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spirited, a man devoted to his home and home interests. Justly proud of his family he spares 
no pains to make their home pleasant, and affords his children the best educational facilities 
obtainable. 

David W. E. Parsons, planter, Canton, Miss., the youngest of three children born to D. 
C. M. and Dorcas L. (Harold) Parsons, owes his nativity to Missouri, his birth occurring in 
Pike county on the 20th of November, 1845. He was reared and educated in Mississippi, 
finished his schooling at Central academy, Madison county, and Jater started out as a planter, 
which occupation he has continued to follow up to the present time. He is now the owner of 
one thousand acres of land, six hundred acres of which are under plow. In 1862 he enlisted 
with Harvey’s scouts and was with the same for about eighteen months. He was then 
transferred to Wirt Adams’ regiment, cavalry, and remained with this until the close of the 
war. He was not in any of the regular engagements, but as he belonged to a scouting party 
he of course did a great deal of fighting that is not mentioned in history. Mr. Parsons is 
one of the county’s most practical and enterprising citizens. He contributes liberally of his 
means to all public enterprises of a laudable nature, and has the respect of all. He was 
first married in 1867 to Miss Mattie Southerland, a native of Mississippi, and the daughter 
of John A. and Eliza Southerland, natives also of that state. Mr. and Mrs. Parsons’ union 
was blessed by the birth of two children: Cora D. and Annie E. Mr. Parsons was 
married, the second time, in 1874, to Miss Mary Dinkins, who was born in Mississippi, and 
whose parents, James A. and Margaret Dinkins, were natives of North Carolina and Missis- 
sippi, respectively. The second marriage resulted in the birth of seven children: Mollie M., 
Mary, John R., Lillie, D. C. M., Maggie and James. Mr. Parsons’ parents were natives 
respectively of Virginia and Kentucky. he father was a prominent character in Missouri, 
and was sent to the state legislature from Pike county of that state in 1842. At the time 
of his death, which occurred in 1845, he was a candidate for congress, but died before the 
election. He was in the Black Hawk war and was among the pioneers of Missouri. 

Frank Parsons, farmer and miller, resides five miles north of Brookhaven. He was 
born in Virginia in 1S44, a son of Isaae and Sarah (Pugh) Parsons, both of whom were born 
and married in that state. His father was a farmer, mechanic and merchant, a son of Rob- 
ert Parsons and his wife, who was a Miss Wilbourne, whose parents were both born in Vir- 
ginia. Sarah Pugh, the mother of our subject, was a daughter of Robert and Pollie (Thomas) 
Pugh. Both of them were also natives of the Old Dominion. On his father’s side Mr. 
Pugh is of English descent, and on his mother’s side of Welsh descent. He removed to Ken- 
tucky with his parents when quite a young man, where his mother died. After about four 
years’ residence in that state they removed to Ohio, where the father died. rank Parsons 
is the fifth in a family of twelve children, seven of whom lived to maturity, and four of whom 
are yet living. The family originally consisted of six boys and six girls, and of this round 
dozen five died in infancy. The names of the remaining seven are: Robert R., who lives | 
in Jones county, Miss., and has three children; Mollie, who is deceased, and left two chil- 
dren; Stephen, who is in South America; Rhoda (deceased), and for whom one child mourns; 
Frank, our subject; Virginia (deceased), and John W., who lives in Copiah county, where he 
is a prominent planter, and has four children. Mr. Parsons received a good English eduea- 
tion in the common schools of Virginia. He removed from Ohio to Tennessee, and from 
there, in 1872, to Mississippi. He was married in Holmes county in 1874, to Miss Cornelia 
Gage, a daughter of M. and Patience W. (Sandress) Gage. Her father was a native of 
Mississippi, and her mother of Alabama, she herself claiming Mississippi as the state of her 


nativity. Mrs. Parsons is the eighth in a family of twelve children. Of these Mary, now 
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a widow, has one child; Matthew was assassinated in Holmes county; Jerry was killed in battle 
at fateful Gettysburg; George died young; Robert lives in Holmes county; Georgia (deceased) 
left two children; Louie lives in Holmes county; Anna E., wife of Judge Evans, lives at 
Huterprise with her family of two children; Cornelia, the wife of our subject; Charles, who 
lives with his two children at Brookhaven; Ada, now Mrs. Dabbs, of Clarke county, and Vir- 
gie G., who lives in Clarke county with her widowed sister Mary. Mr. and Mrs. Parsons 
have six children: Hazlett, who is living with the father and mother, as are also Frank, Anna 
B. and Sexton; two are dead: Virgie Lou and an unnaroed infant. Mr. Parsons enlisted in the 
Union army June 12, 1862, in Seredo, Va., in company G, of the Fifth Virginia infantry, 
under the command of Colonel Ziegler. He served in the northern Virginia campaign, and 
was discharged on account of ill health in 1863. He was in the battle of Cross Keys, and in 
all of General Rosecrans’ campaigns until his discharge. After the war he engaged in pho- 
tography and chemistry, filling for a time the position of chemist in an oil refinery in Mason 
county, Ky. During four years, while a resident of Tennessee, he was engaged in the 
manufacture of lumber. He removed to Mississippi, and worked for a time as a millwright. 
He purchased the place upon which he resides in 1875, and here he has established a planing- 
mill and general wood-working and machine shop, in which he carries on a large business. 
He is the owner of one of the most excellent vineyards in the state, and manufactures wine 
on a large seale. He is a staunch republican, and cast his first presidential vote for Abrahain 
Lincoln. He is a Master Mason, and a liberal and reliable supporter of religious and edu- 
cational interests, and of all measures tending to the publie good, while his wife is a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church. 

Charles W. Partee, merchant and planter, Belen, Miss., who inherits I’rench blood from 
the paternal and English from the maternal side of the house, was originally from Tennes- 
see, where his birth occurred on the 22d of March, 1S45. His parents, Squire Boone and 
Martha A. (Douglass) Partee, were natives of Nori Carolina and Teunessee, respectively. 
The parents emigrated to Mississippi about 1548, located in Panola county, and there the 


ne 


father engaged in planting, which pursuit he followed successfully until his death in 1862. 
He was an honored citizen and held many positions of trust in his county. He was married 
twice, his first wife being a Miss Kdwards, who bore him three children. Charles W. Partee, 
the fifth of seven children born to the second union, came to Mississippi with his parents 
when but three years of age, and was reared and educated in this state. He and a brother 
served through the Civil war. He enlisted as a volunteer in IS61 in company H, Twelfth 
Mississippi regiment, Sardis blues, a company organized at Sardis, and was in the second 
battle of Manassas, Seven Pines, and several battles in Mississippi. He surrendered at 
Gainesville, Ala., at the close of the war, and returned home, where he resumed his planting 
interests. This oecupation he has continued since, and in connection is also engaged in mer- 
chandising. -He is the owner of about two thousand four hundred acres of land, and has about 
six hundred acres under cultivation, all of which he has cleared in the last six years. He has 
a good business house, and carries a stock of general merchandise valued at about $3,500. 
He erected his residence in Belen in ISS8. He was married in ISTL to Miss Lizzie Jackson, 
a native of Mississippi, and the daughter of James and Mary L. (Askew) Jackson, natives of 
the Bayou state. This union was blessed by the birth of the following children: Pattie 
Belle, Birdie, Charlie W., Carrie May, Nina Fontaine. Mrs. Partee died on the 10th of Janu- 
ary, 1591, and in her death the town of Belen, as well as her family, sustained an irreparable 
loss. She was not only the life of her home, but of the little town, and her name was a 


synonym for goodness. She was a devoted Christian, and spent much of her time in caring 
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for the sick, and helping those in want and distress. Mr. Partee is a quiet, unassuming 
gentleman, and is one of the representative and substantial citizens of the county. He held 
the office of treasurer for some time, and discharged the duties incumbent upon this office in 
a very satisfactory manner. 

Dr. I. P. Partin, of the firm of Thompson, Hyer & Partin, physicians and surgeons, of 

Meridian, Miss., was born in Lauderdale county, Miss., in the year 1852, a son of Charles P. 

-artin, who is also a practicing physician in Newton county, Miss., where he resides. Before 
the war he was postmaster in charge of an office in Lauderdale county, Miss., and major of 
the Thirty-sixth Mississippi Confederate regiment. He has three sons, of whom our subject 
was the second in order of birth, and is the one who has followed in the line of his father’s 
footsteps professionally. Dr. I. P. Partin received his literary education in the counties of 
Lauderdale and Newton, and at an early age began to study medicine. He graduated at the 
medical college of Alabama, at Mobile, in the year 1886, and in 1587 formed a partnership 
with Dr. M. J. Thompson, which relationship he has since continued. He is a general prac- 
tilioner and is highly esteemed as such. He is a member of the State Medical association 
and of the Lauderdale county Medical association, and was vice president of the latter asso- 
ciation in the year 1SV0. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, belongs to the Knights 
of Pythias, the Knights of the Golden Rule, and the Knights of Honor. He was married in 
1S72 to Miss Martha J. Warren, a native of Lauderdale county, Miss. Of the children born 
to this nnion, three are living: Walter C., Charles E., and William J". One son, Albert S. is 
deceased. The Doctor and his family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
The family take high rank in the county, and the Doctor himself is esteemed and respected 
throughout the community. 

W.N. Pass is not only one of the prosperous merchants and successful planters of Gre- 
nada, Grenada county, Miss., but is vice president of the Merchants’ bank and the Grenada 
Compress company, and is one of the directors of the Grenada Ice factory. He was born 
in Grenada, Miss., on the 28th of March, 1836, andisa son of John B. and Elizabeth (Ewing) 
Pass, natives of Georgia and Alabama, and born in 1802 and 1812, respectively. My. and 
Mrs. Pass came to Mississippi in 1852, and settled in what is now Grenada, where Mr. Pass 
is credited with erecting the first brick building. He was also one of the first merchants. 
Sometime afterward he moved to the country near Grenada and engaged in planting, and 
there resided until his death, in April, 1865. Previous to the war he was the owner of large 
tracts of land and many slaves, but lost all during the struggle. He was a member of 
Masonic lodge No. 31, of Grenada, and was one of the county’s leading citizens. He 
was familiarly known as Major Pass. Mrs. Pass followed her husband to the grave in the 
fall of the same year. They were Baptists in belief and liberal supporters but not members 
of any church. To them were born eight children, three sons and three daughters yet living. 
W.N. Pass, the third in order of birth of the above mentioned family, was reared in what 
is now Grenada county, and owns the property on which he was born. He quite recently 
erected a large brick building, two stories in hight, and with a number of large rooms and 
many offices. He served during the war in Colonel Stanford’s battery as a private, and 
operated in Tennessee, Kentucky and Alabama, participating in all the battles of his brigade. 
He was paroled in Alabama at the close of the war, and returned to Mississippi, where he 
was engaged in merchandising in Providence forsome time. In 1867 he went to Duck Hill, 
and from there to Grenada in 1868, where he has since resided. To is a self-made man, 
and what he has won in the way of this world’s goods is wholly due to his own good fighting 
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qualities. He is one of the class of men singled out by nature toshow what a mancan do 
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when he sets his mind upon accomplishing a certain object. Since residing in Grenada he 
has been busily employed in merchandising, carries a general stock, and does an annual business 
of from $75,000 to $140,000. Heisalso quite extensively engaged in planting, owning large 
tracts of land, besides valuable property in Memphis, Tenn., and New Orleans, La. He 
owns five brick buildings in Grenada with other property in town and county valued at 
$65,000. He is one of the sharpest, shrewdest business men, and one of the oldest merchants 
of the place. He was married in 1881 to Miss Mollie Ragsdale, who was reared and educated 
in Grenada, and who is the daughter of George W. and Elizabeth (Berry) Ragsdale, natives 
of Mississippi. Mr. and Mrs. Pass’ marriage has been blessed by the birth of two children— 
ason and daughter: Louis and Alma. Mrs. Pass is a member of the Episcopal church. 
Mr. Pass aftiliates with the democratic party in polities, and socially is a member of the I. O. 
O. I. lodge, No. 6. . 

Dr. Benjamin F. Passmore, merchant and planter, Passonia, Madison county, Miss. Dr. 
Passmore’s parents, Ellis Pusey Passmore and Hester A. Saunders, were born in Pennsyl- 
vania and Mississippi, respectively, and the fruits of their union were five children, of whom 
Benjamin I*. was the youngest and is the only one living, the rest having died before maturity 
without issue. The father was a very prominent character in his day and represented 
Franklin county, Miss., in the state legislature in 1830. He was a very prominent physician 
also. His death occurred in 1839. His father, Ellis Passmore, Sr., was of English descent, 
and was a native of the Keystone state, and a member of the society of Friends. The mater- 
nal grandparents, Hugh Saunders and Nepsy Campbell, were natives of Wales and Scotland, 
respectively. Benjamin F. Passmore was born in Madison county, Miss.,on the 13th of April, 
1838, and was educated in the private schools of the same until seventeen years of age. He then 
entered the Mississippi college, at Clinton, remained there from 1554 until 1S57, and would 
have graduated in 1858, but left school. In 1858 and 1859 he attended the Jefferson Med- 
ical coliege, Phiiadelphia, Penn., and in the iast-named year and 1S6U he attended the med- 
ical department of the University of Louisiana, graduating from the same in that year. 
Immediately afterward he began the practice of medicine in Madison county, Miss., where 
he has remained ever since and has a lucrative and extensive practice. He is quite a prom- 
inent character in the politics of Madison county, but has never held office. He is county 
lecturer for the Alliance of Madison county and is also a member of the state executive 
committee of the same. In 1590 he was president of the Board of Alliance exchange. 
Besides his profession, Dr. Passmore is engaged in merchandising and planting, and is the 
owner of three thousand acres of land, one thousand five hundred acres under cultivation. 
He is considered one of the most successful planters of the county and is a safe and reli- 
able business man. He has been a frequent contributor to the press on public topics, is one 
of the most prominent men of the Farmers’ Alliance in the state, and has written some very 
able articles in opposition to the sub-treasury scheme promulgated by the National Alliance, 
over which the Alliance in Mississippi is now divided. He is strongly democratic in his 
political views. He is always ready and willing to give aid and countenance to all worthy 
enterprises for the public weal. His farm is in a fine state of cultivation and everything 
about the place indicates to the beholder that the owner is a progressive and thoroughgoing 
man. He began life for himself at the age of thirteen years with a small capital and had 
accumulated quite a fortune before the war. During that stirring period he lost a great por- 
tion of it, and in 1882 he had to begin anew, having made all of his property since that 
time. He was assistant surgeon and was in hospital service during the late war. Dr. Passmore 
was married March 18, 1563, to Miss Eleanor Jane Richey, a native of Clinton, Hinds county, 
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Miss., and the daughter of James Richey and Eliza Nichol, natives of Ireland. To Dr. and 
Mrs. Passmore have been born in Mississippi two children: Ellis LL. Passmore, who married 
on January 15, 1890, Miss Ella Russell; and Leila G. Passmore, who was married January 
4, 1SS4, to W. B. Cordts and has two sons: Leroy Passmore Cordts and Walter Richey 
Cordts. 

P. W. Patterson was born in Franklin county, Ala., November 2, 18{5. He was the 
third child in a family of ten children of W. C. and Sarah (Scoggins) Patterson, both of 
whom were natives of Ohio, and removed with their parents when small childrento Alabama. 
Mr. Patterson’s paternal grandfather was one of the pioneers of Alabama, and his parents 
grew up and were married in Franklin county of that state, and removed to Tishomingo 
county in 1867, locating near Bay Springs, where his father bought land and engaged in 
planting, which, although he is a minister of the Missionary Baptist church, and does con- 
siderable evangelical work in Tishomingo and adjoining counties, he has made his principal 
occupation through life. Mr. Patterson’s mother died in 1SS1 at her home near Bay Springs, 
having been long a member of the Baptist church, and lived an exemplary Christian life. 
Rey. Mr. Patterson has never aspired to any official position, but has always been content to 
live the simple life of a tiller of the soil, and devote his talents and energies to the salva- 
tion of souls. Of the ten children of Mr. and Mrs. Patterson, seven are now living, and 
three of them are residents of Iuka. The Patterson family is well known throughout the 
county, and its representatives are regarded as good citizens, and are held in high respect 
by the public at large. Our subject began planting on his own account near Bay Springs 
at the age of twenty-one. In 1863 he enlisted in company H, of the Fifth Alabama cavalry, 
under Colonel Warren, and in General Forrest’s command. He was in the engagement at 
Sulphur Trestle, Athens, Decatur, Selma, Dixie and Harrisburg, and in numerous others of 
more or less importance, serving until the close of the war, without being wounded or taken 
prisoner. He was paroled at Danville, Ala., May 19, 1565, and he returned to Marion 
county of that state. In 1567 he removed to Mississippi, where he has since made his home. 
In 1869 he married Miss Mary Ann Shackelford, daughter of Capt. W. A. H. Shackelford, of 
Tishomingo county. Down to the year 1858S Mr. Patterson planted with considerable suc- 
cess, in the meantime holding the office of magistrate for two years. In that year he was 
elected chancery clerk of Tishomingo county, and he is the present incumbent of that 
office. He has devoted himself closely to its duties, and is regarded as one of the most 
obliging and efficient officials in the county. He is the owner of half a block and consider- 
able residence property in Iuka, and of four acres of land in the suburbs of that town. He 
takes a great interest in the progress of Iuka, and has always contributed his full share 
toward the advancement of its general interests. He and his wife are honored members of 
the best social circles, and Mrs. Patterson is a communicant of the Primitive Baptist church. 

James V. Patton is one of the prominent and successful business men of Senatobia and 
may well fecl proud of his career as a self-made man. Born April 2, 1850, in that part of 
Tate county which was then De Soto county, he was well educated in Mississippi and Ten- 
nessee and in 1874 began life as a teacher. Preferring the more active career to be found in 
a mercantile life, he became salesman and bookkeeper for Nchols & Echols, with whom he 
remained five years, beginning with a small salary, which was gradually increased according 
to the value of his services. At the end of that time he was offered a better position with 
Gabbert & Co., and with this firm he remained until 1856, when he entered upon an 
independent business for himself under the firm name of J. V. Patton & Co. At the 
close of the first year J. 1’. Carlock became partner and the firm has since been Carlock & 
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Patton. They do an extensive business amounting to $35,000 annually, carrying a complete 
line of general merchandise. Mr. Patton has a pleasant home in Senatobia, which is enliv- 
ened by the presence of his wife and six bright children. In 1877 he married Miss Mary L. 
McFadden, who was also a native of Mississippi. Her parents, William D. and Eliza A. 
(Neely) McFadden were South Carolinians. The six children born to Mr. and Mrs. Patton 
are, Anna L., William L., Agnes E., James V., Mary W. and a little son who is yet 
unnamed. The parents of Mr. Patton, William E. and Agnes A. (Carr) Patton, born Novem- 
ber 27, 1817, aud May 30, 1521, respectively, were both natives of South Carolina, James Y. 
being the sixth of their ten children. William FE. Patton removed to Tennessee at an early 
age and was educated in that state, being there married in 1540 to Miss Carr, a daughter of 
William and Esther (Boyd) Carr, who were from the Palmetto state. In 1848 Mississippi 
became his home, since which time he has led the quiet life of a planter on his fine estate of 
four hundred acres in Tate county. All but one of his children lived to bless his old age. 
He and his family are members of the Presbyterian church, in which both he and his son, 
James V., are elders. The latter is a wideawake and enterprising man, and has always taken 
great interest in public affairs, being complimented by his fellow-citizens by election to office, 
having been secretary and treasurer of Senatobia four years and a member of its city council. 
Secret societies claim some of his attention, he being a member of the Knights of Honor and 
Knights and Ladies of Honor. He enjoys the confidence of his neighbors as a safe business — 
man who has won his present high position by honorable methods as a Christian gentleman. 

J. W. Patton is one of the prominent planters of Itawamba county, Miss. He was born 
in this state July 15, 1848. He is the son of G. W. and Catherine (Reed) Patton. He was 
reared to farm life, and received a practical education in the common schools of his neighbor- 
hood. In 1872 he married Miss Susan C. Martin, a native of Alabama, and a daughter of 
R. Martin and Teressa (Robinson) Martin, both natives of that state, and members of two of 
its most prominent families. To Mr. and Mrs. Patton have been born nine children, of whom 
the six here named are living: Charles M., Ellac, James L., John L., Levona and dear. In 
1861 Mr. Patton enlisted in Capt. B. Tucker’s company H, of the Twenty-eighth Missis- 
sippi cavalry, formed at Aberdeen. The principal engagements in which he participated 
were those at the siege of Vicksburg, the affairs at Carson’s Landing and at Thompson’s sta- 
tion. At Carter’s Mills, Tenn., he was captured by the Federals and carried to City 
Point, Va., as a prisoner. After his exchange he was sent to the hospital at Chattanooga, 
where he remained for four months. At the expiration of that time he again entered active 
service and was sent to Clinton, Miss., and took part in the battle of Harrisburg. He was 
paroled in 1865, and, returning home to his native county, engaged in farming. The war 
left him in an impoverished condition, and he may be said to have practically began life at 
its close. He is now the owner of about eleven hundred acres of land, which he has acquired 
by his own unaided efforts, and ranks among the leading planters of this county. Politically 
he is a democrat, and his interest in the state and national affairs of importance is exceeded 
only by his interest in his county and town affairs. He is a Master Mason and a good citi- 
zen, stands high in the public estimation, being liberal in his contribution to churches, 
schools and all other objects having a view to the general advancement and development of 
his county and state. 

William Hinkle Patton is a prominent merchant of Shubuta, Clarke county, Miss. He 
was born September 7, 1847, near Jacinto, in old Tishomingo county, the eldest son of a 
family of five children born to James J. and Sarah A. (Hinkle) Patton, three of whom are yet 
living. His father was born in Tennessee August 23, 1$22, and gave his life for the Con- 
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federate cause in 1862, dying at his home in Clarke county of typhoid pneumonia contracted 
in camp at Columbus, Miss. He was a member of company EH, of the Thirty-seventh Missis- 
sippi regiment, ranking as orderly sergeant. Mr. and Mrs. Patton were married in Chicka- 
saw county. Their children were: William H.; Mary J. G., now Mrs. Martin, and living at 
Rome, Ga.; James L., of Micanopy, Fla.; Margaret D., who died at Mobile, Ala., when 
sixteen years of age; Luellah R., who died at the age of six in Shubuta, Clarke county. 
The mother of our subject was born in the northern part of the state in 1826. She was a 
daughter of Jacob Hinkle, and died at Shubuta in 1870. The family settled in Clarke 
county in 1859, and Mr. Patton engaged in planting. He was an enterprising man who 
exhibited much public spirit. Both he and his wife were members of the Presbyterian 
chureh, but there being no Presbyterian church near them after their settlement here, they 
connected themselves with the Methodist church. Previous to the war he had been an old. 
line whig, was-opposed to secession, but after the die was cast he joined his fortunes with his 
feHow-citizens for better or for worse. At the death of our subject’s father the burden of 
the family’s support, and the education of his brother and sisters fell principally on his 
shoulders, which interfered materially with his obtaining an education. Such schooling as 
he had, however, he received in the country schools of Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi, 
except one session at Mansfield, La., near where his family were living at the time. From 
1850 to 1856 they lived in Texas, moving thence to De Soto parish, La., where they 
lived until 1859, when they returned to this state. Mr. Patton’s early life was spent on a 
farm, and when he was but fourteen years old he was orphaned by the loss of his father. Not 
being very strong he came to Shubuta and found employment suited to his strength, as a 
clerk in the postoffice and drug store for Dr. D. M. Dunlap. There he remained for two 
years. Mrs. Dunlap was exceedingly kind to him, and her advice and counsel were heeded 
by him. Mr. M. P. Collins, who was station agent at Shubuta at that time, was very ready to 
render him any assistance in his power ov to advise him on perplexing questicns. In 
1863 he learned telegraphy, and for a year before the close of the war he had charge of 
the office at Shubuta, where he could be with the family. He remained there while the line 
was in the hands of the Federal government and some three months afterward, when he 
resigned. His name appears in the history of the military telegraph during the Civil war in 
the United States, by William R. Plum, LL. B. At the close of the war the Adams Express 
company established its lines in the South, and, through the influence of his friends, he was 
made agent at Shubuta while only seventeen years of age without bond, which position he 
held six years,when, owing to the ill health of his wife, he resigned. At the close of the war he 
took what was left after supporting his mother’s family from his salary as telegraph operator 
and express agent and engaged in asmall mercantile business, but in about a year his store was 
destroyed by fire with no insurance, entailing upon him an almost total loss. Later, in con- 
nection with his oflice as express agent, he kept books and clerked in a store. In 1S70 he 
married Miss Drucilla, daughter of Rev. T. B. and A. C. Heslep, of Shubuta, and formed a 
eopartnership with his father-in-law, under the firm name of Heslep & Patton. Two years 
later Mr. Heslep died and Mr. Patton continued the business in his own name, in which he 


has engaged successfully till the present time. Mrs. Patton was an artist of exquisite finish, 


a favorite pupil of the celebrated Miss Julia A. Spear, of Judson institute, Marion, Ala., 
where she graduated. She was also a devoted Christian, and died in March, 1872, leaving 
one child, Thomas H., who is now living at Shubuta. In 1873 Mr. Patton married Miss 
Kate Heslep, a sister of his first wife, who died in February, 1853, at Micanopy, Ila., where 


she had gone in the hope of regaining her health, leaving three children: Marly N., Annie 
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L. and Willie J. She was a fine musician, having taken a special course in music at the 
Judson institute, after her literary graduation. She was an earnest devotee to all church 
work and zealous in dispensing deserved charity. 

Mr. Patton was married the third time, December 26, 1583, to Mrs. Regina C. Joiner, 
formerly Miss Spann. She was educated at Columbus, Miss.; was the mother of three 
sons by her first marriage: Charles S., a merchant of Pheba, Miss.; Samuel W., of Shubuta, 
and Robert E., who died in 1889, at Shubuta. She is a very active worker in all church work, 
and a leader in all the missionary and aid societies connected with the church. Since the 
organization of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union in Mississippi, she has been 
president of the local union, and state superintendent of temperance literature. Mr. Patton 
has been successful as a business man, and now does a trade of about $60,000 annually, carry- 
ing a very large stock, and he is very popular with the planters around about. He owns an 
orange grove in Marion county, Fla., and several hundred acres of land in this county, besides 
a fine water-power sawmill, cottongin and gristmill. He is interested in all things that pertain 
to the advancement of the community, and has been a member of the city council of Shubuta 
since 1876, except during one term of two years, and then he was not a candidate. He has 
also served as treasurer of the corporation. About 1875 he joined a temperance organization, 
known as the Murphy’s, and since that time he has been an active worker in the temperance 
cause. Whenever a petition was before the city council for license, he took an active part 


in circulating remonstrances, and if the license was granted, he saw to it that the law was 


8 
complied with. In 1884 he was a leader in cireulating a petition to the legislature that 
secured statutory prohibition for Clarke county, and since the passage of the local option law 
for the entire state he has canvassed the county twice in the interest of prohibition, and the 
county has gone for prohibition with overwhelming majorities at both local option elections. 
He has also assisted in this work in adjoining counties; has attended all the state prohibition 
conventions, both nonpartisan and third party; has been a member of the state prohibition 
executive committee ever since the organization, and secretary of the party prohibitionists; 
and he is one of the vice presidents of the National Temperance society and Publication 
House of New York city. In 1883 three saloon keepers waylaid and attempted to assassinate 
him for no other reason than that he had circulated a counter petition against one of them, 
and contested his petition before the city council when he failed to secure his license. He 
has long taken an interest in education, and has served for years as a trustee of the Shubuta 
Male and Female academy, and of the free school, and is now serving the county as school 
commissioner. He and his family are members of the Baptist church. Soon after he joined 
the church, in 1872, he was chosen assistant superintendent of the Sunday-school, and he was 
later made superintendent, which position he still holds. Some ten years ago he was ordained 
deacon, and is now clerk and treasurer of the church. He is nearly always chosen delegate 
to the Mississippi Baptist State convention, in their annual meetings, having served as one of 
the vice presidents of the convention. He has served several terms of three years each as 
trustee of Mississippi college at Clinton, Miss., and as trustee in several other institutions of 
learning. He is also a zealous Sunday-school worker, and is one of the vice presidents of the 
state Sunday-school convention and district organizer, and has been selected as delegate to 
the National Sunday-school convention. Mr. Patton has never offered himself for any oflice 
except alderman, although he has been solicited to represent the county in the legislature. 
He sometimes attends the county mass meetings and state democratic conventions. In state 
issues he votes the democratic ticket; but he always scratches every nominee he knows to be 
openly immoral, or who drinks intoxicating liquors, or treats others to obtain their votes, or 
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any one who is not in favor of the suppression of the liquor traflic. For the last eight years 
he has voted the national prohibition ticket, and was one of ten who met in Jackson, Miss., 
to put out an electoral ticket for Visk and Brooks for president and vice president of the 
United States on the prohibition party ticket. He has also been a leader in introducing 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union into the state of Mississippi, and has been one of 
their “standbys” since its organization in the state, having attended all of its conventions 
except one. He was secretary of Wayne lodge No. 102, A. F. & A. M., when it surrendered 
its charter, and he is also a Royal Arch Mason. He is dictator of the Knights of Honor at 
Shubuta, and has held the office of ‘state treasurer of the I. O. G. T., and has been a dele- 
gate to the grand lodge of that order. Mr. Patton is a graduate of Clarke’s school of embalm- 
ing, and is a funeral director and embalmer in Shubuta, and is serving his second term as 
president of the Mississippi Funeral Directors’ association. Mr. Patton has one of the nicest 
homes in east Mississippi, and is very happy in the society of his family. His store building 
is one of the neatest and best arranged on the line of the Mobile & Ohio railroad, and it was 
built after his own design. He has owned two turpentine distilleries, but at the writing of 
this sketch is not engaged in this euterprise. 

Hon. Robert C. Patty was born in Winston county, Miss., July 9, 1846, and died 
December 31, 1890. He was the second son in a family of eleven children, born to John W. 
and Adaline (Hickman) Patty, who settled in Winston county early in the forties. Joshua 
Hickman, the maternal grandfather, was a son of William and Lettice (Cole) Hickman, the 
first mentioned of whom was born in 1782, the latter in 1740. He married Susannah, daugh- 
ter of William and Mary (Goff) Ellis, all of whom were from Virginia. The Patty family 
was of English origin. John W. Patty was a merchant at Louisville, Winston county. 
While there Robert C. Patty obtained the rudiments of an education. He was a studious 
youth, with the faculty of rapid acquisition of knowledge, and with a memory so retentive 
that he was said to have never forgotten anything he read. He entered ou his business 
career at Durant, Miss., and removed from there to Grand Junction, Tenn., where he filled 
for a brief time a position in the employ of a railway company, which he left to' undertake 
the duties of a similar position at Jackson. At the beginning of the war he enlisted in 
Colonel Muldrow’s regiment of Mississippi troops, and was made orderly sergeant of his 
company. In one of the battles in Georgia he received a slight wound. In 1868S he engaged 
in merchandising at Macon, Miss., but closing out his interests there, he soon went to New 
Orleans, where he was employed for one year in a railway oflice. November 1S, 1869, he 
married Miss Klla, daughter of Dr. W. G. and Anna (Brotherton) Campbell, of Memphis, 
Tenn. Returning to Macon he was soon elected chancery clerk, an office which he held with 
credit. for sixteen years. He was a member of the last constitutional convention of Missis- 
sippi, and was made chairman of the most important committee in that body, that on elec- 
tions and franchise, and it was the arduous work of this position that precipitated his death. 
He was generous to a fault, giving freely of his means to all worthy objects and all helpful 
public enterprises. The Presbyterian church building in Macon, an elegant structure, was 
built almost entirely at his expense. He was a ruling elder in the church, and superintend- 
ent of its Sunday-school. Not Jong before his death he erected an elegant residence, one of 
the finest in the state. After his death the New Mississippian contained the following eulo- 
gium: “The honored chairman of the state democratic executive committee, the beloved 
president of the Mississippi Parmers’ Alliance, the late worthy grand master of the Masons, 
the late president of the Sunday-school convention, the eflicient chancery clerk of Noxubee 
county, the vigilant state commissioner, the gallant Knight of Pythias, the loyal citizen and 
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model, exemplary gentleman is dead, and Mississippi mourns. Although life’s sun with him 
had not reached its zenith, and its shadows were still falling to the west, he had been gen- 
erously crowned with public honors, and had obtained a position in popular confidence and 
esteem of enviable character, almost impossible of replacement. Of almost every organiza- 
tion that sought the material advancement of the state, the purification of public service, 
the elevation of individual morals, or the judicious distribution of charity, he was a member, 
and membership with him was uot a mere nominal connection, but in every instance it meant 
the assumption and discharge of the major part of the work. To business segacity and 
quick perception he added untiring industry; to industry a peculiarly analytical mind and rare 
executive ability; while humility, patience, decision of character and affability of manner 
were blended in him in specially happy proportions. With no chart save that of justice, 
with no compass save that of charity, life’s course with him was always toward the harbor of 
duty. If honorable preferment and high official trust and station were his, they came, not 
as the result of self-seeking, but in recognition of his wondrous capabilities, and as the 
reward of virtuous merit. That his death was precipitated by his three weeks’ incessant 
labors as chairman of the franchise committee of the constitutional convention there can be 
no question. Peace hath its sacrifices as well as its victories, no less renowned than war. 
As his life had been spent in the public service for the advancement of the public good, so 
was it closed in death upon the bier of public duty. His nature was sweet as summer to his 
fellow-men, and in his death a personal loss has been sustained by every citizen of Missis- 
sippl. Over the new-made grave of Macon the flowers, planted by tender hands, will bloom 
in perpetual fragrance, fit emblems of the bowers of beauty that will blow for his bliss as 
the Master welcomes to the sunlit shores of Paradise the brave, bright soul of Robert C. 
Patty.’’ As a husband and father, he was kind and indulgent; as a neighbor, courteous and 
obliging; as a friend, constant and true; as a citizen, upright and patriotic; as a public officer, 
scrupulously honest and conscientious, and as a Christian yentleman, his daily walk and con- 
versation were such as to commend him to good men and women everywhere as worthy of 
their confidence and esteem. 

Among the younger members of the Mississippi bar who are admirably adapted to honor- 
ably prosecute this most exalted of professions is Alexander G. Paxton, attorney at law of 
Indianola, Miss., who may truly be said to be one of nature’s noblemen, for he possesses that 
ease and grace of manner which can only be acquired by those of broad intellect who are 
sufficiently learned and sufficiently familiar with the world’s ways to discern man’s own lit- 
tleness, and to recognize that all are equal before man’s as before God’s tribunal. He was 
born in Washington county, Miss., January 16, 1855, and was given a thorough and prac- 
tical education in the Washington and Lee university of Virginia. After finishing the literary 
course he entered the law department, from which he graduated in 1SS0, soon after which he 
returued to his home in Arcola, where he opened an otlice and began practicing, also follow- 
ing the occupation of a planter. He has made a study and e specialty of land litigation from 
the first, and has given the principal part of his time and attention to this department of his 
practice, and has carried some yery important and extensive cases to a successful termina- 
tion. He is at the head of this practice in this part of the state and ranks second to none in 
his knowledge and management of delta tax titles. He has also been quite an extensive 
dealer in land and is now the owner of about cight hundred acres in Sunflower county, 
besides a good plantation in Washington county. He is an admirable type of the cultured 
and keen Southerner, and his logical and financial ability, his high sense of propriety and 


justice and his profound knowledge of the law have made his name a familiar one in legal 
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circles throughout the state. He has been a resident of Indianola since 1858, soon after 
which the present law partnership of Chapman & Paxton was formed. This firm has a com- 
plete set of abstracts, and the extensive practice which they now command is but a natural result 
of their individual and confederate action. They have a large clientage, their judgment is 
regarded as conscientious and safe, and in speech they are logical, concise and to the point. 
Mr. Paxton was married in Warren county, Miss., on the 12th of Deeember, 1582, Miss Mary 
H. Noland, a daughter of H. P. Noland, becoming his wife. She was born, reared and edu- 
cated in Warren county and died in the month of February, 1890. She was a lady of very 
superior mental endowments, and in the domestic circle was a model wife and mother, being 
passionately devoted to her family, whose happiness and comfort was her chief aim and object 
in life. Her death was deeply lamented, not only by her immediate and sorrowing family, 
but by all who knew and loved her in life. She left three bright little daughters: Annie 
Aldridge, Jennie Ruth and Mary Noland. The Paxtons were among the first families of 
Virginia and in the Old Dominion A. J. Paxton, the father of the subject of this sketch, was 
born. He obtained a very superior education at Washington college, and in his native state 
fitted himself for the practice of law. In 1837, when a young man, he came to Mississippi 
‘and for several years practiced his profession at Vicksburg, after which he removed to Jack- 
son, continuing his practice there. In 1854 he located on a plantation in Washington 
county, and for several years past has been retired from the active practice of his profession. 
He is quite a distinguished character of Washington county, and has always taken an active 
interest in all questions pertaining to political affairs or to the advancement and building up 
of his state and county, being a member of the last constitutional convention. He was mar- 
ried at Jackson, Miss., to Miss Hannah M. Beazley, a native of that city. 

Col. A. J. Paxton has long been a resident of this section of the state, but was born in 
Rockbridge county, Va., on the 18th of March, 1816, being the third of seven children born to 
Elisha and Margaret (McNutt) Paxton, both of whom were Virginians, the former being a 
farmer by occupation and a son of William Paxton, a native of Pennsylvania, but a farmer 
and resident of Virginia. The Paxtons are of Scotch-Irish descent. The wife of Elisha Paxton 
was a daughter of Alexander McNutt, a native of England, and once governor of Nova 
Scotia, who reared a large family of children. Col. A. J. Paxton was reared in his native 
state and received his education in what is now known as Washington and Lee university, 
and in the Virginia. university, where he studied law. He began the practice of that pro- 
fession in Jackson, Miss., in 1835, but in 1850 came to Arcola, eutting his own road as he 
came, and engaged in planting, being now the owner of two thousand aeres of as fine land 
as there is in this section of the country. Of this valuable plantation he has one thousand 
four hundred acres under cultivation, on which, in 18SS, he erected a handsome and commodi- 
ous residence. He was married in 1847 to Miss Hannah M. Beazley, a native of Tennessee 
and a daughter of Samuel P. and Susanna (Smith) Beazley, both of whom were Virginians. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Paxton, the following children have been born: Lucy, who is the wife of 
Frank Aldridge, a merchant and planter, resides with her parents; Andrew J., is married 
to Lena Wilmot, and is engaged in planting near his father; Alexander G., was married 
to a Miss Noland (now deceased) and is practicing law at Indianola; Hannah M., is the wife 
of A. J. Aldridge and lives at Arcola; Cornelia, is the wife of Porter C. Chapman, a 
lawyer of Indianola; Elisha and Samuel, who are at school at Sewanee, Tenn. Mr. 
Paxton enlisted in the Confederate army in the year 1864, being in the quartermaster’s 
department at Lynchburg, Va. He was a member of the constitutional —con- 
vention held in Jackson in 1890, and in his political views has always been a dem- 
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ocrat. He is one of the oldest settlers in the delta, and has since taken an active interest 
in county affairs although he is not a politician. Being a nephew of ex-Governor McNutt, 
he was very intimate with him, resided in his family, and was his law partner for many 
years. In his younger days he had every opportunity of indulging his love of hunting, and 
being an excellent shot, many a bear has fallen a victim to his skill with the rifle. 
Although he is now seventy-five years of age he carries himself perfectly erect, and wears 
his hair and beard, which are almost white, quite long. He is neat- and precise in 
his dress, is courteous and kindly in his manners, and is a very intelligent and entertaining 
conversationalist. He has long been a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
for his many worthy traits of character is honored and respected by all. 

W. G. Paxton, a member of the firm of A. M. Paxton & Co., is a foundry machinist and 
manufacturing agent at Vicksburg, in which city he was born in 1538, being the eldest of 
eight children born to Alexander M. and Mary (Ellis) Paxton, both of whom were members | 
of old Virginia families, the paternal ancestors having been residents of that state for many 
generations. Alexander M. Paxton was educated in the University of Virginia, after which 
he studied law and came to Vicksburg, Miss., to practice bis profession, this being about the 
year 1880. In 1853 he purchased an established foundry and machine shop and conducted 
it with success until his death in 1886. He was a promoter of humane and benevolent insti- 
tutions of the city, was active in educational matters, and was president of the city board of 
trustees of the public schools of Vicksburg, and was a member of the board of trustees of 
the Agricultural and Mechanical college at Starkville, Miss. He was of distinguished and 
dignified appearance, was over six feet tall, and weighed about two hundred and forty 
pounds.. He was an active member of the Masonic fraternity. W. G. Paxton was educated 
in the Military institute at Lexington, Va., from which he graduated in 1860. In March, 
1861, he became a member of a regiment of state troops that went to Florida, but in 
November of the same year he was transferred to Wirt Adams’ regimeut of cavalry at 
Bowling Green, Ky., and was appointed adjutant. He was in the battle of Shiloh, and was 
there placed in command of one hundred men, was assigned to Morgan’s regiment, and 
started for Kentucky. He was captured at Lebanon, Tenn., and was confined in Nashville, 
Camp Chase, and on Johnson’s island, being exchanged at Vicksburg, September 1, 1862. 
He afterward served as captain of an artillery brigade, provost-marshal, major of Miller's 
regiment of cavalry, and took part in the Georgia campaign, terminating in the fall of 
Atlanta, and was paroled at Jackson early in July, 1569. He at once embarked in business 
with his father, and has since devoted his attention to the foundry business. He was made 
secretary of the Vicksburg Hotel company at its organization and has otherwise interested 
himself in the business affairs of the city. He is a member of Vicksburg lodge No. 26 of 
the A. F. & A. M., and in this organization has been a member of Royal Arch chapter No. 
3, and Magnolia commandery No. 2. He has presided over these branches, and in 1878 was 
grand commander of the Kuights Templar and grand master of Masons in 18S. He is 
president of the Howard Associate society of the Red Cross. In 1867 he was married to 
Miss Lucy Gibbs, a native of Grenada, Miss., daughter of E. F. Gibbs, a merehant of 


Vicksburg 


g, who died in 1855. To Mr. Paxton’s union eight children were born, seven of 


whom are living: Janie, widow of W. M. Klein; Mary Lou; Alexander, who died in 
infancy; Luey, W. G., Jr., Henry C., Edward G. and Shelby. The family are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and in this church Mr. Paxton has been superintendent and 
teacher in the Sunday-school. He is a member of the board of managers of the Young 
Men’s Christian association. Charles B. Paxton, brother and partner of W. G. Paxton, was 


















































wis 
Bi ont 
sean Ta it iy yfiseliog Mommiska yo ag ees lo ies wit t-edan re) _ 
i { j entity Pt a! ol ohihtp A icky, race n oie il sid v iz 
thitii vii Bore Jeroeblo tar ow i] Phi LIAL al ai ythai i Tras nestera tres ea &. 
» fosirdo tmyosalegtl delete, oft to er eaud gaol aml oH. Jsiluneitenev aoe 
4 Bateman fk anual eb aetoa ads To afiert yeh ray ee ‘gist wl 
Popes JERE ext cit, Be AG aah odd To 49 yhasvset ih ast otni* i cp Ww 
la deshio eu a i I Ct PAu troy phoney ti ad loiy “i atintiedtuccat 
laren ow maw cote't (tht) ya Gare te wbanrath 0 
ate bed culiiean geod qabralt acptewuntardmarnntery oil | to 
fats atts i swnvin') wilt at boteonhe pam modest If pohasz: A A  sutcitaro 
edt iodine ire 1} qoieestoaey Bil von ni, OF) ete em dedos¥ of wove bite w vik fo ec fest 
fatsobans hive «roda oaidonat bis Looe hestabltcds ant Ponnutowuey ont My at 
[ iy » wat aa enw ol BRRL af dined eid Lidia 





od vil od? Yo dashisory vow fae Aoi Ag eSREN Oe ovitas anw vi 






























to weaten te fn fy saat t ve. Fup. ah aol’ codes di ileiny aedd Yo eooten 
bas boda iy to f oa poe, ttyl. $8. ty vito birai wat Bos lousil idixgA sult 
VIO} tot ow! newts deuhuows-tii gl wi enw “ie 19 > wine yO minon es Bubtiongiby 
; ron dead 43 W Nineties stacwpbh wal} Te eecpst wise iar Ba ‘oH Pee 
for if oY ad balewbevy od end sod it gotonixal ta a ultiaal | cenit eit! at 
ci jad 4s ( i f yt eee Da 9 WO onsnoodd _ i. boar 
, wt f ented TRE ed donate iain aed. 289% ars uh Ry B siaapeoedl 
» dolid® Yo olitad mdf ai aaw OEE 7m py jlan By ecnocyeys eae | et a tre > qailwitt 
bas juwourtae ioe ma Pree a pe Eyeahs tial wre to. Diagrieive. Bi ‘baodl wad pti 
live Y ki cornell’ wonedenl i bormtqes ex oF Hot si ad wt folate 
Cueal I hater? to bonnedote paled bentlala'nosudet no be i oe et) € pest) 
"palit Ts ita i j pithy bh EER Shlain: em: YO riah~tun BH | Brae ist 7 us at 
| dd " ' nee. eis TseRey I ‘oot? olf mi dag Xo ns hon clara 1. taseigoe” 
nd oF 4 i ee ack Pe vlog saw Mat (eo 
sha re f ft ond ot ton i vod Osh iad al ail diiw. 
siorsail EQUI BA duileloit oil Yo’ cratorege 
Wi ohol yndataiT to veduingr & ei ovtivind 9A3 of Mowat 
id) 2yLA oA I t & pl ' hi HOT Geen ron ate m4 a i 3 A elt . 
) isid ome) t9vo, Lehwete 46.14 alt Yrs e LENT SNoE Seba ot) ailomgelt pant Pa 
{ ta ioand wi Hyori Li 7 hep YP at be ietze eth te wbaa MEDLEY a harry” F 
yi J nm enw 1d 04 al aoa fee et Vn qi wide atoms, fy payer ee ait Yo hi nabiaerq 


lo -hibdoror ddiD EL Yo seldoneh ,2elt ohainoye 1 ern 8 a ee 
t om heth odw 2 miler. 





P : — ‘ 5 ee aD 
oO at iy dil sfcoiaen i: ee ae 
7 - x a le i" nh Ya i 
jo dalh.2 rafal by ee — ae ane 7 
4 - Um H i FAD 
fire Joetare if ie Gee Poh a8 
§ i x 5 | a hs 
~ % not wid pte WEN UL TEEN IEDs WTF 
ea t 
i + “eka 
AGW? (Rye ke + re | 


MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 567 


born in 1846, and was educated in the University of Virginia. Upon arriving at suitable 
years he engaged in business with his father, but since the latter’s death has been associated 
with his brother. He is a wideawake and enterprising young business man and is doing 
well financially. He is a member of the following secret and social societies: The K. of H., 
the K. of P., the A. L. of H., the A. O. U. W., the Order of Elks, Vicksburg lodge No. 95, and 
the Nogales Social club. 

George H. Payne, one of the most prominent citizens and most successful planters in 
Tallahatchie county, was born in this county in 1857, a son of Dr. George W. and Florida 
(Simmons) Payne. His father was born in Virginia, his mother in Georgia. Dr. Payne was 
reared in his native state, and came with three brothers to Mississippi, afterward reading 
medicine and graduating fromthe Medical college at Louisville, Ky. He married in Talla- 
hatchie county, and passed the remainder of his life there, ranking among the leading physi- 
cians and planters. He practiced his profession with marked success until his death in 187$. 
He fell a victim to yellow fever, and fifteen of his relatives, including two of his brothers, 
died also. These brothers were Joseph H. Payne, M. D., a prominent physician of Garner 
station, and William, a planter. His other brother, who came to Mississippi, died before the 
war. Dr. Payne was energetic, industrious, and in all the relations of life strictly honorable. 
He was a successful business man, and acquired a good home and considerable property. 
He was identified with the Masonic fraternity, having long been a member of the George 
Washington lodge No. 107, A. F. & A. M. His widow still resides on the old homestead. 
Before her marriage to Dr. Payne she had been married to Dr. Foster H. Thompson, who 
died in Tallahatchie county. Her father, Stern Simmons, was a native of Georgia who came 
at an early date to Mississippi, where he died before the war. He was twice married, his 
first wife, Mrs. Payne’s mother, having died in Georgia. George H. Payne is the third of 
four children—two sons and two daughters. Of these, Robert died while young; Virginia is 
the wife of Henry C. Montgomery, of Le Flore county; our sudject is the next in order of 
birth; Florida S. is the wife of Dr. J. R. Crow, of Charleston. Mrs. Payne had four chil- 
dren by her first husband, Dr. Thompson: Joseph, a planter of Tallahatchie county; John 
and Graham, both deceased, and Nannie, wife of Bolivar Bowen. Mr. Payne received his 
education at Charleston and at Garner station, and was reared to the life of a practical 
farmer on the farm where he was born and has always lived and will probably live the bal- 
ance of his life. This old homestead consists of five hundred and sixty acres of land, about 
two hundred acres of it being cleared. It is considered one of the best improved farms in the 
county, and has good buildings and fences and other evidences of prosperity. In 1885 Mr. 
Payne married Willie Blanche Herron, whose father came from Tennessee and was for some years 
a merchant at Charleston, where he died. His widow married R. Denman, and died in 1SS7. 
Mrs. Payne was born in Charleston, and was educated at Oxford Female college. She has 
borne her husband two sons and one daughter. Mr. Payne is amember of George Washing- 
ton lodge No. 157, A. I. & A. M., at Charleston. He is also a member of A. Macon Leigh 
lodge, Knights of Honor, No. 3238, of the same place. Mr. Payne is a man who stands 
high in every way among his fellow-men. He is a progressive, wideawake farmer and a prac- 
tical one as well. He is looked upon with confidence and trust, and is an earnest, useful 
citizen. : 

The commercial circle of Hernando, De Soto county, Miss., has no more conspicuous 
figure than Jordan A. Payne, whose career will be briefly outlined in the following space. 
He is the fifth of a family of nine children, and was born September 1, 1842, to Jordan and 
Nettie (Joyner) Payne. His father removed from ‘Tennessee to De Soto county in 1833 and 
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engaged in planting. He was reasonably successful in his occupation, and was recognized as 
a man of sterling worth by all who knew him. He was a son of William and Sarah (Burrus) 
Payne, natives of North Carolina. The mother of our subject was a daughter of Isaac and 
C. (Davis) Joyner, of North Carolina. They wereall agricultural people and free from polit- 
ical ambitions. Jordan A. passed his boyhood and youth in De Soto county, attending the 
private schools of the neighborhood. When the late war came he was not slow to take up 
arms in defense of his country. He enlisted in 1861 in company K, Ninth Mississippi regi- 
ment, and served until he was honorably discharged. He then went to Virginia and attached 
himself to company C, Forty-second Mississippi, remaining with this regiment until the battle 
of Gettysburg, when he was taken prisoner; he was sent to Fort Delaware and held there as 
a prisoner of war until June 18, 1565. After his release he returned to his home and went 
to work with a will to replace what the ravages of war had swept from the country. He 
now owns upward of two thousand acres of land, which he is cultivating in cotton, corn and 
grasses. He owns a half interest in the business of Payne & Bell, which firm is one of the 
most reliable in the state, doing a business of $60,000 to $80,000 annually, and carrying a 
stock of $7,000 to $10,000; the house of business is owned by the firm and is one of the 
best built in the place. Mr. Payne was united in marriage in 1873 to Miss Mary Banks, of 
De Soto county, a daughter of Lemuel and Louisa (Tate) Banks, natives of Georgia. She 
died in 1874, leaving no children, Mr. Payne was married a second time in 1880 to Miss 
Sallie Bowdre, a Mississippian, and a daughter of Maj. A. R. and Lucy (Meriwether) Bowdre, 
of Georgia. Five children are the result of this marriage: Albert Bowdre, Lelia, Ava P., 
Clifford and Henry Grady. Mr. and Mrs. Payne are members of the Baptist church and he 
is a Knight of Honor. He is aman of unquestioned probity of character and enjoys the 
esteem of all who know him. 

L. C. Payne, asuccessful planter of Lee county, was born in Tennessee in 1839, and is 
a son of James and Elizabeth Payne, natives of Kentucky. James Payne was the son of 
Lawrence and Mary Payne. The subject of this notice received a fair English education, 
and at the age of sixteen years started out in life on his own responsibility. He was married 
November 7, 1860, to Miss Martha J. Moore, a native of Alabama, born May 20, 1845, and a 
daughter of John A. and Jane K. Moore, natives of North Carolina. The father was born 
November 24, 1807, and the mother was born November 7, 1S14. They were both worthy 
members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. They reared a family of nine children, 
eight of whom lived to maturity: Thomas F., deceased; William J , deceased; Sarah E., 
deceased; Robert G., who married Sarah Brombley; Jane K., wife of John Mnglish; Abra- 
ham, deceased; Lelia, deceased; and Martha J., the wife of Mr. Payne. Mr. and Mrs. 
Payne have reared a family of eleven children, nine of whom still survive: Reuben F., 
married Belle Morgan; Willard J. married Emma Knowles; Amy I., wife of Samnel Scrib- 
ner; Mlizabeth J., wife of T. Monaghan; Ada <A., wife of Nathaniel Coggins; Abraham A.; 
Jesse T.; Leo N.; Martha A.; John A., born January 4, 1865, died June 19, 1887; and 
Albert W., born June 29, 1877, and died October 7, ISS1. Mr. Payne is the thirdin a 
family of five children. In 1561] he enlisted under Capt. John M. Simonton, and through- 
out the remainder of the war saw a great deal of active service. He was taken ill the first 
year of his enlistment, and came home, remaining six months; he reénlisted under Captain 
Asheraft, in the I’orty-first Mississippi regiment, and participated in some of the most noted 
engagements of 1862. He was sent back to Mississippi and transferred to the Virst Mis- 
sissippi regiment, participating in the engagement at Port Hudson, where he was captured; 
he was paroled, returned to his home, and after six months went to Atlanta, and thence to 
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now covers not less than one thousand eight hundred acres. He has improved the place with 
fencing, good substantial buildings and a comfortable, convenient residence. His principal 
crops are cotton and corn, and he has made the beginning of great improvements in the 
breed of his livestock. He now has some of the finest Jersey and Holstein cattle, with 
which the place in time will be fully stocked. The politics of the county have always been 
of interest to Mr. Pearce, and for four years he has been a member of the board of super- 
visors. He belongs to the P. B. Tutt lodge No. ——, A. F. & A. M., of which he he has 
been junior warden. He is also a member of the Knights of Honor, and is the lecturer of 
the Farmers’ Alliance. Mr. and Mrs. Pearce are worthy members of the Rocky Springs Mis- 
sionary Baptist church. They are the parents of six children: Cora R., deceased; Mamie, 
wife of S. W. Johnson; Josie S., wife of W. F. Heard, of Sunflower county; Edmond B.; 
Robert N.; and Mercy E., a student at Clinton, Miss. Mr. Pearce has ever been keenly alive 
to the needs of the community in which he lives, and has been generous in giving of his 
means to aid in its growth and development. He is a man of great popularity, and is the 
present candidate for sheriff of Yazoo county. 
“They shunned not labor when ’twas due, 
They wrought with right good will, 
a And for the homes they won for them, 
Their children bless them still.” 


The first of the Pearcefield family to locate in the state of Mississippi was James B. 
Pearcefield, the father of the subject of this sketch, who left his native state to locate here 
when a young man, he being one of the earliest pioneers of Jefferson county. He was born 
on blue grass soil, as was his father before him, his family being among the very first of the 
pioneer settlers of Kentucky. After his removal to Mississippi, J. B. Peareefield was married 
here to Miss Isabella Montgomery, daughter of John B. Montgomery, who was one of the 
first settlers of this region from the Palmetto state. After the celebration of his nuptials Mr. 
Pearcefield setUed on a plantation, and in following this calling lis effoius were attended 
with good results and he became well todo. After having passed a useful life he died in 
1854, his wife surviving him several years, dying in 1878. The father of the latter located 
on the farm on which his grandson, P. M. Pearcefield, is now living, but at that early day the 
land was in a very primitive condition, heavily covered with timber and canebrake, which fur- 
nished homes for innumerable wild animals, many of which fell victims to Mr. Montgomery’s 
trusty rifle. On this plantation he reared his family and resided until his death. P. M. 
Pearcefield and a sister, Mrs. James Lowe, of Harriston, Miss., are the only children born to 
their parents. The former was born in the county in which he is at present residing, on 
September 22, 1544, and obtained his education in a private school in this county. Upon the 
opening of the late war in 1561 he joined the Jefferson artillery, in Capt. Put Darden’s bat- 
tery, and served with him until the close of the war, being gunner of his battery. He was 
blown up by the explosion of an ammunition chest in one engagement, but aside from being 
quite badly burned he was uninjured. At the close of the war he was paroled with his com- 
pany at Meridian, Miss., and returned to his home to take up the occupation of farming once 
more, the details of which calling he had learned of his father, and this has since received his 
attention. He has been fortunate in his enterprises, and is now the owner of his grandfather 
Montgomery’s old homestead, which is a good, and under Mr. Pearcefield’s watchful care, an 
admirably cultivated one. He was married in Franklin county, Miss., May 29, 1867, to Mrs. 
Amelia J. Herring, daughter of J. Monroe Brown, a native of Franklin county, but now a 
resident of McNair. Mrs. Pearcefield was born in Jefferson county, but was educated at Port 
Gibson, Claiborne county, Miss., leaving school an intelligent and accomplished young lady. 
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She was first married in Franklin county to Mr. Herring, who died while in prison at Camp 
Morton, Ind., while serving in the Confederate army. ‘To her first marriage three children 
were born: D. M. Herring, who is a railroad agent and resides at McNair; Jennie, wife of 5. 
L. Davis, a railroad contractor of Seneca, Kas., and Ida, an accomplished young lady. Mr. 
Pearcefield carries on all his operations according to the most advanced and progressive ideas, 
and he has long since gained the reputation of being among the very foremost agriculturists 
of this portion of the county. He early became acquainted with the duties of farm labor, 
and this fact, in connection with the industry, perseverance and energy which he has ever 
manifested, has done much toward bringing about his present good fortune. He owns about 
twelve hundred acres of excellent land, about three hundred aeres of which are open and 
devoted to the raising of the usual Southern products. He has been interested in local pol- 
ities, and has served as a delegate to a number of county and congressional conventions. He 
is a Master Mason, and he and his accomplished and amiable wife, who is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh, have many warm friends and are favorites with all who know 
them. 

A: V. Pearcifield, planter, Benoit, Miss., is a native Kentuckian, born in 1822, and his 
parents, Henry and Lovey (Pearce) Pearcifield, were natives also of the Blue Grass state. The 
paternal grandfather was a native of the famous Emerald isle. He left his native land to 
come to the United States and settled in the Old Dominion at an early date. The maternal 
grandfather, Robert Pearce, was a native of Virginia, but at an early date emigrated to Ken- 
tucky, where he followed planting until his death in 1832. A. V. Pearcitield was reared and 
educated in his native state, but in 1539 came to Mississippi, settling first in Jefferson, then 
Adans, and finally in 1556 in Bolivar county, on Egypt ridge. In 1866 he settled on his 
present place, ou Egypt ridge, four miles from Benoit, and is now the owner of one thousand 
two hundred and forty acres in different tracts, with seven hundred acres under cultivation. 
in i504 he was married to Miss Narcissa Noble, of Natchez, and the fruits of this union were 
two children: Margaret (deceased) and Emma. Mrs. Pearcitield died in 1860. After set- 
tling upon his present property Mr. Pearcifield entered actively upon the work of clearing 
and improving, and his career since that time has been marked by industry and strict atten- 
tion to his calling. His plantation is beautifully improved, and everything about the place 
shows the energy and good managemeut for which he has ever been noted. In the manave- 
ment of this fine plantation he does not lose sight of the stock industry and raises some fine 
animals, being the owner at the present time of a fine stallion. Mr. Pearcifield is above the 
average hight, rather inclined to be portly, marked features and hair turning toward the silver 
tint. He is,strong, hearty aud robust. During the war he was placed in charge of the 
wagons at the salt mines (or works) in Alabama by the Confederate government. 

William L. Pearman. Bolivar county, Miss., has become well known for its prosperous 
planters, and this reputation has been acquired by the energy and enterprise of such planters as 
William L. Pearman, whose labors to acquire a competency haye been earnest, persistent and 
continuous. He was born in the Palmettostate, March 1, 1845, being the fourth in a family of 
nine children born to Benjamin and Drucilla (McGregor) Pearman, their entire lives being 
spent in South Carolina, where Mr. Pearman was engaged in planting and died on his old 
homestead in 1880, having reached a ripe old age. His father was Weldon C. Pearman and 
his mother’s maiden name was Shirley, the ancestors of both having come from England and 
settled near Petersburg, Va., in the welfare of which section they interested themselves, 
becoming substantial and honored residents of the Old Dominion. The maternal grandfather 


was William McGregor and the maternal grandmother’s name was Dean, natives of Scotland 
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and Wales, respectively. In the town of Anderson, 5. C., William L. Pearman was reared, 
his edueation being received in a private school, and although his advantages were not of the 
best, he made fair progress in his studies, and up to the age of sixteen years, when the war 
opened, he was as far advanced as any youth of his age. Although but a boy, he immediately 
enlisted in the Confederate army, becoming a member of company FE, Twentieth South 
Carolina regiment, under L. M. Keith, and until the war closed was one of the tried and true 
soldiers of the Confederacy. He was in the siege of Charleston, Cold Harbor, besides nearly 
all the engagements in Virginia, and although severely wounded in the head at Berryville, 
his good constitution and determination stood him in good stead and it was not long before 
he was again ready for duty. At the time of Lee’s surrender he was at Charlotte, N. C., 
soon after which he returned to his home and in 1866 came to Mississippi, and became over- 
seer for Dr. Mart Ellis, in Tippah county, but continued with him for only one year. At the 
end of that time he made a short visit to his old home in South Carolina, but soon returned 
to Mississippi and took an interest in a drug store, at Baldwin, but this venture not proving 
a success, he went to Texas, after spending a short time in Bolivar county. Six months later 
he returned to Mississippi and was here married, in 1874, to Miss Viola Reeves, a native of 
this state and a daughter of Sylvester K. and Elizabeth (Bird) Reeves, native Mississippians, 
and by her he became the father of eight children: William M., Eveline (deceased), Mar- 
garet, Roberta, Minnie, Arthur C., Pearl and Reuben, the living ones still making their home 
under the parental roof. Mr. Pearman began life very poor in purse, but has succeeded in 
accumulating one thousand four hundred acres of land, and by his own efforts has cleared 
and improved six hundred acres. In 1S$5 he erected a neat and pretty residence at a cost of 
$2,500, and is the owner of about $5,000 worth of real estate in Cleveland. He is one of the 
oldest settlers of this part of Bolivar county, having come here when there were only three 
men within a radius of fifteen or twenty miles, his nearest postothice (Concordia) being thirty 
miles distant. His land was heavily covered with timber and canebrake, but he now has a 
valuable and highly productive plantation, a state of affairs that has been brought about by 
his own efforts. He has never engaged in speculation to any extent, but has made what he 
now has by the sweat of his brow, and throughout his quiet, uneventful life has continued to 
pursue the even tenor of his way, and has never meddled with affairs that did not concern 
him. He and his wife and two children are active members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and socially he belongs tothe Knights of Honor. Mr. Pearman is very highly esteemed 
by all who know him, and by his numerous friends was elected to the constitutional conven- 
tion at Jackson, but was beaten out of his seat through fraud. He has a very comfortable 
and pleasant residence, and he and his wife have a very interesting and intelligent family of 


children. 
“Tio! I declare I deem him blest 


Whose foot, here pausing, findeth rest.” 

Charles A. Pearson (deceased) in times now past, had been closely identified with 
the welfare and material and social happiness of this region, and here the greater number of 
his days of usefulness were spent. Even in his youth he possessed an intellect of no 
ordinary ability, and the power and originality of his genius was felt by all with whom he 
came in contact in after years. His birth occurred in Fredericksburg, Va., in 1805, he 
being the only son of a family of ten children horn to his parents, three members only of 
whom are living at the present time: Mary, Margaretta and Martha. He was a direet 
descendant of the old Quaker stock of William Penn, and possessed in an eminent decree the 
love of truth and simple tastes of his time-honored ancestor. He was edueated in the 
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schools of Fredericksburg and throughout his long and useful career he was a stanch friend 
of education and believed in the universal education of the masses. He was especially 
devoted to scientific researches, astronomy and mathematics being his special delight, and 
from the study of these branches he derived much profit and pleasure. He was very 
kind, affectionate and charitable in disposition, was filled with the milk of human kind- 
ness for all, but being chary of having his ‘‘right hand know what his left hand doeth,” 
many of his charities remained unknown. He was at all times very public-spirited, for he 
loved his country better than life, and did everything in’ his power to advance her interests 
and promote her progress and development. The most of his business life was spent 
as a cotton merchant, the old and well-known firm of Pearson & Hume being established 
in Grand Gulf, Miss., the same year as his arrival here, and as a man of business he 
possessed far more than ordinary ability. The business of this large firm extended from the 
Pearl river in Lawrence County, Miss., to Liverpool, England, andin point of commercial credit 
and for business capacity it was known in every city of any importance in the Union. He 
began life at the bottom of the ladder, for previous to his removal to Port Gibson he was 
a salesman on a salary. After being in Mississippi for some time, he traveled throughout 
‘the Southwest, and by trade purchased some six thousand acres of land in Texas, a large 
portion of which is still in possession of his family. At the opening of the Civil war, 
Mr. Pearson had accumulated a comfortable fortune, but in his love for the South he became 
conspicuous as a devoted Confederate, and in 1862 his elegant home was laid in ashes 
and he was in numerous other ways plundered of his property. At the bombardment of 
Grand Gulf, he stood by the side of Col. Wade, aiding the Confederate commander by his 
knowledge of the topography of the country, until the latter fell dead at his feet. While on a 
trip to England he was present at the coronation of Queen Victoria. He was married March 
26, 1846, to Miss Clara Warren, a native of Oswestry, Shropshire, England, her birth occur- 
ring in that towu, which is one of the oldest in England, January, 11, 1826, the name of her 
_ home being Brynmorda. Mrs. Pearson received excellent advantages in her youth, a princi- 
pal portion of her education being receivedin France, one of her teachers being Madame 
Collyer, whokept a French school for English girls. Mrs. Pearson’s sisters were also educated 
there. Her union with Mr. Pearson resulted inthe birth of eleven children—seven sons and 
four daughters—of whom there are nine living: George B., who is a successful pharmacist 
of Fredericksburg, Va.; Charles W., who is head bookkeeper, cashier and correspondent in the 
celebrated clothing house of Schwab & Co., of St. Louis, Mo.; William J. who is a eotton 
planter and a member of the board of supervisors at Grand Gulf, Miss.; Alfred M., a sue- 
cessful telegrapher of the state of Washington.; Isaac C. is a resident of Vicksburg, Miss., 
and is manager of the telephone exchange; Lawrence is a commercial traveler for Sehwab 
& Co.,in the state of Arkansas; Clara P. is the widow of Thomas M. Harwood, who was 
engaged in the municipal affairs of Claiborne county (Mrs. Harwood is an accomplished lady, 
having been a teacher of Grand Gulf previous to her marriage, and is very skillful with her 
needle, having been awarded first mention for point lace at the World’s fair at New Orleans 
in IS85); Hleanor resides at home; Mary G. is the wife of Sprig Harwood, a relative of the 
Harwoods of Boston, and resides in Los Angeles, Cal.; Harriet died in infaney, and Henry, 
who was the sixth of the family, died of yellow fever at Grand Gulf at the age of twenty-one 
years, and would in all probability have been a machinist of note had his life been spared. 
Mr. Pearson was a man who always held a high place in the estimation of his fellow-citizens 
and lived, as he died, an earnest member of the Episcopal church. He had frequent  pre- 


monitions that his death wonld be sudden, and was several times, within a few years, prostrated 
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with heart disease, which at last caused his death Sunday, January, 11, 1878, the funeral services 
being conducted by Rey. Mr. Cary, who read the services of the Episcopal church at the 
grave. The pallbearers were: Messrs. William Brown, Sr., J. L. Foote, John Burnet, J. L. 
Kennard, Joseph A. Gage, Charles Shreve, W. T. Morris, J. S. Mason, of Port Gibson, and 
Charles Johnson, Sr., A. A. Nichols, Henry Simonson and J. P. Taylor, of Grand Gulf. 
So ended the lifeof one of Mississippi’s most illustrious sons. He was a great lover of 
horses all his life, and at the time of his death he left valuable real estate in Mississippi, 
Louisiana and Texas amounting to about four thousand acres. 

Dr. William EK. Pearson, a well-known practitioner of Scooba, Kemper county, Miss., 
resides three and a half miles east of Scooba. He was born in Greene county, Ala., in 1536, 
and is a son of Jobn and Margaret (Forbes) Pearson. His father was born in South Caro- 
lina about the year 1785; he was descended from one of two brothers who came to America, 
and were brigadier-generals in the War of the Revolution. ‘he parents were married in 
North Carolina and removed to Alabama, where the father died shortly after the birth of our 
subject in 1836; he was a large planter and owned a large estate. The mother was born in 
North Carolina in 1S16 and died in 1856; she was a member of the Christian church and the 
- father belonged to the Baptist church. William FE. was their only child. He spent his early 
life in Alabama in Greene and Sumter counties. He received his literary education near 
Nashville, Tenn., at Franklin college, his medical education at Charleston, 8. C., and New 
Orleans, and began the practice of medicine in 1859, having located at Gainesville, Ala. 
In 1860 he removed to his present home, where he has since resided. In 1862 he enlisted in 
the Confederate army and was attached to the First Tennessee Regiment as assistant surgeon. 
He never missed a march or battle from the time of his enlistment until the surrender. He 
was at Gettysburg and in the seven days’ fight around Richmond. He was taken prisoner 
and afterward paroled. In 1561 the Doctor was united in marriage to Miss C. F. Harwood, 
of Gainesville, Ala., a daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Ellison) Harwood, natives of Vir- 
ginia. Mrs. Pearson was born in Virginia in 1835. Four children were born of this union: 
John F. and William E., Jr., are at home; William and Vdward died in childhood. Dr. 
Pearson is identified with the democratic party. He is a member of the Masonic order, 
belonging both to the Blue lodge and chapter. He is a member of the Knights of Honor, 
lodge No. 2554. He has given some attention to farming, in addition to his professional 
duties. He owns sixteen hundred acres of land, which have been improved under his diree- 
tion. He has been very successful in his medical practice and has a large patronage. He is 
a man of kind and generous impulses, and is ready always to aid the needy and to be of 
service to the general public in any way that is presented. He is a member of the Presby- 
terian church, while his wife belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Dr. John B. Pease, the oldest practicing physician of Bolivar county, anda popular drug- 
gist at Gunnison, is the son of John B. and Elizabeth (Dibrell) Pease, his birth oceurring in 
Nashville, Tenn., while his parents were there on a visit. The father was born in Utiea, N. 
Y., and there grew to manhood, and received an excellent education. He eame to Missis- 
sippi about 1834 or 1835, located in Yazoo county, and secured a large tract of land upon 
which Yazoo City is now built. In 1837 or 1S3S he married Miss Dibrell, a native of Ten- 
nessee, and afterward made his home on his estate in Yazoo City. He not only became a very 
extensive planter, but was also a successful merchant at Manchester, now Yazoo City. Although 
active in politics and very pronounced in his views in regard to competent officials, he was no 
ofliceseeker himself. The Pease family trace their origin to Otho I, emperor of Germany 
961-983. This emperor knighted an officer of his army named Pease and granted him a 
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coat of arms with the motto: “Sie itur ad astra, optime de patra meruit.” In 1637 Robert 
Pease came to America, settled near Enfield, Conn., and entered the site of Martha’s Vineyard 
from the crown of England. His descendants may be found in every state and territory in the 
Union, also the provinces of Canada, and every political office from governor down has been 
tilled by some one bearing the family name. This name is also to be found upon the army 
rolls of every state, in the Civil war, both North and South, and frequent instances occurred 
where officers of that name opposed each other in battle. On the mother’s side the Dibrells 
descended from French Huguenots. Grandfather Edwiu Dibrell, wasin the treasury depart- 
ment under President Polk, and was a prominent citizen of Nashville, Tenn. The mother’s 
cousin, Gen. George Dibrell, was a member of congress from Tennessee for many years, and 
was a brigadier-veneral in the Civil war. He was covering the retreat of President Davis 
when the latter was captured. Dr. John B. Pease, to whom has descended the family name, 
was reared in Yazoo county, Miss., and was left fatherless when but two years of age. He 
received his literary and medical education in the University of Virginia, and in 1860 entered 
the medical department of the University of Louisiana, from which he graduated the follow- 
ing year. He then began practicing at Yazoo City, remained there until 1862, when he enlisted 
in the sixty days’ troopsas private. At the expiration of that time he was appointed assistant 
surgeon in the reserve corps, and in reorganizing the medical staff of the corps under 
General Forrest be was made surgeon, filling that position until the close of hostilities. In 
1865 he came to Bolivar county, located at Holmes lake, and there engaged in planting until 
1869, when he moved to Concordia, where he practiced his profession. There he resided 
until L891, and in connection with his practice was also engaged in planting. In 1590 he 
erected a drug store at Gunnison, and in the following year erected a residence into which 
he moved soon after. Dr. Pease was married in 1862 to Miss Emma C. Evens, a native 
of Claiborne county, Miss., and daughter of James Evens. Six children have been the fruits 
of this union, one of whom is deceased: Loudie D., marricd Dr. Jones and died in 1891, 
John B., Jr.; George Evens, Herbert W., Minrette and Standifer W. The family hold nem- 
bership in the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Pease is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
and isa master of Concordia lodge No. 347; is past grand dictator of the state in the Knights 
of Honor, and is past chancellor of the Knights of Pythias. He was the organizer of the 
Knights of Pythias lodge No. 67, of Gunnison. He was quite active in politics formerly. 
Mr. Pease has a store well stocked with faney goods and toilet articles as well as a full line 
of drugs, and by his pleasant social manner and gentlemanly conduct has already built up a 
good trade. His eldest son, who graduated from the Medical college at Little Rock, is asso- 
ciated with his father in practice. 

A. C. Peatross, of the firm of Peatross, Cameron & Co., extensive coal merchants, of 
Vicksburg, Miss., was born in Virginia in IS61, the eighth in a family of ten children born 
to Samuel D. and Angelina (Seay) Peatross, the parents being also Virginians, the father a 
successful planter by occupation. He died in 1866. A.C. Peatross was educated in Vir- 
ginia, and followed clerking and working on a farm in his native state until 1S70, when he 
came to Mississippi, and for some time clerked in the city of Jackson. He became a resident 
of Vicksburg in 1878, and after clerking in various establishments until ISSY, he became a 
member of the present firm, whieh is a very prosperous one, and of which he is one of the 
active and enterprising members. He was married to Mrs. (Mattingly) Teay, a daughter of 
A. D. Mattingly, and to their union a family of six children have been born: Charles E., 
Lee, Mary Ann, Kate G., Edith and Regina. By her former husband Mrs. Peatross beeame 
the mother of two children: Austin and Joe. She is a member of the Catholic chureh, and 
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is a worthy and useful member of society. Socially, Mr. Peatross is a member of the A. I. 
of H. and the K. of P. fraternities. 

G. I’. Peek, M. D., of Rose Hill, Miss., was a native of Autauga county, Ala., and was 
born August 12, 1836. He is a son of George and Sarah I. (Saxon) Peek. The father was 
a native of Virginia, and the mother of South Carolina. ‘They were married in Lawrence 
county, of the latter named state, and shortly afterward settled in Autauga county, Ala., 
removing thence to Coosa county, Ala., where they resided until their deaths. They were 
the parents of seven children, named: Naney E., Charlotte E., Sophia E., George F., James 
S., Benjamin IF. and William R. Dr. Peek was educated at the Ceutral institute, of Coosa 
county, and in 1856 began reading medicine with Dr. Thomas Kdwards, of that county. In 
the winter of 1857-8 he attended the Reform Medical college, of Macon, Ga., after which he 
returned home, and in 1859 came from there to Jasper county, Miss., locating about five miles 
southeast of Garlandville. where he began the practice of his profession. In the winter of 
1859-60 he took his second term of lectures at the Reform Medical college at Macon, from 
which institute he was graduated in the spring of 1860, Returning to Jasper county, he 
resumed his medical practice there. In August, I1S61, he enlisted in the Tolson’s guards, of 
which he was elected first lieutenant, then at the organization of the regiment was elected 
major, and with that rank served with credit until the reorganization of the regiment in 1862, 
when he returned home, and organized a cavalry company, which was attached to the Fifty- 
sixth Alabama cavalry, and soon afterward transferred to the Twelfth Mississippi cavalry, 
in which organization he was captain until the close of the war. Taking up his residence 
again in Jasper county, he again hung out his shingle as a medical practitioner. He has 
been one of the most successful physicians of the county since that time, having built up a 
large and extensive practice and gained the confidence of the public to an unusual degree. 
February 28, 1566, he was married to Miss Saphronia A., the daughter of James and Mildred 
(isher) McCormick, who has borne him eight children, as foliows: Ocie R., William E., 
Edwin F., Luna Pearl, Luta R., Lura C., Saphronia A., and an infant, who died before being 
named. March 24, 1884, Mrs. Peek died, regretted by all who knew her, leaving a name 
among her neighbors as a consistent Christian woman, an affectionate wife and a model 
mother. Dr. Peek is a member of the Masonic order and of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. He is the owner of twenty-two hundred acres of land, of which three hundred acres 
are under cultivation. He is a successful and helpful citizen, well liked in the community, 
and influential in all his relations. 

Dr. R. H. Peel, a prominent physician of north Mississippi, now practicing his profession 
at Holly Springs, is the second child and eldest son of Volney and Charlotte Royston Peel. 
Volney Peel, the father of Dr. R. H. Peel, was the eldest sou of Hunter Peel, and was born in 
Bedford county, Va., whence the family moved to north Alabama, and there settled near 
Huntsville in the early history of that state. There he studied civil engineering and practical 
surveying, and was employed as draughtsman in the land office at Florence, Ala. During 
this time he married Charlotte Royston, the daughter of an old Virginia gentleman, a soldier 
under Washington during the Revolution. His parents dying, Volney Peel lived for a short 
time near Courtland, Lawrence county, Ala., where Robert H. Peel was born, September 30, 
1832. Receiving an appointment from the government to survey the territory, embracing all 
north Mississippi, then occupied by the Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians, he left his young 
wife and child with her parents, who had moved to Hardeman county, Tenu., and at once 
hasteaed to the scene of his labors, which required two years of hardship, toil and exposure 


in an unexplored wilderness, inhabited only by Indians. Having completed his work to the 
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entire satisfaction of the government, he bought a large tract of land in Marshall county, and 
hastily building some rude cabins, he moved his family to a pioneer home in 1554, the first 
white man to settle in the county. The Indians being removed by the government, a white 
population began to pour into the country with astonishing rapidity. Wealthy planters 
owning hundreds of slaves purchased the lands and opened large cotton plantations, and such 
was the great fertility of the virgin soil that agriculture flourished, and then began what has 
been called the flush times of Mississippi. Being two years of age at the time his father em1- 
grated to Mississippi, Robert Peel grew to manhood on a cotton plantation, receiving his 
education principally from the common schools of the county. At the age of fifteen he entered 
St. Thomas Hall, of Holly Springs, with the eminent Dr. Hawks as principal, with the 
view of taking a thorough collegiate course of study. Among his classmates were our distin- 
guished senator, Gen. Ed Walthall, Gen. J. R. Chalmers, Col. J. A. Autry and others who 
have distinguished themselves in the profession of law and in political and military life. His 
father dying the same year he entered college, he was called, at the age of fifteen years, 
to assume the grave responsibility of watching over an invalid mother and six young brothers, 
besides engineering a large farming interest, employing over one hundred slaves. As his 
mother’s waning days showed the sands of life were almost run, she requested a solemniza- 
tion of his marriage with Miss Virginia M. Matthews, which event was deferred on account 
of the critical condition of his mother’s health. In October, 1552, he was unitedin marriage 
with Miss Virginia M. Matthews, third child and daughter of Dr. B. D. Matthews, who had 
moved to Marshall county, Miss., in 1535, a successful practitioner and speculator in the early 
history of the county. In his wife he found an able counselor; possessing great force of char- 
acter and rare personal endowments, she presided a sacred priestess about the altar of home, 
dispensing the blessing of domestic love, assuming and faithfully performing the duties of 
mother to an orphaned household. Two daughters were the fruits of this marriage, both of 

whom died in infancy, and after three years of unalloyed happiness, bis wife was called to join 
her angels in the skies. Placing his brothers at school, his two elder brothers, Albert and Addi- 
son, at the Military school of Kentucky, he turned his back upon his beautiful and palatial 
home and sought a balm for a wounded spirit in the study of medicine, spending several 
years in New Orleans, where he received a diploma from the School of Medicine, Louisiana. 
Returning to his home, then densely populated by wealth and influence, he devoted himself 
to the practice of his chosen profession and to his farming interest. The representative of a 
time-honored family and from his own individual worth, he soon ranked among the first 
practitioners of his age. At the breaking out of the Jate war he raised a company of his 
friends and neighbors and went to Richmond, Va., with the Nineteenth Mississippi regi- 
ment, commanded by Colonel Matt, killed at Williamsburg, and Lieut.-Col. L. Q. C. Lamar, 
the distinguished senator from the state and now one of the supreme judges of the United 
States. Arriving at Richmond, Dr. R. H. Peel was tendered the position of assistant surgeon of 
the Nineteenth Mississippi regiment, which he declined, but soon after accepted a position as 
surgeon of the Nineteenth regiment, aud also a commission as surgeon of Gen. C. M. Wil- 
cox’s brigade, and at once began operating upon the wounded Federal soldiers at the old 
stone house on the first battlefield of Manassas. And here we would state that, with that 
philanthropy of which his life has been such a beautiful expression, he so won upon the hearts 
of a rough soldiery in his efforts to soothe and encourage them amid the painful operations 
of the knife, they exclaimed, “ My God! why are we fighting such men?” After the state 
troops were brigaded, the Nineteenth Mississippi regiment was placed in a brigade comi- 
manded by General Posey, who was killed at Bristow station, and subsequently by Gen. W, 
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S. Featherstone, who was transferred to the department of Mississippi, after which it was 
commanded by Gen. Nat Harris, of Vicksburg, until the surrender. In February, 1865, Dr. 
Peel was transferred, by his own request, to the department of Mississippi. Returning home 
ona short furlough, to look after the interest of his younger brothers, he was married to 
Miss Alice Maud Matthews, a younger sister of his former wife, and repaired at once to his 
new field of duty at Lee hospital, near Lauderdale springs, in Mississippi, where he remained 
on duty until the surrender of the Southern army. Three of Dr. Peel’s younger brothers fol- 
lowed his fortunes in the army of Virginia, two of whom were killed—Thomas in the seven 
days’ fight around Richmond, and Albert, the adjutautof the Nineteenth Mississippi regiment, 
was killed at Spottsylvania Courthouse, falling within three feet of the oak tree, twenty-two 
inches in diameter, which was cut down with rifle balls at the “bloody angle,’ as it is called 
in history, where General Grant had massed seven lines of battle, to force his way through 
General Lee’s lines at this place. The stump of this tree is now in the museum at Washing- 
ton city. Another brother, Addison Peel, was captured at Spottsylvania, and remained in 
prison at Fort Delaware until the surrender. Volney Peel, the youngest brother, then a 
mere boy, was wounded while with General Forrest’s command at Franklin, Tenn., but 
recovered soon. He was married to Miss Holt, of Virginia parentage, who died several years 
ago, leaving to her husband’s care a daughter and three sons, who now reside sixteen miles 
south of Holly Springs, upon a fine farm with tive hundred acres under cultivation. Andrew 
Peel, the third brother, removed to Texas in 1858, in quest of a more salubrious climate. He 
located a large stock farm and owned a large land estate at his death, which occurred some 
years ago, leaving a wife and five children to inherit his wealth. Returning home when our 
banner had been furled o’er dead hopes and wasted lives, the three brothers met upon the 
spot they once called home, now a deserted, desolate spot. Tire, as well as the sword, had 
done its work, and naught remained to tell of the beauty and grandeur of old Hickory park, 
save its walls, which were built of brick, the Grst in Marshall county, aud which stood defi- 
antly frowning at the midnight torch and marauding mob of an invading army. Near by, 
fanned by the evening zephyr, garlanded by trailing vines and lovely flowers, shaded by the 
willow’s bending boughs, where the song-bird trilled a mournful requiem, slept the parents 
from whom they inherited a spirit which knew no defeat, and, gathering up the ashes whose 
fires had lone burnt out, they went forth to battle with an untried future. The hand which 
had wielded the sword, handled the rifle and skillfully guided the amputating knife soon 
learned to hold the plow and guide the faithful mule, and with a fixed determination to 
rebuild their ruined fortunes. For years Dr. Peel has devoted his time to his profession and 
a Jarge farming interest, and is now living in Holly Springs, with a large and lucrative prac- 
tice, and at the age of fifty-eight is as active, vigorous and usefully employed as in years gone 
by, when the impulse of life’s dawning manhood quickened into action the energy which has 
crowned the nobility of his life with its own green laurels. Residing in the northern part 
of our town, in a grand old residence surrounded by majestic oaks, and a beautiful lawn 
terraced by lovely flowers, where his wife and accomplished daughter and only elild, Mary 
G. Peel, preside, dispensing the hospitality which not only entertains, but invites all to its 
welcome shades, a benefactor and friend, lives Dr. Peel, a noble Christian gentleman whom 
all delight to honor. 

George H. Peets, M. D.,one of Wilkinson county’s worthy planters and a leading physi- 
cian, is located near Buffalo river, fourteen miles northwest of Woodville. The Doctor is 
very well known and has a large cirele of friends and an extensive practice, and by reason of 


his superior skill, long years of practice and excellent judgment receives and merits the con- 
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fidence of the community. He is a native of Louisiana, and was born near Laurel Hill, on 
the West Feliciana railroad, and was the eldest of a family of three—one son and two daugh- 
ters, the latter two dying in infancy and named Mary Eliza and Maria L. They were the 
children of Lee Peter and Cassandra (Davis) Peets, natives of Louisiana and Tennessee 
respectively. The mother was born near Greeneville, Tenn., and was brought to Louisiana 
when a child by her parents. Samuel Davis, her father, was born in Richmond, Va., and 
came down the river to Fort Adams, and later, going to Louisiana, settled near Tunica, where 
he reared a large family. He was a leading member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
built a church in the same vicinity that still stands as a monument to his religious character 
and his honored memory. He was very active in church work, and at his death had accumu- 
lated a handsome competency for himself and family, valued at about 370,000. He was very 
industrious, a hard worker and an honest man. He is said to have shortened his days by 
unceasing activity and unflageing hard work, but his name of high integrity is the common 
heritaye of the county and state. The mother of George H. was his eldest child, and was 
reared in Louisiana, where she married. Her brother, Richard Davis, is living in Holmes 
county, Miss. Mrs. Peets died in 1S44, at the age of thirty-six years, an earnest member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, in which she was very active. Mr. Peets, the father, and 
his brother George W. were left orphans at a very early age. The father settled on the 
property where Baton Rouge is now located, and later, when deprived of his rights here, had 
in view the education of his younger brother George in the law for the purpose of fitting and 
posting themselves in securing their rights in that city. George read law in Minden, La., 
under Judge Murray, a famous lawyer of that district, and was admitted to the bar of Louisi- 
ana at the age of twenty-two years, and held the office of circuit judge for several years. He 
also served in the legislature, and was very popular in political circles. He died in the thirty- 
seventh year of his age, a single man. His whole object in life was to repay his brother for 
the pains taken in securing his education and in supporting him until Lis education was 
finished. He had attended Centenary college for several years, and was splendidly educated 
and possessed naturally the highest talents. He was of unusually good address, of a com- 





manding appearance—six feet one inch in hight, weighed one hundred and eighty pounds, had 
dark hair, hght brown eyes, and was a fluent and finished debater. The father in early life 


began planting on a very small seale, but by energy and economy gradually gathered together 


enough to comfortably sustain and educate his family. He was an honored citizen, greatly 
loved and respected by all. He died in 1854, at the ave of forty years. George H. Peets 
was reared in the first location in which his parents settled, attended the public schools and 
later the Mississippi college, at Clinton, a Baptist school. He then attended Shelby college, 
Kentucky, and finally went to Philadelphia, at the age of twenty years. He remained in that 
city and took up the study of medicine under Charles Pendleton Tutt, of Virginia, and 
graduated from the Medical college of Philadelphia in March, 1S60. TLe returned to Mis- 
sissippi aud commenced the practice of the profession. When the war broke out he entered 
company H, of the Twenty-first Mississippi regiment, as second lieutenant, and was promoted 
to assistant surgeon, and later to surgeon of the Twenty-first Mississippi regiment in the 
army of northern Virginia, and served thus until the surrender of Appomattox. He partici- 
pated in the following engagements under General Magruder: Dam No. 2, in Virginia; at 
Savave Station (after which he entered the medical corps); the second battle of Fredericks- 
burg, in which he took active part, and was in the trenches and fired nine shots. He was at 
that time assistant surgeon. After the war he returned to the home place, where he prac- 


ticed medicine for some years. He then married and commenced planting on his present 
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place. He was married to Josephine Crow, daughter of Levi Crow, of Mississippi. Mrs. 
Peets was born and reared on the present place, where she died two years after her marriage, 
leaving no children. Mr. Peets was again married to the sister of his first wife, Eliza, who 
died, leaving six children, all of whom are yet living and all are at school: Richard Davis, 
Levi Crow, George H., Josephine (a very bright student of fifteen years, who took the full 
course of French at Whitworth college, Mississippi; she is nowat McGehee college, at Wood- 
ville), Mary E. and Lee Perey. Richard and George are at the Centenary college, one in the 
junior and one in the sophomore class. Richard attended Vanderbilt university, Nashville, 
Tenn. Dr. Peets was married, the third time, to Anna Brown, a native of this county, the 
daughter of Thomas Brown, a Methodist Episcopal minister and school superintendent of 
this county, which latter office he has held for a number of years. He is a man of fine educa- 
tion and refinement. His wife, Mary Smith, was a native of New York, educated in Buftalo 
at Miss Willard’s school. She was the niece of Fitz Smith, of New York city. Miss Anna 
Brown was very highly educated at home by her esteemed mother, taking a full classical 
course, and is a very highly accomplished and a most estimable lady. She was at the time 
of her marriage to Dr. Peets the principal of the McGehee college, aad one of the ablest and 
most highly esteemed instructors. To this union were born three children: Anna Cupples, 
Kate Lee and Grandville Hunter. Dr. and Mrs. Peets are active members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, as are four of their oldest children. Dr. Peets has held the office of 
church steward and Sunday-school superintendent. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., 
of Woodville. He was elected to the state legislature in 1883, and is a member of the board 
of trustees of the Agricultural and Mechanical college and a trustee of Centenary and 
McGehee colleges, and is one of the county’s most prominent and respected planters. He has 
nearly four thousand five hundred acres, with about one thousand acres under cultivation. 
He owns eight miles frontage on the Buffalo river. 

W. C. Pegrain, a well-huown and prominent atiorney at Vicksburg, Miss., a native of the 
city, son of Tilford and Margaret (McLemore) Pegram, is a graduate of the law department 
of the University of Louisville, Ky. In 1878 was a member of the lower house of the Missis- 
sippi legislature. As a criminal lawyer he ranks deservedly high, being regarded one of the 
best in the state. In 1890 he married Harriet Willis Barnes. On her mother’s side she is 
descended from the Montgomerys. The Barnes and Montgomery families are among the 
earliest settlers of the state. A number of them have been quite prominent in the state’s 
history. 

The Pepper family, of which R. B. Pepper, Deasonville, Miss., is a member, is one of 
the largest and most influential in the county of Yazoo, and is worthy of mention in this 
record of the leading families of Mississippi. Zedekiah Pepper was born in South Carolina, 
January 13, 1SO00, and at the age of eighteen years removed to Tennessee, and thenee to Law- 
rence county, Miss., where he married Sarah Bull. In 1535 he came to Yazoo county, where 
he was a large and prosperous planter before the war. He owned two thousand two hundred 
and fifty acres of land, the most of which was in a high state of cultivation. He died in 
1S86, at the age of eighty-six years. His wife died in ISS. They reared a family of twelve 
children, all of whom settled in Yazoo county. At the time of the father’s death he had a 
direct succession of more than one hundred descendants: lisha married Miss Rachel West 
and reared a family of five sous; Lovy married 8. Z. Dixion, and to them were born twelve 
children: Hi. B. married Miss Elizabeth Kuhn, and they had two children: Zedekiah, Jr., 
marricd Miss Matilda Beall, and they had eight children born to them; William J. married 


Miss Cornelia Mathews, and they had one child, who died in 1850; 8. J. lived to be about 
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fifly years of age and was unmarried; Sarah married T°. M. Beall, and died some years ago, 
they had two children; A. G. married Miss Amanda Stubblefield, and they had seven chil- 
dren; J. J. married Miss Rachel Penny, and they have eight children: J. H. married Miss 
Betty Penny, and to them were born ten children; Mary, the fourth child, died in infancy; 
R. B., the subject of this notice, was born in Yazoo county in 1839, and is the eleventh of the 
twelve children of Zedekiah and Sarah (Bull) Pepper. Mr. Pepper was married to Miss 
Agnes Handley, and eight children have been born to them. With six of his brothers, Mr. 
Pepper saw three years’ service in the Civil war. He was with A. G. in the engagement at 
Port Hudson; J. H. was in the engagement at Vicksburg, and J. J. fought gallantly at 
Blakely. E., Z., Jr., and 8. J. were on light duty. The two others were then deceased. 

Col. W. A. Perey was born in Huntsville, Ala., though he lived in Washington county, 
Miss., from his boyhood to the time of his death. His father was a native of Adams 
county, in this state, where his grandfather, Captain Percy, of the British naval service, set- 
tled in the early days of the Natchez province. Graduating at Princeton college, Colonc] 
Percy came home to the plantation owned by his brothers and himself on Deer ereek. He 
‘resumed his studies in the law school of the University of Virginia, where he took so high 
place in his class that his teacher, Professor Minor, predicted for him the station in the 
front rank of his profession which he afterward achieved. He married Miss Armstrong, 
daughter of General Armstrong, a distinguished soldier of the regular army. Before begin- 
ning active practice the war came on, and though au uncompromising opponent of secession, 
he raised and led to the camps the first company that left his county. He subsequently. 
after having been elected colonel of his regiment, was transferred to the staff of General 
Bowen, on which he served during the siege of Vicksburg. He was next assigned to duty 
with Gen. A. S. Long, chief of artillery of the Second corps, army of northern Virginia. 
The war over, Colonel Percy returned to his plantation home, soon moving to Greenville, 
however, and engaging in the active practice of law. He at onee received a large business, 
which continued to grow as long as he lived. Absorbed as he was in the management of his 
law business, the dire needs of the state at this, the reconstruction period, drew him much 
into pohtical affairs. This divergence did not accord with his tastes, but was an imperative 
duty—as much so as the response to the call to arms in time of war. His home, the Yazoo 
delta, was the very core of the black belt, where the carpetbaggers flourished and grew fat- 
test. It was the central point in the succeeding struggle for the building up of stable white 
supremacy—at times threatening the peace of the state and the institution of home goyern- 
ment. Through all of the years from 1870 to 1SSS Colonel Perey was the acknowledged 
leader and guide of the delta counties in the trials and perplexing emergencies growing out 
of what is known as the race question. He was one of the famous committee of seven which 
in June, 1S75, issued a call for the reorganization of the state democracy preliminary to the 
profound struggle which resulted in the overthrow of base and alien rule. He was elected 
to the legislature in that year and to that of two years later, by which he was chosen 
speaker. This was his only official experience, except as delegate from the state at large to 
the national democratic convention of 1880, and_ from the district in ISS4. During the 
period stated Colonel Percy was the champion and acknowledged authority of the levee inter 
ests, the problem of overilow protection only a degree less important than that of home rule. 
These questions, the political redemption, the levee protection, and the full development of 
the Yazoo delta, embraced the duties on which his life work was centered. The following of 
Colonel Perey, the Gray Nagle of the Delta, as his friends and admirers were wont to call 


him, is taken from the history of Mississippi by Messrs. McCaudle and Lowry: ‘He 
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possessed the highest of nature’s gifts—personal magnetism—by which were drawn to him 
meu of all classes, creeds and conditions. At the time of his untimely death he had taken 
such place in the minds of Mississippians that it was only a question of time when he would 
have been called to high official station. How great would have been his services upon a 
broader field of action there are no means of judging, for he was equal to every opportunity 
presented, to all obstacles encountered.” This outline of his life may serve to awaken mein- 
ories of him in the thousands of those who knew and loved him, but it presents but a shade 
of what Colonel Percy was to the people of the Yazoo delta, among whom his lot was cast, or 
of that wonderful influence which he exerted, apparently unconsciously to himself, over all 
who came in contact with him, by which he seemed to bind chance acquaintances as well as 
friends to him with hooks of steel; of how he was looked up to, implicitly leaned upon and 
confided in. He filled the measure of statesmanship. Animated by genius for justice and 
truth, possessing courage of convictions in and above all things, with a true heart, broad 
sympathies and a wise brain, he was, where he lived, first in popular affection and admira- 
tion, above envy and beyond rivalry. “Great thoughts, great feelings, came to him lke 
instincts unawares.” 

Le Roy Percy, a member of the legal firm of Yerger & Percy, Greenville, Miss., is a 
native of Mississippi, his birth having oecurred in Washington county, on the Yth of Novem- 
ber, L861. He attended the University of the South at Sewanee, Tenn., and graduated from 
that institution in 1879, after which he read law in his father’s office. He subsequently 
entered the University of Virginia (where his father and two brothers had graduated) and 
finished his course there in 1881, being examined on his twenty-first birthday. Since 
then he has been practicing at Greenville, and though young in years is a fluent and ready 
speaker, and is well fitted for the profession he has chosen. He was married on the 9th of 
. December, 1853, to Miss Camille E. Bourges, a native of Louisiana, and to them has been 

born one child, Witham A. Mrs. Percy is a member of the Catholic church. Mr. Percy is 
active in polities and has been chairman of the county executive committee. He was in 
partnership with his father and Mr. Yerger until the former’s death, and since then the firm 
has continued as Yerger & Percy. Mr. Percy was the second of five children born to Col. 
William Alexander and Nannie FE. (Armstrong) Percy, the father a native of Alabama and 
the mother of Tennessee. The children were named as follows: Fannie (died in ISS), 
Le Roy, W. A. (a lawyer of Memphis), Walker (a lawyer in Birmingham), and Lady (wife 
of Charles McKinney, of Knoxville, Tenn.). When quite a lad the father came with an 
elder brother to Washington county, Miss., opened a tract of Jand, and passed his youthful 
days in that state and in Alabama. He attended Princeton college, New Jersey, also the 
University of Virginia, and there took a course in law, graduating about 1854 or 1855. He 
afterward returned to Washington county, Miss., and there made his permanent home. He 
was married about [$56 or 1857 to Miss Nannie Armstrong, 


In 1861 he entered the Confederate army, and with the rank of captain took the first com- 


of Tennessee, who is still living. 


pany from Washington county. He served until the close of the war. During the siege of 
Vicksburg he was on the staff of General Bowen, and later he was in the army of Virginia, 
surrendering at the close as colonel. In 1575 he was a member of the executive committee 
and soon ‘after was elected to the state legislature from Washington county. He was 
reélected the next term and was afterward made speaker of the house. From this time on 
he could have been elected to almost any oflice, but declined to have his naine placed in nomi- 
nation, It may be said of his character that he was upright and honorable in all his deal- 


ings, dud had hosts of friends whose confidence and esteem was his highest eulogium. He 
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died on the 19th of January, 18SS,a worthy member of the Episcopal church. A poem, 
y> ) J 
“The Sunstruck Kagle,” was written by Eleanor Percy Lee in the year 1S43, and was dedi- 
> amet) “ J . 
cated to the memory of Col. W. A. Perey by her daughter on account of the strange coinci- 
dence of his being called “The Gray Eagle of the South”: 


THE SUNSTRUCK EAGLE. 
I saw an eagle sweep the sky, 
The God-like seeking his place on high; 
With a strong and wild and rapid wing, 
A dark, and yet a dazzling thing, 
And his arching neck, his bristling crest, 
And the dark plumes quivering upon his breast, 
And his eye bent up to each beam of Helt, 
Like a bright sword flash’d, with a sword in flight. 


Isaw him rise o’er the forest trees; 

I saw his pinions ride the breeze; 

Beyond the clouds T watched him tower 

On his path of pride, his flight of power; 

I watched him wheeling stern and lone, 
Where the keenest ray of the sun was thrown, 
Soaring, circling, bathed in light— 

Such was that desert eagle's flight. 
Suddenly, then, to my straining eye, 

I suw the strong wine slack on high, 
Failing, falling to earth once more, 

The dark breast covered with foam and vore, 
The dark eyes’ glory dim with pain, 

Sick to death with a sunstruck brain; 
Reeling down from that hight divine, 

Eagie of heaven, such fall was thine. 

Even so we see the sons of light 

Up to the day-beam steer their flight, 

And the wing of genius cleaves the sky, 

As the clouds rush on when the wind is high: 
Then comes the hour of sudden dread; 
Then is the blasting sunlight shed, 

And the gifted fallin their agony, 

Sunstruck eagle, to die like thee. 


The Hon. Charles H. Perkins, of Yazoo City, was born in Benton, Yazoo county, Miss., 
February 24, 1550, and is the twelfth of a family of fourteen children. His parents, R. S. 
G. and Judith N. (Hurst) Perkins, were natives of Virginia and Mississippi respectively. 
The father was prominently identified with the earlier political history of the county. He 
was district attorney for four years, and for some time held the oftice of probate judge. Tor 
four years he represented tbe people of his county in the state legislature, exerting a marked 
influence in that body, and giving entire satisfaction to his constituency. He was graduated 
in law at the age of eighteen years, when he was admitted to the bar by a special act of the 
legislature. He vigorously prosecuted all his duties as a publie servant, and as a eitizen he 
was never found wanting. He died at the age of fifty-seven years, in IS62. His wife sur- 
vived until 1557, when she passed away at the ave of seventy-five years. Ile was of Scotch 
lineage, and Mrs. Perkins was a relative of Gen. Robert I. Lee. Charles H. was reared in 


Yazoo county, and was educated in the common schools. His opportunities were very limited, 
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so that it was mainly through his own exertions he was fitted for the path in life which he 
chose for himself. He has been dependent upon his own resources since he was a lad of. 
fourteen years. After the war he engaged in farming, which he continued ten years. In 
~1874 he took up the study of law, reading in the evening after the day’s work was done. 
He worked along in this way until 1S78, when he was admitted to the bar, and has been 
engaged in professional duties since that time. In ISS7 he was elected to the legislature, 
and filled the same chair in that honorable body which his father had occupied forty years 
before him. He is truly “a chip of the old block,” and is destined to make his mark high 
above the point ordinarily attained. In connection with his professional work he finds time 
to attend to 4 considerable amount of planting, and is an excellent manager. He is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, and belongs tothe I. O. O. F. fraternity. Heis a man 
of a great deal of individuality and determination, and it is probably due to these two traits 
that he has won the position he so ably fills. 

Ebenezer M. Perkins, Booneville, Miss., who owns a large and well-improved farm seven 
miles southwest of Booneyille, and who is one of the enterprising farmers of the county, was 
originally from the Old North state, born in 1513. His parents, Samuel and Elizabeth 
(Marsh) Perkins, were natives also of that state, but the father moved his family to Giles 
county, Tenn., and became ove of the most extensive planters in that county. His children, six in 
number, were named as follows: Hugh (deceased), John (deceased), William (deceased), Eben- 
ezer, Solomon (deceased), and Lucinda (resides in Tennessee). The mother of these children 
was a consistent member of the Baptist church and received her final summons in Tennessee. 
The father was afterward married to Mrs. Anna Dill, who bore him eight children: Amanda, 
Hardiman, Catherine (deceased), Joe, Simeon, Samuel, Eliza and Anna. The father died in 
1850 and his body is interred in Hardin county, Tenn. Ebenezer M. Perkins received a com- 
mon-school education in Tennessee, commenced farming for himself when young, and in 
iSo5 moved to Mississippi, settling on a tarm in Prentiss county. Previous to this, while a 
resident of Tennessee, he met and married Miss Elizabeth Usserry, a native of Tennessee, 
born in 1823, and the daughter of William and Jane (Marsh) Usserry, both natives of North 
Carolina. Mrs. Perkins was one of the following children: Hh, Lueinda, Ellen, Sallie, 
Jane, Thomas, liza, Patrick and Elizabeth. To Mr. and Mrs. Perkins were born six ehil- 
dren: Patrick, married Miss Annie Miller (deceased) and subsequently married Mrs. Caddie 
Johnson, who at that time had two children; Samuel and Baxter, with their mother in Prentiss 
county; Amanda, widow of Benjamin Donalson, resides at Corinth with her three children: 
Anna, Dora and John; Thomas, married Mrs. Mary Wallace, who at that time had one child, 
William (they now reside in Palestine, Tex.); Mollie, wife of William Duke, resides in Cory: 
ell county, Tex., and is the mother of five childrea: Emma, Basil, Samuel, Marsh and Etna; 
Callie (deceased) was the wife of Thomas Braden and left two children: Callie and Paul: 
and Sallie, wife of James Miller, resides in Booneville and is the mother of six ehildren: 
Terry, Lizzie, Albert, Katie, Lushion and Estma. Myr. Perkins’ first wife died in 1S82> and 
is buried at Booneville. She was an excellent woman and a deyout Christian. Mr. Perkins 
was married the second time to Miss Fannie Lucus, daughter of Willis and Louisa (Smith) 
Lucus. Mr. and Mrs. Lucus have two children: Pearl and Allice. Mr. Perkins is a democrat 
in polities. He is a liberal contributor to churches, schools and all public enterprises and 
he and Mrs. Perkins are members of the Christian chureh. 

Misha O. Perkins is a highly esteemed planter of Coffeeville, Yalobusha county, and 
it is fitting that the following space should be given to a brief outline of his career. He was 


born in Pickens county, Ala., in 1826, and is a son of Robert and Elizabeth C. (Hooper) 
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Perkins, natives of Virginia and Georgia, respectively. The father died in 187-4, in his eight- 
ieth year; the mother died in 1SS9, aged eighty-one years. They removed to Mississippi in 
1849, and settled on the place where our subject now resides; the father purchased the land 
and devoted all his energies to its improvement and development until the time of his 
death. He served as a soldier inthe War of 1812. He was a member of the Masonic lodge at 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., and in his death the community lost a valued citizen, His wife was a mem- 
ber of the Baptist church and was an earnest Christian. The family consisted of ten children: 
Elisha O., the subject of this notice; Mrs. Sarah A. Vann; Elizabeth V., who is a widow now 
living in Texas; James H., deceased; Watson R., deceased; Nicholas C., deceased; William 
H., deceased; Daniel P., deceased; Marion A., and Julia F., the wife of W. D. York. Mr. 
Perkins did not forsake the parental roof until he was twenty-nine years of age, when he 
engaged in farming near the home place. He was married in 1855 to Edith A. Murphree, 
who was born in Yalobusha county in 1835, a daughter of Solomon Murphree; the father 
was a native of Tennessee, and was married in Alabama to Frances Brown, of Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. In 1834 they removed to Mississippi and in 1860 the parents and eight of the children 
removed to Texas; the father died in 1564, aged fifty-four years; the mother died in 1865, 
aved forty years. Mr. and Mrs. Perkins are the parents of ten children, six of whom are 
still living: Mrs. Julia A. Hyde lives near the home place, and has a family of five children; 
Filisha O. lives in Texas (he is married and has two children); William H. lives in Texas and 
is unmarried; Fannie E. lives at home; Ranson D., a resident of Texas, is unmarried; James 
H. is at home; Sallie, the youngest, died at home; Robert 5. died at the age of fourteen 
years; Lena died at the age of five years, and the other child died in infancy. 

When there was a call for men to go to the defense of their country, Mr. Perkins left 
his home and family and went to the front: he enlisted in the First Mississippi cavalry and 
served from February, 1863, until the close of the war; he was promoted to the oftice of 
sergeant and participated in many battles and skirmishes. Before the war, from 1545 to 
1860, he was engaged in boating on the Yalobusha, Tallahatehie and Tombigbee rivers 
and their tributaries. It was while in the business of boating that he acquired the title of 
captain. He is a member of the Masonite lodge, No. 297, at New Hope Church, and of the 
chapter No. 101, Royal Arch Masons, at Coffeeville, Miss. Politically he affiliates with the 
democratic party. He is the owner of a fine tract of eight hundred aeres of land, three 
hundred of which he has brought to a good state of cultivation; he has devoted his time and 
attention to the different branches of farming, and has met with marked success. Mrs. 
Perkins is a member of the Baptist church. 

Among the pioneers who went from the older states in the first quarter of the century, 
to build up new commonwealths along the Mississippi, was the subject of this sketch, Jesse 
Perkins. He was of English descent, his mother, Agnes Clopton, a lineal descendant of the 
Cloptons of Clopton Hall, near Stratford-on-Avon. Tradition says that Charlotte Clopton, a 
daughter of the family, who lived in the days of Shakespeare, returned to consciousness after 
having been consigned to the ancestral tomb, and upon this incident Mngland’s great bard 
founded his story of Romeo and Juliet. Colonel Perkius emigrated from Virginia in 1821, 
and traveling on horseback through the country between that state and the Mississippi 
river, finally settling at Natchez and engaged in mereantile pursuits. There he became the 
friend of S. 8. Prentiss, Hiram G. Runnels, General Quitman, William L. Sharkey. Colonel 
McClung, and nearly all those great lights who made brilliant the early years of Missis- 
sippi's history. At that epoeh the code duello was recognized by all gentlemen as the 


proper resort for the settlement of personal difficulties, and in common with many prominent 
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a 

men of his time, he became engaged in several affairs of honor: on one occasion he appeared 
on the field as the second of Governor Runnels. He knew well the eelebrated James Bowie, 
who liked him so much he made him a present of one of the first specimens of his famous 
weapon known to this day as the bowie-knife. Colonel Perkins never indulged in political 
aspirations, and though often tendered positions of honor and responsibility, could never 
be induced to aecept office. He concerned himself with the practical affairs of life, and 
amassed a large fortune. As a business man he did his full share in the great work of 
building up his state and making her prosperous and great. He was truly a representa- 
tive man of the old South, of that regime when men made duty their guiding star and 
honor their best monitor. 

William P. Perkins (deceased) was one of the early pioneers of Mississippi, and emi- 
grated from Kentucky to Williamson county, of the former state, as early as 1820. From 
there he went to Madison county, thence in 1840 to Bolivar county, and settled on the 
Mound plantation, on the Mississippi river. This was a wilderness at that time, covered with 
canebrakes, but he went vigorously to work and soon bad cleared two thousand acres, and 
made many improvements. He was married in that county, about 1520, to Miss Jane 
Stewart, daughter of Charles Stewart, who was of Scotch descent, and who settled in Wil- 
kinson county about 1810, where he became one of the most extensive planters. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Perkins were born a large family, seven of whom were living at the time of his death, 
in 1850: Ann, Jane, Noland, Charles, William, Damel and James. Mrs. Perkins survived 
her husband ten years, her death occurring on the old home place. ‘They are interred in the 
family burial lot on the summit of one of three Indian mounds on this place, which sug- 
gested the name for the plantation, and also gave name to the locality. A postoffiee was 
established at an early day, and still retains the name of Mound Landing. Mr. Perkins was 
educated at one of the colleges at Nashville, and was a man of strong character and excel- 
lent judgement. He was of medium hight, complexion dark and ruddy, and his eyes were 
blue. He and wife were members of the Methodist church. Jane, the only surviving child, 
resides on the old homestead and is a refined, well-educated and intelligent lady. She was 
first married in 1853 or 1854 to 8. B. Curry, a native of South Carolina, who died in 1S61 and 
is buried on the Mound. In personal appearance he was tall and a decided blonde. In 1865 
Mrs. Curry married Col. M. H. Moore, a native of Kentucky, and a lawyer by profession, and 
they afterward moved to Missouri. The Colonel was in the Confederate army with General 
Price, aud served as commissary, for, his eyesight being very poor, he did not hold the rank 
of colonel long. Returning to Mississippi in 165, he was there married to Mrs. Curry. 

‘He was an energetic, public-spirited citizen, and although he did not practice law, he often 
advised the negroes for their good. His death occurred in Texas in IS7S. He was a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church, and his widow holds membership in that church at the 
present time. The Colonel was tall and portly in appearance, fair complexion, with blue 
eyes and dark hair. When the railroad was built a station was located on Mrs. Moore’s 
plantation, and she sold a number of lots. Soon several stores and dwellings were erected, 
*and Moore’s became quite a busv place. It is ina rich and populous country, and its future 
prospects for growth aud prosperity are very good indeed. The Mound plantation now con- 
sists of about one thousand aeres of the most productive eotton land in the Yazoo delta: 
about six hundred acres under a high state of cultivation, and consequently kept in the best 
of order by the mistress. She has a pleasant residence on the banks of Williams’ bayou, well- 
shaded by large trees, and her home is well furnished, the walls being hang with family por- 


traits. It is a beautiful place of residence, and a strong, new levee has just been completed 
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along the river front, which gives all promise of future protection from the Mississippi river 
floods. 

William W. Perkins, merchant aud planter, Batesville, Miss., was born in Yalobusha 
county, Miss., on the 4th of March, 1S38, and was the third of ten children born to John W. 
and Louisa A. (Melugin) Perkins, natives of Hickman county, Tenn. The father came to 
Yalobusha county, Miss., in 1836, when it was chiefly populated with Indians, and was 
engaged most of his life in agrienltural pursuits. He was a good, intelligent citizen, and 
one who took little interest in political matters, though a stanch Douglas democrat. He was 
opposed to the secession tntil Mississippi seceded, and then, as a son of his mother state, he 
stood by her. Though not in the war himself on account of age, he gave the Confederacy a 
noble gift in four of his sons, all gallant soldiers, and oue laid down his life as a sacrifice for 
the Southern cause. Mr. Perkins died in 1877, at the age of sixty-eight years, and his wife, 
now surviving him, is enjoying good health at the age of seventy-eight years. The paternal 
grandfather, Wright Perkins, was of direct Scotch descent, his father being a native of that 
country and coming to the United States with a brother. ‘The maternal grandfather, Melu- 
gin, married a Miss Gee, who was of Jrish lineage. Our subject’s early ancestors here were 
Revolutionary soldiers, and Melugin was shot through the throat by an Indian while crossing 
a stream ina boat. The arrow penetrated between the jugular vein and the windpipe, and 
he saved his life by stutling the wound with tow, which stopped the flow of blood until med- 
ical aid could be had. William W. Perkins remained in Yalobusha county until sixteen years 
of age, attending the district scbools, and from that time until the present he has been a resi- 
dent of Panola county. He remained with his father until the war cloud broke over the 
nation and then, in March, 1S61, he enlisted in Panola guards and left for Pensacola, Fla., 


‘where he remained until January. From there his company went to Cumberland Gap and 


participated in the skirmishing there. At the reorganization he attached himself to company 
BD, Yates’ vaitery, With Wuich be remained as tievienant of lis coinpany wiitil the Close, par- 
ticipating in the battles of Corinth, Chickasaw bayou, and siege of Vicksburg. From there he 
went to parole camp at Enterprise, Miss., and was afterward in recruiting camp at Mobile, 
Ala. In S64 he joined the army of Tennessee at Good Hope Chureh, and was in the retreat 
through Georgia. In Quarles’ brigade, on the 28th of July of that year, in a hard fight bis 
command was nearly all killed. He was in almost constant engagements from the time he 
enlisted until the close of the war, and his career was marked with bravery and faithfulness. 
He surrendered at Greensboro, N. C., on the 26th of April, 1565, and then returned home, 
bringing surviving members of his company and others with him. He came all the way on 
foot, reached home footsore and sick and found himself and the entire family destitute and 
his father’s property a wreck. He and his brothers went to work and in a measure restored 
the hoine to its wonted prosperous condition. In the winter of IS66 Mr. Perkins came to 
Batesville with one Confederate suit of clothes and a silver half dollar which his brother, 
while dying at Vicksburg, had given him. On coming to Batesville Mr. Perkins became 
clerk in a general store, remained there until IS6S, and then he aad his present partner, 
M. B. Jones, purchased the stock and began merchandising with a joint eapital of $2,100, 
S710 of which was Mr. Perkins’. Since then they have conducted a successful business, 
earry a stock of general merchandise valued at 86,000, and do au annual business of about 
$45,000. The firm also owns about six thousaud aeres of land, with one-half under eultiva- 
tion, and in this they are equally interested. They also own their place of business, a large 
gin factory in Batesville and manufacture ginstands, feeders, ete. This is one of the best 


enterprises of the county and is a eredit to it. Ma. Perkins was warried in IS7U to Miss 
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Mary J. Jones, a native of Mississippi and a danghter of Peter B. and Emiline (Polk) Jones, 
the mother a relative of James K. Polk. Mr. and Mrs. Perkins are the parents of six chil- 
dren: Howard J., Florence N., Louis M., Clifford P., Fred P. and Gladys. Mr. and Mrs. 
Perkins are members of the Methodist church, as are all the children with the exception of 
the two youngest. The eldest child is at Oxford university and Florence is attending school 
at Columbus, Miss. Mr. Perkins is a most worthy Christian gentleman and stands high in 
the esteem of all. He is scrupulously honest and upright in every way and is a very enter- 
taining conversationalist. He is a member of the Knights of Honor and the American 
Legion of Honor. 

J.C. Perry, circuit clerk and deputy chancery clerk of Grenada county, also a member 
of the well known firm of Kimbrough & Perry, general merchants, is the eldest of six chil- 
dren—four sons and two daughters—born to Col. Oliver H. and Elizabeth (Williamson) Perry, 
the father a native of the Palmetto state, and the mother of what is now Grenada county, 
Miss. he children were named in the order of their births as follows: J. C., Oliver H., 
Charles E., Mary L., widow of W. P. Williamson; Belle, wife of John Thompson, of Stock- 
dale; and Robert E. When quite young Col. Oliver H. Perry came with his parents to Gre- 
nada county, Miss., was married in this state, and there spent the closing scenes of his life, 
his death occurring in 1568. His wife had died a year previous. Both were members of 
the Presbyterian church. The father was a prominent and wealthy farmer, owning at one 
time two thousand acres of land. He was a man of learning, and was colonel of the militia, 
serving a short time in the late war. He was at one time a member of the board of police 
of Yalobusha county. He was active in politics, and was a man of considerable influence, 
doing considerable public business in a private way, such as the writing of deeds, ete. He 
was a member of the Masonic fraternity. His father, Zaddock Perry, was a native of South 
Carolina, where he spent all his early life, but came to Yalobusha (now Grenada) county 
about fifty years ago (1842), and settled six or seven miles east of Grenada, where he 
improved a good farm. There his death occurred about 1849. He was of the same family as 
Commodore Oliver H. Perry. His wife also died in this county. The maternal grandfather, 
Maj. Jack Williamson, was a native of South Carolina, and came to Grenada county about 
1835 or 1836, being one of the very earliest settlers in that section. He assisted in opening 
the road east of Grenada, and the county then was almost a vast wilderness. He was a 
prominent planter, trader and river man, boating on the Yalobusha river. He was also 
engaged in merchandising to some extent. He was major of militia, and was a man well 
and favorably known over the county. J. C. Perry was born in Grenada in 1851, and comes 
of honored and representative families on both sides of the house. He secured a fair edu- 
cation in the public schools of Lis native town, and in 1868, when seventeen years of age, he 
engaged in planting, continuing this for a number of vears. He then spent two years in 
Canton as assistant secretary of an insurance company there, after which he returned to 
Grenada and resumed planting until ISSO. After this he engaged in merchandising at 
Gray’s Port, remained there for six years, or until 1SS7, when he was elected circuit clerk of 
Grenada county, and later deputy chancery clerk. For two years he has been a member of 
the firm of Kimbrough & Perry, and they do an annual business of about $30,000; he is 
the owner of four hundred acres of land. He is amember of the Grenada lodge, I. O. O. F., 
No. 6, and of the encampment, being secretary for two years df the former. In 1873 he 
wedded Miss Nannie, daughter of Benjamin IF. and Mary (Sledge) Johnson, a native of Gre 
nada. The parents died in Grenada in 1S6S and 1867, respectively, and both were members 
of the Baptist church. Mr. Johnson is a well to-do planter, and was probably a native of 
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Virginia as was also his wife. To Mr. and Mrs. Perry have been born two sons and two 
daughters. Both are members of the Baptist church. 

T. H. Pettit is a native of Warren county, Miss., born January 29, 1550, a son of Abso- 
lom Pettit, a native of West Virginia, born in 1705. He eame to Mississippi about LS1S, and 
in the county of Jefferson was employed as overseer on the plantation of James ‘Turpin for 
two years, at the end of which time he came to Warren county and followed the same calling 
for Judge Covington, whose daughter he married soon after. He then moved onto a planta- 
tion, which he entered as government land, and where he remaived up to the day of his death 
in 1883. After the death of his first wife he married Miss Rollins, of Mississippi, aud took 
for his third wife Miss Rachel T°. Knight, who was born in Ohio, their marriage taking place 
in 1834. His first and seceond unions resulted in the birth of three children, but to his last 
union fifteen children were born. Absolom Pettit was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, was a close student, and wrote some pamphlets on religious subjects that were con- 
sidered very fine. He was very liberal in his views, so much so that he was at one time tried 
by his church for the free utterance of his views, but was acquitted. The early education 
of T. H. Pettit was somewhat limited, but up to the age of eleven years he was under the 
instruction of a private tutor. ‘The two subsequent years were spent in Magruder college, of 
Baton Rouge, at the end of which time he returned home and started upon the career of a 
planter, in connection with which he has done a general merchandise business since 1886, 
and has built up a trade that amounts to $10,000 annually. His plantation consists of eight 
hundred and fifty acres, two hundred of which are under cultivation, three hundred and tifty 
acres being covered with fine oak timber. He has always been an excellent manager, and 
keeps his place in excellent repair, everything about the plantation indicating that a man of 
discretion, energy and ability is at the helm. He at one time was elected to the position of 
justice of the peace, but on account of his extensive business he refused to qualify. In 1876 
he was married to Miss Sophia Whitaker, of Warren county, a daughter of William Whit- 
aker. Mrs. Pettit died in 1878S of yellow fever, and in 1879 Mr. Pettit took for his second 
wife Miss Ella Stanford, a daughter of A. D. Stanford, of Warren county, and by her is the 
father of six living children: Gertrude, Fannie, Doctor, Dixon, Lizzie, Ella, and one that 
died in infancy. The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

The following space will be devoted to a brief sketch of Col. Thomas IF. Pettus, one of 
Newton county’s most prominent citizens. He was born in Lauderdale county, Ala., in August, 
1828. His father, Winston P. Pettus, was born in Charlotte county, Va., in 1S06, and was a 
son of Horatio Pettus, a native of Lunenburg county, Va., born April 15,1775. His father, 
John Pettus, was born in Lunenburg county, Va., April 22, 1756. The family is descended 
from English stock. John Pettus married Miss Susanna Winston, who comes of a noted 
family. The children of John Pettus and his wife were: Thomas P. Pettus, born April 7, 
1759; Amos Pettus, born August 17, 1761; John P. Pettus, horn August 17, 1765; Sarah 
Pettus, born October 7, 1767; Susanah Pettus, born April 20, 1769; Overton Pettus, 
born August 16,1770; Mary Pettus, born December 7, 1772; Horatio Pettus, born April 
15, 1775; Wilham Pettus, born June 9, 1777; Elizabeth Pettus, born November 11, 
1781. The descendants of these ten children are in almost every Southern state, especially 
Alabama, ‘Tennessee, Texas and Mississippi. Horatio Pettus married Mary, daughter of 
Philip Poindexter, of Virginia. Winston P. Pettus married Miss Mary D., daughter of Amos 
Williams, who came to the frontier with Danicl Boone. The subject of this notiee was born 
of this marriage. He remained in Alabama during his youth and early manhood; he served 


as doorkeeper and sergeant-at-arms of the Alabama senate during the session of 1Sd1-2. 
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He was elected colonel of the Eleventh regiment, Alabama militia, in 1853. He was a stanch 
adherent to the principles of the whig party during its existence and was elected by that 
body. He removed to the city of Jackson, in 1SoY, and soon after came to Morton, Scott 
county, Miss., where he resided fourteen years, with the exception of a short period during 
the war. He raised the first company that was mustered in Scott county. In 1861 he went 
to Lynchburg, Va., and served a few months in West Virginia (General Lee commanding), 
but on account of illness he came home and did no active service until 1863-4; he then 
served voluntarily in the commissary department for about one year; at the end of that time 
he returned to his home and engaged in mercantile business with James R. Stevens, under the 
firm name of Pettus & Stevens. In 1571 he sold out at Morton and formed a partner- 
ship with his brother in the same town. It was not until 1573 that he came to Newton, 
taking charge of the business of Richardson & Co., of which he was a member. He 
managed this until 1851 and then sold out his interest to Mr. Richardson. In 15584 and 1885 
he bought cotton, and in September, 1886, he was appointed by President Cleveland to the 
consulate at Ningpo, China. He served in this capacity until Jane, 1890, when he was sue- 
ceeded by a republican from Massachusetts. He was a delegate to the national convention 
at Chicago in 1884, and has always been actively interested in the movements of his party. 
He has also been a delegate to many of the state conventions. Colonel Pettus is a worthy meni- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church and belongs to the A. F. & A.M. and Knights of 
Pythias and Knights of Honor. His first wife was Annie M., daughter of Stephen Cowley, 
of Virginia; five children were born of this marriage. Mrs. Pettus died in January, 1858, 
in China. The Colonel was married a second time, to Mrs. Elizabeth Hart, a sister of his 
first wife. 

G. M. Petty is a planter and liveryman of Woodville, Miss., but was born at Center- 
ville in 1852, the eldest of eleven children born to Sylvanus and Malinda J. (Fly) Petty, who 
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Latter being the daighter of Rey. 


were born in Kentucky and Sharon, Miss., respectively, the 
A. T. M. Fly, one of the first Methodist Episcopal ministers of the section, who died at 
Natchez in 1555, of yellow fever, at which time he was in charge of a church at that place, 
and was doing a noble and successful work. The paternal grandfather, James Petty, was a 
Virginian, who removed to Kentucky with the pioneers of that state, settling in the central 
portion thereof. There he followed planting, and reared a large family. ‘He died about 
1835. Sylvanus Petty spent his early days on blue grass soil, receiving but a limited 
education, but at the age of about twenty years, or in ISt4, he removed to Wilkinson county, 
Miss., where he and an older brother, who had preceded him, began the life of planters, a 


yas well 


ealling he continued to follow there until 1549, when he, hke so many of the young, 


as the old, men of that day was taken with the gold fever, and started for California, where 
he followed gold mining for one year. In 1859 he returned to Mississippi and bought a 
plantation near Centerville, on which he has since resided. He was married in 1551, and of 
the children born to himself and wife the following are now living: George M.; Annie M., 
wife of Charles Anderson, of Centerville; Louisa M., wife of E. FB. Riggs, now residing at 
Monroe, La.; Hattie Fly, wife of James Petty, of Abbeville, La.; Sallie I., wife of Henry 
Chevis, of Louisiana; Fredonia, wife of R. C. Way, at Centerville; Martha W., wife of A. W. 
Riggs, of Centerville; James Marsha'l, and John Henry. Sylvanus and Nellie died in 
infancy. The parents of these children still reside on the old home place; are earnest mem. 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal chureh, the father having been a steward in that chureh at 
Centerville for many years. G. M. Petty was reared and educated in the town of his birth, 
and was married at the age of twenty-one to Miss Emma E., daughter of Lieutenant Hanford 
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Lanehart, of this county. He began life as a planter, and followed that occupation exclu- 
sively until 1554, when he moved to Woodville and opened a livery stable, where he also 
deals in stock. He erected his own establishment, which is a good and substantial one, 
and has also one at Centerville, both of which are well conducted and equipped with vehicles 
of all kinds and excellent horses. He owns a pleasant and comfortable home in Woodville, 
besides still owning his plantation, which comprises about four hundred and fifty acres of 
Jand, of which about one hundred acres are under cultivation, a tract of forty acres near 
Woodville, which has been recently purchased, and two residences in Centerville. Mr. 
Petty and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and he is a very agree- 
able and social gentleman, although very unassuming. He is a wideawake and progressive 
man of business, and has become possessed of a comfortable competency. 

Dr. Alonzo J. Phelps is retired from the active life of a medical practitioner, and is 
devoting bis attention to planting, being the owner of Nitta Yuma plantation, at Nitta Yuma, 
Miss. He was born in Pike county, Ohio, in the year 1835, a son of Dr. Orlando J. and 
Nancy (Watkins) Phelps, the former of whom was born in Meigs county, Ohio, and the latter 
in Greenbrier county, Va. (now West Virginia). They were married in Virginia, but after- 
ward took up their residence in Pike county, Ohio, where they resided for many years. Dr. 
Phelps, Sr., was a man of fine mental endowments and his thorough knowledge of his pro- 
fession won him a large practice, which he commanded up to the time. of his demise. He 
graduated from a medical college of his native state in his early manhood, and throughout 
his well-spent life he showed himself to be a man of noble attributes, and a medical practi- 
tioner of more than ordinary ability. He and his wife were members of the Presbyterian 
church, and he was a member of the A. F. & A.M. His paternal grandfather, James E. 
Phelps, was born in Hartford, Conn., and shortly before the birth of Dr. Orlando J., he 
removed to Meigs county, Ohio, where he spent the rest of his life on his farm near Pomeroy. 
He was an associate judge of bis district, and his home was the favorite resort of the mem- 
bers of the bar at that early day. The first of the Phelps family to come to America were 
three brothers, who became residents of America about the year 1630. The maternal grand- 
father, Francis Watkins, was born in Enniskillen, Ireland. He and two brothers came to 
America prior to the Revolutionary war, and the two latter were killed at the battle of Cow- 
pens. Mr. Watkins first located in Greenbrier county, Va. (now West Virginia), of which 
he was one of the very earliest settlers. He afterward moved to Mason county, where he 
died, having at one time been high sheriff of his district. Dr. Alonzo J. Phelps, the subject 
of this sketch, is the eldest of seven children, and he anda brother, Judge William G. Phelps, 
a prominent attorney of Greenville, Miss., are the only members of the family now living. 
He received a fine classical education in the University of Ohio, after which he studied medi- 
cine with his father, and in 1852 graduated from the Starling Medieal college at Columbus, 
Ohio, taking a diploma two years later from the New York Medical college. He then practiced 
his profession in partnership with his father until the opening of the war of the states, when 
he was made surgeon of the Thirty-third Ohio yolunteers, and soon afterward was ordered 
before the regular medical army board for examination, and was commissioned as staff sur 
geon or surgeon of volunteers. He was then made medical director of the fourth division of 
the army commanded by General Wood, which position he held until the army was divided 
into corps, and was then made successively medical director of the Twenty-tirst and Fourth 
army corps, and when General Grant was placed in command in Virginia, Dr. Phelps was 
ordered to the army of the Potomac, and was made general director and inspector and placed 
in charge of the general field hospitals, in the forward moyement of that army, which posi- 
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tion he retained until about Oetober, 1S64, when he was relieved of field duty, at his own 
request, having been constantly in front tield duty from the beginning of the war. He was 
then ordered to Columbus, Ohio, and was placed on light duty, superintending the examina- 
tion of recruits, where he spent the winter of 1S64—5, at the end of which time he was ordered 
to Louisville, Ky., and was made medical director of the department of Kentucky, on the 
staff of Maj.-Gen. John M. Palmer, now Senator Palmer, with the rank and pay of colonel. 
While there he met Miss Mary Vick, a native of Vicksburg, Miss., whom he married 
on October 18, 1865. Afterward, resigning his position in the army, January 4, 1566, 
he practiced his profession in Louisville for some time, but as his attention became too 
much engrossed in other interests and planting in Mississippi. where his wife owned the fine 
Nitta Yuma estate, to permit of his giving proper attention to his practice, he retired from 
the profession, and since that time has made his home alternately at Louisville, Ky., and at 
Nitta Yuma, Miss. The Nitta Yuma plantation, lying on Deer creek, is one of the finest in 
the South. The Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railroad passes through it, and near his 
residence is located the station and postoftice of Nitta Yuma, taking its name from the plan- 
tation. The public spirit and enterprise of Dr. Phelps were manifested recently by his 
appropriating a town site for Nitta Yuma. The site of this place is one unexcelled in beauty 
by any other along the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railroad, between Memphis and 
New Orleans. Although it has been a principal station, with considerable improvements 
since the building of this road, and has done a very large business, the ground has been held 
from public purchase until the spring of 1S91, when, in consideration of the rapid increase of 
thesurrounding population andthe demand for facilities adequate to meet the growth of business, 
the Doctor determined to open a town site to the public for purchase. Deer creek, on the 
southern boundary, courses to the left, with a constant running stream between sloping banks 
rising twenty-five feet above the bottom of the channel, and is spanned by a roadbridge two 
«hundred and fifty feet long, besides a railroad bridge. The Mississippi Valley road, from 
Memphis to New Orleans, runs north and south along the eastern border, with ample yard 
facilities and a fine passenger and freight depot and conveniences of telegraph and express. 
The soil is sandy and the drainage complete. There is no section in the bottom safer from 
overflow. It is distant twenty miles from the Mississippi river, on the Deer creek ridge, 
where it has never been overflowed. Its healthfulness is remarkable, and unexcelled by the 
upland districts of the state. A broad, open country surrounds it, unmarred by slashes 
or stagnant pools. Lots are donated for church and school purposes by the proprietor, and 
the community is assured against the presence of saloons by terms of sale, so that families 
can here find a place where they will have all the conditions of peaceful rest and orderly 
society, and opportunities for education and religious privileges. Dr. Phelps and his 
wife have four children. named: Nannie W., Henry Vick, Mary P. and Elen B. His family 
are Episcopalians, and he is a member of the A.F. & A.M. In polities the Doctor was nur- 
tured a whig, but he has never engaged in political strife. By the unanimous wish of his district 
he became a member of the Mississippi Levee board, and is now serving his second term of 
four years. As a business man he possesses much practical ability and foresight. His wife 
is a daughter and only surviving child of Col. Henry W. Vick, a native of South Carolina, and 
a son of Maj. Burwell Vick, who came to this state at an early day and was one of the original 
settlers and founders of Vicksburg, Miss., from whom the town derived its name. Col. 
Henry Vick was married to Miss Sarah Pearce, of Louisville, Wy., in (S61. Miss Pearee was 
a member of one of the oldest families of Kentucky. Her grandfather, Maj. Gen. Jonathan 
Clarke, served as such with great distinction in the Revolutionary war, and his brother, Gen, 
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George Rogers Clarke, of whom it has been said by Senators Sherman and Daniels and other 
senators on the floor of the senate of the United States, that to him more than to any one 
else is our country indebted for the conquest and redemption of the territory of the great 
Northwest. His military possession of it at the close of the Revolution was the controlling 
fact that compelled Great Britain to yield anything west or north of the Ohio river, and 
south of the lakes, in final settlement of the war. Another younger brother, William Clarke, 
was the Rocky mountain explorer, and led the first expedition beyond the Mississippi, known 
as the Lewis and Clarke expedition. 

W. G. Phelps, lawyer, Greenville, Miss., the second of seven children born to Orlando 
John and Nancy (Watkins) Phelps, was originally from the state of Ohio. His birth occurred 
in 1837. All of his brothers and sisters have died except Dr. A. J. Phelps, who resides in 
Sharkey county, Miss. His father was also a native of the state of Ohio, and resided there 
all his life, and the greater part of the time in Pike county, He was a physician by profes- 
sion. The paternal grandfather, James E. Phelps, was originally from Connecticut, but in 
the year 1802 emigrated with his family to Meigs county, Ohio. He followed the occupation 
of a farmer. The mother of W. G. Pheips died in IS74. She was a native of Virginia. 
Her father, Francis Watkins, came from Ireland, and settled in the western part of the Old 
Dominion, at Charleston, now West Virginia. Her mother, Nancy Watkins, was the daugh- 
ter of Colonel Donnelly, who owned a fort on the frontier of Virginia in the time of Daniel 
Boone. W. G. Phelps was educated in Ohio, began the study of law in [S58, attended Har- 
vard law school in 1859, and was admitted to the bar in 1860 in Columbus, Ohio. In 1865 
he came to Washington county, Miss., and engaged in planting, and in L874 began the prac- 
tice of law in Greenville. In 1S7S he was appointed chancellor of the fourth judicial dis- 
trict of the state, held that office nearly nine years, and then resigned to resume his practice. 
His marriage to Miss Virginia Thompson, of Louisville, Ky., who belonged to one of the old- 
est families in Kentucky whose ancestors served with great distinetion in the Kevolutionary 
war, Was consuminated in January, 1S79. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and the 
Knights of Pythias. Judge Phelps owns a plantation in Sunflower county, Miss., and has 
considerable city property. He is an able lawyer and one of the county’s best citizens. 

Hon. Eh Phillips, ex-probate judge of Itawamba county, was born in Moore county, 
N. C., in 1825. He is a son of John and Mary (Dowd) Phillips, natives of North Carolina, 
but of Scotch-Irish descent. His father, a son of Mark Phillips, was born in 1793, and was 
a planter, and served bis country in the War of 1812 as a soldier. The father and mother of 
our subject were members of the Baptist church. The former died in 1555, and the latter in 
1886. Judge Phillips began at an early age to assist his father in his work on the planta- 
tion, and received a good, practical education. He took up life’s battle for himself as over- 
seer of a large plantation. Later he was a clerk in an establishment devoted solely to general 
merchandise. He removed to this state in IS44, and settled in the southwest part of the 
county, and there he married Miss Irene Collins, in 1853. She was a daughter of John and 
Mary (Wortham) Collins, and was born in Maury county, Tenn., in 1835, She has borne 
her husband seven children, named as follows: Mary L, now Mrs. A. C. Betts: Travis, Laura, 
Martha and Dickinson all died when young; Sula, wife of M. C. Betts, died in 1SS9, and 
Sumter is now living in Washington, D. C. In the period before the war Judye Phillips was 
an old-line whig in his political ideas, and with might and main he opposed the secession of 
Mississippi from the Union, but since the war, believing that the best interests of the white 
population of the South were dependent to a great extent upon the democratic party for 
their perpetuation, he afliliated with that body. He has held numorous ottices by election 
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and appointment. Te was postmaster at Fulton for sixteen years, and, upon making a final 
settlement to the government, owed only the smal] sum of $2.02. His first county office was 
that of probate clerk, which he held for five terms. He was later elected probate judge and 
served as such a year and a half. He was appointed United States commissioner for this 
district, and served with credit to himself and with satisfaction to all concerned. In 1870-71 
he represented Itawamba county in the state legislature. He has lived in this state for forty- 
seven years, and has been a resident of Fulton for thirty-two years. He is one of the old, 
reliable and honored residents of Itawamba county, to all of whose varied interests he has 
always lent his advocacy and practical aid. He has been for many years a Royal Arch Mason, 
and has been long identified with the Baptist church. 

Among the many successful practitioners of the healing art in Holmes county, Miss., 
deserving special mention, is Dr. George C. Phillips, Lexington, Miss., who was born in 
Uniontown, Ala., October 4,.1835. His father, Hon. F. W. Phillips, was born in Dallas 
county, Ala., in 1809, and received his literary edueation in that state. He then graduated 
at Transylvania Medical college, Kentucky, and also at New York Medical college. He was 
married, in his native state, to Miss Martha Shearer, daughter of Gen. Gilbert Shearer, of 
Alabama. The Doctor practiced in Alabama a number of years, and in 1842 moved to Mis- 
sissippi, settling in the northern part of Holmes county, where he was among the pioneer 
physicians, practicing for a number of years. He took an active part in political matters, 
served several terms in the legislature, was delegate to the secession convention from Holmes 
county, and a member of the constitutional convention after the war. He abandoned his 
practice in 1860, and lived retired until his death, in 1879. His wife died in 1872. He was 
an old line whig and voted against secession, but after the stand was made he was a strong 
Confederate, standing with his state. He wrote numerous articles for the press, both before 
and after the war, contributed to the local papers, and was considered authority of whig ideas 
in the county before the war. He was well known all over the state, was a great humorist 
and a good speaker. His family consisted of three children, two of whom died in early 
youth. The remaining member, Dr. George C. Phillips, received his literary education in 
the University of Mississippi, graduating in the class of 1857, and after studying medicine 
with his father took a course of lectures at the New Orleans School of Medicine, from which 
he graduated in the spring of 1860. On May 29, of the same year, he was married to Miss 
A. R. Chew, a native of Wilkinson county, Miss., but who was reared in Carroll county of that 
state, receiving her education at Black Hawk, in the latter county. She was the daughter 
of Dr. W. S. Chew, of Carroll county, Miss. After his marriage Dr. Phillips practiced his 
profession and managed his father’s plantation until 1861, when he enlisted in the Confeder- 
ate army, Black Hawk rifles, whieh company was formed on the county line between Holmes 
and Carroll counties. He entered as a private, and soon afterward joined the Twenty-second 
Mississippi infantry, called the First Mississippi war regiment. He was soon promoted to 
assistant surgeon, and in 1862 to surgeon, which position he held until the close of the war. 
In 1863 he was made brigade-surgeon under General Featherston, and was present in all 
the battles of his regiment with the exception of one, Bentonyille, Va. During the latter 
part of the war the Doctor kept a complete record of the regiment, but gave it to Colonel 
Claiborne to use in his history of Mississippi. He surrendered at Greensboro, N. C., with 
Gen. Joseph Johnston. He was in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth, first siege of Vicksburg, 
Fort Pemberton, Jackson, Georgia campaign, Hood's campaign in Tennessee, and was in the 
fichts of Nashville and Frankhn. After the war Dr. Phillips resumed the practice of his pro- 
fession at home, and in 1875 moved to Lexington, where he continued practicing until July, 
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1888. He then located at Greenville, practiced there until IS90, and in March of that year 
returned to Lexington. He is now in partnership with Dr. G. W. Farr. He has a large 
practice, and is one of the leading practitioners of the county. He is a member of the State 
Medical association, and was county health officer for a number of years. He takes a promi- 
nent part in local politics, and was chairman of the executive committee for a number of 
years. Mrs. Phillips died in IS7S, leaving three children-—a daughter and two sons: Dr. F. 
M., licensed by the state board of health to practice; Walter C., and Lu Gay, wife of J. P. 
Phillips, of Birmingham, Ala., and bookkeeper for a large mercantile house. Dr. Phillips was 
married again, at Lexington, May 4, 1880, to Miss L. H. Dyer, daughter of Judge James 
Dyer, one of the prominent old settlers. One child, a daughter, Cornelia Dyer, has been 
born to this union. Socially the Doctor is a Royal Arch Mason, a member of the grand 
lodge of Mississippi, and has served a number of times as past master and high priest. 
He is also a member of the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of Honor. In religion the 
Doctor is an Kpiscopalian, and Mrs. Phillips is a Presbyterian. 

H. W. Phillips isa rising young merchant and planter of the Silver creek valley, and is 
entitled to mention in this record of Mississippi's stanch, reliable citizens. He was born 
in Orangeburgh county, S. C., and is a son of W. F. and A. E. (Reaheimer) Phillips, natives 
of South Carolina. He passed his schooldays in the county of his birth, and when he grew 
to man’s estate he started out to face the world, and to make his own fortune. His first vent- 
ure was as commercial traveler for a large leather house in the East. In 1580 he decided 
to locate in the South, and the wisdom of this decision has been clearly demonstrated by the 
success with which his efforts have been rewarded. As he had but little capital to invest, 
he first acted as agent for one of the large plantations until he could lay up some capital to 
invest. He was economical in his habits‘and finally purchased two hundred acres of land 
lying in the delta of the Yazoo, which is so rapidly rising in value; the cotton raised in this 
section invariably commands the highest price in the market. Mr. Phiilips is also doing 
a flourishing business in mercantile lines; he has two stores in the Yazoo delta, carries stocks 
valued at $5,000 and does an annual business of $30,000, He is a man of indefatigable 
energy, push and pluck, and has made all obstacles yield to his foreeful touch. Such traits 
must make themselves felt in the new South. 

Seldon I*. Phillips has lived a useful and well-spent life, and being possessed of those 
advanced ideas and progressive principles regarding agricultural life necessary to a sue- 
cessful following of that calling he is now in independent circumstances. He is a Virgin- 
ian, his birth occurring in Hanover county in 1849, being the second of eight children born 
to William and Caroline (Kacho) Phillips, they being also born in the Old Dominion, the 
former’s birth occurring in 1822. He enlisted in company I, Fifteenth Virginia regiment 
of the Confederate States army in 1862 and served asa private until the close of the war, 
taking part in the battles of Cold Harbor, Watts Farm and Fair Oaks. He was called from 
life in his native state in 1883. His wife, who was a daughter of John A. Eacho, was born 
in 1S24. The subject of this sketch was reared in Hanover county, but received his educa- 
tion in Lexington. While attending school at this place his studies were interrupted by 
the war, but, notwithstanding this fact, he is one of the most intelligent gentlemen of the 
county. He began life for himself in IS70 as a planter in Washington county, Miss., and 
has continued to follow this calling up to the present time, being now the owner of a one- 
half interest in one thousand six hundred and forty acres of land valued at $5 per acre, and 
is working one thousand three hundred acres of leased land. He also has a one-half inter- 
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est in the very prosperous business of C, H. Livingston, at Livingston, Miss., their stock 
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of goods being valued at about $20,000. He was married in 1873 to Miss Sally I. Hogan, 
a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of William Hogan, a planter of this state, and by 
her has two children: George Fall and Jennie Hogan, who are attending school in Cleve- 
land, Tenn., and Hiwassee, Tenn., respectively. Mr. Phillips has always been a democrat in 
his political views, and he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. His 
_paternal grandfather, William Phillips, was a Virginian, in which state he followed the life 
of a planter. He served throughout the War of 1812, and passed from life in 1860. His 
wife, formerly a Miss Wicker, was also born in the Old Dominion. The maternal grand- 
father of Mr. Phillips was John A. Eacho, his wife being a Miss Dudley, of Virginia. To 
William and Caroline (Macho) Phillips the following children were born: Deborah Carter is 
the wife of James Southall, a planter, of Virginia: Lafayette Fariss is also a planter of that 
state; Caroline Hall was married to a Mr. French, of Baltimore, Md., in which city he was 
a merchant, but she is now a widow and resides in Richmond, Va.; William is a bookkeeper 
of Baltimore: Mercy Carter is the wife of a Mr. Elliott, a mechanic of Richmond, Va., and 
Seldon F. The latter is now worth about $10,000, all which bas been acquired by his own 
good management and- industry, for he began life for himself with no means. He is a 
thorough and practical busimess man, and has had every need of being such, for his father, 
being left penniless at the close of the war, could give him no pecuniary aid. He, how- 
ever, inherited an abundant supply of grit and believed that honest labor would not go 
unrewarded, and has lived to see his belief fulfilled. He was manager of a plantation for 
quite a while, but afterward leased some land, and has been reasonably successful. He 
weighs about one hundred and eighty pounds, and in complexion is a brunette. His wife 
was the adopted daughter of Col. G. R. Fall. She is a well-educated and refined lady, an 
admirable housekeeper and a most faithful wife. 

Among the popular hotel men of the Mississippi valley may be mentioned Vincent 
Piazze, who is the kindly and courteous landlord of the Piazzo hotel, of Vicksburg, of which 
he is sole proprietor and manager. He was born in Italy in 1842, and at the age of sixteen 
years immigrated to America, for he decided that in the land of the free opportunities were 
offered young men that were not given them in any country of Europe. He attended sehool 
in his native land, and also after coming tothe United States, for he discovered that a knowl- 
edge of the English language was very necessary for success in any business here, and in 
the country of his adoption he immediately began qualifying himself for useful citizenship. 
He first learned the trade of wood carving, and after following it for some years in New York 
city, he in 1865 came to Mississippi, and for seven years thereafter was engaged in mer- 
chandising at Crystal Springs, Miss. In 1872 he came to Vicksburg, and until 1879 was 
engaged in the saddlery and harness business with N. and Joseph Piazzo, but in the latter 
part of the same year, relinquishing that, he embarked in the hotel business in a simall 
way, inthe management of which he gave such general satisfaction that his hostelry soon 
became known as one of the leading establishments of the kind in this section of the state. 
The trade which had been built wp by Mr. Piazzo by ISSO was so extensive that more room 
was necessary to do justice to his business, and during that year he erected a handsome brick 
building, consisting of one hundred and eight rooms, the structure being tive stories in hight. 
Tt is fitted up with all modern improvements, such as elevators, fire escapes, ete., is elegantly 
and tastefully furnished throughout, has a comfortable reading and writingroom, also hand- 
some offices, and last, but not least, his tables are supplied with the best the market affords, 
well and carefully prepared. The diningroom is cool and eommodious, and his guests are 


well served by a finely drilled corps of servants. A cordial and ready welcome is extended to 
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all by the genial host, whether they are guests of the hotel or not, and traveling men find his 
hotel especially satisfactory and homelike. This hotel, under its present efficient management, 
is one of the most desirable places from Memphis to New Orleans, for Mr. Piazzo caters to the 
taste of the public, and gives all to understand that it is his pleasure so to do. He is accounted 
one of the most progressive men of Vicksburg, for few, if any, have done more toward build- 
ing up and helping to sustain the reputation of the place as a thriving and progressive city 
than he. He is always to be found among the leaders in charitable and public enterprises, 
but does not confine his charities entirely to Vicksburg, as the poor of other cities can testify. 
He has never sought any office at the hands of his fellow-citizens, and his time is fully oecu- 
pied with his hotel and other interests. He was married in 1S77 to Miss Katie Botto, a 
_ hative of Vicksburg, but of Italian and Trish parentage. Mr. and Mrs. Piazzo are the parents 
of the following children: Effizia, Mary, Louise, Katie and Vincent, Jr. The entire family 
are members of the Catholic church, of Vicksburg. Mr. Piazzo is a son of A. Piazzo, who 
was a wine manufacturer and merchant of his native land, in connection with which he 
earried on the grocery business, although he made a specialty of handling fine wine. He died 
about 1854, leaving the following children fatherless: John P., who resides in his native 
land; Nathaniel, who is engaged in the saddlery and carriage business in Vicksburg; Joseph, 
a farmer at Crystal Springs, Miss.; Frank and Louis, grocers of this city, and Mary, who is 
in Italy, and the subject of this sketch. 

M. Pickett, Redmondville, has for many years been identified with the history of Yazoo 
county, and the following space will be devoted to a brief sketch of his personal career. He 
was born in Sicily Island, La., November 29, 1812, and is the youngest in a family of nine 
children. His parents, William and Mary (King) Pickett, were natives of South Carolina. 
The family is descended from English ancestors, who emigrated to America and settled in 
Virginia. The father came with his family to Mississippi in 1807, making the journey by a 
flatboat down the Tennessee and Mississippi rivers to I*ranklin county; there he and his 
wife spent the remainder of their days with the exception of a few years passed in Sicily 
Island, La. Mr. Pickett received his early education in the primitive log schoolhouse with 
a dirt floor and slab seats. At the age of fourteen years he was sent to Franklin, Tenn., and 

afterward to Danville, Ky., and finished his education atthe University of Virginia. He then 
took up agriculture in Franklin county, Miss., which he continued until {S39. On Christmas 
eve of that year he arrived on the plantation which he has made his home since that time; it 
then covered nine hundred acres, the greater portion of which he opened to cultivation; he 
added to the first purchase until he owned at one time seven thousand acres. At the 
beginning of the Civil war he owned one hundred and ninety-six slaves, and livestock enough 
to carry on hisfarm. He raised meat and provisions for two hundred and twenty-five people, 
and milked as many as sixty-four cows. The plantation was one of the best improved in the 
county, and was carried on in the most systematic and approved manner. Hight hundred and 
thirty bales of cotton were produced annually, and fifteen thousand bushels of corn. Owing 
to ill health, Mr. Pickett was unable to enter the Confederate service. He now owns about 
twenty-five hundred acres of land. He was married at Jackson, Miss., in IS44, to Miss Jane 
K. Clark, a daughter of Gen. William and Louisa (Lanier) Clark. Mrs. Pickett was born in 
Pitt county, N. ©. Two sons were born of this union, both of whom died in infancy. Mrs. 
Pickett was taken from this hfe in December, IS79. Ven years later, in the month of 
December, Mr. Pickett was again united in marriage to Miss Harriet Amanda Rucker, a 
daughter of Col. John W. Rucker, of Tennessee. He has always taken an active interest in 


the polities of his county, He is a member of the Christian church, while his wife belongs 
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to the Baptist chureh. They are both people of unusual attainments, and of refined, culti- 
vated tastes. Mr. Pickett is a widely traveled man, having visited almost every portion of 
the United States. He has witnessed the development of the South from the destruction of 
the war to its present advanced position, and takes a just pride in the courage of the Southern 
spirit. 

Dr. James Pipes, a planter of Natchez, and a descendant of one of the pioneer families 
of Adams county, where his birth occurred on Sandy ereek in 1835, is a son of. Lewis and 
Mary (Holmes) Pipes, both born in Adams county, the father in 1S00 and the mother in 1801. 
The parents were married in 182], settled in the woods on Sandy creek, and opened a large 
farm on which they lived until 1558, when they removed near Natchez on St. Catherine’s 
creek on Oak Ridge plantation, where his death occurred in 1869. His wife died in 1SS2. 
She was a member of the Methodist church for many years. Myr. Pipes was a self-made 
man, started with nothing, and became very wealthy although like others he lost heavily dur- 
ing the war. At one time he owned several valuable plantations, viz.: The home plantation, 
Franklin, Pinelog, Smithland, Anchorage and Pine Ridge, the latter his birthplace. He 
raised on an average fifteen hundred bales of cotton per year for a few years prior to the war, 
and was a man of industry and economy. At one time he was a member of the board of 
supervisors. Of his father, John L. Pipes, it is not known whether be was a native of Adams 
county or not, but at least he was one of the pioneers. He lived and died on Pine Ridge 
plantation, and was also a prominent planter. He was of Scotch-Irish origin. He reared a 
family of three sons and three daughters: David, Levi, John L., Jane, Mary and Eliza, all 
now deceased. Grandfather John Holmes was also an early settler here, if he was not born 
in this county. He married a Miss Ford, and was a wealthy and prosperous planter. He 
was the father of ten sons and seven daughters, of whom our subject’s mother was the last to 
die. Dr. James Pipes was the ninth of twelve cbildren—six sons and six daughters—and he 
and his youngest brother, Lewis, are the only oes now living. ‘Three brothers were in the 
army: Hon. Charley was first in the Jefferson Davis legion, in the Virginia army, afterward 
lieutenant of artillery in Sander’s battery in Mississippi, ete. He became a wealthy planter, 
a successful lawyer of Vidalia, and served about four years as sheriff and taxcollector of Con- 
cordia parish, holding that office at his death. He was at one time a member of the Missis- 
sippi legislature, and was a popular and successful official. He was educated at Oakland col- 
lege and at the University of Virginia. Lewis, who is now a well-to-do planter of Natchez, 

ras educated at Centenary college and at the University of Virginia. During the war he 
served in Breckinridge’s guards in the Tennessee army. Dr. James Pipes was also educated 
at Centenary college and the University of Virginia, and in 1808 graduated from the medical 
department of the University of Tennessee, but never devoted much of his time to his profes- 
sion, preferring the life of a planter instead. He resided on his plantation and operated it 
extensively and very successfully until recently, when he removed to Natchez on account of 
the ill health of his wife, who is an invalid. He owns a fine plantation consisting of oue thou- 
sand seven hundred and forty acres in Warren county, and a residence in Natchez, principally 
the result of his own good management. He is a member of the Knights of Honor, Bluff 
City lodge No. 1145, and both he and wife are members of the Episcopal church. He was 
married in 1S69 to Miss Mary Wright, a native of Washington, Miss., born in 1550, and edu- 
cated in that city. They have no children. Mrs. Pipe’s parents were natives of Adams 
county, where they spent all their days. Mr. Wright was a successful planter of Washing- 
ton, and died in ISt1. His wife died in July, ISS9. She was a daughter of Dr. Daniel 


Rawlings, who, after marriage, came from Maryland to Adams county at a very early period. 
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He was a man of more than ordinary intelligence, was a frequent contributor to various jour- 
nals, and was a prominent physician and planter. He was quite well off. In June, 1861, 
Dr. Pipes joined the Adams troop as sergeant, and served all through the war in the Vir- 
ginia army, fighting first at first Bull Run, then Chancellorsville, Antietam, Gettysburg, 
seven days’ fight around Richmond, and many others in Virginia. Just before Lee’s surren- 
der he was sent with Gen. Wade Hampton into North Carolina, and fought at Bentonyille. 
He was with his regiment at every roll call, and was slightly wounded at Brandy station. 
He surrendered with General Johnston, and then returned home. 

John C. Pitchford, planter and merchant, Shoccoe, Miss., was born in Warren county, 
N. C., on the 26th of January, 1834, and was the eldest of fourteen children born to the 
union of Thomas J. and Matilda H. (Cheek) Pitchford, natives of the Old North state also. 
The father was quite anoted physician in his native state, and was alsoa prominent politician, 
serving as state senator for a number of years before the war. He died in 1883, and the 
mother in 1881. The paternal grandparents of our subject, Matthew and Elizabeth Piteh- 
ford, were natives of North Carolina, as were also his maternal grandparents, Robert T. and 
Mary A. Cheek. The Pitchford family is of Scotch-Irish origin. John C. Pitchford was 
educated in the private schools of North Carolina principally, attending school at Warrenton 
until seventeen years of age, and then entered the Baptist college at Wake Forest, where he 
graduated in 1855, taking first honors. He subsequently taught school, and continued this 
until 1861, when he began planting, and this has been his occupation since. He is the owner 
of one thousand two hundred acres of land, with four hundred acres under the plow, and in 
connection he is also engaged in merchandising, carrying a stock of goods valued at S600. 
Mr. Pitchford has made all his property by his own exertions, and is honored and respected 
by all who are intimately acquainted with him. Miss Harriet E. Day, who beeame his 
wife in 1861, was born in North Carolina, and was the daughter of W. H. and Mary B. 
Day, natives also of that state. The ten children boru to Mr. aud Mrs. Pitchford are named 
in the order of their births as follows: Robert L., Sterling, Lucy M., John C., Thomas J., 
William D., Annie L., Landon C. and Marshall N. My. Pitchford’s sympathies were with 
the South during the Civil war, and in 1862 he enlisted in the Madison artillery, with which 
he remained until cessation of hostilities. He was in the following battles: Mine Run, Bris- 
toe Station, Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Hanover Junction, Cold Harbor, Appomattox Court- 
house, and all the battles around Petersburg. He was dangerously wounded at the battle of 
Cold harbor, being struck three times in ten minutes, and was disabled for three months. In 
politics he is a democrat. He holds the offices of justice of the peace and postmaster, is 
public-spirited, and is a liberal contributor to all landable enterprises such as schools, churches, 
ete. He has been unusually successful, and what he has accumulated in the way of this 
world’s goods is the result of his own unaided efforts. 

George Planchet, Bay St. Louis, Miss., was born at the Logis de Romefort, department 
de Ja Charente, France, May 28, 1840, and is a son of George Planchet, who did a large 
agricultural business. He was educated in his native land, at the college of La Rochefou- 
eauld. In 1859 he went to Angouleme city, and clerked there in a drygoods_ store 
until about the middle of the year 1860, and then went to Paris, where he also clerked in the 
same line of business until 1862. During this time he became familiar with the differ- 
ent lines of goods handled in the business, and went out as a traveling salesman. He was 
thus employed until ISv0. | During that year he entered the corps of the Mobilises, in 
the French army, and went through the Franeo-Prussian war, ending his service in Mareh, 
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1871. In October of the same year he sailed for America, landing at New Orleans 
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December 24, 1871. He secured a situation in a drygoods store, which he held until May, 
1872. In July of that year he came to Bay St. Louis, and established himself in the 
-drygoods business. His long years of experience in the employ of other men and in his own 
business have been of incalculable use to him. He is a complete master of the details of the 
trade, and by close attention and industry he has accumulated a competency. He is treas- 
urer of the St. Joseph society, of the Catholic Knights of America, branch 456, and of the 
People’s Building and Loan association of Bay St. Louis, and in allthese positions he displays 
that excellent judgment and wise management that bave characterized his private dealings. 
Mr. Planchet was married to Miss Louise Chiona, and they have had born to them four 
children. Besides his commercial interests he owns a considerable amount of property, and 
is in very comfortable circumstances. 

Poitevent & Favre. One of the most gratifying examples of business expansion pre- 
sented by the history of Hancock county, Miss., is that of the corporation known as the 
Poitevent & Favre Lumber company of Pearlington, Miss. It was established on a small 
seale in 1866, by the above mentioned gentlemen, and owing to their excellent business 
qualification it has become the largest plaut of the South. They do a business of immense 
proportions, the annual product of their establishment amounting to forty million feet; their 
lumber being principally of pine, cypress and mahogany. They own nine forty-to-fifty-ton 
schooners, six large schooners and brigs, which ply between Mexico, Buenos Ayres, and other 
foreign ports; also one light-draught stern-wheel boat, running from Jackson, Miss., to New 
Orleans, employed in carrying cotton, and four tugboats of ten to seventy-five tons each. 
Their mill premises are equipped with an elaborate outtit of every description of machinery 
adapted to the requirements of their business, including a large amount of valuable special 
machinery; the mill is kept constantly running to its full capacity, and gives employment to 
about one hundred and fifty workmen, one hundred of whom are employed on their schooners 
and brigs, and the rest as lumbermen and in the sawmill. Their mill is a two-story structure, 
300x82 feet; has brick floors, corrugated galvanized iron siding, slate roof; boiler shed, 65x75 
feet, with slate roof; twelve steel boilers, forty-two inches in diameter and thirty feet long, 
and four flues. The mill proper cost $100,000, not including their finely equipped planing- 
mill, dry houses, wharves, ete. They own about ninety-five thousand acres of good timber 
land in Hancock county, Miss., and St. Tammany parish, La., which keeps them mill 
constantly supplied with the finest timber. They were the originators of the Kast Louisiana 
railroad, which they still own, but it is run under another corporation. Thirty additional] 
miles of railroad were built to tap the Northeast railroad, and their road is now out of debt 
and paying a large profit. It was built with money made from the sawmill and vessels 
owned by Poitevent & Favre, who have never had occasion to regret the investment of their 
money for this purpose. Their trains run immediately from their mill to the city of New 
Orleans, there being also a daily train from Covington to that place. They keep in con- 
stant use eleven coaches, two baggage ears, four fast freight cars, eight ordinary freight cars, 
sixteen long cars of forty thousand pounds’ capacity, three passenger and two freight engines, 
all of which are equipped with power brakes. These cars were built in New Orleans and 
are models in their way, four of the passenger cars being especially handsome. ‘This road is 
one of the finest in the South, is largely patromized and has proven a very paying enter- 
prise. In addition to this they are the proprictors of three good retail stores, two being 
at Pearlington, and one on the line of their railroad at Vlorenville. John Poitevent, the 
senior member of the firm, was born in Mississippi in S40 to Wilham J. and Mary A. 
(Russ) Poitevent, natives of North Carolina, the father being a descendant of the French 
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Huguenots. The paternal grandfather, John Poitevent, and the maternal grandfather, 
Samuel Ross, were both natives of the Old North state. William J. Poitevent came to 
Mississippi in 1835, and located in Hancock county, on the Pearl river. He was a steam- 
boat and sawmill man, and died in his adopted county in 1890, his wife being also deceased. 
Of a family of eight children born to them, seven are now living—four sons and three 
daughters: June, John, Adolph, Samuel, Mrs. Nicholson, Mrs. McAvoy, of St. Tammany 
parish, La., and Mrs. Lola Carter, wife of the clerk of the court of Panola county, Miss. 
Mr. Poitevent was reared in the county of his birth, and was partially educated in New 
Orleans. In 15862 he enlisted in the Commodore Holland navy, and served until New 
Orleans was taken by Butler, when he was sent to Norfolk, Va., thence to Mobile, Ala., 
at. which place he remained one year. He then entered the trans-Mississippi department 
under Gen. Dick Taylor, remaining with him until the close of the war. He was acting 
master in the navy, and was wounded at Fort Derusa by a gunshot, receiving several 
flesh wounds. After the close of hostilities he engaged’ in sawmilling, with the above men- 
tioned results. He has had long experience in this business, and being a gentleman of 
superior executive ability the business has flourished under his skillful and experienced 
supervision. He takes a deep and abiding interest in everything that concerns the welfare 
of Hancock county, and it may be justly said that no enterprise in this section has added 
more to its importance as a manufacturing center than has the Poitevent & Favre Lumber 
company. He was married in 1866 to Miss Toomer, by whom he has two children, Mary 
and William. His second union was celebrated in 1877, Miss Mary Hansbrough becoming 
his wife, and the mother of his six children: Emily, John, Eads, June, Callie and Helouise. 
Mr. Poitevent is a member of the Knights of Honor. 

G. W. Pollock is engaged in the sawmilling business, but also devotes much attention to 
planting, his home plantation being situated about four miles southeast of Brandon, Miss. 
He was born in the state in which he is now residing, on the 7th of August, 1861, and in 
Kemper county he was reared and educated, being an attendant of the public schools. He 
became familiar with the details of planting and milling while growing up, for his father fol- 
lowed these callings, and like the majority of sons, he followed in his father’s footsteps. His 
plantation was admirably tilled, devoted to the raising of cotton and corn principally, and on 
this he has erected a fine sawinill, which brings him in a handsome sum annually, for the 
work which he does is strictly first class. He is pleasant, courteous, yet unassuming in man- 
ners, and being full of energy, pluck and perseverance, his future is bright with promise. 
He was married in 1559 to Miss Florence Robinson, a native of Mississippi. His father, L. 
B. Pollock, is a Mississippian by birth, born about 1836, and still devotes his attention to 
planting and milling. He isa member of the A. F. & A. M., the Farmers’ Alliance, and is 
a public-spirited and whole-souled gentleman. In 1860 he was married to Miss Josephine 
Hall, by whom he became the father of ten children—seven sons and three daughters. He 
and his wife are residents of Kemper county. 

W. A. Pollock, banker at Greenville, Washington county, Miss., was born in Jefferson 
county, Va.,in [Sto. He was the eldest in a family of three children born to Addison G. and 
Martha E. (Graham) Pollock, both of whom were natives also of the Old Dominion. W. A. 
Pollock was educated at Oxford, Ohio, and at the age of twenty years, or in 1866, he engaged 
in business at Vicksburg as a cotton factor, continuing there for four years. In 1869 he came 
to Greenyille, was engaged with the Levee board for one year, and during that time organized 
the first bank of the place. After a year or two he sold out, and in 1876 was the main 


mover in organizing the Bank of Greenville, of which he has been president ever sinee. In 
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1886 he organized the Greenville Compress and Warehouse company, and is president 
of this also. In 1877 he erected his fine residence in Greenville, and this not only exceeds 
any in the town, but is one of the finest buildings in the state. It has all the modern 
improvements, and is a model of beauty, comfort and convenience. Mr. Pollock is most 
extensively engaged in planting, and is the owner of Lake Vista plantation, consisting of twenty- 
five hundred acres, with thirteen hundred acres under cultivation, and one of the best 
improved on the delta. He also owns Auburn plantation, in Washington county, consisting 
of five hundred acres, withthree hundred and fifty acres improved; and Geneva plantation of 
fifteen hundred acres, with one-half under cultivation. He has made many and yast im- 
provements on all. Mr. Pollock was married in IS70 to Miss Olive H. Bowen, a native of 
the Buckeye state, and a representative of a prominent family of that state. To this union 
have been born two children: Olive and Elise. Mr. and Mrs. Pollock are members of the 
Episcopal church. Mr. Pollock has been most active in promoting the welfare of Washington 
county, and since his residence here has been the moving spirit in almost every commercial 
enterprise. He has made a large fortune here, and contributes bounteously to all enterprises 
of a public nature. No man in the delta is held in higher estimation than Mr. Pollock, who 
is ever engaged in some good work for the people, and whose open-heartedness and generosity 
are fully appreciated by all. He is most pleasant and courteous in his manners, and has a 
host of warm friends. 

Seth P. Pool is a well-to-do planter of Clay county, Miss., and has been a resident of 
the state since 1837. He was born in North Carolina December 26, 1818, to Philip and 
Anna (Winfrey) Pool of North Carolina, in which state they were born, reared, educated and 
married. Of fourteen children born to them only two are now living: Seth P. and Carrie 
A., wife of Mr. Beaver, a well-to-do and prosperous planter of Person county, N.C. Seth 
P. Pool is a strictly self-made man, for when he started out in life for himself it was at 
about the age of fifteen vears, prior to which his educational advantages had not been of the 
best, and he never went to school more than six months all told. After coming to Mississippi 
he began working at the carpenter’s trade but later turned his attention principally to plant- 
ing and is now the most extensive landholder in the county, the principal part of his land 
lying near West Point. He also owns the Central hotel, three first-class storehouses and a 
dwellinghouse in West Point. The wealth that he has so honorably gained is not selfishly 
hoarded, but is used generously in the support of worthy causes, and although he early 
learned to know the value of a dollar he does not count the cost when a friend is to be 
aided or in the purchase of anything that may add to the comfort and happiness of himself 
and wife. Onthe 14th of April, 1842, he was married to Miss Martha J. Hullomon, in what 
was then Lowndes, but is now Clay county, but their union has not been blessed by the 
birth of any children. Out of the kindness of their hearts they gave a home to Alice 
Hulsey, an orphan, and she is now the wife of Lemuel Crump. Mr. Pool and his wife ave 
members of the Presbyterian church, and he has held the office of supervisor of the county 
six years, first while it was Lowndes county, and was the first supervisor after it) was organ- 
ized as Clay county. He made a faithful and capable official, and in every relation of life 


eentleman. 


has discharged his duties in a manner becoming an upright Christian ¢ 

John and Jacob Pope removed to Marion county, Miss., about the year ISI2. All 
the older members of the family have passed away, but there isa large and prominent con- 
nection scattered throughout the Southern states. John Pope married Blizabeth Regan, and 
they had born to them seven children: Harriet became Mrs. Bridges, and was afterward married 


‘to John Erwin; Nancy $8. married Felix Ford, he died and she married Samuel G. Foxworth; 
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Henry P. and Augustus L.; William H. started to California in 1849 and died before he 
had reached the end of his journey; Delilah married Hugh Ervin; Sophronia married Benja- 
min Williams. Henry P. Pope, son of John Pope, removed to Hinds county, Miss., where 
he made a fortune planting; later on he went to Bossier parish, La., and afterward to 
Texas, where he died in 1562, leaving a family of four children. 

Jacob Pope married Sarah Lee and they reared a family of eight children: James, Ben- 
jamin, Sampson, Jacob, Richard, Mary A., who married a Mr. Morgan, and after his death 
was united in marriage to Judge Ebenezer Ford; Clarissa, wife of Benjamin B. Barnes, 
and Sarah, who married Solomon Ford, and after his death was married a second time, to 
Watson Ford. Sampson Pope, son of Jacob Pope, married Esther Barnes. They became 
the parents of sixteen children, thirteen of whom grew to maturity: William, Mary, Jacob, 
Dickerson, Joseph, Harris, Sarah, Henry, James, Amanda, Allen, Willis, Salonia, Cordelia, 
Albert, and one who died in infancy. 

Port Gibson Female college. This admirable institution of learning was established on 
the 8d of April, 1Sf4, at which time a meeting of the board of trustees agreed that Mr. and 
Mrs. Harvie should open the school on Monday the loth, both for boarding and day 
pupils. It is later recorded that the articles of agreement of the association were entered 
into September 11, 1843, and were signed by J. H. Maury, Benjamin G. Humphreys, Elias 
Bridgers, Joseph Devenport, John §. Chambliss, Peter C. Chambliss, D. G. Humphreys, D. 
S. Humphreys, E. S. Jefferies, N. Jefferies, Samuel Cobun, H. T. Ellett and G. N. Humph- 
reys. The college was founded in IS44, and in 1854 was incorporated, and in 1869 was 
deeded to the Mississippi annual conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. The 
main building was completed and opened for pupils in 1S44, and the annex has been built 
since the war. The present board of trustees are as follows: Hon. G. W. Humphreys, J. H. 
Gordon, John Burnett, Hon. E. 8. Drake, G. J. Bahin, Hon. J. Millsaps, Henry Key, H. G. 
Millsaps, Rev. J. A. B. Jones, Rev. B. F. Jones, Hon. J. McMartin and Rey. J. A. Ellis. 
The present president is Miss M. E. Compton, and the students number ninety. The cur- 
riculum embraces the following departments: The primary and preparatory, in which the 
common branches are taught; the collegiate, which is divided into the schools of mathematics, 
natural science, moral science, history and the languages, and the musical department, in 
which special attention is paid to voice culture. The terms of the institution are within the 
reach of all, and, as the best of instructors are employed, the establishment is liberally 
patronized. The buildings can not be surpassed for convenience of arrangement. The rooms 
and halls are well ventilated, and the grounds, being extensive and well shaded, are well 
adapted to the health, comfort and improvement of the pupils. 

Mrs. Celestia A. Porter, a resident of Coahoma county, Miss., and a lady of marked 
business ability, was originally from Cobb county, Ga., her birth occurring in that state on 
the 22d of November, 1824. She was the eldest of three children born to the union of 
Thomas ht. and Eliza (Lege) Johnson, both natives of Georgia. The father was a soldier in 
the Mexican war, was also a participant in the Florida war, and received his final summons 
about that time. The mother moved to Mississippi in 1862 and died here in 1888. The 
maternal grandparents were Nathaniel and Lucy (Hampton) Lege, and the grandmother was 
a sister of Gen. Wade Hampton, the noted politician of Georgia. Mrs. Porter was reared 
in Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, and received her education in the private schools of 
those states, having moderately good educational advantages. She came to Mississippi in 
1848, and was here married on Feburary 18, 1851, to Mr. Edward D. Porter, a native of 


Ohio who came to Mississippi in 1837. Mr. Porter was in the Civil war, and held the rank 
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of captain of his company until cessation of hostilities. He figured very prominently in all 
the fighting in Mississippi, and was an intrepid officer and a valiant soldier. His death 
fo} to} I d 
occurred in 1871. Mrs. Porter is the owner of threo hundred acres of land, and has one 
hundred and seventy-five acres under cultivation. She is a lady of more than ordinary busi- 
ness ability, and displays excellent judgment and discretion in the management of her fine 
farm, gathering from seventy-five to one hundred bales of cotton from the same, annually. 
ate) 5 - , J 
The farm, which is situated on the Sunflower river, five miles south of Clarksdale, is in a 
? ? > 
good state of cultivation, and everything indicates industry and prosperity. Mrs. Porter is a 
member of the Methodist church and is a devout Christian. 
J. C. Porter, of Lauderdale Station, Miss., was born on the 15th of October, 1815, in 
Union district, South Carolina, being the fourth of a family of seven children born to Elisha 
7 d oD 
P. and Hollie (Cooper) Porter, both of whom were born in South Carolina, the descendants 
i , ) 
of Revolutionary parents. They grew up and were married in the state of their birth, resid- 
ing there for about thirty years, finally emigrating to Mississippi early in the forties, settling 
at Houston, in Chickasaw county. They purchased land near that town, and the father fol- 
lowed planting throughout the remainder of his days, becoming quite well to do. He was the 
I D io) ie] 84 
owner of many slayes as well as a large amount of real estate, and became well and favor- 
ably known throughout his adopted county. He was an excellent citizen and neighbor, and 
he and his wife were worthy Christians. They died at their home in Chickasaw county in 
1873 and 1865 respectively. Only two of their family are now living, Captain J. C., and 
if J oD) , 
Mary S., wife of Isaac Paulk, of Chickasaw county. Capt. J. C. Porter began planting for 
YR ) A 5 5 
himself at the age of twenty-one years, but after some time removed from his native state to 
fo) d d p] 
Alabama, and was married in Sumter county of that state in 1839 to Miss Naney G. Mav- 
> dv a 
ender, by whom he became the father of fourteen children—six sons and eight daughters, 
eight of whom are living: Elmira J., wife of W. B. Clark; Elizabeth, wife of T. P. Porter, 
deceased; BHugenic, wife of Robert Taylor; Lilea B., widow of Dr. J. R. Webb; Hollie, wife 
’ to) ? Mf ’ )’ )’ ’ 
of Robert Hunter; Alice, wife of D. L. Barr; Lemuel, a farmer and miller of Kemper 
county; and Isaac D., a merchant of Lauderdale. Captain Porter removed from Alabama to 
Mississippi in 1846, and took up his abode in Chickasaw county, where he was engaged in 
planting for six years, after which he returned to Alabama and there remained for seven 
years. At the end of this time he returned to Mississippi, and after spending some time in 
Kemper county, he came to the place where he is now living, at Lauderdale Station, in 1865, 
He successfully carried on merchandising at this point for twenty years, and succeeded in 
securing a large patronage throughout the country, doing an annual business of $30,000 to 
$60,000. He retired from the active duties of life in 1SS6, owing to defective eyesight, and 
? dD d oD ’ 
has since lived in retirement. He has been a member of the board of county supervisors, 
was justice of the peace of Lauderdale county for a number of years, and for four years was 
mayor of Lauderdale Station. His wife died at her home in this county, in 1SS4, a consist- 
ent member of the Christian church, but Captain Porter has been a member of the Protest- 
ant Methodist church for many years, and has for the past forty years been a member of the 
A. F. & A. M. He is the owner of six thousand acres of land in Kemper county 
] y) 
seven hundred acres in Sumter county, Ala., one hundred acres in Lauderdale county, and 
a handsome residence and business property in Lauderdale; also five tenement houses. The 
Captain has been very energetic and enterprising, and has proven himself a man of shrewd 
business tactics, and sound and practical views. He is well known throughout the county, is 
the soul of honor in the conduct of his business, and has numerous warm friends. His 
property has been earned by hard and persistent endeavor, but he has been very liberal in 
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the use of his means, and worthy enterprises find in him a hearty supporter. The Porters 
are noted for their generosity, warm-heartedness and upright principles, and being among 
the prominent citizens of Lauderdale county they have always moved in the highest social 
circles. 

Dr. Jaines G. Pou, a physician and merchant of Courtland, Miss., who, by his own abil- 
ity, has become prominent in his different callings, owes his nativity to Panola county, Miss., 
born January 24, 1S49. His father, Henry P. Pou, was a native of the Palmetto state, was 
married there to Miss G. M. Chapman, also a native of that state, and subsequently, or in 
1846, immigrated to Panola county, where he was engaged in tilling the soil. He was a sol- 
dier in the Creek Indian war, and for a few months also served in the Civil war. He is now 
seventy-six years of age and is still engaged in his life’s calling. Of the eight children born 
to his marriage, Dr. James G. was the fifth in order of birth. The latter was educated in 
the public schools of Panola county, and the war coming on at a time when he should have 
been in school, prevented his getting more than an ordinary English education. However, 
by close application to the duties of life, he has gleaned a great deal of valuable knowledge 
since. He graduated in medicine from Tulane university, New Orleans, La., in 1871, and 
immediately entered upon the practice of his profession in the place of his birth and boy- 
hood, where he has continued successfully since. He is a clever and scientific practitioner, 
and is known all over the county. In 1880 he established a drug business in Courtland, and 
conducted the same under the firm name of J. G. Pou until 1890, when J. M. Fowler pur- 
chased one half interest in the business, and it is now conducted under the firm title of J. G. 
Pou & Co. They do a good business and are thoroughgoing, enterprising men. Dr. Pou 
was married in 1873 to Miss Mary E. Nelms, a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of Sam- 
uel H. and Mary (Caldwell) Nelms, natives of Alabama and Tennessee, respectively. our 
children have been born to Dr. and Mrs. Pou: Mary Blanche, James Virgil, Arrah Viola and 
Theodora Alice, all at home. Dr. Pou started out to fight life’s battles for himself, with lim- 
ited means, and, by his success as a practitioner and his excellent business ability, has 
become the owner of five hundred acres of land, one hundred acres of which are under culti- 
vation, his place of business and his fine home being in Courtland. He is a man of few words 
and is very attentive to business and his profession. 

Absalom C. Powell, planter and dealer in livestock, Mount Carmel, Miss., is a well-known 
resident of Covington county. He was born in Darlington district, 5. C., in 1S11, the third 
of a family of seven children, named as follows: Sallie, who married David Dalrymple; Mary, 
wife of Kindred Griffith; Absalom C.; Martha; Margaret; Kate, wife of Benjamin Diggs, and 
Jobn. The parents, James and Melissa (Stewart) Powell, were natives of Darlington district, 
S.C. The father was born in 1780, and was a son of John Powell, a native of North Caro- 
lina, and a soldier of the Revolutionary war. He was born in 1752, and died in 1834. He 
was a planter by occupation. James Powell was a soldier in the War of 1812. The subject 
of this sketch removed to Covington county in 1555, and settled within one mile of the plan- 
tation which he occupies. He was married in 1540 to Miss Angeline Lott, and of this union 
there have been born ten children, seven of whom are still living: Robert, Nancy, (wife of 
Benjamin Eastland), John, Katie (wife of Alexander Leonard), Thomas (deceased), William, 
Joseph, Melissa (deceased), Morgan and Howard (deceased). Mr. Powell had two sons in the 
Civil war, but both lived through the conflict. He belongs to no church, nor to any secret 
societies. He is aman of the highest character and a loyal citizen. Before the war he had 
thirty-three slaves, and like many of the Southern people lost heavily by the war. He has 
placed his land under cultivation, and it is well stocked with good grades of animals. 
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The name of Isaac T. Powell is synonymous in Prentiss county with successful agricult- 
ure, for he has been one of its successful planters for many years. He was born in 
Hardeman county, Tenn., in 1839, and is the son of William and Sarah (Ingram) Powell, 
the father a native of South Carolina, born in 1800, and the mother of the same state, 
born in 1812. William Powell was reared to farm life, and after receiving the usual school- 
ing of his day, started out to make his own way in life. He was married in his native 
state to Miss Ingram, who is a descendant of one of the prominent families of South Caro- 
lina, and soon after moved to Tennessee, where their children were born and _ reared. 
The children were named in the order of their birth as follows: John R., who died before 
the war; Nancy, Mrs. Sanders, also died before the war; Needham J., in Texas; Alice, 
Mrs. Holmes, is now deceased; Amanda, Mrs. Crawford, now deceased; Louisa, Mrs. Brint, 
now deceased; William was taken prisoner during the war confined at Alton, Il]., and there 
died; he left three children: Richard H. resides near the old homestead in Tennessee; Isaac 
T., our subject; Mary, Mrs. Moore, died in Arkansas, and James was killed at the battle of 
Cross Roads, Lee county, Miss. The parents died in Hardemancounty, Tenn., near 
-Cranesville, in 1863, nearly at the same time, not a day between their deaths. The father 
was an honest, industrious citizen, was an old-line whig in politics, and was justice of 
the peace for a number of years. He and wife reared all their children. The paternal grand- 
father of our subject served in the War of 1812. Isaac T. Powell grew to manhood in 
Hardeman county, Tenn., secured good educational advantages, and at the age of twenty-one 
years enlisted in the Middleton legions, and was attached to the Ninth Tennessee 
infantry, commanded by Gen. Douglas. Mr. Powell enlisted as a private, and later was 
promoted to the rank of orderly sergeant. He participated in the battle of Corinth, and 
was all through the county where he now lives. He was at Coldwater, Shiloh and the fight 
around Jackson, Tenn. He was never wounded or taken prisoner, and was paroled at 
Corinth, Miss., in 1865. After the war he foliowed the occupation of his father, farming, 
and this has continued to be his chosen industry since. He was married, in 1865, to Miss 
Mattie Donaldson, daughter of John B. and Sarah (Fulghur) Donaldson, natives of Tennes- 
see. Mr. and Mrs. Donaldson moved to Mississippi before the war, and both are now 
deceased, the mother dying before and the father after that eventful period. They had one son, 
Ben I’., in the Confederate army. To Mr. and Mrs. Powell were born four interesting chil- 
drén, three of whom are living: Anna L., Sarah (died in 1883), Henry and John. ‘The ehil- 
dren are all at home. Mr. Powell is quite an extensive farmer, and has about twelve thou- 
sand acres of what is called the black land. He has of this about one hundred and fourteen 
acres under cultivation. He and Mrs. Powell hold membership in the Baptist church. He 
is a Master Mason, a member of Booneville lodge No. 305, and is also a member of the 
Knights of Honor. He is an active member of the democratic party. He is a selfmade 
man, having accumulated all his property by his own energy and enterprise, and has been 
a resident of this county since the war. 

Capt. John Powell, a prominent commission merchant of New Orleans, and president of 
the Merchants’ bank, also the Grenada Compress and Oil company at Grenada, where be has 
his residence, was born in Nottoway county, Va., in 1825, and is the son of Thomas W. and 
Martha Anderson (Leigh) Powell, natives of Nottoway and Amelia counties, Va., respectively. 
The parents were married in the latter county, and there Mr. Powell died in 1830, at the age 
of forty-five, being clerk of the county at the time. He also engaged in merchandising and 
was a prominent and successful business man. Mrs. Powell moved to northern Alabama in 
1831, and five years later to Mississippi. Her death occurred in Yalobusha county in 1865, 
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at the age of seventy-two years. She was the daughter of Rev. Zachery Leigh, a native of 
the Old Dominion, a planter, and a Baptist minister of considerable prominence. He was 
captain of a cavalry company under General Washington during the Revolutionary war. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Powell were born eight children—three sons and five daughters—only two 
besides our subject now living—two sisters who reside in Yalobusha county. One brother, 
Thomas, served in the Confederate army, cavalry, and died in Grenada, of yellow fever, in 1878. 
He wasa planter by occupation. Another brother, Dr. William, was a prominent physician, and 
died in Grenada county in 1890. Capt. John Powell was educated at Grenada and in the 
languages at Preston, Miss. When twenty years of age he began for himself as a clerk in 
Troy, then Yalobusha county, and in 1855 the mercantile firm of Conley & Powell was formed 
at Grenada. Two years later they were burned out, and after this Mr. Powell served for 
about two years as station agent for the Mississippi Central railroad company. In 1860 he 
was elected to fill an unexpired term as sheriff of Yalobusha county, and was reélected at the 
next general election, serving about two and a half years in all, but when the war broke out 
he joined company H, Fifteenth Mississippi infantry, and operated in east Tennessee. He 
was in the battles of Rock Castile, Fishing Creek, ete., and after about six months came home 
to collect the taxes of his county, that being a part of his official duties as sheriff. Early in 
1862 he organized a company (H), which he commanded, and joined the Forty-second Missis- 
sippi infantry. Heserved in the Virginia army and fought at Cold Harbor, Hagerstown, and 
many other places. In June, 1864, he was severely wounded in the thigh at Drewrey’s Bluff, 
was disabled from further service, and from this wound he has never fully recovered. He spent 
some time in the hospital in Richmond and then came home. When he had sufficiently 
recovered he was employed as a traveling agent for different commission houses of New 
Orleans for five years, and in 1875 he founded the cotton commission house of Chafle, Ham- 
ilton & Powell, of New Orleans, which was afterward Chafie & Powell, and now Chaffe, 
Poweil & West, one of the best known commission houses of the city. To this Captain 
Powell devotes most of his time, and his presence is required in New Orleans. In 1865 he 
was made treasurer of the Mississippi Central Railroad company, but at the end of about 
sixteen months was compelled to resign on account of his disability and wound. He placed 
himself in the hands of the celebrated surgeons, Drs. Warren Strong and Thomas G. 
Richardson, of New Orleans, and after a severe operation, in which they removed a portion 
of the thigh bone, he found much relief. Captain Powell has extensive planting interests in 
the Yazoo delta, and one plantation in Tallahatchie county furnishes employment for about 
one hundred negroes. The Captain started in life a poor boy, and Jost what property he had 
accumulated prior to the war, being obliged, like many others, to start anew. For many 
years he has been a member of the Grenada lodge, A. I. & A. M., No. 31. Although quiet 
and unpretentious, Captain Powell is one of Grenada county’s most esteemed and worthy 
citizens. He is connected with its most worthy enterprises, both financially and officially, 
and possesses, in more than ordinary degree, the natural attributes essential to a successful 
public as well as private career. He is a thoroughgoing and live business man, and is prac- 
tically a selfmade man in a business point of view. In 1875 he was married to Miss Winnie, 
daughter of Dr. Willis M. and Sarah (Wilson) Lea, anda native of Mississippi. Her parents 
were born near Leesburg, N. C., and Danville, Va., respectively, and came to Marshall 
county, Miss., at a rather early date. The father was a successful physician and planter 
for many years, and died about 1880. He was a member of the secession convention, and had 
three sons killed in the Confederate army. Mrs. Lea is still living, and is seventy-eight 
years of age. Captain and Mrs. Powell are worthy members of the Baptist chureh, which 
ho joined many years ago. 
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John M. Powell is one of the most successful planters of Coahoma county and one 
whose honesty has never been questioned. His beautiful home is a model of neatness, 
taste and comfort, and indicates the refined taste and culture of both Mr. Powell and his 
wife. Mr. Powell was born in the county in which he is now residing, February 16, 1854, 
being the youngest of five children born to John M. and Cordelia (Penrice) Powell, the 
former born in the Old North state and the latter in Tennessee. Mr.- Powell came to 
Mississippi in 1850 and located on the plantation on which his son, John M., is now 
residing, and engaged in planting, in which he was very prosperous. He was one of the 
first contractors on the Mississippi levee, being in partnership with Jacob Thompson, who 
was secretary under James Buchanan. Mr. Powell was one of the most prominent men in 
the delta, but died in New York in 1875. His parents were Ransom and Myra (Rolen) 

e Powell, natives of North Carolina, where they were wealthy planters. The great-grand- 
parents were Thomas R. and Myra (Lewis) Powell, also of North Carolina. The maternal 
grandparents, Frank and Elizabeth (Smith) Penrice, as well, and the maternal great-grand- 
parents, John and Amy (Herod) Smith, were North Carolinians. The Penrice family origi- 
nally came from Wales and settled in Tennessee. John M. Powell was principally reared 
in Ohio, but received his education in Oxford, Miss., Ohio and Illinois. Upon leaving 
school he returned to his home in Mississippi and began merchandising and planting, the 
latter calling being conducted on the plantation which then belonged to his father and of 
which he is now the owner. He started in life with $1,000, and by a free use of brain and 
brawn he has made the remainder of his property by his own efforts, being now the owner 
of one thousand eight hundred and fifty acres of land, of which seven hundred and fifty 
acres are under cultivation, the most of which he has brought to its present excellent state 
of fertility by his own efforts. He has greatly improved his property in the way of build- 
ing, and in 1890 erected his handsome residence. Everything about his place indicates that 
aman of thrift, energy and enterprising Views las the management of affairs. He is very 
thorough in everything that he undertakes, takes great pride in beautifying and adorning 
his home, is kind and considerate in his family, and is ever thoughtful of the comfort and 
happiness of his mother, who makes her home with him. He was first married in 1876, to 
Miss Ella Smith, a native of this state and a daughter of Jesse and Lucinda (Carr) Smith, 
natives of Kentucky. In 1885 his wife was called from earth, leaving one child: Lon S., 
who is now attending school at Helena, Ark. In 1890 he took for his second wife Mrs. 

_ Minnie C. Thomas, a native of Helena, Ark., and daughter of Alexander and Mary (Estell) 
Clemens, the former of whom was born in Arkansas and the latter in Louisiana. To Mrs. 
Powell’s first union a daughter, Julia Estell, was born, who is attending school in her 
mother’s native town. Mr. Powell isa member of the Presbyterian church, while his wife 
and mother are Episcopalians, the latter being now in her seventy-fourth year. Mr. Pow- 
ell has a sister living who is the wife of Rey. D. B. Ramsey, of Louisville, Ky. He is well 
educated, a good business man and, socially, is a member of the K. of P. He is deeply 
religious, honorable, philanthropic and public-spirited, and, as a business man, has not his 
superior in this section of the country. Although he is a lineal descendant of George 
Washington’s and Gen. Dick Lewis’ families, he does not boast of his ancestry, being suffi- 
ciently democratic to believe that “ worth makes the man,’’? no matter who the father may 
have been. His career has been such that the standard of morality among young men has 
become much higher ip the community in which he resides, and in numerous ways he has 
helped to make Coahoma county a most desirable place in which to live. He is of com- 
manding presence, tall and slender, with fair hair and complexion and handsome and intel- 
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ligent gray eyes. He is very neat in dress, is very courteous and hospitable, and takes 
great delight in entertaining his friends. His wife ably seconds him in every worthy move- 
ment, is devoted to her family, and does all in her power to make their home a cheerful and 
happy one. She is quite a talented artist, and the walls of their parlors are hung with 
the results of her brush. 

Joseph F. Powell was born in Northampton county, N. C., February 14, 1536, and is 
the seventh of a family of thirteen children. His father, George W. Powell, was born in 
Virginia in the year 1800, and spent the early part of his life there. He was a minister of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. In the year 1825 he removed to North Carolina, where he 
resided until 1840. Then he came to Mississippi, locating in Warren county. There he 
engaged in agricultural pursuits, which he followed until his death, in 1866. He was a man 
of industrious habits and accumulated considerable property. He was of Irish origin. His 
wife, whose maiden name was Mary Ramsey, was a native of North Carolina. Joseph F. 
was reared within the borders of Warren county, Miss., but his educational advantages were 
extremely meager. His school days did not cover a single year, but, fortunately, experience 
is a wise teacher, albeit a severe one, and to-day he has few equals in practical business 
knowledge. When about twenty-two years of age he was appointed deputy sheriff of 
Warren county, discharging the duties of this office for two years. He then clerked in the 
postoffice at Vicksburg, and was afterward in the offices of the Vicksburg & Meridian rail- 
road at Vicksburg. He was afterward employed by the railroad company as station agent 
at Bolton and other points along the line. In 1866 he became a resident of Yazoo City, and 
for a period of thirteen years he clerked for F. Barkdale. In the meantime he made some 
good investments, from which he realized a handsome profit. In 1877 he embarked in the 
general mercantile trade and has conducted a large and growing business. He is the origi- 
nator of the first cotton warehouse company that was organized in Yazoo City, of which he 
is the effivient president. He is a director and heavy stockholder in the Bank of Yazoo City, 
He is a charter member of the Lintonia Land company, which is one of the most worthy 
business enterprises. He is treasurer of the Yazoo Valley Telephone company, of which he 
is also a stockholder. He is also one of the largest stockholders of the Yazoo Commercial 
company and was the first president of the organization. From this brief review it will be 
seen that there are few business corporations to which he has not lent a helping hand, either 
by investment or personal supervision. He is thoroughgoing, energetic, courteous and kind 
of manner, and a man whom it is the pleasure of the stranger in a strange land to meet. 
Mr. Powell was united in marriage in 1861 to Miss Mary Redding, a native of Yazoo City, 
and a daughter of James Redding of South Carolina. One child was born of this marriage, 
John F., who is in business with his father. Mrs. Powell is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and her husband, while not a member of the society, is a liberal contrib- 
utor to its support. 

William H. Powell, who stands at the head of the legal profession in Madison county, 
Miss., is a native of that county, born on the 16th of November, 1856, and is the fifth of six 
children born to J. R. and Frances A. (Smith) Powell, natives of the Old Dominion. The 
father emigrated to North Carolina at an early day, thence to Mississippi in 1850 and settled 
in Madison county, where he has since lived as a cotton-factor and planter, meeting with fair 
success. He was president of the board of supervisors of Madison county for many years, 
and although not a politician he is an ardent democrat. He and wife are both living, he at 
the age of seventy-two and she at the age of sixty-eight years. William H. Powell was 
reared in his native county, received his education at Oxford and graduated before eighteen 
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years of age. He had read law at home, was admitted to the bar, and before he was nineteen 
years of age had commenced practicing. He is a warm and hearty advocate and supporter 
of democracy, and although he is not an office-seeker, few men stand higher in the estimation 
of the people than he. Although frequently urged to run for the office of representative, 
senator and other positions of honor and trust, he has always respectfully declined. His life is 
devoted wholly to his business and his family. He has a large and successful practice in the 
supreme and Federal courts as well as the lower courts, and stands at the head of the bar. 
Believing that his clients should have his time, he is ready to prosecute their claims to the 
extent of his ability. In fact he is a man of business and one who believes that whatever is 
worth doing at all is worth doing well. He has occupied the same office since practicing and 
has built up his now large practice in the place of his birth, thus forcibly illustrating the 
confidence that the people have in him. He is an excellent business man, is the owner of 
three thousand five hundred acres of land and has a fine residence in Canton. He is a stock- 
holder in the Mississippi state bank and of the Canton Cotton Compress and Warehouse com- 
pany. Mr. Powell was married in 1881 to Miss Sallie Cage, a native of Canton, Miss., and 
the daughter of Dr. A. H. Cage, who was born in Kentucky. Her father was an able physi- 
cian and died during the yellow-fever epidemic of 1878. Mr. Powell has three living chil- 
dren by this union: Amanda, Robert and Louise. Mr. and Mrs. Powell are members of the 
Baptist church and he is a Knight of Pythias. 

There are few citizens of Mississippi more generally or more favorably known than Col. 
J. L. Power, of Jackson, of which city he has been a resident since April, 1855. Colonel 
Power was born in Ireland in 1834, and has a lively recollection of the great agitation of 
1848, and remembers having seen Daniel O’Connell, William Smith O’Brien, Thomas Fran- 
cis Meagher, John Mitchell, and other prominent leaders, as they moved among and 
addressed the people. His father died when subject was about six years of age, and his mother, 
remarrying, came to the United States, leaving him to the care of relauives who were barely 
able to provide for themselves. For ten years of his young life his experience was an excep- 
tionally hard one, and it is often a matter of surprise to him, as well as of gratitude, that 
he survived the trying ordeals of his early years. When he was not quite sixteen years of age 
he resolved to come to America. He traveled on foot a long distance to the city of Water- 
ford, thence by steamer to Liverpool, where he embarked on a sailing vessel, and after a 
six weeks’ voyage, narrowly escaping shipwreck, he arrived in New York in December, 1850. 
He was thinly clad and had only a few dimes in his pocket, but he was cared for, as he 
always has been, by a kind Providence, and the next day he was placed on a Hudson river 
steamer for Albany. Arriving there, he expected to work his way to Lockport, in the western 
part of the state, where his mother lived, but the canal was frozen and navigation closed 
for the winter. He then went to the railway station, found the conductor and told him his 
story, who told him to get aboard, and who permitted him to ride as far as Batavia. 
There was no railroad to Lockport in those days, and when he alighted from the train a 
heavy snow was falling, and his heart sank within him. Cold and hungry, without money, 
and seemingly without friends, the prospect seemed gloomy indeed; but a kind-hearted gen- 
tleman took in the situation and he was again provided for, and after being nourished and 
wrapped in buffalo robes, he was taken to Lockport in a splendid sleigh. After the sub- 
ject of this sketch had resided in Lockport for a short time, he became identified with the 
Presbyterian Sabbath-school and church. Through the influence of his teacher he obtained 
employment in the office of the Lockport Journal, where he soon became proficient in all 
departments of the printing business. It so happened that a family from New Orleans were 
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visiting Lockport in the summer of 1854, and they talked so much about Dixie and the 
sunny South, he resolved to go with them when they returned, and so on the 31st of 
August, 1854, he started for the Crescent city. Yellow fever was prevailing there and in 
other cities of the South, and after passing Vicksburg he was prostrated with the fever, but 
passed the crisis of the disease before the steamer reached New Orleans, and soon conval- 
esced. He found steady and profitable employment, and though much attached to the Cres- 
cent city, he accepted an invitation to go to Jackson, Miss., in April, 1855, where he has 
since resided and has been for many years one of its most active, progressive and useful cit- 
izens. He was married in December, 1857, to Miss Jane Wilkinson, and they have raised 
quite a large family. When the war came on Mr. Power was engaged in the publishing 
business in Jackson, but on the organization of Wither’s regiment of light artillery he 
enlisted as a private in company A. He was appointed orderly sergeant, and soon after 
became adjutant of the regiment. He was in the siege of Vicksburg. In 1864 he was com- 
missioned superintendent of army records, under a joint act of congress and the states, 
with the rank of colonel, and hence the title by which he has since been known. He was 
thus engaged at Richmond when the city fell, on April 2, 1865. 

On his return to Mississippi he was, for many months, without employment, but when 
Provisional Goyernor Sharkey called a convention to adopt a constitution that should con- 
form to the changed condition of affairs, Mr. Power was offered for secretary, and was elected 
over three formidable competitors. His earnings from this he pooled with equal sums by 
two others in starting a newspaper called the Mississippi Standard, which was merged with 
the Clarion in 1866. It was the official journal of the state, and so continued until the 
beginning of the reconstruction period, when a military order transferred the printing to an 
office deemed loyal by the party in power. His associate for many years was Hon. Ethel 
Barksdale. In 1875 the firm of Power & Barksdale was elected state printer, and reélected 
for five biennial terms. After the election of Mr. Barksdale to congress, the Clarion was 
merged with the State Ledger, in January, JSSS, and Colonel Power is the business man- 
ager. But he has alsothe pen of a ready writer, and employs it as inclination and time 
admit. Colonel Power is one of the best known secretaries in the state. He was clerk of the 
house of representatives in 1867, seeretary of the constitutional convention of 1866, 
reported the proceedings of the secession convention of 1861 and of the constitutional 
convention of 1890, and has been secretary of many of the political state conventions 
that have been held at the capitol. But it is as grand secretary of Masons that he is most 
widely known, and his name is familiar to the craft throughout the Union. He was elected 
to that office in 1869, and is nowserving his twenty-third year. He is also secretary of the 
three other Masonic grand bodies. He is a past grand master of Odd Fellows, and was 
grand treasurer of that order for several years, and has received many special testimonials of 
his efficiency. He is also an active member of the Kuights of Honor and Knights of Pythias; 
is a ruling elder in the Presbyterian church, and for twenty years was superintendent of its 
Sabbath-school. Colonel Power's greatest work, and the one of which he is especially proud, 
is in connection with the great yellow fever scourge of IS7S. He received and judiciously 
disbursed to more than thirty stricken communities nearly $100,000, being vested by the 
contributors with unlimited discretion as to its use. He visited many of the afilicted towns, 
during and after the epidemic, and distributed relief to all, regardless of race, ereed or fra- 
ternity. His work was examined and warmly commended by the grand lodge. Colonel 
Power's rough experience in his early youth implanted in him a disposition to help the 
orphan and the friendless, and hence it is that the Protestant Orphan asylum at Natchez has 
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found in him a friend indeed. The lady managers have placed in its parlor a large portrait 


> and that he has 


of him, from which is suspended a beautiful card, “The Lord will provide,’ 
been an instrument in the Lord’s hands in providing food and raiment for the fatherless is 
ample compensation for all that he has done in that direction. Immediately after the epi- 
demic of 1878, and occasionally since, Colonel Power's name has been mentioned in connec- 
tion with the office of governor, but he has always been too busy to give the matter a serious 
thought, and he has been satisfied in the consciousness that there were others more willing to 
seek and more able to fill that high station. 

Capt. Homer C. Powers, banker, Starkville, Miss. Captain Powers’ grandfather, Jacob 
Powers, was a native of Peunsylvania and one of the pioneers of Mahoning valley, in Ohio, 
where he opened up a large farm in the wilderness. He became one of its wealthy and well- 
known citizens, was also an extensive stocktrader, and gave each of his seven children a good 
start in life after educating them. He was in the War of 1812. His wife was a Virginia 
lady. Both died in the Buckeye state. One of their sons, John W. Powers, father of sub- 
ject, was born in Beaver county, Penn., in 1812, and at a very early day removed with his 
parents to Olio, where he was married to Miss Miranda Gee, a native probably of New York 
state. Her father, Rev. Nicholas Gee and his wife were natives of the state of New York, 
and were also pioneers of the Mahoning valley, Ohio, where the father became an extensive 
landowner. He was for many years a prominent Methodist minister and of great service to 
the church. Besides rearing thirteen children of his own to become well-to-do and prosper- 
ous citizens, Mr. Gee reared two adopted children, both of whom he gave good educational 
advantages. He lived to be about ninety-five years of age, and was a very useful. man. After 
his marriage to Miss Gee, Mr. Powers settled in Mahoning valley and became one of the 
largest landowners and stockdealers in the country. He was well educated, was a man of 
great industry and good judgment. He excelled as a business man and was a noted finan- 
cier. He reared seven children, all of whom were well cducated. Capt. Homer C. Powers, 
the fourth in order of birth of this family, all of whom are living with the exception of one 
son who was killed while railroading in the West, was born in Youngstown, Ohio, in 1842, and 
there received his early education. At the breaking out of the war he was a pupil of the 
- lamented President Garfield, and during the vacation of 1S61 he joined the one hundred-day 
troops, and spent a few weeks in Kentucky. After that, he being a minor, his services were 
not needed and he returned home. His father, while being in favor of the war, said the war 
could be put down without enlisting minors (the North having so many resources), and he 
was not allowed to enter the service further, but instead, in the fall of 1S61, he entered the 
Michigan university at Ann Arbor, from which he graduated in 1865. During his first year 
in college he was a roommate of a cousin, R. C. Powers, who afterward became a colonel in 
the Federal army. After the war the latter removed to Noxubee county, Miss., became one 
of the wealthiest planters, and was lieutenant-governor with Governor Aleorn. Upon the 
election of Governor Alcorn to the United States senate Colonel Powers became governor of 
the state. He afterward returned North, and is nowa resident of Arizona. After complet- 
ing his education Captain Powers’ father started him in the merehandising business in the oil 
regions of Pennsylvania, and after a very successful career of about nine months he lost all 
by fire. On September 20, 1866, he was married in Cleveland, Ohio, to Miss Matilda, daugh- 
ter of J. S. and Matilda (Mimbal) Tilden, natives of New York state but early settlers of 
Cleveland, Ohio, where Mr. Tilden was a prominent merehant and large landowner and where he 
still lives. Mrs. Tilden died in 1873. Mrs. Powers was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and is a 
consistent member of the Presbyterian church. To Mr. and Mrs. Powers were born four 
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children, two now living. Immediately after the war Captain Powers came to Oktibbeha 
county, Miss., where his father had purchased a large cotton plantation in 1865, and resided 
on the same for five years, since which time he has resided in Starkville, although 
he still carries on his planting interests quite extensively. He pays the third largest 
tax in the county, and most of his property is the result of his own-industry.  Dur- 
ing the constitutional convention of 1867 he was made reading clerk, and while holding 
that position a vacancy oceurred in the sheriff's office of Oktibbeha county, and in January 
of the following year he was appointed to that office, serving ten years in succession, being 
elected once after the democrats came into power. He afterward served one year as deputy 
revenue collector of this district, and was a delegate to the national republican convention in 
Chicago in 188+, that nominated James G. Blaine. Captain Powers has shown his appre- 
ciation of secret organizations by becoming a member of the Masonic fraternity, Albert 
lodge No. 89, the I. O. O. F., Ridgely lodge No. 25, the Knights of Honor, Starkville lodge 
No. 783, and of the Knights of Pythias. In 1877 Captain Powers established the Stark- 
ville bank, which he controled until 1887, when it was made a national bank, of which he has 
since been president, L. D. McDowell, vice president, and E. L. Terry, cashier. The capital 
stock is $60,000; it has declared an annual dividend of ten per cent. and now has a surplus of 
$6,500. 

A gratifying example of what can be accomplished by determination and energy is 
demonstrated in the career of Iu. C. Prather, merchant. Baldwyn, Miss., who started out to fight 
life’s battles with limited means, and who is to-day one of the leading business men and sub- 
stantial citizens of the county. He is a native of the Palmetto state, and was the eldest of 
eight children, five of whom are living, born to the union of John T. and Harriet (Ramage) 
Prather. The paternal grandfather followed planting and smithing fora livelihood, and died 
while in his prime. John T. Prather was born in Maryland in 1815, but was reared in 
Laurens district, 5. C., where he resided until 1846, when he and family moved to Mississippi, 
settling near Satillo, then in Itawamba (now Lee) county, where they resided until 1502. 
They then moved to Tippah county, located in the southeast corner, and there purchased land, 
which they cultivated ‘until I1SS4. At that date they moved to Saltillo, Miss., where the 
father carried on merchandising until 1890, since which time he has retired from active pur- 
suits. He is a stanch democrat, and while a resident of Tippah county held the office of 
justice of the peace for some time. He has been a cripple all his life, is a man of good judg- 

ment, and is well posted on all the leading topics of the day. He is a member of the Chris- 
tian church, and his wife, who was born in 1825, and is also living, holds membership in 
the same. The four children, besides our subject, now living, are named as follows: Mrs. 
Nannie T. Hardin, resides in Tippah county, Miss.; Mrs. Ophelia Wesson, of Saltillo, Miss. ; 
Mrs. Caroline Chisholm, of Blue Springs, Miss., and Mrs. Harriet McElroy, residing at 
Graham, Union county, Miss. LL. C. Prather’s early life was spent in Tippah county, and 
there he received a good practical education in the common schools. In 1867 he commenced 
business for himself at Baldwyn with the firm of J. D. Bills & Co., which was subsequently 
changed to Bills & Prather. In 1878 Mr. Prather bought out his partner, and has since been 
engaged in the business alone. His annual sales amount to $35,000, and he handles about 
six hundred bales of cotton every year. Aside from this he is also interested in farming to 
a considerable extent in this vicinity, and has made a success of this as he has with all other 
enterprises undertaken. Hosts of patrons and friends throughout this and adjoining counties 
will bear voluntary testimony to his honesty and uprightness, both in business and social 
affairs. His marriage to Miss America Allen, daughter of David Allen, a prominent citizen 
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of the county, resulted in the birth of five sons: Walter, Brooks, Forest, LeRoy and Claude. 
In politics he is identified with the democratic party. He is an A. F, & A. M., and is a mem- 
ber of the Christian church, having been clerk in the same ever since its organization, 

Francis B. Pratt, lawyer, Canton, Miss. Originally from Worcester, Mass., Mr. Pratt’s 
birth occurred on April 19, 1S41, and he was the eldest of eight children born to Ezra K. 
and Abigail D. (Brigham) Pratt, natives, also, of that state. The father was an agriculturist 
and spent his life in his native state. He was a son of Otis and Lidia (Mason) Pratt, natives 
of Connecticut, his father also being engaged in farming. The Pratts are of English, and 
the Brighams of Irish ancestry. Francis B. Pratt was reared and received a common-school 
education in Massachusetts. Until seventeen years of age he worked in the cottonmill, and 
then went to California, where he worked in the mines and cooked for a hotel. He subse- 
quently ran a blacksmith shop and a hotel. After remaining in California for six years he 
succeeded in accumulating a few thousand dollars, after which he returned to Massachusetts. 
He resided in that state for a few years, and then, in 1866, came to Madison county, Miss., 
where he followed planting for five years. Then, not finding it as profitable as he wished, he 
abandoned it, read law, was admitted to the bar in 1870, and has practiced his profession 
continuously ever since. He is very successful, and is noted for his pertinacity, industry and 
strict fidelity to the interests of his clients. He was justice of the peace for some time, pres- 
ident of the board of supervisors from 1870 to 1875, was district attorney for some time, and 
from 1876 to 1880 he was state senator. He held the position of postmaster of Canton 
under President Garfield for four years, and is the present postmaster at Canton. He owns 
the building he occupies as his office and the postoffice. Though a republican in his political 
views, Mr. Pratt has won the friendship and respect of the people of Madison county, and no 
man is more interested in its welfare than is he. The offices given him have been filled with 
credit to himself and to the entire satisfaction of his constituents. 

James Rhea Preston, of Jackson, Miss., the present superintendent of public instruc- 
tion for that state, was born in Washington county, Va., January 22, 1853, being ason of 
Col. James T. and Fannie (Rhea) Preston. About the seventeenth century the Prestons 
removed from England, the country of their birth, to Ireland, from which they came to 
America. The paternal grandfather, who bore the name of John, was a resident of Walnut 
Grove, Va. Col. James T. Preston served in the Confederate army in the army of Virginia. 
His wife was of Scotch ancestry, and was born io Blountville, Tenn. They were the parents 
of six children: John, James R., Walter E., Robert F., Fannie R. and Francis M., all of 
whom are livin, with the exception of Fannie and Walter. The father was a lawyer by 
‘profession, but was also engaged in tilling the soil. John, his son, is at present superintendent 
of the State Lunatic asylum at Terrell, Tex. The early life of James Rhea Preston was 
spent at home, where he received his preliminary education under private teachers. At 
the age of sixteen he entered Georgetown university, and after remaining in that institu- 
tion for two years he entered Emory and Henry college, Virginia, to finish his course of 
studies, and from that institution was graduated in 1873, and in 1875 received the degree 
of A. M. Soon after leaving college he became a teacher and followed this occupation 
one year each in Tennessee and Indiana. In 1875 he removed to Mississippi and located 
at Okolona, where he taught school for three years, and during his leisure moments 
studied law, being admitted to the bar at the above-mentioned place. In 1578 he removed 
to Center Poimt, Noxubee county, Miss., at which place he conducted the high school for 
three years, and resigning, was elected superintendent of public schools at Water Valley. 
He held this position for four years and a half, at the end of which period he received 
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the nomination at the democratic state convention and was elected state superintendent 
of public schools November, 1885, At Water Valley he established a fine system of schools, 
which attracted the attention of the public and led to his promotion. He was reélected 
state superintendent in 1889, and by the provisions of the new constitution his term is 
extended two years. Mr. Preston has made education his study, and has introduced sev- 
eral very important reforms into the school system of Mississippi, among which may be 
mentioned the following, which were adopted and passed by the legislature at his sugges- 
tion: one providing for uniform examinations to test the scholarship of applicants so that 
they could be paid according to their qualifications, the county superintendent being 
required to fix the salary of each teacher, with due regard not only to his scholarship 
but his experience, ability and the scholastic population of his district. Another reform 
was providing a system of districts to limit the number of schools and to make each large 
enough to justify the employment of a competent teacher. A third provision was one 
requiring the superintendent to inspect the work of teachers, also to arrange and manage 
the institutes for the advancement of teachers in the best methods of instruction and dis- 
cipline. Another important reform was one requiring continuous sessions so that the 
school fund might not be frittered away, and also that all schools of aterm should be in 
session at the same time, that the work of supervision might be systematic and effective. 
A salary system based upon the average attendance had been in vogue, which was a fruit- 
ful source of unjust discriminations and of many frauds. This was abolished, and the 
salaries of the teachers of the different grades were fixed between a maximum and minimum 
limit. Mr. Preston is a very popular official, and is doing a great work toward the advance- 
ment of education in Mississippi. He is a man of good stature, well-proportioned, and in 
personal appearance attractive. He has dark hair and beard, and dark, expressive eyes. 
In politics Mr. Preston has always been a stanch democrat, and in 1876 assisted in redeem- 
ing the state from radical misrule. Under his administration the public schoois of the state 
have rapidly improved. Graded-school systems have been established in more than twenty- 
five towns, and the impulse for advancement has penetrated every country district. 

Armead Price was born in Mississippi in September, 1840, the second in a family of 
eight children born to Washington and Frances (Harris) Price, a history of whom is given 
elsewhere in this work. Armead Price was educated principally in Oxford, Miss., but after 


the death of his father, and when only a small boy, he went to North Carolina and made his 


home with an uncle, after which he attended Chapel Hill college in that state and an eduea- 
tional institution of Lebanon, Tenn. After attaining manhood he returned to Oxford, and 
took up the study of law in the University of Oxford, and would have graduated in 1861, had 
not the war come up. He dropped his books when the first alarm sounded, enlisted in the 
Confederate service and was sent to Pensacola, Fla., where he remained twelve months. At 
the end of this time he returned to Oxford, but soon after joined the Eleventh Mississippi 
infantry, and was sent directly to the front, being in the seven days’ fight in front of Rich- 
mond, being also in the engagements of Gettysburg and Sharpsburg. In the last engage- 
ment he was wounded, being shot through the leg below the knee, and after remaining in the 
hospital a few days he was removed to a private residence, where he was cared for until he 
was able to return to his home in Oxford. Upon recovering he returned to his command in 


Virginia, with which he remained until the surrender of General Lee, when he was taken to 


Fort Delaware, where he was kept for some time, not reaching his home until October, 1865, 


The University of Oxford being about broken up, he did not again resume his legal studies, 
but engaged in farming, and in November, 1865 was married to Miss Sallie G. Slate, a 
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daughter of Peterson James and Henrietta (Delbridge) Slate. She and her parents were born 
in Virginia, Mr. and Mrs. Slate being also married there. When Mrs. Price, who was their 
eldest child, was one year old, they removed to Lafayette county, Miss., in IS44, and here 
afterward became the parents of eight more children. The Slates were of English descent, 
the paternal grandfather of Mrs. Price having come to America from England. During the 
Revolutionary war, he acted as courier for General Washington, and was among the very 
earliest settlers of Virginia. They are a long-lived race and the grandfather Slate lived to 
be ninety years of age. The marriage of Mr. Price resulted in the birth of seven children: 
Manfred (deceased), Nellie, Manfred, Walter (deceased), Prentiss, Fannie and Blanche. Mr. 
Price, by hard work and good management, became the owner of thirteen hundred acres of 
land, six hundred of which are under cultivation, and was perfectly contented to pursue the 
even tenor of his way without aspiring to any oflice. He was very domestic in his tastes and 
much preferred a quite life with his family to the honors of public life. He was retined in 
his tastes and was regarded by all as a high-minded gentleman. He was an earnest member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, and was very generous in the use of his means, coutribut- 
ing liberally to schools, churches, ete. His death, which occurred January 20, 1SSO, was 
deeply regretted by his numerous friends, and Lafayette county lost one of her most worthy 
citizens and successful planters. Mrs. Price and five children survive him, and since the 
death of her husband she has been quite successful in the management of her business affairs, 
and has given her children good educational advantages. Prentiss took a commercial course 
in Ledden Commercial college of Memphis, Tenn., and has been employed by the Merchants’ 
Bank of Grenada, Miss., for about one year. His health then began to fail him and he quit 
the bank and is now in the Indian territory, in: charge of a trader’s post. Manfred took a 
course in the Jackson (Miss.) Commercial college, one daughter is attending school at Oxford, 
and another is in the Grenada Collegiate institute. Mrs. Price and family are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and move in the highest social circies. They have one oi 
the loveliest homes in Lafayette county, and their residence is surrounded by grand old oak 
trees and beautiful and ornamental evergreens. ; 

Among the most progressive and prosperous residents of Oxford, Lafayette county, Miss., 
is Mr. Bem Price, cashier of the Bank of Oxford. He was born in this county, March 8, 1850, 
and is the fifth of a family of nine children. The parents, Washington and Frances Bushord 
(Harris) Price, were natives of the state of North Carolina. The paternal grandfather, 
Thomas Price, settled in Wake county, N. C., about one hundred years ago, where he mar- 
ried Rebecca Robertson. To this union there were born three sons and two daughters, and 
the lands upon which he settled have been occupied continuously by his descendants up to 
the present time. Washington Price, the eldest, born October 17, 1803, removed from North 
Carolina to west Tennessee, near Jackson, where he married Frances B. Harris, in February, 
1837, and soon thereafter removed to the southeast portion of Lafayette county, Miss., where 
he became an extensive and successful planter. In addition to his agricultural pursuits he 
carried on other important interests. He erected a number of the business buildings in 
Oxford and with Maj. Paul B. Barringer, built the University hotel, which became the most 
popular in the place, and continued until burned by the Federal troops, in 1562, with all 
the rest of the business property of the town. He was also prominent in securing the sub- 
scription to the Mississippi Central railroad. He was a man of strong and yigorous mind, 
active, enterprising and energetic. Having been educated at Chapel Hill, N. C., his tastes 
and fondness for books were afterward evinced in the collection of a library, regarded at one 
time the finest in the county. In politics he was a whig of the strongest persuasion. While 
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actively engaged in the duties and responsibilities of citizenship that promised more than 
ordinary success, he was cut off in his prime, in the year 1855; his wife died in 1556. They 
were both honored members of the Old School Presbyterian church. There were born to this 
union nine children: Huldrick, Armead, Grosswald, Iithboll, Relbue, Bem, Anna, Manford 
and an infant daughter who died unnamed. Grosswald and Manford also died in early 
childhood. Bem Price was thus left an orphan at the early age of five years. After the 
death of his parents, he, with the remaining four brothers and one sister, was taken to Wake 
county, N. C., where he lived with au uncle for nearly ten years, receiving his education from 
a privatetutor. In 1865, with three brothers and a sister (one brother having died while at 
Hillsboro, N. C., attending school), he returned to Lafayette county and went to live in the old 
home. He was oceupied on the farm until he reached his majority, attending two sessions 
of school in the meantime. In 1871 he embarked in the mercantile trade in partnership with 
Paul B. Barringer and Thomas L. Harris, under the firm name of Harris, Price & Barrin- 
ger, in Oxford, Miss., which business continued until the latter part of 1875, when it was 
dissolved by consent of all partners. Then with Charles Roberts he organized the Southern 
bank, at Oxford, with a paid-up capital of $50,000, he being elected cashier. The Southern 
bank was in successful operation for two years, when its affairs were wound up by mutual con- 
sent, and the building erected by them for their use was sold to and is now occupied by the 
Bank of Oxford. Mr. Price was then engaged in operating with his private funds until 1880. 
In June of that year he was elected cashier of the Bank of Oxford and treasurer of the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi, and in 1886, secretary of the board of trustees of the university, which 
positions he still holds. He now owns one thousand acres of his father’s old plantation and 
other valuable real estate in the county and town. He was one of the promoters and organ- 
izers of a number of banking institutions in the state, all of which are in successful operation, 
and is now a large stockholder and director in them. It will quickly be recognized that he 
is a man of much more than ordinary business talent, and that he has made the most of his 
opportunities, preserving in all of his dealings a character of highest honor. Mr. Price was 
united in marriage in November, 1876, to Mary Delle Bowles, a native of this state and county, 
and a daughter of James R. Bowles. Mr. Bowles was born in Virginia, his father being a 
pioneer from that state to this. Mr. and Mrs. Price aremembers of the Old School Presbyterian 
church. 

Angus M. Price, a prominent planter and miller, residing and doing business two miles 
southwest of Shubuta, in Wayne county, Miss., was born near Frost Bridge, in that county, 
in 1854. He is the youngest of ten children born to and reared by Allen and Effie (MeDon- 
ald) Price. His father, who was a son of David Price, was born in South Carolina in 1815, 
and became a planter and removed to Wayne county in 1836, locating at Frost Bridge, where 
he has come to be a large landholder and a prominent citizen. My. Price’s mother was a 
native of South Carolina and became the wife of Mr. Price in 1835. Soon after, they immi- 
grated to Mississippi, where they were among the pioneers. Of their union were born the 
following children: William, who served during the late war and died soon after in Clarke 
county; Malcolm, also a soldier in the Confederate service, who died during the war; Quillie, 
who died in infancy; George, who died in the Confederate service at Columbus, Miss.; 
Catherine V., now Mrs. Dr. Evans, of Clarke county; John, who is a planter of Wayne 
county; Maggie, now Mrs. Howard and residing in Wayne county; Joseph, of Clarke county, 
who is the inventor and patentee on a mill-dress; Anna, who married Mr. William Price, and 
who died soon after, and Angus M., the subject of our sketch. His parents were members of 
the Methodist Episcopal chureh and his father was identified with the Masonic order. He 
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has been one of the most successful planters in this part of the country. He is a democrat 
in politics and in the highest degree public-spirited, and is interested in every movement per- 
taining to the good of the community and state. His mother died in Clarke county in 1570. 
Angus M. Price was reared and educated in Clarke county. He began life for himself in 
1875 as a farmer, in which he was engaged exclusively until ISS9. In that year he embarked 
in the mill business and is the owner of a sawmill, cottongin and gristmill, located on Eucutta 
creek, which affords good water power. This establishment has a capacity to turn out five 
thousand feet of lumber a day, twelve bales of cotton per day, and one hundred and fifty 
bushels of meal a day. He also has a plantation of one hundred and eighty acres of land, 
his home farm consisting of about fifty acres. He was married in 1876 to Miss Lizzie Seales, 
the daughter of Benjamin Seales, of Lowndes county, who was born in 1861 and who died 
August 8, 1891, having borne him six children: Allen, Benjamin, Minnie, Mary, Henry and 
Alma, all of whom are living. Mrs. Price was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
of which Mr. Price is also a member. Mr. Price, who has through life been a democrat, 
takes a deep interest in all national questions of importance. He has always been a liberal 
contributor toward the establishment of schools and churches, and has been prompt aud gen- 
erous in his aid to all worthy objects. He is entitled to a certain amount of pride in the fact 
that he has been architect of his own fortune. 

Dr. Daniel T. Price, one of the successful physicians of the county, is also engaged in 
farming and fruit-growing and is prominently identified with the growth and prosperity of 
Prentiss county. He is a native Mississippian, born in Tishomingo (now Prentiss) county, 
within three miles of Booneville, on the 23d of November, 1839, and is the son of Richard 
and Sarah (Eppes) Price, natives of Knox county, Tenn., where they were reared and mar- 
ried. The parents came to Mississippi in 1838, settled three miles northwest of what is now 
Booneville at a time when the country was very sparsely settled, and the father purchased 
wild Jand, paying $5 per acre for it. Other families came there the same year, among them 


-~ 


being Thomas Eppes, brother of Mrs. Price, who had also been a resident of Knox county, 
Tenn. Mr. Price continued to reside on his farm for about five years and then sold out, mov- 
ing to a place south of Booneville, where he purchased land, now near the limits of Boone- 
ville, and there resided until his death in 1889, at the age of eighty-five years. He was a 
quiet, unobtrusive man and was universally respected. He was an old line whig in politics, 
later a democrat, and his first democratic vote was for James Buchanan. He was a man well 
posted on all the current topics of the day, a constant reader and at the time of his death 
could see to read, by aid of glasses, as well as in middle life. He was a member of the 
Methodist church. He was colonel of the militia of east Tennessee, and during the war 


‘enlisted for sixty days to assist General Alcorn in his campaign at Bowling Green, Ky., as a 


high private. He had two or three brothers in the early Indian wars. One brother, Daniel 
Price, was killed in Florida. He was captain of a company and had his head eut off and 
stuck up on a stake by the Indians. Mr. Price was the youngest of twelve children born to 
Kdward and Sarah (Webb) Price, both natives of the Palmetto state. Edward Price and 
wife moved from South Carolina to Tennessee with an oxcart at an early day, settled in Knox 
county and there the father engaged in planting. He died in Knox county many years ago, 
but the mother lived to be eighty-four years old and died when the subject of this sketch 
was a boy. Richard Price’s wife died in 1854, at the age of forty years. She was a mem- 
ber of the Methodist church. Their family consisted of twelve children, two sons and one 
daughter dying in childhood. The others were: Mrs. Judith Bracking, on the old home 
place; Mrs. Martha Patterson, near Aberdeen; Daniel 'T., subject; Mrs. Amanda Gresham, 
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wife of W. G. C. Gresham; William E., farmer of Prentiss county; John T., undertaker 
and dealer in furniture, of Booneville; Oscar, a successful merchant of Tyler, Tex.; James 
ent county treasurer. Dr. D. T. Price supplemented a common-school education by attend- 
ing the academy at Rienzi. He commenced the study of medicine at the latter place in the 
fall of 1860 under Dr. J. M. Taylor, a leading physician of the place and now one of the 
most prominent in the state, and attended Jectures at Richmond, Va., in 1864 and 1865. 
With the exception of the time he took lectures he served as hospital steward of the Twenty- 
sixth Mississippi regiment during the war. He attended lectures at Richmond, Va., by 
special permission from the secretary of war. He graduated from Jefferson Medical college 
in 1866 and came to Booneville, where he commenced practicing his profession. There he 
has continued since and is one of the leading physicians of the county. He is the present 
health officer of the county and stands in the frout ranks of the medical fraternity. He was 
married to Miss Victoria McCrory, a native of Marshall county, Tenn., and the daughter of 
Robert and Nancy (Williams) McCrory, who came with their family to Mississippi in LS4S. 
To Dr. Price and wife were born five children, four now living: Claude B., John W., R. C. 
and Robert G. The one deceased died unnamed. Claude B. is acting midshipman on the 
United States ship Baltimore, with headquarters at Washington, D. C. He was a graduate 
of the United States naval academy, at Annapolis, from the engineering division of the class 
of 1890, standing second in his class. During the four years he was in that institution he 
stood twenty-third in his class the first year, nineteenth the second year, twelfth the third 
year and second the last year in the engineering division of the class. The graduating 
class, according to a recent act of congress, is divided into the line and engineering divisions 


J., at Hillsboro, Tex., engaged in merchandising, and Mrs. Sarah I. Burns, wife of the pres- 


in order that each cadet in the last year’s course may receive special instruction to better 
qualify him for his particular work or line of service. Mr..Price chose the engineering 
division and graduated im that division as above. Ele is now 1 his twenty-third year. John 
W. completed the course forthe junior year at the Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical 
college, and is now studying medicine with his father. He is past the junior year at the 
Agricultural and Mechanical college of Mississippi and will later attend the University of Vir- 
-ginia. The other children are at home. Dr. Price and family enjoy a very pleasant home 
adjoining Booneville, where he is engaged in fruit-growing in connection with his practice. 
He is a member of the state horticultural society, in which he takes a deep interest. Politi- 
cally he is a democrat. 

In the commercial circles of Yalobusha county, Miss., no name stands higher than that 
of George W. Price, proprietor of the Blue Front store of Water Valley, Miss. He was born 
in Pontotoe county, Miss., July 9, 1842, and is a son of John and Naney (Ragland) Price, 
natives of Georgia. His father was born February 4, 1808, and his mother in March, ISLO, 
-they were married in Jasper county, Ga., February 9, 1831, and removed to Mississippi, set- 
tling in Pontotoc county. To them were born six children—two sons and four daughters. 
The father died April 2, 1872, honored and respected by all who knew him. His father, 
John Price, Sr., a descendant of the Prices of Virginia, was a very successful planter, and 
for many years a magistrate. After the death of his first wife, in 1S45, he was married to 
Miss Tabitha Thomas, of Georgia, who died in 1876. The father and mother of Mr. Price 
were members of the Primitive Baptist church, of which Mr. Price’s father was also a mem- 
ber. The eldest and first child of Mr. Price’s father’s family, born December 11, 1831, 
was named Julia Ann. She married Robert C. Hellum, and died Oetober 19, 1805, leaving 


three childzen: John W., William Lewis and Mary Ellen Hellum, and her husband, who mar- 
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ried again, died in 1863 while in service in the late war. The second, a daughter also, named 
Martha Jane, married Wilson or “‘ Dock’? Hellum, a brother of Robert C. Hellum. She was 
born September 22, 1833, and died May 4, 1560, leaving five children: Nancy, George W., 
Julia Ann, John T. and Robert Wilson Hellum; her husband, who was a member of company 
K, of the Seventeenth Mississippi regiment, died in the army at Richmond, Va., in 1S64. 
The third daughter, Susan Caroline, was born August 6, 1835, and married Samuel T. Crimm, 
who was also a member of company K, of the Seventeenth Mississippi regiment, and died . 
during the war (1862) at Richmond, Va.; she had three children by Mr. Crimm: Mary Ann, 
Rachel and Samuel T. She afterward married John T°. Stewart. by whom she had five chil- 
dren. The family settled near Sherman, Grayson county, Tex.,in 1S78. The fourth daugh- 
ter, Mary Morgan, was born September 2S, 1537, and married Henry Lynch in 1858, and he 
died near Atlanta, Ga., in IS64, a member of company E, of the First Mississippi cavalry. 
She had by him two children: Madora Tobitha and Mary VY. Lynch. By her second hus- 
band, Hardy McGlaune, she had three children named Francis, Helen and George Washing- 
ton McGlaune. She and her husband removed to near Temple, Bell county, Tex., in 1S7S, 
where she died May 21, 1883. Dr. John Ragland Price, the fifth child and eldest son, was 
born September 16, 1859, and was educated at Sparta academy in Calhoun county, Miss. He 
was third lieutenant of company EH, of the First Mississippi cavalry, and was wounded in the 
knee at Abbeville, Miss., and is a cripple for life. He married Miss Maggie Duncan, a 
daughter of Dr. M. I. Duncan, of Sarepta. He is a high Mason, and was county treasurer of 

Calhoun county, Miss., in 1569 and 1870. After the war he sold goods at Pittsboro and at — 
Banner. Later he took up the practice of medicine, and has devoted himself to it during the 
past eighteen years, and is regarded as one of the leading practitioners of the county. He 
has had nine children, two of whom are dead. The eldest two, William Dunean and John 
Washington, are twins, and were born November 30, 1864; the second is a daughter, named 
Minnie; the others are named James, Eddie, Dale, Lou, Ciaude and Kuby. Dr. Price is the 
purchasing agent for the Alliance at Banner, Miss. One of his two sons, John Washington 
Price, is a candidate for county treasurer of Calhoun county. George Washington, the 
youngest of the family, was born July 9, 1842. To return to the gentleman whose history 
follows: He passed his early youth in the county of his birth, and received his education in 
the common schools, and in the academy at Sarepta, Calhoun county, Miss. In 1861, when 
there was a call for men to go to the defense of their country, he abandoned his private inter- 
ests, and enlisted in company K, of the Seventeenth Mississippi volunteer infantry, of Barks 
dale’s brigade, for one year; he was soon made third sergeant; at the battle of Bull Run 
he acted as orderly sergeant, and at the battle of Yorktown he was made third leutenant. 
He was soon promoted to be second lieutenant, and was finally made captain, but never 
received his commission on account of losing his right leg below the knee at Fredericksburg. 
He was wounded at the same time in the left foot, and was slightly wounded also at the bat- 
tle of Bull Run. He was afterward in many important engagements, and was again slightly 
wounded in the right thigh at the battle of Antietam, and in the battle of Fredericksburg. Of 
the twenty-eight men who were at the pontoon crossing below the market house, twenty- 
three were killed or wounded, he being one of the twenty-three, and receiving such serious 
wounds in the right leg and left foot that amputation was necessary, and, although the eap- 
taincy had been conferred upon him, he was unfit for the duties of the oflice. He had an arti- 
ficial limb made, and was able to take part later in several cavalry scouts, serving until the 
close of the war. The art of making artificiallimbs has been brought to such perfection that 
Mr. Price has been enabled to supply the missing limb with such success that he suffers little 
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inconvenience. While he was in a crippled condition at Harrisburg, he captured two prison- 
ers and two horses by himself. 

After the close of the war he returned to Pontotoe county, but shortly went to Mem- 
phis, Tenn., where he engaged in the livestock business. After a time he came back to Pon- 
totoc county and embarked in the mereantile trade, and in 1866 formed a partnership with H. 
J. Ragland, his uncle, at Banner, Calhoun county, Miss. This relationship was ended by the 
death of Mr. Ragland in 1S70. Mr. Price continued the business alone till 1873, at which 
time he came to Water Valley and formed a partnership with H. W. Rogers and A. Collam, 
the firm being known as Collum, Price & Rogers. Mr. Price retired and entered into busi- 
ness relations with Capt. W. A. Herring. Four years later the firm of G. W. Price & Co. was 
established, and did a large and successful business until the yellow-fever epidemic in IS7S 
swept over the South. After this a partnership was formed by Mr. Price with H. E. Wag- 
ner, who died. Four years later Capt. Z. D. Jinnings became a member of the firm, and Mr. 
Price finally sold his interest in the business to Z. D. Jinnings & Son. He then retired to 
his farm and followed agriculture for a time and merchandising at Belen, Quitman county, 
Miss. for two years. He then rented his land and returned to Water Valley, and in Febru- 
ary, 1890, established his present business. He carries a fine, fresh stock of general mer- 
chandise, and does a thriving business. Mr. Price was united in marriage to Frances Oregon 
Freeman, a daughter of Simeon Freeman, who was born in Jasper county, Ga., in 1SOS, and 
came to Mississippi in the early history of the state, and there reared a family of thirteen 
children. Mrs. Price grew up in Pontotoc county, and received her education at the academy 
of Sarepta, Calhoun county, Miss. She became the mother of five children: Guy Hartwell 
(aged sixteen years), Mary Ida (aged nine years), Frances C. (aged four years), Edgar FE. 
(second child, who died at the age of fourteen years), and Elnora C. (first child, who died 
when but five months old). Mrs. Frances O. Price is a member of the Knights and Ladies 
of Honor. Mr. Price is a member of the A. O. U. W., of the Knights of Honor, and of the 
Knights and Ladies of Honor. In his political opinions he adheres to the principles of the 
democratic party. He is now the nominee for county treasurer. Mrs. Price is an earnest 
member of the Presbyterian church. The family is one of the leading ones of the county, 
and its members have the respect and esteem of the entire community. 

Dr. J. J. Price is one of the prominent druggists of Clarksdale, and by his social and 
pleasing manners has built up a good trade and won a host of warm friends. He is the 
third of five children born to Jobn J. and Sarah R. (Hunter) Price, his birth occurring in 
Alabama in IS44. The parents were natives of South Carolina, in which state their nuptials 
were celebrated, and in 1837 or 1558S they removed to Alabama, where the father was encaved 
in tilling the soil until his death in 1850. He was an officer of the county militia. The 
mother’s death occurred in 1588. Both were members in good standing in the Methodist 
Episcopal church. J. J. Price attained his growth and received a good practical education 
in Alabama. In 1561 he came to Mississippi, settled at Enterprise, Clarke county, and early 
in 1N62 entered the Confederate Military hospital at Enterprise as assistant druggist. There 
he remained until December, 1862, when he enlisted in Company B, Thirty-seventh Missis 
sipp1_ regiment infantry, and was in many of the most prominent engagements, from the 
battle of Resaea to Atlanta. Tor a time he was in the medical department, then in the 
ranks, and was with General Hood in his campaign in Tennessee, taking part in all those bat- 
tles—Franklin, Spring Hill, etc. He was at Greensboro, N. C., at the time of the surren- 
der. After this he went to Enterprise, followed farming until the fall, and then engaged in 
elerking, which he continued until 1872. He went from there to Augusta, Ark., and three 
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years later embarked in business for himself as a merchant under the firm name of Price & 
Wise. In 1875 he sold out and came to Clarksdale to take charge of the mercantile business 
of John Clark. Remaining with Mr. Clark until December, 1579, he then started his pres- 
ent drug business at Clarksdale. He crected a neat cottage residence a few years ago, and 
in 1889 erected his fine business building and another brick store on Front street; he also 
owns a tract of timber land. Mr. Price was married in Hinds county, Miss., in 1870, to Miss 
Bettie McRae, a native of that county, and the daughter of Wilham McRae. Her mother’s 
maiden name was Wells, and she was a descendant of an old and very prominent family. 
Mrs. Price is also related to Governor McRae. Yo Mr. and Mrs. Price have been born five 
children, two daughters living and three sons deceased. Those lying are Maud and 
Blanche. Mr. Price was one of the organizers of the Clarksdale Bank and Trust company, 
and has been a member of the city council since the incorporation of Clarksdale, with the 
exception of one year. He is one of the promoters of all public enterprises in Clarksdale, 
Coahoma county. He is a member of the Knights of Honor and the Knights of Pythias 
orders. In addition to the complete stock of drugs that he carries, Mr. Price has toilet 
articles, paints, oils, glass, school books, and stationery. 

Melville C. Priddy, planter, owes his nativity to the state of Tennessee, his birth hav- 
ing occurred in Shelby county, October 10, 1838. He was the third of eight children born 
to his parents, John H. and Mariah A. (Priddy) Priddy, native Virginians. The father 
removed from his native state to Tennessee about J1S30, and was a contractor and builder and 
avery fine architect of Shelby county for many years. In 1870 he removed to Memphis, 
where he is now residing at the age of seventy-seven years. He was left a widower in 1870, 
and four years later he married a Mrs. Smith of Memphis. The Priddys are of Scotch-Irish 
ancestry and were among the oldest and most prominent families of Virginia. The paternal 
grandfather, William Priddy, and the grandmother, whose maiden name was Crenshaw, were 
also natives of the Old Dominion. Melville C. Priddy was brought up in Memphis, but was 
educated in Macon, Tenn. At the age of thirteen years he became a salesman in a country 
store, where he remained three years, after which he went to Memphis and kept books for 
John C. Lonsdale for three years, subsequently becoming clerk on a steamboat plying on the 
Mississippi. He retained this position until the breaking out of the war when he, from New 
Orleans, enlisted in company H, Miles’ Louisiana legion, and was at once made orderly 
sergeant. Soon after this he was promoted to sergeant major of his command and in the 
siege of Port Hudson received a slight wound. Being cut off from his command after the 
surrender of this place he joined Morton’s Tennessee battery of Forrest’s artillery and served 
until the war closed, participating in all the engagements of his company. He surren- 
dered at Gainesville, Ala., in May, 1865, and returned to Memphis, where he remained two 
years, after which he came to Coahoma county and began merchandising. Seven years later 

he went to Friar’s Point and for four years held the office of chancery and cireuit court clerk 
‘of the county, after which he entered the employ of the Mobile & Northwestern railroad 
company as bookkeeper and cashier, in which position he remained three years. He then 
filled a responsible and remunerative position in Helena, Ark., for six years, and in LSS7 
came to his present plantation, which contains two thousand three hundred and eighty-two 
acres, of which six hundred and fifty are under cultivation. All this property he has made 
through his own exertions, and although his early labors were severe he surmounted the 
many difficulties that strewed his pathway and in the various employments in which he has 
been engaged he bas acquitted himself creditably. He is genial, hospitable, and pos- 


sesses a kind heart, and his intercourse with those around him has been very harmo- 
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nious and cordial. He was married in 1870 to Miss Emma Stothart, a native of Tennessee, 
but her death occurred three years later. In 1876 Mr. Priddy took for his second wife 
Miss Blanche Miles, of Mississippi, a daughter of William P. and Musidora (Alcorn) Miles, 
the mother being a sister of ex-Governor Alcorn. To Mr. and Mrs. Priddy one child 
has been born, Miles, who is attending school at Clarksdale, Miss. Mr. Priddy is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episeopal church, is a Mason and a member of the American 
Legion of Honor. His wife is a member of the Presbyterian church. 

Capt. John T. Priestly, planter, Canton, Miss. Captain Priestly’s father, James Priestly, 
was born in Tennessee, and came to Mississippi in 1832, locating among the first settlers of 
Canton, the county seat of Madison county. He was quite a prominent physician, and min- 
istered to the physical wants of his fellow-men in that county until his death, in 155, of 
<vyellow fever. He married Miss Susan Nelson, also a native of Tennessee, and her death 
occurred in 1590. His parents, John T. and Hannah Priestly, were natives of Tennessee, 
and the maternal grandfather, Bevily Nelson, was also born in that state. Of the seven 
children born to James and Susan Priestly, Capt. John T. was the third in order of birth. 
He was born in Madison county, Miss., April 8, 1840, and was educated in the Canton high 
school until 1507, when he took a commercial course in Gundrey’s Commercial college, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, graduating the same year. He has figured quite prominently im the polities of 
the county, was sheriff from 1875 to 1881, and was an efficient officer. He is considered 
one of the leading citizens of Madison county. During the early portion of his life he fol- 
lowed merchandising, but failing health compelled him to retire to the farm, where he has 
resided since 1872. He is a planter, and, jointly with his wife, owns nineteen hundred acres 
of land, with nine hundred and fifty under cultivation. He also has some buildings in Can- 
ton valued at $3,000. Mr. Priestly was married, in 1868, to Miss Stella Shackleford, a native 
of Mississippi, and the daughter of Judge Thomas and Sarah T. (Moon) Shackleford, natives, 
respectively, of Mississippi and Tennessee. This union resulted in the birth of three chil- 
dren: Thomas 8., Pauline and Sadie. During the Civil war, or in 1561, Mr. Priestly enlisted 
in company I, Tenth Mississippi regiment infantry, a volunteer company known as the Madi- 
son rifles, and served in the same until 1862, when the company was disbanded, the time of 
eulistment having expired. He then went to Virginia with Gen. 8. D. French, and was with him 
until after the fall of Vicksburg. After this he joined a company known as Harvey’s scouts, 
with which he remained until the war closed. He was in all of General Sherman’s raids, and 
being with a scouting party was in many dangerous places. He was shot through the left 
lung while in the mountains of Georgia, and was disabled for duty for a short time. He 
was in active service at the time of the surrender. Mr. Priestly and family are members of 
the Hpiscopal church, and he has shown his appreciation of secret organizations by beeom- 
ing a member of the Masonic fraternity, Knights of Honor and Knights of Pythias. He 
has ever been identified with the best interests of the county, and is held in high regard 
by his friends and neighbors. 

Francis M. Prince, the present sheriff of Kemper county, has for many years been promi- 
nently connected with the history of this section of country, and is deserving of a place 
in the record of Mississippi’s loyal citizens. He was born at Jones’ Bluff, Sumter county, 
Ala., September 25, 1835, and is a son of Richard and Susan R. (Jackson) Prinee. The 
father was born in Virginia in [SO4, and was a son of John Prince; he removed with his 
father from Virginia to South Carolina at an early day, and there received his education in 
the common schools. In his youth he determined to follow husbandry, and removed to 
Alabama, locating in Sumter county, where he became a prosperous planter, He was mar- 
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ried in Barbour county, Ala., but resided in Sumter county until his death, which occurred 
in 1845. He was a member of the Baptist church, and a stanch adherent to the principles 
of the democratic party. He was a soldier in some of the Indian wars, and was once justice 
of the peace. The mother of our subject was born in Alabama in IS12, and was a daughter 
of Randie Jackson; her family were from Georgia, but removed to Barbour county, Ala., at 
an early day. Richard Prince and wife were the parents of children named: Martha, 
Sophronia, Francis M., John R., William, Enos, Mary and Jefferson. The mother died 
in ISSO. She belonged to the Baptist church. Francis M. grew to man’s estate in his native 
county, and then removed with his mother and the rest of the family to Noxubee county, 
Miss., where they settled on a farm. Just before the war he was married to Miss 
Sarah E. Coleman, a daughter of James Coleman, and a native of Sumter county, Ala., born 
jv 1837. Her father was a native of Georgia, and her mother was born in Alabama; 
both died in Mississippi. Mr. and Mrs. Prince have reared a family of three children: 
Maud, Ina and Ella. Maud marricd H. I. Weever, and Ella is the wife of J. J. 
Chetham. Mr. Prince enlisted, in 1861, in company C, Third Mississippi volunteer infantry, 
and took part in many of the fiercest of battles; among them, Shiloh, Missionary 
Ridge, Chickamauga, Perryville, Murfreesboro and Franklin, but he was never taken 
prisoner. On coming home he engaged in agriculture, and in 1865 he removed to 
Kemper county, harvesting his first crop in 1866. He and his wife are both members of the 
Christian church. Politically he is a democrat. In 1878 he was elected justice of the 
peace, and again in 18S9, the people of the county further showed the confidence which they 
repose in Mr. Prince by electing him sheriff of Kemper county. He has been a brave 
and most efficient official, and has been true to his convictions under all” cirewmstances. 
He is a member of Summerville lodge No. 135, A. F. & A. ML, and also belongs to 
the chapter. He is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. He has met with marked success in 
all his business undertakings, and especially in his farming: he owns about eleven hundred 
acres of land, and in view of the fact that he has accumulated his property solely through 
his own efforts, too much can not be said in praise of his excellent judgment and wise man- 
agement. ' 
One of the wealthiest planters of the state is Capt. W. Berry Prince, Carrollton, Miss. 
He was born in Jefferson county, Miss., September 26, 1826, and is a son of the Hon. W. 
Berry Prince. The father was a native Mississippian, and a well-known planter of Washing- 
ton county. He was a member of the legislature at the time of his death, which occurred 
about the year 1830. Captain Prince passed his boyhood and youth in Washington county; 
he attended school at Alton, Ill., and at Frankfort, Ky.; he finished his college course at 
akland college, Mississippi, graduating in the class of 1849. In June, 1850, he was united 
in marriage to Miss Eliza K. Terry, a daughter of the Hon. William Terry, of Jefferson 
county. Mr. Terry afterward became a resident of Carroll county, and was one of the most 
successful planters within her borders, accumulating a large estate. Mrs. Prince was born 
near Rodney, Jefferson county, Miss., and is one of a family of three daughters: Mrs. Will- 
iam Helm is now deceased; Mrs. Sarah T.. wife of Mvan Jeffries, of Claiborne county, and 
Mrs. Prince. The mother of Captain Prince, after the death of her busband, was married a 
second time; her second union was with Mr. John A. Miller, of Greenville, Miss. He was a 
large planter, and left a fine estate. Mrs. Miller had four daughters by her second marriage. 
Captain Prince is the only son. Soon after his marriage he loeated in Carroll county, on 
Pine Bluff plantation. Before the war he was the second largest planter in the state of Mis- 
sissippl, but in 1562 he abandoned his private interests, and enlisted in the Confederate army. 
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He was made captain of a company, and served as a scout and home guard. At the close of 
the first year he was compelled to resign on account of failing health; after a short rest at 
home he took a number of his slaves and went to the Alabama Salt works, and manufactured salt 
for the Confederate army, remaining there until the close of the war. After the final surren- 
der he returned to his home in Carroll county, and again took up the pursuits of peace. He 
has devoted his time and attention exclusively to planting, and has been eminently success- 
ful. At this time he is one of the most extensive planters in the state, owning two planta- 
tions in Carroll county, one in Le Flore, and another in Washington county. Captain and 
Mrs. Prinee have had born to them two ehildren: Robert Prince, and a daughter, Shelby, a 
young Jady greatly beloved for her many fine traits of character. Captain Prince and family 
reside on the plantation adjoining the town of Carrollton; this place is well improved, 
having a large, two-story dwelling, and many modern conveniences. Mrs. Prince is a lady 
‘of amiable disposition, and has won many warm friends. * 

William B. Prince, grandfather of Robert Prince, planter, Greenville, Miss., was one of 
the first settlers of Washington county, Miss., locating on Lake Washington, and was among 
the best known of the pioneers of that county. He acquired a good property, held numerous 
positions of trust and honor, and died at Clinton while on his way to the legislature at Jack- 
son, to represent his people in that body. He was a man of sterling qualities, and had the 
respect of all. His son, William B. (father of subject of this sketeh), is a resident of Carroll 
county, Miss., where he is well known and highly esteemed, and was a gallant ollicer in the 
Confederate army during the Civil war. He was married to Miss Eliza K. Terry, a native 
of Mississippi and daughter of Maj. Wiiliam Terry, a man well and favorably known in cen- 
tral Mississippi. Robert Prince, who was born to the above mentioned union, owes his 
nativity to Claiborne county, Miss., born March 26,1851, and was reared on his father’s plan- 
tation. He attended preparatory school at Dinwiddie Station, Va., and afterward entered 
Washington and Lee university, Virginia, where he remained two years. He subsequently 
attended the Western Military academy of Henry county, Ky., at that time presided over by 
Gen. Karby Smith, where he completed the course. He then returnedto Washington county, 
Miss., and has since been engaged in planting. He has always favored all enterprises of a 
laudable nature, is liberal and whole-souled, and a man who has a host of warm friends. He 
devotes his time and energy to his plantation, and is now the owner of twenty-two hundred 
acres of land, with twelve hundred under cultivation. He has farmed extensively and success- 
fully and is one of the leading men of Washington county. He now resides in Greenville, 
whither he lately moved in order to educate his children. 

Hon. R. N. Provine is a native-born resident of Calhoun county, Miss., his birth occurring 
within a few rods of where he now lives, in 1840. His parents, Samuel and Elizabeth (Creek- 
more) Provine, were married and settled the above place in 1839. There the father resided 
until his death in IS46. He was born in Tennessee in 1808, and was the son of John Provine, 
a native of South Carolina, who moved from his native state to Tennessee, and was one of 
the founders of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. The latter died in the last named 
state at the age of seventy years, an honored and esteemed citizen. His family consisted of 
five children—four sons and one daughter —all of whom lived to be grown, but all now deceased 
with the exception of the youngest son, who is now living in Tennessee. The latter is a retired 
minister in the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and is one of its most noble and earnest 
workers. The father of our subject was the eldest member of this family and was reared in 
Tennessee. He came to Mississippi in about 1836, settled below Grenada, and there sold 
goods until coming to the above place at Cole’s Creek. His marriage to Miss Creekmore 
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occurred after coming to this state. Mrs. Provine’s father, Dr. Creekmore, was a native of 
North Carolina, but moved from that state to Tennesse and thence to Mississippi, where he 
was among the early settlers. The country was then in a wild and unbroken state, Indians 
were plontiful, and Dr. Creekmore, although often warned to leave the country, continued to 
reside there and practiced his profession until age prevented. He was a man universally 
respected, and was ever ready to extend a helping hand to all in distress. He was a liberal 
supporter of the church, and was in favor of all Christian denominations. He was strongly 
opposed to secret organizations, and was a man of more than ordinary intelligence. He was 
a soldier in the War of 1812, and for his services his second wife now draws a pension. He 
died in 18638, at the age of seventy-seven years, and was one of the county’s best men. To 
his first marriage were born ten children—five sons and five daughters—two of his sons being 
killed in the war, James M., at Seven Pines, and Leonidas at a battle in Virginia. His 
«daughter Elizabeth (Mrs. Provine), is also deceased. “She was born in Tennessee in 1823, 
and died in the year 1866. She was a member of the ‘Baptist church, and one of the most 
active and earnest workers in the same. Her father was married the second time to Miss 
McKelvy, of Mississippi, who is yet living on the old home place, settled by him in 1835. She 
is in her seyenty-second year, is highly respected, and is a worthy member of the Baptist 
church. The remainder of the children by the Doctor’s first marriage are: Hiram C., Will- 
ham R., H. C. (resides in Texas), Mrs. Nancy E. Martin (resides near the home place), Mrs. 
Sarah G. Simpson (near by), Mrs. Mary F. Bryant (resides at Grenada), Millinium (wife of 
Dr. West of Grenada), and Robert (who died at the bome place after the war). After his 
marriage Mr. Provine resided on the home place, and carried on farming until his death, as 
above stated, in 1846. He was a member of the Baptist church. At his death he left a wife 
and four children, of whom R. N. is the eldest. John W. enlisted in the Forty-eighth Mis- 
sissippi regiment in the army of north Virginia, and was killed at the battle of Spottsylvania, 
Va., on the 12th of May, 1864. Foster is a merchant of Coffeeville, Miss. (see sketch), and 
Nancy J. (wife of I. C. Steele) resides in Banner, Calhoun county. The mother continued 
‘to reside on the home place until 1857, when she was married to Mr. T. A. Mitchell, who 
located in Pittsboro, Miss., where they resided until the war, after which they returned 
to the home place in Calboun county, and there she died soon after. Mr. Mitchell died in 
1888. -R. N. Provine passed his youthful dayson the home place, and as he was but a boy six 
years old when his father died, a great prospective responsibility rested on his shoulders, he being 
the eldest child. He was married at the age of twenty years to Mrs. Nancy Goyen, a native of 
Alabama, in Pickens county, born 1840. She was left an orphan at an early age, was reared by 
her brothers and sisters, and received her education in the common schools. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Provine have been born nine children—eight sons and one daughter: J. Finley was edu- 
cated at Oxford university, Miss., and the Nashville university, and is now engaged in mer- 
chandising at Coffeeville, Miss; John W. is now in Germany, taking a special course in 
chemistry (in ISSS and 1SS89 he was assistant professor of chemistry at Oxford, Miss., where 
he was educated and where he was appointed to the position. He always stood at the head of 
his classes, and is an unusually bright young man); Robert I. also attended the University 
, of Oxford, and is also well educated (he is now engaged in merchandising at Big Creek, 
Miss.); Charles graduated at Oxford in IS90, was well advanced in his classes, and is now 
taking law courses in Austin, Tex.: George H. is in the junior class at Oxford: James M. 
is now in the sophomore year in the same institution; Hdgar, in the preparatory depart- 
ment; Oscar T. is at home taking lessons under his brother, preparatory for the university ; 
wod Lizzie May, attending Lancaster Iemale college at Oxford. Mr. and Mrs. Provine are 
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rearing an orphan, Emma MeAahan; though not taking their name she is treated in all 
respects as one of their own children. They have taken great pains to educate their family, 
and before sending their children away to school Mr. Provine erected a school building, 
employed a teacher, and had school ten months every year. This school he kept up until 
1890, making it free to all the poor of his neighborhood. He has been very successful as a 
planter and merehant, and assists liberally in all public enterprises for the good of the county. 
During the late war he enlisted in company F, Twenty-ninth Mississippi regiment volunteer 
infantry, and served from 1562 until the close of the war. He was in the battles of Murfrees- 
boro and Chickamauga, and was shehtly wounded at the battle of Lookout Mouvtain, where 
he was captured. He was sent to Johnson's island, and there remained until the surrender. 
He was in command of a company all the time of his service, and held the commission of 
first lieutenant. When not in command of his company he was in command of some other, 
taking charge of a company of sharpshooters at one time. When peace was declared he 
left Johnson’s island, returned to the home place, and met bis wife and child, whoin he had 
not seen since August, 1862. In speaking of it, Mr. Provine says, “That day was the hap- 
piest day of my life.” After the war Mr. Provine had very little left, but eighty acres of 
land, and on this he laid the foundation of his present fortune. He is now the owner of 
four thousand tive hundred acres of choice land, and bas about fourteen hundred acres under 
cultivation, lying along Yalobusha river. This he has well stocked, and under a fine state of 
cultivation. Jn IS6S8 he had one store at Cole’s Creek, and an interest in one at Coffeeville, 
Miss. He is now one of the leading merchants of the county. Mrs. Provine and all her 
children are members of the Baptist church, and liberal supporters of the same. In politics 
Mr. Provine is a democrat, and represented Calhoun county, Miss., in the legislature in ISS2 
and 1883. 

L. F. Provine is the senior member of the firm of Provine Bros. & Co., Coffeeville 
Miss., and occupies a conspicuous position in the business cireles of Yalobusha county, where 
he was born in IS/4. He is a son of Samuel F. and Elizabeth (Creekmore) Provine, natives 
of Tennessee. The father was born in 1808, and was the son of John Proyine, a native of 
Kentucky, who was a son of John Provine, a native of North Carolina. His father was also 
named John, and he emigrated from Treland to America, although he was descended from a 
family of French Huguenots. The grandfather was a minister in the Cumberland Presby- 
terian church. He was married in Tennessee to Naney Calhoun, whose family had been 
early settlers in that state. To them were born five children—four sons and one daughter. 
The father of our subject was the eldest child. He was reared near Lebanon, Tenn., and 
received his education in the common schools. He remained under the paternal roof until 
he was twenty-five years of age, and then came to Natchez, Miss. In 1837 he came to Yalo- 
busha county, aud invested in lands. He was engaged in farming, and also dealt in real 
estate to a large extent, owning lands in Chickasaw and Calhoun counties. He was a stanch 
whig, and member of the Baptist church. His death oceurred in 1846, in December. His 
wife was born in 1823, and was a daughter of Robert W. Creekmore, an early settler of this 
county. Tle was born in Virginia in 1795, and was a soldier in the War of IS12. He came 
to Tennessee from Virginia, and was there married to Nancy MeGowen, of Virginia. They 
settled in Tallahatchie county, Miss., and in {835 they came to Yalobusha county, where 
they passed the remainder of their days. Mrs. Creekmore died in 18596. To them were born 
ten children, all of whom lived to be grown. Mrs. Provine died in S66.) She was married 
a second time to Phomas A. Mitchell, of Mississippi, but no children were born of this union, 
The result of the first marriage was four children, all of whom lived to maturity: Robert N., 
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a partner of the firm of Provine Bros. & Co., isa large planter in Calhoun county, and a 
prominent citizen; John W., was killed in the battle of the Wilderness, Virginia, leaving a 
wife and two daughters; Nancy J., is the wife of I C. Steele, and resides in Calhoun county; 
L. F., passed his youth in Calhoun and Yalobusha counties, and obtained his education in 
the common schools. In 1861, when there was a call for men to go to the defense of the 
country, he forsook all his private interests, and enlisted in company C, Blythe’s battalion, 
which was afterward known as Blythe’s regiment. The most important engagements in 
which he participated were Shiloh, Murfreesboro, and Missionary Ridge. He was flagbearer 
after the battle of Shiloh, and was in many skirmishes around Corinth. He was paroled in 
North Carolina, and then returned to Pittsboro, Calhoun county, where he engaged in the 
more peaceful pursuits of mercantile life. One year later he came to Coffeeville, remaining 
there until 1872. He then went back to Calhoun county, resuming the same business, and 
in 1875 he came to Coffeeville again. The firm is ome of the most substantial in the state, 
and does an annual business of $70,000. They pay cash for everything they buy, but never 
refuse credit to good men. Mr. Provine was married to Miss Ada P. Barker, a daughter of 
William and Isabella (Harris) Barker, natives of North Carolina. They came to Mississippi 
about the year [S40, and there reared a family of six children, of whom Mrs. Provine is the 
youngest. Mr. and Mrs. Provine are the parents of ten children: Kate, Broxton B., Fin- 
ley, Pearl, Sallie M., Alline, Robert F. and Frank P. The other two died in infaney. The 
parents are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and are zealous, active workers. 
Mr. Provine is a member of the Knights of Honor. Politically he affiliates with the demo- 
cratic party. He is a typical Mississippi gentleman, has excellent business qualifications, and 
is in every way worthy of the high regard in which he is held. 

James W. Prowell belongs to that sturdy, honest and independent class, the planters of 
Mississippi. His plantation comprises four thousand four hundred acres, is very fertile, and 
is so carefully tilled that it yields a large annual income. Mr. Prowell was born in Richland 
county, S. C., April 6, 1817, a son of David R. and Rachel (Morris) Prowell, both of whom 
were born in the Palmetto state, and were of French descent. James W. Prowell and his 
brother William resided in the state of their birth until the spring of 1832, when they came 
to Lowndes county, Miss., settling on a tract of land of which about two acres had 


‘been cleared by the Indians, the Choctaws. The following spring the father, David Qh. 


Prowell, removed to Lowndes county, Miss., with his family and preémpted one hundred 
and sixty acres of land at $1.25 per acre, which is now in possession of his son, James W. 
The grandfather was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and died in the state of South Car- 
olina. The father resided in his adopted state for only two years, and on a visit to his brother 
in Tennessee was taken with cholera, and died in 1835. He was a soldier in the War of 
1812; his wife then received a land warrant, which is still in the possession of her son, 
James W. His widow survived until 1872, when she was called from earth. James W. 
Prowell was educated in the schools of Plymouth, and afterward finished his knowledge of 
books in La Grange college, Alabama. In 1842 he was married to Miss Catherine, daughter 
of Joseph and Louisa Caldwell, natives of Virginia. His wife died in IS51, having borne 
him five children: Virginia, William, Eliza, Joseph and John. J. Mr. Prowell’s second mar- 
riage took place in 1855, Miss Mary Madry becoming his wife. They have three children: 
Edward, Mary and James. Mr. Prowell is a member of the A. F. & A. M., of which order 
he has been a member for forty years, is a democrat politically, and is the oldest settler of 
the county. 

It was but natural, perhaps, when starting out in life for himself, that James I. Pryor, 
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of Slate Spring, Miss., should sclect planting as his chosen occupation for life, for his 
father, Samuel O., and both his paternal and maternal grandfathers followed that calling all 
thoir lives. The father was born in Tennessee in ISI], and when but a boy went with his 
parents to Tuscaloosa county, Ala., where he grew to manhood. There he met and married 
Miss Unity Fox, a native of Tennessee, born in 1S10, and who also removed to Alabama with 
her parents when young. After marriage, or in 1836, they came to Choctaw, now Webster 
county, and settled in the woods on Lindsey's ereek, where they improved a good farm and 
there passed the remainder of their days, the mother dying in 1855 and the father in 185%. 
Both were members of the Missionary Baptist church for many years. The grandfather, 
Joseph Pryor, was probably born in Kentucky, but was married in Tennessee, and at on 
early day went to Tuscaloosa county, Ala., where his death occurred. He was of Scotch- 
Trish descent. Grandfather Henry Fox also removed from Tennessee to Tuscaloosa county, 
Ala., and in 1835 came to Choctaw county, now Webster county, where he also received his 
final summons. He was one of the very first settlers of this vicinity, James T. Pryor is 
the sixth of seven sons and seven daughters, all of whom are living but two. Four of the 
sons served in the Confederate army, viz.: James T. (subject); Joseph, enlisted in the Fif- 
teenth Mississippi infantry, was captured at Fishing creek, and was in prison at Fort Dela- 
ware for about eight months (after this he was captured again at Atlanta, Ga., and was in 
prison until the close); Jacob D., served in company K, Fifteenth Mississippi infantry, until 
the fall of Vicksburg, after which he was in the Third Mississippi of Forrest’s cavalry until 
the close (he was a member of the board of supervisors two years, and then, from 1566 to 
1890 he was sheriff of Webster county); John was in General Forrest’s cavalry for two 
years. James T. Pryor was born in Tuscaloosa county, Ala., in 1836, but was reared on a 
farm in the wilds of Choctaw county. He received a limited common-school education and 
when eighteen years of age began for himself as a farmer. He was married in 1857 to Miss 
Mary J., daughter of Alex. B. and Isabell H. McKee, who came from Alabama to what is now 
Webster county, Miss., in 1839, and there passed the remainder of their days, the father 
dying in 1859 and the mother after the war. Both were members of the Missionary 
Baptist church. He was a wealthy planter and was justice of the peace for many 
years. Mrs. Pryor. was born in Choctaw, now Webster county, Miss., and by her 
marriage became the mother of eight children, six now living: Belle, wife of J. B. 
Spencer, a merchant of Slate Springs; James, a merchant of Grenada; Alonzo, farmer 
and merchant with his father; Cora, wife of Prof. W. J. Taylor, a teacher of Winona; Min- 
‘nie and Samuel Tilden. Mr. Pryor lived on the old farm until the father’s death, and then 
settled on Sabougla creek, where he remained until 1870. He then removed to Slate Spring, 
and has resided alternately there and on his farm ever since. He owns six hundred acres with 
three hundred acres cleared, and has improved it all since 1873, at which time he settled in 
the woods. All this he has accomplished by his own exertions. Since 1871 he has also been 
engaged in merchandising at Slate Spring, Grenada and Duck Hill respectively, the present 
firm being Spencer & Pryor. They do an annual business of about 86,000, In 1S61 Mr. 
Pryor joined company G, Forty-second Mississippi infantry, and served in the army of Vir- 
ginia until the close. He was on provost duty at Richmond for a long time, and the first 
general engagement was at Gettysburg. After this he was in the battle of Falling Water, 
Wilderness, Spottsylvania, and around Richmond and Petersburg. After this he obtained a 
furlough and came home. He was captured soon after the battle of Gettysburg, but was 
soon after released. He was also wounded in the first day's fight at Gettysburg, and after 
the war he returned to his family. He filled the office of justice of the peace for a number 





Lond th i niery + tha fine Rew er 
i 
SAS Fe. brs ‘ 


craberancte ty} rm’ nach ie iw ll Lh 


























i 
an yeni dea r pool i 





























bee 


1 ant * we mioT ay ‘aod 









sino aavolsoag 
Led we eine 0 sates wnat ‘to oviban, s ner 


‘A alge yRhiiat Y Can yt 3 svoelye phan 1 


’ 


feyey Hw Ho efdow il) ii aad hata, soit 46 
Ha ‘ { i A Le a3 tofent tient it 4 
‘inky IHikyw wunoiwdtll oilt te ay iooone naw 
vce ay evar Heliwkord, esr Bt ort i 


rad th dnl axof roan T mo dasw (ah x 
’ ™ . i i 

' re ee ee 74 ped. aaubinthasr tt weal 

i? Won Yhioo We fers bot tac snta anal 7 hug 





hea Heit. ey ont to AAT, aay ls & UCLA fa 
To Aide 


aeapan t SUSY. Po jhe oles Naot Ce oul te heros 





w to tie gals tevor bap ALO® OO FSR 


awa? tn fereiqeo enw ecient ieyefieeient fi 
et Sisaext dibgie dels wt 
ie igey C44 Kerra tt rite 61, ; (peo! es) ott tidus, i 
ey wild wi eee ad ila: hw vale on ti cdgal oi ha fat 6 nuh 
prety Wy hes put veld ‘TO tee Tips Ho #@ “ange ol) waply ie 


Ven dada Me, Tirade oy, if, od Oe 






















# 


" iy 
cin font at mod ear sayy. Tr ugha 
rie ae (WO watsodd a abliw.« 
oy Dveinhd vol uaoad ORs lo mipey seal 
Racer) i ifwdist baa A zalh te eligaah, 
beouemeser depeal? Prep - , an. eel 
i i wy wadin wih yf) A iy an Asi 
fink webiely | pitt we mB AAW aH dow Haha 
wh avout anw jocrd a 
2 i ee ts t $n teeiti ait} aya 
n | 
H yi 
filis walt 
: 
boris 
eee eel 
haa 
AP EY pe ye) hi an roa aa th 
what’) eae hele Ja yaeihoedl Syst, ab 
legions ae ol gail? nd HM - wy 4 
rye eyed Leap rhmnes iy Discwoe-Yrue 
ivi jevaiee ih any wf 
+ ote ley Mt end Iu avi (cae 
hi recor oti pe eee = 2 








fps ene as all iil. 
; —_ wr contin ¢ bok oH ae 






m 


630 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


of years, and has been junior and senior warden of the Masonic fraternity, Slate Spring 
lodge. He and wife and family are members of the Missionary Baptist church. Mr. Pryor 
is one of the most energetic, thoroughgoing planters of Webster county, is strictly honest 
and is well and favorably known. He is giving his children good advautages for an education. 

James Pryor, of the firm of James Pryor & Co., dealers in dry goods, groceries, 
millinery, ete., at Grenada, although young in years is one of the wideawake, thorough- 
going business men of the town. He was born in Calhoun county, Miss., in 1462, and 
is a son of James T. and Mary J. (McKee) Pryor, natives respectively of Alabama and 
Mississippi. When young the elder Pryor came with his parents to Mississippi, and after 
growing wp was married in Choctaw county, where he resided until 1S9O. He then removed 
to Winona and is now retired from the active duties of life. He is one of the prominent 
farmers and has also been engaged in merchandising for many years. He lost a handsome 


« ,property during the war and was obliged to start anew. He was all through the war in the 


Virginia army, and served ina ereditable manner as a private. After the war he began at 
the bottom of the ladder, but has been very successful and is probably worth $50,000. He is 
the owner of about six hundred acres, producing about one hundred and fifty bales of cotton 
per year, and has everything convenient and comfortable about his place. He has been a 
member of the Masonic fraternity for a good many years. His father, Samuel O. Pryor, came 
from the Old Dominion to Mississippi many years ago, was a planter, and died before our 
subject was born. Mr. and Mrs. Pryor have been prominent Baptists for many years. Their 
family consisted of eight children, six now living, named in the order of their births as fol- 
lows: Belle (wife of J. B. Spencer of Slate Spring, Miss.), James, Alonzo, Cora (wife of 
William J. Taylor, of Winona), Minnie and Tilden. James attended the publie schools until 
sixteen years of age and then began business for himself at Slate Spring, where he continued 
for four years. After this he was at Duck Hill for two years, and in ISS6 he came to Grenada, 
Where he was engaged in business for the same length of time. He was subsequently book- 
keeper for EK. Cahn & Co. for some time, and on the Ist of January, 1591, the firm of James 
Pryor & Co. was established. Honest in his dealings and representations Mr. Pryor merits 
the esteem with which he is regarded. He is sole proprietor of the Grenada Saddlery com- 
pany, which does an annual business of about $5,000. He is a stockholder in the Grenada 
bank and of the Building and Loan association. He was married in 1852 to Miss Jimmie 
McCord, a native of Calhoun county, Miss., and the daughter of James and Angie MeCord, 
natives of Calhoun county also. Mr. MeCord was killed in the early part of the war, while 
in service at Water Valley. His father, T. K. MeCord, was a native Scotchman, who came to 
Mississippi at an early day and died in Greenwood, Miss. To Mr. and Mrs. Pryor have 
been born four children. Mrs. Pryor’s maternal grandfather, Wilham Cook, who was of 
Trish descent, at an early day settled in Calhoun county, where be still resides. He is about 
eighty-two years of ave and is a wealthy planter. Mr. Pryor is a member of Grenada lodge, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, No. 6, and he and wife hold membership in the Baptist 
church, 

James C. Purnell, president of the Citizens’ bank at Winona, is a native born resident of 
Carrol], now Montgomery county, Miss., and was born March 17, 1St7. He is the son of 
M. T. and Eunice I. W. (Read) Purnell, natives of the Old North state. His father was born 


in 1SO1, and his mother in 1809.) M. I. Purnell was a man of fair business education, who 


varried on a merchandise business in connection with extensive planting. He moved West at 
an early day, and first located in west Tennessee, removing in 1839 to Carroll county, Miss. 
Mrs. Purnell died December 15, 1848. Her husband did not long survive her, dying August 
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26, 1849. He left a goodly estate in land and negro slaves to his five surviving children. 
The war swept away most of this property before the subject of this sketch had reached his 
majority. The tive children were: M. T. Purnell, Jr., who died December 3, 1862, leaving 
no children; M. A. Purnell, who died September, 1866, leaving two boys: W. A. Purnell and 
M. A. Purnell; Elizabeth Helen, who married Capt. E. E. Foltz, a sketch of whom appears 
in this work; Eliza R., who is the wife of Capt. B. W. Sturdivant, of Tallahatchie county, 
and James C. Purnell, the youngest, the subject of this sketch. The three latter are the only 
survivors of the family at this date. Left an orphan at an early age, James C. Purnell grew 
to manhood in his native county, and received a fair education at Salem and Oxford, N. C. 
After completing his studies, and at the close of the war, he returned to Carroll county, and 
engaged in planting near Vaiden. May 24, 1570, he was married to Miss Jennie B. Hawkins, 
daughter of Maj. Frank Hawkins, a sketch of whom appears in this history. She was born 
arid: reared in Carroll county, but was educated at Jackson and Memphis, Tenn. In 1871 
Mr. Purnell moved to Winona, and entered merchandise, in partnership with Joe C. Kittrell, 
the firm being Kittrell & Purnell, doing a successful business for three years. Mr. Purnell 
then formed a partnership with his brother-in-law, Frank Hawkins, Jr., under the firm name 
of Purnell & Hawkins. They carried on business successfully from 1574 till 1888, when they 
were burned out. They carried a large stock of general merchandise, and did a large fur- 
nishing business. After being burned out, the firm formed a private banking company, and 
engaged in banking. In September, 1890, a stock company was formed, and the Citizens’ 
bank organized, when Mr. J. C. Purnell was made president; T. H. Somerville, vice president, 
and Frank Hawkins, Jr., cashier. Mr. J. C. Purnell is one of the enterprising business men 
of Winona, and is connected with a number of public enterprises. He was a town alderman 
for some years, president of the board of trade, and also of the Winona Land and Improve- 
ment company. He was the originator and first president of the Winona Warehouse com- 
pany. Success has crowned all his various enterprises. Mr. and Mrs. Purnell have had 
eight children: Frank M., Mary H., Jennie H., James C., Jr., Anna E., Eunice Read, Rhesa 
H. and Eunice Elizabeth. Kunice Read died in August, IS84.. Mr. Purnell is a member of 
the Episcopal church, of which he is junior warden, and also past master in the Masonic 
fraternity. 
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GHAPTER XOIL. 
FS SAS 
MEMOIRS OF A FEW FAMILIES, QO. 


H. Quin, M. D., McComb City, Pike county, Miss. Peter Quin, Sr., grand- 

father of the subject of this sketch, came to Mississippi from Spartanville, S. C., 

in 1808, and settled on Tangipahoe. In 1812 he laid out the town of Holmesville, 
Pike county, Miss., as it now stands. He acted as governor of Mississippi territory for a 
short time. He was made a member of the convention that framed the first constitution of 
Mississippi. He had four sons, Daniel, Richard, Henry and Peter, and one daughter, Nancy. 
Dr. D. H. Quin is a descendant of his second son, Richard Quinn, who was a farmer by 
. occupation. During his long life he was almost always connected with public duties. The 
Doctor was born February 16, 1821. At the age of fifteen he went to Kenyon college, Ohio, 
and finished his literary education there, and thence to Philadelphia, and finished his medical 
education in the Pennsylvania university. He was a physician in the hospital for two years, and 
graduated in the session of 1845 and 1846. He was married in 1848 to Mary F. Biekham. 
By this marriage were born two sons and two daughters; James and Oliver being the sons. 
O. B. Quin is now a physician and practitioner in McComb City, Miss. After the death of 
his first wife, the Doctor, in 1860, was married to Nannie Elezay, who died a short while 
after without issue. In the fall of 1864 he was married to Anna Beattie Long. They have 
two sons, Hillary and Richard. Hillary, the eldest, is a graduate of Mississippi university, 
Oxford, and now a professor at Fayette, Miss. Richard is yet young and unmatured. 

Judge H. Murray Quin is among the pioneer families of Pike county, and among the 
more prominent in all its history this family has always taken superior rank. Col. Peter 
Quin, his father, who came to Pike county about 1813 and settled near where the town of 
Holmesville now is, was a native of South Carolina, having been born in York district of that 
state in 1787. He was reared and educated there and married Martha Moore, a native of 
North Carolina, and born and reared in Rutherford county. She was born in 1794. Soon 
after his marriage Mr. Quin emigrated to Mississippi, locating in the territory now embraced 
in the county of Pike. He assisted in the organization of the county and gave land at 
Holmesville upon which was erected the first county building, and at the first county election 
he was elected to represent the county in the legislature. He served also as a delegate from 
Pike county to the constitutional convention. Through all his active jife he was one of the 
most prominent and useful citizens of the county. He died in 1839, his widow surviving 
him till 1864. Of the children of these worthy pioneers, Judge H. M. Quin is probably the 
best known. Mrs. 5. A. Nicholson, widow of Dr. George Nicholson, is his eldest daughter; 
L. J. Quin, of MeComb City, is also well known; be was sheriff of the county several years; 
Mrs. Louisa Bosworth, another daughter, is now dead; Dr. Irvin M. Quin, formerly of Bran- 
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don, was state senator from Rankin and Scott counties for eight years, and died at Arcola, in 
Sunflower county, in 1887, and was a prominent man in his day; Mrs. C. M. Leland, widow 
of Dr. L. C. Leland, late of Panola, resides at Holmesville; Col. Peter C. Quin, deceased, 
was state senator, representing Pike and Lawrence counties for four years; Capt. Josephus 
R. Quin, a prosperous merchant in Summit, was killed at the battle of Harrisburg, Ky., in 
1864; DeWitt C. Quin, the youngest son, represented Pike county in the legislature, and 
died while a member of that body; Mrs. C. M. Wallace, another daughter, who became the 
wife of Dr. Jesse Wallace, died in New York. Judge Quin’s younger days were passed 
upon his father’s plantation, and it was in the common schools of his neighborhood that his 
education was begun; later he was a student for one year at Oakland college, afterward reading 
law at Holmesville, and being admitted to the bar in 1$40, though he did not engage in the 
practice of his profession for several years thereafter, being in that year elected treasurer of 
Pike county, and serving in that capacity for four years. He was next elected, in 1845, to 
the office of circuit clerk; later, in 1846, he was elected to the office of clerk of the probate 
court and continued in that position as clerk of both cireuit and probate courts for ten years, 
until his election as probate judge, in which office he served for eight years. After his retire- 
ment from office he continued his practice of law until 1871, when he became mayor of the 
town of Summit, since which time he has lived retired from active labor, devoting his atten- 
tion to planting with much success. He first bad as a partner in his law practice Judge 
Hurst, late judge of the supreme court, but later he became connected with Col. T. R. Stock- 
dale, present member of congress, and later Judge H. Cassidy, Sr., also became a partner in 
said law firm. Excepting when the incumbent of some office, he was in the active practice 
of his profession from 1842 to 1871, a period of nearly thirty years. Prior to the war he 
became the owner of considerable property, including quite a number of slaves, but, in eom- 
mon with the rest of his friends and business associates of the South, he lost heavily as a 
‘consequence of the struggle. During the last twelve years he has served as justice of the 
peace, and he was one of the supervisors of the State Lunatic asylum, appointed by Governor 
Humphreys, serving in that capacity for six years. He was married September 1, 1842, to 
Miss Delilah Bearden, a daughter of Jeremiah Bearden, late of Pike county. Mrs. Quin, 
who was a native of this county, died in 1866, having left her husband five children: Dr. L. 
M. Quin, of Holmesville; Emma E., wife of L. W. Connerly, of Baton Rouge, La.; Wallace 
W., a farmer near Summit; George M. (now dead), and Lulu, who married Charles H. Rowan, 
and living at Point Pleasant, La. In May, 1867, Judge Quin married Miss Nannie Sumrall 
(his second wife), a daughter of Henry Sumrall, of Copiah county, by whom he had two 
children: Henry N., a bright young man of nineteen, who graduated from Jackson Commer- 
cial college in 1890, and is now a bookkeeper at Poplarville, Miss., and Ina M., who has 
recently graduated at Edward MeGehee’s college at Woodville. Judge Quin has been a 
Mason since I1S48, and has beena Royal Arch Mason since 1800; is a member of the Holmes- 
ville lodge, A TI’. & A. M., is a member of the consistory of the Scottish Rites Masons, 
having taken eighteen degrees, and for the past thirty years has been a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church South. As a politician, he was a leader of the old whig party in his 
county, and after the late war he allied himself with the democratic party. He has ocenpied 
public positions in his county for fifty years and discharged his duties in all with such con- 


summate ability as to gain unusual esteem and the confidence of his constituents. 
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OTHER PROMINENT PERSONS, R. 


C. Radgesky, merchant, Gunnison, Miss., a live, energetic business man, is a native of 

Europe, and when but a child fonr years of age came with his parents to the United 

States. They landed at New Bedford, Mass.. in 1859. His father, Joseph Rad- 
gesky, upon coming to this country, first located in Mississippi, was one of the first settlers 
of Greenville, and was, it is believed, the third merchant at that place: and the fire in 
Greenville in 1875 or 1876 burned him out. He died there of yellow fever during the epi- 
demic of 1878. In 1870 J. C. Radgesky embarked in business for himself at Concordia of 
this state, was very successful, and in 1872 and 1873 went to South Bend, Ark., where he 
opened a branch store on the Arkansas river in partnership with Clay Rice, then sheriff of 
Lincoln county, who died in 1875, when Mr. Radgesky returned to Concordia. Recognizing 
the advantages of Gunnison he located there in 1890, soon after the establishment of the 
station, and was the second to start business enterprises there. It is worthy of uote that 
the business element of Gunnison is made up mostly of merchants and citizens of Concordia. 
There Mr. Ragdesky has invested in considerable property and has erected seven buildings, 
which he rents, and is completing a number more. In the winter of 1890 and 1S91 he 
erected the first building at the station of Round Lake and now has a business interest there. 
He is also expecting to build on property in Rosedale. He has been rather active in polities 
and served as alderman of Concordia for three terms, filling that position in a ereditable and 
satisfactory manner. 

The ancestors of Samnel E. Ragland, planter, Delay, Miss., were originally from Wales, 
his grandfather having emigrated from that country to the United States with his parents 
when but an infant. His father, Pettis Ragland, was born in Hanover connty, Va.. 
about 1768 and followed tilling the soil and teaching school during his lifetime. He was a 
popular man and was ever ready with his time and means to assist in all enterprises pertain 
ing to the welfare of his county. He was married to Miss Martha Carter, a native of North 
Carolina and a woman of marked intelligence and refinement. She was the daughter of 
Phillip Carter, who was an honorable and upright citizen and who served during the Revolu- 
tionary war. Samuel BE. Ragland, who has Virginia blood in his veins, was born in Halifax 
county of that state on July 6, 1811, and was the eldest of seven children born to Pettis and 
Martha (Carter) Ragland. He had limited educational advantages during youth, but by 
observation and contact with the world he has become a well-informed man. At the age of 
seventeen, he began tighting life’s battles for himself and located in Monroe county, W. Va., 
where he remained until 1832, when he located at Lynehburg. While a resident of that 
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town he was engaged in the stage business, which he followed until 1835. While thus 
employed, he was elected to convey President Jackson’s famous message of the nullification 
of South Carolina. This he accomplished successfully, making the distance of eighty miles 
in one night’s ride. While a resident of Lynchburg he was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizabeth KX. Hobson, and in 1836 they moved to Lafayette county, Miss. There Mr. Rag- 
land was employed as manager and overseer on some of the most extensive plantations in 
the county, and in every instance his success was almost phenomenal, being commented on 
far and near. Besides this, he conducted a plantation of hisown. When the war broke 
out he had charge of the big plantation of the Price heirs on the Yocona river in Lafayette 
county. There was his power and ability as an overseer and manager brought into full 
play. Not asingle slave escaped that was in his charge, and he made a note of all the 
property carried away by the Union troops, the heirs being thereby enabled to collect 
damages from the government for the amount lost. By his efforts the county records were 
saved, as he had them boxed, and with two of his own teams hauled them home, a distance 
of fourteen miles, where he concealed and saved them. His wife died in ]S66 leaving a 
family of tive children, three of whom are still living. In 1870 he married Mrs. Wlizabeth 
M. Hobson, who bore him one son, S. E. Ragland, Jr. Mr. Ragland is extensively engaged 
in farming, owns about three thousand acres of land and raises a good grade of horses, 
cattle, hogs and sheep. Although eighty years of age he is still active and energetic. He 
is of medium size and has a pair of keen black eyes. He is a man noted far and near for his 
bravery and nerve, and when he once undertook a task he kept steadily at it until it was 
accomplished. 

In reviewing the lives of men, their abilities and attainments, we observe a marked 
difference in ages at which success is reached. ~ 'To some it comes in early life, to others, not 
until the decline of life, and to some it is denied altogether. So that it is with pleasure we 
record the history of a man to whom many of the good things of the world have come within 
his first three-score years. William A. Ragsdale was born in Grenada, Miss., February 24, 
1860, and is a son of George W. Ragsdale, who was born in Pickensville, Ala., ahout the 
year 1821. William Ragsdale, the father of George W., was also a native of Alabama, of 
Scottish ancestry. George W. grew to manhood in his native state, and received his educa- 
tion there. He came to Mississippi in 1541, and located at Grenada, where he became 
interested in a flouringmill; he continued in this business until after the late Civil war, and 
is now the owner of several large sawmills, being one of the heaviest lumber dealers in the 
state. His residence is at Macomb, Miss. William A. Ragsdale is one of a family of six 
children—four sons and two daughters. He spent his youth in his native town, attending the 
common schools, where he acquired a fair education. After leaving school he weut to Mobile, 
Ala., where he entered the machine shops, and thoroughly mastered the machinist’s trade. 
Tfor several years he followed this business, and then went on the road as traveling salesman 
for an Kastern manufacturing company located at Chambersburg, Penn. He remained in the 
employ of this firm for three years, his territory being Mississippi. In 1800 he resigned this 
position, and established himself in business at Greenwood, Le Flore county, Miss. ; he erected 
a large brick store, and placed a most complete stock of hardware on sale there. His early 
training in the machine shops and his later experience in handling these goods have fitted 
him for the work he has taken up, so that we anticipate for him a more than ordinarily pros- 
perons future. He has also built and fully equipped an extensive foundry and machine shop, 
where any work in the line of casting and machine repairs can be done in the best style. 


Greenwood is greatly indebted to Mr. Ragsdale for this, one of the leading enterprises, 
NN 
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Although he began life without means, he has accumulated a handsome property, and has 
come to be recognized as one of the most substantial business men of the community. He 
was married in Grenada, Miss., November 18, 1SS2, to Miss Mary Wright, daughter of 
¥. S. Wright, of Grenada. Mrs. Ragsdale was born, reared, and educated in Grenada. 
Two children have been born of this marriage: Emma, died at the age of four years in 1855; 
Mary, aged three years, survives. The parents are worthy members of the Methodist Epis. 
copal church. Mr. Ragsdale is an active leader in the Koights of Pythias lodge. 

Wilber Fisk Rainey is a prominent and influential planter of Coahoma county, Miss., 
but was born near Atlanta, Ga., Mareh 12, 1848, being the eighth of eleven children born 
to Isom S. and Mary E. (Bell) Rainey, natives of North Carolina and Georgia, respectively. 
“Isom S. Rainey came to Mississippi in 1848 and located in Monroe county, where he engaged 
in planting and merchandising, being very wealthy at the breaking out of the war. He 
took a prominent part in the political affairs of his section, and served two terms in the state 
legislature, acquitting himself with great credit. He died in 1872, his widow surviving him 
until 1882. The maternal grandfather, General Bell, was an eminent and distinguished 
politician and lawyer. Wilber Fisk Rainey was reared to manhood in Clay county, Miss., 
and received his literary education in the high school of West Point. After leaving school 
he sold goods in a mercantile establishment for seven years, at the end of which time he 
began planting and merchandising on his own account, and has continued in this business 
very successfully ever since. He began life for himself with $285 and by his own exertions has 
accumulated property, including one thousand acres of Jand, about four hundred acres 
of which he opened and improved himself: he also is a stockholder in the oi] mills at Friar’s 
Point. He is one of the most substantial of citizens, for he is public-spirited and enterpris- 
ing. He is a true and steadfast friend, and has won the respect and esteem of all who know 
him; he takes great interest inchurch work, and is especially interested in the moral training 
of the young of the community. He is affable and agreeable in manners, and is very ¢chari- 
tably inclined toward all bis fellow creatures. As a planter heis systematic and thorough, and 
everything about his buildings and grounds shows neatness and order at once commendable 
and worthy of emulation. He is courteous and accommodating, and cheerfully and willingly 
extends the right hand of fellowship to those less fortunate than himself, and sends no one 
hungry from his door. He was married December 6, 1872, to Miss Mollie C. Brady, a native 
of this state, and a daughier of John and Mary Brady, native Tennesseeans, her father being 
a Confederate soldier during the Rebellion, dying in the service. Mr. Rainey and his wife 
are members of the Methodist !piscopal church, and he isa member of the American Legion 
of Honor, and the K. of P. He has held a number of oftices of trust in this county, and in 
every instance proved a faithfnl and competent official. Of his brothers, William 1., 
Thomas E., Preston, 5S. K. and A. Rainey were all members of the Confederate army, the 
first named dying during the service in Virginia. Preston was wounded at the battle of 
Corinth, but survived it. 

Thomas J. Ramsey, a well-known planter of Copiah county, was a native or Jasper 
county, Ga., where he was born in 1S19. He is the son of Noah and Elizabeth Ramsey, both 
natives of Georgia, his father having been born in 1764, and his mother in 17S4, both of 
whom lived to be eighty-six years old, and both died in the same house in Copiah county. In 
his youth Mr. Noah Ramsey served lis apprenticeship at the saddler’s trade, at which he 
worked during his earlier days. In 1822 he moved to Lawrence county, Miss.. where he 
located on a farm, which he cultivated, also working at bis trade. He was the son of William 


Ramsey, one of the noble heroes who fought in the Revolutionary war ander General Han- 
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cock. He married Elizabeth Deering, the daughter of Wiliam and Elizabeth Deering, of 
Georgia. Thomas J. Ramsey came to Mississippi with his parents at about the age of three 
years, and lived with them in Lawrence county until 1838, and then they moved to Copiah 
county, locating on the farm upon which he now lives. He was married in 1850 to Rebecca 
Womack, of Copiah county, a daughter of Jacob and Hezekiah Womack. To them have been 
born eighteen children—nine girls and nine boys—named as follows, fifteen of whom are yet 
living: Louzenberg B.; Melville; Emma; Silas; Anslum; J. Leonidas; Adela, deceased; 
Mattie; Joan; John W.; Cora, deceased; Jasper, deceased; Elizabeth; Lula; Simeon D.; Belle; 
Thomas; Rebecca. In 1847 he entered the Mexican war, enlisting in company B, First 
battalion of the Mississippi rifles, and served during the war. He was one of those veterans 
of that war who entered the Confederate army in the war of secession. In 1861 he enlisted 
in company B, of the Sixth Mississippi regiment, commanded by Colonel Thornton, of which 
she was first lientenant, serving continuously until 1866. On account of the illness of his 
captain, he took command of the company a great portion of the time. Among the several 
engagements in which he took part were those of Harrisburg and Shiloh. Mr. Ramsey has 
been a member of the Masonie order since 1501, when he united with the Quitman lodge. 
In after years he became a Royal Arch Mason at Hazlehurst. He served four years as a 
member of the board of supervisors of this county. He and his wife are both worthy mem- 
bers of the Baptist church. My. Ramsey is a successful planter, and has property which is 
considered amongst the finest in this part of the state. His record as a business man and 
citizen is such that he commands the respect of the best people of this and surrounding 
counties. f 
L. Randall, one of the most prosperous and influential business men of Moss Point, 
Jackson county, was born in New England, in the town of Richmond, N. H., April 17, 1810. 
He was reared on a farm, attending school two or three months of the year, and spending 
the remainder of his time in the duties that usually fall to the lot of the boys ona farm. At 
the age of seventeen years he went to Boston, Mass., and was employed there in a hotel two 
or three years. Early in the thirties he removed to New Orleans, making the trip on a 
schooner. He secured a situation in a cookery house which he filled three years. In 1839, 
to escape the yellow fever, he came from New Orleans to West Pascagoula, Miss., and 
stopped at the McCrea house, which was then owned by Governor McCrea, and was a very 
popular hotel. Later, he went to Mobile, Ala., and was clerk in the Mansion house, of which 
Charles Cullom, a man widely known throughout the South, was proprietor. In the year 
1840, Mr. Randall’s friends, in the spirit of a joke, brought out bis name as a candidate for 
the legislature against a prominent opponent. Greatly to the surprise of every one, he was 
elected by a large majority. He now declares that he knew nothing, and should have been 
on the farm, but he served through the session with much credit to himself. In 1S47 he 
was elected sherif! of Jackson county, and held the oflice six years. These two oflices are 
the only public positions he has held, or for which his name was ever offered. He was a 
member of the senatorial convention when Jefferson Davis made his tirst political speech. 
Mr. Randall was for some time a manufacturer of shingles at Seranton, Miss., and he has 
been in the mereantile and milling and steamboating business for many years. He is one 
of the old residents of Jackson county, and has witnessed many changes in the people and 
their surroundings. He has met with many ups and downs in his career, but with a buoy- 
ancy and courage characteristic of him he has risen to the top, and has made a success of 
every undertaking to which he has given his attention. He was married in 1842 to Miss 1. 
M. Delmas, of Pascagoula, by whom he has had ten children. 
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William F. Randolph was born in Virginia, December 7, 1832. His father, Robert Lee 
Randolph, was a native of Fauquier county, Va., and his grandfather, Robert Randolph, was 
a captain of cavalry in the Revolutionary war, and was captured by the celebrated Colonel 
Tarleton, and sent to England as a prisoner of war. This family are related to John Ran- 
dolph of Roanoke. They are also related to the celebrated Lee family of Virginia, our 
Robert Lee Randolph being a first cousin of Gen. Robert E. Lee. The history of these 
two distinguished families is, in a sense, the history of this great country. Mr. Randolph’s 
mother was Mary Magill, a danghter of Col. Charles Magill, who was an aid to Gen. George 
Washington and General Gates. He was wounded at Cowpens, when the colonial army was 
so badly defeated. The Magills were among the best known people of the Old Dominion. 
Our subject’s parents always resided in Virginia, on the old home plantation--Mastern View— 
which was in the family many years, and is now owned by Alfred M. Randolph, a brother of 
William F., and bishop of Virginia in the Episcopal church. Robert Lee Randolph and 
wife had four sons and one daughter. They were: William F., Alfred M., Beverly R., 
Buckner N. and Mary M., wife of Edward C. Turner, of Fauquier county, Va. All these 
children are residents of Virginia except William I*., and are people of prominence and 
respectability. Buckner M. served with distinction in the Confederate army during the late 

_war. William F. was reared upon the old plantation in Virginia. His education up to the 
time he was eighteen was acquired under private teachers at horae, but was very thorough 
and practical. A short time after reaching his eighteenth year the gold fever was at its 
hight in California, and our young Randolph gained his father’s consent and made the trip 
to that Eldorado via Panama. He mined there with varying success for five years, and in 
1855 returned to his old home in Virginia. The next year he came to Mississippi and located 
on Deer creek, in Washington county. He brought with him thirty or forty negroes, given to 
him by his father, and from the time he came to the state to the breaking out of the war he 
was a prosperous and prominent planter. On learning of the secession of Virginia he 
returned to his native state, joined the Sixteenth Virginia cavalry, as a private, and served four 
years, until after the Valley campaign against General Banks, and after that he was captain 

of a company he had recruited, and which was placed with General Ewell as a body guard. 
He served with him until at the second battle of Manassas General Ewell was severely wounded, 
when the company was sent to Gen. T. J. Jackson, celebrated in history as Stonewall Jack- 
son, to serve in like capacity. Sixteen men under the command of Captain Randolph con- 
stituted the guard on the night on which he received the wound that, with pneumonia, was 
the cause of his death. The loss of this gallant soldier was the dire result of a mistake 
incident to a panic among some raw North Carolina troops belonging to Lane’s brigade. Of 
the sixteen men who were the escort only Captain Randolph escaped, every one of them 
having been killed or mortally wounded, and he escaped only by spurring his horse right 
through the column, amid a galling tire. Captain Randolph saw much hardship and much 
active service, and was a gallant end intrepid officer. Oue of the tenderest chords of his 
nature is touched when he speaks of and recalls the death of his beloved commander. A 
short time after the battle of Gettysburg, Peno.. he was captured, and held a prisoner of 
war at Johnson’s island until the close of the war. When he returoed to Mississippi he found 
his slaves gone and his plantation devastated. He was united in marriage with Miss Nannie 
B. Carter, a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of Alfred G. Carter, one of the early 
settlers of Washington county, Miss., and a descendaut of au old and respected Virginian 
family. By this union he bas four children: Eleanor C., Alfred G., Hebe G. and Nannie 
B. Mr. Randolph’s plantation consists of six thousand acres of land, two thousand acres of 
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which are under a high state of cultivation. He has devoted his time to planting since he 
came to Mississippi with such success that he ranks among the well-to-do planters of this 
part of the state. He is a pnblic-spirited, liberal-minded citizen, and has at heart the 
development and advancement of all of the best interests of this county and state. 

W. T. Raney was born in Choctaw county, Ala., in 1862, but since 15583 has been a resi- 
dent of Lauderdale county, Miss., where he has been engaged in farming on his own account 


iy 
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since ISS4. After a short experience in merchandising, he found that planting was much 
more congenial to his tastes, and accordingly gave up the former calling to obtain his living 
from the soil. In ISS3 he made a purchase of land, which, by constant addition, now 
amounts to four hundred and sixty acres, all of which is exceptionally fertile land, well and 
carefully tilled. This land is loeated nine miles southeast of Meridian, and is devoted prin- 
cipally to the raising of cotton and corn. He has a large amount of timber land, on which 
‘is some of the finest longleaf pine in the state, and in addition to planting he is also engaged 
in lumbering. He has an interest in a sawmill plant, valued at $1,500, which turns off five 
thousand feet of pine lumber per day. Although the early educational advantages of Mr. 
Raney were poor, and the obstacles which beset his pathway many, yet he has surmounted 
all difficulties, soon paid off the debt which he owed upon starting out in hfe for himself, 
and is now well to do, aud highly esteemed by all who know him. Although he is still young 
in years he has already manifested business ability of a high order, and bids fair to become 
one of the wealthiest citizens of the county. He is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. In 
December, 1887, he was married to Miss Maggie Brewster, by whom he has three children: 
Daniel, Hiram and Eihel. W.T. Raney is a son of Daniel H. Raney, who was born in 
Georgia about 1816, and was afterward united in marriage to Miss Matilda Carlisle. 
William M. Rankin (deceased) was identified with the early history of Marion county, 
Miss., having removed there from South Carolina in 1818S. He was born in Virginia, Octo- 
ber 14, 1792. When he came to Mississippi be engaged in keelboating, which he carricd on 
successfully for many years. He was married in the year 1820, to Martha, daughter of 
John Warren, and a native of Georgia. The result of this union was the birth of eleven chil- 
dren, ten of whom grew to maturity: Eliza L. (deceased) was born February 25, 1521; Will- 
iam J. (deceased) was born November 20, 1522; Mary J. (deceased) was born January 9, 
1825; Martha R. (deceased) was born September 6, 1826; John W. (deceased) was born 
April 16, 1828; George W. was born March 31, 1830; H. Emily was born April 29, 1832; 
Wlizabeth A. was born January 13, 1834; Louisa (deceased) was born November 6, 1835; 
Thomas J. (deceased) was born August 24, 1537, and S. Ed was born October 4, 1839. 
William J. Rankin married Miss Linian Harvey, and they had born to them four children, 
three of whom lived to maturity: Sarah E., William and Eliza. John W. married Miss 
Mary J. enn, and to them were born five children: J. Warrea. Martha E., Floyd (wife of 
John Baylis), T. Jesse and Frank F. George W. married Miss Annie Fenn, and they 
reared five children: Harriet, Mary, Emily, Carrie and George M. Thomas J. had one son, 
G. Henry, a merchant at Spring College, Marion county. S. Ed married Miss Mary A. Ford, 
and unto them was born one son, S. Jesse. When the war between the North and South was 
begun in IS61, all the sons of William Rankin enlisted in the Seventh Mississippi regiment, 
‘and served faithfully and gallantly in the cause they had espoused. Jesse died at Brook- 
haven in ISG1, and William J. was assassinated -at his home before the conflict was ended, 
The Rankin family oceupy a leading position in the social and political circles of Marion 
county. All the offices within the gift of the people have been bestowed upon some member 
of the family, who in turn have shown a great aptitude and ability for the discharge of pub- 
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lie business. §. Ed Rankin occupies a dwelling whose walls, if they could speak, would 
unfold many pages of history. The house was probably erected as early as 1512, and was 
the first to be built on the Pearl river in Marion county. General Jackson occupied the 
house for a time during the War of IS12, and a stockade was erected about it. General 
Davidson, of the Federal army, with his division of cavalry, passed a night and a day there 
during the winter of 1864. In the same house was held a convention before the state of 
Mississippi was established, to fix the line of division between Mississippi and Alabama. 

Among the wealthy plantation owners of Jasper county, Miss., is 5. 8. Rateliffe, of Gar- 
landville. He was born in Perry county, Miss., in the year 1S21, and remained there during 
his early childhood. In 1526 he moved to Mobile with his parents, and there received a com- 
mon-school education and attended Penney’s college. His parents were born, reared and 
married in South Carolinay and removed to Mississippi in IS1V. They had born to them 
seven children, of whom 8. 8. Ratcliffe was the second. The father was a farmer by oecupa- 
tion, but in the period of 1830-5 was engaged extensively in milling at Mobile. He 
sold his mills in 1835, and was most of the time until 1839 engaged in merchandising. In 
the year last mentioned he removed from Mobile to Jasper county, Miss., where he was 
a successful planter until 1856, when he again became a merchant at Enterprise, Clarke 
~ county, and carried on a profitable business until his death, which occurred in November, 
1863. His wife survived until August, 1887. Both were worthy members of and liberal 
contributors to the Methodist Episcopal church. The subject of this notice spent a por- 
tion of his youth in Jasper county. He was united in marriage, in the year 1851, to Miss M. 
EK. Boulton, a daughter of A. A. Boulton, a farmer of Jasper county, Miss. Of this 
union were born nine children. Mr. Ratcliffe engaged in farming near Garlandville, Miss. , 
and followed this occupation until the breaking out of the late war. In 1863 he enlisted 
in Captain Porter’s company, and was in the siege of Vicksburg, where he was wounded. He 
served through the conflict, and after peace was declared he returned to his business, 
which he has continued ever since. Hé& owns fourteen hundred acres of choice land, six hun- 
dred acres of which are cleared aud under excellent cultivation. He has given the closest 
attention to the pursuit of husbandry, and has followed it both as an art and science. Among 
his neighbors he is esteemed very highly, and as a citizen he would be an ornament to 
any community. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity. 

John S. Ratliff, the pioneer of Verona, Miss., was born in Lincoln county, Ga., in 1806, 
a son of William and Mary Ratliff. He moved from Lincoln, Ga., to Monroe county, 
Ga., and there, in 1826, married Miss Grace Durham, a daughter of Matthew and Fannie 
Durham. He removed to Noxubee county, Miss., in 1833, and lived there about eighteen 
years. In December, 1850, he located at Verona, where he bought land of Newton Davis, 
and was a pioneer settler. Among the other early settlers here may be mentioned the 
Davises (Newton and Marion), Richard D, Scales and John Armstrong. The first store was 
opened here in. 1850 by John O’Carrell, and that was the nucleus about which grew up 
the present town, its development from that time having been very rapid. Mr. Rateliff 
engaged in merchandising, and also carried on planting to a considerable extent. Before the 
war he had at one time forty-two negroes, twenty-seven of whom were men. To Mr, 
and Mrs. Ratliff were born eight children: J’annie D., now Mrs. Armstrong; Lucy, now Mrs. 
Stovall; Mary, now Mrs. Ledbetter; Elizabeth A., now Mrs. Wear; Josephine, now Mrs. 
Caruth; Camilla, who became Mrs. Brown, and died in 1S90; Georgia C., now Mrs. Anthony, 
and James William, who is a resident of Texas. They are members of the Baptist chureh, 
and Mr, Ratliff is a democrat in pohtics. It was in 1850 that this pioneer began to clear 
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land at Verona, Miss. The Baptist church was organized there about 1$52 with eight mem- 
bers. Its first house of worship was a log structure. The present more sightly building 
was erected in 1862, and the membership is now seventy. Not only in church advancement, 
but in every respect has Mr. Ratliff witnessed great changes since coming here. When he 
came the country was practically a wilderness, almost untouched by the hand of progress. 
What memories of the past a comparison of the site of Verona forty years ago with the busy 
town of to-day must bring to him—-memories marked by successive steps in the work of civil- 
ization! All honor to the pioneer! Long may he be spared to enjoy the fruits of his toil, 
and to tell of the days before the railroad and the telegraph, the days of hardship and incon- 
venience, but of pleasures and sports unknown to the Mississippian of the present generation. 
It is such whose names most fittingly adorn the pages of local history. 

Capt. William Ratliff was born in Madison county, Miss., in 1882, a son of John Ratliff, 
a native of Tennessee. The latter removed to Alabama éarly in life, where he married Miss 
Catherine Denson, after which he resided for one year in Rankin county, Miss. At the end 
of this time he moved to Madison county, where he operated a plantation and kept hotel on 
the old Natchez road. In 1535 he moved to Rankin county, and during the year 
1849 he died. He accumulated considerable wealth, sufficient to give his children a good 
start in life, and also saw that they received fair educations. William Ratliff received 
his initiatory training in the common schools, and finished his education at St. Mary’s college 
of Bardstown, Ky. Upon finishing his collegiate course he devoted his attention to the 
management of his plantation until the opening of the war. On the great issue that gave rise 
to the war, Mr. Ratliff stood with a great number of the best men of his section in favor 
of secession, for which his first vote was cast. Early in 1861 he enlisted as a private in com- 
pany A, Highteenth Mississippi regiment, and was assigned to duty in General Lee’s army. 
In the winter of 1862 he was elected first leutenant of the company, and was afterward 
promoted to captain. His career as a soldier was marked by intrepidity and courage, and 
he was highly respected and esteemed by his superior officers, as well as those beneath him 
in rank. At the time of the surrender he was in charge of a brigade, and he refused to 
surrender until his little remaining squad was literally overpowered, even then refusing to 
surrender his sword to a Federal lieutenant who demanded it, telling him that he would not 
surrender to an officer beneath him in rank. After the war he conducted a mercantile estab- 
lishment for a short time at Forest, Miss., and in 1866 opened a similar business in Brandon, 
which he managed with remarkable success until he was burned out in 1S68, from which he 
suffered a complete loss of everything invested in the business. After this unfortunate cir- 
cumstance Captain Ratliff again took eharge of his plantation, to which he has since 
given his chief attention. He has prospered, and is now the possessor of about eighteen 
hundred acres of land, well improved and stocked. In addition to this he also owns a store, 
and does a business that is constantly on the increase. For many years he has taken an 
active interest in local and state affairs, and in ISSO he was elected a member of the state 
senate, serving one term. While a member of that body he was recognized as an able, 
conscientious and incorruptible member, and did admirable service for his section. He 
has recently been solicited by many friends throughout Rankin county to allow his name 
to be used as a candidate for the senate for the ensuine term, and should he be eleeted 
he will be ranked among the leading members of that body. He has been married twice, 
his first wife being Miss Margaret Lucey, who died one year after their marriage, in  1S60. 
In 1865 he was wedded to Miss Jennie Cavit, of Hinds county, by whom he has three sons 
and seven daughters. 
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Rey. William P. Ratliff is a Mississippian but was born in Leake county, on the 9th of 
February, 1847, his father, Z. L. Ratliff, being a native of Alabama. The latter took up his 
abode in Mississippi about 1828, and until he attained manhood he was a resident of Madi- 
son county. When a young man he became one of the early settlers of Leake county, and was 
married to Miss Sarak L. Adams, a member of a well known pioneer family of Attala 
county. Her father was a prominent member of the Methodist church, in which he was for 
many yearsaclass leader. ZL. Ratliff farmed up to 1856 in Leake county, at the end of which 
time he located and now resides in Attala county. He has been very successful as a planter, 
and is now in good cireumstances. He is one of the stewards of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and is a public-spirited and law abiding citizen. 
He served in the Confederate army for a short time under Colonel George. Rev. William P. 
Ratliff is the eldest of his five sons and five daughters, all of whom are living and allof whom 
are heads of families, with the exception of three. Mr. Rathff attained manhood in Attala 
county, and received his primary education in the common schools. The war came up and 
he joined the Confederate forces in 1863, first going into the service as a substitute for his 
father, but afterward joining on his own account. - He became a member of Colonel Lay’s 
regiment, Adams’ brigade, and did service in Louisiana until the close of the war. After 
its close he returned home and engaged in planting in Attala county, and on the 22d of 
October, 1868, he was united in marriage to Miss Cornelia B. Mitchell, a daughter of Albert 
Mitchell, a member of one of the old families of the county. Mr. Ratliff was left destitute 
at the close of the war and had to once more commence the battle of life for himself. Being 
a good manager and full of pluck he fought the battle of life bravely and successfully, and 
although his first purchase was small and on time, he succeeded in paying off the debt and 
soon after purchased more land. He now has three good plantations, comprising one thou- 
sand one hundred acres of land, and is one of the thriftiest planters of the county. One of the 
plantations is located near Ethel and on this place about eleyen aeres are devoted to straw- 
berries, at the raising of which Mr. Ratliff has had remarkable success. In 1866 he joined 
the Methodist church and in 1S78 was licensed to preach, since which time he has been a local 
preacher and is one of the prominent and leading members of the church in Kosciusko. He 
isa member of the A. F. & A. M., and in his political views is a democrat. He has held 
several local political positions in the county, and in 1875 was elected county assessor and 
made tivo assessments of the county. Mr. and Mrs. Ratliff are the parents of the following 
children: Anna L., Mary Belle, Sudie, John B., Zach M., Katie E., Florence C., Albert W., 
Pinkney and Grady. Mr. Ratliff purchased some excellent residence property in Kosciusko 
in 1890, and moved with his family to town in September of that year, for the purpose of 
~ giving bis children the advantages of the town schools. He is, himself, mostly self-edueated 
‘since coming to years of maturity. He has a well-selected library, and keeps well posted on 
the current topies of the day. He is progressive, enterprising and successful as a business 
man, and is a superior manager and a shrewd financier. He is very kindly and social in his 
manners, and is a man whom to know is to honor. 

Capt. William C. Raum is one of the leading citizens of Vicksburg, Miss., but was born 
in Charleston, Jefferson county, Va., in 1829, being the second child horn to the union of 
William C. Raum and Elizabeth Moody, both of whom were born in the Keystone state, the 
father being reared and educated in| Cannonsburg. He studied medicine at Baltimore, 
graduating from a fine medical institution of that city, and his first practice was done in 
Gettysburg. After a time be moved to Charleston, Va., where he made his home until his 
death, boing one of the leading medical practitioners of this town, His ancestors were of 
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German descent and were early settlers of what is now Shippensburg, Penn., his grandfather 
having been born in that town. The Moody family are of Irish lineage and became resi- 
dents of Pennsylvania during colonial times, the grandfather, Rey. John Moody, being born 
at Shippensburg on the 4th of July, 1776. Dr. William C. Raum died in 1563, but his 
widow survived him until ISSS, when she died at her old home in Virginia. They were 
earnest members of the Presbyterian church, in which the father had been an elder. Capt. 
William C. Raum received his education in Charleston academy and began life as a clerk in 
Virginia. In 1S4S he came to Vicksburg, Miss., and after working as clerk for some time 
engaged in the dry goods business for himself, but at the end of two years turned his atten- 
tion to auctioneering and the real estate business, which callings he continued to follow until 
the opening of the war. Although opposed to secession, when Mississippi withdrew from 
the Union he remained true to what he considered her interests, and in IS6L raised a com- 
pany for the Confederate army and entered the service as a first lieutenant. In about one 
month he was chosen captain of the company and participated in the engagements at 
Shiloh, Perryville, Murfreesboro, Nashville, Franklin, and all the battles of the Georgia 
campaign. He was paroled at Greensboro, N. C., after which he returned to Vicksburg, and 
for two years followed the ealling of a planter, being compelled to commence anew the 
battle of life, as nearly all his property had been swept away during the war. After giving 
up planting, be followed the calling of a clerk for a short time, and then secured an interest 
in a steamboat and became captain of the Era, No. 8, which plied on the Sunflower and 
Yazoo rivers. He continued as a steamboat captain for about seven years, then devoted one 
year to the auction and furniture business. In 1878 he was made deputy United States 
revenue collector for his district, and filled this position to the satisfaction of all 
concerned until ISS1. when he was appointed United States marshal for the southern 
district of Mississippi by President Arthur, and held the office for four years. In 
the month of April, 1890, he took charge of a trader ship in the Indian territory, 
but one year later, in the month of May, he entered the postoftice of Vicksburg as 
assistant postmaster, the duties of which position he is still discharging. He was married in 
1852 to Miss Ann Gwinn, a native of Virginia, who came to Vicksburg in youth, dying 
in Mississippi in 1565. The Captain’s second marriage took place in 1866, to Miss Augusta 
Henshaw, a danghter of Major Henshaw, of Louisiana, and resulted in the birth of five 
children, who are living: William C., who is chief clerk of the Singer Sewing Machine 
company of Mississippi and Louisiana; Emma, wife of Dr. Sherard, Vicksburg: Elizabeth, 
Jennie and John. The family are regular attendants at church, and although Captain Raum 
is not a member of any religious organization he gives liberally of his means in their sup- 
port. In appearance he is of medium stature, rather portly, has gray hair and mustache, 
and possesses agreeable and courteous manners. Raumyille is a beautiful suburb in the 
southern part of Vicksburg, consisting, originally, of about twenty-seven acres, on which 
many handsome residences have been built. It is proving very popular as a residence sec- 
tion, for it overlooks the river, and the view, as far as the eye can reach, abounds in beautiful 
scenery. Jt was laid out and named by Captain Raum, who now owns some fifteen of its 
dwellings. His own residence, whieh is in this suburb, is a very handsome one, and is sur- 
rounded by fine old forest trees. 

Maj. John Rawle, who is a leading business man of the city of Natchez, Miss., was born 
at Point Plaquemine, La., August 21, 1S37, being the youngest son of the late Judge Edward 
Rawle and Appolina S. C. Saul, daughter of Joseph Saul, of New Orleans. Judge Kdward 
Rawle was born in Germantown, a suburb of Philadelphia, September 22, lis, but was mar- 
ried in the city of New Orleans on April 19, 1827, his wife dying on February 27, 1844. The 
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Judge departed this life at New Orleans November 4, 1880. He was a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania on January 15, 1815, having been one of the founders of the Philo- 
mathean society of that institution in 1813. January 2, 1823, he was admitted to the Phila- 
delphia bar and afterward became a member of the Washington Benevolent society of 
Philadelphia, and on February 22, 1823, he delivered the annual address on Washington, 
before that body. In 1824 he moved to New Orleans, at which place he became the founder 
of the public-school system, and was a member of the first school board of the second munici- 
pality, acting as its president for many years. He was one of the founders, and a life mem- 
ber of the Second Municipal Public School Lyceum and Library society of that city, and in 
1839 was chosen attorney for the second municipality, in which office he served for several 
years. In 1So6 he was elected a fellow of the New Orleans Academy of Science, and for 
many years he was a prominent member of the Keystone association of New Orleans, and for 
a portion of that time acted as its president. Prior to this he was appointed associate judge 
of the city court and upon his retirement from the bench he resumed the practice of law, 
which he continued until advancing years forced him to retire from active life. He was a 
man of high aspirations, of noble character, and his brillant intellect was strengthened and 
enriched by the highest culture. His mind was well poised and analytical and the most 
difficult subjects were handled by him with ease. As a lawyer he was one of the most 
brilliant of his time and as an orator his style was pleasing, convincing and forcible, and 
impressed one at once with his depth of mind and breadth of views. His father was the 
~ distinguished jurist, William Rawle of Philadelphia, one of the honored and trusted friends 
of George Washington. He held the office of United States district attorney in Pennsylvania 
during that eventful era known as the whisky rebellion of that state, and in the prosecution 
resulting therefrom he acquitted himself with great distinction and ability. The crowning 
act of his life was his commentary upon the Federal constitution, written in 17587, in which 
he displayed remarkable judgment and a high order of statesmanship. So admirably were 
the objects of this work devised and so skillfully were they matured, that it became a 
standard text-book in many or all of the colleges of the United States at that time, and 
up to about 1860 was used in the military academy at West Point. <A life-size medallion 
of himself now adorns Medallion hall in the beautiful municipal buildings of his native city, 
Philadelphia. This distinguished family is of English descent. An ancestor of the Ameri- 
can branch came to this country with, and was secretary for, William Penn. = In 1724 
one Francis Rawle, wrote a work on political economy entitled Ways and Means for the 
Inhabitants of Delaware to Become Rich. This book was the first that was ever printed 
by Benjamin Franklin. A reprint, for private distribution, was made in 1878S, by William 
Brooke Rawle of Philadelphia, a copy of which, with the following letter, is full of interest, 
historically. 
PHILADELPHIA, March 23, 1878. 

My Drar Uscie: | have had reprinted a few copies of a small book, or pamphlet,as we should call 
it in these days, written by our ancestor, Francis Rawle, who came over with his father in 1686, from 
Plymouth, Devonshire, to settle here. LT send you a copy of it by book post. The only copy of the origi 
nal was lost for some years, and has but recently been found. T have fulfilled a vow, that in case the book 
should ever turn up, T would thus save it from oblivion. ‘The book is interesting for several reasons. 
Franklin told your father at Passy.in 1782, that this was the first book be ever printed with his own hand. 
It is supposed to have been the first book on political economy which issued from the press of this, if 
not of any American colony, When we consider that at the time it was written, 1724, there were few 
books and no libraries in this country, TP think the work shows its author to have been a man of consider 
able information and education, Yours very sincerely, 

WinniamM Brooke Rawr. 

Hon. Epwarp Rawse, 
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The following extract from the life of Benjamin Franklin, by Jared Sparks, refers to 
the preceding: 

“One day at his dinner table at Passy, France, surrounded by men of rank and fashion, 
a young gentleman was present who had just arrived from Philadelphia. He showed a 
marked kindness to the young stranger, conversed with him about friends he had left at 
home, and then said: ‘T have been under obligations to your family: when I set up busi- 
ness in Philadelphia, being in debt for my printing materials, and wanting employment, the 
first job I had was a pamphlet written by your grandfather. It gave me encouragement, 
and was the beginning of my success.’ This young stranger was the Hon. William Rawle, 
grandfather of the immediate subject of this sketeh. Maj. John Rawle was educated in 
New Orleans, and in 1808 began life as a mercantile clerk, but the coming clash of arms 
‘aused him to cast aside personal considerations to enlist as a private soldier, April, [S61], in 
the Louisiana guards, Drew’s battalion, and he was promoted through the various grades 
until in June, 1863, he was made major, and was appointed chief of artillery in General For- 
rest’s army. He was in many battles, and at all times was found in the performance of his 
duty, but providentially escaped without a wound. After the war was over he returned to 
New Orleans and embarked in the cotton commission business, but came to Natchez, Miss., 
in 1867 and began planting. In 1877 he founded his present business, that of an insurance 
and real estate agent. and as he is unerring in his estimate of values, his judgment is sought 
and relied upon by capitalists, who consider him one of the most cautious as well as enter- 
prising aud successful followers of the business. He is regarded as authority upon such 
matters throughout this section, and deals in all classes of property, from residence sites in 
towns to plantations in this and adjoining states. In his insurance branch he represents the 
best companies in the United States, and does a general business in life, fire, marine and tor- 
nado insurance. He is a practical business man in every sense of the word, possessed of 
untiring energy, and is one of the leading men of Natchez. By leniency, fair dealing and 
honest integrity he has won many warm friends. He was married in 1867 to Miss Elizabeth 
H. Stanton (see sketch of Stanton family), and to them seven children have been born: Juliet 
(wife of L. R. Martin), Bessie (wife of W. C. Martin), Ethel, Hulda, John, Jr., Georgie 
(deceased), and Cecil. Major Rawle and his family are members of the Episcopal church, 
and of this church he has been senior warden for many years. He is a member of the A. F. 
& A. M., the K. of H., the K. of P., the A. L. of H.,and the I. 0.0. FF. He is president of the 
M., A. & G. railroad, and secretary of the Mississippi Valley railroad. He has never 
been in politics, but he has been active in agitating railroad projects and other public 
enterprises for Natchez, and several of them may yet be developed for the future pros- 
perity of this city. The Major’s home is the mansion erected by his wife’s father in 1857, and 
is one of the most beautiful and stately of Southern homes which were erected in ante bellum 
days. It is furnished throughout in almost royal magnificence, and here he and his wife dis- 
pense hospitality with true Southern generosity to the numerous friends who delight to gather 
beneath their roof-tree. 

Dr. Robert W. Rea, a prominent physician and surgeon of Wesson, Miss., was born at 
Old Gallatin, the old county seat, in [S44, a son of George and Sarah (Simpson) Rea. His 
father was born in Clarion county, Penn., in ISOS, and the mother in Feliciana parish, La., 
in 1818. The former received a moderate education in his native state, and there also 
acquired a knowledge of the tailors trade. After leaving Pennsylvania, he worked as a 
journeyman tailor in New Orleans and Louisville, and in other places, finally locating at 
Gallatin about 1833, There he was married the following year, and lived during the balance 
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of his life, gaining a reputation us an honest, upright and progressive citizen. He abandoned 


o, with such suecess that he accu- 


his trade, however, before the war, and engaged in planting, 


mulated considerable property. Previous to the war, he served his county as a member of 
the board of supervisors, as school commissioner, and in other official positions. Not long 
after the war he was appointed sheriff of the county, in which capacity he served for a short 
time. Though he was not identified with any church, he was a strictly moral man. He was 
a member of the A. F. & A. M. aud I. 0. O. PF. He was a great reader, which rendered him 
conversant with general history and the Scriptures, and he was noted as being a fine conver- 
sationalist, and the fact that he was one of the pioncers of the county, made his reniiniscences 
‘peculiarly interesting for the residents of this part of the state. He was one of seventeen 
children born to Joshua and Sarah Rea, who were born and passed their lives in Pennsyl- 
vania, though his father was of Scotch origin. Mrs. Rea is still living, and is possibly the 
oldest inhabitant of the county. She is the daughter of Samuel Simpson, who is thought to 
have been born in Kentucky, and gone from there to Louisiana, where his wife died while 
Mrs. Rea was an infant, and where he married again and remained, Mrs. Rea being brought 
by her aunt, Mary Cairns, while yet an infant, to Gallatin when central Mississippi was an 
almost unbroken wilderness and inhabited chiefly by wild animals and Indians. Mrs. Rea 
is the mother of twelve children, six of them yet living: Captain William, now cireuit clerk 
of Copiah county (he was captain of company G, of the Twelfth Mississippi regiment, and 
served with the army of Virginia); George, deceased (he was first lieutenant of company G, 
of the Thirty-sixth Mississippi regiment, and died at Mobile, from the effects of a wound 
received at Nashville); Thomas, now at Port Gibson, was with company B, of the Twelfth 
Mississippi regiment during the entire war period; Dr. Robert W., our subject; Sarah E., 
wife of Capt. A. L. Ard: Anna, wife of Albert Carter; Ellen, who is unmarried. Dr. Robert 
received his primary education in the publie schools. It was not until after the war that he 
was enabled to take advantage of better educational opportunities. In 1862 he jomed com- 
pany G, of the Thirty-sixth Mississippi regiment, and fought at Farmington, Iuka, Corinth, 
Cold Water, and in the siege at Vicksburg: he was also with General Johnston’s army at 
Resaca, Ga., and fought in the Atlanta campaign, and back under Hood to Franklin aud 
Nashville, and on their retiring to Mobile, where he was detailed, and was located at Colum- 
bus, Miss., at the time of the surrender. During a portion of this time he held the rank of 
first sergeant. He was quite severely wounded at Corinth. 

Returning home, he taught school and read medicine with Dr. William Shan, of Galla- 
tin; graduated from the Louisiana university of New Orleans in 1869. After practicing for 
a few months at Gallatin, he located at Wesson, where he has since resided, and built up a 
Jarge and still growing practice, having come to be recognized as one of the leading physi- 
cians of the county, as well as one of its most prominent citizens. He is the owner of about 
seventeen hundred acres of good timbered and tillable land, all of which he has acquired by 
his own efforts. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and he and his family are members 
of and attendants upon the services of the Presbyterian church. He was married in IS74 
to Rilla E., a daughter of Capt. William and Mary (Calloway) Oliver. Mrs. Rea was born in 
Georgia and educated at Staunton, Va. She has borne her husband eight children, five of 
whom are living. She is a woman of fine intellect and attraetive social qualities, and is 
respected and admired by a Jarge circle of friends. Her mother died in ISS3. Her father, 
Captain Oliver, was born in Georgia in [S28, was reared there, and there was married at the 
ave of nineteen. About this time he removed to Louisiana and cugayed in merchandising, 
which he followed with murked success until the war, when he entered the Confederate sery- 
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ice, serving in the quartermaster’s department of the Western army, with a rank as captain, 
with creat distinction until the close of the war. After the war he located at Trenton, La., 
and again engaged in trade as a general merchant. A short time afterward he became a 
partner of John T. Hardy, a prominent and wealthy commission merchant of New Orleans, 
who was also owner of the Mississippi mills at Wesson, Miss. In 1570 the Captain pur- 
chased an interest in these mills, which then constituted only a small factory compared with 
the dimensions of the present concern. The following year the original mills were burned, 
but they were at once rebuilt on a much larger scale. Since his connection with the mills 
the Captain has devoted his entire attention to their management, and it is due in no small 
degree to his extraordinary business capacity that they have become one of the most complete 
and extensive cotton and woolen factories in the South. The Captain is a born financier, 
and possesses an indomitable will and energy combined with the best natural abilities. 
These qualities, backed up by his long business experience, have naturally made the Captain 
aman of wealth. He has gained a wide reputation as being one of the foremost business 
men and financiers of the South. When Dr. Rea resumed the battle of life after the war, he 
found himself so broken in fortune as to be practically destitute, but his devotion to his pro- 
fession and business interests has been so great that he has attained not only the highest pro- 
fessional standing but ranks among the prominent business men of this section. 

John J. Reaves, planter, Bently, has been a resident of Calhoun county, Miss., for the 
past forty years, and his prineipal oecupation during that time has been farming. He has 
attended to his adopted calling with such energy and thoroughness that successful results 
have been reaped, and he is at the present time possessed of a large tract of land, and has 
over two hundred acres under cultivation. His grandparents, Stephen and Sarah (Flowers) 
Reaves, were natives of Georgia, and the grandfather was accidentally killed while spiling 
posts in a water gap in that state. He was a democrat in politics, and he and wife were 
imembers of the Baptist church. She livedtobequiteaged. Both were very highly respected, 
and were the owners of considerable property. Of their nine children all hved to be grown, 
and one is now living, Mrs. Sarah Huckelby, who resides in the Lone Star state. The father 
of John J. Reaves, William Reaves, was the fourth in order of birth of this family. He was 
born in Virginia in 1S05, but was reared in Georgia, where in 1S27 he was married to Miss 
Sarah Lakey, also a native of the Old Dominion, born in 1810. There they resided until 
1852, when they emigrated to Mississippi, settled near Bentley, and there made their home 
until ISS7. The father was a very successful planter in early days, and owned a consider- 
able amount of property, but in a later period his fortunes were less bright.. He was in the 
Indian war in Florida in 1886. In polities he affiliated with the democratic party. He was 
a consistent meimber of the Primitive Baptist church, as is also his widow, who now resides 
with her youngest son near the old home place. Their family consisted of nine children, 
three, besides John J., now living: William, resides in Webster county, Miss. ; Josiah Thomas, 
also in Webster county; and Susan, wife of C. G. Bently. hose deceased were: Mrs. Sarah 
McDowell, died in Webster county, leaving four children; Mrs. Mary J. Rigell, died at 
Bentley, Miss.; Mrs. Amanda Tabb, died in Webster county, leaving one ehild; and Benja- 
min, died in Alabama from the effeets of a wound received during the war. The others died 


when small. John J. Reaves was born in Georgia in 1833, but attained his growth in Mis- 


-sissippi, whither he had moved with his parents. At thebreaking out of hostilities he enlisted 


in company B, Thirty-first Mississippi regiment, infantry, and served until the close of war. 
He was wounded in the ankle and foot near Dalton, and was captured at Baker’s creek in the 
first attack of Vicksburg, Miss.; taken to Indianapolis, Ind., and thenee to Fort Delaware, 
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Md., where he was exchanged four months later. He afterward returned to his regiment 
in Alabama, and at the time of the surrender was in the hospital. Irom that time to the 
present he has never been free from pain in his ankle from the wound. Returning to Mis- 
sissippi after the war he resumed agricultural pursuits, and in 1866 he was wedded to Mrs. 
T. J. Few, nee Tobitha Bently, widow of Jasper Few, who died during the war. By Mr. 
Few she had two children, William C. Few, and Susan, who died when ten years of age. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Reaves have been born two children, Samuel D., died near Denver, Colo., in 
December, 1889, at the age of twenty-two years, and J. Charles, who died at his home in 
1887, when seventeen years of age. William C. Few is the only child now living of either 
marriage. He was reared by Mr. and Mrs. Reaves, and resides with them at the present 
time. He was married to Miss Connie Douglas, a native of Bently, and the daughter of 
T. J. Douglas, who is now deceased, but who was sheriff of Calhoun county for some time. 
Mrs. Douglas resides on the home place in Bently, and bas seven living children. One, 
Dr. Thomas O., is a successful physician of Bently. In polities Mr. Reaves is a democrat. 
He was a member of the board of supervisors of Calhoun county, Miss., in ISSS and 1886, 
and he and Mrs. Reaves are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. He is a member 
of the Masonic fraternity, Atlanta lodge, of Chickasaw county, Miss. 

Dr. Joseph Redhead, one of the early settlers of Wilkinson county, and a prominent. 
physician and planter, was a native of England, and was born October 14, 1812, in Northum- 
berland county, and was the eldest of a family of three daughters and two sons born to John 

-and Anna Redhead, natives of England. When Dr. Joseph was seven years of age they 
eame to the United States and settled in Cincinnati, Ohio, where the father engaged in an 
iron foundry. The parents remained in that city until their respeetive deaths at advanced 
years. Dr. Joseph started out for himself at the age of sixteen years, and coming 
South clerked for a time in Alabama. He carefully saved his earnings, and returned to Cin- 
cinnati, where he read medicine under one of Cincinnati’s most prominent physicians, and 
later graduated with distinction from the Cincinnati Medical college. He then went to 
Springfield, Ill, where he practiced successfully for atime, during which period he became 
very well acquainted and was upon intimate terms with Abraham Lincoln, who took up his 
residence there in 1837. From Springtield the Doctor went to Peoria, where he remained 
several years practicing his profession. He finally started down the Illinois river on a_ flat- 
boat, his sole possession being a horse, saddle and saddle-bag. Landing at Natchez in 1834 
he rode to Woodville, and from there to Rose Hill, Amite county, where he practiced bis pro- 
fession, remaining with Mr. Eli Cappell for three or four years. He then came to Wilkin- 
son county and settled at Moutrose plantation, which had been the stand of several other 
physicians. This stand for doctors was the site of the Jackson academy, incorporated in 
1814 and named in honor of General Jackson. It flourished for a number of years and 
was the resort of many of the leading physicians of this county. After the college went 
down it was known only as the stand for physicians. The Doctor soon after settling at 
Montrose married, March 25, 1847, the lady of his choice in Amite county. She was Mary, 
the daughter of Agrippa and Margaret Gayden. The Gaydens were early settlers from 
South Carolina. Mrs. Redhead was born Mareh 17, 1830, and was from a family of three 
daughters and three sons, all of whom are deceased but Ivison G. Gayden, who served in 
the Mexican war. He now lives in Mast Feliciana parish, La., engaged in planting. George 
and Frank settled in Bolivar county, Miss. Frank was a soldier in the late war and was the 
first prisoner exchanged between the North and the South. He was captured in Missouri 


and exchanged the same day. He held a eaptain’s commission and died several years after 
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the war. George died in 1861. Minerva died in girlhood, and Mary became the wife of 
Mr. Redhead. Elvira married A. G. Cage, of Terre Bonne parish, La., a prominent sugar 
planter. She died in 1863, leaving six small children. Mary, mother of John A., was edu- 
eated in Liberty, Amite county, and died April 21, 1851. She was a member of the Presby- 
terian church. She was a good woman and a dutiful wife and mother. By this union were 
born two children, Mary H. and John A. Mary H. first married Dr. Hamilton, and upon 
his death a Mr. Morrill, and lives in Newburyport, Mass. John A. lives on the home place. 
Dr. Redhead was actively engaged in the practice of medicine until about the close of the 
war. He was a public-spirited man, but would not accept an oflice, and was a Jacksonian 
democrat. After the war he devoted his time and attention to his plantation. While being 
a man of social temperament, fond of life and its enjoyments, he was withal a philosopher, 
and always looked at life with practical though charitable eyes. He traveled a great deal, 
spending his summers in the cool resorts of the North. He was a natural mechanical 
genius—could make anything—and at one time made an artificial leg for General Brandon, 
and a hand for Albert Cage, the latter bemg so perfect that he could use the hand to write 
with. He died September 7, 1851, with congestion of the bowels. He came in possession of 
a large estate through his wife, and was among the county’s most respected and well-to-do 
citizens. He was a member of the A. F. & A. M. and the I. O. O. F., in which he took 
very active part until late in life. His son, John A., was born October 28, 1849, on the 
place where he now resides, and was educated at Albert Lyon’s high school, in Pike county, 
Miss., and by private tutors at home, and by his own exertions. He was married in 1878 to 
Miss Julia Norwood, of East Feliciana parish, La. She was the daughter of Judge Nor- 
wood, a very prominent man of Louisiana. Mrs. Redhead was educated in Clinton, Jua., and is 
a very highly respected and very estimable lady. To this union were born three children: 
Joseph, John and Ella. John A. served two terms as a member of the board of supervisors 
of this county, and was elected in 1878 to the legislature. He is devoted to his family, 
and is one of the most successful and progressive planters in the county. He has about 
one thousand eight hundred acres well under cultivation, and isa member of the A. F. & 
A. M. and kK. of H. He has a beautiful residence located near the site of the old Jackson 
academy, on an elevation of ground and surrounded with handsome shade trees. 

D. M. Redmond, of Osyka, Pike county, Miss., was born in this county, near where he 
now resides, December 6, 1525. Jesse Redmond, his father, was born in Barnwell district, 
S. C., April 4, 1791, came to Mississippi when a young man in 1812 and settled in the terri- 
tory now embraced in Pike county. February 7, 1825, he married here a Miss Elizabeth 
Carter, also a native of Barnwell district, S. C. After his marriage he located where the 
town of Osyka has since grown up, becoming a well-known planter. He served in the War 
of 1S12 as a soldier under General Jackson, and received a pension from the government 
until his death in 1876, whieh, after his death, was paid to his widow until she died, which 
occurred June 10, 1SSS.. D. M. Redmond is the eldest of a family of ten, of whom four sons 
and one daughter died young. He was reared in this county and received such an eduea- 
tion as was afforded by the publie schools. May 25, 1855, he was married at New Orleans 
to Miss Bridget Joyce, a native of Ireland, but who was reared in the state just mentioned. 
Soon after his marriage Mr. Redmond located where he now lives in Osyka, having previously 
purchased part of the old homestead of his father, adjoining the village. Although he has 
never operated on a very extensive scale, he has been a very successful planter and acquired 
a competency, owning at this time, besides his plantation, considerable residence property in 
Osyka. His political affiliations are with the democratic party. He has held many local 
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positions of trust and honor, being at this time mayor of Osyka and a_ justice of the 
‘peace. He is highly esteemed for his integrity and sterling qualities. He has three children 
grown to manhood and womanhood, and oceupying honorable positions in society. They 
are: Florilla, a young lady of superior education and fine abilities, who occupies the position 
of telegraph operator at Osyka; James M., a well-educated young man of good business 
capacity, who is the station agent at Aquila, Sunflower county, Miss., and Mary E., wife 
of P. E. riche. Mr. Redmond is a member and holds the oftice of treasurer of the 
Baptist church of Osyka. During his long life Mr. Redmond has been faithful to every 
trust reposed in him, and in every relation of life to which he has been called he has done 
‘his whole duty with an honesty of purpose which has been his distinguishing characteristic, 
and now in his old age he is loved and venerated by his family aud wide circle of friends, and 
is highly esteemed by the entire community. Among his mosi interesting reminiscences are 
those of his services in the Confederate army during the late war. In 1562 he enlisted 
as a private in company I’, of the Fourteenth Mississippi cavalry. He was soon promoted to 
be orderly sergeant, and as such served till he received his discharge at the close of the war. 
He participated in a number of important engagements and was captured at Liberty while 
on detached duty as courier for Colonel Dillon, and was held a prisoner of war at Liberty, 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans, but the most of the time at Ship island, where he was kept 
in close confinement until the end of the war came. During his military life Mr. Redmond 
often found himself in the thick of some of the hardest fought battles of the war, with mis- 
siles of war flying fast and furious on all sides of him, but he escaped, almost miraculously 
as it were, without even a bullet hole in his clothes. 

W. B. Redus, Shannon, Lee county, Miss. The Rev. J. W. Redus was born in Marion 
county, Ala., November lo, 1820. At the age of thirteen years he united with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, and in 1856 was licensed as a minister. He preached throughout 
northern Mississippi, and in 1863 enlisted in the Confederate service under Captain Welter- 
all. He passed through all the experiences of warfare, being taken prisoner in the battle of 
Kgypt; he was held twenty-two days, and then released. He was a son of William Redus. 
The father was born in Tennessee in 1796, and the mother in South Carolina in 1799. Her 
maiden name was Brown. John W. Redus was united in marriage November 20, 1845, to 
Miss Emily Saunders. She was a daughter of John I. and Catherine Gilberth. Their union 
was blessed by the birth of four children: Mrs. Catherine Cunningham, widow of William 
Cunningham; Laura, wife of C. A. Henly; R. C., a lawyer of Birmingham, Ala.; and W. B., 
the subject of this sketch. He was born in what was then a portion of Pontotoe county, now 
Lee county, Miss., March 31, 1550. . The war, with all its disasters, deprived him of a collegi- 
ate education, but he made the most of the opportunities that were afforded him in the 
ungraded schools of the country. When he left school he was employed as a clerk by W. M. 
Cunningham for a period of nine years. He acted in the same capacity for I. G. Thomas 
for four years. In September, 1575, he embarked in business for himself at Shannon, and 
has met with more than ordinary success. His long years of experience in the service of 
older merchants have been invaluable to him. He carries a stock of SLO,QO0, and does a large 
business. In 1872, November 27, Mr. Redus was married to Miss Sallie J. Wright, adaugh 
ter of Judge N. C. and J. WK. Wright, natives of Tennessee. She was born April 22, 1So4. 
Iter father was a soldier in the late war, and is a Mason of high degree. He is a strong 
advocate of prohibition, and is a member of the Tarmers’? Alliance and of the Knights of 
Labor. He is now a resident of Shannon, and has a wide circle of friends. At the age of 
twenty-one years he united with the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and has been an elder 
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of the church ever since. Politically he affiliates with the democratic party. His wife’s 
maiden name was Jennie McDaniels. She is now deceased. They had born to them six 
children: Mattie, wife of John Lasetter: James T.; Annie E. (deceased) was the wife of Silas 
Nelson; Mary E., wife of John S. Henley; Fannie (deceased) was the wife of G. A. Henley, 
and Sallie J., the wife of Mr. Redus. Mr. and Mrs. Redus are the parents of five children: 
Lena D., James N., J. Frank, Minnie Gertrude, and Fannie, the fourth-born, deceased. Mr. 
Redus is a zealous supporter of democratic principles, having cast his first presidential vote 
for Samuel J. Tilden. For thirteen years he was express agent at Shannon, and discharged 
the duties of this position with much promptitude. He and his wife are members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church, and he has been an elder since they united with the society 
in 1864. He has been a citizen desirous of aiding in the growth and development of the 
county, and has contributed both by giving his means and influence to all enterprises of 
public benefit. He has traveled over the United States, usually on business, but has seen 
nothing to compare with the sunny South. 

Maj. Thomas Reed, a citizen of Mississippi, who was esteemed as a man of high integ- 
rity and ability, and a lawyer of reliability and talent, was born on April 11, 1817, in Butler 
county, Penn. His father, Thomas Reed, was a native of the same state, and his mother, 
Mary Patterson, was from the state of Virginia. When only three years of age Major Reed’s 
parents removed to Warren ‘county, Miss., and in the neighborhood in that county known 
as Warrenton, about ten miles distant from the city of Vicksburg, which was then but a 
small village, Major Reed spent several of his happy boyhood years. He often referred to 
his childhood days in that vicinity as a pleasant remembrance. As early as [828 he came 
with his mother’s family to Natchez, and here and in the adjoining county of Jefferson he spent 
the remaining long and useful years of his life. When but a small boy his father died of 
yellow fever in Alvaredo, Mexico, whither he had gone on a business venture, leaving the 
widowed mother with very little means to support herself and several children. Still, she 
was a woman of persevering ability and energy, and above all a devoted Christian. By 
industrious effort, aided by the children themselves, she raised three of her children (the 
others having died while quite young) to honored manhood and womanhood, a comfort to 
her until her death, which occurred in the city of Natchez on November 18, 1863. Major 
Reed’s education was, by reason of his mother’s circumstances, limited to that obtained in 
ordinary day schools, and a short attendance upon Jefferson college, a high school for boys 
situated in the historic town of Washington, about six miles from Natchez. But he loved 
books, and soon learned to be a student. His reading was extensive and thorough, and he 
became a man whose mind was well stored with varied knowledge and useful information. 
His great attachment for books was shown by the large library of publications of the best 
grade which he accumulated. During his long life he made many addresses before schools 
and literary societies, and was always in thorough sympathy with the educational interests 
and efforts in the state of his residence. Acting often in the capacity of trustee, or asa 
member of the visiting committee to these institutions of learning, he also gave liberally of 
his means toward the support of the various colleges and schools. Major Reed was not only 
well known as a speaker and a lecturer, but was also known as a writer. Often did he give 
aid and encouragement to a worthy cause by well-written and strong communications to the 
state press, and to the journal that was the official organ of the church to which he belonged. 
In 1876, by appointment and request, he prepared a Centennial history of Jefferson ene 
where he then resided, which was published with many favorable comments. While erow 
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age, with his brother James, who was only two years his senior, though well matured for 
his age, he engaged in general merchandising on quite a large scale. But neither he nor his 
brother seemed suited to this kind of life, and their career as merchants was soon ended by 
an adverse turn in their business affairs, causing the failure of the firm of J. P. & T. Reed. 
After this they both studied law, but James P. Reed returned in a few years to his favorite 
work as a pharmacist, and Thomas Reed, having held the office of clerk of the criminal 
court for several years, entered upon the active practice of law, which profession he followed 
for nearly a half century, and until his death. These brothers, who had been so intimately 
associated with each other during their boyhood and early manhood, seemed now, by the 
vicissitudes of life, to be separated. For while quite a young man James P. Reed, moved by 
a spirit of adventure which always seemed strong within him, and a desire to champion the 
weak but deserving side of every struggle, went to Texas and fought with the noble men of 
that state for their independence. He was a brave and daring man. Having served also in 
the capacity of scout and special interpreter for Gen. John A. Quitman during the war with 
Mexico, and though advanced in years and enfeebled by former hard service, he enlisted in 
the Confederate army, and with the boys who wore the gray battled for the lost cause. The 
remaining years of his life were spent in the city of San Antonio, Tex., and in that place he 
died in July, 1887, after some years of suffering, caused by wounds and injuries received 
during his career as a soldier, leaving a wife and three sons, whostill live to cherish the mem- 
ory of a true man and kind father. 

Major Reed studied law with the well-known firm of Quitman & McMurran. General 
John A. Quitman, of that firm, was his warm personal friend. After practicing some years 
in Natchez he moved to Jefferson county in 1852, and there residing on his plantation two 
miles from the town of Fayette, he for about thirty years successfully followed his profes- 
sion. He then removed to Natchez, the home of his early days, and in this picturesque 
city of the bluffs he spent the remainder of his long and useful life in his chosen pro- 
fession. He was widely known as a lawyer whose character was above reproach, who 
would not stoop to any trick or dishonorable act, and his clients had great confidence in him. 
A brother lawyer, in referring to him, said, that he was an honorable, kind-hearted, courteous 
gentleman, who amid all the dusty purlieus of the law had kept the whiteness of his soul; 
that his strict integrity amidst all of the temptations of his profession was an eloquent and 
convincing evidence of a singularly pure and virtuous heart. He was a putriotie politician: 

-he loved his country, and was always willing to do what he‘could for its welfare and pros- 
perity. He was prominent in conventions, and made many political speeches, being gen 
erally a leader, but he was not an officeseeker; he did not follow politics for gain. The 
good of his native land was uppermost in his heart. He was for a Jong number of years a 
whig, afterward and during the remainder of his life a democrat. He volunteered for 
service during the Mexican war. His friend, General Quitman, appointed him major on his 
staff, but before he saw service the war had ended. However, the title of major followed 
him ever after. At the time of the Civil war, he opposed secession, but when his 
beloved Mississippi withdrew from the Union he felt it his first duty to fight for his own state, 
and he at once enlisted, and served as an oflicer of the Jefferson artillery until after the 
battle of Shiloh, when his health having entirely failed he returned to his home, and as soon 
as be sufliciently recovered he began duties as a civil officer of the Confederate cvovern- 
ment. He was glad when the unfortunate struggle was over, and was an active and faithful 
worker in the effort to restore to proper order and prosperity the affairs of the state. Major 
Reed was a faithful and consistent Christian, being from the time of his youth a member 
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of the Methodist Episcopal church. He followed closely the footsteps of his Divine Master. 
His heart seemed to overflow with love for his fellow-man. He was long engaged in the 
Sunday-school cause, being for about thirty-five years a superintendent. Through every 
portion of the state he was known as a Christian worker. He with soldier-like firmness 
championed the religion of Jesus, and at last gave his pure soul to his Captain, Christ, under 
whose banner he had served so long. Major Reed was twice married; in 1547 he 
married Lavinia West, the daughter of Charles West, who was a descendant of Cato West, a 
provincial governor of Mississippi. This lady a few years after her marriage died, leaving 
two children, Kate, who died when about fourteen years of age, and Charles W., who now 
resides in the city of Natchez. In October, 1852, he married Miss Mary J. Forman, the 
daughter of Stephen S. Forman and Keziah Howell. This marriage took place at the 
very historic residence on Springfield plantation in Jefferson county, which was then and 
for d long number of years owned by the late William Holmes, one of the honored 
citizens of the state, who was a dear and fatherly friend of Mrs. Reed. This residence is a 
substantial brick structure, erected over one hundred years since by Thomas Green, one 
of the pioneer leaders of the state, aud a relative of both the West and Forman families. It 
was on this place that Gen. Andrew Jackson was married, and near it that Aaron Burr was 
captured. Both the West and Forman families were among the oldest and most prominent 
in the state; the two families being closely connected and related. To Major Reed and 
his second wife five children were born: Mary, who married Jacob Guice, and died 
some vears since; Janie, who died in infancy, and Susan Holmes, Richard Forman and 
Thomas James, all of whom now reside with their mother in Natchez, Miss. The tender 


~deyvotion and loving care shown by Mrs. Reed to her husband during the closing years of 


his life is a blessed memory now to their children and friends. In truth, the kindness of 
heart and unselfishness of service to all with whom she is associated, have drawn to Mrs. Reed 
many loving friends. While Major Reed was early separated from his brother, as has been 
stated, still during the long years of his life he has been closely associated with his sister, 
Mrs. Susan RK. Guice, who was the wife of the late Stephen L. Guice, an able lawyer and 
good man. She is a woman of many excellent traits of character, having a clear and strong 
intellect, a tender, loving heart, and with all being a consecrated Christian, it is a privilege 
to be with her, and she is held in high esteem by a large circle of friends. Mrs. Guice 
survives her brother and now resides with her daughter, Mrs. FP. A. Dicks, in the city of 
Natchez. 

After having lived seventy-four years of active usefulness, on August 4, IS91, in the 
city of Natchez, where he had.so long resided, Major Reed passed from his earthly dwell- 
ing-place to his eternal home in heaven. During his last sickness he was tenderly eared 
for by his family and many friends. The creat esteem for him by the people was shown 
at his funeral, when every class of persons was largely represented, besides the attendance 
in a body of the Masonic fraternity, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Con- 
federate veterans. He had been for nearly half a century a member of the I. O. O. F., 
and was the oldest living past grand master of the order. 

He also took an active interest in the two other associations named. He was a good 
man, a patriotic citizen, a consecrated Christian. His life was an honor to his state, and 
the beneficial influence therefrom will be felt for long years to come. The following is a 
portion of a notice of Major Reed’s life, published a day or two after his demise in an inthi- 
ential Southern newspaper: ‘‘ Major Reed has from early manhood taken a great interest 
in politics, Though he was never an ofticeseeker be always took a prominent part in the 
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councils of the democratic party. During the Mexican war he was appointed to the rank 
of major on General Quitman’s staff, but the war closed before he saw any active service. 
He served in the late Civil war in aid of the Confederate cause. He was, at the time of 
his death, the oldest living past grand master of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
in the state. For more than forty years he had been a prominent member of this order. 
From early boyhood he was a member of the Methodist church, and he lived a sincere and 
faithful Christian life. One who knew him well said to the writer this morning that he 
made it a rule never to allow anything to stand in the way of church duties. He said 
further that he had never seen him absent from Sunday-school in the Jefferson Street church 
until he was taken sick two weeks ago. Major Reed leayes a devoted widow and a family 
of three sons and one daughter, all grown, to mourn his death. To them and his numerous 
relatives and friends we tender our sympathy. The funeral proceeds from the Jefferson 
Street Methodist church at five o’clock this evening. The Mississippi lodge of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd T'ellows will attend in a body.” 

W. 5S. Reed, Free Run, was born in Yazoo county, Miss., in 1547, and is the son of J. H. 
and Elizabeth L. (Hurst) Reed. The father was born in Adams county, Miss., and is a son 
of the Hon. Thomas B. Reed, United States senator, of Adams county, who settled in Mis- 
sissippi about the year 1816. Senator Reed died in 1829. The mother of our subject was 
a daughter of Thomas Hurst, a pioneer of Adams county. J. H. Reed was educated in 
Kentucky at Center college, and settled in Yazoo county in 1857. He opened up and 
improved a large plantation near Benton, where he was an influential and honored citizen. 
He died in 1874, but his wife still survives. They reared a family of four children, two of 
whom are deceased. Ella H., wife of J. W. Waterer, and Betty, wife of W. E. Philipps, are 
not living; Mary C., wife of Dr. J. E. McGehee, and W. 5S. are the other members of the 
family. ‘The maternal grandfather was a native of Virginia, from which state he removed 
to Mississippi in the year 1806. Mr. Reed spent his boyhood and youth in Yazoo county, 
where he received his education. In 1864 he entered the Confederate service, enlisting in 
company K, Woods’ Mississippi cavalry. He was at Gainesville, Ala., at the time of the 
surrender in 1865. After the close of the war he-engaged in farming. In 1860 the family 
had settled on the place which he now occupies. It now covers an area of four hundred 
and forty acres, two hundred being under cultivation. Mr. Reed was wedded in 1869 to 
Miss Florence Hurst, a daughter of Chatham and Ann (Gaskins) Hurst, who were from Vir- 
ginia. Six children have been born of this union: I. Shelby, John H., Chatham, William 
and Pearl (twins), and Dudley. Mrs. Reed and the eldest son are members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. Mr. Reed belongs to the Knights of Honor, and is reporter of his 
lodge. He has always discharged his duties of citizenship faithfully, and is a man who has 
the entire respect of the community. 

Among the representative, thoronghgoing and efficient officials of Prentiss county, Miss., 
there is probably no one more deserving of mention than Hon. W. H. Rees, chancery clerk, 
Booneyille, Miss., for his residence within this state has extended through his entire life, his 
birth occurring in Tishomingo county:(now Prentiss), near Rienzi, in 1S47. He is a son of 
John and Elizabeth (Whitaker) Rees, and grandson of John Rees, a native of Virginia, who 
was one of the early settlers of Lincoln county, Tenn. The Whitaker family were originally 
from Kentucky. Grandfather Whitaker was a wealthy planter and a very aetive member of 
the Baptist church, taking great interest in all religious matters and building echurehes where 
he lived. The parents of W. H. Rees were natives of Lincoln county, Tenn., and came to 
Mississippi about 1534 or 1856, settling in Tishomingo county, where the father became one 
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of the most prosperous and successful planters of the county, a model farmer in every 
‘respect. He died in 1559 at the age of fifty-eight years. He was a democrat in polities, 
was never an officeseeker, but took a very active part in political matters, and was influential 
in the politics of the county for some time. He was a member of the Methodist church, 
and socially was a member of the Masonie fraternity. Previous to his death bis wife had 
received her final summons. They were the parents of nine children, five of whom are yet 
living: Mrs. Anna Bynum (of Rienzi), Mrs. Mary Bynum (of the same place), R. A. (resides 
in Lincoln county, Tenn.), Hardy W. (makes his home in Prentiss county) and W.H. Those 
deceased died young, with the exception of the eldest son, Jordon L., who was killed in the 
storm that swept over the county in IS75.  W. H. Rees was the sixth in order of birth of 
the above mentioned children. He espoused the cause of the Confederacy, and at the break- 
ing out of hostilities between the two sections he enlisted in company A, Thirty-second Mis- 
sissippi regiment infantry, and served until the Sth of October, 1862, when he was wounded at 
the battle of Perryville, losing his left arm from the shoulder from the explosion of a shell. 
He was the first one of his company injured, and was captured by the Union soldiers. He 
was confined at LouisviJle but a short time, and was then exchanged at Vicksburg in Decem- 
ber of the same year. After this he served in the quartermaster’s department at Montgomery, — 
Ala., until the close of the war, being paroled at Columbus, Miss., in May, 1865. Return- 
ing home he entered school at Oxford in 1868, and graduated from the law department of 
that institution, in a class of twenty, in 1869. He subsequently located at Booneville, Miss., 
and practiced his profession until finally ill health drove him to his farm. When he returned 
to his profession he was elected a member of the legislature for Aleorn and Preutiss coun- 
ties as a floater, serving two terms, andin 1883 he was elected chancery clerk, and re-elected 
in 1887 without opposition. In politics he is active for the interests of the democratic party, 
and the very efficient manner in which he has discbarged the duties of the different official 
positions he has held and is holding, testifies to the wisdom of the people’s choice. The con- 
fidence they have in him is intelligently placed, for they have known him from boyhood and 
have had every opportunity to judge of his character and qualifications. He was married in 
Hinds county, Miss., to Miss Mary Farris, a native of Tishomingo county, and the daughter 
of A. J. Farris, who is a near relative of the Sivleys of Hinds county. Mrs. Rees was edu- 
cated at Jacinto, and in a select school near Tuka, Miss., taught by Mrs. Brame. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rees are the parents of these children: John Jordon, Louise, William H., Jr., Mary 
Annie, Hamilton Sivley and Jefferson Davis Boone. Mr. Rees is a Knight of Honor, and he 
and wife are members of the Methodist church. Mr. Rees’ house, with most of its contents, 
was burned in 1S91. 0 They had a beautiful and pleasant home. 

Jesse J. Reeves, of Summit, was born in Pike county, Miss., November 14, 1820. He 
is the eldest of nine children born to John and Martha (Price) Reeves, both natives of South 
Carolina, John Reeves came to Mississippi in 1811, when the place was a territory inhabited 
by the Indians and wild beasts. He engaged in planting; which he continued until his — 
death, which occurred in 1861. He was well known as one of the pioncers of the state. 
Jesse Reeves’ paternal grandparents were Lazarus and Elizabeth Reeves, natives of Vir- 
ginta. His grandfather settled on a farm about one-half mile from the present residence 
of Mr. Reeves. His maternal grandparents were William and Elizabeth Price, natives of 
South Carolina. Our subject was reared and educated in Mississippi, attending the private 
schools near bis home. He is now a planter and owns four hundred and forty acres of 
land, about two hundred and fifty acres of which are under cultivation. In IS4S he was 
married to Miss Olive MeCollough, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of William 
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McCollough. To them have been born twelve children: Mary A., Sarah J. (now deceased), 
James R. G., Tabitha, William H. C., Vashti P., Jasper M., Hannah E., John E., Martha 
A., Reuben W. (also deceased) and Dolly. Mr. Reeves and his family are members of the 
Baptist church. Mr. Reeves did not start out in life for himself until the age of twenty- 
eight years, and when he did begin for himself he had no means, but by close application 
and careful management has sueceeded in collecting enough of this world’s goods to live 
very comfortably the rest of his life. He is descended from one of the oldest families in 
the state, who were of English-Irish origin. Mr. Reeves is a Mason and a member of the 
Farmers’ Alliance. He is deeply interested in all enterprises tending to the public good, 
and is a liberal contributor to the same. 

William 8. Regan (deceased). Among the earliest settlers who came to Marion county, 
Miss., and endured the privations and hardships incident to pioneer life, was John Regan, 
a native of North Carolina. He was married and reared a family of five children: Stephen 
A., Joe, William 8., Naney P., and Mary A. Stephen A. Regan married Elizabeth Apple- 
white, and they had thirteen children born to them, ten of whom grew to maturity: Ralph, 
Sarah A., John A., Mary J., William S., Nancy P., Rebecca E., Joe R., Melissa, and Thomas 
G. William $. Regan married Catherine Pittman, and they bad a large family of children: 
Robinson, Rufus, Henry P., Elizabeth, John, Sarah, William P., Stephen A., Willis, and 
Nancy P. William 8. Regan, son of Stephen A. Regan, was born April 27, 1832, and in 
1851 he was married to Sarah A. Loe, by whom he had five children: Elizabeth, James K., 
Corinne, Abigail, and Caroline. The motber of these children died in 1863, and the father 
was married a second time, being united to Mrs. Susan Luter, widow of John Luter, and 
daughter of Daniel Scarborough. Eight children were born of this marriage: Mary J., 
Joseph, Willy, Nettie, Thomas G., Stephen A., Laura, and William H. Mr. Regan was an 
excellent business man and accumulated a considerable amount of property. At the time of 
his death he owned a large tract of land six miles south of Columbia. He was an honored 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and being possessed of many sterling traits of 
character, he had won an enviable position in the community in which he had resided so 
many years. 

Judge H. P. Reid (deceased), was born April 25, 1839, at Greensboro, Ala., and was a 
descendant of an old and much honored family. He was left an orphan at an early age and 
was adopted by an uncle, Harrison P. Maxwell, who was one of the leading farmers of 
Tippah county. The Christian name of the uncle was given to young Reid. About the 
year 1854 or 1855 he was apprenticed in the Ripley Advertiser office, and before the war, and 
“when still quite young, he worked on the Bulletin and other Memphis papers. When war 
was declared between the states he promptly entered the Confederate army and served with 
eredit and ability throughout the entire struggle. He afterward entered the political field, 
served in the legislature and in party conventions, and was the means of accomplishing a 
great deal of good for the democratic party and the state of Mississippi. He was very con- 
servative, and by his course set a good example in the community by which he was honored 
as a public servant and esteemed as a citizen. Judge Reid removed to Friar’s Point before 
the war, and returning to that point after that eventful period he was almost without means, 
He started the Couhomian and conducted that paper for several years. During that time 
he studied law and was admitted to the bar in his county, afterward practicing in the 
courts of his own and adjoining couaties and in the supreme court of the state at Jackson 
until the time of bis death on the 3d of March, ISS4, when but forty-five years of age. He 
was a self-made man in every sense of the word. He was married in IS69 to Miss Mary 5. 
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Robinson, who now resides in Friar’s Point, and to this union were born the following 
children: James Baxter, Alexander Mortou, Frank Rochester, Harry Patton, Louie Wortham 
(died at the age of six months) and Samuel Warren (who also died in carly boyhood). The 
Judge received his final summons at his home, from the exposure suffered on his trip td 


- Jackson, Miss., to defeat a county site removal bill before the legislature. At his death he 


~ left a widow and five sons, one child having preceded him. He was the nephew of Dr. 
Bryan, a Presbyterian minister of Memphis, but he and his wife were members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church South. He was tall and well formed, with dark brown hair, fair 
complexion and blue eyes. 

Joseph Reid has for many years been noted for honorable, upright dealing, and his 
record is a clean and worthy one. The first of his family of whom he had any definite knowl- 
edge was his grandfather, Joseph Reid, who was of Scotch descent but a Virginian by birth. 

* Daring the Revolutionary war, with three brothers, he served in that struggle against the Brit- 
-ish, holding the rank of hentenant. He became a well-to-do planter of South Carolina, 
in which state he, for some time, filled the position of magistrate. He was also married in 
that state to Miss Isabella Baskin, of Irish descent, but a native of the Palmetto state. He 
died about 1830, and his widow in 1845, both being members of the Presbyterian church at 
the time of their deaths. Their son, Thomas B. Reid, the father of the subject of this 
sketch, was reared in Pickens district, S. C., his boyhood being spent on a farm. He was 
one of a family of three sons and six daughters, being the eldest son and the second of the 
family in order of birth. He received a common-school education, and throughout his entire 
life followed the calling of a planter, to which occupation he had been reared by his father. 
In 1823 he was married to Miss Sarah Nicholson, a native of Pickens district, S. C., and a 
daughter of William and Martha (Richardson) Nicholson, her father having been a planter 
in good circumstances, and died about 1520, being survived by his widow a number of years. 
In 1834 Thomas B. Reid removed with his family to Sumter county, Ala., where he remained 
one year, then came to Mississippi, reaching Chickasaw county December 20, 1835. He 
immediately purchased a section of land, and the succeeding year purchased a half section, 
and by the time of his death had accumulated a good and valuable property. He was in the 
war with the Seminole Indians, and was ensign in Captain Kelly’s company. He died in 
1855, his wife’s death occurring in 1845, the latter being an earnest member of the Presby- 
terian church. They became the parents of eleven children, eight sons and three daughters: 
Joseph, William R., president of the topographical and engineering corps of Argentine Con- 
federation, South America; Isabella (deceased), Thomas B., who was killed in Virginia dur- 
ing the Civil war; Samuel, who resides with the subject of this sketch; Lemuel N., who 
resides In Houston; Evan R., who was killed during the war at the battle of Seven Pines; 
Martha, widow of John G. Brooks, of Opelousas, La.; Sarah (deceased), Warren D., who 
resides with the subject of this sketeh, and George, who was killed in the battle of Gaines’ 
Mill, Va. The boyhood days of Joseph Reid were spent in his native state and Chick- 
asaw county, Miss., and up to the age of seventeen years attended the common country 
schools five or six months throughout the year. At the age of twenty-one he began life for 
himself as an overseer on his father’s plantation, continuing until the latter’s death, when he 
purchased a portion of the old home place, afterward adding an addition to his share. He 
is now the owner of four hundred acres of fertile and well-tilled land. He was eaptain of 
militia prior to the war, and in 1862 was elected a member of the board of police, in which 
capacity he served until 1565 or 1869. From 1870 to 1872 he was a member of the board 
of supervisors, and in the discharge of all his official duties he was intelligent, faithful and 
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active. He is a member of the Presbyterian church, and is unmarried. His brother, War- 
ren D. Reid, was a sergeant in company H, Eleventh Mississippi, and while with the army 
of Virginia was wounded in a skirmish, from the effects of which he lost the use of his left 
arm. He was elected to the position of cireuit clerk in ISS6, the duties of which he faith- 
fully discharged for two years. In December, 1865, he was married to Miss Jane McJunkin, 
a native of South Carolina, by whom he became the father of eight children, seven of whom 
are living: L. B., a teacher in Palestine, Tex.; Bessie C., Joseph B., James M., Minnie, Sam - 
uel EK. and Warren D. Lemuel N. Reid, another brother of Joseph Reid, was in the same 
company as his brother, Warren D., during the war, and while in the battle of Gettysburg 
received two severe wounds in the thigh. After remaining at home on furlough for some 
time he soon recovered from the effects of his wounds, and endeavored to rejoin his com- 
mand, but owing to communication being cut off he was unable to do so, and joined a cavalry 
‘couipany, with which he served in the winter of 1864-5. -He was married to Miss Anna 
Moffett, a native of Houston, Miss., and a daughter of William Moffett, by whom he became 
the father of four children: William J., Harriet, Sarah and Thomas B. Samuel Reid, 
another brother, was also in company H, Eleventh Mississippi, and was captured at the bat- 
tle of Gettysburg and taken to Fort Delaware, whence he escaped with a companion, and 
made his way to the Confederate lines. He went to the Black Hills during the gold fever, 
where he remained ten years. He is now the postmaster of Ridge, Miss. He is unmarried. 

D. Reinach, merchant and planter, Riverton, Miss. The firm of Frank & Reinach, at 
Riverton, Bolivar county, Miss., carry a stock of goods valued at $20,000, and do an annual 
business of about $100,000. They are live, energetic business men, and in their dealings 
and representations, merit the esteem with which they are regarded. In 1884 they erected 
their large store building, one of the largest in the county, and their stock of assorted 
merchandise is of a character to suit the locality. Mr. Reinach was born in Bavaria in 1542, 
and his parents, Samuel and Mena (Arent) Reinach, were natives of that country also. There 
they passed their entire lives, the father dying in 1859 and the mother in 1875 or 1876. 
D. Reinach was educated in Bavaria and in 1860 came to the United States, residing for a short 
time in New York, after which he went to Cincinnati, O., and from there to Chicot county, 
Ark., where he clerked in a store at Grand Lake for nearly two years. He then came to 
Bolivar county, Miss., followed the same occupation for a short time, and then entered 
the Confederate service, Company H, First Mississippi cavalry, called Bolivar troops, and 
served in this company under Captain Montgomery during the entire war. He speaks in 
the highest praise of his late Captain, and quotes him as being one of the bravest and most 
fearless soldiers. Mr. Reinach embarked in business at Carson’s, this county, in 1865, and 
there remained until 1869, when he came to his present locality, then called Pride’s Point, 
but since changed to Riverton. He is a self-made man in every seuse of the word, and 
although he could hardly speak the English language when coming here, he has, by his 
industry, good management and strict attention to business, become one of the most prosper- 
ous men in the county. The business grows under his supervision and is annually increasing. 
He also has a large plantation interest, about four thousand aeres, and has two thousand 
acres of this under cultivation, it being thoroughly improved with gins, good buildings, ete. 
He has been postinaster at Riverton for a long time and was county treasurer for four years. 
Although formerly quite active in polities, he gives very little attention to the political 
issues of the day at the present time. He is a member of the Masonie order. He has a fine 
residence at Riverton and one of the largest orchards in the county. 


The following is a brief sketch in memory of Isaiah P. Rembert, one of the most promi 
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nent pioneers or landmarks of early Mississippi. He was born in {$26, a son of John and 
Sarah Rembert, natives of South Carolina, who moved to Louisiana and from there came to 
Mississippi in 1820, He was one of nine chlidren: George, Judith, Naney, Andrew, 
Amelia, Frank, Isaiah, Melissa and Sarah, all of whom are citizens of their native state aud 
deserving of a remembrance in the memorial pages being dedicated to the subject of this 
sketch, who chose for his career, in his early manhood, a farmer’s life. He was reared 
amidst the surroundings of a pioneer life. In 1850 he married Sarah Holliday, born in 
Copiah county in 1830, a daughter of John Johnson and Mary (Mangum) Ainsworth Hollt- 
day, the latter a daughter of James and Elizabeth Ainsworth. The former was a native of 
Georgia, the latter of Christian county, Ky., and they emigrated to this state in 1520, and 
here lived until death summoned them. They will be remembered as having been good 
citizens and useful workers in the Master’s cause. At the opening of the war Mr. Rembert 
was a prosperous and contented man, whose large accumulations were due to his diligence 
and good management; but, like all true Southern men, he answered his country’s call, 
leaving bis happy home and large, splendid plantation of eleven hundred acres to the 
supervision of his wife and her mother, the latter, though, preferring her own home, living 
with her daughter, her Christian virtues, benevolence and experience rendering her capable 
of giving advice, such as none could fear to follow. © Barly in the war Mr. Rembert eulisted 
in Captain King’s company as lieutenant, in which office he served faithfully, but. owing 
to his corpulency, he was considered untit for active duty, and was transferred to the com- 
missary department, in which he served until the close of the war. After the war he again 
engaged in planting, combining with his farm occupation the raising of hogs and horses. 
His widow resides on the old homestead. She has no children. Mr. Rembert was a meim- 
ber of the Hazlehurst lodge A. F. & A. M. In religious faith he worshiped with the 
Methodists. His wife is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. The Rem- 
berts are of French descent, the first of the family having come to America and settled in 
South Carolina, before the war of the Revolution, in which they faithfully served their foster 
country. Mr. Rembert died April 8, 1SS4, after a protracted illness. His widow is a lady 
noted for her gentle, refined ways, and the modesty which is characteristic of her. 

Isham B. Rembert, D. D. S., was born in Copiah county, Miss., July 14, 1859, the 
youngest of six children born to Frank M. and Sarah E. (Patrick) Rembert, natives of Mis- 
sissippi, the former being born and reared in Copiah county, where he obtained such eduea- 
tion as could be had in the common schools. He was reared on a farm and trained to hard 
work, but in later years he turned his attention to merchandising, in which he became very 
successful, accumulating valuable property. He is now residing in Hazelhurst. His father, 
John Reinbert, was a native of South Carolina but emigrated to Mississippi in early life and 
was one of the first settlers of Copiah county. Isham B. Rembert received a good Kneglish 
education in his native county and in ISST graduated in dental surgery from the Indiana 
Dental college at Indianapolis, Ind., immediately after which he located at Fayette, Jeffersou 
county, where he practiced one year. At the end of this time he became a practitioner of 
Natchez, but in 1883 came to Jackson, where he has since remained. He has been exeeption- 
ally successful in the practice of his profession and now controls a large and lucrative 
patronage, which he well deserves, for he is careful and painstaking in his work and keeps 
fully abreast of the times in his profession. He is first vice president of the Mississippi 
State Dental association and is a rising young dentist, sure to make his mark in the world. 
He is gentlemanly aud courteous in his intercourse with his fellows, and isa worthy member 


of one of the oldest and best known families of the state. In ISSS he was married to Miss 
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Alma Eyrich, a native of Mississippi, and daughter of George C. and Virginia Eyrich, but 
in 18S9 was called upon to mourn her untimely demise. He is a member of the Episcopal 
church. 

Kd. J. Rew, planter, Sageville, Lauderdale county, Miss., is a son of Southey Rew, 
who was born in Currituck county, N. C., about 17SO0, and was in the second war with Great 
Britain. His father, Southey Rew, was a patrict of the Revolution and figured in that 
struggle with distinguished credit. Southey married Mrs. Panme Rew, of Craven county, 
N. C., about 1805, and died in December, 1886. Their son, Ed. J. Rew, was born on the 
banks of the river Neuse, Craven county, N. C., on March 31, ISl5. He moved 

-to Alabama in 1837, settled in the cane brake region, and remained there for fifteen years. 
He came to Lauderdale county, Miss., in 1852, settled in the southern portion, seven miles 
from Meridian and ten miles from Enterprise, Clarke county, where the weight of his energy 
and enterprise has been felt in church and state. He served as justice of the peace in his 
early manhood and sustained himself in that capacity, as only one appeal from his decision 
was ever made. He was married in 1559) to Miss Eliza J. Hooks, daughter of Charles Hooks, 
and granddaughter of Hon. Charles Hooks, of North Carolina, but afterward a citizen of 
Montgomery county, Ala. Mrs. Rew was educated at the Presbyterian institute at Tusca- 
loosa Ala. She is related to the celebrated Whitfield and Haywood families of North 
Carolina. Mr. Rew followed the trade of a mechanic in Alabama and was forward in devel- 
oping the resources of the country in its pioneer days, He acquired a competency at his 
trade, but later engaged in agricultural pursuits, and was quite successful in this occupation. 
In 1860 he was appointed to canvass the county in favor of Bell and Everett. In this 
canvass he met the supporters of the opposing candidates, and steod boldly for what he con. 
ceived to be right. At the breaking out of the Civil war, Mr. Rew was successfully operating 
an extensive farm, tannery, mills, etc. One of Mr. Rew’s exploits during the war is worthy 
of mention: When General Johuston was maneuvering to keep General Grant from Vicks- 
burg, Major Young, quartermaster, stood in great need of mules. He therefore dispatched 
over twenty men to different sections to secure the needed supply; Mr. Rew was among the 
number. Of the three hundred and fifty mules secured, three hundred and thirty were due 
to the energy and enterprise of Mr. Rew, who was materially aided by Hon. Frank Lyon, 

Alfred Hatch, Captain Curry, quartermaster, and many others of Marengo county, Ala. 
The first named was a fine lawyer, the next a vast planter, and the others are first-class men 
in their professions. Toward the close of the war Mr. Rew was in the service of the state 
and Confederate departments. His position as a disunionist rendered him a conspicuous ob- 
ject for the wrath of Sherman’s men, and accordingly his entire premises, dwelling house 
excepted, were burned and sacked. Among the losses he felt most bitterly were some of 
his most valuable agricultural records, etc. But for his Masonie allegiance and a_ sign 
accordingly from his wife, Mr. Rew would not have been left a single article. After the war 
he re-commenced farming and milling, and followed this with suecess. In 1872 Mr. Rew 
says the per-capita cirenlation was 352 and times flush, and accordingly, in the light of sue- 
ceeding events, he attributes the recent stringency to the contraction of the currency. 
Mr. Rew has had an eventful history as the foregoing sketch discloses, but one laden with 
honor to himself and conformity to truth and sound principle, as reason enabled him to 
see, disdaining at all times a compromise with his convictions of right. Mr. Rew is the 
father of the following children: Fannie, Hattie B., Edward, Henrietta, Bettie, Charles 
H., George, and Comb; six are now living. The first Grange of Lauderdale county was or 
ganized in| Mr. Rew’s parlor by Major Wall, of Jackson, and Colonel Dennet, of New 
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Orleans. Mr. Rew has been long identified with the mechanical and agricultural interests 
-of the county, such as fairs, organizations, ete., and is an uncompromising Alliance and sub- 
treasury man. He corresponds with the agricultural department and also with North- 
west scientists. Mr. Rew is scientifically inclined, and has a splendid collection of marl, 
mineral and fossils. Mr. Rew is a Methodist in his religion and has been from childhood, 
and is identified with the church’s best interests. His daughter, Miss Mary Fannie Rew, 
is the promoter of an enterprise, already chartered, for the education of orphan children, and 
she now has in care two widows and five children. Mr. Rew, by keeping abreast of the 
times, has been foremost in labors for the Agricultural and Mechanical college, takes great 
interest in all educational matters, and is prominently identified with other colleges, and in 
the development of a port of entry at Gulf Port, with its railroad contingencies. Mr. Rew is 
now in his seventy-sixth year, in robust health of body and mind, and as much interested 
in the publie weal as ever. 

Col. Reuben O. Reynolds (deceased) was born in Morgan county, Ga., and died at 
his home in Aberdeen, Miss., on the morning of Sunday, September 4, 1887.9 When he was 
yet a child, his father, Dr. Reynolds, removed with his family to Monroe county, Miss., 
and made his home a few miles north of Aberdeen. It was here at a school hard by that 
young Reynolds began his education. He fitted to enter La Grange college in Alabama, 
whither he went, but did not remain long before proceeding to the University of Georgia, 
where he graduated, receiving the degree of bachelor of arts. In 1805 he received the 
degree of bachelor of laws, from the University of Virginia, and returning to Aberdeen he 
soon wedded Miss Mollie Hnehsh, who died shortly after. In 1856 he entered upon the 
practice of law in Aberdeen, and from the start gave promise of the high rank which he after- 
ward attained. During 1856-7 he was associated in his practice with William G. Hen- 
derson, afterward chancellor of the Sea Coast district of this state; but im 1S5S entered into 
partnership with Hon. Lock EH. Houston, and until just prior to his death, when Judge 
Houston accepted a place on the circuit bench, the partnership continued unbroken, and at 
its dissolution was perhaps the oldest law firm in Mississippi. In 1861 Reuben O. Reynolds 
was among the first in his section to seek the Confederate service. He went to the field 
as first lieutenant of his company, the Van Dorn reserves, and by promotion successfully 
won the stars of captain, major and heutenant volonel of the Kleventh Mississippi regiment. 
Colonel Reynolds was every inch a soldier, accomplished, gallant and ehivalrous. He was 
twice wounded in battle: once in the leg at Sharpsburg, and later, near the close of the 
war, at the last engagement of Petersburg, and an empty sleeve ever remained as a 
reminder of the last wound. Early in 1865 he married Miss Sally B. Young, daughter of 
the Jate Col. George H. Young of Waverly, and their union was blessed by six children, 
who with his devoted wife survive him, In IS66 he was chosen reporter of the supreme 
court of Mississippi, then designated as the high court of errors and appeals, a position 
which he filled faithfully and efficiently. In the political revolution of his state, in 1S75, 
Colonel Reynolds was elected to represent his district in the state senate and was a member 
of that body until his death, three suceessive terms, during which he was thrice elected 
president pro tem. of the senate. Tt was here that his high abilities and great usefulness 
began to attract general attention in the state. Tew men were as ready and effeetive in 
debate; fewer still had his great capacity for mental labor, and his eager industry as a 
legislator, and no man in his time, of like capacity and influence, had fewer selfish purposes 
to hinder his pursuit of public duty. A co-worker with him through years in the senate, 


asserts that amid the vast legislative work he was identified with, no man can point to a sin 





at Vel » me ‘ " 
ity HO. Ui ee a BO ap 







P é Ol 
is bie Jeol levies: ol} 
rat vo hihwela gilt Pan Snvithnatt ll eae 


wilt oti ohh i 






































TEE wyTY 1 (eyeser ye ye tories ol? (OT bo Pain PETS etal w gs 








wit Je feada wae wl arolf aM .wotltiits owt tii Ww owt one at ent wii m 
FAA) Aestee eed Dee DATe) i fen fender oN we pels wordagt ae eM iat Li nod jeft ib aoe 

iti | anal | nide dw hoitiiveliyieiien) ai ive wratinat foaditeothe the: iid 

’ onwuittaes beorliag wht cttw pratt Wee) hy reir to fiepn 1 horvennqcae vy ol 

his heretics canes tye raty Fait wt Yor AGfnvil fusion at sy il tute ‘imuror atid, ini, mr 


zee ais Tire, wilting oil ai 
losihe 4 nf Shere qanede ad il) A eieemeyeiny ebloargarh AP a ry) a dad) 

art Vi ‘ 1 Qe beteey et, poses) We ppg ered: “ed os eile vase dk ai erent 's 
poupveaayyeas petal facet at a odlinl wit afiile a 


itt a teed tease # tt oped enw Gtirnhh ‘Te whoa ae fics) wo) i orites ih mist inh acest bi 















































my 4 3 7 
half vend wea eaae >) L Pate faite of hes abd amyed abilo nay f 
‘ ‘ 4 z ‘ t if t 7 - 
Limo lo onavlely ah of aatheriap ant tot upenne Joit, bi, dead’ tae id rast 
oe , a - . 5 t ( a 
} iB , et abies yyy fin par ean « ‘’ 
aby is ) a ) orate by ve ond Qarrmossy frolwod NEN ak 
: ‘ ye) hae 
Me he hens 7! Vif ti ta pee TD edt foe et sae tit th 7 woloulosd: ving: 
‘ ; : peg : r a z, 
dice gee - ie stat Tt coe eo eaTrh Vevioqy. Peete ivy. tei ut, wilfol i wei 0 hiheaw Pee A 
‘ ; , . P . f POW aR r P : te iat f 4 an 
a val dant did all kb Hany Aa Pak cee tee) a peo ifr: WOE it VR Tr ody 
: oR 4) Geliye ditew Mos eat in fete we our ity he weal . Hovintte, faa 
usher fy “Al atdod pete eit ly nih bo? eer onl to tofleonsdo, bunsreiie tee 
1 . ! ‘ 1), #3 ‘ ’ F om , MF rc. a are 
whit coal .dlasby aisl i, tan] tito Tat .otewoht of dood ooh. dbew cqickert ncaa 
ji aS. ow ae ‘ ¥ F y 
in by joitoodon baweiigiy qidesadiag adil alsa? Sretip 41 06 onal «© Dabfnooe 
H i j (TT Ie tony hi ht eeu rea aioli ct} epee eA Wisin 
by Gi] i 3 i PIs Oh taprat cs ey pet) b prtdeike iti Vy 
. re j t¥ 7 on oe ‘eet eek hue 
pT sah wycor pepe Wrest ees rad { viet WIAD A SE OPED Shel 20. Tees 
. : ' : ad * ‘ - ‘| 
Junevatyt ie} jew  dtyerrall alt Hy Ledehoo Walaa Big dope runs 16 ate 
; cog es , we ; ry 
ye ah niateyade Tees Qoriite liamet Yebigs 8 asa vier ea shiom po 
7 5 , P “ ; ; a LA ‘4 
ith to uel nit teed soiel tum poole he ak Slt AP Sano Salttad ut AS ¥ iw 
' waite % yy fieaes Go bes Qed fe loenpeauog, teal pet om acne 
. = rar a ne | of j “ ‘4 
ey Vath ts yap dal ae if fepaaiey oul GAR wi ghee  obanow benl med yee clr | * 
me , } “—. a ; - > 
fey ids wie vd bokeuld aew ote Ti baw Pheer By wot H saree bw? ale 
, tose Pha cyacghs eure wit CM co ied ‘Pitta wihvy be lore ity ait pet X ty 
Ls t 7 bet . Waban atenty cosidltchteiia allt to.+ uy) 
(oy daw i lien Piet eer oo Tiloe FAY oy Om eee assay meee Pte S2LM. 16.01 
ei wi tute Sl le cnetast » foarittoe eat ve SH aeons Tent eitertiftnat joa i 3 nal youd. 
+e hited . 7 doe ” a. a : rs * .9 - fia 
5 R ae ae a ‘ ‘ i — eet sues a 
eocivipeten  anwer Puse « i“ Apbig ts ent} aw: Porta aid teteesetod it Hajoulsy MIS? shy uit hy gold 
: : a , q : at anh Gi ike ' Mca 
nog fey oy ib} shyw ‘1 if 74.40% wee (Thy pend AT SVE fey ryt} deal at ti ty teu ts lad te ul Wo 
nfnion sovig | isitioks vtyiitatt daly Aad aw 9T” “otagee olf To aged ong tm 
b ape idea sy. ele very WHE ine dd ai molnedta Leviton, Juridia ws uy 
pibieee aéareganee aeigl Yipee rut ail by i Hite 9 1 nwa 
Dt) 
eOngerey pletely vie ee] bisa ald ' vist it Ra i ane on fring, rere 
. a 
gohiies: sebb oe meng: wie 
, . 
tie & ey ceeety FINN 
; 
Coen ys 7 a on 








662 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


gle act he ever engineered for his own aggrandizement, or point toa private ax he ground 
for his own benefit. He was free from demagogical display and ostentatious service of the 
people, although always on the alert to oppose a fraud upon the state or to defeat the per- 
sonal aim of a crooked bill. Through those twelve years of senatorial life, while he largely 
influenced the choice of governors, judges and United States senators, no man ean justly 
charge him with pipe laying to achieve any of these fine positions for himself, although his 
influence was so potent that it required, perhaps, only self assertion and political barter to 
have brought any of these places within his grasp. As a lawyer, Colonel Reynolds ranked 
among the ablest and most efficient in the state. He pursued his profession with pride; 
was devoted to the elevation of its standards and kept abreast with its progress and reforms. 
He was a member of the American Bar association and one of the founders and chief 
promoters of the Bar association of Mississippi. His practice in the courts, both state and 
¥ Federal, was for many years large and Incrative, and his-great ability made it easy for him, 
unconsciously, to lead associates in the conduct of cases. He seemed to be a tireless mental 
Jaborer. He was equally effective before court and jury, equally efficient in criminal and 
civil practice. He was adroit and ingenious as a pleader, painstaking and elaborate in the 
preparation of his cases; skilled, spirited and earnest in presenting his client’s side to the 
jury, and his mental agility surprised his adversary and delivered him from mishaps. In 
his legal arguments before the courts he was ever clear and concise, seeking to show the 
golden thread of principle which ran through all and did all unite. He did not seek rhetor- 
ical finish or oretorical phrasemaking, but spoke with directness and foree. His fine clarion 
voice and knightly bearing, however, often thrilled the hearers with the tremor of genuine 
eloquence. No client ever had truer or more devoted counsel. He fought with dash and 
fire every inch of his rights. While quick of temper and impulsive of nature, in heated 
controversy, he never lost self-control, and was ever courteous, considerate and genial, and 
one of the pleasantest of legal adversaries. In private life, as citizen, friend, husband, 
father, it would be difficult to find a better example. He was a genuine patriot, and loved 
his country, his state and his town. While the state has experienced a great loss in his 
withdrawal from the legislative halls, Aberdeen has sustained a loss that for years will not 
be reparable, and which she sadly mourns. Mr. Reynolds was active in all her public enter- 
prises, and gave without stint of purse, time or talent, to everything tending to secure 
her advancement or prosperity. . He was frank, affable and sincere, independent in thought 
and action; free in the expression of his opimion, courageous, quick to resent and repel an 
insult and injury, but equally free and prompt to forgive. His nature was sympathetic 
and noble. He was clean of heart and hand, and his uprightness and integrity were wnas- 
sailable. His religious convictions were clear and simple, and though he lived without cant 
or pretense to great piety, he ever strugyled to imitate the example and obey the teachings 
of Jesus of Nazareth, and died a member of the Presbyterian church of his town, to which 
he had given much of his time and substance. The eminent juror, the honored legislator, 
the beloved husband and father, had been called to a higher sphere, and the sorrow of a 
great loss rests upon the state. There was little in his character to condemn, much to 
admire, and more to imitate and cherish. In the sanetity of the tomb he sleeps beneath the 
quiet of the stars in the land his genius defended. 

Dr. John Henry Rhodes needs no introduction to the inhabitants of Hinds county, Miss., 
for in his professional capacity, as well as socially, he is well and favorably known, his. skill 
and talent as a physician and his kindly and courtly manners in social circles winning him 
many warm friends. He was born in Rankin county, Miss., August 7, 1S00, the third of four 
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children born to Samuel D. and Jane (Ormand) Rhodes, natives of Mississippi and Alabama, 
respectively, the former’s birth occurring in Rankin county in 1587. He was reared in the 
county of his birth and has been engaged in various industrial pursuits, and at present is 
engaged in farming. He has been sheriff of his county, is a member of the board of super- 
visors, and served through the Civil war with the Thirty ninth Mississippi regiment. He was 
captured at Port Hudson and was imprisoned for twelve months. His parents, Henry and 
Katie (Crook) Rhodes, were native South Carolinians and were among the first settlers of 
Rankin county, where they were engaged in planting. Dr. John Henry Rhodes was reared 
in the county of his birth and was educated in the University of Mississippi, at Oxford, where 
his record as a student was very creditable and promising. He was editor of the university 
magazine while in college, and under his management it was a bright and newsy sheet. He 
afterward entered and graduated from the Louisville Medical college, aud was valedictorian, 
completing his course in 18S2, after which he immediately began practicing in Learned, 
Hinds county, Miss., where he has since remained, doing a large and constantly increasing 
practice. He has been chief health officer of the county for some time, and although a young 
man, has gained and sustained a reputation as a physician which many far older practi- 
tioners might well envy. He is not only a fine physician, but is a good business man as well, 
and is the owner of about eight hundred acres of land, and an excellent and well-appointed 
drug store in Learned. His life thus far has been crowned with success, and his future is 
bright with promise. He was married in 1587 to Miss Ella Sivley, a native of Mississippi 
and a daughter of William R. and Josephine (Stokes) Sively, both of whom were born in the 
state of Mississippi, and to this union one child has been born—John Sively. Mrs. Ihodes 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and the Doctor isa member of the A. FP. & 
A. M. He is prepossessing in personal appearance and possesses many excellent traits of 
character. His fine intellect and thorough knowledge of his profession place him among the 
leading members of the medical fraternity, and he isa member of the Mississippi State Me- 
ical association. 

Dr. Arthur H. Rice, physician and planter, Oktoc, Oktibbeha county, Miss., was born in 
Talladega, Ala., August 21, 1852, and comes of prominent and distinguished families on both 
sides of the house. His parents, John W. and Augusta (Hopkins) Rice, were natives, respec- 
tively, of South Carolina and Alabama, the father born in Chester district in 1S15. The 
latter was educated at the University of Columbia, was a lawyer by profession, and when 
still a young man and after serving one term in the legislature, removed with his parents to 
Alabama. There he followed agricultural pursuits until the breaking out of the Mexican 
war, when he raised one of three companies in Alabama and soon was commissioned captain 
of Company I, Thirteenth United States infantry, and commanded this one year. Then on 
account of his father’s death he resigned his commission to look after his father’s estate, 
which was partly in Alabama and partly in Mississippi. is share of the property was in 
Mississippi, and he removed to Oktibbeha county and there followed the occupation of a 
planter. He was elected on the democratic ticket to represent Oktibbeha and Chickasaw 
counties in the state senate, holding that position at the time of his death, in 1857. He was 
first cousin of Governor and Senator Albert G. Brown, of Mississippi, first cousin of Judge 
William H. Foote, of Macon, and double first cousin of Samuel I’. Rice, chief justice of 
Alabama. Mr. Riee was married in 1851 to Miss Augusta Hopkins, a native of Huntsville, 
Ala, born in 1831, and reared in Mobile. She was the daughter of Arthur I’. Hopkins, who, 
although a whig, was elected justice of the Supreme court of Alabama by a democratic legis. 
lature and was made chief justice by his associates. Judge Hopkins was one of three 
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commissioners sent by Alabama to Virginia to induce that state to secede from the Union. 
He was several times whig candidate for the United States senate and several times elector 
at large. He was also president of the Mobile & Ohio Railroad company. To John W. 
Rice’s marriage were born two children—Arthur H. (subject) and Nannie H., wife of J. 
Simpson Walker, a civil engineer, now of Birmingham, and a son of Judge Richard W. 
Walker, of Alabama. Mrs. Johu W. Rice is still living, and makes her home first with one 
of her children and then with the other. She is a member of the Presbyterian church. 
John W. Rice’s parents, John Sanders and Nancy Herndon Rice, were natives of Virginia 
and North Carolina, respectively, and the father was a public-spirited, enterprising citizen, 
who accumulated a considerable property. Dr. Arthur H. Rice was reared in Mobile, Ala., 
but spent a portion of each sammer on the plantation in Oktibbeha county. He was educated 
in the private and public schools of Mobile, and when fourteen years of age went to Europe, 
spending three years in the schools of France and two years in the schools of Germany. 
Upon returning to the United States he began the study of medicine in Mobile Medical col- 
lege, graduated in the class of 1873, and in the fall of that year went to New York, after 
practicing that summer in the county, and in the spring of 1874 graduated at the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, taking an ad eundem degree. He subsequently spent six months 
in hospital service in the Orthopeedic Dispensary and Presbyterian hospital, and then went 
to St. Louis, Mo., where he practiced one year and was assistant to the clinic for women and 
children at the Sisters’ hospital. In the winter of IS75, on account of failing health, he 
returned to this county and engaged in planting, in connection with his practice, until S85, 
when he went to Mobile, practicing there during that and the following year. . While in 
Mobile he served as visiting physician to the city hospital for one year, and then returned to 
Oktibbeha county, where he has since resided engaged in practicing medicine, planting and 
stockraising. He is the owner of one thousand seven hundred and sixty acres and has about 
eight hundred acres under the plow. He raises principally corn aid cotton, and his stock- 
raising is confined to trotting and pacing horses and Jersey cattle. In 1879 Dr. Rice was 
married to Mannie M. Smith, a native of Charlestown, Mass., and the daughter of Joseph H. 
and Harriet (MeGarland) Smith, the father of Vermont and the mother of Massachusetts. 
Mr. Smith came to Mobile when a young man, engaged as clerk and was in the Confederate 
service. After the war he embarked in the railroad business; was at one time division 
superintendent of the Mexican Central railroad, and was afterward in charge of the railroad 
hotel system of the Southern Pacific. He is a first cousin of Senator Justin Morrill, of Ver- 
mont. To Dr. and Mrs. Rice have been born five interesting children: Augusta, Arthur, 
Frances, Nannie and Joseph. The subject bas just been nominated by the democratic pri- 
maries for representative of Oktibbeha county in the state legislature. 

i. P. Richards was born in Columbus, Miss., and save for a few years, has been a resi- 
dent of the city from that time. He was at the University of Virginia at the inception of 
the war and returning home joined company A, Blythe’s battalion Mississippi troops. He 
was with his command continually and participated in the battles of Belmont, Shiloh, Mun- 
fordyille, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Missionary ridge and the battles of the Georgia cam- 
paign until he was wounded at Atlanta iu the engagement of July 22, 1S64, and saw no more 
active service. He entered the sheriffs office as deputy in ISSO, and filled these duties until 
his election as chancery clerk in November, 1883, which office he has held continuously since. 

Col. W. C. Richards, president of the First National bank of Columbus, Miss., was born 
to David C. and Elizabeth S. (Parrish) Richards in the year IN2S, in Shelby county, Ala. 


His parents moved to Columbus, Lowndes county, in the year 1833, where he was reared and 
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educated. He enlisted in the Confederate service March 27, 1861, going out as second lieu- 
tenant in Capt. W. B. Wade’s company, the Southrons. In June, 1862, he was appointed 
major commandiue the Ninth Mississippi battalion of sharpshooters, and was mustered out 
of the service as colonel of the Ninth Mississippi regiment, at Greensboro, N. C., upon the 
surrender of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston to General Sherman. He took part in almost all the 
battles in which the army of Tennessee was engaged and was twice severely wounded. After 
the surrender he returned to Columbus, took an active part in public affairs and became 
interested in most of the business enterprises of this prosperous little city. In 1870 he was 
united in marriage to Miss Sarah F. Evaus, of Columbus, Miss., by whom he has had four 
children: William, Frank, Anna and John. 

Edmund Richardson. There is, in the intensified energy of the business man, fighting the 
every day battle of life, but little to attract the attention of the idle observer or reader in 
search of a sensational chapter; but to the mind fully awake to the reality and meaning of 
human existence there are noble and immortal lessons in the life of the man who, without 
other means than a clear head, a strong arm and atrue heart, conquers adversity, and who, 
toiling on through the workaday years of a long and arduous career, closes the evening of his 
life with an honorable competence and a good name; and it isto those who appreciate the 
yalue and would emulate the excellence of such lives that these pages are addressed. The 
history of the great commonwealths of the South contain many characters whose elements 
compose the great worth and excellence of American liberty and progression. The South 
has furnished its full quota of the men who have conserved and enriched the grand principles 
of our noblest of governments, men who have furnished practical ilustrations of the value to 
society of the cardinal virtues of business life. The history of a country is best shown in 
the lives of the men who aid in making it great, and the record of the people of a state is the 
only true basis upon which to form judgment of the right of that state to the fullest enjoy- 
ment of the beoud privileges accorded by the constitution that governs the whole. So true is 
this that the writers of human achievements stop to portray individual character before at- 
tempting to philosophize on civilization. The history of individuals, and not of events, has 
been the fundamental and the most popular theme from the beginning of the world, and the 
custom of recording their life accomplishments has descended, hoary with antique and solemn 
associations, to the present day. Men who live in the eye of the public, as incumbents of 
office conferred by the suffrage of the people, attain places in history by the force of cireum- 
stances, as well as by personal worth and the faithful employment of great abilities for the 
good of the nation. Men in business life can rise into prominence, and become objects of high 
consideration in public estimation, only by the development of the noblest attributes of man- 
hood in enterprises that largely affect the well being of communities. The accidents of birth 
and fortune, and the adventitious aids of chance and ciremnstance, ean do little to give these 
men position in history whose resources are within the limits of their brains and hands. The 
record of the life of Colonel Richardson finds easy and graceful place in history, not alone of 
his state, but in the records of the great commercial eenters of America. It stands out pre- 
eminent, among the truly great men of his time, as a noble character whose force, whose 
sterling integrity, whose fortitude amid deep discouragements, Whose good sense in the goy- 
ernment of complicated affairs, whose control of agencies and cireumstanees, and whose 
marked suecess in establishing large industries and bringing to completion great schemes 
of trade and profit, have contributed more than any other to the development of the vast re- 
sources of two great commonwealths. In person he was of commanding presence; over six 
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manly strength and physical perfection. The fine steel engraving of Colonel Richardson 
which faces this sketch was made expressly for this history, and is an excellent likeness. He 
may be justly termed a representative Southern man. He was by far the largest planter of 
cotton in the world, having for many years over twenty-three thousand acres of land under 
cultivation. To the practical planter, familiar with the difficulties of cotton planting, these 
figures speak volumes; no one else can appreciate the executive ability requisite to conduct 
successfully such immense planting operations. 

In other fields of enterprise Colonel Richardson was equally prominent; the largest 
manufacturer of cotton in the South, he was also owner of extensive oilmills at Vicksburg, 
-Miss., and was head of the firm of Richardson & Muy, New Orleans, the largest cotton com- 
mission house in the United States. Of his minor enterprises, such as his insurance busi- 
ness and his many stores in various places, there is not space here to speak in detail. As a 
capitalist he took first rank in the South. His great wealth, aggregating several millions, 
was accumulated in legitimate industry, and has never been used to crush feeble competitors. 
Communities have been made richer and thousands happier by his enterprise: in his mills 
alone, at Wesson, two thousand operatives and laborers find employment: nearly all of them 
have been drawn from the country in the vicinity of the mills, and by a liberal system of 
recompense “1d encouragement have been transformed into well-dressed, happy, self-sup- 
porting workers. With his careful attention to his own interests, Colonel Richardson com- 
bined much public spirit. His purchase of the Vicksburg, Shreveport & Pacific railroad 
required the expenditure of a large sum, kept the control of the road at home, and insured 
its completion. J’rom its recent sale he derived a large profit. It is indicative of the nature 
and aspirations of the man and of the largeness of his operations, that while in the notes 
written out for a sketch of his life he enumerates with some pride the industrial honors 
conferred upon him, he omits all mention of his almost single-handed purchase of this rail- 
road. But in the biography of any prominent and successful man, the most interesting pari 
after all is that which tells the story of his early life. His later career is known to many; it 
is, so to speak, public property; but the early influences that determined his course in life, 
first set his feet in the path of success, and shaped his career are generally less known, 
although of most importance because the lesson they teach can be applied by others for their 
own benefit. Colonel Richardson was born in Caswell county, N. C., six miles from Dan- 
ville, Va., then only a village, on June 2S, ISIS. His father, James Richardson, was a 
country merchant and planter, and died in 1826, leaving a widow and seven children. When 
about ten years of age Edmund Richardson was sent to what was then called an oldfield 
school. Even the limited opportunity for getting an education afforded him was diminished 
by the necessity he was under in assisting the field hands on his mother’s farm on Satur- 
days, when other children of his age were either studying or enjoying their weekly holiday. 
That his efforts tosecure an education did not cease with these four years of primitive school- 
ing, and that he must afterward have studied diligently in his brief hours of respite from hard 
work, is shown by letters written by him, which are clear, precise, well worded, and 
such as any well-educated man might write. When the boy was fourteen years old his mother 
obtained for him asituation in a store in Danville, at 230 a year and board. That mother must 
have been a woman of great foree of character and energy; so anxious was she that her boy should 
be able to save his salary that she had his clothes spun and woven at home, besides furnishing 
him with scanty pocket money for candy and other boyish necessaries of existence, and for 
an occasional visit to some passing cireus. ‘And how much,” he asks ‘do you suppose I 
saved out of that salary of $30 a year?” ‘Why, just 330." 
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In 1833, at the age of fifteen, he went to Brandon, Miss., where he took a position 
in a store at 340 per year. He held this position for two years and then continued for 
a working interest in the firm, and afterward at the settlement of his mother’s estate, in 
1840, the executor having turned over to young Edmund 32,500 in money and a few negroes, 
he added this money to his savings and bought out the firm and continued the business in 
his own name, establishing other mercantile houses in Canton and Jackson, Miss. From the 
day he obtained his situation in Brandon he was an ambitious student’ and was soon well up 
with the young men of his time and competent to keep the books and do the financiering 
for the firm. Nearly all the men who have risen to distinction im any walk of life have 
always been eager to make known their obligation to a mother’s influence; to these Colonel 
Richardson is no exéeption; in concluding his own account of his career he said: ‘I 
owe my great success to early lessons in economy received from my mother, and to the 
assistance of my partners in business.” He is careful to give full credit to the latter, say- 
ing in another place: “I have been very fortunate in partners.” In IS47, while in New York 
buying goods, he met Margaret E. Patton, of Huntsville, Ala., a sister of ex-Governor 
Robert Patton of that state, who was visiting in New York, and in May, 1548, he married 
her. From the hour of the solemn ceremony to the end of bis hfe, Colonel Richardson’s 
marriage was of the most satisfactory and happy nature. It was a union of two atffec- 
tionate hearts, with kindred impulses, sympathy and lofty ambitions, encouraged by high 
moral purpose; it was characterized throughout by the most gentle consideration and loving 
kindness, each to the other and both ahke. It was a life-long honeymoon, that seattered 
sunshine over the lives of many and made their cares lighter and lives brighter by coming in 
touch with its warmth and gentleness. For more than a third of a century this sacred 
union continued, the advancing years adding to the honor and peace of the preceding ones. 
The tie was interrupted only by death. On January 11, 1586, Colonel Richardson was 
stricken with apoplexy and died im a few minutes. Mrs. Richardsou was completely broken 
by her sad loss and on December 9th of the following year she followed her beloved 
husband to that mysterious realin of which we know only the brightness of a beautiful 
promise. From their marriage there were seven children, two of whom died: James S., 
William P., John P., Charles P. and Susie P., now the wife of William W. Gordon, of 
New Orleans, being the survivors of the family, James S. the eldest son being at the present 
time the head of the estates; interesting and instructive histories of whom will be found in 
the following pages. In 1850 Colonel Richardson went into business at Jackson with his 
brother and John W. Robinson as partners, and opened branch stores at Brandon, Canton, 
Morton and Newton. In 1852 he entered the cotton commission business in New Orleans, 
retaining his plantatation and country store interests until 1860, when he sold them. When 
“the war broke out Colonel Richardson's house, Thornhill & Co., in New Orleans, sus- 
pended business, having acceptances out to the amount of S500,000; its assets amounted 
to between eight and nine hundred thousand dollars, but of course, most of these were 
lost. He had besides, some individual liabilities, and was working five plantations, most of 
them on the Mississippi river. ‘The negroes on these were set free and the teams, stock and 
outfits, mostly lost or destroyed. The close of the war found Colonel Richardson seriously 
embarrassed financially and with his plantatious in a dilapidated condition. As he himself 
said: “TY would gladly have given up all I had to be free from debi; but he felt that it 
was uscless to remain inactive and nurse vain regrets. In the fall of [S65 he attempted to 
reorganize his places for planting, and with five hundred bales of cotton saved from the 


general wreck, reopened his commission house in New Orleans. He sold his plantations for 
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good prices in cash, and his cotton enabled him to control his acceptances by paying half 
cash and extending the balance for twelve months. He then controlled the paper of his cus- 
tomers and went earnestly to work, collecting from some, compromising with others, settling 
in some way with all whose paper he held. In twelve months he was out of debt, and soon 
had capital in bis business. 

The traveling which Colonel Richardson did in these and the next succeeding years was 
marvelous; his activity was ceaseless; wherever his presence could be of service to his inter- 
ests or those of his firm he managed to be. The whole reéstablishing of his fortune was an 
exhibition of energy and masterful appliance of the means at command, such as had scarcely 
ever before been witnessed, even under similar exceptional circumstances. Impossibilities 
were Colonel Richardson’s opportunities, and what to most men would seem imsurmountable 
obstacles Colonel Richardson leveled to his own convenience and order by the exercise of a 
courage, the remarkability of which’ was equaled only by, its unswerving purpose. At the 
breaking out of the war Colonel Richardson owned eight hundred slaves and many large plan- 
tations, a possession so great as to sound like a romance. For four years during the war this 
vast business was entirely suspended. After the dissolution of his partnership with Mr. 
Thornhill in 1867, on account of the ill health of that gentleman, Colonel Richardson began 
- to look around for a partner; he did not know Mr. A. H. May personally, but had beard of 
his great business qualities, and he started out to find him. He went to New Orleans and 
“met Mr. May in front of No. 40 Perdido, and introduced himself; after a very few minutes’ 
talk the firm of Richardson & May was formed; they stepped inside the office, 40 Perdido, 
and asked for a sheet of paper, and the articles of copartnership were written and signed, and 
Colonel Richardson hurried to catch his train, he having agreed to do the country work while 
Mr. May was to conduct the office. As he left Mr. May he said, ‘‘rent that office,” which was 
done, and they have-remained in the same office ever since. The Mississippi state peniten- 
tiary was, directiy after the war, a great burden on the stale; there were many prisoners and 
no money. Colonel Richardson made a proposition to the military governor to lease the pen- 
itentiary from the State for three years for 318,000 per annum, and in 1IS6S he became 
the lessee, and inaugurated the system of making cotton with convict labor. In 1871 the 
civil governor induced him to keep it another year. In order to employ all the prisoners he 
purchased many fine cotton plantations and Jeased many others. During the war the levees 
protecting the alluvial land of Mississippi from overflow were broken, washed away and caved 
into the river. There was no hope of reclaiming those valuable lands except by protection 

from overflow. Southern securities were not then wanted by capitalists. Colonel Richard- 
son made a proposition to build these levees and take bonds for the work. The proposition 
was accepted, the levees built, and those magnificent lands reclaimed. He held these bonds 
until they were of good value, and it was always a source of pride to him to see the levee 
bonds, which had been such a drug, so eagerly sought after. A few years before his death 


dD? 


the fifth district levee board of Mississippi decided to issue S200,000 of bonds. Colonel Rich- 
ardson was wired to; he was then in New York. His reply was prompt that he would take 
the whole issue at par, and he took them. In 1873 Colonel Richardson had a talk with an 
Kastern gentleman well posted in cotton spinning of the world, and especially that of the 
Kast. Colonel Richardson argued that the place for the cotton mills of this country was near 
the cotton fields. The Kastern man argued that that was an impossibility, as the quality of 
the white labor in the South was not intelligent enough, and such a thing would not be pos- 
sible in the South. Colonel Richardson decided to make the experiment, and built the Mis- 


sissippi mills at Wesson, Miss. There is no foreign labor in the mills except Mr. John Hop- 
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kinson—Englishman—the superintendent, who has been with the mills since they were 
started, and to whom the great success of these mills is partly attributable. William Oliver, 
who was secretary and treasurer from the first, was a man of wonderful sagacity and energy. 
Mr. Oliver died in June of this year. Colonel Richardson was president of the World’s 
Exposition in 1883.) In IS79 the Northern Louisiana & Shreveport railroad was ordered 
foreclosed to pay the first bondholders, amounting to 31,250,000, and other cash Habilities 
amounting to about S400,000. Terms of sale, $60,000 cash to be deposited. Colonel Rich- 
ardson bought the road, paid off the S400,000 cash, and assured the payments of the bonds. 
He ran the road for nine months, and sold the same to the Hrlanger syndicate. This was a 
big job, the road in the worst possible condition, ties all rotted and rails worn and bent, and 
the roadbed in a dreadful state, requiring a great outlay of money to put it in shape so that 
it could be used. 

Colonel Richardson was in partnership with Gen. N. B, Forrest in planting cotton on 
Prest island, near Memphis, from {S72 to General Forrest’s death. He was also in partner- 
ship with Gen. Wade Hampton in planting cotton in Washington county, Miss. In addi- 
tion to his many other engagements he was partner in Commendum, in the well known big 
grocery house of Goodrich & Raily, from 1869 to 1872. There are many remarkable 
instances upon record of the marked philanthropic character of Colonel Richardson; records 
that establish his great humanity to man and sympathy to those in distress. These rec- 
ords are living examples of Colonel Richardson’s grateful remembrance of the friends of 
his early life and struggles, and of his great generosity to those who served him. Through 
all the many incidents placed before the eye of the writer, as indeed Colonel Richardson’s 
whole life has proven, there is the ennobling presence of that high, moral purpose and 
unswerving allegiance to truth, so characteristic in the lives of truly great men. There is 
not space in this history to enumerate half of his kind acts to his fellowmen, or to set forth 
the footprints of his wonderful progress. Therefore a few of the incidents only can be 
related. When Colonel Richardson was on his way from North Carolina to Clinton, Miss., 
his horse died just before he reached there. He looked about to find someone from whom he 
could obtain a horse, and found a Mr. Hobson, who was a North Carolinian, and he cheer- 
fully loaned him a horse to finish his journey. Mr. Hobson died shortly before Colonel 
Richardson’s death, and one of the last aets of Colonel Richardson’s hfe was to erect a 
monument over Mr. Hobsou’s grave, in remembrance of his kind act to him when he was a 
strange boy in a strange land. Among the bridal presents at the wedding of Colonel Rich- 
ardson there were three valuable slaves: Diek Richardson, Martha Douglass and Sallie 
Rother. Dick was the trasty coachman until he was too old to do service, and was then 
given a monthly allowance until his death. During the war the family was in the Federal 
lines, and Dick was the messenger between his master and bis family, making regular trips 
and carrying much money and valuables back and forth. He could bave had his freedom 
any time, but he preferred to serve his master, for whom his devotion was worship. Sallie 
was the cook from IS1S to 1870. Martha Rother was the black mammy, who raised all the 
children. These three negroes were with the family in and out of the Federal lines many 
times during the war, never desiring to change their happy condition; they remained in the 
service of the family until their death. 

James 8. Richardson. It is the knowledge of the circumstances that tend to the forma- 
tion of character, or the conditions which influence and direct the happiness of life, that econ- 
stitute the advantage gained by the world from the publication of the lives of individuals; 


and the only objection which ean possibly be raised against the time-honored custom of 
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recording the lives of men while they live is that truth, in the hands of less painstaking 
biographers, is apt to be buried in panegyric. Under such circumstances there is an appear- 
ance of reason for the objection, and yet there are so many others against the objection that 
‘the balance is all on the side of truth and the usefulness and eminent propriety of memoirs. 
That we speak favorably of the subjects admitted in this history ought not to be considered a 
fault, as if we had nothing favorable to say of them they would not be admitted atall. It 
is not the design of history or the practice of historians or biographers to lavish praise indis- 
criminately, but rather to gather facts and state them fairly in a graceful manner; and such 
facts, published during the life of the subject, can with more certainty be relied on than such 
as may be gathered from his friends after death, when the maxim de mortuis nil nisi bonum, 
is most generally strictly observed. A virtuous life demands our reverence; public and pri- 
vate worth, our admiration; long and practical usefulness, our gratitude. It is the living 
. presence of those elewents that robs the task of the biographer of its melancholy and leaves 
it anagreeable duty to be performed for the instruction and cuidance of the footsteps of 
those who follow after. Honor and fame are the Jeeitimate reward of virtue and _ talent. 
» Like wealth they may sometimes be unworthily bestowed and sometimes unworthily worn; 
but when yielded to merit or won by industry they adorn the wearer like a graceful robe, 
imparting dignity and commanding respect. Through the operation of the printing press 
and the careful writer they become the property of the present and the future, and appear 
as trophies to be won and worn by those who successfully contend against indolence and vice; 
and it is of rare occurrence in the history of any country that superior mental attainments, 
in alliance with moral worth, judiciously directed and actively employed, have failed in their 
attainment. An additional attestation of this universal truth will be found in this memoir. 
Mr. J. S. Richardson, in many respects, is one of the most remarkable men in our his- 
tory. He was born in Huntsville, Ala., on the 22d day of February, 1849, and is the eldest 
child of the late Col. Edmund Richardson, who was the founder of the great cotton firm of 
Richardson & May, as well as the greatest cotton planter in the world. His mother was 
Margaret Elizabeth Patton, a sister of ex-Governor Patton, of Alabama. Mr. J. S. Richard- 
son’s early education was obtained in the common schools at Brandon, Miss., where his father 
lived before the war, and at Huntsville, Ala., where he also spent part of his boyhood with 
his grandmother. During the war he had no opportunities for school. In 1863, when quite 
a boy, he was sent by his father into the Federal army to look after property belonging to 
his mother. He was arrested as a spy by General Granger and held a prisoner eight months 
at Huntsville, Ala., during which time he contracted the measles and had a relapse and came 
near dying. During General Granger’s absence his adjutant took pity on the sick boy and 
released him and had him passed through the lines at Whitesburg. Being weak, without 
money or friends, and where no nul communications could reach his family, he had to walk 
nearly a bundred miles, when he borrowed an old mule and proceedet to where his father was 
refuging. Jmmediately after the war he was sent to Wilson’s preparatory school in Alamance 
county, N. C., and he remained there a year, then entered the Virginia Military insti- 
tute at Lexington, and having a taste for business, he was anxious to embark for himself. 
He left the military institute after the second year and went to Memphis, Tenn., and bought 
the interest of E. I. Clark, in the large cotton tirm of Clark, Ely & Co., the firm then con- 
tinuing under the name of Ely, Harney & Richardson. 
In 1876 he bought his partners out and continued the business under the name of Rich- 
ardson & Co. The yellow fever of [S79 forced him to move his office from Memphis to St. 
Louis. While there he determined to close up the cotton business in Memphis. He bought 
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an interest in the well-known large grocery business of C. M. & G. M. Flanagan, the firm 
then becoming Flanagan & Richardson. This business was continued under that name 
for three years. The business of his father was increasing so fast that he needed help. Mr. 
Richardson sold his interest to his partners in 1SS1 and went South to assist his father, who 
was a firm believer in the gradual enhancement of values of good cotton lands, and Mr. 
James S. Richardson commenced in 1875 to follow out his father’s idea—bought some cotton 
plantations and has continued ever since to enlarge his planting interest. When Colonel 
Richardson died, in 1SS6, he left no will, and the brothers and sisters of Mr. Richardson 
immediately issued powers of attorney and Mr. Richardson was put in the entire charge of 
the large estate of his father, which amounted to many millions. In the meantime MM. 
Richardson’s mother died, and afterward, when everything was in snug.shape and ready for 
division, a meeting of all the heirs was called and the entire estate was divided pleasantly 
and to the entire satisfaction of all concerned, Mr. Richardson having caused large additions 
to his father’s accumulations. The planting property of Mr. Richardson, inherited in addi- 
tion to what he previously owned, makes him the largest cotton planter in the world, he hav- 
ing in all forty thousand aeres of the fine alluvial cotton land, of which twenty thousand 
acres are in cultivation this year. The cotton firm of Richardson & May continues, and the 
Nichardsons still own their father’s stock in the Refuge Cotton oilmill at Wesson, which 
institution is now working over two thousand operatives. Probably one of the most remark- 
able incidents in Mr. Richardson’s life was in 1S71, during the yellow fever epidemic, while 
on a steamboat going up to his father’s plantation he was taken sick with this fever. The 
crew and passengers became paniestricken with fright, and in the rain and wintry weather of 
November he was put ashore. The only house near was an old dilapidated one without 
chimneys, floor, doors or windows. He was placed in this house until friends came to his 
rescue, and in a short time, with the use of cloths, the openings were closed and a clapboard 
floor put in and straw and mud chimneys hurriedly built. The physician pronounced his 
recovery linpossible, but his strong constitution pulled him through. One of the great 
attests of public faith and honor in the social organization of New Orleans, than which there 
is not a finer code in its usefulness and worthiness in the world, the annual election of the 
king of the carnival is the most distinguished. The selection of this personage is made 
solely upon personal popularity and worthiness; and it calls for an exhibition of great dig- 
nity, broad and liberal hospitality, and a distinguished personal appearance. There are no 
set rales for the ethics of the king upon this day, simply a prepared programme of his grand 
disembarkation from the steamer that has conveyed the royal host and party up the 
Mississippi river to the city, and the reception by the municipal authorities, and their escort of 
the king and his party to the city hall, where the keys of the city are turned over to 
Nex; the interpretation of the proper address of a king, his royal manner and dignity, before 
the eyes of a hundred thousand people is an ordeal of no common nature. More particularly 
is this true when the character is assumed by one of such pronounced American spirit as Mr. 
Richardson, In IS01 Mr. Richardson was elected to this distinguished social honor, and it 
is amatter of record, that while being full-charged with the spirit of democracy and liberty, 
Mr. Richardson possesses the high attainments requisite to the assumption of kingly favor 
and dignity. In personal appearance Mr. Richardson is six feet high and weighs about 
two hundred and thirty pounds. He has a compact figure and quick, decisive movement. His 
eyes are nearly as black as his father’s and have the same searching, yet kindly, sympathetie, 
expression. Ile is the soul of considerate kindness, and is accessible to rich and poor alike. 
Among his happiest accomplishments is the one, which is truly a family trait, of placing 
strangers entirely at their ease. 
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At his lovely home, on St. Charles avenue, or in his city offices, Mr. Richardson can 
always be seen, and he will interrupt his busiest hour and give audience to friend and stran- 
ger alike. His liberality is a matter of note, and causes him no small degree of trouble. To 
all deserving public enterprises, he subscribes liberally ; and while his private donations to 
those is distress are not known to the public, they are many, and are of the lighest possible 
consideration, from the very fact of their silence. Of course, Mr. Richardson does not give 
to every supplicant, for if he did, he would be kept busy at that and nothing else. An 
instance of his appreciation of a good thing, and his quick wit, ts related in the following 
incident of a begging letter of recent date: The pastor of some obscure church wrote Mr. 
Richardson a Jong letter, extolling his great charities and said, “I know you do not belong 
to our persuasion, but I know you will give liberally to this project—which is to build a 
church. You see, sir, we have a world of land, but no church, and we are anxious to raise 
and asked for an immediate reply. It was sent, and was as terse 





the money to build one,” 
and crisp as any of the replies made by men of note, and deserves to be recorded here. It 
consisted of three words, “Sell some land.” Mr. Richardson has never used his great wealth 
to oppress anyone or anything. His delight is to see every one prosperous and happy, and 
he will stop his royal four-in-hand on the roadside and talk to some lowly old darkey, who 
‘seems to bear life’s burdens poorly, and with a few kind, cheering words, and a consistent 
amount of money, he will brighten and lighten the man’s journey and forget all about it the 
next moment. To those who serve him he is ever just and kind, and for extra service, he 
always returns extra reward. Mr. Richardson has no political ambition whatever. He would 
decline a place in the United States senate for one-half the time with his friends and the 
people. His servants all love and respect him, and are as faithful to his interests as was 
Diana to her master. Mr. Richardson has traveled the world over, has driven through 
France and England, and is an ardent admirer and a friend of the horse, of which he keeps 
twelve in his city stables for pleasure driving. Very few men emulate the example of their 
fathers. Mr. J. S. Richardson is one of the few. When death came into his household, he 
assumed all the authority that was necessary. His acts were fully ratified by every member 
of the family, and what he has done for the great estate of Col. Edmund Richardson has 
been remarkable in the highest degree. His integrity is unquestioned, and his good name 
above reproach. 

John P. Richardson, Wesson, Miss. It is a particular felicity of American institutions that 
they throw no impediment in the way of merit other than the competition of rival abilities. Into 
this career it may enter without encountering the repulses of artificial rank or royalty. As the 
father of an American family divides his favor and his fortune alike among his children, so the 
constitution of our greatest of republies gives the same impulse to all her sons, and receives in 
turn a larger contribution of their talents and services. The more conspicuous a manis rendered 
by his talents, energy, decision of character and unswerving principles, the more will he become 
the favorite of some, and the object of envy and reproach to others. In no country in the 
world are men’s principles tried at the bar of public opinion as in America; nothing can alter 
this custom, this unwritten Jaw, or change the result; nor is it desirable that it should be other- 
wise, unless, indeed, the bitterness and coarse invective of the indolent, the mentally shift- 
less, the morally indifferent, who oppose the advance above them of their opposites, should tend 
to moderate the custom or lessen its effect. Nothing is more becoming to a country, or 
affords better proof of the excellent spirit of its people, than to find the reward of popular 
praise, and popular honors bestowed upon those whose labors have been guided by a wise 
philanthropy, and whose objects haye been largely the welfare and betterment of mankind, 
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There are many, no doubt, who have overcome greater embarrassments, who have had harder 
battles to fight, than the subject of this sketch, but there are few who have grasped the op- 
portunities presented by the gods, and grasped them more firmly or to a better purpose, or 
who have made better use of the fruits of the possession than the typical American and 
Southern gentleman, of whom it is our pleasant task here to relate. . 

John P. Richardson was born at Brandon, Miss., May, 4, 1854, and is the second 
eldest son of Col. Edmund Richardson, whose brief biography appears in this history. 
The history of his boyhood is that of most boys who are blessed with wealthy and indulgent, 
but painstaking parents. He was educated at a private school at Jackson, Miss., until the 
age of fourteen, when he entered the Bellview high school for one year, and the follow- 
ing year entered a regular academic course of two years at the Virginia Military institute, at 
Lexington, Va., and finished his scholastic career with a term at the noted Kenmire high 
school, at Amherst Courthouse, Va. During all this time he was an earnest aud conscien- 
tious student, and stored his brain with the knowledge which has so admirably captioned his 
business and social career. After his return home from school he accepted a position as 
assistant superintendent of the Mississippi mills, later removing to New Orleans, where he 
managed an agency for the mills. In 1879 he established a wholesale dry goods business at 
New Orleans, which business was successfully conducted under the firm name of Richardson 
& Cary, Mr. Richardson remaining a partner or sole owner until 1889, when the present firm 
of Richardson, Williams & Co. was organized. In 1886, after the death of his father, he 
was elected president of the Mississippi mills, and at once assumed the duties of this responsi- 
ble position. He is a thorough, practical and methodical business man, and the organiza- 
tion of which he is the head has profited largely under his judicious management. Aside 
from his interests in this line, he is extensively engaged in planting and is the owner of 
eighteen thousand acres in the delta region of the state, all of which are under cultivation 
and require eight suppiy stores. On February 4, 1570, Le was married to Miss Ella 
Oliver, a daughter of the late Capt. William Oliver, of Wesson. Four children have 
blessed this union, of whom one son and one daughter survive. An examination of 
the magnificent steel engraved portrait which faces this sketch will convey to the reader 
a true impression of the kindly elements that compose the character of Mr. Richardson. 
He is full six feet in hight, and has been abundantly favored by nature. Mr. Richardson 
weighs about two hundred pounds, and to the casual observer presents the appearance 
of being a finished student of some school of athleties. He is quick in his movement, with- 
out seeming to be in baste, and while in no way influenced by nervousness, he possesses an 
active, decisive temperament, that brooks no delay in the promulgation of his plans. He 
possesses his full share of the family courtliness and ethical cousideration for those around 
him. He is, in a word,a broad-gauged gentleman, incapable of small or mean action, A 
bit of industrial history worthy of mention here, which serves to illustrate, not only the 
characteristics outlined in the preceding paragraph as belonging to the subject of this sketch, but 
to the father and all the sons alike, is this: In England, or in fact in the great weaving cen- 
ters of the New Eugland states of America, a manager ora proprietor of a cotton or woolen 
manufactory, would no more think of permitting another manufacturer of a similar line of 
goods to enter his factory, than he would of permitting a stranger to enter upon the seerets 
of his domestic affairs. In faet, in England, the visitor is obliged to take an oath that he is 
in no way, directly or indirectly, connected with any similar business that is directly or 
indirectly connected with or influenced by said mill or industry in England or elsewhere, 
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opposite to that rigid and narrow understanding. Mr. James S. Richardson once almost 
dumbfounded a noted English cotton and woolen manufacturer who visited them at Wesson, 
by proposing to show him all the workings of their great mills. ‘ What?” gasped the Eng- 
lishmen, “you propose to permit me to enter your mills?” ‘Certainly,’ responded Mr. 
Richardson, and he forthwith proceeded to escort the rival manufacturer through each and 
every department, permitting him to examine at his leisure all of the original and improved 
methods, and to help himself to as much information as possible; saying, in the meantime: 
‘““What you see in mechanism for the protection of weave and advanced finish of fabrics is 
nearly a century in advance of English methods; but it is only the rudiments of American 
genius and our own original device; and when Europe creates its equal, we will proceed to 


” The son of the nglishman, who was also present, 


step out another century in advance. 
was so impressed with the truth of what Mr. Richardson said, and with what he had seen, 
that he decided to remain in the United States; and he has done so, taking up his residence 
in the South, and devoting his time to re-learning the art of cotton and woolen spinning. 
What is probably a more remarkable evidence of their just confidence in the great strength 
and advantage of the Mississippi mills, came under the observation of the writer only a few 
days since: A gentleman from Carrollton, Miss., and the president of a new, necessarily com- 
petitive, cotton mill at that place, was visiting Wesson, and in company with the writer was 
shown through the vast labyrinth of machinery, and had the different workings described by 
the genial president, Mr. John P. Richardson, himself. These incidents may seem very 
unimportant to the casual observer, but to the mind fully informed as to the modus operandi 
of large manufacturing establishments even in America, they speak volumes in behalf of the 
advanced liberality and kindness of this noted family, and of the worthy example they set, 
even to those of superior years and pretentions. 

The Mississippi mills, Wesson, Miss., a great industry, affording employment through 
which thousauds of the citizens of a state are made brighter, happier and better, certainly 
lose identity as a mere place of mechanics, a work shop, and assame the advanced posi- 
tion of a leading factor in the organized methods of the social, moral and physical advance- 
ment of that state, and become as much a part of the deserving history of the state in which 
it is conducted as possibly can be ascribed to political organization or the organization of 
any great scheme for the betterment of mankind, for it is the inspiration of the latter and 
conserves the former. Particularly is this true where great industries bear so remarkable a 
likeness to the character, humanity and liberality of the master minds that worked so hard 
to make it great. There is no industry in the South, nor in the North, nor anywhere in the 
United States, that is blessed with so much of the broad-gauged humanity of its organizers, 
that is enriched with so complete a record of justice, equity and fellowsbip as that of the 
great institution of which it is our pleasure here to record. Within its massive walls dur- 
ing the busy work-a-day hours assigned to man, through which to discharge his obligations 
to the laws of creation, aud earn his daily bread, there is a sufficient number of souls to 
populate a goodly sized city. Happy and contented, free from labor organization, free from 
trade’s-union dictation, this honest little army of workers have for nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury received their liberal pay without the cessation of a day. Regularly each morning, in 
response to the morning whistle of the mills, two thousand happy, bright faced healthy men 
and women flock from their pretty homes and enter the great white walls: within all is order, 
cleanliness and industry; the picture of cheerfulness observed upon the faces of the 
employes, while outside of the workrooms, is not in any degree lessened when they are 


at work; on the contrary it is enriched by the satisfaction they all have in) knowing the 
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importance of their work, for each and every individual in the great works has been edu- 
cated by a system of liberal reward and kindness to feel that the success, the reputation of 
the mills, is in part dependent upon the character and faithfulness of his or her individual 
éffort. They therefore take great pride in all they do. Such institutions as this cease to be 
a common place of toil. It is a vast school of labor, a college of instruction in the sacred 
precepts of American liberty and independence. The mind that for so many years directed 
them in their work, protected them in their rights, sympathized and aided them in their 
troubles, and who is now quietly sleeping the sleep of the just in the little churchyard at 
Wesson, never spoke of them as oue of our men, or one of our factory hands, but as my 
people, my girls, my boys. He knew every one of the people by name, knew their condition 
in life, and this knowledge he used always to their betterment and satisfaction. 

Personally, Col. Edmund Richardson was little known at the mills, but the beneticence 
of his spirit was ever present, and the people knew him almost as well as though his life had 
been spent among them. In every kindness, every evidence of thoughtful regard for their 
welfare which was made known to them, the people could trace the master mind of Colonel 
Richardson, and the kindly, executive hand of his able partner, Captain Oliver. It was 
impossible then even to look forward to the time, when, according to the course of human 
events, the grave must close upon the labors of these two men, without a feeling of profound 
sadness, for such men are the ornaments of every and any age. They arise only at dis- 
tant intervals, to enlighten and elevate the human race. Deathcame. Like a flash of deadly 
lightning it grasped the towering mind, the strong physique of Colonel Richardson, when he 
has scarcely even approached the evening of his time, and leveled it to common earth. A 
wave of intense sorrow spread itself like a cold pall over the great commonwealth, and at the 
mills the two thousand operatives went about their work in a hushed and saddened manuer. 
Great changes were anticipated by those who knew nothing of the delicate finish of the set 
principles of the great organization. But the great wheels turned just the same, the thou- 
sands of spindles flew just as fast. The man was dead, but his works still lived. Almost 
before the solemn cypress had been remoyed from the heads of those who mourned the death 
of Colonel Richardson, Captain Oliver was stricken down, and died. Again great changes 
were predicted. New and untried hands were to grasp the helm, and much fear was 
felt that there were breakers ahead for the interruption of the happy course of mill 
life; again were the outsiders disappointed, for it is ever a disappointment to those 
who predict all sorts of evil for mankind to learn the falsity and foolishness of 
their own minds. The son of his father came to the front, and assumed the chief 
executive. A meeting of the heirs and stockholders of the mill was held and John 
P. Richardson was elected president. Some changes were made, but they were only the 
changes suggested by a younger mind that perhaps was in closer touch with the world. The 
changes were only the abrogation of a few of the customs that had grown old and unnecessary 
by use. Like machinery and men, customs must grow old and as they can not be advanced 
to the improvement of a new age without rebuilding, they must be discarded. Hence the 
changes made by the sons of Mdmund Richardson were for the greater happiness of their 
many people. And looking upon them to-day with a judgment sobered by time it is seen 
that they were just such alterations as would have been made by the father himself could he 
have lived to note their application to the needs of the time. 

These mills are located at Wesson, Miss., about one hundred and thirty-five miles north 
of New Orleans and forty-five miles south of Jackson, on the Illinois Central railroad. A few 
years ago this was but a pine forest, worth at most $l per acre, and now there stands here 
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one of the most substantial towns anywhere along this line of railroad. Wesson, to-day, has 
a population of about four thousand, and a valuation of property of over one and one-half 
million of dollars. The Mississippi mills alone pay taxes this year on nearly $1,000,000 
worth of property, and they have a large investment exempt from taxation for ten years, 
which will bring their property alone to nearly 51,500,000 dollars. It might be interesting 
to those who do not know anything about this large enterprise to know some of the particu- 
lars concerning it, and we here give a synopsis of the size and number of mills and their pro- 
ducts. There are three mills, all of brick, as follows: No. 1, three stories, 510x500 feet; No. 
2, four stories, \0x212 feet: No. 3 (new building), five stories, D0x240 feet, two towers, six 
stories hich, twenty feet square, with five thousand vallon water tanks and automatic sprink- 
lers throughout. The tower between No. 1 and No. 2 is eight stories, with a twenty 
thousand-gallon water tank, leading throughout every part of the works to automatic sprink- 
lers, effectually obviating the danger of destruction by fire. A fourth building is 40x100 feet, 
two stories high, besides which the loom shed just erected is one story and basement, 
175x340 feet. 

In these buildings there are twenty-five thousand cotton spindles, tweuty-six complete 
sets of woolen machinery and eight hundred looms, the latter to be increased to about twelve 
hundred in the near future. Besides the above mentioned there is an abundance of machinery 
used for dyeing, finishing, ete. It requires four engines with a combined force of one thous- 
and horse power to furnish the necessary motive power. In connection with the above build- 
ings, the mills have a large cotton warehouse, capacity 10,000 bales of cotton, which is about 
their requirements annually. In the basement of the loom shed they have a storage capacity 
of two million pounds of wool, and it will require almost this much after this year to supply 
their wants. The system of waterworks of these mills is excellent. They have a one hun- 
dred and fifteen thousand gallon cistern, connected with fire pumps and a six-inch water main 
and hydranis at convenient points for attaching hose, which form an eflicient system of 
water works, driven by two Worthington pumps capable of forcing water over the highest 
building. The supply is taken from a spring ereek, one and one-quarter miles distant and is 
inexhaustible. 
reat variety of their products. 
There is hardly any article in staple goods, made of cotton and wool, but what they can sup- 


One of the reasons for the success of these mills, is the ¢ 
ply. The following is a list of their productions: Cassimeres, jeans, doeskins, tweeds, lin- 
seys, flannels, wool knitting yarn, cotton knitting yarn, cotton rope, cotton warp yarn, cotton- 
ades, flannelettes, gingham plaids, cheviots, checks, plaids, stripes, hickory, brown sheeting, 
shirting, drilling, eight-ounce osnaburgs, ticking for feathers and mattresses, sewing thread, 
sewing twine for bags and awnings, wrapping twine, honey comb towels, awning, balmoral 
skirts, ete. Samples and prices of all goods will be cheerfully furnished on appleation. 
Very soon they will be running knitting machinery which will turn out hose and underwear 
of a superior quality. These goods have a reputation for excellence that is not surpassed by 
the product of any mills in the world, and the trade for them is drawn from almost every 
state and territory in the union. These mills now employ about a thousand hands, but will 
have almost double that number when all the new machinery is started up. The present 
monthly pay roll is from S1S,000 to S20,000, which will be almost doubled when the increase 
of hands is required. These employes are for the most part taken right from the surround 
ing country aud adjoing counties. One of the blessings of this great enterprise is its benev- 
olence in supplying employment for women and children that would be almost helpless 


without some work of this kind, The people are happy aud contented, aud everything moves 
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along harmoniously. In order that any who may have a desire to immigrate this way, may 
see what inducements are offered, we attach hereto an article from the board of immigration, 
which offers inducements to home builders to come to the vicinity, well worth considering. 

In aletter to Mr. A. BE. Randle, of Washington, D. C., dated Aderdeen, Miss., October 
5, 1890, the Hon. S. A. Jonas, United States Senator, speaking of the cotton industry of the 
South, said:— 

“T do not doubt but that you are familiar with the plant and operations of most of our 
Mississippi factories, yet the following items may be interesting: The Mississippi mills, at 
Wesson, manufacture in woolen goods a more extensive assortment than any other factory in 
this country, and probably in the world. This is due to climatic advantages, suitable water 
for bleaching, ete., and the exeellence of our native wools; while in cotton fabrics their 
range is very extensive, and in addition to cloths and threads, includes a vast line of ecord- 
age. The making of the peculiar twine used for fishing purposes on the North Pacific and 
Alaska coasts, has long been an extensive branch of their trade. The buildings of this fac- 
tory cover about six acres of ground, are from three to five stories high. The factory 
proper includes three mills, huge brick affairs of most approved model. No. 1, three 
stories, 50x350 feet; No. 2, four stories, 50x212 feet; No. 3, completed last year, tive 
stories, D0x240 feet, surmounted by two towers six stories high, with water tanks of 5,000 
gallons capacity. There is another tower eight stories high, containing a 20,000 gallon 
tank, from which pipes and automatic sprinklers convey water for extinguishment of fires 
to all parts of the buildings. A fourth building is 40x1,000 feet and two stories high, 
and there is also a one story loom shed, 175x540 feet. To people living beyond our bor- 
ders, and even to most of our own people, these figures are astounding. 

“Tn these buildings are thirty thousand cotton spindles, thirty complete sets of woolen 
machinery and eight hundred looms; tbe latter to be increased to one thousand two hun- 
dred within the next few weeks. In addition to this plant is a complete outtit of the most 
approved machinery and appliances for dyeing, finishing, packing, ete.,and the motive power 
is supplied by great engines aggregating over one thousand horse-power for actual service. 
These mills also have storage warehouses for six thousand bales of cotton, and wool rooms 
with capacity for over two million pounds. This amount of material is, I think, about the 
quantity of staples required annually by these mills. The cisterns have a capacity of one 
hundred and fifteen thousand gallons, supplied by pipes from a creek over a mile from the 
mills. In addition to other plants, they are now putting in knitting machinery, and will 
enter the market this season with hose and underwear made from our wonderful Lake wool. 
The number of hands employed now is two thousand, and I have good authority for saying that 
the force will be increased as soon as all of this new machinery is in place. A large proportion 
of the hands are women and children, and all, except the foreman and wachinists, are from 
the surrounding country. You and I well remember when this mill site was a pine forest, 
hardly worth fifty cents an acre, and now it is a bustling factory town of about four thousand 
people, and the mill, though enjoying exemption for a term of ten years upon its new build- 
ing and plaut, stil] pays taxes on nearly a million dollars worth of property, and probably 
yields dividends of from thirty to forty per cent. 

“T cite this mill particularly to show you the results of judicious management in that 
line in Mississippi, for it may be said that almost every dollar that is in this factory came 
out of it and was earned by it, with Mississippi owners, managers, employes, staples, water 
and fuel, they use wood; and every bit of machinery not controlled by patent outside is sup- 
pliod by state builders, These mills and those at Natchez, Eaterprise, Wanita, and else. 
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where in the state are crowded with orders, and always pushed to full capacity of plant. 
When out at Cheyenne, Wyo., in 18SS, I was surprised and gratified to find Governor Moon- 
light of that territory, Register Wilson, the secretary of state, the surveyor-general, and 
many other prominent officials, clothed in goods from the Wesson mills, and in 1S82 both of 
the Mississippi and Georgia senators were clothed in beautiful suits of cloth made by the 
Wanita mills, of our state. But I tire you. J will only add that Mississippi offers greater 
advantages and facilities to the cotton and woolen manufacturers than any other state in the 
Union, and I am anxious to see you at once utilize this grand Carrollton property. Nemem- 
ber, that under the operation of the long and short haul of the inter-state commerce law, 
we enjoy a vast advantage over eastern mills in the trade with the trans-Mississippi country, 
China, Japan and the islands of the South seas in the all-controlling matter of freights 
to western seaboard.” 

Robert E. Williams, Wesson, Miss., although but a short time a resident of Mississippi, 
Mr. Williams has made himself decidedly popular with those around him, and as secretary: 
and treasurer of the Mississippi mills, a position to which he was appointed in August, 1891, 
his career will be noted with no common interest. Mr. Williams was born at Port Royal, 
Va., June 11, 1846. His father was Dr. G. A. Williams, and his mother was Miss M. R. 

- Blackmore, both native Virginians. At the age of fourteen he removed with his parents to 
Missouri, and his earlier efforts in life were those of assisting his father on the farm. Later 
in life he removed to St. Louis, Mo. where he engaged in commercial pursuits until his 
appointment to his present position. Mr. Williams has no organic connection with any 
church, but is a believer in divinity and christian organization. He is unmarried, and lke 
most bachelors, contented with his lot. Personally, Mr. Williams is of a decidedly retiring 
disposition and of as equally pronounced modesty. He is of medium hight and good build 
and robust constitution. He has an open, frank face that wins confidence at once and a 
manner of speech that bids the stranger welcome. He is a brother of Mr. Williams of the 
large wholesale dry goods firm of Richardson, Williams & Co. of New Orleans. Mr. 
Williams’ whole life since he arrived at early manhood has been devoted to clerical labors in 
which he is an expert. He was one of the organizers of the Office Men’s club of St.. Louis, 
a club of more than usual note. 

In reviewing the names of the men in Newton county, who have made a career for them- 
selves worthy of record, that of W. B. Richardson is found among the most prominent. He 
is a native of Caswell county, N. C., but was taken during his infancy by his parents to Clris- 
tian county, Ky. There he passed an uneventful youth until the breaking out of the Civil 
war. He at once enlisted under Capt. Tom Woodward, of Christian county ; the company 
went at once to’Clarksville, Tenn., to be sworn into the service; thence, to Camp Boone, and 
afterward was the first company to enter Bowling Green, Ky., atteuded by eight other com- 
panies. Mr. Richardson’s war record was rather phenomenal ; he went through the entire 
conflict without receiving a single wound. Upon the declaration of peace he went back to 
his old home in Kentucky, remaining there until the fall of 1866; at that time he came to 
Brandon, Rankin county, Miss., and entered the employ of Stephens, Willis & Co., in: whose 
service he continued three years. In 1S69 he embarked in the mereantile trade at Newton 
on his own responsibility. The experience he gained while with this successful tirm was the 
foundation of his own fortune. While at Newton, a period of three years, he did an 
extensive business of S250,000 under the firm name of Richardson & Co. He 
also established a business at Jackson, Miss., still retaining control of the business at New- 


ton, In ISSO he returned to Newton, bought out his partner, and is now doing a business of 
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$150,000 annually; he handles more cotton than any firm between Vicksburg and Meridian, 
in the state of Mississippi. Mr. Richardson was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth, 
a daughter of Col. Thomas E. Helm, of Jackson, Miss. She died in 1586, and he was 
married a second time to Miss Mattie Brown, daughter of A. J. Brown. ‘Two sons have 
been born of this union: W. B., Jr., and James. Believing most earnestly in the bonds of 
friendship fostered in fraternities, Mr. Richardson is connected with the Knights of Pythias 
and the Knights of Honor. His wife is a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. The father of W. B. Richardson was James Richardson, who was one of a family 
of four sons and four daughters. 

Prof. 8. R. Ricketts, A. M., one of the professors of Whitworth college, was born at 
Vicksburg, Miss., in 1843. He is the son of Rey. R. B. and Martha (Cosby) Ricketts, natives 
respectively of Kentucky and Georgia. His father was born in 1794, and was a son of 
Abraham Ricketts, of Maryland, and who was of Scotch and Welsh decent. The professor’s 
great-orandfather was the original settler of the family in this country, and located at New 
Castle, Del., among the pioneers at that point. His son, Abraham, followed farming, and 
removed from Delaware to Marysville, Ky., where he became a well-to-do planter, and where 
he reared a large family of sons and daughters, of whom Rev. R. B. Ricketts was the young- 
est. The latter grew to maturity in Kentucky, and was there educated. Removing to 
Jefferson county, Miss., in 1833, he settled near Fayette, where he engaged in planting, 
in which he continued with considerable success. In 1539 he joined the Mississippi annual 
conference of the Methodist Episcopal church. In 1543 he removed to Louisiana and 
engaged in sugar planting, remaining there until 1860, when he took up his residence 
in Iberville parish, where he engaged in cotton planting until the war. After the war 
he removed to Baton Rouge, where he was made steward of the deaf and dumb asylum, 
which position he held until 1868, when he purchased a plantation near Summit, Pike 
county, Miss., from whence he removed in 1575 to Brookhaven, where he died in 157%. 
Although not all of his hfe engaged in preaching, he was ever an active worker for the 
church, devoting heart and soul to all of its varied interests. In politics he was a 
whig, and upon those questions which the division between the North and South turned, he 
espoused the Union cause. His wife was born in 1809, and was a daughter of James Cosby, 
a native of Georgia. Her mother, who was Miss Margaret (MeCall) Cosby, was also a native 
of the same state and a first cousin of the wife of Judge Edward McGehee, of Wilkinson 
county. (See sketch of Judge McGehee.) The mother of our subject was one of a family 
of five children, four of whom were daughters, she being the youngest in order of birth. 
She was reared in Wilkinson county, Miss., where she had removed with her parents in 
her childhood. The other members of the family were: Eliza, who married Mr. Williams, 
and after living in Wilkinson county for’a number of years removed to Hinds county, 
thence to California in 1869, dying there quite recently; Harriet married James Fuqua, 
and lived in Wilkinson county a great portion of her life, removing to Clinton, Miss., 
and thence to Baton Rouge, where she died; Louisa, who married Robert Germany, and 
lived and died in Centerville, Miss. (See sketch of Charles Germany). Martha, the mother 
of Prof. Ricketts, died in Summit in 1573, having been for many years an earnest and 
devoted worker in the Methodist church; Scott lived in Wilkinson county and died there in 
middle life. The father of Prof. Ricketts was first married to Miss Shaw, of Jefferson 
county, Miss., by whom he had two sons who removed with him to Baton Rouge and died 
while at college. His mother was first married to Mr. Chrissman, of Woodville. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Ricketts were born three sons and three dauehters, of whom two sous and two 
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daughters are yet living. Barron C. died in the army; Mary L. is now Mrs. Woodside, of 
Baton Rouge, La.; Patti died in her thirteenth year; Henry P. is the city editor of the 
Memphis Scimitar; Lucy is a teacher in the public schools of Memphis, Tenn. 

Prof. Ricketts was reared near Baton Rouge and principally at the collegiate institutions 
of that time. Later he attended Centenary college, at Jackson, La. After receiving his 
degree at the last named college, he taught school for a short time in the collegiate institute, 
until 1862, when he joined the Second Louisiana cavalry, and a few months later he was 
tranferred to the Signal corps at Port Hudson. He was captured at the time of Bauk’s first 
movement at Port Hudson, and was a prisoner for a time at New Orleans. After his release 
on parole, he went to camp at Enterprise, Miss., being exchanged only after a year of imac- 
tivity. He reported to General Forrest, at Columbus, Miss., and was sent on signal duty to a 
point near Grand Gulf, where he remained until the close of the war, when he was paroled 
at Jackson, Miss. Removing with his family to Jackson, La., he taught for a short time in 
the collegiate institute, until he was appointed to a position in the United States revenue office 
at Baton Rouge, which he filled until February, 1867, wheu he removed to Port Gibson, and 
became a teacher in the collegiate academy, remaining there until 1873. During the last 
year of his connection with the institute he held the position of principal. He then became 
connected with Whitworth college, in which he has found a field of labor since, baving taught 
the advanced classes in all of the departments, but baving for the most part filled the chair 
of professor of mathematics. For years be was Dr. Johnson’s chief assistant. His career 
as a teacher has been one of almost unexampled success, and his connection with this institu- 
tion has brought to rt much wel] deserved credit and prosperity. He married Miss Bertha 
Burnley, a graduate of Whitworth college, and a daughter of Col. Edwin and Maria 
Burnley, of Copiah county, Miss. Her father was a native of Virginia, who came to Missis- 
sippi in 1830, locating in Copiah county, and becoming a well-to-do planter. He was a very 
popular and inflnential man, having at one time held the office of secretary of state in Vir- 
ginia. Her mother was a native of New Jersey, and came to Port Gibson as a teacher in 
1843. She taught there and elsewhere in Mississippi. She is yet living, making her home 
with Professor Ricketts and his wife. She became the mother of three sons and one daughter, 
named: Robert, Edwin, John and Bertha. Professor Ricketts was first married to Miss Katy 
Bessy, the daughter of Judge T. T. Bessy, and who died in 1873. Mr. and Mrs. Ricketts 
are members of the Methodist Church South, and among its most liberal supporters. Prof. 
Ricketts is a member of the order of Knights of Honor. 

Gen. Benjamin 8. Ricks, Yazoo City, is entitled to a space in this record of the leading 
men of Mississippi, both on account of personal worth and the position he oceupies in the 
business circles of Yazoo county. He is a son of Benjamin Sherrod and Frances (Winter) 
Ricks, natives of North Carolina and Virginia, respectively. His father was born in 1882, 
and was reared in Halifax county, N. C. He was graduated at Chapel Hill college, 
in 1828, and was also a graduate in medicine; he did not, however, euter into the practice of 
the profession, but in early life devoted himself to planting in Mississippi, to which state he 
had removed in 1830. In 1840 be went into the commission business in New Orleans in 
partnership with John Carroll, which be continued until 1862, though in the meantime he 
was associated with other men. He was a most excellent business man, and acquired a large 
fortune before the war. He was not an aspirant to political honors, and would never accept 
public office. Politically he was an old line whig, and a true and Joyal friend of the sunny 
South. The maternal grandfather of our subject was Major Winter, a native of Virginia. 
The Ricks family is of Welsh extraction, and the Winters family is of English stock. The 
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grandmother Winter was a daughter of Bailey Washington, who was a first cousin to Gen. 
George Washington. General Ricks was born in Madison county, Miss., May 24, 1843. 
He was educated at the Bingham school and Princeton university. The war coming on 
before he had finished his course, he left his books to go to battle. He enlisted in company 
C, l'wenty-eighth Mississippi cavalry, and was promoted to first hentenant and adjutant of 
his regiment. In 1880 he was made major general of the state militia by Governor Lowry. 
He served through the entire war with W. H. Jackson’s division of cavalry in Frank Arm- 
strong’s brigade. He was in the battles of Atlanta and Adairsville, and in the latter engage- 
ment was wounded. After his recovery he was in many hard-fought battles in Tennessee. 
He was in Gainesville, Ala., at the time of the surrender. After his return from the war, he 
began planting in Yazoo county, where he hus lived a retired, quiet life on his plantation, 
Belle Prairie. In 1882 he removed to Yazoo City, where he had built a handsome home. In 
1873 he was married in Geneva, Switzerland, to Miss Fanny Jones, of Charlotte, N. C., a 
daughter of Edmond P. Jones, also a native of North Carolina. General Ricks has been a 
member of the levee board since 1SS4, and has done eflicient service. He is one of the 
largest planters of the Yazoo delta, raising about three thousand bales of cotton annually. 
He owns not less than eighteen thousand acres of land, six thousand acres being under cul- 
tivation. He is interested in the Cotton Compress & Warehouse company, and other 
important enterprises of his city. Although not a member of any church, he has ever main- 
tained a high moral standing, and as a citizen, business man and neighbor, he has few equals 
and no superiors. ; 

William W. Rife, planter, Bolivar, Miss., is a Mississippian by birth and bringing up, 
and his parents, William and Martha J. (Collins) Rife were natives of that state also. ‘The 
father was a pioneer of Washington county, Miss., and settled near the present site of Green- 
ville before that town was founded. He was a farmer by pursuit and died in that county in 
1643 or 1544, respected aud honored by all. The mother received Ler final summons in 
1853. William W. Rife was born near Greenville, Washington county, Miss., in 1835, and 
was liberally edueated in Centenary college, Jackson, La. He came to Bolivar county in 
1869, and as he had been trained to the duties of the plantation from early boyhood he very 
naturally chose that as his life’s occupation. He now has about five hundred acres adjoin- 
ing the village of Bolivar and has three hundred and fifty acres under a fine state of cultiva- 
tion. his was formerly the home of General Vick, of Vicksburg, but it was a wilderness at 
the time Mr. Rife purchased it. He has it well improved and stocked and everything about 
the place indicates to the beholder that a thorough hand is at the helm. He is also the 
owner of a good steam cottongin with improved machinery, ete. 

~ Thomas Rigby (deceased) who was for many years a resident of Vicksburg, was born in 
Manchester, England, in 1802, a son of George and Martha Ellen (Houson) Rigby, the 
former of whom was a minister of the Methodist chureh and came to America about 1820, 
locating in Missouri, where he preached the gospel and resided until his death, his wife also 
passing from life in that state. Thomas Rigby was educated in England and came to 
America with his parents, locating with them in Missouri, in which state his boyhood days 
were spent in tilling his father’s farm, and in attending the public schools. After attaining 
a suitable age he tanght school, but at about the time he aitained his majority he determined 
to seek fresh fields and came to Vicksburg, Miss., which place was then known as Walnut 
Hills, Here he followed the calling of a builder and contractor for two years, at the end of 
which time he purchased a grocery store, which he successfully conducted for several years. 


During this time he also purchased some land from time to time, and in this manner soon 
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became one of the largest landholders of the county. In the fifties, with several others, he 
purchased the railroad from Vicksburg to Jackson, and these gentlemen with their own 
private means completed the road to Meridian. After serving for many years as vice presi- 
dent of the road, Mr. Rigby became its president, continuing sueh until it was purchased by 
a syndicate, when he retired in 1882 at the age of eighty years. Prior to the Civil war he 
was very wealthy, but during the struggle between those two great factions he lost $000,000, 
In 1846 he erected the home on Grove street, where his widow now resides... He was mar- 
ried to Mrs. Mary Ann Stovall, nee Jewell, a native of Maine and a daughter of Joseph Jewell, 
who died in the North. Her first husband, Mr. Stovall, died in 1542, leaving one child, 
another child being born after his death. Mr. Rigby’s marriage. took place in 1Sto and 
resulted in the birth of two sons und two daughters: Thomas M. died in infancy, George 
Henry died at the age of three and a half years, Mary Illen became the wife of R. F. Beck, 
Thomasina became the wife of M. Wolsey, and resides at Selma, Ala. During the last six 
years of Mr. Rigby’s life he was an invalid and died March 80, 1859, at the age of eighty- 
seven years, having been an earnest member of the Methodist church for many years, of 
which church Mrs. Rigby has been a member for tifty years. He had long been a well- 
known citizen of Vicksburg, and not one of its residents stood higher in the estimation of the 
public or lived a truer Christian life. He was about five feet ten inches in hight, with blue 
eyes and fair hair, and his face was always smoothly shaven. In disposition he was amiable 
and was kind to and considerate of the wants of his family. He was a self-made man, quite 
an extensive traveler, and almost from the foundation of the town he was identified with its 
progress and development. Mr. Rigby was a very old and very high Free Mason, and was 
buried with every Masonic honor. His widow survives him at the present writing (1891), a 
true type of noble womanhood. 

Among the residents of Franklin county, Miss., the name of Dr. Reuben J. Right is a 
faimitiar one, for during the twenty-nive years that he has practiced his profession ia this 
section he has become eminent asa medical practitioner, and is also highly respected and 
esteomed as a citizen and neighbor. He was born in this county in 1884 to Kendle and 
Louisa (Millsaps) Right, the former of whom was born in the state of Georgia in 1507, and 
about 1814 removed with his parents to Adams county, Miss., settling on a woodland plan- 
tation east of Washington. After residing here only a short time they became residents of 
Franklin county, taking up their abode on what is now known as Right’s camp ground, on 
the Homochitto river. On this property the paternal grandfather died when the subject of 
this sketch was a small boy, being survived only one year by his widow. Wendle Right 
inherited German blood of his father, and many of the sterling business principles and char- 
acteristics of the German people, among which may be mentioned honesty, industry and 
frugality. He was married in Copiah county, but the first years of his married life were 
spent in this county, after which he moved to Copiah county, his death occurring there in 
1857. He was a moderately suecessful planter, and had long been an earnest and worthy 
member of the Methodist Hpiscopal Chureh South. His widow died on the 18th of November, 
1890, having attained to the advanced age of eighty-one years. She was also a Methodist 
in religious belief. Her father, William Millsaps, came from Alabama to Copiah county 
when this region was almost a wilderness, engaged in planting here, and soon became well 
known, for his intelligence and enterprise placed him among the leading men of this section. 
Dr, Reuben J. Right was one of twelve children born to his parents, five of whom lived to 
years of maturity: Mlijah, who is residing on the old home place in Copiah county; Uriah 
W., deceased, was a prisoner at Camp Chase, Ohio, and died there, being captured on Hood's 
















































































ss 
i Sep cree: b awe Ye 
j 4 cv “ “im TO ye he ie SAR? ot bediier: vail eu 
(Wu ri ven orld sraaveded vie aon 4 patie “ian or liane “ay - 
-T 1 ie Wee 7 miel wee diate 4 yah) uo ‘mare wilt he Te OY 1¢ 82 Bt al A 
, 1 wi eth To certain i free he enti jinvode ray a wih in rc or 
tH i f 7 pentts . 4 [ prea fase tory ney kd ; ahah esl ugg ‘fn ths od 
ay A scat "oralera dl eke dbtwet via cently mri unmet “filings net NT 
: i } Tn ' eeibyerah owe ben eome one 2G shoaiel why anh yh Crraa 
i Moy qld ae rt vralt roo Ud a ben wot? 16 sya wild da hoih mirett’ 
i 7 t 1 wi ! i Laxey 4 i } i ii if ue oliw on oan vial asa suctct'D ‘- ‘ 
: yo i by trate Eihaer j 1 wer oak as ! vil a Verurel cit to ane 
| 4 
Ha 7 it £ mai reve 4 oy Se ihe We Oo a cvaTte anil yhteay ? ' oven 
iis wf Aed ofl wey wth WO) ‘rere #8 wp amit arth, Hounits doit 
it be woe goad ot ded | taevede | fiahise® oh te one 4 ni Fyvie xy ‘wall nv Ty desilio iw ron 
ht tt bevy al evh Gnade aaw oH iba epee? uated '‘ havil 0) aif faq 
' 
tery p eit prOn (F ; s wild 2 eraely sow gost ail bre tind “pint ‘haa Pate” 
jie ent, riceit aid le sion vo Tis Of batl aw baw 
hd ahijiueis inharmay oa a sine 
thw wan lf j L j } av & ao eB 
f } Teale i 4 | ra yr eae! 
f in yoatsreyd ‘ait pie. \wauieeoo ft Pilg: P 
: a wid a aia a «oy deve en SHY Rd eee ee ah is) 
wyel) Geo ‘| j i iE PB Co YIhawe ERs. yet eit +o i ils SL 4 
: } i tes 1 at bow sevoltioeng The eae) Ni on ond el ait anitooa a 
bia albeing a ja di al aed seve oie ; hearer 
bis ' 1a ry eae 137 ! Se) 
at rei apie LE ivdnwon anak of atsonac aid die hevoney IA 
: rete ; 4 ' 44 yee MTR, SH rhiaot tara etgardenY! vi danny wotad 
Bay tigy? ij a4 © weed woe al leihe aie ohadts w48di get ywidat hanes vit crae”? 
if f { boul wy rs of f 7 eee li Tt ott soul od 
1} iii [ri wy 4 fod frowivane yniod ¥ {lvoe # anw totale , wi 
1! pret ey i 7! pinnae 4) a a) eid To fs seyey fail OEY wi} bali voted 
on vatenbat 3 ev 7 ui wena agri) all es esileliale a : 
- vei Te ' ott nal » ‘ tin sive eae DEL etsy! 
pepe) i. y il { swt | ri PERT AOS aul? ev deer 
art : nets 1 ext by aiwebed a aawalt | YS.) a 
then o to URE ect go beh wohrw eS rs aforeil’D tA qoxighl v7 nibodialf att to *redatent 
eid ela BRA rar any YIGS o Yop heen dr hwy aitt ot henialin gnivnd ORB r 
vid > i weed ofs rggt ts 1A. inti ft is ' a Edy: AT aS il§ + et t Anita Rist igitey’ nt at 
lew melee py von red walneal Br agape | eneo7 allie @ totaly eew canis ail ned 
yokineseids Ve mean, Rena tl yepcntin | nyeley Getrepradivn F nx osnegiilotat eid to} 0 wont 
uw) freeeef ios fa a7 wine dad ato vePihixia wrlawe hd 6 do any yaesiil oly aadiielt ad 
dahl sine daiqoo ie anki; sino Die sdf wes palin vt ai Galyr’ agile a :Yiiudect ne 
"ha fT pe Ki dep Bri ny Pew tj ny forth ‘eitG a wi quan ae vaniodu 8 new baeawed 
' ; ie ih tbe) 








TT hee ie 


pee 


Cie ey 


aS 


1st eit 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 683 


raid through Nashville; the subject of this sketch is next in order of birth; Sarah K., wife of 
George W. Mock, of Kansas, and Margaret J., widow of Frank Sessions. The Doctor was 
given the advantages of the common schools of Copiah county, and in 1558 began pursuing 
the study of medicine, for which he had a natural inclination, and under the able instruction 
of Dr. Hugh McLaurin he made rapid progress in his studies. While preparing himself for 
the practice of medicine he was also engaged in teaching school for about four years, and in 
1860-1 he attended the University of Louisiana, and since 1862 has practiced his profession 
with success, his first experience being in Adams county, where he was married, in March, 
1861, to Miss Sarah E., daughter of Benjamin I’. and Sarah Tate, who came to this state 
from Virginia, the latter dying in 1809, on the plantation of Robert Tate, the former in 
1872 in Franklin county, at the residence of the Rights. Mrs. Tate was formerly a Miss 
Stephens, a relative of Alexander H. Stephens. Mrs. Right was born in Washington, Adams 
county, Miss., and after having lived an earnest Christian life died in 1874, leaving, besides 
her husband, a family of four children to mourn her death: Lula, wife of Ralph L. Weibin; 
Robert J.; Alice and Margaret J. Since 1867 the Doctor has been a resident of Franklin 
county, and has owned and operates Magnolia Grove plantation, which is situated about 
three miles southwest of Roxie and contains sixteen hundred acres, of which three hundred 
acres are under cultivation. Besides this he has five hundred and forty acres on Homochitto 
river, and the most of his property has been acquired by his own efforts. Since 1891 he has 
resided in Roxie. His second marriage was consummated ‘in 1876, Miss Sarah E. Black 
becoming his wife. She was bornin Pike county, and died in 1887, a member of the Meth- 
odist church. She bore the Doctor seven children, two of whom are living: Cecil and Stacy 
Ellen. The Doctor isa member of S. B. Stampley lodge No. 222 of the A. F. & A. M., at 
Roxie, in which order he has attained to the council degree. He is a man who ranks high 
in his profession, possesses excellent business qualifications, and is progressive and public- 
spirited in his views. He has been one of the substantial citizens of Franklin county, and 
would give prestige to any community in which he might choose to make his home. 

F. L. Riley, Sr., a merchant of Hebron, Lawrence county, Miss., was born in this state 
in 1835, a son of E. M. and Mary (Shows) Riley. His father was a native of Georgia and a 
prominent planter, and his mother a native of Mississippi. F. L. Riley, Sr., is the sixth 
son and tenth child in a family of thirteen children, named as follows: John S., Elizabeth, 
Nancy, Ellender, James C., William, Mary, George W., Andrew J., Franklin L. (the subject 
of this sketch), Edward M., Sophronia A., and Missouri J. Mr. Riley received his educa- 
tion in this county, and afterward taught school for five years, until 1861, when he enlisted 
in company B, of the Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, under Captain Funtches. Being among 
the first volunteers he was sent to Virginia, and placed under the command of Stonewall 
Jackson. He took part in all the battles fought during Jackson’s campaign in the Shenan- 
doah valley, and in the seven days’ fight around Richmond. He was in the engagements 
at second Bull run and Antietam. In the latter he was wounded and sent to Lynchburg, 
Va., where he remained ashort time, until sent home on a furlough. He was at home about 
two months, and during that time married Miss Balsorah I. Weathersby. He rejoined his 
regiment at Fredericksburg in time to participate in the battle at that place, afterward tak- 
ing part in the battles of Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Spottsylvania, and all the other prin- 
cipal engagements in the Virginia campaign. A few days before the general surrender he 
was captured in Fort Gregg, in front of Petersburg, and taken to Point Lookout, where, 
after being kept a prisoner about three months, he was paroled July 1, 1865, and returned 


home. First he turned his attention to planting, and then, in 1871, he opened a store at 
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Hebron, Lawrence county, Miss., and has since done a successful business as a general 
merchant. To Mr. and Mrs. Riley have been born a large family, eight of whom are now 
living: Mollie E., Franklin L., Jefferson D., Balsorah, John B., James D., Ellen, and May. 
Those deceased are: Edward D., Robert E., and Mand FE. Mollie is now the wife of Dr. 
J. R. Berry, and resides at Hebron. Mr. Riley is a democrat, and cast his first presidential 
vote for James Buchanan. He is a Master Mason, and he and his wife are members of the 
Baptist church. Besides a large and well-stocked store at Hebron, he owns about one 
thousand acres of land, a good proportion of which is in a high state of cultivation. Mr. 
Riley is an able business man and a very popular citizen. He gives his support to every- 
thing having a tendency to benefit the public. 

F. L. Riley, Jr., son of F. L. Riley, Sr., was born in Simpson and reared in Lawrence 
county. After receiving a preparatory education in the common schools, he entered Missis- 
sippi college in 1884, where he received the degree of A. B. in 1889, taking first honors in 
aclass of nine. He received the degree of A. M. in June, 189f. While in college he was 
editor-in-chief of the Mississippi College Magazine, and first lieutenant of the Mississippi 
College Invincibles. During the four and one half years of his college life he never received 
a demerit or a reproof from any member of the faculty of that institution. Immediately 
after graduation he was employed as principal of Hebron high school, and since that time 
has successfully conducted the affairs of that institution. He was married to Miss Fannie 
Leigh in July, 1891. She was born in Cleburne, Texas, but when quite young, owing to the 
death of her parents, made her home with her aunt, Mrs. M. L. Powell, in Grenada, Miss. 
She graduated at the Central Female institute in 1886. After graduating she taught in 
this institution two sessions. For the last two sessions she has been teacuing music in the 
Hebron high school. Mr. Riley is a democrat, being a member of the democratic executive 
committee of Lawrence county. He isa very talented and promising young man, with a 
bright future before lim, if his life be spared. 

In reviewing the pioneer history of Carroll county, the name of Benjamin Roach is 
found as early as 1835, in which year he located near Carrollton; the town then consisted 
of a few houses, as it had but recently been laid out, and the time since it had been made the 
county-seat had not long passed. Mr. Roach made his home with Col. John L. Irwin, for 
three years, and one year of that time he was tutor to the Colonel’s children. He next came 
to Carrollton and started a tannery, and did a large business for six years; in connection 
with this he carried on the manufacture of boots, shoes and saddles, attracting a fine pat- 
ronage in this line of trade. Disposing of his manufacturing interests, he went to the 
country and engaged in farming, but in 1852, he returned to town and re-embarked in the 
mercantile trade, to which he has since devoted his time and energies. Mr. Roach is a 
native of Davidson county, N. C., born October 30, 1812; he was reared and educated in 
the county of his birth. John Roach, his father, was also a native of North Carolina; he 
was aman of good abilities, and had an unusually fine education for the timein which he 
lived; he was a surveyor by profession. The Roach family are descendants from English 
ancestors. John Roach married Margaret Miller, a native of North Carolina, and of Ger- 
man lineage. Benjamin Roach, their son, was married in Carroll county, Miss., September 
6, 1838, to Nancy Ann Goodson, who was born in Hinds county, Miss., and is a daughter 
of James and Elizabeth Goodson. She died March 26, 1885, mourned by all who had known 
her. She was the mother of four sons and four daughters: Elizabeth, the wife of Joseph 
H. Lawrence, of Hinds county, Miss.; Margaret, wife of D. Mayes, of Oxford, Miss. ; 
Ellen, wife of Dr. 'T. H. Matthews, of Carrollton, Miss.; Nannie, wife of M. Russell, of 
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Canton, Miss.; the sons were Thomas J., who was a soldier in the Confederate army, and was 
killed at the battle of Gettysburg; B. I., a merchant of Carrollton; James L., deceased 
leaving a wife and four children; and Charles B.. who died at the age of seventeen years. 
Mr. Roach is a member of the Baptist church, and has been clerk of the same church for 
fifty years, his accomplishments in the way of penmanship well fitting him for that office. 
He also belongs to the Masonic fraternity, andis a royal and select Master Mason; he has 
served as secretary of his lodge for thirty years. 

Dr. Joseph C. Robert, a physician of Centerville, Miss., is a native of Beaufort district, 
S. C., and is the second child and eldest son born to the marriage of William H. Robert 
and Georgia W. Clark, the former of whom was a native of the same district and the lat- 
ter of Columbia, S. C. William H. Robert was born July 15, 1821. He was the son of 
James Jehu and Phcebe (McKenzie) Robert, natives of South Carolina and of Savannah, 
Ga., respectively. James Jehu Robert (who was familiarly known as Deacon Jehu), 
was the son of John and Elizabeth (Dixon) Robert; John Robert was the son of Jacques 
and Sarah (Jaudon) Robert, both of whom were natives of South Carolina; Jacques 
Robert was the son of Pierre and Judith (Videaunt) Robert; Pierre was the son of Rey. 
Pierre Robert (who was born near Basel, Switzerland), and Jean (Bayer) Robert (also a 
native of Switzerland). The father of Rev. Pierre Robert was Daniel Robert, of Saint 
Imier, Switzerland, whose paternal ancestors were from Wales. His wife was a Huguenot 
lady whose Christian name (Marie) only is known. Daniel Robert was born about the year 
1625. One of his sons, Pierre Robert (mentioned above), was a minister. He was born in 
1655, and being exiled by the revocation of the edict of Nantes, he came with other 
Huguenots to South Carolina in 1685 and settled near the Santee river. Of his presence 
there, Ramsey, the historian of South Carolina, makes prominent mention. He was pastor 
of the church at Santee from 1685 to 1715. He is mentioned by the Presbyterian his- 
torian, Rey. Dr. Howe, as a Waldensian pastor of Piedmont. The French colony on the 
Santee is thus described by Lawson, who visited them from England in 1700, He says: 
‘‘They lived as comfortably as any planters in these Southward parts of America.’’ He 
commended them for their temperance, industry and brotherly affection. ‘They are all 
of the same opinion of the Church of Geneva, there being no difference among them 
respecting the punctilios of their Christian faith. There is a happy and delightful con- 
cord in all other matters throughout the whole neighborhood, as kindred, everyone making 
it his business to share in the misfortunes and rejoice in the adyance of the others of the 
community.’’ Rey. Pierre Robert died in 1715, leaving three children: Pierre, Jean and 
Elias. Pierre, the eldest son, was born at Basel, Switzerland, in 1650, and came with his 
parents to South Carolina in 1685, and married Judith Videaunt in 1706. He died in March, 
1731, leaving four children: Captain Pierre, Jacques, Madeline and Elizabeth (who married 
Elias Jaudon, a prominent man in the public affairs of the South Carolina colony). 
Jacques Robert, the second son, was born April, 1711, was married to Sarah Jaudon in 
1735, and died in 1774. He left seven children: James, Peter, Elizabeth, Joun, Elias, 
Sarah and Judith. John Robert, the fourth child, was born in July, 1742, married, April 
19, 1770, Elizabeth Dixon, a granddaughter of Landgrave Smith, and died February 24, 
1826, leaving nine children: Mary H., Elizabeth Ann, John H., Thomas S., William H., 
James Jehu, Benjamin N., Sarah D. and Lucia. James Jehu, the sixth child, was born in 
November, 1781, and in 1802 he married Charlotte Lawton, by whom he had seven children: 
Thirza, Benjamin J., Joseph T., Eliza J., Alexander L., Sarah H. and Benjamin J.; 
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and by his second marriage (in 1817 to Phoebe McKenzie) he had twelve children: Law- 
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rence J., William H., Milton G., Adaline E., Juliana E., Charlotte H., Alexander J., 
Francis W., Richard F., J. Story, Benjamin I’. and Edward A. The father of these chil- 
dren was a man of wealth and education, was highly religious and well respected. He was 
famous for his hospitality and generous disposition, and was prominent in everything he 
undertook. He was deacon of the Baptist church in Robertville, 5S. C., for thirty years. 
Of his nineteen children, thirteen lived to be grown, and at his death, in 1852, twelve were 
yet living. 

The first wife was descended from Landgrave Thomas Smith, of England. She was 
born in 1788, and died in 1817. Her husband, James Jehu Robert, was descended from 
the same Thomas Smith on his mother’s side. The second wife was born in 1797, and died 
in 1854. She was a woman of sterling Christian character, and was the granddaughter of 
Dr. George Mosse, deacon of the Baptist church at Savannah, Ga. William H., the 
second child of the second marriage, was born July 15, 1521, near Robertville, S. C., where 
he was reared. He was educated at South Carolina university. He started in business as a 
planter, and was married in 1840, becoming a Baptist minister about 1844, at his native 
town. He moved to Georgia in 1851, where he was pastor of the first Baptist church of 
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Atlanta, from 1852 to 1854. He filled the chair of mathematics at Cherokee Baptist college 
at Cassville, Ga., for two years, and was pastor of the Baptist church at Marietta, Ga., for 
two years. He was president of the Southern Female college at La Grange, Ga., for several 
years, and during the latter part of the war was appointed missionary to the Confederate 
troops. After the war he went to Little Rock, Ark., where he became pastor of the First 
Baptist church. He has been recently living in Denison, Tex., and was there engaged in 
ministerial work. Georgia W. Clark, his first wife, was born in Columbia, S. C., December 
22, 1822, and died iu 1870. She was the daughter of John W. and Mary (Roach) Clark, of 
Columbia, S.C. She was finely educated, and was a model Christian mother. To her 
marriage were born eight children, five of whom lived to be grown, and four of them 
are yet living: Eloise E., married Rey. Charner T. Scaife, of South Carolina, and died in 
1872; Joseph C., the subject of this sketch; William H., who is now a druggist of Denison, 
Tex.; James Jehu, a prominent pbysician of Hillsboro, Tex., and Sallie P., who married 
J. W. Whitaker, of Wilkinson county, Miss. The father of these children was married the 
second time to Mrs. Power, nee Miss Lea, of Alabama, a lady of marked intelligence and 
piety, a sister-in-law of Gen. Sam Houston, of Texas. She died January 24, 1891. Dr. 
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Robert, the subject of this sketch, was born in 1844; was reared in Georgia, and was educated at 
the Cherokee Baptist college and at the Georgia Military institute. In 1862 he became a mem- 
ber of company E, Fourth regiment, Georgia infantry, and was afterward commissioned a 
lieutenant in the Confederate provisional army. At the close of the war he studied medicine, 
and graduated at the Nashville Medical college, Nashville, Tenn., in 1868. He then went 
to Arkansas where he practiced his profession for five years; then moved to Wilkinson county, 
Miss. (1873), locating in Centerville in 1874, where he has since resided and practiced his 
profession. He was married in March, 1870, to Miss Rebecca Whitaker of this county, who 
was born in 1849, and died in 1877, leaving a family of two children: Joseph C., now in 
the senior class of the Agricultural and Mechanical college of Mississippi, and William Pierre, 
of the United States Naval academy at Annapolis. The Doctor’s second marriage was in 
January, 1879, to Fannie Harris, daughter of H. J. Harris, a prominent Methodist minister 
of this state. She was born in 1$42 in Mississippi, and has borne her husband four children: 
Fannie R., Henry H., Shelby A. and James Jehu. Mrs. Robert is a member of the Method- 
ist church, and Dr. Robert is a member and deacon of the Baptist church of Centerville. 

In the midst of the failures and disasters of life it is a real pleasure to review the career 
of a man whose efforts have finally been crowned with success. Charles Roberts is an Amer- 
ican by adoption, having been born in Plymouth, England, November 24, 1831. He was 
educated in the land of his birth, and did not emigrate to the United States until 1852. He 
spent six years in the East and the state of Ohio, and in 1858 he came to Mississippi, making 
a permanent settlement in Oxford. Since that time he has taken rank among the most’ pro- 
gressive citizens of the town. At the outbreak of the Civil war he abandoned his business 
and entered the Confederate service. He was in Stanford’s battery for two years, and par- 
ticipated in many a hard-fought battle. Among the most important are: Perryville, Mur- 
freesboro and Chickamauga. He was offered at the eud of two years a position in the quar- 
termaster’s department, and served as acting brigade quartermaster until the close of the 
war. He then returned to Oxford and was the first to resume business there. He erected a 
business building on the ruins of the former town, the business portion of which had been 
destroyed by the Federal soldiers. He soon won a very large patronage, and for many years 
past has been one of the leading merchants of the county. He has always taken an active 
interest in the young men in his employ, impressing on them that capacity and integrity was 
all the capital a young man required to insure success in life. He has three dry goods stores 
in the state, located at Oxford, Durant and Gunnison. These enterprises are in a flourish- 
ing condition, and the managing partners are all young men, selected on his theory that 
capacity and integrity are equivalent to capital. From 1878 to 1883 he was out of business 
in Oxford, and during that time was in New Orleans engaged in the cotton trade in the firm 
of Varden, Hawkins & Roberts. In 1875 he was one of the organizers of the Southern bank 
of Oxford. He is now president of the Merchants’ and Farmers’ bank of Oxford, and is 
vice president of the Bank of Yazoo City. He has assisted in the organization of many of 
the banks of Mississippi, and is a stockholder in seven different banking institutions. In 
1854 Mr. Roberts was married, but this union was of short duration as his wife soon after- 
ward died. He was married a second time to Miss Maggie McKee of Yazoo county, and 
this wife died in 1890, leaving four children. The Roberts home is one of the finest and 
most complete in the state. It is artistically furnished, surrounded by well-kept grounds, 
which are shaded by majestic water-oaks. Among other blessings, Mr. Roberts has always 
enjoyed the best of health, and is now in the prime of a vigorous, well-ordered manhood. He 
is a selfinade man in every sense of that term, having come to America without any means 
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except that capital with which he had been endowed by nature. Inu the war he lost all that 
he had accumulated previously, and like so many other sons of the South, had to begin the 
struggle of life over again. He now pays taxes on thirty-seven thousand acres of land. Mr. 
Roberts has been a member of the Presbyterian church for the past twenty-five years. 

In the list of the business establishments of Jackson, Miss., the insurance agency of 
Wharton & Roberts occupies a prominent position. H. C. Roberts, the junior member of 
the firm, was born near Edwards, Hinds county, Miss., in 1860, the youngest of three chil- 
dren born to Isaac and Martha (Todd) Roberts, the mother being the daughter of John Read, 
who was one of the earliest settlers of the county, and died at the age of eighty-four years. 
Isaac Roberts was a Mississippian by bifth and spent the greater part of his life in Hinds 
county, in the progress and prosperity of which he was deeply interested. He was the owner 
of quite extensive plantation interests near Edwards, and prior to the Civil war was one of 
the largest planters in his section. In his latter years he was an invalid and died in July, 
1874, at the age of eighty-four years, an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
The maternal grandfather became the father of quite a large family, four of his sons serving 
in the Confederate army, Maj. Charles Read being a vaval officer of considerable note. 
After the war he ran a vessel from: New Orleans to Central America, his home being in the 
former place, where he held government offices. He died in 1890. John Read, another son, 
is now a Presbyterian minister in the Indian nation. William Read is a physician of 
Bryant, and another son, Joe, is a druggist of the same place. H. C. Roberts was educated 
in the University of Mississippi, but left school in 1881 and engaged in the mercantile busi- 
ness at Raymond with a brother, the firm name being J. W. Roberts & Co., which still 
continues to do the largest business of that place, a full supply of general merchandise and 
plantation supplies being kept constantly on hand. The stock which they carry amounts to 
about $15,000, and their annual sales equal $75,000 at least. In October, 1890, Mr. Roberts 


ance. The proprietors of this firm are business men of experience and sound judgment, and 
under their guidance the business has attained its present excellent proportions. Mr. 
Roberts owns a plantation of one thousand acres near Raymond, of which four hundred acres 
are in a fine state of cultivation. Mr. Roberts is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and as a 
business man, possesses ability of a high order. On April 26, 1888, he was married to Miss 
Corabel Wharton, a daughter of F. A. R. Wharton, an early settler of Mississippi, and to 
their union, one little daughter has been born: Corabel. - 

Although young in years, Perry B. Roberts, stockman, Calhoun, is one of the pros- 
perous men of Madison county, Miss., and is engaged in the stock business at the present 
time. He was born in Iowa on the second of April, 1866, and was the second of three chil- 
dren born to Isaac P. and Margaret (Marr) Roberts, the father a native of New York state and 
the mother of Pennsylvania. The former was professor of agriculture in the Iowa State 
Agricultural college and has held several other important positions which he filled in a very 
creditable manner. Since 1873 he has been professor of agriculture in the Cornell university, 
Ithaca, N. Y., and is one of the prominent men of that state. His father was Edmond Rob- 
erts. The maternal grandparents, James and Mary Marr, were natives of Indiana. Perry 
B. Roberts was reared in York state and educated in Ithaca high school until seventeen years 
of age. He then entered the Cornell university in 1883, graduated from that institution 
four years later, and then came to Mississippi, where he has since been engaged in the stock 
business. He has three thousand acres of pasture and twenty-two hundred cattle, ranging 
all the way from calves to four year old steers. He does not raise, but buys and sells. He 
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pastures about one thousand or twelve hundred through the summer and then fattens four or 
five hundred during the winter for market. He raises his own feed of various kinds suit- 
able for fattening purposes, and thereby dispenses with the expense of buying his feed. 
He also handles sheep but not extensively, having about six hundred head last year. He 
has a trade all over the state, selling to butchers in different parts of the same, and.he also 
ships to Chicago, New York and New Orleans. It pays better, however, to ship to points in 
the state and he makes that a specialty. He is a thoroughgoing, energetic young man and 
is justly deserving of success. He has a fine education and takes a great deal of interest in 
all modern literature. 

Capt. Stokeley E. Roberts, of Fulton, Itawamba county, Miss., has a war record of 
which any man might well feel proud. In 1862 he enlisted at Columbus, Miss., in the Sec- 
ond Mississippi cavalry under Colonel Gordon, and was elected captain of one of the compa- 
hies composing that regiment. He did gallant service in the battle of Harrisburg, and in 
various other engagements and skirmishes in northern Mississippi and Alabama, and was 
paroled at Decatur, Ala., in the spring of 1865. He was born January 23, 1825, a son of 
John and Sarah (Multins) Roberts, both of whom are natives of Georgia. He was educated 
in the common schools of Itawamba county. In 1847 he married Elizabeth R. Spearman, a 
native of Mississippi and a daughter of Elijah and Sydney Spearman, both natives of Ten- 
nessee. To Mr. and Mrs. Roberts have been born thirteen children, eight of whom lived to 
maturity: Sarah E., Mary M., Ophelia A., Ada E., Ida, Zerah, Rubuster, Cleo; and Lafay- 
ette, J. E., Ella, Elijah A. and another unnamed, all deceased. Mr. Roberts is a democrat 
politically, and is a member of ‘the Farmers’ Alliance. He served as deputy marshal for 
four years. He and his wife and all his children are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. He lives on a beautiful plantation, surrounded by all the comforts and most of the 
luxuries of life, and also owns a valuable farm of six hundred acres in Texas. Asa citizen 
he stands deservedly high, having contributed his full share toward the development and 
improvement of the county, and takes a deep interest in all political questions, local, state 
and national. 

Charles Henry Robertson, Hernando, Miss., bas lived in De Soto county since he was a 
child three years of age. He was born in Hardeman county, Tenn., December 19, 1839, 
and is the youngest of a family of eight children. His parents, Gen. J. C. N. and Mar- 
garet (Reagan) Robertson, were natives of Washington county, Tenn. The father was born 
in 1792, and was well and favorably known throughout Tennessee. He was brigadier-gen- 
eral of the state militia, and for fifteen years was sheriff of Hardeman county. He was a 
member of the constitutional convention of the state, and was afterward a member of the 
state senate. He removed to Mississippi in 1842, and settledin De Soto county, three miles 
from Hernando, and engaged in planting. There he passed the remainder of his days, 
his death occurring in 1880. He was a soldier in the war of 1812, holding an official 
position. He was grand master of the Masonic lodge of Tennessee for a number of years. 
His wife survived him, and is still living, at the age of ninety-five years. She was born in 
1795. The paternal grandparents were George and Susan (Nelson) Robertson, both of whom 
lived to be very old. They were of Scotch extraction. The maternal grandparents were 
John and Martha (Black) Reagan, the former being a native of Ireland, and the latter of 
North Carolina. The Blacks were originally from England. Charles Henry Robertson was 
sent to the public schools of his own county, and was also a student at La Grange, Tenn. 
Soon after leaving school, in 1860, he was united in marriage to Miss Emma. Catfey, who 
was born in Hernando, Miss., a daughter of Thomas Y. and Louisa (Hanks) Caffey. (See 
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sketch of T. Y. Caffey.) Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Robertson: Thomas 
Caffey, Charles Reagan, Emma L., John W. and Annie Bell. After his marriage Mr. Rob- 
ertson embarked in the mercantile trade, and has followed the business continuously ever 
since. When there was a call for men to go to the country’s aid he enlisted in 1862, in 
company I, T'wenty-ninth Mississippi volunteer infantry, and served as sergeant-major for 
two years. He was in the battles of Stone river and Chickamauga, and at Lookout mountain 
he was taken prisoner. He was sent to Rock Island, where he was held until the sur- 
render. After his release he returned to his home, and set about rebuilding his shattered 
fortunes. He has been successful in this effort, as he is now the owner of twenty-five hun- 
dred acres of land, two thousand of which are under cultivation. He also owns a half 
interest in the business of Robertson & Goodman, who handle $50,000 annually, and carry 
a stock valued at $10,000; they own their store building, which is worth $5,000. The 
people of De Soto county attested their confidence in Mr. Robertson by calling him to fill the 
office of treasurer, which he did for six years in a very satisfactory manner. He is a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Honor and of the I. O. O. F. fraternity. His wife is a consistent 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Robertson takes a just pride in his career, 
and is well worthy of the high esteem in which he is held by the people of his county. He 
gives freely of his means for the benefit of the public, and no more loyal citizen can be 
found. 

G. M. Robertson was born in Huntsville, Ala., in 1842. During the Civil war he served 
in the Confederate army under Bragg, Forrest and Wheeler, was captured at Franklin, and 
imprisoned at Camp Chase, Ohio. He came to Noxubee county, Miss., in 1866, and in 1870 
was wedded to Miss Ophelia Herron. They have five children: G. J., John M., William M., 
S. Lyttleton and Mary. Mr. Robertson was engaged in the mercantile business for fifteen 
years, and at the same time farmed very successfully—owning at present about thirteen 
hundred acres of choice land. He makesa specialty of growing lespedeza striata and meli- 
totus alba. His sales from these two varieties of seeds, with the hay, aggregated $10,000 in 
the past five years. He contemplates the propagation of other grasses suited to the Southern 
climate. His hay and seed interests are very extensive, and his correspondence extends 
throughout the entire country south of, and including New York, Pennsylvania and Califor- 
nia. Mr. Robertson also pays some attention to stockraising on his Oak Lawn seed and 
stock farm, located at Deer Brook, eleven miles northeast of Macon, and six miles east of 
Brookville. He is a thoroughgoing, progressive business man. Socially he is genial and 
pleasant, and is highly esteemed by the citizens of his county. 

Dr. S. D. Robertson, physician and surgeon, Dover, Yazoo county, Miss., was born in 
Fairfield, S. C., in 1837, and is the second of a family of ten children. His parents are B. 
H. and A. M. (Dixon) Robertson, natives of South Carolina, where they still reside. The 
father is a farmer by occupation. He was a soldier in the Black Hawk, Mexican and Civil 
_ wars, and three of his sons served in the last named conflict. Seven of the ten children lived 
to maturity: Sarah, wife of Capt. Thomas Perry, of South Carolina; S. D.; Barnes, who 
fell at the charge of Drury’s Bluff; Dixon, a planter of Fairfield, S. C.; Lee, a merchant 
of the same state, and two daughters who are living in South Carolina. Dr. Robertson was 
educated in the military school of Columbia, S. C., and came to Mississippi in October, 1897. 
Having chosen the profession of medicine for his life work, he entered the University of 
Pennsylvania, from which famous institution he was graduated in 1861. In May of the same 
year he entered the Confederate service, enlisting in company I, Eighteenth Mississippi vol 
unteer infantry as first lieutenant. He was assigned to the army of Northern Virginia, 
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and upon the reorganization of his regiment in 1862 he was elected captain of his company. 
He was wounded at Gettysburg, Penn., by amusket shot, after which he was on post duty for 
several months. He served through the entire war, and at the close of the struggle he 
returned to Mississippi. and located at Dover, Yazoo county, being among the earliest settlers 
there after the war. He entered on the practice of his profession, in which he has been very 
successful. With the exception of a short residence in Texas, he has been in Yazoo county since 
the war. He has a comfortable home, and is surrounded with peace and plenty. He was married 
‘in Hinds county, Miss., to Miss Sallie Garrett, a daughter of John and Mary Garrett. Five 
children were born to them and two lived, Annie and Mabel; the others died in infancy. 
Mrs. Robertson died in 1877, and in 1879 the Doctor was married a second time, being united 
to Miss Fanny Wilson, a daughter of S. J. and Caroline Wilson. They are the parents of 
three children: Wilson S., J. D. and Barnes. Dr. Robertson is a member of the Masonic 
order, belonging both to the blue lodge and chapter; he also belongs to the Knights of 
Pythias and the Knights of Honor. Mrs. Robertson is a member of the Baptist chureh, in 
which she isa zealons worker. The Doctor is a stanch supporter of all home interests, and 
an ardent believer in both the developed and the undeveloped resources of Yazoo county. 

W. T. Robertson, of Forest, Miss., was born in Georgia in 1836. His father, W. H. 
Robertson, was a native of Virginia, born in 1807. His mother, Elizabeth Hardman, was 
born in 1809. They had nine children, of whom our subject was the fourth in order of birth, 
The marriage occurred in Georgia in 1828. There Mr. Robertson engaged in planting, and 
lived there until his removal to Scott county, Miss., in 1845, where he followed the same 
occupation with considerable success. Mr. and Mrs. Robertson were members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. The latter died in 1854, and the former in 1862. W. 'l. Robertson 
grew to manhood in Scott county, Miss., receiving a common-school education. He was 
married in 1860 to Miss Lou Moore, danghter of Lod Moore, and a native of Scott county. 
They have had born to them four children, all of whom are living: W. T. Robertson, Jr., 
‘was educated at Harperville, Miss., graduating in 1880; Anna B. graduated from the same 
place in the class of 1885; while Pattie was educated at French Camp. Misses Auna and 
Pattie are successful schoolteachers, and the son, W. T. Robertson, Jr., is a bookkeeper at 
Greenville, Miss. Mr. Robertson has about five hundred acres of land, about two-fifths of 
which are under cultivation. He and his wife are members of the Methodist church. He is 
identified with the Masonic fraternity and with the Knights of Honor, being a member of the 
lodges at Morton and at Forest respectively. In 1861 Mr. Robertson enlisted in the Thirty- 
ninth Mississippi regiment, commanded by Col. W. B. Shelby. He fought at Port- Hudson, 
Chickamauga, Murfreesboro, Atlanta, Kenesaw mountain, Columbia and Franklin. He was 
once slightly wounded, but served until the close of the war, returning home from Ship 
island in 1565. Mr. Robertson is a liberal friend of schools, churches, and all public 
institutions, and takes a great deal of interest in all matters pertaining to the good of the 
community. 

Dr. J. R. Robinet, of Learned, Miss., was born in Yazoo county of this state in 1836, 
only child of J. R. and Winifred (Clark) Robinet, the father a native of the same state as 
himself. His ancestors came to the United States with the Count de Rochambeau during 
the Revolutionary war. Dr. J. R. Robinet received good edneational advantages in his 
youth, and up to the age of twelve years was educated by a private teacher, at which time 
he was sent to a military school near Raymond, then to the Mississippi college at Clinton, from 
which he graduated in 1855 with the degree of A. M. He then entered upon the study of 
medicine in the office of Dr. M. D. Brown, and in 1856 went to Albany, N. Y., entering a 
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medical college of that place, where he remained ten months, at the end of which time he 
went to New York city and took a course of lectures in the Bellevue Medical college. His 
uext move was to Philadelphia, Penn., in which city he graduated from the Jefferson Medical 
college in May, 1858, after which he returned to his home and for one year was a practitioner 
at Richmond. ‘Then on account of poor health he returned to the hill country and located 
at Bennett’s Wells, where he practiced during the year 1859. Since then his practice has 
been confined to the country adjacent to hishome. In addition to his profession he con- 
ducts a large planting interest which he commenced in 1865. He purchased the Ephraim 
Wells place in 1870, containing five hundred and eighty-eight acres of land, three hundred 
of which are under cultivation and one hundred acres heavily covered with valuable timber— 
oak, gum, poplar, ete. At the opening of the war the Doctor enlisted in the Charleston 
rifles, and was soon promoted to the medical department and assigned to the Second Arkansas 
regiment, then in the department of Tennessee. He took part in the Atlanta campaign and 
Bragg’s invasion, during which time he wasin Gen. Pat Cleburne’s division. In 1859 he was 
married to a Miss Bush, a native of Mississippi, by whom he became the father of ten children, 
the following of whom are living: John Bush: Anna B., wife of Dr. Nelson, of Copiah 
county; Martin, Marshall, Frederick E. and J.R. Dr. Robinet has taken great interest in 
educational matters, is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, and he and his wife are members 
of the Presbyterian church. 

Col. Jephthah Robins has for many years been a most conspicuous and influential mem- 
ber of the bar of Mississippi, and is worthy of mention in this record of the men who have 
been important factors in the development and cultivation of the resources of the state. He 
is anative of Pickens district, S. C., born in 1814, and is a son of Albert and Susan (Norton) 
Robins, natives of South Carolina and Virginia respectively. Albert Robins was a son of 
Michael Robins, a native of North Carolina, and a farmer by occupation. When Albert was 
a mere lad his father removed to Greenville Courthouse, S. C. The father was one of a 
family of eight sons and four daughters. He and all his brothers were soldiers in the Revo- 
lutionary war. He lived to the allotted age of man, three score and ten years. He reared 
a family of four sons and four daughters, all of whom lived to be grown. Albert was next 
to the youngest child, and was reared in South Carolina, where he resided until 1841. He 
then came to Fulton, Miss., where he lived at the time of his death, in 1849; he was seventy- 
eight years of age. His wife died two years later at about the same age. She was a consistent 
member of the Baptist church. To them were born three children: Levi died in South Caro- 
lina; Mrs. Arminda Copeland died in Fulton, Miss.: the Colonel was the second. born. He 
passed his youth in South Carolina, and received his education in the common schools. When 
he had reached his twentieth year he went to Moulton, Ala., where he clerked in a dry goods 
store for one year. Thence he went to Fulton, Miss.,in 1836, and there he was employed as 
a clerk for some time. He then engaged in the mercantile trade on his own account, and 
while in this business he was elected treasurer of the county of Itawamba. After dis- 
charging the duties of this office for one term he was elected probate clerk for two years. 
He was then made clerk of the chancery court, the district comprising Itawamba, Monroe, 
Chickasaw and Tishomingo counties. He held this office eight years, and during that time 
he read law, and was admitted to the bar at Aberdeen, Judge Rogers presiding. He prae- 
ticed his profession at Fulton until 1852, when he came to Lee county, and located at Gun- 
town. Jor several years be devoted himself industriously to the law, but of late years he 
has paid more attention to agriculture, and has turned his practice over to his son, John 
Quitman Robins, a partner of the Hon. John M. Allen. Colonel Robins was attorney for the 
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Mobile & Ohio railroad, which position brought him many duties, aud he still attends to all 
legal matters pertaining to the road. He is a man well read in all points of law and every 
class of literature. He is a man of rare judgment, quick insight and keen observation. He 
has won a wide reputation, and his ability is recognized in all legal circles throughout the 
South. He was married to Eliza D. Allen, a sister of the Hon. J. M. Allen, a native of: Vir- 
ginia. (See sketch of John M. Allen.) Nine children were born to this union, one of whom 
is deceased: Mrs. Belle Gore, Mrs. Mollie Allen, John Q., Jephthah (deceased), William, 
James, Edwin, Annie, and Harrison Lamar. The younger children are now attending some 
of the best educational institutions of the South, and all have had superior advantages in 
that line. Colonel Robins served on detached duty during the late Civil war, and was on 
intimate terms with Jefferson Davis, McNutt, Foote, Prentiss and Poindexter. He was a 
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Aberdeen, but the lodge is no longer 
in existence. He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. The Colonel 
is a selfmade man, and is fully deserving of the honors that-have been conferred upon him, 
and entirely worthy of the high regard in which he is held in the state. 

Robinson & Brother, merchants, Friar’s Point, Miss. These gentlemen are the proprie- 
tors of one of the largest, if not the largest, establishments in Friar’s Point and have a 
patronage established that indicates appreciation of their reliable goods and fair dealing 
methods. They carry a full and well selected stock of dry goods, boots and shoes, hats and 
caps, groceries, hardware and a general line of plantation supplies. They do an annual 
business approximating $50,000. The members of the firm, Frank D. and James D. Rob- 
inson, are young men, natives of the town and are thoroughgoing and enterprising. Frank 
D. Robinson, senior member of the firm, was born in Friar’s Point, Coaboma county, Miss., 
in 1854, and was the third in a family of eight children born to James D. and Catherine EK. 
(Morton) Robinson. The father was one of the first settlers and merchants of Friar’s Point: 
and is spoken of as a youd ian anda law-abiding citizen. In 1861 he moved to Memphis, 
embarked in business as a cottonfactor and died there in 1868. The family then returned to 
Friar’s Point, where the mother resides at the present time. Frank D. was educated in the 
common schools, took a legal course at Oxford, and graduated from that institution in 1878, 
standing fourth in a class of thirty-six. He at once began practicing with Messrs. Reid & 
Wynn, under the firm name of Reid, Wynn & Robinson, which continued until fall of 1879. 
Having previously graduated in bookkeeping in 1872, he gave up law and accepted a lucrative 
position at the desk, where he remained until 1852, when he and his brother formed the 
above-mentioned firm. In 1891 he was married to Miss Emma E. Slack, daughter of Dr. 
J. J. Slack, of Friar’s Point. Mr. Robinson assisted in organizing the bank of Friar’s 
Point, in which he is a stockholder, and is also a stockholder in the Friar’s Point Build- 
ing and Loan association, besides being a promoter of other corporations at Friar’s Point. 
He held the position of postmaster at that place for over eight years, giving eminent satis- 
faction. Though not a member of any church he is a Christian in its broadest sense, and 
his wish is to see all sects united in one faith, one purpose and one «ternal hope in work- 
ing out the greatest good to all mankind. Mr. Robinson is a member of the Knights of 
Honor. In personal appearance he is a little under rather than above the medium 
size, and has brown hair and gray eyes; is quick and active in his movements and shows the 
thorough business man in word and action. He is now at the head of one of the most 
substantial firms in Mississippi. James D. Robinson, the junior member of the firm, was 
born in January, 1860, and educated in Friar’s Point, his native place. For some time he 
filled the position of clerk in the drugstore of Dr. J. A. Cooper, and afterward held the posi- 
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tion of assistant bookkeeper in the large furnishing house of J. W. Crowley & Co. In 1886 he 
was married to Miss Mattie L. Fisher, a native of Alabama, whose people were old settlers 
of Coahoma county. To them have been born two children: James and Milton. Mr. Rob- 
inson was one of the organizers of the bank at Friar’s Point and is a director in the same. 
He and brother both own town property and a lot next to the bank building, on which they 
expect to erect a three-story brick block in the near future. Mr. Robinson is a member of 
the Knights of Pythias and he and his wife are both members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South. In personal appearance he is a blonde, of medium size and active in his 
movements; also a shrewd buyer and good salesman. 

John L. Robinson is a native-born resident of Madison county, Miss., his birth having 
occurred on December 9), 1852, and comes of one of the prominent families of the state. 
He is the eldest of the children born to Johu and Sarah (Lowe) Robinson, natives of Mis- 
sissippi. The father was an extensive planter in Madison county, and was one of its leading 
citizens. He died in 1879. The mother died in 1859. The paternal grandparents, John 
and Nancy (Collins) Robinson, were natives of Georgia and Mississippi, respectively, and 
the maternal grandparents, John and Sarah (Gatlin) Lowe, were natives of Mississippi. Our 
subject, John L. Robinson, is now residing on the old homestead. He was reared there, 
attended the public schools of the county until seventeen years of age, and then entered 
the Summerville institute, Noxubee county, Miss., where he remained for two years. Since 
that time he has followed plauting, and of the two thousand five hundred acres in his plan- 
tation, one thousand five hundred acres are under cultivation. Miss Annie S. Hinton, who 
‘ became his wife in 1878, is a native of Mississippi and the daughter of Eugene H. and 
Annie (Jones) Hinton, natives cf the Old North state. Five children have been born to this 
union: Annie M., Helen B., Sarah, John and Pauline. Mr. and Mrs. Robinson are mem- 
bers of the Episcopal church. Mr. Robinson is also a member of the Knights of Pythias. 
He is democratic ia his political views. All worthy movements receive his hearty support 
and he is a liberal contributor to the same. He is pleasant and agreeable in his intercourse 
with all and has many warm friends. 

John W. Robinson, (deceased,) who was for many years one of the foremost business men 
of the state of Mississippi, was born in Chenango county, N. Y., and began life as a clerk 
in a country store in his native county. After continuing this occupation for some time he 
determined to seek his fortune in the South, and prior to attaining his majority he located 
in Jackson, where he continued his labors as a clerk for some time. He afterward engaged 
in business for himself in partnership with William Richardson, a brother of Ned Richardson, 
who in later years became the cotton king of Mississippi, and although he started out with 
limited means to begin with, he possessed correct business principles, and even then gave 
promise of becoming a shrewd and snecessful financier. Prior to the Civil war he became a 
citizen of Jackson, and here he opened a mercantile establishment in connection with a Mr. 
Windley, which they successfully conducted until the opening of the war. After Lee’s sur- 
render and the war-worn soldiers had returned home, the business of Robinson & Stevens 
was established and became one of the most extensive and prosperous wholesale and retail 
establishments in the city. He was one of the incorporators of the Mississippi cotton mill at 
Wesson, which is now one of the largest in the South; owned the Edwards house, one of 
the finest and best conducted hotels in Jackson: built the Jackson street railway, which 
he managed until his death, and also erected the Robinson operahouse of Jackson, besides 
many fine business houses of the city. After being prominently identified with the business 
life of Jackson for many years, Mr. Robinson was called from life in April, ISS1, after 
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which the mercantile firm in Jackson was dissolved. He was an exceptionally able financier, 
was a man of great force of character and profound intelligence, and his leading character- 
istics were a kindly and generous disposition, extreme frankness, honesty of purpose and 
indomitable will and energy. From a very small beginning he built up a business of mag- 
nificent proportions, and at his death he left a large fortune to his widow and children. He 
was keenly alive to the sufferings and misfortunes of- others, and was never appealed to in 
vain for consolation or succor, for his early struggles to gain a foothold on the ladder of suc- 
cess made his heart warm for those less fortunate than himself. He was in every respect a 
model American citizen, and his career is eminently worthy of being emulated by the youth 
of the present day. He was married to Miss Mary J. Bradford, a native of Huntsville, Ala., 
and to their union six children were born, five of whom are now living: Mattie L.; Annie 
M., wife of R. L. Saunders (see sketch); John W.; Mary J., wife of C. M. Williamson (see 
sketch); Joseph F.; and a child that died in infancy. Mr. Robinson was a member of and an 
earnest worker in the Episcopal church, in which he had long been a vestryman, and socially 
he was a member of the A. F. & A. M. He was prepossessing in personal appearance, was 
above medium stature and had black hair, and clear, intelligent gray eyes. John W. Robin- 
son, his eldest son, was born in the city of Jackson, in 1862, and in his birthplace he 
received a thorough and practical education. In 1890 he opened a wholesale. and retail 
grocery house in Jackson, in connection with H. C. Roberts, of Raymond, Miss., and they 
are now doing an excellent annual business, which testifies to the correct business principles 
which they practice and to the reliability and variety of the goods they carry. Their place 
of business is situated on Pearl street, and was formerly occupied by Mr. Robinson’s father. 
Mr. Robinson possesses in a marked degree the business attributes of his distinguished 
father, and these combined with a careful consideration for the needs of the public, have 
made his establishment a recognized synonym for all that is popular, progressive and honest. 
Mr. Robinsou is the owner of a large amount of city and plantation pronerty, one plantation 
being in Hinds county, and another in Madison county, there being seven hundred and 
eighty acres in each with one thousand two hundred acres under cultivation. All this land 
is fertile and that portion which is under cultivation is finely improved. In January, 1891, 
he was married to Miss Ida, the beautiful, accomplished and amiable daughter of Doctor 
Mitchell, and granddaughter of ex-Governor MeWillie, of Mississippi. Mr. and Mrs. Robin- 
son are worthy members of the Episcopal church. Joseph I’. Robinson, a brother of John 
W., is a partner and the efficient treasurer of the Friedman-Shelton Clothing company, of 
Jackson, and was born on the 28th of January, 1869, the youngest son born to John W. and 
Mary J. (Bradford) Robinson, but was educated at Sewanee, Tenn., where he acquired a 
thorough and useful education. In 1886 he became correspondent for the First National bank 
of Jackson, the duties of which position he ably discharged for four years. On the 2d of 
_ March, 1891, he was one of the organizers of the Friedman-Shelton Clothing company, of 
Jackson, which has a capital stock of 520,000, and was immediately elected its treasurer. 
Their stock of goods, which is valued at $45,000, comprises a large line of ready-made 
clothing of all grades, including the finest imported goods and the best domestic fabrics. 
This establishment is fitted up with every convenience and auxiliary adapted to its suecess- 
ful prosecution, and as great care is taken in the selection of the stock, a large trade is 
enjoyed. Joseph F. Robinson owns some valuable business and residence property in Jack- 
son, besides four fine plantations in Hinds, Yazoo and Rankin counties. Mr. Robinson is 
the youngest merchant of Jackson, and has adopted a business career from choice. Both 
he and his brother are destined to follow in their father’s footsteps, and are agreeable and 
satisfactory gentlemen to meet. 
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Lee B. Robinson is a rising and successful young banker residing at Gloster, Miss., and 
as a business man has displayed a more than average amount of shrewdness, tact and ability. 
In all ages of the world’s industry, perseverance and energy, where intelligently applied, 
have achieved the desired result, and Mr. Robinson is a striking example of what can be 
accomplished when the spirit of determination is exercised in connection with the every- 
day affairs of life. His enterprises have resulted most satisfactorily, and he is now wealthy. 
He was born near Liberty, July 4, 1850, to Col. John G. and Thirza (Jenkins) Robinson, a 
short history of whom is given in the sketch of Van W. Robinson, that appears below. The 
paternal grandfather, Moses Robinson, was of Scotch descent, was from one of the Carolinas, 
but during the early history of this section became one of its pioneer settlers. When only 
three years of age Lee B. Robinson was left motherless, and two years later his father also 
died. In his boyhood he was deprived of any great amount of schooling, but, like his 
brother, he possessed a naturally active mind, and managed to pick up here and there a con- 
siderable amount of valuable information. At the age of eighteen years he began clerking 
for G. H. Barney & Co., one of the leading firms of business men of Liberty, and here he 
was- grounded most thoroughly in the practical and useful part of the business, and laid a 
solid foundation for future success. After remaining with this firm for about five years 
he engaged in the mercantile business for himself, but in a very humble way, and notwith- 
standing the fact that he had no money of his own, and that his capital was borrowed, he soon 
acquired a fair trade, for while with Barney & Co., he had, by his genial, accommodating and 
friendly manners, acquired many friends who gaye him their patronage in his hour of need. 
By methodical business habits and superior management his business grew rapidly, and in 
connection with this he also dealt in cotton, and of late years has handled as high as two 
thousand bales annually. The annualsales of his mercantile establishment soon amounted to 
$200,000, but this establishment he sold out in December, 1889, with the view to taking a 
respite from his labors. In thesnmmer of 1890 he decided to engage in the banking bnsiness 
at Gloster, and at that place he erected a suitable building, formed a stock company with 
G. H. Barney as president, L. B. Robinson, cashier, and E. 8. Atkinson, assistant cashier. 
This bank was opened for business the first of September with very flattering prospects, and 
each month the business increased very rapidly and beyond the expectations of all. He was 
married in Liberty, November 21, 1873, to Miss Helen Barney, daughter of G. H. Barney, 
a pioneer, and one of the most successful business men of the county, and to them seven 
children have been born: Bertha, Emerson, Helen, Ary, Clara, Lee B., Jr. and Julio B. 
Mrs. Robinson was reared and educated in Liberty, and she and ber husband are members 
of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Robinson belongs to the Masonic fraternity, in which he 
has attained to fhe council, and in this lodge has held official position. Mr. Robinson inherits 
many of the worthy traits of his Scotch ancestors, and is eareful, prudent and economical. 
but not in the least penurious, and those who know him best recognize in him a good friend. 
He has a beautiful and pleasant home in Gloster, and here he and his intelligent and amiable 
wife dispense hospitality to their numerous friends. 

Van W. Robinson is the leading officer of the law in Amite county, Miss., and in the 
discharge of his duties has proved himself courageous, conscientious and faithful. He was 
first elected to the office in November, 1883, and so noticeable was his devotion to the pres- 
ervation of law and order, that he has been chosen to the position at each succeeding elee- 
tion, and his fidelity and ability have made a lasting impression on this sphere of publie duty. 
As he was born in this county, uear Liberty, on April 21, 1848, and has made his home here 
all his life, he is naturally interested in the progress and development of this section, and in 
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his official capacity bas done not a little to raise the standard of morality of the masses. His 
father, Col. John G. Robinson, was also born here, his birth occurring in the year 1812, and 
here he attained manhood and married, his wife, also of this county, being Miss Thirza Jen- 
kins, a daughter of James Jenkins. Mr. Robinson was a practical farmer, and besides giv- 
ing attention to the calling of an agriculturist found time to act in the capacity of a magis- 
trate, as well as in other local positions of honor, and for some time was colonel of militia. 
He died in 1855, his wife having passed from life in 1852, and thus three young children 
were left to fight the battle of life for themselves without a father or mother’s guidance. 
Their names are: Lee B., whose sketch appears herein; Ary, wife of Dr. J. R. Sample, a 
physician and druggist of Summit, Miss., and Van W. The latter spent his youth on a 
plantation, and, owing to the free and active life he led, became a healthy and vigorous 
young man, so that at the early age of sixteen years he was better fitted than the average to 
enlist in the service of the Confederacy. He became a member of the Tenth Mississippi cav- 
alry, and served until Lee’s surrender, when he was paroled at Gainesville, Ala. His com- 
pany served as scouts, and was in a number of engagements and skirmishes. After the war 
he returned to his home in Mississippi, and for two years thereafter he attended school near 
Liberty, and during this time, as he was studious and naturally apt, made rapid progress in 
his studies. In 1869 he went to Texas, and after farming in that state for two years returned 
to Liberty, and went into a store with his brother, following the calling of a clerk for several 
years. He was united in marriage to Miss Emma Ratcliffe, a daughter of Peter Ratcliffe, a 
former sheriff of Amite county and one of the old and highly respected residents of the 
county. To Mr. and Mrs. Robinson five children have been born: John Worth, Ernest, 
Junius, Van and Myrtis. Mr. Robinson is a member of the Masonic fraternity, the K. of H. 
and the K. of P. He is one of the most social, hospitable and generous of men, as the numer- 
ous friends he has gathered around him can testify. ; 
Villiam W. Robinson, one of the successful business mon of Ripley, was bora in Madi- 
son county, Tenn., in 1835, and is the son of Hugh B. Robinson, who was also a native of 
Tennessee, born in Maury county. The elder Robinson left his native state and removed to 
Tippah county, Miss., in 1839, remaining there until his death in 1851. He was a man who 
took a deep interest in the welfare of his county, was tax assessor and sheriff, and was a 
leader of the democratic party there. He followed planting with considerable success up to 
the last years of his hfe. His father, James Robinson, was probably a native of North 
Carolina, whose parents immigrated direct from the Emerald isle. William W. Robinson 
was but four years of age when his parents located in Tippah county. He grew to maturity 
and was liberally educated in the schools of that county. While growing up he was 
afflicted with white swelling, and this bas made him a cripple for life. When but tifteen 
years of age he was thrown on his own resources, and he has since been fortunate in the 
different occupations he has pursued. He has followed planting, merchandising and is now 
senior proprietor of the Southern Sentinel, of Ripley, which paper has an extensive circula- 
tion. Mr. Robinson is a representative citizen and has been connected with every office in 
the county. His method of conducting the duties assigned him was never questioned and 
never has he betrayed a trust confided to him. He was married in 1862, to Miss Armissa L. 
Wigington, a native of the Palmetto state, and they have four living daughters, of whom the 
eldest married L. Pink Smith, of Greenville, Miss. The others are at home. Mr. Robinson 
is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, while his wife and two daughters hold 
membership in the Baptist chureh. He isa worthy member of the A. F. & A. M. and K. of 
H. organizations, and is a genial, pleasant gentleman, but one who makes little or no dis 
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play. He is public-spirited and his name is associated with every enterprise for the advance. 
ment of the interests of his county. He owns a beautiful residence in Ripley, and is also 
an extensive land-owner. 

Willie W. Robinson, of the wholesale and retail grocery firm of W. W. Robinson & 
Co., at West Point, Miss., was born in the town in which he is now residing April 21, 
1866; a son of Capt. William Woodard and Margaret (Kilgore) Robinson, the former of 
whom was born in Pickens county, Ala., April 12, 1837, and reared on a farm, recelving a 
moderate education. He came to Mississippi when young, and in early life was engaged in 
merchandising when the town of West Point sprang into existence, and he was one of the 
first to embark in merchandising in that place. He continued with success until the war 
opened, when he organized a company with which he served under the Confederate flag until 
the war closed, doing good service in the cause he espoused. After the close of hostilities 
he resumed merchandising, which he continued with his usual success until his death, 
December 3, 1881, aged forty-four vears. He was one of West Point’s foremost citizens, 
active in everything for the town’s advancement. It was said that his memory was so won- 
derful that he could call nearly every one for tifty miles around by their given names. He 
was a member of the A. F. & A. M., the K. of H. and the Methodist church. and his death 
was not only a loss to his family but to the public as well. He was one of a Jarge family 
of children born to Alexander Robinson, the Jatter of whom was a planter and died in Clay 
county since the close of the war. The mother of the subject of this sketch was born in Chicka- 
saw county, August 22, 1840, and died August 10, 1872. She was a daughter of Dr. Benjamin 
and Mary Dudley Kilgore. Her father, a native of South Carolina, at an early day came to 
Mississippi, settling near where West Point now is, where he practiced medicine and was 
engaged in planting for many years, dying at about the Close of the war.* His acquaint- 
ance extended over a large territory, for he was well liked in his professional capacity as well 
as socially, and had been a resident of the county for many years. Willie W. Robinson, 
whose name heads this sketch, was the second of three children. Sidney, the eldest of the 
three, was educated in the schools of West Point and in the State university, and Minnie, 
who was educated in West Point also, is now engaged in teaching in the publie schools of 
the place. Willie W. was educated in the state university at Oxford. He then clerked 
until 1887, at which time he established himself in the mercantile business at West Point. 
and for three years successfully conducted his affairs alone. In 1890 the firm of W. W. 
Robinson & Co. was established, and they are now doing a business of $50,000 annually, 
theirs being the leading grocery house in West Point. Mr. Robinson commenced laneinese 
with a small capital, but was energetic, and the excellent business methods and practical 
ideas that he inherited from his father led to his prosperity. He is a genial, whole-souled 
gentleman, and is a member of the Methodist church. He is unmarried. 

It will be seen from a perusal of this sketch of the life of M. T. Roby that his educa 
tional advantages in youth were quite meager, and, although perhaps deficient in general 
learning, his vigorous mind has so grasped and embraced the opportunities presented, that 
he is accounted one of the most intelligent and learned men of Attala county. He was from 
the very first taught everything connected with planting, and this has thus far been his life 
work. He was born in Georgia in 1828, and after becoming sufticiently qualified, taught 
for some time in the common schools. In 1853 he came to Mississippi, and soon after settled 
on the plantation on which he is now residing. He had been married in 1850 to Miss Mary 





*See sketch of R. D. Kilgore, Clay county. 
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Jane Boswell, of Georgia, and their union has resulted in the birth of the following children: 
Williamson B., who was born in 1852; D. C., born in 1854. M. L., born in 1566; J. E., born in 
1859; KE. Q. C., born in 1860; two daughters, Aurie S. and Virginia H., were born in 1864; 
. Minnie L., born in 1870; Lilian, born in 1872; Edna E., born in 1874. The son, D. C., is 
a successful merchant of Durant, Miss. In May, 1861, Mr. Roby enlisted in company A, 
Fifteenth Mississippi regiment, and in May, 1862, was transferred to the Third Mississippi 
cavalry regiment, company B, commanded by Capt. T. M. Gritin. While in service he was 
in the following engagements: ort Pillow, the three days’ fight at Old Harrisburg, Miss., 
where he had two teeth shot out, and in the several battles during the siege of Atlanta, Ga. 
The last engagement in which he took part was at Eutaw, Ala. Upon his return home he 
resumed planting, and is now the owner of one thousand eight hundred and forty acres of 
land, the principal crop being cotton and corn. ‘The suecess which has attended his efforts 
is well merited, for the property he has acquired is the result of honest industry and perse- 
verance. He has been a member of the Masonic fraternity since 1557, and is now a member 
of the chapter. He is a courteous, agreeable and accommodating gentleman, well versed on 
all the current topics of the day, and is decidedly public spirited. He has a very handsome 
and comfortable residence about six miles from Sallis, and is well situated to enjoy the 
reward of his industry. His father, W. B. Roby, was born in Maryland in 18U8, but his 
first work as a tiller of the soil was done in Wilkes county, Ga. Irom this place he removed 
to Putnam county, where he was married to Miss Elizabeth E. Sherman in 1826, their union 
resulting in the birth of four children: M. T., Aurie ., Henry W. and James R. W. B. 
Roby was quite an active politician, and tilled the position of sheriff of Jasper county, Ga., 
a number of times. His. father was a native of Maryland, and was there married to Miss 
Anna Roby. James Sherman, the maternal] grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was a 
Georgian, and in the state of his birth also passed from life. 

Dr. John U. Rechestor, Friar’s Point, the oldest practicing physician in Coahoma 
county and one of the few who connect the remote past, the pioneer period of Coahoma 
county with the present, was originally from Mercer county, Ky., where his birth occurred 
on February 8, 1818, and is a representative of a prominent English family. ‘he paternal 
grandfather, John Rochester, was a native of Virginia and came to Kentucky at an early day. 
He was a farmer and merchant and a very active man in that day and time. He was a 
warin friend of Gen. Jackson, and although he was not in the war of 1812 (on account of his 
size, weighing over three hundred pounds) he contributed liberally to the cause and was a 
stanch believer in General Jackson. He died of cholera in 1833. ‘fle maternal grandfather, 
John Warren, was also a native of the old Dominion but came to Kentucky at an early period, 
and there followed the occupation of a farmer and merchant. He was quite active politically 
and was the private secretary of Governor Shelby, the first governor of Kentucky. His 
death occurred about 1822. Dr. John U. Rochester was the third in a family of four chil- 
dren born to William and Letitia 2. (Warren) Rochester, both natives of the Bluegrass state. 
The father was a successful agriculturist and he received his final summons in 1824. Dr. 
Rochester was reared in Kentucky, attended college at Danville in that state and then 
clerked for an uncle for some time. In 1540 he began the study of medicine in the oflice of 
a physician at Danville, and later entered Transylvania college, where he received lis medi- 
cal education. He located at I'riar’s Point in 1846 and has practiced his profession here or 
in this county since. In 1548 he was married to Miss Margaret H. Saunders, a native of 
Tennessee, who was reared in this state, aud whose father, George N. Saunders was an early 


pioneer. ‘To Dr. and Mrs. Rochester were born four children, three deceased: Letitia LK. 
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(died at the age of four years), two died in infancy, and Mariah Louise (wife of M. B. Col- 
lins a planter residing near Jonestown in Coahoma county). Mrs. Rochester is a member of 
the Methodist Episcpoal church. The Doctor is a member of the Masonic fraternity. In 
his personal appearance the Doctor is tall and venerable looking, walks erect, and were it not 
for his gray hair and long white beard he would pass for a much younger man. He is well 
educated, is a fluent and pleasing conversatioualist and is one of the most highly esteemed 
citizens of Coahoma county. Hs was formerly engaged in planting but recently sold his 


interests. 
As a tiller of the soil Capt. Lloyd W. Rogan is doing well, for although his plantation 


isnot as large asa great many, yet the soil is very fertile, and as it is admirably tilled it yields a 
larger annual income than many more extensive places. In connection with looking after his 
plantation, which comprises eighty acres, he is also agent for the Port Gibson oil works, from 
which he derives a fair income. He was born in Vicksburg, Miss., in 1846, to William and 
Frances A. (Buley) Rogan, who were born, reared and married tn Maryland, removing about 
1833 to Vicksburg, Miss., at which time the place was a mere village. After the death of 
Mrs. Rogan, which occurred there in 1854, Mr. Rogan married again, his second wife being 
Mrs. Barnes, and for a third wife he took a Mrs. Smith, and spent the last of his life in 
Hinds county, dying in 1868. He was a merchant of Vicksburg, a planter of Hinds county, 
and in the former occupation acquired a large fortune, but was unsuccessful in the latter 
calling. He was quite a prominent member of the I. O. O. F., Warren lodge, of Vicksburg, 
and was an earnest member of the Methodist church. His father, Charles Rogan, was in all 
probability born in Ireland, but died in Maryland. He had two sons and a daughter that 
came to Vicksburg, the other sons and the danghter dying in that city. Capt. Lloyd W. 
Rogan is the fifth of nine children born to his father’s first marriage, and is the only one of 
the family now living. Three elder brothers were in the Confederate army: James W. being 
a colonel in Rogan’s regiment of Arkansas infantry, serving throughout the war and dying 
at Somerville, Tenn., in 1874, being a merchant of Memphis, Tenn., at the time of bis death. 
He was a graduate of Sheron college, Mississippi, at which time it was one of the finest edu- 
cational institutions of the South. ThomasG. was a private in the Eighteenth Mississippi 
infantry, and after being discharged from the service in 1861 on account of ill health, 
he died on his way home. Charles was a member of the Appeal battery of Memphis, and 
was killed in the siege of Vicksburg. Capt. Lloyd W. Rogan was educated in Hinds 
county, and npon the opening of the late war, although only fifteen years of age, he, with 
youthful enthusiasm, enlisted in the Confederate service, becoming a member of Gov. 
A. G. Brown’s company, of the Eighteenth Mississippi infantry, Longstreet’s corps of the 
army of Virginia, and fought at Leesburg, Savage Station, Sharpsburg and many others. 
In the summer of 1863 he was discharged, but soon after joined Wirt Adams’ cavalry, 
and operated in Mississippi and Alabama until the close of the war, taking part in many 
severe engagements. After surrendering at Gainesville, he returned home, and until 1868 
was successfully engaged in planting in Hinds county, when he came to Rolling Fork, 
and for some years was agent for different plantations. He was married, in 1873, to Miss 
Mattie, daughter of Bailey and Catherine A. Chaney, natives of Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi respectively. They were married in Wilkinson county, and died near Rolling Fork in 
1874, the former having been a planter by ocenpation. Mrs. Rogan was born in this county, 
and of the nine children she has borne Mr. Rogan, six are living. Mr. Rogan was a 
justice of the peace for eight years, and socially is a member of Auburn lodge No 166 of the 
A. F. & A. M. of Hinds county. Mr. Rogan comes of a tine family, but throughout 
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life has depended entirely upon his own merits, and has the respect and esteem of all who 
know him. 

Simeon Rogers, the father of. J. H. Rogers, of Pachuta, Clarke county, Miss., was born 
in South Carolina. He was married to Miss Margaret E. Hardee, of Mississippi, in August, 
1858. Upon coming to Mississippi be settled in Clarke county, near the present town of 
Pachuta, and spent his life in agricultural pursuits, dying in 1871. His wife died in 1SS4. 
J. H. Rogers, the eldest son of Simeon and Margaret E. (Hardee) Rogers, was born August 
18, 1859, near Pachuta, and began farming on his own account at the age of sixteen years. 
By his grandfather’s death, which occurred at this time, he found himself at the head of the 
family affairs. Mr. Rogers attended the common schools and may be said to have had only 
ordinary advantages, educationally speaking. In 1882 he married Miss Sarah Gordon, a 
resident of the western part of Clarke county, Miss.,a daughter of Sampson Gordon, one of 
the best citizens of this county. Mr. Rogers has four children: 8. Rufus, Alma, Vane and 
Sheley. Mr. Rogers’ brother, Rev. P. S. Rogers, is a graduate of Mississippi college. At 
the time of his marriage Mr. Rogers owned no landed interest. He now owns five hundred 
and sixty acres of the average land of the county, level and well watered, and produces 
corn, cotton, peas, potatoes, ete. He has begun fertilizing recently. His yield of cotton is 
twelve bales (one half a bale per acre), of corn eighteen bushels per acre. He has much 
fine longleaf pine and does. a turpentine business amounting to $800 annually, supplying 
Pachuta distillery. He also gins cotton by horsepower. He is a member of the Alliance 
and treasurer of the County Alliance, and he and his wife are members of the Missionary 
Baptist church and, though quite young, he has held the office of church clerk for eight 
years. Mr. Rogers is a friend to education and is identified with every movement tending 
to the upbuilding of the country on this line. 

Timothy Rogers has been a life-long citizen of Covington county, Miss., having been 
born there in October, 1828. All these years he has lived within six miles of the scene of 
his birth. His father, Meshach Rogers, emigrated from South Carolina in 1822, and lived on 
the plantation where he first settled, until his death which occurred in 1875. He was an 
industrious, energetic man, a lover of law and order, and a citizen whom every one respected. 
He was an active member of the Missionary Baptist church for half a century. He was 
born in Pendleton district, S. C., about the year 1790, and was a son of Shadrach Rogers, 
a native of North Carolina, and a soldier in the war of the Revolution, who was notéd for 
his bravery and courage, and high sense of honor. He removed to Covington county in 
1822. His family consisted of eight children, named as follows: Timothy; Ailsey, wife of 
William West; Redock; Israel; Nisa, wife of Mr. Thames; Shadrach; Meshach; Elizabeth, 
wife of Matthew Thames. Meshach Rogers, the father of our subject, married Lucy Brun- 
son, and they had born to them ten children: Sarah, wife of James M. Speed; Elizabeth, 
wife of Charles Carter; Caroline, wife of Jackson Edmundson (who at the time of her marriage 
to him was the widow of Benjamin Duckworth); Shadrach (deceased); Josiah; Timothy; Norval; 
Martha, deceased, wife of James West; Benjamin, and William. Six of the above are 
still living, and all of them reared families. Timothy Rogers was married in 1849 to Sarah 
KE. Duckworth, and they had four children: Frances, who married Ransom Welch; Martha 
K., wife of J. 5. Thompson; Mary A., wife of J. N. Welch; Nancy E., wife of J. M. Welch. 
The mother died in 1863, and Mr. Rogers was married a second time in 1866, to Miss 
Rebecca Duckworth. One child was born of this union, but died in infaney. In 1862 Mr. 
Rogers enlisted in the Confederate service, and participated in the siege of Vieksburg, went 
through the Georgia campaign, and was in the battle of Altoona. At the close of the war 
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he returned to his home, and has since devoted his time and energies to agriculture. He 
owns seventeen hundred acres of excellent land which is well stocked. He is a member of 
the Baptist church at Leaf river, and has been a deacon since 1865. He is noted for his 


honesty and integrity, and is highly respected for his many sterling traits of character. 


W. A. Rogers, planter, was born in Greenboro, Ala., in November, 1830, the eldest in 
a family of nine children, born to Alexander and Sally (Jolly) Rogers, the former of whom 
was born in Virginia, and the latter in Alabama. Alexander Rogers becamea resident of the 
latter state when a young man, was married there, and there reared his family on a planta- 
tion. He died in 1853, but his widow still survives him, being a resident of Sumter county, 
Ala. W. A. Rogers began life for himself at the age of twenty years as a school teacher, a 
calling he followed for several years. In 1857 he was married to Miss Sallie Moore, a 
daughter of Nelson Moore, of Lauderdale county, Miss., and by her became the father of 
three sons and three daughters. His wife died in 1872, and he took for his second wife Miss 
Eliza Moore, a sister of his former wife, their marriage being celebrated in 1873. To them, 
also, have been born six children, five sons and one daughter. In 1862 Mr. Rogers enlisted 
in the Confederate army, becoming a member of company C, of the Second Mississippi 
cavalry, and being elected first lieutenant of the company, served in that capacity until the 
latter part of 1562, when he was promoted to the position of captain, and was in the battles of 
Dallas, Georgia, and in all the hard fighting around Atlanta. In one engagement he was shot 
through the thigh. He was captured at Oxford, Miss., and although he was to be imprisoned 
at Alton, Ill., he managed to make his escape from the boat just as they pulled into Alton, 
and returned to his command, with which he served until the close of the war. He was with 
General Forrest in all his raids, and after surrendering and being paroled at Gainesville, 
Ala., he returned to his home with the consciousness of having performed his duties with 
faithfulness and ability. After the war he resumed teaching, but after a few months began 
spectlating in laud, in which he met with remarkable success. He is now the owner of about 
five hundred acres of land, of which about one hundred and fifty acres are improved and 
under cultivation. The Captain has made planting and stock-dealing his chief business for 
severa] years, and now has some fine racehorses, which are his chief diverson, and in which 
he has been quite successful. He has spent large sums of, money in educating his children, 
for he has given them the advantage of the best schools in the country, and has considered 
his money well spent. Hight of his children are living at the present time, and all of the 
older ones are especially well educated. Although Captain Rogers is not a member of any 
religious organization, he has always contributed liberally of his means in their support and, 
in fact, is generous toward all laudable enterprises. He is amember of the A. F. & A. M. 
and the K. of H., and is a wideawake, enterprising and public-spirited gentleman. 

The medical fraternity of Bay St. Louis was reinforced in 1SSS by the accession of Dr. 
W. B. Rohmer, a native of East Veliciana parish, La., born October 16, 1S41. His father, 
Dr. I’. J. B. Rohmer, was born in Alsace, France, and emigrated to America at the age of 
eighteen years. He was graduated in the first class of the University of Louisiana, taking 
his degree from the medical department. He located in Hast Feliciana parish, La., where 
he practiced his profession many years. He afterward moved to Baton Rouge, La., where 
he enjoyed an extensive practice. Jor some time he was surgeon-general of the state of 
Louisiana, and he also served as surgeon in the Confederate army, having charge of a labor- 
atory at Mobile, Ala., where he exclusively manufactured chemicals and medicines for the 
Confederate government. He removed to Mobile, Ala., on aecount. of its school facilities, 
and was appointed physician to Spring Hill college, a position which he beld for a long 
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number of years, until forced to resign on account of advanced age and declining health. 
He is now retired from active work. Dr. Rohmer was born in 1812, and married Alena 
Bell, of East Feliciana. To them were born six children, of whom Dr. W. B. Rohmer is 
the eldest son. He received his literary education at Spring Hill college, but in 1861, when 
there was a call for volunteers to go out in defense of the South, he abandoned his studies 
and went into the battletield. He enlisted in the Mobile Cadets, which was the first com- 
pany that left Mobile for service. He was in General Lee's army. After the surrender he 
entered Tulane university, resuming his studies as a resident student of the charity hospital, 
having been admitted into that institution, an unsurpassed school of clinical medicine, 
through the influence of Dr. Warren Stone, the world-renowned surgeon and noble-hearted 
man, with whom Dr. Rohmer was in the greatest bonds of friendship. He was graduated 
from this college in 1866 and began his professional work in Mobile, Ala. He was there but 
a short time when he was appointed assistant surgeon of a government hospital, a position 
he filled one year. At the end of that time he returned to Mobile, and practiced there and 
in that vicinity until 1888. As before stated, he came to Bay St. Louis in that year, and 
has been successfully engaged in professional duties. He is a physician to St. Stanislaus 
college and St. Joseph Female academy, and has won a large practice outside of these insti- 
tutions. He is ambitious to keep up with the times in all medical discoveries, and is well 
posted on the various leading questions under discussion by the members of the profession. 
Dr. Rohmer was married in 1864 to Miss Octavia Duval, and they have six children. 
Emanuel Rose is one of the substantial German-American citizens of Washington 
county, Miss., and since coming to America he has indentified himself with every interest of 
his county, and his inherited characteristics of honesty, industry and thrift have been put to 
good use. His parents, Simou and Caroline (Rose) Rose, were also native Germans, and his 
father was a successful grain speculator and died in his native Jand in 1875. the mother hav- 
ing passed from life in 1Sf4.  Mmanuel Rose came to this cowuiry in 1$52 and began deal- 
ing in horses and cattle, a calling he followed for a few years, after which he began mer- 
chandising and has continued in that capacity ever since. He was educated in the common 
schools of Germany and in 1864 began business for himself, but prior to this. in 1861, he 
enlisted in the Twenty-seventh Louisiana infantry and was in the battle and siege of Vicks- 
burg, 


eharge and returned home. He was married in 1887 to Mrs. Caroline Kaufman, a native of 


in which enyagement he was also wounded. In 1863 he received an honorable dis- 


Louisiana, and a danghter of Jacob Sartovins, a native German. She was reared in Louis- 
jana, and educated in Memphis, Tenu., and by her first husband became the mother of six 
children: Cora, [ke, Alfred, Mozart, Sophia and Birdie. By Mr. Rose she has no family. 
Since his Twenty-second year Mr. Rose has been making his own way in the world, and all 
of the property of which he is now the owner he has earned by the sweat of his brow and by 
his own good management. He is one of the pioneers of Leland, and almost ever since the 
town was organized he has been a member of the city council. He has a considerable 
amount of land in the county, some real estate in Leland and carries a stock of general mer- 
chandise valued at $15,000. Mr. Rose possesses excellent business qualifications, is a kind 
and cousiderate husband and is considered by all to be one of the substantial, progressive 
and enterprising residents of the county. He was a warm supporter of the Confederate 
cause, and until disabled fought bravely under the stars and bars. As he has resided in the 
South since coming to this country he has made her interests his own, and can at all times 
be relied upon to support any enterprise tending to her advantage. 

Marx Rosenbaum, De Kalb, Kemper county, Miss., was born in Germany in 1813 and 
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died at Meridian, Miss., in 1883. He was married in his native land to Caroline Heyman 
and soon after bade farewell to the scenes of his childhood and sailed away to the new world 
to seek the fortune which is always the portion of the industrious and temperate. He landed 
in New York and left his wife there while he came to the South. He was first employed as 
a traveling salesman and thus had an excellent opportunity to judge of the true merits of 
the country. He finally settled in Sumter county, Ala., and started a store at Patton Hill. 
In 1845 or 1847 he removed to Kemper county, and in 1852 he established a general mercan- 
tile trade in De Kalb: this he conducted until 1878, when he went to Meridian, where he 
passed the remainder of his days. In addition to his other possessions he owned a large 
tract of land in Kemper county, which was cultivated uuder his supervision. When the 
Civil war broke out be was too old to enter the service, but for a short time was in the state 
service. In his political opinions he occupied an independent position and after the war was 
identified with the republican party. He reared a family of ten children: Nannie died at 
the age of thirteen years; J. was killed in the battle of Gettysburg; Aaron was killed 
in Georgia during the war; Abrabam is a dealer in real estate and resides at Meridian; 
Charles; Henry is in the general mercantile business at Scooba; Wiiliam has a general store 
at De Kalb; Lewis and Joseph, twins, are planters in Kemper county; Isaac died in infancy. 
The mother of these children died in 1876, in De Kalb, Miss. 

Charles Rosenbaum was born in Kemper county, Miss., and was educated at Summer- 
ville institute and in his native county. When a young man he entered his father’s store, 
where he clerked until 1871. In that year he was appointed deputy sheriff and for five years 
held the position, W. W. Chisholm being sheriff. Since leaving the office he has been engaged 
in general speculations. He is a heavy real estate dealer and owns four thousand acres of 
land. He also has some commercial interests which are valuable. Politically he affiliates 
with the republican party. He is unmarried. 

George W. Ross, a prominent merchant and planter of Calhoun county, Miss., owes 
his nativity to Monroe county, of that state, his birth occurring July 1, 1839, and is a son 
of John Leland and Mary ‘Thompson (Boyd) Ross, natives of South Carolina. The parents 
were married in Monroe county, Miss., and there the father died October 11, 1850, at the 
age of forty years. They were members of the Primitive Baptist church, and in polities he 
adhered to the whig party. The mother «vas born on July 4, ISIS, and was the daugh- 
ter of Samuel Boyd. who was originally from South Carolina, Mr. Boyd moved to Monroe 
county, Miss., in 1826, and there resided until his death in 1850. He was the father of a 
large family of children. After the death of her first husband Mrs. Ross was united in mar- 
riage to his brother, Cyrus I. Ross, April 12, 1856, who died on May 20, 1890. To the first 
union were born six children, two besides our subject yet living: Frances Malinda (widow of 


‘Gilbert Garner), and Mary E. (wife of Thomas Garner). Those deceased are Lydia Caroline 


(who married James Sikes and both died, leaving one ehild), William L. (killed at the Peach 
Tree creek tight during the war) and Newton F. (took the measles at Bowling Green, Ky., 
and died while on the way home). To the second union were born these children: John C. 
(residing in Monroe counry), Sarah C. (also a resident of Monroe county and the widow of 
Samuel Gregory), Margaret E. (wife of J. J. Sealey) and Ebby (wife of John Cain). The 
paternal grandfather, John Ross, was born in Spartanburg, 8. C., and with his son, John 
Leland Ross, moved to Monroe county, Miss., in 1837, taking a large number of slaves with 
him. He began clearing a farm, a small portion of which had been opened by the Indians, 
and the following year he brought his family from South Carolina. He made his home in 
Monroe county until his death in 1880 at the age of ninety-three years. He had been hale and 
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hearty all his life until a few years before his death. He was a soldier in some of the early 
Tndian wars. As long as he continued farming he was very successful, but later in life he 
embarked in the milling business and lost considerable property. At the time of his death 
he was living with his fourth wife. His son, John Leland Loss, was born to his tirst mar- 
riage with a Miss Furguson and was one of the following children: Nancy C. (single and 
resides in Mississippi), George (resides in Monroe county, where his death occurred), Eliza 
(married John Miller and is now deceased), Miles F. (died near Water Valley), Frank 
(resides in Texas) and Cyrus L. (who married the mother of our subject, and thus became 
his stepfather, died in Monroe county). The father of these children took for his second 
wife a Miss Ross, who bore him two children: William F’. (died of measles during the war) 
and Francis M. (who also died during the war). Mr. Ross’ third wife was a Miss Fowler, 
and after her death he married a Mrs. Angland, who was formerly a Miss Wells. She was 
born in Lowndes county, Miss., and is still living. By her tirst husband she had four chil- 
dren—two sons and two daughters: Almeta (married a Mr. Johnson and resides in Monroe 
county, Miss.), the other daughter married a Mr. Webb and is now deceased; Thaddeus A. 
and William H. (both reside in Tippah county, Miss.). George W. Ross began for himself 
as afarmer in Monroe county, Miss., in 1858, and in 1860 he moved to Calhoun county of 
this state. In 1861 he entered the Confederate army, served in the Magnolia guard corps 
and later in company K, Seventeenth Mississippi regiment, participating in all the engage- 
ments in which his regiment took part. He was captured at Knoxville, Tenn., and was 
earried to Rock Island, Il., where he was confined for eighteen months and twenty days, or 
until the close ofthe war. At the time of his capture he was holding the rank of sergeant. 
Returning to Monroe county after the war he continued to reside there until September, 
1865, when he moved to Calhoun county of that state, and there be has since made his home. 
His principal occupation has been farming, but in 1872 he began merchandising in Banner, 
and has continued this in connection with planting up to the present time. He held the 
position of postmaster from 1873 to 1877, and is the present mayor of Banner, which office 
he has held since 1886. He was appointed by the governor and then elected at the general 
election of 1889. Mr. Ross was married on March 4, 1866, to Mrs. Sarah C. Brown, nee 
Tedford, a native of Mississippi, born and reared in Monroe county. She came to Calhoun 
county in 1854, and was first married to L. W. Brown, of Mississippi, by whom she had one 
son, William J. (who died in Arkansas on May 1, 1889). To Mr. and Mrs. Ross have been 
born the following children: Mary C. (wife of J. H. Gors, of Banner, Miss.), Ulor B. (mar- 
ried and resides in Banner), Dennis V. (at home), Eleanor H. (resides in Belle county, Tex ), 
George Hicks (at home), Tapy (at home), Eva (at home) and three children that died in 
infancy. Mrs. Ross is a member of the Primitive Baptist church. Mr. Ross is a member 
of Banner lodge No. 329, A. F. & A. M., and in his political views is strictly democratic. 
He comes of a prominent family and is one of the substantial men of the county. 

Benjamin Row, a distinguished planter of Wilkinson county, residing near Fort Adams, 
was born in West Feliciana parish, La., and was educated at the Brandon academy, in this 
county, with the Brandons, Pettibones and others. He is the son of Jacob Row and 
Sarah Gustavus, natives of Mississippi and Tennessee, respectively. Jacob was born in 1784 
in Natchez, and was the third child born to John and Margaret Row, natives of Germany, 
born near Strassburg, the principal town of Alsace, on the Rhine. They came to America 
and settled in the Natchez district, where they resided for some years. To them were born 
five children: John, George, Jacob, Mary and William, all of whom lived to be grown and 
married. ‘Three of the sons reared families, and Mary, the daughter, bad one son who also 
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passed away at the time of her death. She first married a Mr. Thompson, by whom the son 
was born, and after his death she married James Tanner. William married and settled in 
Louisiana, where he lived until his death. John died, leaving a large family in Louisiana. 
George also died in Louisiana, leaving a tine family. Jacob settled in West Feliciana par- 
ish, La., where he resided until his death in 1845, at the age of sixty-one years and nine 
months, and during life was an active, successful and extensive planter. He lived a quiet, 
unostentatious life, and died in comparatively early years full of honors with the highest 
respect of his neighbors. He was eminently a self made man, having educated himself, and 
built up bis own career of usefulness and honor. His father, John Row, died about 1791, 
while the family were on the way to Louisiana, and lies buried at Clarksville, Miss. The 
mother of Benjamin died in 1868; she was born about 1756. To the parents of Benjamin 
were born ten sons: John G., George S., Micajah, William, who died an infant; Jacob A., 
Lewis, Henry, Francis, who died an infant; Vincent and Benjamin. John G. died in 1863 
and left two sons. George died in 1850 but left no family. Micajah died in 1883, leaving 
four sons and two daughters. Three of his sons served gallantly in the Confederate army. 
Dr. Lewis Row, his eldest son, is deceased, but the others are yet living. Jacob died in 
1872 leaving a family of ten children. Lewis died single in 1840. Henry died at twenty- 
one years of age. Vincent died in 1886 leaving eight children. He moved to Wilkinson 
county in 1849, where he resided and reared his family. Benjamin Row, the subject, just 
after the death of his father, was called home to take care of the property, and since that 
time has been engaged in planting. He settled on the present home place in 1853, where he 
has since lived. He continues to cultivate his land in Louisiana and in this county. Dur- 
ing the war he was detailed by the secretary of the Confederate cabinet, under Majors Kwell 
and Mathews, to carry the mail across the Mississippi river from Fort Adams. While thus 
serving the South he had at one time $20,000,000 of Southern money in his house that 
belonged to the Confederate government, the same having been brought to this place from 
Richmond, Va. It was delivered to parties waiting on tbe river opposite who took it on to 
Alexandria, La., and sent from there to Kirby Smith, at Shreveport, to be used to pay the 
military expenses of the trans- Mississippi department. Since the war Mr. Row has devoted 
his time to his home. He has been an invalid since 1860, takes no active part in polities, 
but is well informed on public affairs. He was married in 1551 to Miss Eliza E. MeNulty, 
a native of this county, the daughter of John and Evelyn (Orr) MeNulty, natives of Missis- 
sippi and Pennsylvania, respectively. Her father came to Mississippi when a young man 
and engaged in merchandising in Fort Adams, where he was married to Miss Orr, who was 
born and reared in this county, her parents having been among the first settlers here. The 
grandfather of Evelyn Orr was Ruffin DeLoach, of French-Huguenot descent, who came to 
South Carolina at an early day. Mrs. Row died in 1855, leaving two little daughters, Ella 
Evelyn and Sarah Eliza, the latter now the wife of Darling Babersa, a prominent merchant 
of Fort Adams. Benjamin was again married in January, 1859, to Miss Sarah George, of 
Rapides parish, La. She was the daughter of Richard George, a native of Tennessee, who 
came to Louisiana early, and was married to Mrs. Lewis, nee Jones. William Jones, the 
father of the latter, was one of this county’s very early settlers and prominent men. He 
married Miss Ogden, of this county, and moved to Louisiana. The Ogdens were also very 
early settlers and were very wealtby. ‘To Benjamin and his second wife were born five chil 

dren: Herbert, the eldest, died in 1864; Toly, married J. M. Lessley, a son of Dr. Lessley; 
Benjamin, died in 1868; Stella is yet single, living at home, and Bennie, Jr. ‘The elder 
daughter was educated at Summit Lee college, and the younger, at home, by private tutors. 
Bennie is attending Jefferson college. 
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Hon. Elias Alford Rowan, M. D., a prominent physician aud business man of Wesson, 
Miss., a son of Samuel and Jeanette (Alford) Rowan, natives of North Carolina, was born 
near Crystal Springs, December 31, 1837. His parents came to Mississippi in 1833, and 
located in the woods near the present site of Crystal Springs, where Mrs. Rowan died about 
1883, aged seventy-five years, and where her husband (who will be eighty-six September 1, 
1891), is still living. During the greater part of his life his occupation was that of an 
architect and builder, and his success is connected with the growth and development of this 
part of the country. He beeame known during his active career as an honest, industrious 
and thoroughly reliable man, and is held in high esteem and veneration by his present gen- 
eration of friends, as possibly the only remaining pioneer whose fortunes have been identi- 
fied with the history aud progress of the county for sixty years. His family was of French 
descent. James Alford, the maternal grandfather of Mr. Rowan, was born in North Caro- 
lina, and was of Scotch and Irish descent, and came to Mississippi with Mr. Rowan, was a 
planter here, and here ended his days. The Doctor is the third of four sons and tive 
daughters, of whom two sons and four daughters are living. He was reared on his father’s 
farm, but received quite a liberal education. After reading medicine with Mr. J. M. K. 
Alford he attended lectures at the University of Louisiana (now Tulane university) in the 
sessiou of 1860-1. In May, 1861, he enlisted in the Twelfth Mississippi infantry, but was 
soon taken sick and had to retire from the service. It was not long, however, before he 
recovered health and joined company G of the Sixth Mississippi infantry, aud was made 
first lieutenant at the reorganization of the army: was detailed but served as assistant surgeon 
about two years, when he was promoted to the captaincy of his company. He was in 
engagements at Baker's creek, Port Gibson, and other points in the Georgia campaign; 
came back under Hood to Franklin, was in the Franklin battle and fights in front of Nash- 
ville, where he was captured in 1864, and kept a prisoner on Johnson’s island, in Ohio, 
where he suffered much watil released in June, 1865. Returning home, he resnmed his 
medical studies and graduated from Tulane university in 1866, and went into the practice of 
his chosen profession, locating on Pearl river, in Lawrence county. Here he remained for 
three years and then removed to Wesson, in his native county. He has aided largely herein 
building up the town for twenty-one years, financially, morally aud religiously, where he still 
resides, and where he has built up a large practice and become a leading physician, and is a 
member of the Mississippi Medical association, and also of the American Medical associa- 
tion. He is a working member of the Baptist church in Wesson, and always on hand to 
assist his pastor and brethren in church labors. He has been superintendent of the Sunday- 
school of that church for fifteen consecutive years, and largely to his efforts and influence 
with the children is due to the fact that it is the largest Sunday-school in the state, numbering 
at present over fonr handred pupils and teachers. Three years ago he aided in organizing 
the inter-denominational Sunday-school convention in the county, and has been its president 
for three terms, declining at its last meeting a reélection, wishing a president chosen from 
some one of the other denominations. He is a member of J. M. Wesson lodge, A. F. & A. M.; 
of the Harmony lodge No. 1851 of the Knights of Honor; of the Knights and Ladies of 
Honor; the I. O. O. F., and of the I. O. G. T. In the Odd Fellows he has served as noble 
grand, he has served as chief templar of the Good Templar’s lodge of Wesson, and is at 
present grand chief templar of the State lodge. 

In March, 1SSO, Dr. Rowan wrote and published in the county newspaper a strong arti 
cle against intemperance, attacking the legalized liquor traflie prevailing at that time, 


when retail and pint saloons were common throughout the state. Many of his best friends 
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thought that his attack on the saloons was an unwise step, but with a determination 
that nothing in the way of policy or the risk of personal popularity could shake his determi- 
nation and will to succeed, he pressed the subject on the attention of the people, and 
three years later, in the legislature of 1854, of which he was a member, secured the passage 
of a prohibition enactment on petition for his county, and two years later he was one 
of the leading members who carried through the local option act, permitting each county to 
decide by vote upon the question of license within its own limits. In the contest in 
Copiah county, in the matter of prohibition, the personal liberty party made a determined 
fight, and there were no available means spared to carry their point, but Rowan and the 
friends who rallied to his side in the contest had the gratification of counting a majority of 
twelve hundred and seventy-eight votes in their favor. Nor has he abated in his zeal 
in behalf of prohibition, but hand to hand with its leading advocates in the state he is labor- 
ing and hoping for the time when the blot of licensed iniquity shall be removed from 
Mississippi. Politically his motto might be, Independent in all things, neutral in noth- 
ing. <A consistent and uncompromising democrat, through his whole political record he 
holds that democracy as well as democrats should be consistent and uncompromising, and in 
the late trouble brought on by the irresponsible and unauthorized action of a convention 
which was not appointed with any view to political control or even advice in reading out of 
the democratic party the element that was affiliated with the Farmers’ Alliance, he promptly 
took sides with the laborers and producers in pressing their just demands, and largely by an 
active and persistent canvass made, if not a victory, a very honorable drawn battle in this 
first skirmish between organized capital and rapidly organizing labor. He was married in 
December, 1867, to Miss Mary Augusta Mobley, of Lawrence county, who died in May, 1869. 
In December, 1874, he married Julia L., daughter of Isham and Martha B. Lamb, natives 
of Tennessee, who removed to Copiah county, where Mr. Lamb became a well-to-do lumber- 
man, and died some years since. Mrs. Rowan was born in Tennessee, the second of seven 
children. She is connected with the Methodist Episcopal church. Dr. Rowan was elected 
to the state legislature in 1875, leading in the overthrow of radical and carpetbag rule in 
his county, and represented his county during the memorable sessions of the legislature in 
1876 and 1877, acting as chairman of the committee on benevolent institutions, and aiding 
in the impeachment of Governor Ames and others. He was reélected in 1883, and again in 
1885. Financially, politically, socially and professionally he has been largely suecessful. As 
an evidence of his unabated popularity and the undiminished confidence felt in him by the 
people may be cited the fact of his election by a very large majority, at the late primary, as 
chairman of the democratic executive committee of Copiah county for the ensuing fonr years, 
over his opponent, Hon. W. C. Wilkinson, one of the ablest, truest and most effectively 
zealous democrats of the state. Dr. Rowan is a medium-sized man, strongly built. An 
excellent constitution, unimpaired by excesses, enables him to perform an immeuse amount 
of work. There are few men, possibly none, in Copiah county, whose influence equals his, 
or who devotes more time to the public interests than he. Taking the lead in all measures 
for the upbuildiog of the people financially, morally and religiously, he is well and favorably 
known, not only through his own and adjoining counties, where he has spoken and served in 
leading campaigns for prohibition, etc., but throughout the state at large, and this reputation 
he richly deserves. 

James H. Rowan, planter, Natchez, Miss. Daniel Rowan, grandfather of James H., 
was a native of the Emerald isle but when a young man came to America, settled in 
Tennessee, and was there married to Miss Sarah Basley. Mr. Rowan was high sheriff of 
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Dickson county, Tenn., for a number of years and was a man of no little influence and 
power. His death occurred in that state, and in 1798 his widow and seven children: Beal, 
Thomas, Lani, Mary, Jane J., James J. and Lion, moved to Mississippi. They settled in 
the wilderness about fourteen miles east of Natchez and on the farm they called Rowandale, 
where James H. Rowan now resides. There Mrs. Rowan died when the latter was but a little 
boy. James J. Rowan, her son and the father of James H., was born in Davidson county, 
Tenn., was reared onafarm in Adams county, Miss.,and received avery meager education inthe 
common schools, never attending more than three months altogether. Being naturally bright 
and quick witted, he became a man of rare business ability, and at an early age engaged in 
merchandising at Natchez. He soon became one of the foremost merchants and cotton buy- 
ers of the place. handling as wany as thirty thousand bales of cotton annually. He was still 
engaged in business in that city when he married Mrs. Elizabeth (Handy) Leatherburg, a 
native of Sailsbury, Md., and the widow of Dr. Leatherburg who died in that state. She 
afterward came to Natchez. Mr. Rowan served as clerk of the county, and also filled the 
position of treasurer for a number of years. After a suecessful business career of many 
years, or in 1836, Mr. Rowan returned to the old homestead, where his death occurred in 
1856. He was a prominent Mason and a member of the Methodist church. He was respected 
and esteemed by all. His wife, who was a member of the Episcopal church, was called to 
her final home in 1842. Her father, Dr. Handy, died in Maryland and but little is known 
of the family. Mrs. Rowan was an amiable, generous, noble woman, was very popular and 
a leader in society and in all works of charity or benevolence. By her union to Mr. Rowan 
she became the mother of two children: Alfred W., who graduated from Cambridge, Mass., 
became a well-to-do planter and his death occurred in 1872. The other and younger son, 
James. H. Rowan, was educated at home under a private tutor. In 1850 he was married to 
Miss Helen M. Merrick, a native of Natchez and the daughter of Phineas P. Merrick, who 
was born in Wilbraham, Mass., on the 7th of September, 1796. Mr. Merrick’s wife, Han- 
nah M., a native of Elizabethtown, N. J., born on the 15th of November, 1802, he 
married in St. George’s church, New York city, on the 11th of August, 1822. They at once 
came to Natchez, and there for several years Mr. Merrick was engaged in merchandising, 
which he continued with success until bis death on the 13th of May, 1833. He was vestry- 
man in the Trinity church. He had been city clerk, and at the time of his death was prom- 
inently connected with the Agricultural bank of Natchez. He was a prominent Mason and 
a man of considerable wealth. His widow afterward married Judge William A. Stone, and 
died on the 14th of June, 1841. Samuel Merrick, the grandfather of Mrs. Rowan, was also 
a native of the Bay state, where he spent all his life. His father, James Merrick, was a son 
of Noah Merrick, who, it is supposed, came over in the Mayflower. Mrs. Rowan is one of 
five children, only she and a brother, Charles F., are now living. She was educated in New 
York city. To Mr. and Mrs. Rowan were born five children: Charles H., of Tensas_ par- 
ish, La., Mary I., wife of A. P. Miller, of Mew Mexico; Helen M., wife of William L. Fos- 
ter; Lelah P., who died in 1873; and James B., who died December 2%, 1885, from the effects 
of an accidental discharge of a gun while he was engaged in Christmas festivities. He was 
at that time a student of Jefferson college and a very promising young man. Mr. Rowan 
bas spent nearly his entire life on the old homestead of his grandmother, and is now the 
owner of about seventeen hundred acres. He is trustee of Jefferson college, and since 1878 
has been a member of the board of supervisors. He is a man of unblemished character, and 
his word is as good as his bond. He is one of the few men of his age who were born in 
Adams county and still resides there. Mrs. Rowan and daughter, Mrs. Foster, are members 
in good standing in the Presbyterian church. 
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HK. Rubel, merchant, Corinth, Miss., is numbered among the prominent citizens of 
Alcorn county and is a member of the prominent mercantile firm of Abe Rubel & Co. He 
came originally from that grand old country, Germany, which seems somehow to instil] into 
her sons the traits of character that make them successful, prosperous and popular wherever 
fate leads their footsteps. He was born in Bavaria on the 20th of Jnne, 1837, to the union 
of Jacob and Veronica (Frauenthal) Rubel, both of whom were natives also of Germany, in 
which country they passed their entire days. HK. Rubel was the ninth in order of birth of 


‘twelve children, nine of whom are living, but only our subject now in America. The latter 


emigrated to this country in 1854, peddled:a short time in Philadelphia and country in 
Pennsylvania, and then attended boarding-school nine months in Bucks county of that 
state. He subsequently accepted a situation as clerk in a dry-goods business at Lexington, 
Va., and remained there two years, and returned to Philadelphia in April, 1858, remained 
there until May, and then accepted a clerkship with M. Simon & Co., Memphis, Tenn., 
where he continued until the fall of that year, when M. Simon opened a store at Corinth, 
Miss., in copartnership with James Dobbins, of that town, and Mr. Rubel came from Mem- 
phis to represent M. Simon in the business at Corinth. They started with a stock of 
general merchandise valued at about $3,500 under the firm name of Simon & Dobbins. 
About two months later the firm dissolved and was made Simon & Rubel, under which tice 
the business was carried on by K. Rubel until the spring of 1862. Mr. Rubel, who was 
enthusiastic in the cause of the South, after the outbreak of the war collected funds for the 
purpose of making a uniform for the first company that had left Corinth for the seat of war 
at Pensacola, Fla., under command of Captain Kilpatrick and First Lieutenant IF. EH. Whit- 
field, Jr. Mr. Rubel purchased the goods and trimmings and had the uniforms made at 
Corinth, and forwarded the same to the compahy at Pensacola, Fla. After the battle of 
Shiloh he was requested to give up their storehouse for the use of the Confederate govern- 
ment and army, in consideration of which the government gave him transpertation for bim- 
self and goods to Memphis, Tenn., and he left Corinth with his goods for Memphis on a 
train loaded with wounded soldiers from the battlegrounds of Shiloh and Pittsburg Lauding. 
After arriving in Memphis he and Mr. Simon disposed of their goods, and Mr. Rubel started 
to Europe to visit his parents, of whom he had heard nothing during the war. Returning 
in the fall of 1863 he went again to Memphis, and engaged in merchandising and buying 
cotton, and immediately after the war started business again in Corinth, Miss., the firm 
known as EB. Rubel & Co., L. Sekeles being the company. This continued until 1876, when 
Mr. Rubel’s nephew, Abe Rnbel, who prior to this clerked for the firm, was admitted into the 
business, and the firm title was changed to Rubel, Sekeles.& Co. This continued until the 
spring of 1882, when KE. Rubel sold his interest to the other members of the firm, and 
started in the cloak manufacturing business in Philadelphia, Penn. Later he gave this up, 
and, in connection with Abe Rubel, bought out Mr. Sekeles in JSSV, the firm name being 
changed to Abe Rubel & Co. Abe Rubel has been connected with the firm since 1566. E. 
Rubel selected as his companion in life Miss Pauline Hochstadter, of Philadelphia, Penn., but 
a native of Fayette, Jefferson county, Miss., and their nuptials were celebrated in 1869 at 
Philadelphia. They became the parents of nine chiidren, seven of whom are living: Flor- 
ence, Carrie, Jacob, Jennie, Milton, Rose and Alfred. Florence and Carrie are graduates 
of the Philadelphia (Peun.) Normal High school; the eldest of the sons, Jacob, is attending 
the Philadelphia Manual Training school, and the younger members of the family are in 
school] in Philadelphia, where E. Rubel has resided since his marriage. In his business 


rareer at Corinth the firm commenced on a small scale, but it has prospered, and has now 
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one of the largest wholesale and retail enterprises in the state. They have a very handsome 
business building, erected by Rubel & Sekeles in 1873-4, and superintended and built by 
Mr. KE. Rubel in person. He made his own brick, arranged everything, and the building, 
which is four stories in hight with a seventy-five foot front, cost over 340,000, and is not 
only an ornament to the city, but an honor to Mr. Rubel. They have a fine basenient under 
all and carry a stock of goods valued at about S100,000. Their custom extends to Alabama, 
Tennessee and Mississippi. KH. Rubel resides in Philadelphia, as above stated, but Abe Rubel 
resides in Corinth, and is a live, energetic business man. ‘The latter was married to Miss 
Rachel Hirsh, of Memphis, Tenn., and is the father of seven children: Simon, Jacob, Char- 
lotte, Lee, Milton, Carrie and Frank. 

Atlas F. Rush, De Kalb, Miss., who for sixteen years has been chancery clerk of Kem- 
per county, Miss., is entitled to the following space inthis record of the leading men of the 
state. He was born in Kemper county, within six miles of De Kalb, in 1842. and is a son 
of William C. and Elizabeth (Crawford) Rush. His father was born in North Carolina in 
1814, and removed to Kemper county in 1834, bringing his wife whom he had married in 
his native state. He was a planter and speculator, and was very successful. He was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and belonged to the Center Ridge lodge, A. F. 
& A. M. He was a man of wide and deep sympathies, whom the woes of the people touched, 
and it was to him the poor and needy were.apt to turn for suecor, knowing always that they 
would recieve aid. He died in 1873. His wife was born in North Carolina; she was a 
daughter of Mastin Crawford, and a woman of. rare force of character. She belonged to 
the Methodist Episcopal church. Her death occurred in 1883. They reared a family of 
ten children: Thomas, Mastin, John, Charlotte, Julia, Mary, Atlas F., James, William and 
Mattie. Thomas, Mastin, Mary and James aredeceased. Atlas F. was rearedin the county of his 
birth, and received his education in the common schools. In 1861, at the age of eighteen years, 
he enlisted in company I, Twenty-fourth Mississippi volunteer infantry, and went out to aid 
the Confederate cause. He saw some active service, participating in the battles of Perry- 
ville, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga and Lookout Mountain; he was captured in the last named 
engagement, was sent to Johnson’s island, where he was held twenty-two months, being 
paroled at the end of that period. He enlisted as a private, and was promoted to a lienten- 
ancy before his capture. When the war was ended he returned to his home, and embarked 
in the mercantle trade in the town of De Kalb. He has a plantation of one thousand acres 
within two miles of De Kalb, which he has brought te a high state of cultivation. Politi- 
cally he is identified with the democrat party. For the past sixteen years he has been clerk 
of the chancery court, and has discharged the business of that oflice with skill and fidelity 
that has won him a wide reputation. He is a member of the Masonic order, and also belongs 
to the Farmers’ Alliance, Mr. Rush was united in marriage December 19, 1865, to Miss 
Cornelia Holton, a daughter of Col. John B. and Katie (MeAlister) Holton, natives of North 
Carolina. Mrs. Rush was born in North Carolina in 1542, and is an only child. Ten chil 
dren have been born to our subject and his wife: Inda H. isthe wife of Rk. M. Hight, of Green- 
wood, Miss.; Anna married Dr. M. M. Warren, of Macon, Noxubee county, Miss.; Holton 
C.; Frank C. (deceased in 1888); Hugh B.; Kittie; Attie F’.; Cornelia: and two who died in 
infaney, The parents are worthy members of the Baptist church. 

Charles Ii. Rushing, the subject of this sketch, was born in Meltonville, Anson county, 
N. C., July 27, 1S19. Leaving home at the early age of fifteen years to make his way in the 
world, he rode across the states on horseback to Mobile, Ala., accepting employment there 
us clerk in a wholesale shoe store. He married there in Iebruary, 1842, Miss Bridget C. 
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Collin. He remained in Mobile about two years after this, when his health failing he came 
to Marion, Lauderdale county, Miss., being one of the early settlers of the county. He 
there started in mercantile business, and how well he succeeded was attested by the fortune 
he was the possessor of when the war began, being the owner of many slaves, the largest 
Jand owner in the county, and interested in three mercantile houses. He was opposed to 
secession, but when the inevitable came he did his duty as a man and citizen. He held the 
oftice of tax assessor during the war. The only office that he ever held previous to this was 
county treasurer, which office he held for fifteen consecutive years. After the war he was 
elected and served as a member of the constitutional convention to frame a constitution for 
the state under the reonstruction act. He then set about to gather another fortune, one hav- 
ing been lost by the vicissitudes of war. He started a new mercantile business at Columbus, 
Ky., and continned in that until February, 1566, when he was elected vice president of the 
Mobile & Ohio railroad, in which capacity he served until May, 1874. He then returned to 
Marion, Miss., where he spent the remainder of his days in peace and quiet on his farm, 
dying December 30, 1881. His was a busy life. Many have cause to remember him for his 
charities, for he was a friend to the orphan. He was blessed with several children—four 
sons and two daughters—his two oldest sons being victims of the war. His oldest living 
son, H. P. Rushing, married Miss Anna J. Cole, of Meridian, Miss., in February, 1873, and 
settled at Toplin, Miss., on a farm, where he now resides, and does business as farmer and 
merchant. He owns one of the finest herds of Jersey cattle in the state, and has a dairy 
with all the latest improvements, run by steam. He has also a system of private water 
works to supply his house and cattle with water. J.C. Rushing, the other living son resides 
in Meridian, Miss., and is in the railroad business. The two daughters reside at the old 
homestead at Marion. The following is another account of Charles E. Rushing. 

One of the useful citizens of Mississippi for many years and during his lifetime very 
prominent in public affairs was Charles E. Rushing (deceased). He was born in the Old 
North state in 1519 and after reaching manhood removed to Mobile, Ala., where he resided 
two years and was married to Miss Bridget Collin, a native of County Kildare, Ireland, 
where she was born in 1817. After their marriage they removed to Mississippi, settling at 
Old Marion, Lauderdale county, in 1844, where Mr. Rushing engaged in merchandising. 
After a few years he also established a good store at Marion station, on the then new Mobile 
& Ohio railroad, and at both these places he did a prosperous business until the opening of 
the Civil war. He filled the position of county treasurer ably and efficiently for some time 
and was otherwise interested in the political affairsof his section. When the war opened he 
was elected tax assessor of Lauderdale county, but was afterward in the commissary depart- 
ment and was instrumental in relieving the wants of those who were deprived of help and 
means by the devastations of war. When hostilities ceased he was completely bankrupt, 
much of his valuable property being destroyed by General Sherman’s army. He was an 
extensive planter also in connection with his other enterprise, but after the war was over he 
embarked in the commission business in Columbus, Ky., and had been and was a director of 
the Mobile & Ohio railroad, and in 1866 was elected vice president of that road, which posi- 
tion he ably filled for nine years. After a well spent life he died at Old Marion, Miss., in 
1881, his widow surviving him until 1889. Miss Clara L. Rushing, their daughter, resides 
with her sister, Mrs. M. Is. Robinson, on the old homestead. These ladies are engaged 
successfully in conducting the plantation, Mrs. Robinson being chief of the domestic inter- 
ests while Miss Rushing superintends the plantation. They have two thousand acres of good 
Jand, the cultivated portion of which yields from forty to fifty bales of cotton yearly. Their 
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house is located seven miles east of Meridian, is pleasantly situated and makes them a com- 
fortable and cozy home. These ladies are proving themselves good business women and are 
intelligent, wideawake and self-reliant. Mrs. Robinson has two sons: Clarence E. and 
Collin R. The Rushing family are Catholics. Charles EK. Rushing was one of the incor- 
porators and was afterward president of the Peoples’ bank, Meridian, Miss. : 

Elijah Russell is a native of the state of South Carolina, born in the year 1817. Heis a 
son of James D. and Susana (Gayden) Russell, also natives of South Carolina, of Irish descent. 
The family removed from South Carolina to Georgia where they remained two years, and in 
1829 they came to Mississippi, and settled in Warren county, where the father died in 1834 
and the mother died in Yazoo county in 18538. They were the parents of eleven children 
all of whom grew to maturity excepting two, and all of whom have passed away excepting 
two. Elijah Russell spent his early boyhood daysin his native state. In 1843 he came to 
Yazoo county, and engaged in mercantile pursuits at Benton; he followed this busines a few 
years and then was employed in overseeing and farming for some time. He has resided on 
his present farm about ten years; it consists of three hundred acres of land, a portion of which is 
de voted to the raising of live-stock another to fruit, and the balance to general farming pur- 
poses; he has a fine herd numbering thirty head of graded Jersey breed, and six hundred 
bearing peach-trees, besides a great many apple, pear and quince trees. Mr. Russell was 
united in marriage January 16, 1845, to Miss Martha A. Erwin, a daughter of Abner and 
(Howard) Erwin. By this union eleven children were born, five of whom are still liv- 
ing: Mary, wife of John Birdwell of Louisiana; Abner, a farmer of Yazoo county; Reuben 
G., who resides in Indian territory; Howard, a resident of Washington county, and DeFrance, 
a resident of the same county. Mr. Russell lost the mother of these children in 1870. 
Three years later he was married to Mrs. Lucy (Hearn) Foster, a daughter of John and Mary 
(Montgomery) Hearn, natives of South Carolina. Four children have been born of this mar- 
riage: Ina, who died at the age of five years; Sera, Gaydon and Irene. The mother is a 
member of the Rock Springs Baptist church, and Mr. Russell belongs to the Methodist Kpis- 
copal church of Benton. He is also a member of the Masonic order. He is a man of public 
spirit, and has contributed both of his means and personal influence largely tothe growth 
and advancement of Yazoo county. 

Mrs. Laura V. Russell is the widow of W. H. Russell, who was born in Warren 
county, Miss ; in 1828, ason of Arnold and Elizabeth (Grover) Russell, natives of Tennessee. 
Col. Arnold Russell came to this state while it was yet a territory, and entered quite a large 
body of land on the Yazoo river. A considerable portion of this property he afterward 
sold, but a large portion of what he reserved is now the property of Mrs. Laura V. Russell. 
Colonel Russell and his brother, James, were in the war of JS812, at which time the former 
was only nineteen years of age. James B. attained the rank of captain, and both afterward 
served witb distinction in various Indian wars. W. H. Russell was educated in the schools 
of Nashville, Tenn., and was one of the finest edueated men in Mississippi. Although he 
preferred the life of a planter to any other calling, many professions were opened to him, for 
his father was wealthy and generous, and would gladly have given his son every advantage. 
Daring the Rebellion W. H. Russell enlisted in the Confederate service, but owing to delicate 
health he was unable to stand the hardship and privations of army life, and shortly after he 
joined he was honorably discharged. He was the owner of quite a number of slaves but, of 
course, during the war lost them all, and after the cessation of hostilities found himself in a 
destitute condition. Not heeding the dark outlook be set energetically to work and possessing 
shrewd and practical views his efforts were well repaid, and at the time of his death was the 
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owner of the old Russell estate consisting of about three thousand acres, and an estate of his 
own, the entire amount of land under cultivation on the two places amounting to eight 
hundred acres. In 1855 Mr. Russell was married to Miss Laura V. Jackson, and their union 
resulted in the birth of ten children, all of whom survive: Annie D., wife of C. I’. Cassey, 
M. D.. of Satartia, Miss.; Laura J.. W. H. and Lauretta, twins; Seymour, Arnold, Mellen, 
Lee, Ruth and Ruby, twins. Mr. Russell was a Knight Templar in the A. F. and A. M. of 
Vicksburg, was very popular and well known throughout the county, and was highly honored 
and respected by his neighbors. Personally. and in every private relation and duty of life, he 
was liberal, generous and high minded, was the life of sccial intercourse, and the soul of 
true honor and unbounded greatness of heart. Mrs. Russell's parents, Stephen M. and Ann 
Dunn (Hill) Jackson, were natives of Virginia, being members of leading families of that 
state. Mrs. Jackson was a member of Dr. Dunn’s family of Memphis, Tenn., who was quite 
a prominent citizen of this city. The maternal grandfather of Mr. Jackson was Littleberry 
Mason of Virgina. John Y. Mason, Sr., was his uncle, and John Y. Mason, Jr., of Confederate 
fame was his cousin. It was he who was with Slidell on reeruiting service for the Confede- 
racy in Canada, and was there captured. Mr. Jackson died in 1859, while just in the prime 
of life, and Mrs. Jackson, after remaining a widow eighteen years, married Dr. Seymour 
Halsey, of Vicksburg, who was one of the leading surgeons of Mississippi. He served in 
this capacity in the war with Mexico, throughout which war he was with Jefferson Davis. 
He was a member of the Halsey family of New Jersey, and when a young man came South, 
and first located at Baton Rouge, although the greater part of his life was spent in Vicks- 
burg. He was very widely known, and a man whom to know was to honor. He died in 
1851, and his widow in 1885, at the age of seventy-seven years. She bore Dr. Halsey no 
children, but her union with Mr. Jackson, who was born in 1800, resulted in the birth of 
four children, two of whom are living: Mrs. Laura V. Russell and Dr. D. D. Jackson, of 
Greenville. 

Samuel D. Russell, planter and merchant at Missionary, Jasper county, Miss., was born 
near Decatur, Newton county, Miss., in 1854, one of the six children of Alexander and Hliz- 
abeth W. (Wilson) Russell (born, MeDowell). Alexander Russell was bornin Anson county, 
N. C., in 1816, and left home when but a youth to seek his fortune in the West, but located 
in Newton county, Miss., early in its history, and, while a resident there was engaged in 
planting, and in operating a small tannery on his place. In 1869 be became a merchant at 
Decatur, and as such proved a success, establishing a few years later a branch store at New- 
ton, his partner in this enterprise being M. J. L. Hoye, his son-in-law. Mr. Russell was a 
man of remarkable business ability and great energy. Our subject, Samuel D. Russell, was 
reared in Newton county, where he received his primary education in the common schools, 
and later was a student at the college at Clinton for a year. He married Miss Bettie M. 
Longmire, daughter of Dr. G. EK. Longmire, a native of Alabama. J'o Mr. and Mrs. Russell 
have been born three children: G. Longmire, Rh. Alexanderand Samuel D., Jr. Mr. Russell 
located where he now lives in February, ISS4, and is the owner of twenty-one hundred acres 
of land all in one body, besides about fifteen hundred acres in other traets. In connection 
with his planting operations he has a general store, which is well stocked with such mer- 
chandise as is in demand in the country round about. He also has an interest in the store 
of Walton, Gallaspy & Russell, at Hiekory, Miss. He is a thoroughgoing young man with 
the best business principles, and has made a snecess of each one of the several enterprises 
in which he has been engaged——his home store and the one at Hickory, each having a large 
trade, and Lis planting operations being as extensive as those of any other planter in his 
vicinity. 
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James M. Rutherford, sheriff, Ripley, Miss., was chosen to occupy his present respon- 
sible position by his party in October, 1551, and is now discharging the duties of that office 
in a manner highly creditable to himself and to the satisfaction of the community at large. 
This introduction is hardly necessary, for the people of Tippah county are not only perfectly 
familiar with Mr. Rutherford as a trustworthy official but honor and respect him as a man. 
He was born in Union county, Ga., in 1834 and was the second in a family of eleven children 
born to Thomas and Margaret A. (Lemmonds) Rutherford, natives of the old North State. 
The parents were reared in that state, and after their marriage, or in 1832, they moved to 
Georgia where they made their home until 1848. From there they moved to Tippah county, 
Miss., and there their family grew to maturity. The father was a mechanic, but in con- 
nection also carried on farming and was quite successful in both pursuits. He died on the 
4th of February, 181, at the age of eighty-seven years. James M. Rutherford was reared 
in Tippah county as above stated, and when the war broke out he was filled with an enthn- 
siastic desire to assist the Confederacy. In April, 1862, he enlisted with three other brothers 
and with them served until the close. These brothers are all living at the present time. 
Another brother joined the cavalry and lived until 1890. After the final surrender, Mr. 
Rutherford returned to Tippah county with the consciousness of having served his cause 
faithfully and well. Previous to the war, in December, 1857, he selected Miss Harriet 
Reed as his companion in life, and their marriage has been blessed by the birth of four ehil- 
dren, allof whom are now married and the heads of families. Mr. Rutherford followed 
planting until 1851, when he was elected to his present position. He now resides in Ripley 
and rents his farm. Although he makes no outward display, Mr. Rutherford attends strictly 
to the duties of his office in a manner highly trustworthy. 

Dr. Charles Ryan, Elma, Miss., who is one of the successful physicians of Prentiss 
county, is a self-made man in every sense of that much abused term, and what he has 
accumulated in the way of this world’s goods is the result of industry, perseverance and 
indomitable will power. His early life was one of hardship and privalious, aud, aithough 
in his subsequent career for many years he had a hard struggle to keep above water, he 
finally triumphed, and is to-day one of the substantial and much esteemed citizens of the 
county. He was born in Tuscaloosa county, Ala., on the 29th of January, 1820, and was the 
youngest of three children born to Charles and Sarah (Spaulding) Ryan, the father a native 
of one of the Carolinas, and the mother of Alabama. The parents were married in Alabama 
and there resided until the death of the father in 1820, the same year in which the Doctor 
was born. The mother was afterward married to Dorn Patton, who proved a hard task- 
master. This union resulted in the birth of eight children, one son and seven daughters. 
The mother died in Texas in 1868. Dr. Ryan, who was placed under his stepfathers care 
when a little child, did not fare very well at his hands, in fact, had a very hard time of it, 
and when about eight years of age had his left arm paralyzed by a limb from a tree striking 
it. This he has had to carry through life. When about ten years of age he was driven 
from home by his stepfather and started out to struggle for existence for himself. He 
engaged first as mail carrier from Waynesboro to Shelbyville, Teun., receiving for his 
services the munificent sum of $5 per month. He followed this for eleven months, during 
which time his wages were increased to 315 per month, and after giving up his Tennessee 
contract he went to Alabama, where he succeeded in getting a position as mail carrier from 
Jasper to Blount Springs. There he remained for one year, receiving for his services 3S 
per month, and then went to Tishomingo county, Miss., where he took the contract for carry 


ing the mail from Jacinto, Miss., to Tusenmbia, Ala., and rode that route. He retained 
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that position for one year at $8 per month, and after that he’began working in the office of 
the chancery clerk in Tishomingo county, Thomas Pate, assisting him in writing for three 
months. However, as he received nothing for his services except his board and clothes, he 
gave this up, and as he had studied hard when he had opportunity, he had sufficient educa- 
tion to teach a schvol of children. While thus employed he studied medicine, and at the 
end of six months, his schoo] term ending, he went back to Alabama where he spent what 
money he had earned for books, and being the owner of a small pony, gave that to the pro- 
fessor of Spring Hill academy for ten months tuition in his school. He attended the fall 
term of 1844, and by that time, having obtained a fair literary education, he returned to 
Tishomingo county, Miss., in 1844, and engaged a tive months school. This he taught, and 
in the following year was elected county assessor, when in his twenty-fifth year, serving one 
term in that capacity. In 1547 he was married to Miss Elizabeth Martin, who bore him nine 
children, three sons and six daughters: Sarah F. (wife of George T. Goddard), Kizzie A. 
(wife of A. J. Wilson), Elizabeth A. (wife of A. C. Stevens), Arthur M., Mary J. (wife of 
James EH. Shackleford), Maggie C. (wife of W. C. Weems), Charles A., Melverdie R. (wife of 
Stephen W. Millican) and William P. Dr. Ryan is the owner of three hundred and forty-five 
acres of land in Prentiss county, and has one hundred acres of this under cultivation. As before 
stated, while teaching schoo] he studied medicine, and decided to make that his profession, 
applying himself faithfully to this study for years. In 1853 he commenced practicing in 
Itawamba and Prentiss counties, and continued practicing until 1859, when he entered 
Memphis Medical college, graduating from that institution in 1860. He subsequently located 
at Bay Springs, Tishomingo county, remained there one year, and then moved to the farm 
where he now lives, three miles east of Elma. He was there during the war and had an 
extensive practice, being exempt from service on account of his crippled arm. He was 
about the only physician left in the county and had frequently to ride thirty miles to 
see a patient. The Doctor is still practicing, but in connection is also engaged in the drug 
business, having 4 store on his farm. He carries a stock of goods valued at about $1,000, 
drugs and general merchandise. Dr. Ryan’s religious belief is as follows: He believes, 
“That the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain a revelation of the character 
of God, and of the duty, interest, and final destination of mankind; that there is one God, 
whose nature is Love, revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of Grace, who 
will finally restore the whole family of mankind to holiness and happiness; that holiness 
and true happiness are inseparably connected, and that believers ought to be careful to 
maintain order, and practice good works, for these things are good and profitable unto 
men.’’ He bas been a member of the Masonic fraternity since 1866. He is well and 
favorably known all over the county. He was deputy sheriff of Itawamba county for about 
two years, and was an able and efficient officer. He has been a resident of Mississippi 
since 1835, and has ever been a liberal contributor to schools, churches, ete. 
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LEADING merchant and planter of Coahoma county, Miss., is William R. Sadler, 
who was born in Franklin county, Ala., December 24, 1843, being the sixth in a 
: family of thirteen children born to Joseph M. and Maria E. (Owen) Sadler, the 
former a native of North Carolina and the latter of Tennessee. Iu the year 18146 they came 
to Mississippi, locating in Chickasaw county, where the father spent the remainder of his 
life as a progressive planter and a worthy and public-spirited citizen. At the opening of 
the late war he was strongly opposed to secession, but when the ordinance of secession was 
passed, he remained loyal to his state, and bent all his energies to the establishment of the 
Confederacy. He was one of the pioneers of the state, and here was called from life in 1582, 
at the age of seventy-six years. The paternal ancestors of Wilham R. Sadler were from Ger- 
many, and settled in Pennsylvania upon coming to this country, where they became substan- 
tial, industrious and prosperous citizens. William R. has been a resident of Mississippi from 
the time he was three years of age, and in the schools of Chickasaw county he received his 
education. While fitting himself for college the war broke out, and as a loyal Southerner 
he joined the Confederate forces, becoming a member of company C, Thirteenth Missis- 
sippi cavalry, and served until the long struggle ended. He was one of the first to join his 
company, and was in every engagement in which it participated, but was never wounded, 
and during his protracted service he never received a furlough. He was at Juka, Corinth, 
Franklin, and in the Georgia campaign. He was as brave and faithful a soldier as ever shoul- 
dered a musket, and although the cause was lost, he was conscious of having performed every 
duty faithfully and well. He began his business career after the war closed as a merchant 
and cotton speculator, in both of which he was very successful. In addition to these he has 
carried on planting successfully, and has become the owner of two thousand acres of land, 
seven hundred of which are in a good state of cultivation. The most of this he has opened 
and improved at great expense. He is a stockholder in the Vriar’s Point oilmill, and is 
part owner of the drug establishment of Sadler & Jones, in Jonestown. Like so many of the 
prosperous business men of the present day, he is essentially self-made, and by persistent 
and continous effort he has acquired his present property. He has been a member of the 
board of supervisors of Coahoma county for two terms, and was one of the first to settle in 
what is now Jouestown, being one of its most reputable and public-spirited citizens. He 
lives a quiet and happy life, with no aspirations for political honors, and is a very social and 
pleasant gentleman to meet, being by no means void of that hospitality characteristic of the 
Southern people. 
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J. G. Sallis, M. D., is a talented and skillful physician, who is well known throughout 
the state of Mississippi. He was born in Tuscaloosa county, Ala., October 28, 1826, and 
traces his ancestry back three generations to John Sallis, who was of English birth and 
came to America during its early history. His son, John S. Sallis, was born in Augusta, 
Ga., and became the father of John Sallis, the father of the subject of this sketch. John 
Sallis was born in Warren county, Ga., but the marriage of his parents was consummated in 
Augusta, in a fort, during Revolutionary times, their removal to Warren county taking place 
soon afterward. They became the parents of seven sons and seven daughters that grew to 
mature years. John Sallis, father of J. G. Sallis, M. D., was married in Warren county to 
Miss Mary Edmondson, a native of Warren county, and moved with his family to Tusca- 
loosa county, Ala., where he made his home for a few years. In 1849 he removed to Mis- 
sissippi and settled in Attala county, where he died in 1866, at the age of seventy-six years. 
He had been a successful planter throughout life, and had accumulated a comfortable 
fortune. Dr. J. G. Sallis is one of a family of seven sous and three daughters, all of whom 
grew to mature years and became heads of families. Four brothers and one sister are the 
survivors.e The youthful days of the Doctor were spent in Alabama, and there he was edu- 
cated. In 1849 he came to Mississippi and began the study of medicine in Attala county, 
taking his first course of lectures in New Orleans in 1851, from which he graduated in the 
class of 1853 from Tulane university. He immediately returned to Attala county, and here 
has been one of the foremost medical practitioners ever since. He has had a very large and 
lucrative practice for forty years, and is, in addition to attending to his professional duties, 
one of the most extensive planters in the county, and bas eleven hundred acres in one body, 
six hundred of which is open land in excellent farming condition. Upon the building of 
the Aberdeen branch of the Illinois Central railroad, a station Was located on the Doctor’s 
plantation, and was named Sallis, after him. He was married in 1852 to Miss M. A. Flem- 
ing, a daughter of John L. Fleming, of Madison county, Miss. Mrs. Sallis was born in 
Columbia, 5. C., but reared in Madison county, Miss, and has borne the Doctor five children: 
William B., who is engaged in merchandising at Sallis; D. Fleming is attending medical 
lectures in Baltimore, Md.; Hattie M. is the wife of R. 8S. Clark, of Starkville, Miss., and 
Mary E. is the wife of Oscar Boyett, of Sallis. One son, Robert, died in 1872, at the age of 
eleven years. The Doctor and his wife are members of the Baptist church, and are worthy 
Christians and estimable citizens. Although the Doctor is approaching his three score years 
and ten, his mind is as clear as ever and he is still active, physically. He has been active in 
all good works, but has been specially interested in church matters and for the past twenty- 
three years has been a deacon, and Sunday-school superintendent for twenty-three years. 

A. D. Sample, farmer, Richland, Miss. Mr. Sample’s father, Isaac Sample, was 
one of the pioneer settlers of Mississippi, leaving his native state, South Carolina, to come to 
the wilds of Mississippi in 1836. He located on a farm near old Franklin, and was married 
in 1840 to Mrs. Mary H. Barbour, who bore him four sous: John (died in infaney), J. H., 
A. D. and D.C.) Mr. Sample was much attached to his family, was a kind and loving 
father, and a devoted husband. His death occurred in 1851. He was a member in good 
standing in the Masonic fraternity. His third son, A. D. Sample, is a native Mississippian, 
born in Holmes county in 1846, and there grew to manhood. He secured his early educa- 
tion in the Richland private schools, and in 1866 selected his companion in life in the person 
of Miss Ann Maria Ambrose, a native of Mississippi also. This union has been blessed by 
the birth of nine children. Previous to his marriage and when but sixteen years of age he 
enlisted in the Confederate army, as a private, in Harvey’s scouts and their principal fields 
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of operation were in Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee and Mississippi. He was captured at 
Selma, Ala., but escaped before the prison was reached. Returning home after cessation of 
hostilities, he resumed farming, has continued that vocation up to the present, and is the 
owner of one thousand and fifty acres of excellent land and of this six hundred acres are in 
a fine state of cultivation. This farm is located two miles west of Richland, Holmes county, 
and there.the mother of our subject died in 1879. Mr. Sample takes great pride in his chil- 
dren and is rearing them to be honest, intelligent men and women. 

Charles Sanger, builder and contractor, of Bay St. Louis, Hancock county, Miss., is a 
native of Germany, boro in Wiesbaden in 18538. He is a son of George and Elizabeth 
Sanger, also natives of the Fatherland. Mr. Sanger was a stonecutter by trade. His death 
occurred in 1863, but his wife still survives. They reared a family of four children: Charles, 
Helena, Theresa and Frederick. Charles Sanger is the only member of this family who 
came to America. He remained in his native land until he was fourteen years of age, receiv- 
ing a good education. In 1867 he sailed for the United States, and landed in New Orleans, 
where he had an uncle, Henry Sanger, a prominent builder and contractor of that city. The 
uncle died in 1870. Charles learned his trade from his uncle, and followed the business in 
New Orleans until 1873, when he came to Bay St. Louis, Miss. Here he has since resided. 
In 1871 he made a trip to the coast, being a contractor for the icehouses at Pass Christian 
and Biloxi. Since his residence at Bay St. Lonis he has erected a great many buildings, 
and has taken some heavy contracts. He is a thorough master of the business, and his suc- 
cess is due to the excellent training he had under his uncle.. He is now dealing exclusively 
in ice, and the most important part of this business is the sinking of artesian wells. He 
has sunk several, all of which have proven of best quality. Mr. Sanger was married in 
1878 to Miss Lucy Jebenes, and one daughter has been born of the union, Augusta. They 
are members of the Roman Catholic church. Mr. Sanger is one of the most enterprising 
citizens of Bay St. Louis, and the superior character of all his work has won for him a 
first place in the business circles, not only of Hancock county, but also in the state of Missis- 
sippi. 

George F. Sanders, Bright, De Soto county, Miss., was born in Wilkes county, Ga., 
May 4, 1835, and is the eldest of a family of five children. His parents, Marion and Lucy 
(Murphy) Sanders, were also natives of Georgia. The father was a planter by occupation. 
George IF’. was reared to farm life and received his education in the private schools of the 
neighborhood. At the age of nineteen years he started out in life for himself, with no capi- 
tal excepting that with which nature had endowed him. She had been more generous with 
him, however, than she has been with some of her children, so he was well equipped for the 
struggle that must come to every earnest and ambitious young man. By diligence and wise 
management he has become the owner of six hundred and fifty acres of fine farm land, two 
. hundred and fifty of which are under cultivation. He has a large, convenient residence, and 
all the surroundings are indicative of prosperity. Mr. Sanders was married in 1883 to Mrs. 
Sallie (Lauderdale) McNeese, a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of Abner D. Lauder- 
dale, a full history of whom will be found on another page of this volume. This union 
resulted in the birth of four children: Marion A., Frank, both of whom are deceased; Lizzie 
W. and Millie. Our subject was a soldier in the late war, enlisting in the Thirty-seventh 
Georgia regiment, volunteer infantry. He took part in many battles, the most important 
being Resaca, Lost Mountain, Peachtree Creek and Murfreesboro. Although he served 
until the war was ended, he was neither wounded nor promoted. He has always been a 
liberal supporter of all publie enterprises, and has been one of the most forceful factors in 
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the development of his county. He has been successful in his business, but it has been 
through the exercise of good judgment and energetic effort. He is kind, courteous and hos- 
pitable, and is greatly respected by the entire community. 

John W. Sanders, M. D. In reviewing the early history of Carroll county, the name of 
Sanders is conspicuous among the pioneers as far back as the thirties. It was in that decade 
that William Sanders, grandfather of our subject, emigrated to Carroll county and embarked 
in the mercantile trade. He was a native of Tennessee, where his ancestors were pioneers. 
Dr. John Sanders, the father of John W., was born in Carrol] county in 18384. He was a 
man of more than ordinary attainments. being well educated both from a literary and profes- 
sional standpoint. He was married in this county to Miss Sallie Young, a daughter of 
Thomas Young and a sister of Mrs. Senator George, of this county. Dr. Sanders, Sr., died 
in 1867, and Mrs. Sanders was married a second time to Judge Cothran, a former cireuit 
judge of this judicial district, who died while in office. He was a very prominent man in 
political life, and was a Mason of high order. Mrs. Cothran survives him and is a hale, 
well-preserved old lady. Dr. John W. Sanders was born in Carroll county, Miss., July 5, 
1859, and is one of a family of two sons. His brother, Dr. M. S. Sanders, of Terrell, Tex., 
is also a practicing physician. Our subject passed his youth in the county of his birth, and 
received a fair education in Clinton, Miss. He was in the junior class when he dropped his 
literary studies and took up medicine. His uncle, Dr. J. A. Sanders, was his preceptor for 
the first year. He took his first course of lectures at Louisville, Ky., in 1878—9, and was 
graduated in the class of 1880. He then located in his native town and has since been 
actively engaged in the practice of his profession. He is a young man, full of energy, and 
ambitious not only to succeed, bnt to succeed well. He devotes his time and thought to his 
work, and has won a large and loyal patronage. Jn 1890 he bought a stock of drugs and 
druggists’ notions, and is doing a large business in that line. The Doctor was united in 
marriage, December 26, 1881, tu Miss Della Davis, a daughter of George Davis, deceased. 
Three children have been born to these parents: Sadie, Kittie and Malcolm. Dr. Sanders 
is a member of the State Medical society, and keeps well abreast of the times in all medical 
discoveries and professional improvements. The Doctor’s wife and mother are both mem- 
bers of the Baptist church. ; 

R. L. Saunders. Jackson, Miss., has long been recognized as an important center of 
distribution for staple and fancy groceries of all kinds, and this business was among 
the earliest of all the mercantile branches to be established in the city. Many of the 
grocery houses of Jackson, both at wholesale and retail, are of old establishment and 
employ large capita] and the best resources and facilities for carrying on a Jarge business. 
The only wholesale grocery house of Jackson is the Jackson Grocery company, of which 
R. L. Saunders is president, which business was established in March, 1889, the stock of 
goods being valued at $20,000. This important and representative house has steadily ear- 
ried on business since its establishment, and its history has been one of continuous growth, 
and the rapid expansion of its patronage is the surest evidence of Mr. Saunders’ ability, 
popularity and correct system of conducting business. Mr. Saunders is a native Mississip- 
pian, born in 1848, the youngest of three children born to J. C. and Susan (Hudson) Saun- 
ders, both of whom were born in Tennessee. The father removed to Mississippi and here 
died soon after the birth of his son, R. L. Saunders. The latter was reared and educated 
in Jackson; began the battle of life for himself as a clerk, and in 1863 enlisted in the 
Twentieth Confederate cavalry, which: operated in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, and 
surrendered at Gainesville in the latter state. Upon his return to Jackson he followed 
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clerking until 1878, when he became a partner in the business, the firm taking the name of 
Robinson, Stevens & Co., of which he was an active member until March, 1889. At 
that time Mr. Saunders organized the Jackson Grocery company and has since been its 
efficient president. Mr. Saunders is also vice president of the Jackson bank; president 
of the Jackson Fertilizer company; president of the Light, Heat and Water Works company; is 
treasurer of the Mississippi Compress and Warehouse company; was an organizer and is now a 
director of the First National bank; in 1881 became a director of the Mississippi mills at Wes- 
son, Miss., and is a trustee of the Deaf and Dumb institute. Asa business man his record has 
been a very successful one, and by his own efforts he has succeeded in accumulating a 
handsome competency. He was married in 1878 to Miss Annie M. Robinson, a native of 
Mississippi and a daughter of John W. Robinson, who was born in New York and came 
to Mississippi at an early day, becoming one of the foremost merchants of this section. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Saunders the following children have been born: Mattie, Annie (who died at 
the age of four years), Robert L., Frank (a daughter), John W., Marion P. and Mary J. 
The family worship in the Episcopal church, in which Mr. Saunders is an active worker. 
He is president of the board of trustees of the church property of the state, and is treasurer 
and vestryman of the church in Jackson. In 1890 he was appointed by President Harrison 
one of the commissioners of the World’s Fair. 

: Phineas M. Savery, attorney at law, real estate and general insurance agent, is the 
senior member of the firm of P. M. & F. M. Savery, one of the most successful insurance 
agencies in the state. He is a native of New England, born in Massachusetts, July 
30, 1830, a son of Dr. Phineas and Nancy (Messinger) Savery, natives of the same state. 
The said Dr. Phineas Savery was a leading physician of Attleboro, Mass., and a son of 
Phineas Savery who was born April 8, 1757, and married Hannah Swift in 1796. Samuel 
Savery, born August 18, 1718, was the father of the first Phineas Savery. They were of 
French descent. The father of our subject died in Massachusetts, and the mother died when 
he was an infant. He was reared and educated in his native state, receiving a practical 
business training. At the age of sixteen years he went to New York city, and thence to 
Mexico. In 1851 he returned to the United States, and settled in Clay county, Mo. He 
was employed as a clerk until 18538, when he was married to Miss Amanda G., the eldest 
daughter of Henry F. Mitchell, a native of Maryland, and a leading attorney of the state of 
Missouri. Soon after marriage Mr. Savery took up the study of law, and was admitted to 
the bar in 1858. When the war broke out between the North and the South. he joined the 
state troops, in which service he attained the rank of colonel, as provost-marshal-general 
of the state. In 1862 he entered the service of the Confederate States as captain of cav- 
alry; was for a short time a major, as provost-marshal-general of army of the West and 
trans-Mississippi department, then resumed his place as captain of the Western rangers, a 
company of Missonriaus who went into service in May, 1861, and remained until the final 
surrender. After the fall of Vicksburg this company was consolidated with the Second 
Missouri cavalry, and was known as company C, of that regiment. In 1865 Mr. Savery 
resided in Memphis engaged as clerk and special collector. In 1866 he moyed to Baldwyn, 
Miss., and went into business as commercial representative in Mississippi of University 
Publishing company of New York for a short time, then commenced the practice of law. 
In 1868 he entered into the life insurance business and in 1870 that of fire, since which 
time he has made insurance a specialty and contined his law practice to collection of claims. 
He moved to Tupelo in 1888, and still resides there, representing eighteen of the leading 
insurance companies of the United States. Mr. Savery takes great interest in societies and 
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fraternities. As a Mason he has filled the highest office in each of the several grand bodies 
of Ancient York Masonry in Mississippi and is a member of Royal Solomon lodge at 
Jerusalem. He belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, 
Knights of Honor, Knights of Golden Rule, ete., ineach of which orders he has been highly 
honored. Mr. and Mrs. Savery are the parents of three children now living: Charles V., 
Finnie M. and Mary A. F. F. M. Savery is a partner in his father’s business of insurance 
and real estate. One son, James M., died at the age of twenty-three years. Politically 
Mr. Savery and sons adhere to the principles of the democratic party. He and his wife and 
daughter are members of the Christian church or Church of the Disciples. 

Capt. W. H. Scales, merchant of Macon, Miss. As aman of business Mr. Seales’ repn- 
tation has been an enviable one, and every step of his financial and commercial career has 
been illustrated with acts of liberality and kindness. He was born in Williamson county, 
Tenn., in February, 1840, to Dr. N. F. and M. A. (Webb) Scales, natives of the Old 
North state, who emigrated with their parents to Tennessee when the country was in a wild 
and unsettled condition. The paternal grandfather, John Seales, became a well-known 
citizen of Williamson county, where he followed the life of a planter until his death. Dr. N. 
F. Scales graduated from the Louisville Medical college and for some time practiced his pro- 
fession in Tennessee but in 1845 removed to Lowndes county, Miss., and located at Prairie 
Hill, where, in addition to practicing medicine, he carried on planting and merchandising 
successfully. He subsequently removed to Crawford, Miss., where he died in 1884, his wife’s 
death occurring at the same place many years earlier, or in 1868. He was a man who com- 
manded respect and esteem from all who knew him, and professionally was one of the fore- 
most practitioners of the county. He and his wife became the parents of thirteen children, 
eight of whom are living: Mrs. E. Hosford, of Jacksou, Tenn.; William H., of Macon; 
Thomas 8., of Mobile, Ala.; Walter W. and Mrs. C. E. Gay, of Starkville; Samuel §., of 
Crawford; Noah, of Macon; and Charles M., of Macon. After the death of the mother of 
these children the father took for his second wife Mrs. Brooks, by whom he became the 
father of three children: Ella, Mattie L. and Ewell. Three sons served in the Confederate 
army during the war: W. H., Dr. T. S. and W. W. Capt. William H. Scales was reared 
in Lowndes county, Miss., and received his edueation in private schools. He was reared to 
a mercantile Jife at Crawford, but upon the bursting of the war cloud in 1861, he at once 
became a member of company C, First Arkansas infantry, under Fagan, enlisting from Can- 
den, Ark., to which place he had gone in 1860 and opened a mereantile establishment. He 
entered the service as a lieutenant, but after the battle of Shiloh he was promoted to a cap- 
taincy. He was at the battles of Manassas, Perryville, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga and was 
also in all of the Georgia campaign, under Gen. J. BE. Johnston, the battles of Spring Hill 
and Franklin, Tenn., and Bentonville, N. C. He was slightly wounded at Murfreesboro, 
and Franklin. After the surrender he returned to Mississippi, and began merchandising at 
Crawford, removing to West Point in 1872, and in 1878 to Mobile, Ala. In this city he was 
a successful cotton factor until 1888, when he became a resident of Macon, Miss., where he 
has since made his home, with the exception of two seasons, which were spent at West Point 
in purchasing cotton. He is interested in a large mercantile establishment in Macon, estab- 
lished by his brother Noah, and owing to the honorable business methods they have always 
practiced and to their desire to please their patrons, they have built up a paying trade. He 
is also largely interested in planting, and in connection with his brother is cultivating 
about twelve hundred acres of their own lands in Noxubee county. Captain Seales was 
married, in 1861, to Miss Sallie Flowers, of Arkansas, by whom he has four children: William 
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F., Lucius M., Anna E. and Mamie F. He and his wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and with this church he has been prominently identified for many years. 
To show the extent of his mercantile operations, it is but necessary to state that he is a mem. 
ber of the firm of W. W. Scales & Co., of Starkville, Miss., and of S. S. Scales & Co., of 
Crawford, Miss., besides his business at Macon. ; 

Thomas M. Seanlan, Newton, Miss. Edward Scanlan, deceased, was born in Cecil 
county, Md., about the year 1816. When he was four years of age his parents removed to 
Philadelphia, Penu., where he lived until the age of sixteen. He then went to Port Gibson, 
Miss., and in the year 1835 he located at the town of Union, the site of which was at that 
time in the northern part of Newton county; he embarked in mercantile pursuits, and con- 
tinued there and in Decatur for ten or twelve years. He then removed to a point within a 
few miles of the present site of Newton, where he engaged in planting. He was a devout 
Roman Catholic, and politically he was identitied with the Whig party. He took an active 
interest in all public questions, but would not accept a public office. He married Miss 
Sarah, daughter of Wellington Blalack, one of the pioneer settlers of Newton county. Of 
this union nine children were born, five of whom are still living. Edward Scanlan’s father, 
Dr. James Scanlan, was a native of Maryland and a well-known planter and physician of 
Cecil county. He was largely interested in real estate in Pittsburgh, Penn., aud Charlottes- 
ville, Va., and was a successful dealer. Thomas M. Scanlan, the subject of this notice, is 
the son of Fdward and Sarah (Blalack) Seanlan. He was born in Newton county, Miss., in 
1845, and grew to maturity in the county of his birth. He was reared to the occupation of 
a farmer, and attended the common schools of that day. Although they had not then 
reached their present advanced state, he acquired a practical knowledge which fitted him for 
all the duties which have fallen to his lot. At the tender age of sixteen years he entered 
upon the arduons labors of a soldier’s life, enlisting in the Thirteenth Mississippi volunteer 
infantry, and served from 1861 until the battle of Gettysburg; in that engagement he was 
wounded and captured. He was afterward paroled, and returned to his home. After the 
war he resumed his mercantile interests, and has since been connected with that line of busi- 
ness. He has a general store at Newton, and does an extensive business. He is a member 
of the Knights of Pythias, and also of the Knights of Honor, belonging to the lodges at 
Newton. He is an active member of the Presbyterian church, giving a liberal and hearty 
support to all its efforts in the cause of the Master. Mr. Scanlan was united in marriage, 
in 1872, to Miss Bettie Murphy, of Macon, Miss. This union has been blessed by the birth 
of eight children, seven of whom are still living. ; 

Hon. Isaae W. Scarborough is an able attorney of Kosciusko, Miss. He was born near 
Tarboro, Edgecombe county, N. C., April 17, 1816, his father, John R. Scarborough, 
being a native of the same state and county, and his grandfather, a native of Wales. 
The latter immigrated to the states at an early day, and settled in North Carolina, afterward 
serving with distinction in the Revolutionary war, holding the rank of major. He and a 
brother, William $., who settled in New York, are said to be the ancestors of all of that name 
in the United States. John R. was reared to manhood in North Carolina, and was married 
there to Miss Nancy M. Watkins, a native of Nash county, N. C., and in 18382) moved 
with his family to Alabama, where he made his home for several years. In 1838 he 
moved to Mississippi, and settled in Attala county, locating on the Big Black river, where he 
opened a large plantation, and resided until, his death, January 30, 1846. His widow sur 
vived him until October, 1847, when she was called from life. Jsaae W. Searborongh spent 


luis youth in his native state and Alabama, receiving a fair education in Greene county of 
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the latter state. After becoming sufficiently qualified, he began teaching school in Alabama, 
but in February, 1830, came to Mississippi, and for three years was engaged in merchandis- 
ing, near the present town of Durant. In 1844 he removed to Kosciusko, which was then a 
village of about two hundred people, and here sold goods for several years. In November, 
1847, he was elected to the position of probate clerk, in which capacity he served by re-elec- 
tion for over eleven years, and during this time showed an aptitude for the position which 
the citizens of the county were not slow to recognize. In 1562 his numerous friends elected 
him to the position of probate judge, and he served until removed by order of the government, 
in 1868. Prior to this, Mr. Scarborough had been a close student of law, and in 1869 he 
was admitted to the bar, and until a short time since when he retired he practiced his pro- 
fession with great success. Of late years he has been devoting his attention to planting, and 
has now a good plantation near the town, which, when he settled here, was covered with a 
heavy growth of timber. He married in Attala county, in 1848, Miss Lucy J. Harrison, a 
daughter, of John E. Harrison, a pioneer of this state, from Virginia. Mrs. Scarborough 
was born and reared in Orange county, Va., and has borne her husband twelve children: 
Otis W., an attorney of Arkansas; Othello C., a physician of that state; Fenton G., wife of 
J. W. Fletcher, a druggist of Batesville, Ark.; Isaac W., Jr., a dentist of Nashville, Tenn., 
and Lucy Lee, a young lady at home. Six children died in infancy, and Sule Sims died April 
22, 1884, at the age of twenty-one years. Judge Scarborough and his family are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal chureh, in which he is steward and trustee, having held these posi- 
tions since joining the church in 1855. He attends all district conferences as a delegate, and 
is very active in church work. In 1847 he became a member of the A. F. & A. M., and is 
now a Knight Templar, serving as master and high priest. He has been a delegate to all the 
grand lodges of the state since 1549, and has always been a very enthusiastic Mason. He 
has always been an exemplary citizen, and is highly honored by his neighbors and friends as 
one of tho finest aad most useful citizens of the county. 

John W. Scarborough, M. D., is an eminent, skillful and experienced physician and 
surgeon of Kosciusko, Miss., and although he has resided in Attala county, Miss., 
since 1838, be was born in Kdgecombe county of the Old North state in March, 18?1. He 
is a son of John R. and Nancy M. (Watkins) Scarborough, for a sketch of whom see 


_ biography of Hon. Isaac W. Searborough. Dr. John W. Searborough attained manhood 


in Attala county, and with his father followed the calling of a planter. He was given the 
advantages of the schools of Carroll and Attala counties, and was also instructed by private 
tutors. He began the study of medicine with Dr. Bates, and took his first course of lectures 
at New Orleans in 1845-4, after which he practiced in Attala county, and again attended 
lectures during the winter of 1844-5, finishing the course in the spring of the latter year. 
After practicing until 1848 he entered the St. Louis Medical college, from which he gradu- 
ated in the class of 1549, and has since been an active and highly successful medical practi- 
tioner of Kosciusko, aud is the oldest resident physician of the place. He has served in the 
capacity of county physician, and as he has devoted the greater part of his life to healing 
the sick, and has met with the best of success, he has received a portion of his reward in 
this world, for he has the confidence, respect and love of his fellowmen, and the conscious- 
ness that he has driven sorrow and despair from many homes by his skill and talent as a 
physician. He has been married three times, first in Attala county in 1842 to Mrs. Me- 
Carter, who died a few weeks after their marriage. He next married Miss Martha 4. 
Hanson, who died in 1873, and his third union was consummated in Kosciusko, his wife 
being Mrs. (Campbell) Nash, a sister of Judge Nash. The Doctor is a member of the 
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Methodist Episcopal church, but his wife is a Presbyterian. He belongs to the A. F. & 
A. M., in which he has attained to the chapter. 

Emile Schaefer, Yazoo City, Miss., was born in Hanover, Germany, February 24, 1839, 
and is a son of Philip and Hannah (Benham) Schaefer. | Wher he was a child his parents 
emigrated to America, and located in Biloxi, Harrison county, Miss. The father was edn- 
cated in Germany, and received that thorough mental training for which the German nation 
is justly noted. All his life he has been engaged in mercantile pursuits, and has been fairly 
successful. He is still a resident of Biloxi, where he is an honored and respected citizen. 
Kimile was reared in this place, and received his education there and in the city of New 
Orleans. When he was fourteen years of age he accepted a position as office boy in New 
Orleans, aud was soon promoted with an increase of salary. In 18d8 he went into business 
with his father, the partnership continuing until the war. He then enlisted in company A, 
Third Mississippi voluateer infantry, and served through the entire conflict. After peace 
was declared he came to Yazoo City, where he became an active member of coywmercial cir- 
cles. He embarked in the dry goods trade, and by the exercise of excellent judgment he 
rapidly accumulated a comfortable fortune. In 1853 he disposed of these interests, and 
began planting, in which he has met with equal success. In 1886 he invested in the Yazoo 
Oil works, being elected treasurer of the corporation; these duties he has discharged faith- 
fully and efliciently ever since. He owns about fifteen hundred acres of Jand in the Yazoo delta, 
and makes about two hundred and fifty bales of cotton annually. Politically he affiliates 
with the democratic party, of which he is one of the leaders in Yazoo county. He was a mem- 
ber of the city council for several terms, and was chairman of the democratic county com- 
mittee; he served on the board of supervisors for two terms, and in all these positions he has 
proven himself worthy of the confidence reposed in him. He is a Mason of high standing, 
and has been Master of his lodge for years. He belongs to the I. O. O. F., and has filled 
some of its most important oilices, amoug them those of grand high priest aud deputy grand 
-master of the grand lodge of Mississippi, I. O.-O. I*., as well as K. of H. In social, 
political and commercial circles he has been honored with positions of trust. Mr. Schaefer 
was married in 1860 to Caroline Weinschenk, a native of Louisiana, and a daughter of 
Solomon Weinschenk, who was born in Germany. She died in 1873, leaving five children: 
Valerie, Stella, Florence, Elvine and Cuthbert; three are married and live in Vicksburg and 
Hazlehurst, Miss. In 1877 Mr. Schaefer was married again to Julia Marx, who was born in 
Germany. This union resulted in the birth of four children: Marx, Hilda, Adeline and 
Solomon. 4 

Chancellor Charles Seott was born in Knoxville, Tenn., on November 12, 1811. He 
was a descendant of a Virginia family noted for its production of many distinguished 
soldiers and eminent statesmen. He first began the practice of law in Nashville, Tenn., 
where he married and soon afterward removed to Jackson, Miss., and there pursued his 
profession in copartnership with George S. Yerger, who had married his sister. This firm 
was eminently successful, and enjoyed distinguished reputation; and the ability and stanch 
integrity of Charles Scott, togetber with his high sense of honor and amiability of character, 
commended him so highly to the people, that in a few years he was elected to the oftice of 
cbancellor of Mississippi, and long presided over the superior court of chancery with great 
ability, and with the universal commendation of both bar and people. It was he who first 
rendered the decree in the great case of Johuson vs. the state of Mississippi, establishing 
the liability of the state for the payment of the bonds of the Union bank, that case having 
been first instituted in the chancery court; and notwithstanding that the popular sensibilities 
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were adverse to the result, the ability, purity and sincere integrity which characterized his 
decision caused it to be generally received as a satisfactory emanation of conscientious duty. 
It was affirmed by the high court of errors and appeals. In 1859 Chancellor Scott removed 
to Memphis, Tenn., where he conceived a broader and more prolific field was presented to the 
practice of his profession, which he there entered upon with the opening prospects of a 
brilliant career, but so soon as the clouds of the war began to gather along the horizon he 
returned, in 1861, to Jackson, Miss., determined to east his lot with his adopted state in the 
impending struggle. He had been a devoted friend of the Union, but when Mississippi 
seceded he promptly yielded to the demands of duty, and his heart and hand became 
warmly enlisted in her cause. He lived, however, but a short time after his return to 
Jackson, where he died, and was buried by his beloved brethren of the Masonic fraternity. 
Chancellor Scott was a most devoted Mason, and as such had a national reputation. He was 
for many years master of Silas Brown lodge, in Jackson, and afterward was grand master of 
the grand lodge of Mississippi. Chancellor Scott was not only an ardent, thorough student 
of the law, but he was also a ripe classical scholar, and was familiar with the standard poets 
and writers of modern times, particularly surpassing most of his contemporaries in his 
knowledge of that greatest of all modern poets, Shakespeare. His researches had even extended 
farther, and much of his time was devoted to sacred writers, while his knowledge of the Bible 
was thorough and extensive. His studies in this direction had convinced him of all the truths 
of religion, and he was an exemplary Christian. This sentiment pervaded his whole nature, 
and quickened a tender conscientiousness and amiability, which not only rendered him an orna- 
ment to society, but especially fitted him for the high office of chancellor. He was a man of 
noble candor and knightly courtesy, gentle and affable in his manners, devoted to his friends, 
unwearied in the performance of duty, and unswerving in fidelity to his high trust. 
A bright Mason, he cherished the virtue of charity; a cultivated lawyer, he loved the principles 
of justice; an able and upright judge, he promulgated the purest doctrines of equity, aud a 
good man, his heart flowed in sympathy and generosity toward his fellowmen. Many of his 
comrades and friends are still living in Mississippi, and cherish his memory with sincere 
affection. 

K. M. Scott, general manager of the Rosedale Grocery and Commission company, is a 
native of Jackson, Miss., born in 1842, and a son of Hon. Charles Scott (see sketch). He 
was educated in his native state and the University of Nashville, leaving the latter institu- 
tion to enter the Confederate army in the spring of 1861. He enlisted in company K, 
Highteenth Mississippi regiment, and was in the battles of Manassas, Ball’s Bluff and Rich- 
mond. He was subsequently promoted and ordered to the western army as aid-de-camp to 
Gen. David W. Adams’ Lonisiana brigade, army of Tennessee. He was in the battles of 
Perryville, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, and later in northern Alabama, where he participated 
in the New Hope Church battle and the Selma engagement. At the time of the surrender 
he was at Jackson, Miss., and after this he went to Vicksburg, where he clerked in the 
Prentiss hotel for fifteen months. He then went to Jackson, and was in Hotel Edwards for 
three years. In 1874 he embarked in merchandising, continuing at this in Jackson until L887, 
when he came to Rosedale and carried on the same business until January 1, 1891, when he 
became manager for the Rosedale Grocery and Commission company, alarge mercantile cor- 
poration of that town, of which his brother, Charles Scott, is president. The value of the stock 
is $30,000 and the store is one of the largest in the delta, if not inthe county. Mr. Scott has 
been twice married, first, in 1S67, to Miss Josephine Julienne, of Jackson, Miss., and daugh- 


ter of Louis Julienne, an old resident of the latter place. Mrs. Scott died in IS74, leaving 
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three children: Julienne, Charles and Edward M., Jr. Mr. Scott’s second marriage was to 
Miss Eula Buckner, of this state, by whom he became the father of five children: Laura, 
Lizzie, Frank, Ida and Maleomb. Mr. and Mrs. Scott are members of the Catholic church. 
Mr. Scott predicts a prosperous future for Rosedale. He has chosen this city as his per- 
manent home, and in 1890 erected one of the finest residences here. 

George Y. Scott, sheriff of Bolivar county, Miss., is a painstaking, capable and zealous 
official, and is well qualified for the position, not only on account of his sound judgment but 
‘for his self-command and coolness in personal danger. He was born in Jackson, Miss., in 
1845, the second of seven children born to Charles and Elizabeth M. (Bullus) Scott, for a 
sketch of whom see sketch of Hon. Charles Scott. In his native city George Y. was reared, 
but also spent a considerable portion of his youth in Memphis, Tenn., and received bis 
education in the Nashville military college, which institution he left to enter the Confederate 
army at the early age of sixteen years. He served for two years as a private in company Kk, 
Wirt Adams’ cavalry regiment, and was in the bloody battles of Shiloh, Bear Creek and 
Jackson, besides numerous sharp minor engagements and skirmishes. When Colonel Adams 
was made brigadier-general, Mr. Scott was promoted to first heutenant and served through- 
out the remainder of the war as his aid-de-camp, and was afterward with Jobnston and 
Hood until the close of the war, and at the time of General Lee’s surrender he was at Gaines- 
ville, Ala. Mr. Scott immediately returned to Jackson, Miss., but soon after located in 
Vicksburg, as a clerk in the postoftice, where he remained for two years. At the end of this 
time he determined to try a different line of work, and with this end in view moved to Wash 
ington county, Miss., and engaged in planting on Deer creek. In 1870 he began the study of 
law in the office of Nugent & Yerger, at Greenville, and was admitted to the bar at Memphis, 
Tenn., and began the practice of his profession in Bolivar county, where he located in 1871. 
Two years later he formed a partnership with his brother Charles, with whom he remained 
associated until IS8!. Two years later he was elected sheriff and tax collector of Bolivar 
county, and so ably in every way did he discharge the duties of this position that he was 
re-elected to the position in 1880-7 and 1889, which fact speaks volumes as to his popularity. 
He is interested in all measures of reform, and every movement for the improvement of the 
county or for the benetit of mankind finds in him a hearty and willing supporter. In 1873 
Miss Lettie M. Baldwin of this county became his wife, and their union has resulted in the 
birth of a daughter, Annie B. Mrs. Scott is a daughter of George C. Baldwin, of Natchez, 
he, as well as his wife, being an early resident of Mississippi, his wife being a sister of Gov. 
Charles Clarke of this state. Mrs. Scott is an intelligent and amiable lady, is a kind and 
devoted wife and mother, and is an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
Mr. Scott is a member of the A. F. & A. M., the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of 
Honor. In 1872, in connection with his brother Charles, he built the first land oflice and was 
the first lawyer of Rosedale, and the reputation he has gained as an attorney has been 
acquired largely through his own individual efforts, and at the expense of diligent study and 
hard practical experience. He erected him a pleasant and comfortable residence in 1886, an 
excellent two-story brick store in 1888, and in 1890 a two-story frame store build- 
ing. He is one of the stockholders in the Bank of Rosedale and also of the Rosedale 
Grocery and Commission company. Mr. Scott is of a very practical turn of mind, and his 
eareer from an humble beginning in life to the present position which he occupies has 
been one of honor and reflects great credit wpon him. In 1891 Mr. Scott received the demo- 
cratic nomination for state senator from Bolivar county. The nomination being equivalent 
to election, it is reasonable to suppose that he will serve his county for the next four yearsas 
senator. 
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Hon. Charles Scott, lawyer and planter, Rosedale, Miss., is a native of the Bayou state, 
born in Jackson in 1847, and is the son of Hon. Charles Seott, who was chancellor of the 
state for many years (see sketch). Mr. Scott attended school until fourteen years of age and 
then, though under age, entered the Confederate army, in which he served gallantly until the 
close of the war. He was in the Washington cavalry, nnder Capt. W. E. Hunt, and par- 
ticipated in the battles of Franklin, Nashville, Jackson, Miss., and was at Gainesville, 
Ala., with General Johnston’s army at the time of the surrender. He subsequently resided at 

‘Vicksburg, Miss., for one year; after which he came to Washington county of that state, 
located at Deer Creek, and there, in connection with planting, he read law. In 1868 he was 
admitted to the bar and on the 3d of June of the following year he came to Bolivar 
county, with whose interests he has been closely identified since? He first located at Beulah, 
but when the county seat was removed to Rosedale he became a resident of that city. Mr. 
Scott is not only a most eminent lawyer, but is one of the South’s greatest planters and land 
owners. He has fourteen thousand acres in this cotinty, the best in the delta, and has four 
thousand acres under cultivation. He owns vast tracts in different localities, embracing all 
kinds and qualities, both wild and improved, timber and grazing, and is the owner of Rose- 
dale, Triumph, and other plantations, on which he has made many improvements. In 1885 
he opened a store, organized a stock company, Rosedale Grocery and Commission company, 
with a paid-up capital of $30,000, and is president of this. He also held the position of 
president of the levee board of commissioners for two years, and as this board had the dis- 
position of over $250,000 per annum, the position of president was naturally an important 
and responsible one. Mr. Scott is now president of the Mississippi Central Valley 
Railroad company, which is just now opening the road from Rosedale to Grenada, and he is 
chief stockholder in the hotel at the former place. On the organization of the Bank 
of Rosedale at that place, in 1889, he was made president. This bank has a paid up capital 
of $50,000 and a surplus of $10,000. No man has done more to advance the interests of 
this town and county than Mr. Scott, who is essentially a modern man, full of energy, enter- 
prise and push, who by his own individual efforts has gained the proud position he now 
occupies. He ranks among the ablest and most distinguished jurists in the state, practicing 
in all the Federal and state courts, having carried to a successful issue many noted, impor- 
tant and complicated cases, and is very popular with both bench and bar. His practice is 
very extensive and is largely confined to important litigations involving large interests. He 
is the attorney for the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railway company in Bolivar county. 
On the 26th of April, 1890, a convention of citizens from Arkansas, [linois, Kansas, Ken- 
tucky, Louisiana, Mississippi and ‘Tennessee, was convened at Vicksburg, Miss., for the pnr- 
pose of considering the question of the improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi 
river and to endorse the levee system for protection from inundation. This convention 
formed itself into a permanent inter-state Mississippi River Improvement and Levee associa- 
tion, auxiliary to the Western Waterways association, and Mr. Scott, of Rosedale, was 
elected chairman of the association. On the 10th of Mareh, 1870, Mr. Seott was married 
to Miss Malvina Yerger, daughter of Alexander Yerger (deceased), who was of Washington 
county, and by this union has four children: Alexander Y. (student at the University of the 
South), Lizzie, Malvina and Charlie. 

Prominent among the eminent and very successful attorneys of Friar’s Point stands the 
name of D. A. Seott, who was born in Jackson, Miss., in the year 1852, and whose father, 
Chancellor Charles Scott, was an esteemed and respected citizen of Jackson, Miss. (see 
sketch). D. A. Scott was liberally educated at Bay St. Louis and at other places in Mis- 
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sissippi, studied law in the office of his brother, Charles, at Rosedale, and was admitted to 
the bar at that place in 1872. Later he came to Friar’s Point, and has been engaged in 
the active practice of his profession since. He is the attorney for the Louisville, New Or. 
leans & Texas railroad, and the Western Union Telegraph company for Coahoma county. 
In 1890 Mr. Scott was the main organizer of the Bank of Vriar’s Point, and is president of 
the same at the present time. This bank has a paid-up capital of $50,000 and a fair surplus. 
He is also one of the organizers of the Friar’s Point Oilmill, and holds the position of vice 
president of thesame. He assisted in organizing the Friar’s Point Box and Woodwork factory, 
of which he is treasurer, and he is president of the Friar’s Point Land, Loan and Improve- 
ment company, an organization for town development and improvement, which is doing good 
work for Friar’s Point. Mr. Scott takes an active and Jeading part in politics, is an active 
worker for the democratic party, but is not an officeseeker. His marriage occurred in 1874 
to Miss Maria Lou Yerger, a native of Washington county, Miss., and the daughter of 
Col. Alexander Yerger, a prominent legal practitioner: The result of this union was the 
birth of five children: Nettie M., Charline, Elizabeth B., Daniel A., Jr., and Anna Louise. 
The family are members of the Episcopal church. At the present time Mr. Scott is 
engaged in erecting a large residence at a cost of about $8,000, and when finished it will be 
one of the finest in the county. He is also the owner of about five thousand acres of wild land. 
Mr. Scott’s practice is very large, one of the largest in the state, and although he started with 
limited means he wields a remarkable influence, and to-day a review of his career demon- 
strates him to be an individual much above the ordinary. He is a leading spirit in all enter- 
prises that have for their object the good of the county. In fact, he is among the fore- 
most in every commendable enterprise. In personal appearance Mr. Scott bears a strong 
resemblance to a brother in Bolivar county, being rather slender and with dark hair and 
eyes, and his pleasing social qualities and courteous manners make him a pleasant com- 
panion and friend. He is a member of the Masonic and Knights of Pythias societies. 
Frank M. Scott, planter, Rosedale, Miss., son of Chancellor Charles Scott and Eliza- 
beth (Bullus) Scott (see sketch), was originally from Tennessee, his birth occurring in 
Memphis in 1809. He was educated in the University of Virginia and from 1878 until 1881 
he was engaged as clerk in the office of his brother, Charles Scott, of Rosedale. During the 
fall of the last named year he entered the law department of the Oxford university, at Oxford, 
Miss., graduated from that institution in the summer of 1ISS82, and at once entered 
upon the practice of his profession at Rosedale in partnership with Walter Sillers. In 1886 
he was united in marriage to Miss Pearl Kirk, daughter of John C. Kirk, who located in 
Madison county, Miss., at an early date and who moved to Bolivar county in 1541. 
He located opposite the mouth of White river, on a large tract of land, made many improve- 
ments, and soon cleared two thousand acres. In character he was generous and whole- 
souled and straightforward to a marked degree. He died in 1887, when seventy-five years 
of age, leaving a widow and four children—two sons and two daughters: John M. (planter 
near Gunnison, Miss.), Pearl IX., Albert L. and Anita (attending school at Columbia, ‘Tenn. ). 
Mrs. Kirk recently completed one of the handsomest residences in Rosedale. — Mr. 
Scott owns two plantations, embracing eight hundred and fifty acres, with four hundred and 
sixty acres cleared, and this, with Mrs. Kirk’s plantation, which he rents, he is engaged in 
cultivating — about one thousand aeres in all. He and Mrs. Scott are members of the Episco- 
pal church. Mr. Scott was left an orphan at an early age, and during his youth was cared 
for and later educated by his brother Charles. Since then he has most suecessfully carved 


his way in life and although he might easily bave risen in the legal profession, he preferred 
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to follow the ever-promising pursuit of planting. which occupation now occupies his attention 
wholly. A family likeness runs through the Scott family, and our subject not only resembles 
his brothers but also the fine picture of Chancellor Scott, seen in the oftice of 
Charles Scott. Mr. Seott is about the average hight, well-knit frame, dark hair and 
brown eyes, an intellectual forehead, and is distinguished looking. His personal 
appearance is greatly enhanced by a generous hospitality, courteous and amiable disposition. 

N. B. Scott, lawyer, Rosedale, Miss., the third of five children born to William Parker 
and Fanny May (Bibb) Scott, owes his nativity to Yazoo county, Miss., his birth occurring 
on the 14th day of July, 1861. He is a nephew of Chancellor Charles Scott (see sketch), 
and his paternal grandparents were Edward and Sallie (Corde) Scott. On his mother’s side 
Mr. Scott is a descendant of Stephen and Jennie (HKaton) Haynes, who prior to the Revolu- 
tionary war settled in Halifax county, N. C. They were wealthy and influential people. 
One of their daughters, Jennie Katon Haynes, married Clement Wood about the close of 
the Revolution, and their daughter, Fanny Mayes Woed, married David Mason Dancy. One 
of the latter’s daughters, Martha Haynes Dancy, graduated at Warrenton Female academy, 
North Carolina, and won the gold medal for scholarship in November, 1821. She moved 
with her parents to Mooresville, Limestone county, Ala., in 1821, where she married Dr. 
Joseph Wyatt Bibb, a native of Virginia and a very successful physician. Dr. Joseph 
Wyatt Bibb was a brother of William Wyatt Bibb, who was born in Virginia and removed 
to Georgia, where he was successively a member of the two branches of the legislature of 
Georgia and was a member of congress from 1807 till 1813, when he was chosen to the 
United States senate and retained his seat there till 1816. He removed to Alabama, then a 
territory, and was governor from 1817 to 1819, when it was admitted as a state and he was 
elected as its first executive. He died in July, 1820, and Thomas Bibb (another brother of 
Dr. Joseph Wyatt Bibb), who was then president of the Alabama senate, by virtue of his 
office became governor. He continued in office until 1821. Dr. Joseph Wyatt Bibb and wife 
were the grandparents of N. B. Scott. Their only danghter (Fanny May Bibb, mother of 
N. B. Scott), was born on the 6th day of October, 1827, at Mooresville, Limestone county, 
Ala. She married Rey. William Parker Scott, a native of Tennessee, and brother of Chan- 
‘ecellor Charles Scott. Rev. William Parker Seott was an Episcopalian priest, and was 
ordained August 14, 1853. He lived in Yazoo county, Miss., at the time of his death, on 
November 9, 1865. He was educated at Knoxville, Tenn., and was rector of the chureh 
in Yazoo City, Miss., at the time of his death. His wife died April 14, 1868. N. B. 
Scott, the subject of this sketch, was educated in Alabama, studied law in the office of his 
cousin, Charles Scott, in Rosedale, Miss., and was admitted to the bar April 3, 1SS6. He 
married Miss Mlizabeth Thomas, a native of Bolivar county, Miss., and daughter of Oscar 
D. Thomas and Mary (Yerger) Thomas. Mrs. Scott is a worthy member of the Mpiscopal 
church. Mr. Seott is practicing law in Rosedale, Miss. 

Fourteen years devoted to the service of humanity sums up in a line the eareer, thus 
far, of Dr. S. A. Sernggs, who is one of the most successful and best known physicians of 
this section. The people of Lauderdale, as well as the surrounding counties, are familiar 
with his name, for twelve years of his professional career have been spent among them. He 
was born in Livingston, Sumter county, Ala., the sixth of nine children born to Josiah L. and 
Temperance (Arrington) Seruggs, the former of whom was born in Buckingham county, Va., 
and the latter in North Carolina. They both grew to maturity and attained their majority 
before coming to Alabama, where they married and spent the remainder of their lives. 
Josiah L. Scruggs was for many years in the drug business at Livingston, Ala. He died in 
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March, 1891, his wife having passed from life in 1875, both being worthy members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. Dr. S. A. Scruggs was reared in Sumter county, Ala., 
and received a practical and thorough education in the common schools. He attended lect- 
ures at New Orleans during the winters of 1875, 1876 and 1877, and graduated in March of 
the latter year. He entered upon his practice in Natchitoches parish, La., but a few months 
later returned to his old home in Sumter county, Ala., where he remained until 1579, since 
which time he has been a resident of Lauderdale, Miss. Here his name has become a house- 
hold world, for he has entered nearly every home in the town in his professional capacity, 
and where he has once been called, has been called again in case of need. Although his 
practice has always been a lucrative one, he conducts, in connection with it, a well-appointed 
drug store, which, under his able management, is proving a profitable source of revenue. He 
owns residence and business property in the town, and promises in time to win a handsome 
competency from his profession. Socially he belongs to the A. F. & A. M. and the K. of H., 
and while he is not a member of any church his wife is an esteemed member of the Episcopal 
ehurch. He was married in Livingston, Ala., in 1S82 to Miss Swassie Smith, a daughter of 
John T. Smith, and their union has resulted in the birth of three children: Ella Smith, 
Erma and Samuel A. 

Wallace B. Seurr, Torrance, Miss., is one of the leading planters and stockgrowers of 
Yalobusha county. He was born in this county in 1840, and is a son of John L. and Lydia 
(Bray) Seurr. The parents were born in North Carolina, the father in 1806, and the mother 
in 1808; they were reared and married in their native state, and in 1837 they came to Missis- 
sippi, settling in the same place where our subject now resides. The father died there in 1867; 
he was an earnest worker in the Methodist Episcopal church, of which he was a steward for a 
number of years. In his political opinions he sided with the Whig party, and clung to the 
Union until his own state seceded, when he went out with it. The mother died in 1877; she 
was a member of the same church, where she did active and zealous service in the cause of 
her Master. She-had born to her six children—four sons and two daughters—all of whom but 
one lived to maturity: Elizabeth died at the age of twelve years; Susan married Cornelius 
Moore, but is now deceased; Benjamin died in 1861 (he was a member of the Fifteenth Mis- 
sissippi volunteer infantry, company G): Thomas died of wounds received in the war, July 
27, 1864 (he was also a member of the Fifteenth Mississippi regiment); John W. is a resi- 
dent of Sunflower county (he was a member of the Fifteenth Mississippi, and was wounded 
while in the service); Wallace B. is the fifth child; he was reared on the place where he now 
resides, and sleeps in the same room in which he was born. He passed his youth in the ordi- 
nary fashion of planters’ sons, attending the common schools of the neighborhood; he also 
attended Bascom’s college, a Methodist institution at Trenton, Tenn. In 1866 hestarted out 
in life upon his own responsibility, locating at Hillside Place on Holmes creek. He devoted his 
time to the cultivation of his farm until 18738, when he returned to the home place. He was 
married in 1863, to Miss Lydia M. Cook, who was born in Hinds county, Miss., im 1S42, a 
daughter of McKinney L. Cook. Her father was a native of North Carolina, and removed to 
Mississippi in 1536 or 18387. Her mother’s maiden name was Jeanette Scott Winters, and 
she was born in South Carolina; to her nine children were born: Mrs. W. D. Smith, Mrs. 
Z%. Wordlaw, Mrs. W. T. Ratliff and William A.; those deceased are, David T., J. W., 
McKinney L., Alice. Mrs. Seurr was born in Hinds county, and to her were born nine 
children: Wallace B.,Jr., John L., Edmond D., Winter S., Thomas, MeWillie, and Esme; 
Jennie M. and Benjamin died in their childhood. Mr. Seurr entered the Fifteenth Missis- 


sippi volunteer infantry, company G, in 1861, and served until the surrender, excepting the 
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time be was disabled. He was taken prisoner February 21, 1862, and was held seven weeks. 
He was in the hospital during this time, and was again captured in Mississippi; but was soon 
released, however, on account of his wounds. He was at the bombardment of Vicksburg, and 
during the latter part of the war served in the commissary department, his headquarters 
being at Grenada. While not taking an active part in polities, he does not fail of his duty 
to exercise the right of suffrage, voting with the democratic party. He is a member of the 
board of supervisors from district No. +, and takes an active interest in the public schools, 
and is a liberal supporter of all movements having for their object the upbuilding of the 
community. He is the owner of one thousand and forty acres of land, as fine as can be found 
within the borders of the county, and is a man of deep integrity of character, and has the pro- 
found respect of all who know him. 

‘Col. Roderick Seal, Mississippi City, Miss., is one of the oldest residents along the gulf. 
He was born in Richmond county, N. C., December 3], 1S17, and is a son of Jacob and 
Catherine (Nicholson) Seal, also natives of North Carolina. The father was a planter, and 
removed to Mississippi at anearly day. He first settled in Greene county, and came thence to 
Hancock county, where he passed the remainder of his days. He was ninety years old at 
the time of his death, and was in full possession of all his mental faculties; he could see to 
read without the use of glasses, and was quite active. He was a colonel of the state militia 
for many years, and served in the War of 1812. He reared a family of three sons and five 
daughters, five of whomsurvive: Roderick, Mrs. Boardman, Christian, Mrs. Patsey Boardman 
and Capt. D. B. Colonel Seal left home when he was eighteen years of age, and went to 
Bay St. Louis. In 1838 he was appointed deputy clerk of Hancock county, and during the 
time that be held this position he devoted all his leisure time to the study of law. In Novem- 
ber, 1839, he was elected county clerk of Hancock county, and held that office continously 
eight years. In the meantime he engaged in the practice of law. The profession was not 
crowded at that day, and there was a wide field for his labors. He was elecied to tue legis- 
lature in 185U, and served one term. He had settled in Biloxi, Miss., and remained there 
until 18d7. In that year he went to Pass Christian, Miss. In 1861 he was again elected a 
member of the legislature, and held the office until after the war was ended. In 1866 he was 
elected a member of the state senate, and was made president of the body. He was 
re-elected senator and discharged his duties to the entire satisfaction of his constituency. 
When the war ended, Colonel Seal found himself without a dollar, as all his means 
had been invested in slaves. He went to Mississippi City, and there resumed his 
leyal practice. In 1588 he was again elected to the senate of the state, but resigned on 
account of il] health. He has held many offices in the gift of the people, and has always 
shown a fidelity and courage in caring for the interests of the people of his county that have 
won for him the highest regard of all classes of citizens. He is considered at the head of 
his profession, and there are few men on the coast better posted in all matters pertaining to 
the law. He owns a large amount of real estate along the coast, and large flocks of sheep 
and herds of cattle that are kept on Chandelier island. This is an island in the gulf, twen 
ty-eight miles from Mississippi City, about forty miles long and two and a half miles wide; 
it has no timber, except myrtle wood, and is considered a very fine range. ‘The Colouel is 
now somewhat advanced in years, but has an excellent memory, is quick in decision, and keen 
in judgment. He has been three times married. His first wife bore bim four children, 
two of whom are living: Vlorian C., sheriff of Harrison county and Marshall. 

Capt. D. B. Seal, attorney at law, Bay St. Louis, Miss., was born in Hancock county, 
Miss., February 24, 1836, aud is a son of Jacob Seal. ‘The father was born in Marion 
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district, S. C., February 5, 1793, and was reared in his native state. He married Catherine 
Nicholson, who was of Scotch ancestry. She could speak the Gaelic language with great 
fluency. The paternal grandfather, Charles Seal, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. 
He died in South Carolina. Jacob Seal served in the War of 1812, and was a colonel.of the 
Mississippi state militia. He emigrated to Mississippi in 1823, and located in Hancock 
county, where he followed planting for a number of years. He died in Hancock county in 
1883, at the age of eighty-nine years. He was one of the earliest settlers of the county, and 
while he was identified with the pioneer history of the county, he never sought public office. 
He had four sons and six daughters, four of whom are living: Roderick, a resident of Mis- 
sissippi City; Mrs. Christian Seal and Mrs. Martha Boardman, and Capt. D. B., the subject 
of this notice. He is the youngest living member of the family. He was brought up on a 
plantation, and had just begun to think of starting out in life to make a place for himself 
when the war broke out, and the battlefield became the scene of action, instead of the busy 
marts of the city or the halls of justice. He enlisted in the Confederate cause and raised a 
company known as Hancock rebels. He went out as captain, and during the siege of Vicks- 
burg he commanded the Thirty-eighth Mississippi regiment. Soon afterward he resigned, 
returning to his home. In 1865 he removed to Bay St. Louis. In 1861 he was elected a 
member of the legislature, and was re-elected in 1863; he served the full terms, getting a 
furlough for this purpose. In 1861 he was admitted to the bar, having studied law under 
Col. J. B. Deason, of Gainesville, Miss. After coming to the bay he began his professional 
work in earnest, and has since devoted himself to it most assiduously. He is the oldest 
lawyer in the bay, and has won a warm place in the hearts of the people, whom he has aided 
in many ways. In 1887 he was again elected to the legislature, and was re-elected in 1889. 
In 1867 he was elected a member of the constitutional convention, but this body never 
assembled. He was elected district attorney in 1872, and again in 1875. He was also city 
attorney for some time. He has held every office for which he has asked, and can truthfully 
say that he has received more votes than any opponent he has ever had. This is, indeed, a 
unique record in the political world. He has ever done credit to his constituency, and has 
acquitted himself, in the various positions he has held, with distinction. Captain Seal was 
united in marriage in 1867 to Miss Ivan Newman, of New Orleans, a native of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Mrs. Seal is a devoted member of the Roman Catholic church. 

Elbert B. Seale is a member of the prosperous mercantile firm of Seale & Byrd, of 
Roxie, Miss., the members of which, by their excellent management, business ability and 
efficiency, have built up an extensive patronage, and have done not a little to advance the 
reputation the county enjoys as acommercial ceuter. Mr. Seale was born in Greene county, 
Ala., in 1827 (March 11), being the fourth of nine children born to Wright and Naney 
(Cane) Seale, who were born in Georgia October 4, 1796, and February 13, 1804, respect- 
ively. They both came with their parents to what is now Amite county, Miss., in 1807, and 
were here married in 1521, removing three years later to Greene county, Ala., where they 
resided until 1532. At this date they returned to Amite county, and here Mrs. Seale ee 
called from life in 1542. A year later Mr. Seale was married to Catherine Whittington, and 
in 1844 took up his abode in Franklin county, settling two miles south of the present town 
of Roxie, where he was called from earth in December, 1865. He had been a member of 
the Baptist church since 1526, and was a successful and practical farmer and aman of sound 
views, notwithstanding the fact that he received a limited education in early life. Thomas 
Seale, his father, was born in Georgia on the 7th of July, 1759, and was married tive 


times. He was a private soldier during the Revolutionary war, was a planter by oceupa- 
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tion, and died in Greene county, Ala., November 12, 1825. He was the father of fourteen chil- 

lren. The maternal grandfather, Jobn Cane, was a Georgian, born June 24, 1751. In 1807 
he brought his family to Amite county and improved a good place on Amite river. He died 
there about 1847. Elbert B. Seale is one of six surviving members of his father’s family. 
Elijah W. is a planter of Morehouse parish, La., and was a soldier in the Confederate army 
during the war; Paseal H. was also in the Confederate army, and is a planter of Franklin 
county; Sarah J. is the wife of Charles F. Gates; Amanda is the wife of John Chambers, 
and William T., who was a private in the Confederate army and afterward served as a mem- 
ber of the board of supervisors of Franklin county, are the other members. Elbert B. was 
sent to the district schools near his home when his services were not needed on the home 
farm, and at the ave of eighteen years he began farming for himself. In 1845 he was mar- 
ried to Miss Lizetta, daughter of Aaron and Lucretia Van Normand, natives of Canada, 
their marriage taking place on Long Island. They were early settlers of Amite county, the 
father dying here in 1862 and the mother in 1851, the former being a blacksmith by trade. 
Mrs. Seale was born in Liberty, Amite county, June 24, 1830, and = died, having 
borne four children, of whom are living: Thomas G., and Nancy E., wife of Millard F. 
Byrd. His second union took place on the 23d of November, 1881, Mrs. Elizabeth Butfkin, 
a daughter of James Carlisle, becoming his wife. Mr. Carlisle died in Lawrence county, 
this state, in J844, having come thither from Georgia. He was a soldier in the War of 
1812, was with Jackson at New Orleans, was an earnest member of the Baptist church, and 
was an honest and upright citizen. His wife, formerly Miss Mary Bishop, was born in the 
state of Georgia, dying in Lawrence county in 1840, also a member of the Baptist church. 
Mrs. Seale was born in that county in 1830, and in 1850 was married there to Solomon 
Buffkin, who was born in Copiah county and died in Franklin county in December, 1877, 
she having borne him two daughters. When first married Mr. Seale resided for eight years 
in Liberty and kept a hotel. He then came to franklin county and engaged in farming and 
merchandising six miles east of Roxie, where he continued until 1877, at which time he 
moved to the town, where he has since conducted a general mercantile establishment. In 
connection with this he owns and conducts five hundred and seventy-five acres of land, which 
is in three tracts, which is excellent and valuable property. He is the present mayor of the 
town, was formerly a men.ber of the A. F. & A. M., and for thirty years has been a mem- 
ber of the Baptist church, his wife having been a member of the same for about forty 
years. Mr. Seale is quiet and unassuming in manner, but takes a deep interest in matters 
pertaining to the general welfare of the county. He has never aspired to office, his greatest 
aim being the advancement of the cause of Christianity. 

S. Seaman, Handsboro, who has lived the greater portion of his life in Harrison 
county, Miss., was born in Jackson county, Miss., in 1831, and is a son of William C. and 
Catherine (Shetteld) Seaman. The father was a native of Staten Island, N. Y., and 
emigrated to Mississippi at an early day, locating in Jackson county. He subsequently 
removed to Harrison county, and was elected clerk of the circuit and chancery courts. He 
died near Biloxi, Miss. The mother of our subject was a native of South Carolina. ‘They 
reared a large family of children, 5S. Seaman being the seventh born. He passed his 
youth in Harrison county, and was educated in the common schools. During the war he 
was detailed to work in the railroad shops. He had just opened business in partnership with 
J. T. Liddle, but this was necessarily suspended until the close of the war. He then 
resum -d his plans, and carried them out successfully. When he had accumulated a comfort 
able furtune he retired from active business, and is now evjoying the fruits of his early years 
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of industry and self-denial. He was married in 1860 to Miss Susan A. Baxter, a native of 
South Carolina. Four children were boru to them: Emma A., W. S. Lily, May and Perey 
P. Mr. Seaman is a member of the Masonic fraternity. He is a man of excellent judg- 
ment, and superior business qualifications. He has been a loyal citizen, and has been an 
urdent supporter of home industries. Mrs. Seaman is a worthy member of the Baptist 
church. 

Talbot H. Selby, one the most enterprising citizens of Newton county, Miss., was born 
in what is now Choctaw county, Ala., where he lived until he had reached man’s estate. 
He then came to Lauderdale county, Miss., where he resided until 1860, a period of about 
one year; he then located in Newton county, where he has continuously resided excepting the 
time spent in the service of bis country. He enlisted in company B, Second Mississippi 
cavalry, in May, 1862, and did valiant service; he was detailed to assist at regimental head- 
quarters, and acted in this capacity until the close of the conflict. His associate in this 
work was Frank C. Armstrong. When the war was ended he came home, and secured a 
situation as bookkeeper with Watts & Nimocks, in whose employ he remained until the 
spring of 1869. He made a trip to New Orleans at this time, but did not stay any length of 
time; he came back to Newton and was employed by Richardson & Co.,as bookkeeper; he 
is an expert accountant, and possesses the entire confidence of his employers. Mr. Selby 
was united in marriage in 1862 to Miss Kate, a daughter of Thomas H. Massey, of 
Fayetteville, N. C., anda most estimable woman. She has had born to her seven children, 
only four of whom survive: Robert is a minister in the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
is a member of the Mississippi conference (he is now located at Flora, Miss.), Eunice, Kate 
and Henry. Seth I. Selby, the father of our subject, was a native of North Carolina, where 
he lived until he was twenty years of age; he then removed to Alabama and was there married. 
About the 1556 he came to Mississippi, and in 1872 located in Newton. He died in 
October, 1887, but his widow stiil survives. He was a most exemplary man, a worthy moem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church with which he united in early life, and a thoroughly 
respected citizen. Talbot H. Selby is connected with the Masonic order. the Knights of 
Pythias, and the Knights of Honor, belonging to the lodges at Newton. He is an untiring 
worker in the Methodist Episcopal Church South, of which he is a member. 

A number of years passed in sincere and earnest endeavor to thoroughly discharge every 
duty incumbent upon the different official positions he has filled, and his suecess in the legal 
profession have served to place Hon. B. A. P. Selman, attorney, Booneville, Miss., among 
the leading and most influential men of the county. He was born in Itawamba county. Miss., 
in 1849, and of the eight children born to his parents, Dr. Thomas and Mrs. (Allen) Selman, 
he was the eldest in order of birth. His paternal grandparents, Benjamin and Sallie Selman, 
were natives of Tennessee and Virginia respectively. They moved from Tennessee to Texas 
in 1841, were among the pioneer settlers, and he was very prominent in politics, being a 
member of the legislature for some time. The maternal grandparents, Matthew and Rebecca 
(Drummond) Allen, were prominent citizens of Benton (now Calhoun) county, Ala., and he 
was an active politician, representing that county in the legislature forsome time. Both died 
in Alabama, the grandmother in 1857, and the grandfather in 1866. Dr. Thomas Selman 
was a native of Frauklin county, Tenn., born in 1$19, and was reared to the arduous duties 
of the farm. He studied medicine and in 1842 moved to Itawamba county, Miss., where he 
practiced his profession seven years. In 1847 he was married in Jacksonville, Ala. to Miss 
Allen, a native of the Palmetto state, although reared in Alabama, and after his marriage the 
Doctor moved to Fulton, Itawamba county, Miss., where he resided for sometime. Fromthere 
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he moved to Pontotoc county of that state, practiced medicine there for thirty years, and 
then settled in Baylor county, Tex., where he resides at tne present time. To his marriage 
were born the following children: B. A. P., A. K. (who died at the age of twenty-one years), 
Mattie A. (married H. S. Hunter and died at the age of thirty-five years, leaving a family): 
Mary E. (now Mrs. W.H. Elkins, resides in Texas); Cora (married Louis Deprew and 
died in 18389); Louella (died at the age of ten years); Alma (married Mr. Jones and 
her death occurred in 1888); and Ada (married S. Suttlemeyer and is now a resident of 
Baylor county, Tex.) The mother of these children died at her residence, five miles west of 
Guntown, Miss., in 1866. The father followed his profession all his life and in connection 
also carried on farming. He was one of the first treasurers of Itawamba county, and is hon- 
ored and respected wherever known. He is a Master Mason and a member of the Missionary 
Baptist church, in which his wife also held membership. He is public-spirited and is active 
in all laudable enterprises. Hon. B. A. P. Selman divided his time in early. life in assisting 
on his father’s farm and in attending the common schools, where he received a good prac- 
tical education. He then studied law with General Finley, of Tupelo, and in 1870, at the age 
of twenty-one years, be commenced practicing at Guntown. He came to Booneville in 1872 
and has been a resident of that town ever since. He was married in 1879 to Mrs. Fannie E. 
Chamber, a native of Ripley, born in 1850, and the daughter of J. B. and Mary L. (Hind- 
man) Ellis, both natives of Tennessee, tbe father born in 1819 and the mother in Knoxville, 
in 1823. She was a sister of General Thomas Hindman, who was killed at Helena, Ark., in 
1867. Her father was Col. Thomas Hindman. Her parents moved to’ Ripley, Miss., about 
1840 and the father practiced medicine up to the time of his death, at Booneville, in 1878. 
He was married about 1847. To our subject and wife were born two living children: Lucile 
(who died at theage of two years); Louis and Mabel. Mr. Selman is a Knight Templar in the 
Masonic fraternity and he is a member of the Knights of Honor organization. He is a prom- 
inent politician, represented Prentiss county in the legislature in 1882, 1SS54, 1586, was chair- 
man of the committee in 1882, and was a member of the judiciary committee in 1884 and 
1886. He takes part in and gives his hearty support to all enterprises worthy of notice. 
He has been engaged in gardening for the last four years and has been quite successful in a 
business way. He was mayor of Guntown for many years. 

Joho H. Semmes is one of the foremost planters of Lauderdale county, where he owns 
a good and fertile plantation of four hundred acres, of which three hundred acres are under 
cultivation, which he devotes to the raising of vegetables and garden supplies for the city of 
Meridian. Corn and cotton are also raised to a considerable extent, aud besides being 
exceptionally thorough aud practical, he is also very energetic and enterprising. He was 
born in the county in which he now lives in January, 1850, the fourth of ten children born 
to Maj. Francis C., and Mary 1. (Hubert) Semmes, the father a native of Maryland and the 
mother of Georgia. Francis C. Semmes was taken by his parents from his native state to 
Georgia, at which time he was but a lad, and there he grew to manhood, was educated and 
married. After spending some time in that state after the celebration of his nuptials he, in 
1845, came to Lauderdale county, Miss., where he purchased land and engaged in planting, 
making this his chief occupation for the remainder of his days. He was a member of the 
Mississippi legislature at the time the ordinance of secession was passed, and voted for that 
measure. When the war opened he entered the Confederate service, and as he was in 
ill health and not able to perform active duty, he was placed in the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment and during his service was stationed at Meridian, Miss. After the war he resumed his 
planting operations on the land now owned by the subject of this sketch, where he owned 
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one thousand acres of land, having prior to the war been the owner of about sixty slaves. 
He was of a very hospitable and kindly disposition, and during the war his doors were thrown 
open to the sick and wounded soldiers, there often being as many as fifteen or twenty in his 
home. He was beloved and highly respected by all and at the time of his death, in November, 
1867, he was a consistent member of the Catholic church. His widow, who died in November 
of the following year at her home near Meridian, Miss., was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. When eighteen years of age John H. Semmes began to make his own 
way in life as a planter, and at the time of his marriage, in 1873, was in good circumstances. 
Miss Mary Scanlan became his wife, she being the daughter of Edwin Scanlan, of Newton 
‘county, Miss. To them three sons and six daughters have been born: Sarah, Jane, Katie, 
Joseph, John, Mary, Ella, William (deceased) and Celia. Mrs. Semmes has been an 
invalid since 1887, being partially paralyzed. Both Mr. and Mrs. Semmes are members of 
the Catholic church. Mr. Semmes has never aspired to any political position in his life, 
but has attended strictly to his business and now has a fair share of this world’s goods. He 
is liberal in the use of his means. 

Charles K. Sessions, the eldest of nine children born to Richard R. and Mary (Gibson) 
Sessions, owes his nativity to Chicot county, Ark., where his birth occurred on the 25th 
of March, 1854. He passed his youthful days in that state, and secured a thorough educa- 
tion in the Military university at Nashville, Tenn. When it became necessary for him to 
select some calling in life he very naturally, perhaps, chose the one to which he had been 
reared, and which he has continued to follow up to the present time. Hestarted out to fight 
life’s battle for himself when twenty years of age, and as his means were limited all he has 
made is the result of his own industry and good management. He is the owner of twothousand 
acres of land, thirteen hundred acres under cultivation, and he also owns stock in several 
enterprises in Friar’s Point. Mr. Sessions chose Miss Mamie Hutchins as his companion in 
life, and their nuptials were celebrated on the 12th of April, 1878. She was born in Adams 
county, Miss., and is the daughter of John O. and Aubin Hutchins, natives of Mississippi 
and Virginia respectively. The result of this union bas been the birth of four interesting chil- 
dren, all living: Richard M., Charles E., Aubin A. and Sidney D. In his political pref- 
erence Mr. Sessions is a democrat of the first water. He is a member of the Knights of 
Honor and the Knights of Pythias. Although a young man Mr. Sessions is regarded as 
one of the representative citizens of the county, and is a thoroughgoing, enterprising young 
man. As far as his means will allow be has contributed to all worthy enterprises, and 
especially those pertaining to the good of the country. He is most social and pleasant in 
his intercourse with all, and has a host of warm friends. He is of medium bight. rather 
slender, and bas a fair complexion. His pareuts were natives of Mississippi and Missouri, 
respectively, and were representatives of old and honored families. The father was an 
extensive planter and followed that industry until 1874, since which time he has retired 
from the active duties of life. He now lives alternately in Mississippi and Ilinois. He has 
three sons residing in Friar’s Point, all promising young men, one being postmaster at that 
place and the others prominent citizens. The maternal grandparents of Charles I. Sessions 
were John W. and Martha L. Gibson, natives of Scotland and Louisiana, respectively. The 
paternal parents were Richard Sessions and Naney Cordell, of Sampson county, N. C. 

Maj. J. I’. Sessions, the gentleman whose name heads this sketch, is chairman of the 
Mississippi railroad commission and ex-officio chairman of the board of control of the 
Mississippi penitentiary. He was elected by the legislature in March, 1886, re-elected in 
1888 and again in 1890. The late constitutional convention of Mississippi having changed 
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the term from two to four years and made the office elective by the people, Major Sessions 
was again nominated by the democratic state convention on the 15th of July, 1891, for the 
term ending December 31, 1895, and will no doubt be again elected by the people in Novem- 
ber, 1891. Major Sessions is a native of Franklin county, Miss., where he was born in 1888. 
His father was Jesse Sessions, who came from North Carolina to Mississippi about the 
beginning of the present century and was a successful] planter. He died on his plantation 
near the present village of, Knoxville, Franklin county, Miss., on the Louisville, New 
Orleans & Texas railroad, in 1842. He was preceded by his elder brother, Joseph Sessions, 
in the removal from North Carolina to Mississippi. This brother (together with several 
others who followed later) located in Adams county and was a successful planter, engaging 
somewhatin public affairs. He was a member of the constitutional convention which con- 
vened in the town of Washington, near Natchez, in 1817, and which formed the constitution 
under which the Mississippi territory was admitted into the Union as a state the same year. 
The grandfather of the subject of this sketch was Richard Sessions, who lived and died in 
Sampson county, N. C. His grandmother was Esther Boone, who was a daughter of Joseph 
Boone and a niece of Daniel Boone, who became famous as a frontiersman in Kentucky. His 
mother was Edney Kell, a native of Franklin county, where she died in 1547. Major Ses- 
sions was married in 1861 to Miss Eliza S. Dunckley, of Wilkinson county. They have two 
children—a son and daughter. The former is a medical student at Tulane university in New 
Orleans, and the daughter, Ada, is the wife of J. J. Proby, Esq., an attorney of Natchez, 
Miss. Major Sessions was a captain in the Seventh Mississippi regiment during the Civil 
war, until after the Kentucky campaign of General Bragg, when, on account of failing health, 
he resigned. After recovery he organized a cavalry company, which formed a part of the 
regiment commanded by Colonel Powers. In an engagement near Clinton, Miss., Captain 
Sessions, in July, 1864, lost an arm, after which he was promoted to be major of the regi- 
ment and served with it until the surrender, except during a few months while he was in 
command of the post at Woodville. After the surrender he began the practice of the law in 
Meadville, having graduated in 1860 at the law school of the University of Mississippi; he 
also graduated from Centenary college, Louisiana, in 15509. He was elected to the legislature 
from Franklin county in 1869 and re-elected in 1871, serving these two terms as one of a 
corporal’s guard of democrats who withstood successfully many iniquitous schemes of the 
negroes and their carpetbag allies, during the dark days of reconstruction in Mississippi. 
He afterward served a fragmentary term in the state senate, representing the district com- 
posed of the counties of Lincoln, Lawrence and Pike, he having removed in 1873 
to Lincoln county, locating at Brookhaven, and continuing in the practice of law until his 
election as railroad commissioner in 18S6. 

Among the steady and substantial old citizens of Jackson, Miss., Mr. E. von Seutter 
deserves a place in the front ranks. Though he himself remarked, “I am neither a politi- 
cian nor a financier,’’ yet we find him one of those happy and superior combinations of edu- 
cation, information, talent, cesthetic tastes, integrity, and push which stamp him as a citizen 
of unusual worth, notwithstanding his modesty and retiring habits. The youngest son of an 
aristocratic family in Germany, Mr. von Seutter, when twenty-one years of age, landed in 
New Orleans in 1548, to visit and see the far West. Soon disenchanted and homesick he 
accepted an urgent invitation from an old schoolfriend, Mr. Max Kuner, of the subsequent 
firm of Downing, Moody & Kuner, of Vicksburg, Miss., to join him in the jewelry business. 
Mr. von Sentter, with mechanical and artistic talents, enhanced by a careful education, 


including drawing and geometry, soon mastered the watchmaker’s and jeweler’s trade and 
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taught himself engraving. In a few years, or in 1851, he established himself in business in 
Raymond. There he toiled and saved, and finally bought out a daguerrean artist, and added 
that financial lever to his business, and in two years, with plenty of money (hard and honor- 
able earnings of toil), he went back to Austria to his family and “the girl he left behind 
him.’’ He was married in grand style and brought his young bride, whose maiden name 
was Julia Hoch, to the home he had prepared for her in Mississippi, to be his life companion 
and the light of his home. The old inhabitants of Raymond speak in the highest terms of 
Mr. and Mrs. von Seutter, where they had made their home and prospered in business and 
children, until the Civil war swept away everything they had possessed. Undaunted, after 
the war Mr. von Seatter gradually paid his Northern creditors, and having moved to Jackson, 
Miss., slowly but surely ascended again in business. The following article is taken from the 
Clarion-Ledger, and ouly does Mr. von Seutter justice: ‘‘Seutter always succeeded in 
everything he has undertaken, and has guarded his honor all through as sacred, and as a 
thing of priceless value. His record has been an exemplary one, such as any man might be 
proud of. He is known thus in all portions of the land, and where he is best known, is 
where he is most admired. Without capital, speculation, or lucky windfall, step by step only, 
Mr. Seutter weathered the destructive war, epidemics, fires, bank failures, and hard times. 
It was slow work, slow but sure work, as Mr. Seutter with less covetousness than pride aud 
integrity, ever discarded ‘cheap goods’ that yield large profits. But now he reaps the 
benetit of his honorable dealing and toil these forty years, by the most flattering apprecia- 
tion and patronage of the public. So much for Mr. Seutter the jeweler.” 

There is nothing which more impresses the visitor to town or city with its refinement, 
prosperity or happiness, than elegant suburban dwellings clad in flowers aud verdure, and in 
that respect Mr. von Seutter’s Ivy cottage, the artist’s home on North State street, presents 
a perfect little Hden, with its wealth of flowers and trees, its vines aud waving banana 
trees and exotics, with its fresh, green lawn, its clean walks and general artistic and pict- 
uresque arrangement, all of which is the result of bis active mind and hands. Here the 
genial Mr. von Seutter may be found, untiring in attending to and enjoying his home, after 
his indefatigable labors in lis prosperous jewelry business. He is a business man of sterling 
qualities, ever ready to contribute to all worthy euterprises, and is an honor and ornament to 
the city of Jackson. His union with Miss Hoch, in 1853, resulted in the birth of seven 
children, three of whom are living: Armin, a photographer of Jackson; Edward Raymond, 
who is in the jewelry business and the optician of Meridian, is married to Miss Nettie 
Major, of Kentucky, and has two children; and Carl, who married Miss Mary Holbrook, a 
native of Mississippi, is associated in business with his father in Jackson. The family are 
members of the Kpiscopal church, and Mr. yon Seutter is a member of the I. O. O. F. and 
K. of H. fraternities. His stock of goods, which is of the best quality, amoants to about 
$20,000, with which be does an annual business of about $18,000. He possesses decided 
literary tastes, and has written an autobiographical narrative of himself entitled ‘*The Imuii- 
grant,’”? published and copied by several papers, and some poetry of decided merit, of which 


the following is an example: 


WOODLAND VOWS. 


Woodland vows, meant for eternities, 
Though born and borne oft on the moment's wing, 
In joy and hope carved on the silent trees, 
Ephemeral die with the departing spring. 
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This we are told, and often so it goes, 
But sometimes love and truth will keep 
What these carved monograms propose, 
Though time and bark grew o’er the mark once deep. 


"Tis one and thirty years—'tis long ago— 
I carved by stealth, with fear and mystery, 
With beating heart and love’s delicious throe, 
Our names united in the linden tree. 


And when the summer waned, confessed my love; 
Ah, such a glory over woods and lea! 

For, looking to the monogram above, 
We kissed our first kiss "neath the linden tree. 


Spring bloomed again—and with impetuous will 
To build a home for love beyond the sea, 

I parted from my love—and pale and still 
We wept and vowed beneath the linden tree. 


Five years beyond the stormy ocean’s foam, 
I toiled ‘neath Mississippi's tropic heat— 

T carved a name, I built a cottage home, 
Returning, laid them at my darling’s feet. 


5 The church bells rang melodious on the air: 
“Mine! Mine!” they sang in happy glee; 
And thus united with my bride so fair, 
Was heaven on earth beneath the linden tree. 


We bade farewell the home the tree stands nigh— 
“Where thou goest, e’en beyoud the ocean’s flood, 
There I will go; where thou diest, I will die; 
Thy people mine; thy God shail be my God!” 


Thus spoke my love, and kept thro’ grief and joy — 
Though sorrow, sickness, loss and death would bow 
Her spirit oft—her troth without alloy, 
And I—I hope—have kept my woodland vow. 


And thus life’s battle we together fought; 

And on our silver wedding roamed to see 
Once more our childhood’s homes, and sought 

Our dear old monument, the linden tree. 
Entwined in love, as thirty years ago, 

With joyous hearts, from toil and sorrow free, 
As flew in crowds the sparrows to and fro, 

We stood once more beneath the linden tree. 
There was n0 mark of letters—not a trace; 

The TREE had changed in size and every bough. 
I pressed upon my heart her hand and face: 

“Tere, darling, were, read thou my woodland vow!” 

Mr. Von Seutter also wrote a series of interesting letters on the World’s exposition in 
Paris in 1878, and his continental travels in that year, which were published in the 
Clarion, of Jackson, Miss. : 

Hon. E. R. Seward, of the firm of Seward Bros., general merchants at Ackerman, 
Choctaw county, Miss., was born in Carroll county of that state in 1S49, and is a son of 
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Richard A. and Sarah A. (Doyle) Seward, the father born in Virginia in 1SO8 and the 
mother a native of Alabama. When a boy, the elder Seward went to Tennessee with his 
parents, thence to Alabama and later to Mississippi. He was married in Pickens county, 
Alabama, but was a resident of Carroll county, Miss., at the time. He lived there 
until about 1852, when he removed to Choctaw county and settled near French Camp, after- 
ward at La Grange, where he engaged in merchandising under the name of Seward, Boyd 
& Co. After the county seat was removed to Chester be located in that city and continued 
merchandising, the firm being Seward & Son. This was continued until shortly prior to 
Mr. Seward’s death in IS87, when he retired. Mr. Seward was a good business man and a 
true Christian. He accumulated quite a fortune, and was one of the prominent men of the 
county. He was for some time cireuit clerk of Carroll county, and although he had but an 
ordinary Huglish education he possessed superior natural abilities. He was at one time a 
prominent stockholder in a cotton factory at Bankston. _ He was a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, D. Mitchell lodge, French Camp, now defunct. His father, Zachariah Seward, 
was a Virginian, but at an early day removed to Tennessee, thence to Alabama, from there 
to Carroll county, Miss., and afterward to Florida, where he and wife both died prior 
to the war. He was a planter by occupation, and was a soldier in the War of IS12. He 
reared a family of six sons and four daughters. His father was an Englishman. Grand- 
father Joseph Doyle, was probably a native of Alabama, but removed to Mississippi about 
1840, settling near Winona, where his death occurred. He was also a planter. His wife 
died in Alabama, The mother of our subject was a member of the Christian chureh and 
died in 1858. After her death Mr. Seward married again and had one son, F. D., 
by the last union. The six children born to his first union were named in the order of their 
births as follows: Elizabeth V. (wife of R. J. Irving, of Texas), James A. (a planter of 
Texas, was all through the war, Confederate army, and was captured at Vicksburz and 
Mobile), Miss I. M. (a milliner at Ackerman), Hon. E. R. (subject), Emma (wife of M. M. 
Ridgeway, a planter of Choctaw county), and M. F. (a member of the firm of Seward Bros. ). 
The fourth child in order of birth, Hon. E. R. Seward, passed his boyhood and youth on a 
farm, received his education at French Camp, and then taught school a short time. In 1872 
he was elected chancery clerk of Choctaw county, and discharged the duties of that office in 
a very efficient manner until ISSO, when he was elected to the legislature, serving one term 
and being on the committee on enrolled bills and on the committee on corporations. In the 
meantime, from 1880 to L883, he was engaged in the practice of law, having prepared bim- 
self while clerking. He was married in 1873 to Miss L. M. Robinson, a native of Choctaw 
county, and the daughter of Samuel and R. E. Robinson, natives of Chester district, S. C., 
but who came to Choctaw county about 1853, and there passed their last days, the father 
dying in 1569, and the mother in 1875. Both were members of the Baptist church, and he 
was a planter by occupation. To Mr. and Mrs. Seward have been born three living chil- 
dren. Both are members of the Baptist church. Mr. Seward is one of the energetic busi 
ness men of Ackerman. Shrewd and far seeing, stri¢tly honest and upright, his high charac. 
ter, both in private and business life, places his methods above criticism and secures for him 
the patronage of a large portion of Choctaw county’s citizens. He is a gentleman of experi- 
ence, judgment and energy, has an extensive acquaintance, and is everywhere popular. 
The firm of Seward Bros. was established at Ackerman in 1SS4, and they do an annual busi 
ness of about $30,000. This firm also has a store at MeCool, in Attala county, under the 
nameof I. D. Seward & Co., and does an annual business of about S25,000. Mr. Seward 
was made a Mason, in 1873, of La Grange lodge No. 363, but now of Snowsyille lodge, at 
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Ackerman, No. 119, of which he was master two years. He is protector of Ackerman lodge, 
Knights and Ladies of Honor, No. 1290, and is past dictator of Ackerman lodge, Knights 
of Honor. No man stands higher in Choctaw county in the estimation of the people than 
Mr. Seward. 

Hon. John F. Sexton, of Copiah county, was born in Rankin county, Miss., in” 1844: 
He was the son of Johu C. and Mary EK. Sexton, mention of whom as well as other members 
of the family will be found elsewhere in these pages. At about the age of twenty-two, Mr. 
Sexton began life for himself as a planter, in which interest he has been connected to the 
present time. His plantation is one of the largest and best improved in this part of the 
county, and he was so thoroughgoing an agriculturist that 1t may be said his was one of the 
most productive. In 1867 he was married to Elizabeth Hays, the daughter of Isaiah and 
Elizabeth Hays, of Copiah county, who has borne him four children: Willie I*., Ollie, Eddie 
and Mary J:., all of whom are members of their parents’ household. Mr. Sexton is a mem- 
ber of numerous societies and secret orders, among which may be mentioned the Farmers’ 
Alliance, of Copiab county, the Industrial Union, Knights of Honor, and Knights of Pythias, 
of Crystal Springs. He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, wor- 
shiping with the congregation which meets at Crystal Springs. Four years before Mr. 
Sexton can be said to have begun life for himself in business, he made a departure which, 
except in the South, where such occasions were common enough among the youths at the 
outbreak of the Civil war, would have been, in view of his tender years, worthy of more than 
passing comment. In December, 1861, when he was seventeen years old, he enlisted in the 
Withers artillery regiment of Mississippi, where he served until the close of the war, partici- 
pating in a number of hard fights. He was in the siege at: Port Hudson, in Johuston’s army 
in Georgia, and in Hood’s army in Georgia and Tennessee. He was taken a prisoner by the 
Federals at Spanish Fort and kept a captive for sixty days. Although he was never wounded 
sufficiently to disable him, he received on several cecasicns slight wounds which, instead of 
breaking his spirit, stimulated him to fight the harder. In political life Mr. Sexton has 
been preferred beyond many of his more ambitious fellow-citizens. In 1S8S he was elected 
to represent his county in the legislature, and has served during two consecutive terms. 
During the term of 1588-9 he was chairman of the committee on manufacturing, and also 
served on the committees of agriculture and temperance. During that session he introduced 
an assessment bill, out of which grew the present assessment law, Mr. Madison also introduc- 
ing a similar bill that had an influence in the same direction. In the session of 1SV0—0] he 
served on the committee of education and on the committee of investigation of the state 
treasurer’s and auditor’s oflices, a labor which proved of great value to the state. As amem- 
ber of this committee he helped draw up the bill which, as a law, compelled the government 
to appoint a committee of three each year to count the cash and to investigate the books of 
the state treasurer. Previous to his election to the legislature he served as a member of the 
board of supervisors, and as one of the county school commissioners. Mr. Sexton is a tall, 
well-built man with sandy hair. He is of good address, genial, whole-souled, friendly and 
helpful. He commands the highest respect of all who know him, not only on account of 
his political life, but also because of his fine family connections, and he is widely known 
throughout the state. Olivar P. Sexton, a planter of Copiah county, was the son of John 
C. and Mary IX. Sexton and a brother of Hon. John F. Sexton. He was born in Copiah 
county in 1849, and was known as a life-long planter who was very successful. In 1873 he 
married Mary I. Coor, daughter of Rufus and Mary Coor, the son of D. KX. Coor, whose 


sketch appears in these pages. Mr. and Mrs. Sexton have had seven children, all of whom 
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are living at home with their parents: Ada, Walter, Eula, Cora, Frank, Mary K. and Nora 
L. Mr. Sexton is a member of the Knights of Honor lodge at Crystal Springs, and he is a 
worthy member of society and a highly respected citizen. 

Dr. Frank M. Sexton, a brother of the Hon. James 8. Sexton (see sketch) is one of the 
prominent physicians and surgeons of Hazlehurst, Copiah county, Miss. He was born in 
this county, July 12, 1852, the third of five sons born to his parents, all of whom have taken 
a prominent part in the county of their birth. After receiving a liberal literary education. 
he entered the Tulane university, at New Orleans, La., from which he graduated in medicine 
in 1876, and has since practiced his profession with marked success among the people with 
whom he was reared. He was postmaster at Hazlehurst during Cleveland’s administration. 
He is an active worker for the cause of education, and is a member of the board of control 
and a trustee of Hazlehurst’s public schools, toward the upbuilding of which he has done 
as much as any other citizen. He is ranked as one of the most successful planters in the 
county, and is the owner of a large, well-eultivated plantation. In 1876 he married Sallie, 
a daughter of Joseph and Lovisa Price. Her father was born in Copiah county; her mother 
in Covington county, Miss. Mrs. Sexton was born in Copiah county, and has four children. 
Dr. Sexton is a Knight of Honor and a member of Hazlehurst lodge of that order. He isa gen- 
ial, whole-sonled gentleman, well known throughout this section of the country, and his stand- 
ing is deservedly high professionally, commercially, socially and otherwise. He has a 
charming family, and his wife takes equal rank with himself, while she is greatly beloved 
by a large circle of friends and acquaintances for her many estimable qualities of heart and 
mind. 

Hon. James 8. Sexton. a prominent lawyer of Hazlehurst, was born in Copiah county 
in 1854. John Curtis Sexton, the father of James S., Frank M., and their brothers, was 
the son of William Sexton, who was born in Ireland and moved to America in childhood. He 
married a Miss Ewen, who died during the childhood of John Curtis Sexton. The latter was 
born March 4, 1801, in Tennessee. At the age of twenty-eight he removed from Tennessee 
to Rankin county, Miss., where he was married, August 30, 1840, to Mary Elizabeth Perry, the 
daughter of William and Jane Perry. Both of her parents were born in Ireland, from which 
place they removed with their parents in early childhood. Coming in the same vessel, their 
families settled, one in Newbury district and the other in Fairfield district, of South Carolina. 
Jane Perry’s maiden name was Jane Seymour, one of whose brothers, John Seymour, is still 
living in Rankin county, Miss., and is over ninety years of age. After their marriage, John 
Curtis and Mary Sexton lived in Rankin county until 1849, when they moved to Copiah 
county and settled on a place then known as the John Wilson place, four miles southeast of 
Crystal Springs, on the old Jackson road. This property still remains in the family. John 
Sexton remained on this place, engaged in farming, until 1860, when he removed to Crystal 
Springs. Here be died, December 31, 1861. He was an old line whic, and was devoted to 
that party. He was a Royal Arch Mason, and a member of the Methodist church. There 
were nine children born of this marriage, five of whom are still living: John F., born June 
6, 1844; Oliver P., born March 5, 1849; Frank M., born July 12, 1852; James S., born 
November 2, 1854, and Martin Iu., born October 11, 1857. Mrs. Sexton (now Mrs. Mullins) 
still lives, and is devoted to her family, of which she may well feel proud. She has spared 
no efforts to insure their welfare, and now she is being rewarded by their devotion and grati 
tude to her. Hon. John F. Sexton is a prominent planter of Copiah county, and a member 
of the legislature. He also served in company A, Bradford’s battery, during the war. Oliver 
P. Sexton is a planter on the old home farm. Dr. Frank M. is a prominent physician of 
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Hazlehurst, and graduated at the Tulane university at New Orleans. James S. Sexton was 
the fourth in order of birth of the sons. Dr. Martin Luther Sexton isa prominent physician 
of Wesson, and graduated in a class of forty with the first honors, at the Tulane university, 
and has been recently elected a member of the faculty of that institution. He is one of the 
most prominent physicians of the state, and was once the president of the state association. 
He received his literary education at Oxford, Miss. James S. Sexton was reared principally 
to farm life by a widowed mother, who struggled successfully against adversity to afford her 
children a good education, and to impress upon their minds the advantage of becoming use- 
ful men. He received his early education at a country school, and was for three years a 
student at the State university. He then taught school for a few years, after which he read 
law with Judge T. I. Cooper, now one of the supreme judges of Mississippi, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1851. He immediately formed a partnership with R. R. Willing, 
which existed for about one year. For some years after its expiration he was alone in the 
practice of his profession, until a few years ago he became associated with R. H. Thomp- 
son, of Brookhaven, who has been associated with him ever since. Mr. Sexton has never 
sought office, but he was elected to represent the state at large at the recent constitu- 
tional convention, and was the youngest member of that body from the state at large. 
He isa member of the Knights of Honor. In 1875 he married Mary E., the daughter 
of William Wilson. She was born in Copiah county, and died in 1888, having been for a 
long time a member of the Methodist church. She left two children. In 1889 Mr. Sexton 
was married to Lillian W., the daughter of Dr. J. P. Wise. She has borne Mr. Sexton one 
child. She and her husband are both members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. 
Sexton is a well-to-do man, and has a good income from his large practice. He is in the 
true sense of the term a self-made man, and is regarded as one of the best lawyers in this 
section. In person, he is of medium stature and noble bearing. His manners are genial 
and affable, and be enjoys the highest esteem of all who know him. 

Luther Martin Sexton, M. D., ranks among the foremost physicians of the state of 
Mississippi, for his efforts in behalf of suffering humanity have been attended by 
results eminently satisfactory. He comes of Scotch-Irish stock, and inherits the traits 
of character, the industry, economy and integrity, commonto those sturdy people. His 
father, John Sexton, was a relative of James A. Sexton, the present postmaster of Chicago, 
and Prof. S. 8S. Sexton, M. D., of New York, an eminent specialist and author of the elab- 
orate and valuable treatise on the diseases and treatment of the eye, ear and throat. His 
father was also related to Sexton at present a member of the English parliament from Ire- 
land and a prominent leader of the liberal party. His mother, Mary Elizabeth (Perry) 
Sexton, was of Trish descent, belonging to one of the first families in Mississippi. Dr. 
Luther Martin Sexton is a Mississippian by birth, his birth occurring at Crystal Springs, 
Copiah county, October 7, S07. In the public schools of his native town he laid the 
foundations of a liberal education, and at the age of nineteen years he entered the Univer 
sity of Mississippi at Oxford, where he remained for two sessions, applying himself to his 
books with sneh diligence that he was awarded a gold medal for superiority in elocution and 
original address. He afterward became ateacher in the publ schools of his native county, 
and in this vocation and in agriculture he sought means with which to continue his eduea- 
tion. Having decided to enter into a profession, and having two brothers, both of whom 
had acquired considerable prominence in their respective professions of law and medicine, he 
was undecided as to which to choose for his life work, but the preference was finally almost 
given to law, as he had at college demonstrated his ability as an orator and public speaker, 
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As small objects sometimes turn the current of a stream, so unforeseen circumstances ofttimes 
exert a powerful influence upon the whole after lives of men, and never was this more ably 
illustrated than in the case of Dr. Sexton, for in 1878, while in the city of New Orleans, he 
happened one day to see a surgical operation performed in the hospital by Prof. T. G. Rich- 
ardson, and the wonderful skill displayed in the alleviation of human suffering so won his ad- 
miration, that from that time forward he became an enthusiast upon the subject of the study and 
practice of medicine and surgery, and hiseminept success as a physician and surgeon has dem- 
onstrated the wisdom of bis choice. He immediately became a student in the medical 
department of the University of Louisiana (now known as Tulane university), where, with 
characteristic energy, he devoted himself to his studies. The following spring ke applied 
for, and became one of the successful competitors for the position of resident student for 
the Charity hospital of New Orleans, and for the two years following served as interne at 
that institution. In 1881 he graduated with the first honors of his class, and became the 
proud possessor of the first gold medal ever conferred by the hospital upon a student for 
general proficiency in medicine and surgery. One of the most pleasant incidents of his col- 
lege life, and a fitting testimonial of the high esteem in which he was held by his class- 
mates, was when he was unanimously chosen by them as valedictorian. Appreciating the 
high honor thus conferred upon him, he delivered upon the occasion of their graduation an 
address that attracted much attention in medical circles and was widely published by the 
medical journals of the Southern states. In 1879 boats passing up the Mississippi river had 
conveyed to Memphis the dreaded yellow fever, by which this prosperous city and the surround- 
ing country were almost completely depopulated, so fatal was the terrible scourge that 
swept over the country. The government was awakened to the necessity of quarantine 
stations on the river, and immediately following his graduation Dr: Luther Sexton was 
appointed government inspector of the national board of health, and was stationed ona 
government boat at Vicksburg, where it was his duty to inspect all boats passing up the 
river. In this position he continued until cold weather rendered further vigilance unnec- 
essary. In 1882, at the strong solicitation of his friends, he located at Wesson, Miss., where 
he has since resided, and where he has risen to the topmost round of the ladder of success. 
He became a member of the Mississippi State Medical association, and in 1884 was chosen 
as its president. In the year last mentioned he was elected a member of the board of 
health for the seventh congressional district, aud medical examiner for license to practice 
medicine in Mississippi. In 1890 he delivered an address before the St. Louis Medical 
society, and those present had the pleasure of listening toa master production of a master 
mind. The same year he was offered a professorship in the Marion Sims Medical college 
of St. Louis, the chair of genito-urinary surgery being tendered him, but interests at home 
prevented his acceptance. In IS91 he was elected lecturer and clinical instructor in sur- 
gery in Tulane university at New Orleans, his alma mater, thus becoming a member of the 
faculty of that institution. In 1881 he was united in marriage to Miss Katherine Ella 
Hartwell, of Wesson, in which city they reside, enjoying the respect and esteem of their 
fellow-citizens. Although the Doctor is but thirty-four years of age, he has, by frugality 
and industry, amassed a small fortune, and has the pleasure of knowing that his efforts in 
the pursuit of his profession have been eminently suecessful to a greater degree than those 
of any other physician of his age in the state, and it may be safely said in the South. He is, 
withal, an honored citizen, courteous and affable in his manner, of pleasing address and an 
interesting speaker. His suecess in life is but an illustration of what may be achieved by 
energy and determination, 
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Richard J. Shackelford is the third of a family of eight children born to James L. and 
Elvira (Payne) Shackelford, natives of South Carolina and Georgia respectively. The father 
removed to Mississippi in 1804, and died there in [SVL He was a son of William and 
Mariah Shackelford, who were of Irish lineage. ‘The maternal grandparents were Dayid 
and Martha Payne. Richard J. first saw the light of day August 3, 1S41, in Franklin 
county, Ga. He spent bis youth in Georgia and Mississippi, acquiring his education in the 
private schools. Tor his vocation in life he chose that of agriculture, and he now has one 
hundred and seventy acres of land under excellent cultivation. He owns six hundred and 
forty acres, and the whole will in time be cultivated. Mr. Shackelford has been twice mar- 
ried. In 1866 he was united to Miss Fannie Saunders, of Mississippi; of this marriage 
twelve children were born: Mary J., James J., Albert L., Francis T., Jesse M., Sallie A., 
Arthur L., Myrtie I, Ella V., Martha, John and Fanny. In 1SSo he was married, a second 
time, to Martha Hordage, of Georgia. Our subject was a soldier in the late Civil war, being 
a member of the Fifth Mississippi volunteer infantry,-company K. He was in the battles of 
Missionary ridge and Franklin, and served from 1561 to the end of the conflict. He adheres 
to the principles of the democratic party. He held the oflice of justice of the peace of Leake 
county for one term. He has not been behind in his support of all laudable movements 
having for their object the advancement of the community. He and his wife are active 
members of the Primitive Baptist church, and greatly respected by all who know them. 

Col. Thaddeus H. Shackelford has been engaged in planting nearly all his life, for to 
this calling he was bronght up by his father, Henry L. Shackelford, who was also a worthy 
tiller of the soil, in which calling his efforts were attended by success. The latter was a 
Virginian by birth, born in 1790, and upon reaching manhood was married to Miss Sarah 
Jane McGowan, of South Carolina, who bore him the following children: John: Thaddeus; 
Charles; Mary (Shannon): Martha J. (Tucker), widow of General W. F. Tucker; Jane, 
(Hodges), and Augusta (Evans). Mr. Shackelford was very finely educated, and as a planter 
became wealthy, thus enabling him to give his children excellent education and a good start 
in life. He served as a soldier in the Seminole war in Florida. Thaddeus H. Shackelford was 
partially educated by a private tutor at home, but received his literary education in Aber- 
deen, Miss., and in Parson Gladney’s private school in Monroe county, Miss. He made the 
most of his opportunities, and upon finishing was exceptionally well informed, and was well 
calculated to battle successfully with the world. He came to Lowndes county, Miss., in 1831, 
after which he located in Oktibbeha county, and finally, in 1542, settled down to planting in 
Chickasaw county. He was married in 1852 to Miss Virginia E. Townsend, a daughter of 
Col. Thomas Townsend, of Lowndes county, Miss., and to them were born two children: 
Thomas T. (deceased) and William A., a planter of this county. After the death of the mother 
of the children, Mr. Shackelford took for his second wife Miss Virginia P. 'Tapley, their 
nuptials being celebrated in 1883, and to them two children have been born: Mary P. who 
died January 3, IS91, and Henry L. Mr. Shackelford has been a consistent and respected 
member of the Masonic order from his earliest manhood. He is also an earnest and faithful 
member of the Baptist church. At the opening of the Civil war, in 1S61, he became captain 
of company I, Fifty-fourth Alabama regiment, Confederate States army, which was made up 
of men from different states, and in this capacity served one year, when he was promoted to 
the rank of major. He also filled this position one year, was then made lieutenant-colonel, 
in which capacity he served until the war closed. He took an active part in the engage 
ments at Island No. 10 (at which place he was captured and exchanged: at the end of five 
months), Vicksburg, Baker's Creek, Jackson, Resaca, Mobile and the Georgia campaign, in 
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all of which be made an excellent record as a gallant soldier and for distinguished bravery. 
He started in life as a merchant at Okolona, Miss., in which place he built the second house 
in 1846. After remaining thus engaged for six years, he gave up merchandising and moved 
to his farm, where he has lived ever since. 

Abram Keller Shaifer (deceased) was so closely and intimately identified with Claiborne 
county, Miss., and his name was so familiar to all its inhabitants that it is only.just to dwell 
upon what he has done, and the influence his career has had upon others, not as empty words 
of praise, but the plain statement of a plain truth. He was born in Frederick, Md., in 1775 
his parents being of Swiss origin, and in the city of Philadelphia, Penn., he learned the trade 
of a hatter, but afterward followed merchaudising in Tennessee, a calling he pursued with 
good success. He was an old line whig in polities, and although not an active politician he 
at all times tried to exercise his right of franchise for men of principle and honor. His 
determination, enterprise and intelligence were soon recognized and he became a leader in 
Claiborne county, the residents of which showed their appreciation of his many excellent 
qualities by electing him to the office of sheriff, a position he filled in an admirable manner 
for four terms of two years each, after which he refused to be a candidate for re-election. 
He made a beau-ideal public officer, for he was prompt in the discharge of his duty, fearless 
in his support of truth and right, and honorable in every particular. He held high rank in 
the Masonic lodge of Nashville, Tenn., and was a charter member of Washington lodge at 
Port Gibson. Personally and in every private relation and duty of life too much can not be 
said in his praise, for he was generous, high-minded and possessed the instinct and training 
of atrue gentleman. His life was illustrated with kind and charitable deeds, and as the 
wealth and education which he possessed were self-acquired be may with truth be said to have 
been a selfmade man. As a father he was kind and indulgent, and as a friend was true and 
tried. He died in 1861, at the advanced age ofeighty-three years, and his remains now 
repose in the Port Gibson cemetery. He selected Miss Elizabeth Hannah Humphreys as his 
wife, she being a native of Claiborne county, Miss., and to thema family of eight children 
were born: Sallie Ann, who died at the age of seventeen years; Henry Faulk, married and 
residing in Vicksburg, Miss.; George Wilson Humphreys; S. P. (deceased); Esther Downing, 
who died at the age of thirteen years; Elizabeth K. is the wife of John Burnett, a merchant 
of Port Gibson; Margaret Smith, who died at the age of thirty years, was the wife of Joha 
C. Johnson, a planter of Copiah county; and Abraham Keller, who was named for his 
worthy progenitor. The latter is at the present time living on the old homestead four miles 
west of Port Gibson, on which place the battle of Port Gibson was fought May 3, 1S63. Mr. 
Shaifer is well and favorably known by the citizens of Claiborne county, for he was born here 
on the 3d of May, 1833, and has resided here all his life, being one of its most reliable 
citizens. He was given the advantage of the country schools and the schools of Grand Gulf, 
and although he was mischievous and wideawake he managed to acquire a better education 
than the average boy. When a stripling he entered a mercantile establishment, where he 
remained six years, after which he began giving his attention to planting, and is now the 
owner of a fine plantation of four hundred acres, which he conducts in an admirable and 
skillful manner, everything about his home showing that a man of thrift, determination and 
energy is at the helm. He has been married twice, his first consort being Miss Elizabeth 
Chamberlain Giranet, a native of Claiborne county, Miss., their union taking place in the 
month of June, 1857, and resulting in the birth of four children: Benjamin Humphreys, a 
planter of the county; Abram Keller, who died at the age of eighteen years; George Giranet, 


who died young, and Edwin Thomas, also deceased. Mr. Shaifer lost his worthy wife in June, 
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1864, and her remains now repose in the cemetery of Port Gibson. On the 25d of Novem- 
ber, 1865, Mr. Shaifer’s second marriage was celebrated, his second wife being Miss Amanda 
C. Guice, whose birth occurred in Tensas parish, La., and resulted in the birth of a son, 
Percy Leon, who is a prosperous planter of the county and is married to Miss Lizzie 
Wheeler. Mr. Shaifer’s love for his country caused him to enlist in the Confederate army in 
January, 1862, becoming a member of company K, First Mississippi light artillery, of which 
Capt. George Abby was commanding officer. Mr. Shaifer Was mostly on garrison duty, 
which called him to Vicksburg, Port Hudson, Mobile, first siege of Vicksburg in 1862, and 
others. During the forty-nine days’ siege of Port Hudson, Mr. Shaifer, with his command, suf- 
fered terribly for food, and for a Jong time was compelled to subsist on rats and mule 
carcasses. He tells many interesting anecdotes of the war, which are strictly authentic and 
would fill a large yolume. The manner in which he and his brother comrades bore the 
untold hardships and privations of war proved that they were fighting for a principle and 
that their lives were nothing when compared with what they considered justice and right. 
At this siege Mr. Shaifer was paroled and was ordered to Selma, Ala., thence to Mobile, 
thence to Blakely and Spanish forts, his capture by the Union troops taking place at Fort 
Blakely. He was conveyed to Montrose, from there to Ship island on Mississippi sound, 
where he was kept three weeks, and was then taken to Vicksburg, then to Big Black bridge, 
where three thousand Confederates were paroled. Mr. Shaifer then returned home and 
began raising cotton, and although the war had caused many changes in Southern life, 
and relable help was hard to obtain, yet he continued to prosper, and up to the present date 
has raised some cotton each year, although for the past fifteen years horticulture has received 
the greater part of his attention. He is an unswerving democrat, is warm in his support of 
his party, as a friend is true and stanch, and in his pleasant home he dispenses hospitality in 
an exceedingly liberal manner, and is well known for his polished and kindly manners. The 
house in which he resides was pierced by many bullets during the battle of Port Gibson, 
and a part ofa shell and a whole shell passed through the roof. A musket ball crashed 
through the side of the house, piercing a frame which held the picture of Mr. Shaifer’s 
mother. He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and socially he 
belongs to the Knights of Pythias, the Knights of Honor and the Knights and Ladies of 
Honor, all of Port Gibson. His brother, George Wilson Humphreys Shaifer, who makes his 
home with him on the old plantation, was educated in Oakland college. He was born on the 
22d of January, 1S22, and until the Civil war opened, with all its horrors, privations and sor- 
rows, followed the life of a planter. Being an enthusiastic Southerner in heart, he heartily 
espoused her cause, and in the month of September, 1863, became a member of company K, 
Twelfth Mississippi volunteers, and was assigned to the army of northern Virginia, under 
Colonel Harris, and was in the thickest of the fight in the following bloody combats: Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania, where be was wounded in the left hand and right arm, being incapaci- 
tated for about sixty days, then took part in the engagements at Yellow Tavern, Petersburg, 
and Fort Gregg, which was the last engagement fought under General Lee, and was for the 
purpose of keeping back General Grant so that Lee could get back, gain his supplies and 
make good his escape, but as the supplies were not at hand the attempt was unsuccessful. 
Mr. Shaifer surrendered at Fort Gregg, April 38, 1865, and as soon as guards could be formed, 
was sent to City Point, thence to Lookout Point prison, and on the Ist of July was 
taken to Washington. TFrom there he went to Baltimore, thence by rail to Cairo and down 
the Mississippi river to his home. He was married to Miss Charlotte L. Clarke, a native of 
Claiborne county, by whom he became the father of two children, one of whom is deceased. 
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The other, Mary, is the wife of L. C. Fisher, a merchant of Cayuga, Miss. Prior to the war 
Mr. Shaifer was a whig in his political views, but since that time he has been a stanch 
democrat. He was deputy sheriff of Claiborne county for four years, and was the first 
marshal of Port Gibson, being assiduous in his devotion to the duties of both oftices. He was 
a volunteer in the Mexican war under command of Col. Jefferson Davis. He is a Master 
Mason and is. a devout member of the St. James Episcopal church of Port Gibson. Both he 
and his brother Abram have inherited many of their father’s worthy qualities, and have been 
prominently identified with the interests of this section from boyhood. 

Hon. Garvin D. Shands, who was born in Spartanburg district, S. C., December 
d, 1844, was the eldest child born to Dr. Anthony C. and his wife, Frances J. (Ferguson) 
Shands, both of whom were natives of South Carolina. Dr. Shands studied medicine in 
Augusta, Ga., and in 1542 took his degree at the age of twenty-six years, and at once entered 
upon his practice. In 1868 he removed to Mississippi, after which he retired from the practice 
of his profession to some extent, spending the remainder of his days in Tate county, two 
miles from Senatobia. By good management and perseverauce be acquired a large practice 
before the war, but of course lost heavily during that period. He died in 1876. His father 
was a teacher, and a local minister of the Methodist church in South Carolina. As a family 
they were adherents of the Methodist church. They took but little interest in polities, not 
being desirous of distinction in that line. The maternal grandparents of the subject of this 
sketch were Miles and Mary (Beasley) Ferguson, who were also natives of the Palmetto state. 
They belonged to the old-time gentlefolk. Garvin Shands passed his early life at the family 
home, and was educated at Wofford college, South Carolina. Having a taste for law, he chose 
that for his profession, and took his degree at the University of Kentucky in 1870. At the out- 
break of the war he responded to the call of duty, and entered the Confederate army, enlisting 
in Maj. Edward Manigault’s battalion of South Carolina infantry, and at the end of one year 
in company C, Sixth South Carolina cavalry, serving under Col. Hugh K. Aiken. These com- 
mands remained at and about Charleston, guarding that port until May, 1864, when the 
Sixth regiment was transferred to Gen. Wade Hampton’s command, all further operations 
being conducted in Virginia. Mr. Shands participated in all the battles occurring in that 
state from May, 1864, to January, 1865. Atthe surrender he was at Hillsboro, N. C., with 
Johnston’s army. In 1S67 he removed to Panola county, Miss., where he engaged in 
teaching, and read law for two years; then, in 1869, went to Tate county, aud from there 
to the law school of the University of Kentucky, graduating, as above mentioned, in 1S7U. 
Soon after this he opened an office in Senatobia, where he has built up an extensive prac. 
tice. In political life he has won honor and distinction, having been a member of the state 
legislature from 1876 to ISSO, and was lieutenant-governor of Mississippi from 1882 to 1890. 
In 1870 Mr. Shands was married to Miss Mary E. Roseborough, who was a native of Missis- 
sippi, her parents, W. D. and E. A. (Williamson) Roseborough, being natives of South Caro- 
lina. Mr. and Mrs. Shauds have been blessed with five children. Hubert A., the eldest, 
graduated from the University of Mississippi at the early age of eighteen with high honor, 
and was immediately tendered the position of fellow in English literature. He is a brilliant 
young man, and fills the position with great ability. Mabel, the second child, aged seven- 
teen, is in her graduating year at Whitworth college, Brookhaven, Miss., where she has 
developed great musical talent. The other children, Audley W., thirteen years old; Harley, 
aged eleven; and Cecil, aged eight, are attending school in Senatobia. Following out the 
family traditions: Mr. and Mrs. Shands and their two eldest children are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and Mr, Shands has three times been a delegate to its general 
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conference—at the sessions held in Nashville in 1882; in Richmond, Va., in 1SS6, and in St. 
Louis in 1890. He is an active member of the Knights of Honor. He has a large circle of 
friends who hold him in high regard, and in all his dealings is open and frank, fond and 
proud of his bright family, and justly proud of his honorable public record. 

Dr. J. R. Sharman, Meridian, Lauderdale county, Miss. This well-known and popular 
physician and surgeon was born in Jasper county, Miss., April 4, 1851. His father, Dr. EF. 
L. Sharman, is a native of Georgia who came to Mississippi about 1821, and located in 
Jasper county, where he was numbered among the pioneer settlers, Paulding having been at that 
time regarded as a place of much importance and of greater promise. He was a graduate of 
the University of Louisville, Louisville, Ky., and practiced at Paulding for thirty-five or forty 
years. Asa matter of special interest it may be stated that he attended Sim Adams, the 
editor of the Eastern Clarion, in his last illness. He is now living retired from his active 
professional duties at Shubuta, Miss., in Clarke county, having acquired a competency. He 
had six sons and seven daughters, of whom two sons and one daughter survive. These are 
Dr. J. R. Sharman, James Sharman, now a student at the University of Oxford, and Mrs. A. 
R. Johnson. of Birmingham, Ala. Dr. J. R. Sharman obtained his literary education in the 
private schools of his native county. He began to study medicine in 1874, and was gradu- 
ated from the Louisville Medical college in 1876, though he took a post-graduate course at 
the Polyclinic, New York city, N. Y., and two others at the University of Louisiana in New 
Orleans, La. He began his professional practice at Shubuta, Miss., and there lived until 
1883, when he removed to Meridian, Miss., where he has met with much success. He is a 
member of both the county and state medical associations, and is regarded as an able and 
trustworthy physician. He was married in 1882 to Miss Mary Trueheart, a native of Missis- 
sipp1 who was educated at Mobile, Ala. They are the parents of three children: Fannie, 
Kate and Nellie. The Doctoris amember of the Knights of Honer, and of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, while Mis. Sharman is a member of the Protestant Episecpal church. The 
Doctor is the owner of considerable real estate and quite a number of buildings in Meridian, 
Miss. Among his other property there may be mentioned the new andelegant Planters’ hotel, 
at the corner of Sixth street and Twenty-fifth avenue, a three-story brick structure, modern 
in style and well appointed in every respect. Dr. J. R. Sharman is a progressive, enterpris- 
ing citizen, having at heart the advancement of the material interests of histown and county, 
and ranking high socially and professionally. 

J. M. Sharp, merchant, Friar’s Point, Miss., whose success in life is mainly due to 
his industry and good management, coupled with a pleasant, genial disposition, was born in 
Coahoma county, Miss., in 1863, and is the fifth of eight children, the result of the union of 
W. E. and Sarah (tasor) Sharp. The parents were natives of South Carolina, and both were 
representatives of old and honored families. They emigrated to Mississippi about 1562, and 
the father followed the cecupation of a planter until his death in 1870. © The mother is still 
living and makes her home with her son, J. M. Sharp. The latter was left fatherless at the 
age of twelve years and the support of the family fell upon his shoulders principally. He 
worked and saved for the family, spending nearly all of his boyhood days thus employed, and 
as a consequence received but limited educational advantages. He remained on the farm 
until 1SS2 and then engaged as salesman at Friar’s Point. In the fall of [SSS Mr. Sharp 
started in business for himself at the last mentioned place, and although he was in debt at that 
time, he has been very successful in his enterprises and is now considerered one of the most 
prominent business men of Friar’s Point. He bought his store, 40x75 feet, one of the 


Jargest in town, and carries a full line of groceries, hardware, tinware, crockery, drugs, 
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stationery, feed stuff, ete. His stock is valued at $2,500 and he does an annual business of 
$35,000. His marriage to Miss Minnie Johnson, of Memphis, occurred in 15S) and to this 
union one child, Robert L., has been born. Mr. Sharp has also bought a neat, comfort- 
able residence at Friar’s Point. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias. 

John T. Sharp, planter and merchant, Sharpsburg, Miss., the third in order of birth of a 
family of eleven children, born to the marriage of Edward and Nancy (Kennedy) Sharp, owes 
his nativity to Abbeville district, S. C., his birth occurring in 1536, The parents 
were natives of the Palmetto state also, and were of English and Welsh descent, respectively. 
The Sharps were pioneers of South Carolina and one of the oldest and most respected families 
in that state. The grandmother of our subject was born, lived and died in the same house. 
She was one hundred and seven years of age at the time of her death. The great-grandfatber 
was killed in the Revolutionary war. Edward and Nancy (Kennedy) Sharp removed from South 
Carolina to near Rome, Ga., in 1848, and there passed the remainder of their days, the father 
dying in 1884 at the age of eighty-four years, and the mother in February, 1886, at the age of 
seventy-four years. Most of the children born to this worthy couple died early in life, but 
five are now living: John T., C. A., Mrs. S. A. Barker, V. A. and J. C., a farmer on the old 
homestead in Georgia. All but John T. reside on or near the old homestead in Georgia. 
The last named remained in Georgia until twenty years of age, and there learned 
the carpenter’s trade. In 1856 he came to Mississippi and the same year went 
from there to New Orleans with only about $40 in money. Four years later, at the 
beginning of the war, he was worth $75,000 in chattels and money, having been a large 
contractor in railroad works. He took large contracts in the New Orleans & Jackson railroad, 
Vicksburg & Meridian railroad and the Mississippi Central railroad. In 1862 he connected 
himself with the engineer corps of the army of Tennessee, which position he held until the 
surrender, at which time he was near Augusta, Ga. After this he was obliged to engage with 
the Federal governinent a few months to enable him to get home. He built a large bridge 
across the Chatthoochee river at that time. In September, 1565, he took a contract to reopen 
the Mississippi Central road from Holly Springs to Jackson, Tenn., and inthe course of a 
few years was again worth $35,000 or 540,000. In 1868 he formed a partnership with E. 
Richardson and engaged in levee building, having erected forty miles of the levee in Wash- 
ington and Bolivar counties. In 1875 he settled on his present farm, consisting of three 
thousand acres, and aside from this he is the owner of about two thousand seven hun- 
dred acres in Yazoo county. He did a big business in Vaughan station, in Yazoo county, for a 
number of years. In 1875 he also began merchandising at this place (Sharpsburg) and this 
business he still carries on. He now has under cultivation about two thousand five 
hundred acres, raises six hundred bales of cotton annually and besides raises all his own corn 
and forage. He is an active democrat in politics and frequently attends political conventions. 
Mr. Sharp was married in March, 1861, to Miss Susan Ewing, daughter of Jesse and Martha 
(Johnston) Ewing, both natives of Tennessee and early settlers of Mississippi. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Sharp were born two children: Lillie E., who died at the age of sixteen years with the 
yellow fever, and Thomas E., who is a partner with his father. Mrs. Sharp died in 1869, and 
in 1874 Mr. Sharp was married to Miss Ida V. Ewing, sister of his former wife. By this 
union were born four children: John T., Jr.; Edward, died at the age of five years; Leslie 
May and Ida Lee. Mr. and Mrs. Sharp are members of the Methodist church of South 
Chapel. Mr. Sharp has been a very successful farmer, and although several times his fort- 
une has slipped from him, yet with indefatigable energy he has always been equal to the 
occasion. He is respected as one of the best and most useful citizens of the county. 
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Dr. J. W. Sharp, physician, Wall Hill, Miss. Wall Hill and vicinity have a number of 
physicians, among whom prominently stands Dr. J. W. Sharp, a native of Morgan county, 
Ala. He was born on the 14th day of March, 1839, and his parents, John and Rebecea (Gil- 
lespie) Sharp, were both natives of Virginia. The paternal grandparents, Thomas. and 
Klizabeth (Hodge) Sharp, were born in America; but the maternal grandfather, Robert 
Gillespie, was a native of the Emerald isle, the maternal grandmother, Gillespie (Cathey), 
having been born in North Carolina. Dr. Sharp’s parents removed from Alabama to Mar- 
shall county, Miss., in 1843, bought land two years later near Wall Hill, and there engaged 
in farming, that being the father’s life occupation. He was justice of the peace in the county 
for a number of years, was one of the pioneers of the county, and was well and favorably 
known all over it. He and wife were worthy members of the Methodist Church South. The 
mother died in 1860, and the father in 1879. Dr. J. W. Sharp, the eighth of a family of 
twelve children, eight of whom are now living, began for himself by enlisting in the Con- 
federate army at the age of twenty-one, Nineteenth Mississippi infantry, under Colonel Mott. 
He was in General Lee’s army, and consequently in all the hard fighting throughout Vir- 
ginia. He was wounded twice; first at Petersburg, where he received a bad wound in the 
right hand, and at the same place he was shot in the thigh. He was assistant suryeon of his 
regiment, and was in the hospital at Danville, Va., at the time of the surrender. After the 
war he returned to his home in Marshall county, finished his medical education that he had 
begun before the war, having attended one course of lectures prior to that eventful period in 
the New Orleans School of Medicine. He was examined by the army board of physicians, 
and found qualified for the position to which he was appointed in the army. He graduated 
in 1866 from the New Orleans School of Medicine, and began the practice of his profession 
the same year at Wall Hill, where he has continued ever since. He has practiced in this place 
for twenty-five years, and is well known all over the county as a high-minded citizen and a 
successful physician. In his yonthful days he studied under Drs. Alexander and Mabry, aud 
ranks now as one among the leading physicians of Marshall county. He is now in partner- 
ship with Dr. Mims, who is also a suceessful physician of the county. In 1868 he was mar- 
ried to Miss Mary E. Moring, daughter of J. S. Moring and Lucy (Dunn) Moring, and their 
union has been blessed by the birth of two sons and three daughters: Henrietta W., J. 
Sidney, Robert W., Minnie and Carrie. Henrietta is a graduate of the Grenada Collegiate 
institute at Grenada, Miss., and J. Sidney is now taking a literary course at the University 
of Mississippi, at Oxford. Dr. Sharp has been a member of the Masonic fraternity for thirty 
years, and was worshipful master for two years of Albert Pike lodge No. 3885. He and Mrs. 
Sharp are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. He is also a member of the 
Tri-State Medical association of Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas. 

Thompson A. Shaw is one of the prosperous general merchants of Jefferson county, 
Miss., and by his superior managment and rare business ability and efficiency he has done 
not a little to advance the reputation the county enjoys as a commercial center. He needs 
no special introduction to the people of Jefferson county, for he was born here on the 30th of 
December, 1851, has always resided here and has taken a deep interest in the progress and 
development of this section. His great-grandfather was born in Ireland and became one of 
the early settlers of South Carolina, and in that state, T. B. Shaw, his son, was brought up, 
but in the early part of the present century became a resident of Jefferson county, Miss. 
Here his son, William Shaw, was born in 1818, his edueation being obtained in Oxford, Ohio. 
He was married in this state and county to Miss Mary A. McLaurin, a daughter of Peter 
MeLaurin, formerly of South Carolina. Mrs. Shaw was born in Copiah county, Miss., and to 
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her family of four sons and four daughters she is a most devoted and faithful mother. Mr. 
Shaw was a planter and merchant in this county until his death,which occurred in 1882. He 
was a member of the board of police, now called supervisors, for some time and held a number 
of other local positions of trust and honor, discharging his duties in a manner highly accept- 
able to his constituents. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and was of that moral 
and personal integrity, and clear, well-balanced, active intelligence, that adorns the private 
and public station. His third son, E. KE. Shaw, is a merchant and planter at the old home- 
stead; S. L. is also a merchant; William, the eldest, is a planter of Texas; one daughter is 
deceased; and the others are: Maggie A., Kate C.and Lelia. Thompson A. Shaw was given 
the advantages of the school of Zion Hill, and after he had obtained a good practical English 
education, he gave his attention to farming for several years. In 1885 he began merchandis- 
ing at McNair, in a very small way, his stock of goods being quite small but well chosen, and 
his store building his own. He has since added to both his store and stock, and his present 
stock of general merchandise is of goodly proportions and exceptionally well chosen. He 
is a model business man, for he is methodical, punctual and energetic, and he at all times 
shows the utmost courtesy to his patrons, and endeavors to meet their wants and wishes. He 
is the soul of honor, and is now one of the substantial merchants of the town. He was mar- 
ried in Franklin county, Miss., on the 17th of November, 1S72, to Miss E. J. Newman, daugh- 
ter of J. P. Newman, and to them the following children were born: Sidney T., Vernon W., 
Leta.L., AlmaC., 8. Pervis and Annie EK. Mrs. Shaw is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, and socially Mr. Shaw is a member of the Knights and Ladies of Honor. 

George B. Shelby is an energetic tiller of the soil of Bolivar county, Miss., and although 
he was born in Madison, Miss., on the 6th of October, 1S44, he has resided here the greater 
part of his life. He was the eleventh of thirteen children born to Mareus L. and Sarah 
(Barnes) Shelby, the former of whom was born in Kentucky, and the latter in South Caro- 
lina. Marcus D. Shelby came to this state about 1810, and died in 1852, ut the age of forty- 
nine years. He was the second of four children born to Moses and Martha Shelby. George 
B. Shelby is a lineal descendant of ex-Gov. Isaac Shelby, who was the first governor of 
the state of Kentucky. In 1865 he began to make his own way in the world, and that, too, 
under adverse circumstances, but by closely applying himself to business, he bent the force of 
circumstances to his will and has accumulated a fortune. He is a very extensive planter, and 
is the owner of one thousand acres of land valued at $25 per acre. He is one of the oldest 
settlers of the county, and by all who know him is regarded as a very worthy citizen, and a 
safe business man. His handsome and imposing residence is situated on Holmes Lake bayou, 
two and one-half miles west of Shelby, which is a wideawake and enterprising town named 
in honor of the Shelby family, and here he and his intelligent and amiable wife, who was Janie 
Poilevent, of Grenada, Miss., dispense the unbounded yet unostentatious hospitality for 
which the Southern people have so justly become famous. Mr. Shelby is a cultured and 
intelligent gentleman, and the education which he received in Madison college, at Sharon, 
. Madison county, Miss., has been broadened and strengthened by a business life, and by con- 
tact with the world. At the opening of the late war he joined Gen. Wirt Adams’ regiment, 
but at the end of six months was detached as a scout, in which capacity he served through- 
out the remainder of the war, rendering valuable aid to the Confederate cause. No 
braver or more faithful soldier ever served in the same capacity, and he was trusted and 
respected by his superior officers as well as being admired and liked by his brother soldiers. 
He is essentially a selfmade man, has always lived an active life, and has always believed 
that everybody should haye something to do and should endeavor to do it well. He has a 
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brother, Mareus D. Shelby, who is now sheriff of Conway county, Ark., where he has 
figured prominently in polities and has held the office of sheriff for several years. 

Hon. Oscar L. Shelby, merchant and planter, Huntington, Miss., was born in Hender- 
son county, Tenn., in 1843, and inherits Welsh blood from his paternal and Scotch-Irish 
blood from his maternal ancestors. The grandfather, Evan Shelby, was an early settler of 
North Carolina and the short-lived state of Franklin. He was a planter by oecupation. 
The maternal grandfather, Isaac McCallum, was also a native of the Old North state and a 
planter by pursuit. He left the state of his nativity and moved to Tennessee as early as 1815, 
there passing the closing scenes of his life. Wade Hampton and Judith (McCallum) 
Shelby, the parents of Oscar LL. Shelby, were natives of North Carolina, but the father moved 
to Tennessee at an early period. He was a planter by occupation, but also a physician of 
considerable prominence. He was an earnest advocate of the whig party, a leading local 
politician, and served as sheriff of Henderson county for some time. His death occurred in 
1854, and his wife followed him to the grave two years later. Both were devotees in the 
Christian church. Oscar L. Shelby grew to manhood in his native state, received his edu- 
eation in the common schools, and then entered upon the railroad of life as a schoolteacher. 
In 1858 he came to Mississippi, clerked at Bolivar Landing until 1861, and then returned to 
Tennessee, where he continued his former occupation. The same year he entered the com- 
pany of Henderson sharpshooters, afterward attached to the Twenty-seventh Tennessee 
infantry, and was a participant of the desperate battles of Shiloh and Corinth. After the 
last-named struggle he was promoted to the rank of second leutenant, and served in that 
capacity for some time. He was in the battles of Murfreesboro, Atlanta, Lovejoy Station, 
Franklin, and Nashville, where he was captured. At that time he was first lieutenant and was 
acting captain. He was retained until June 25, 1865, at Fort Delaware and thencame to Mis- 
sissippi, locating in Bolivar county, where he was soon appointed county assessor under 
Davidson. He then clerked for one year, and in 1870 was married to Mrs. Wilkerson, nee 
Cornelius, a native of Alabama. Later still he embarked in merchandising at Wilkerson 
(now Huntington), under the firm name of Shelby & Co., but carries a small stock of goods, 
mainly to furnish his hands. He is also interested in planting and has control of one thou- 
sand acres, with six hundred acres under cultivation. The town of Huntington has been 
built on the estate. He was justice in the seventies, then supervisor, and in 1889 he was 
elected a member of the lower house of the state legislature. He is active for general improve- 
ment but an opponent of rings and cliques. Although not perhaps a brilliant man in any 
respect, Mr. Shelby is exemplary in his conduct and example, and is most highly esteemed 
by the people of his county. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, the Knights of 
Pythias and the Knights of Honor. The Shelby family is a very old and prominent one, and 
has produced many men of note and distinction, after whom towns and counties in both Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky are named. - 

Pettus W. Shell is a representative merchant of Houston, Miss., who, by his untiring indus- 
try and exceptionally fine business qualifications, has built up a large and paying patronage. 
He was born in Newberry district, S. C., April 13, 1841, a son of Francis A. and Mary J. 
(Dugan) Shell, also natives of that state and county, the birth of the former occurring Jan- 
uary 6, 1796, and that of the latter September 19, LS03. The paternal grandfather was 
Stephen Shell. a Virginian, of Seotch-Irish descent, who was married to a Miss Jane Ellis, 
also of that state, and with her removed to South Carolina, probably about the year 1760. 
He was a minister of the Methodist church, devoting a considerable portion of his time to his 
ministerial duties, but also followed the calling of a planter, at which he became moderately 
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well to do. He reared a large family of children, to each of whom he gave the advantages of 
a practical education. His son, Francis A., spent his boyhood and early manhood in the state 
of his birth and his marriage with Miss Dugan took place about 1S22, she being a daughter 
of John and Nancy (Shell) Dugan. At the time of his leaving Newberry district, in 1845, 
he had aceuinulated a moderate competency at planting, and this occupation continued to 
receive his attention after locating in Chickasaw county, or what is now a portion of Clay 
county, Miss. In IS46, soon after coming to Mississippi, his wife died, having borne him 
ten children: John and Henry (twins), Robert L.. Elizabeth, Edward C., Morgan C., Will- 
iam W., Margaret C., Pettus W., and Mary W. The mother of these children was an ear- 
nest Christian, and had been a worthy member of the Methodist church the greater part of 
her hfe. In 1852 Mr. Shell was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Harrell, by whom he 
became the father of one child that died in infaney, the mother’s death occurring a few days 
after the birth of her child, about one vear after her marriage. After the death of his second 
wife Mr. Shell remained a widower until his death in’ October, 1868, at the age of sixty-nine 
years. He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, in which he was class 
leader and steward. Pettus W. Shell was attending the common schools when the war broke 
ont in IS61, but he immediately dropped his books and enlisted in the Confederate service, 
becoming a member of company A (Buena Vista rifles), Seventeenth Mississippi infantry, 
May 3, 1861, with which he served in the army of northern Virginia until the close of the 
war, most of the time a non-commissioned officer. He was in the battles of first Manassas, 
Ball’s bluff, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Chickamauga, charge of Fort Sanders, Knoxville, 
Tenn.; Wilderness (where he was wounded in the left leg), Spottsylvania courthouse, Cold 
Harbor, the engagements around Petersburg, the battle of Perryville, in valley of Virginia 
and others. In the last named contlict he was severely wounded in the right leg, which ter- 
minated his active service. He was paroled at Columbus, Miss., at the close of the war, and 
soon after began planting on rented land, but made such a sucvess of this business that at 
the end of three years he was enabled to purchase two hundred and eighty acres of land, 
which he tilled until the close of 1871. January, 1872, he and his brother, M. C. Shell, and 
brother-in-law, J. H. Smith, engaged in merchandising under the firm name of Shell, Smith 
& Shell, at Houston, Miss., but in 1874 Mr. Smith sold his interest to Col. J. L. S. Hill, and 
the firm naine was changed to Hill, Shell & Brother. At the close of the year 1879 Colonel 
Hill withdrew, selling his interest to his partners, M. C. and P. W. Shell, and the firm has 
since been Shell Brothers. Mr. Shell was married January 31, 1S66, to Miss Elmina West- 
brook, a native of Monroe county, Miss., where she was born in 1845, a daughter of James 
and Elmina (Glasgow) Westbrook. Mrs. Shell died August 11, 1S75, leaving one child, 
Maggie L., now the wife of J. M. Walker, of Oxford, Ala. Mr. Shell’s second wife was for- 
merly Miss Susie H. Matthews, who was born in Williamson county, Tenn.. April 12, 1850, 
their marriage being celebrated on the 2Sth day of November, [S7S. Tt resulted in the birth 
of three children: Frank A. S., Mary Matthews and Thomas Elkin. Mrs. Shell’s parents, 
Thomas and Mary Matthews, were Tennesseeans by birth, but about 1Sd7 became residents 
of Monroe county, Miss. Mr. Matthews was instantly killed by the lever of a cottonpress, 
October 15, 1870, in Monroe county, Miss. Mr. Shell is a democrat in politics, has been a 
member of the board of selectmen of Houston two terms, is a charter member of the Knights 
of the Golden Rule, and he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, in which he is a steward. Of the children born to Francis A. Shell, only three are 
now living: M.C., Margaret C. (wife of Dr. James R. Ford, of MeCondey, Miss.) and Pettus 


W.. Six sons were in the Confederate army, of whom only one returned unhurt: William 





Pt 
' 


Codlineae VE ite deter Paes wavelet darn yas wh is sality? 1 iw wilt ft sido 


= 


eval rin nsf aie % tle tiie. if. PL ern 










hivtva) “ya i i bean. 





ol actio A2OL dumely wash Wevert tins ait we DE bdivy wy unten ai) Das iy 1) * 
rnb walneal al to add at WE torent “(f2) gam a is D in itilols Yo 
ye Woon wally a vereeiios taidiii a bate banrito%0 bn 
of at Year ida vo “ie penta al uiinsel aohhe vidio eich o¥inoen 


D chielunghh yn Wiel jeniwh) vumbl bas aol eerily set 
if ble -t T ff rene am OW eae tfett 2 fneyin lt ei mani 
Tome DN wad he echo ooo a ude dan nd bak anita Juon, 
[ Mov Doilvelasihal salt o) sata ot betiion yaw Lf alt Gay ul old wd 
Purivepas vf ypobteatne hd iit ai Path dol! blidy sao Vo todtnl odd comnoud 7 
baht atth sesh ye alert ae rouo tootla Wiiie wel Yo dbridl std rosa 
hp dy 1 Te eT Ait Td well bk Readisior ode al aiw. 
t stoudyn i, ne itavvired gooey tei Wit od) to yadmerty a anw off HIBOY, 7 
notion of ynlbaabin sew Mad W wtiol Jruvieda bits tohael 
Ys Doleiine bow eaioed sil Degqaih ylodaibewmai ad hd, WAL ai ine, 
eas heres tase (aatin her PF euienth) A rupee To 1dined i yiticrool 
rang Y nvliven la “ates altni boveve of doldw dite fO8t & le 
HY 00 An da! avy Tira et denen “tant ound mil} to feos ee 
Hoge ryt 7 eae) {ry Brea el) cere rs e) serine doteber ci Mole witat 
2 [ f¥nf wal stininow saw at siitw) aeons ; sit 
if ivy? ta sbiind odl ~eneheetel Dome einen riya, salt sohiaH — 
Wi ohh att botany yleyovon wien Mifidos fom tell ail! ae ie han 
| ettetnoO tan biduta ass it Div De eVitohi wid betsaien ' 
y ne Hh ht Pret fedass uy garde wagsd yotia 110! a 
iy Bier J fom Owl gemiioginy cot Pulidene enw ad e1nAY owt lo Pte add ’ 
! they etd Hite oo STAD . AD apts iT TA ln od (pata boli oul thoiukw -_ 
© 9H oi) rebar tteifoiisel yin Gi bh NERS tat TT LY sWoL-ui-vosidond 
fat). tei eit Atoantien@ I 1 TAL vd tod aul i ai In Mol A 
ee) Lvte aaah alt tA creat ok dite TET of Huwisils aw anian pati ott 
hae lle ! Than DM es mii aid o-ut deorotat aid neilloe ,wotbel fiw a 
Moot wel lt ovianbh heii aw fede A oe joel ‘Wod@ soni souie 
ausardy ai errant aye etfaswroily eet fires dots lo evn A aloowt 
bral otl tenth fede Tl Oat = otbendpee WW Ce meuslty), anil bas 
bunts atHead® «af LA Bolt te joliiY? 20% le mtiw off ia Al sigy alk 
pf Wee a ayaod “enw ody swedtith off ghee wai a 
{ Wise Mae it f { pwd awort Fy Oph) et oh) wo hy idtient beak My sitive gain, viel} 
ict will i) eantotl baa awed galt el A wap sh : Aflila omtdi ta 
pabond VG. dered | a teins (il ren eens ovew pveulticlh ite bins esaaod'D 
to tavel ott yd belficl inetent ea wandiinl 2 enblh Uae nou to 


bie | te i} 1/ 2 a tf ae wire ren oR ivy nail his vou ban toil noblo®) ould Pn 


i vont Lvih hie ote lenpienieetl id). yates iniln woo BRT oT” wil yauon 


lis Bomnde eau ylaq adil to tis eteeboland oft at w18W BOR wie Mw 



































init cey tl) disoniely a sr Tlaheoan aette COE myvine if RAY {| eT vintodoO | 


POTS WIT th ah Ue dyatcevl ut aot: hey greusttsles Yo brad: silt lo yodloreses 


‘eon vet uae aslitite alt (Ol Bade pl eat ards ad iuok 
a) MH) yd, Heat wh te atin) y *) Jermyn OM “yar a won 





} 7 Dee 


756 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


W. died of fever at Richmond, Robert L. sickened. and died at Lynchburg, Henry was 
killed at Petersburg, while retiring froin picket duty, and John was the only one unburt. 
After the war he engaged in milling at Aberdeen, Miss., near which place he died in 1888, 
leaving a wife and three children, who are still living and reside in Clay county, Miss. 
Morgan C., was a clerk in and near West Point for a few years after becoming grown. He 
was married to Miss Sallie R. Huff, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of Daniel and 
Elizabeth (MeCullon) Hutf, who were born near Pulaski, Tenn. He was called upon to mourn 
the death of his wife in 1870, she having borne him two daughters and ason: Daniel H.; 
Mary E., wife of Rev. J. C. Park, of Strong station, Miss.; and Clemmie, wife of Dr. J. A. 
Evans, of Houston. Morgan C. Shell entered the Confederate army in 1862, and belonged 
to the Thirty-first Mississippi infantry. army of the Tennessee, with which he took part in 
the various campaigns and battles until the engavement at Franklin, when he was wounded 
in the ankle by a ball, which resulted in the loss of his leg. After the war he followed the 
calling of a clerk until he was elected to the office of county and probate clerk, in 1866, 
serving until the spring of 1869, when he re-engaged in clerking. This calling occupied his 
time and attention until 1872, when he and his brother and Mr. Smith, P. W. Shell’s 
brother-in-law, opened a mercantile establishment in Houston, Miss. He was married in 
1872, to Mrs. Sally M. Wilcox, widow of M. Wilcox, a lawyer of Okolona. The various mem- 
bers of the Shell family have been strict adherents of the principles of democracy and he 1s 
a member of the Masonic fraternity and served for a number of years as master of the 
lodge of Houston. He is a charter member of the Knights of the Golden Rule, and he, as 
well as the other members of his family, is a member of the Methodist Church South. 

David Shelton, one of the oldest residents of Jackson, and a prominent member of the 
bar, was born February 22, 1813, in Simith county, Tenn. His parents were James and 
Nancy (Marshall) Shelton, the latter being a distant relative of John Marshall. Both were 
born in Virginia, where they were married about the year 1509. The father of James, Will- 
iam Shelton, was a Virginian, and was a colonel in the Revolutionary war. Both families 
were of English ancestry. There were two children besides David, who is the eldest, who 
grew to maturity: William, who is a minister of the Baptist church, at present residing near 
Nashville, Tenn., and Henry, who resides in California. James Shelton was a planter by 
occupation, and passed from life in Tennessee in 1844, his widow surviving him about twenty 
years. The early life of David Shelton was spent on the plantation, attending the academy 
near home, until 1531, when he entered the University of Nashville, from which he was grad- 
uated in 1533. He then returned home, and for a year devoted himself to reading history. 
He then went to Nashville and became a law student in the ottice of Bux & Meigs. He was 
admitted to the bar at Nashville in the fall of 1835, and after taking part in a few law cases 
in Tennessee he removed to Mississippi, locating at Jackson in the fall of 1836, where he 
opened an office and began practicing his profession. He soon built up a large practice and 
was very successful at the bar. In politics he was a whig, and like the majority of that party 
was opposed to secession. In the fall of 1S6S he was a candidate for the state senate, run- 
ning under the new reconstruction measures against James R. Lynch. He was elected by 
the popular vote of the state, but the state rejected the constitution under which the legislat- 
ure was to be held. This was the only occasion of his being a candidate for any official posi- 
tion, preferring always to give his attention to his profession. He was married at Jackson in 
April, 1845, to Lavinia, daughter of Prior Lee. The issue of this union was eight children: 
James, Prior L., Maria, David, Lavinia, William, Lucy and Henry, all living but James and 
Henry. Of the members of the bar that were in Jackson when Mr. Shelton came, none are 
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now living. He had accumulated a good property when the war broke out, but during that long 
struggle he lost the greater part of it. His residence, which was in the suburbs of Jackson, 
was between the two lines, and the emergencies of war caused it to be laid in ashes. It was 
burned by order of the Confederate authorities, as it was affording a convenient protection to 
the Federal sharpshooters. For this loss he received no compensation from the Confederate 
government. 

S. M. Shelton is a lawyer of the firm of Birchett & Shelton, and was born in Hanover 
county, Va., on August 3, 1837, being the eldest of eight children born to W. C. and Ella 
(Masey) Shelton, the former of whom was a successful planter and a prominent citizen of 
his native state, Virginia. He is still living, but his wife died in 1870, she as well as Mr. 
Shelton, having belonged to old and prominent Virginia families. The paternal ancestors 
were of English origin and the maternal ancestors of Welsh descent. 5S. M. Shelton was 
educated in Hampton and Sidney college, Virginia, and in September, 1859, came to Missis- 
sippi to seek his fortune. He soon after began the study of Jaw with an uncle at Raymond, 
Miss., but upon the bursting of the war cloud which so long hovered over the country, he 
laid aside his books, and on April 20, 1861, enlisted in company A, Twelfth Mississippi regi- 
ment of infantry, with which he served until 1863, when he was transferred to company B, 
Forty-fourth Virginia regiment, and served until the battle of Spottsylvania courthouse on 
May, 1864, at which time he was captured and held as a prisoner of war until March, 1865, 
being near Appomattox courthouse at the time of Lee’s surrender. In 1866 Mr. Shelton 
returned to Mississippi and in January of the same year was admitted to the bar at Raymond. 
Since 1877 he has been a legal practitioner of Vicksburg, and was first associated in his 
practice with a Mr. Lee, the firm being Shelton & Lee, for two years, and from that time until 
1889 was associated with Mx. Crutche, the present firm being organized in 1890. This firm 
are the attorneys for the Alabama & Virginia railroad, the Merchants’ National bank, Sengers 
Manufacturing company, and the Stower’s urniture company. Myr. Shelton has been mar- 
ried twice, first to Miss Z. Imogene Gray, daughter of Joseph Gray, Hsq., of Raymond, 
Miss. Mrs. Shelton died in April, 1855, leavinga son and daughter: Annie EK. and Samuel 
Percy. His second union was to the sister of his first wife, Miss Annie Gray, in 1887. Mr. 
Shelton and his wife are members of the Presbyterian chureh, in which he is an elder, and 
has been superintendent of the Sunday-school since January, 1878. He is the owner of a 
fine residence in South Vicksburg aud is in good circumstances financially. Mr. Shelton is 
thoroughly posted in his profession, is a fluent and eloquent orator, and that his ability is 
known and recognized, is shown by his large clientage. 

Richard Butler Hooke Shepherd (deceased) was born in Virginia while bis parents were 
visiting there and is the son of Charles Moses Shepherd, of Shepherdstown, Va., which 
place was named in honor of the Shepherd of this family who first settled there. Moses 
Shepherd came to Louisiana at the age of seventeen years and engaged in sugar planting. 
He was born in 1801 and was married March 11, 1529, to Margaret Ann Hooke, of Wilkin- 
son county, who was the daughter of Captain Moses and Harriet (Butler) Hooke, the first 
settlers of this county and natives of Augusta, Me., and Carlisle, Penn., respectively. Har- 
riet was the sister of Col. Richard Butler (of whom further notice is made in this sketch), 
one of this county’s early settlers and prominent citizens. He entered the tract comprising 
the Woodstock plantation from the Spanish government, aud married but died in middle life 
and left no children. He was colonel in Gen. James Wilkinson’s army, stationed at Fort 
Adams. His father, William Butler, was the third son of the Duke of Ormond, of Ireland. 


He came to Pennsylvania when a young man, where he married and reared a large family. 
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Capt. Moses Hooke settled the place now known as the Salisbury plantation, adjoining the 
Woodstock plantation, both of which belonged to R. B. H. Shepherd. Moses Hooke was a 
captain in Wilkinson’s army, aud was a man of prominence and was intimately connected 
with the early history of this county. He died August 9, 1521, aged forty-four years. His 
wife was first married toa very old gentleman, who died within a wonth, and she was then 
married to Captain Hooke, by which union were born sons and daughters as follows: Moses 
J. (who died January 2, 1834, aged thirty-three years), Richard B. (who died November 2, 
1812, aged seven years); Sarah J. (who died September 5, 1819, aged nine years): William 
B. (who died September 26, 1837, aged twenty-three years); Richard B. (who died Septem 
ber 1, 1837, aged nineteen years); Margaret Ann Hooke, who married C. M. Shepherd, 
father of R. B. H.; Harriet, who first married a man named Tutle, and after his death-a 
Mr. Bennett. She died leaving no children. Moses Hooke died at Salisbury plantation and 
was buried with his sons and daughters. His widow was afterward married to a Mr. Brow- 
der, of Natchez, by whom was born one daughter, Jane, who married Pierre Buller 
McCutcheon, of Pass Christian, Miss. Mr. Browder was supposed to have been killed by 
the John H. Murrell pirates. Mrs. Browder died July 16, 1830, aged forty-three years. 
To Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Shepherd were born four sons and one daughter, who lived to be 
grown and one who died young: Charles Moses, Abram, Harriet H., Henry and Richard B. H. 
Francis died November 28, 1837, aged seven years. Charles Moses was a captain in the 
Confederate army from Louisiana, Abram was an invalid, Harriet first married Dr. Follen, 
of Mobile, and second Mr. McClelland, of New Orleans, and lived at Pass Christian, Miss. ; 
Richard Butler Hooke Shepherd, the subject of this memoir, entered his first school at Pass 
Christian, Miss., and from there to the grammar school] near Philadelphia, Penn., thence to 
the University of Virginia and from there to Dresden, the capital of Saxony, Germany, 
where he attended school for several years and completed his education. 

He returned to the United States during the late war, coming through the North, making 
his way to New Orleans, and joining the Confederate army at that place. He entered the 
cavalry service, and at one time was a member of General Briggs’ staff. He was also com- 
missioned second lieutenant. His brother Henry served in the same regiment, and with these 
two young men were the servants who went with them to serve their wants. These servants 
are now in the service of Mrs. K. B. Shepherd; they have always lived with the family. Mr. 
Shepherd served until the close of the war, and during this bloody period his uncle died, 
leaving him this fine plantation, where he resided until his death. He was married June 21, 
1871, to Miss Kate B. Morson, a beautiful and highly accomplished lady, a native of Vir- 
ginia, and daughter of Alexander and Maria (Berry) Morson, natives of Virginia, and prom- 
inent citizens on the Rappahannock, near Fredricksburg. Both of the parents are deceased; 
they had five children: Alexander, deceased: John Andrew, who is living in Mississippi, 
and is a retired planter: Arthur A, who lives near Jackson, Miss.; Susan 8., who died, aged 
fifteen years, then Mrs. Shepherd. Her parents having died when she was an infant, she 
was reared by her uncle James Morson, and educated by private tutors, and at the Southern 
Female college. She is a lady of fine attainments, and very high accomplishments, loved by 
all, and one of this county’s most charming women. She is the mother of four lovely cbil- 
dren, one of whom is deceased. Arthur M., the eldest, is a student at the Episcopal school, 
Sewanee, Tenn., and is very bright and promising; Kate B. and Margaret H., beautiful girls, 
are at Pass Christian, Miss., and Richard B. died at the age of eighteen months. Mr. and 
Mrs. Shepherd, with their family, were members of the Episcopal church. Mr. Shepherd, 
at his death, owned a fine estate. He was one of the county's most active and successful 
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men. The family are very highly respected, and own one of the most beautiful places in 
the county. Major Butler was a member of Gen. James Wilkinson’s army at Fort Adams, 
and was ordered by his commanding officer to have his queue cut off, but refused to obey, 
and was put under arrest. He soon after sickened and died. He gave orders about his 
burial; ‘ Bore a hole,’’ said he, ‘‘ through the bottom of my coflin, right under my head, ‘and 
let my queue hang through it, that the infernal old rascal may see that, even when dead, I 
refuse to obey his orders.’’ These directions were literally carried out. 

Robert C. Shepherd, one of the most successful business men of Yazoo county, is a native 
of the Buckeye state. He was born in Butler county January 7, 1835, aud is the second of 
a family of seven children of Daniel and Catherine (Clayton) Shepherd, natives of Pennsy|- 
vania and New Jersey, respectively. The father was reared in Ohio, and there received his 
education in the common schools. He was a contractor and builder by trade. In 1S49 he 
removed with his family to Mississippi, and located in Tallahatchie county, where be was 
engaged in railroad contracting. In 1853 he went to Marshall county, and there contracted 
for bridges and trestles on the Mississippi Central railroad. He remained in Marshall county 
until 1860, removing in that year to Arkansas, where he contracted for the construction of 
bridges and trestles on the Memphis & Little Rock railroad. In 1862 he enlisted in the 
Confederate army, and served bravely until he was killed in 1864, at Arkansas Post, where 
he was buried. He was ason of Stephen Shepherd, a native of Pennsylvania, of Welsh 
extraction. Robert C. was reared and educated in Ohio. At the age of seventeen years he 
accepted a situation as clerk of a steamboat plying the Yazoo river, between Yazoo City and 
Vicksburg. He held this position until 1862, when navigation was stopped by the fall of 
Memphis. During the war he was engaged in the civil service of the Confederate states, as 
he was physically unable for active duty. After the end of the war he was offered a situa- 
tion in a large mercantile establishment in Yazoo City, which he filled until the autumn of 
the same year, 1866, when he went into business for himself. He formed a partnership 
with W. H. Mangum, and in 1867 he purchased the entire stock, became sole proprietor, 
and the firm name was changed to R. C. Shepherd, general plantation supply business. His 
efforts have met with marked suecess, and he has accumulated a comfortable fortune, eon- 
sisting of real estate, mortgages, and bank stock. Upon the organization of the Yazoo City 
bank, in 1876, he invested largely in the stock, and was at once made president. Under his 
wise supervision the institution has been highly prosperous. The present capital stock is 
$100,000, with $50,000 surplus. He has large real estate interests in Chattanooga, Tenn. 
He was married in 1565 to Mary J. Fuque, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of John 
W. Fuque, a native of Virginia. Mrs. Shepherd died in 1873, mourned by all who knew 
her. Mr. Shepherd is a Mason, and although he is not a member of any church he is a lib- 
eral contributor to all religious movements. He has no aspirations to political honors, but 
lives a retired life, enjoying to the fullest extent the respect of the entire community. 

Dr. J. N. D. Shinkel is the third of seven children born to Isaac and Mary (Iaust- 
night) Shinkel, his birth occurring in Brookville, Hll., March 18, 1857. The parents were 
both natives of Pennsylvania and were of German and French origin respectively. The 
father followed the occupation of a merchant and settled in Hlinois at an early day. His 
death oceurred in 188d, at the age of fifty-nine years. The mother is now residing at 
Aurora, [1]. Dr. Shinkel attended the Rochelle high school, and in 1878S entered the Cornell 
university, New York, from which he graduated in the class of 188] in the course of science 
and letters. When about eighteen years of age he began the study of medicine, and when 
at Cornell took the medical preparation course. After graduating at the last-named insti- 
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tution he spent fifteen months in Europe, studying medicine at Vienna and London, after which 
he returned and took a regular course at Rush Medical college, Chicago, taking his degree 
from that college in 1S84. He was surgeon for the Longford Lumber company, of Canada, 
for one year, and in January, 1886, he came South, locating at Friar’s Point in the following 
month. Dr. Shinkel is a member of the Tri-State Medical society, and has been county 
physician for Coahoma county for the past five years. He is of literary taste and habits, 
often contributes to medical journals, and is a constant student of subjects relating to his 
profession. The Doctor contemplates another trip to Europe for especial study. Though 
not a specialist in surgery he has made especial study of those branches, and practices in 
those cases with great success. He is examiner for a number of life insurance companies 
and does considerable in that line. Miss Georgia Clindinning, who became his wife on the 
7th of November, 1888, is a native of Arkansas, and the daughter of J. A. and J. C. Clin- 
dinning. Her father was a planter and merchant at La Grange, Ark., and her mother was a 
member of the Alcorn family, her maiden name being Julia C. Alcorn. Dr. Shinkel was 
quite a noted athlete and oarsman in his college days; was stroke oar and captain of the col- 
lege crew, and for a time was commodore of the Cornell navy. He won many races, being 
stroke oar of a crew of four that made the best time on record. He is of medium size, 
compactly built, dark hair and eyes, and has a striking countenance. He is permanently 
located in Coahoma county, has a rapidly growing practice, and sees a bright future opening 
before him. Although solicited to remove to Memphis he thinks it best to remain among the 
people who have given him such a cordial reception here. The Doctor has recently tinished a 
very neat cottage, one of the neatest and coziest in town. He is one of the organizers of 
the Bank of Friar’s Point and has been a director in the same since. He is a member of 
‘the Masonic lodge and also the Knights of Pythias, Coahoma lodge No. 49. 

J. N. Shirley was born in Lauderdale county, Miss., in April, 1558, the fourth in a fam- 
ily of eight children born to J. P. and Sarah (Martin) Shirley, the former of whom was horn 
in North Carolina, and the latter in Greene county, Miss. The father was taken by his 
parents to Alabama when a small boy, and there resided until he was seventeen years of age, 
when he came to Mississippi and located in Landerdale county, where he still lives. Here 
he was married, and on the plantation on which he is now living he reared his family. He 
has made planting his chief occupation throughout life, never caring to enter political life, 
or to hold any public office. J. N. Shirley began the battle of life for himself when sixteen 
years of age, and when only eighteen years of age was married to Miss Nancy Dunham, of 
this county, and to them four sons and three daughters have been born: Arabella, Tolitha, 
Charles (deceased), Arthur, Julian and Justin (twins), and Ora. Although Mr. Shirley com- 
menced to make his own way in the world without a dollar, he has, by energy and strict 
attention to business, succeeded in getting a fair start in the world. In 1SS1I he opened a 
mercantile establishment, and to this calling has given the most of his attention since 
that time, but has also farmed more or less, and has been engaged in milling a part of the 
time. He began business in the southeastern part of Lauderdale county, where he 
remained until 1889, at which time he sold out and moved to his present location, thirteen 
and a half miles north of Meridian, where he had purchased a plantation of one hun- 
dred and twenty acres. On this plantation he opened his store, his stock of goods being 
worth at least $3,000, from whieh he derives an annual income of $15,000. He is a 
young man of excellent business qualifications, and thus far bas made a suecess of the enter- 
prises in which he has engaged, when many others would have failed. He is’ progres- 


sive, public-spirited aud intelligent, and makes a point of keeping well posted on the general 
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topics of the day, and up with the times in the business affairs of life. By his honorable 
methods of doing business and his many amiable and worthy traits of character, he has 
won the respect and esteem of all who know him, and he and his wife are gladly welcomed 
in the highest social circles. He and Mrs. Shirley are members of the Baptist church, 
and he has been liberal in his support of this as well as other churches. He is a patron of 
education; in fact all worthy enterprises receive his hearty support. 

Jordan P. Short, planter, Melrose, Miss., is the sixth of ten children born to Monroe 
and Lucinda (Harrison) Short, the father a native of North Carolina, and the mother of 
Tennessee. Monroe Short was an extensive planter of Mississippi, and an honored and 
highly respected citizen. He came to this state in 1S4S, settled in Panola county, and at 
the time of his death, which occurred in 1883, he had accumulated quite a fortune. He was 
of Scotch-Irish origin. His parents were James and Elizabeth Short. Mrs. Short’s father 
was W. H. Harrison, and the latter’s father was a cousin of ex-President Wiliam Henry 
Harrison. Jordan P. Short is a native of Panola county, Miss., born on the 22d of February, 
1852, and remained in the private schools of the same until sixteen years of age, when he 
attended school at White Creek Springs, Tenn.. for two years. He subsequently entered the 
William and Henry college of Virginia, but at the end of two years, on account of ill health, 
he was obliged to leave school, and since that time has been engaged in planting. He has 
been successful in this occupation, and is the owner of five thousand acres of land, two 
thousand five hundred acres under a fine state of cultivation. He has a beautiful residence, 
and everything about his place indicates the owner to be a man of enterprise and progress. 
Aside from his planting interests he is also engaged in merchandising, and carries a 
stock of goods valued at 33,000. Miss Mary W. Sorrels, who became his wife in 1877, was 
born in Mississippi, and is the daughter of Robert P. and Mary B. Sorrels. The fruits of 
this union have been seven children: Mary L., Lelia A., Bennie B., Robert S., Monroe and 
Jordan P., Jr., and Lillian L. Mr. Short and family are members of the Methodist church, 
and although he is a democrat in his political views, he is not an active partisan. He is 
liberal with his means to further all enterprises for the good of the county, and is a live, 
energetic young man. He stands very high in the estimation of the people, and wields a 
great deal of influence in his vicinity. In personal appearance he is tall, but not powerfully 
built, dark hair, gray eyes, and is considered a handsome man. 

Mrs. Laura Shotwell, widow of the late Bourboun Shotwell, was born in Nashville, 
Tenn., January 26, 1533, the elder of two children born to John G. and Anna (Work) Hay, 
both of whom were Kentuckians by birth. Mrs. Shotwell’s marriage to Mr. Shotwell took 
place in 184, her husband having been born in Madison county, Ala., September 2, 1829. 
His parents, Robert and Mary (Tallefano) Shotwell, were born in Georgia and Alabama, 
respectively. Bourboun Shotwell was reared in Lowndes and Madison counties, Miss., and 
was educated in Princeton and Bardstown, Ky., graduating from a college of the last- 
named place. After leaving school he read law, and was admitted to the bar in 1849, but 
his large planting interests occupied his attention so completely that he found no time to 
devote to the practice of his profession, and in time abandoned all thought of practice. He 
became the owner of large tracts of valuable land in Hinds, Scott, Holmes, Tallabatchie, 
Quitman and Coahoma counties, and was very thorough and practical in the management 
of his real estate. In 1863 he enlisted in the Confederate army, becoming a member of 
company A, Withers’ light artillery, and was a participant in the siege of Vicksburg, where 
he was wounded, but not seriously. He served until the close of the war, when he returned 
to his home, and once more assumed the duties of a planter, a calling he followed until his 
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works of Alabama; George came to Mississippi, and was a resident of Sharkey county uutil 
1886, when he moved to Bolivar county, where he died in 1887, leaving a wife, four sons and 
three daughters (he was a soldier in the Confederate army); James A. C. comes next in 
order of birth; Jackson V. also served in the Confederate army and is now residing in Ala- 
bama, and Isaac, who is also a resident of that state. Two little daughters died in infancy. 
The father of these children was born in 1799 and died in Alabama in 1552, having, during 
the last years of his life, followed farming. His wife was called from earth in 1838, in Ala- 
bama, both being worthy members of the Methodist Episcopal church at the time of their 
death. When only thirteen years of age James A. C. Shrader began earning his own living, 
one-half of his time being spent at farm work and the other balf in going to school. At 
the age of nineteen years he was married and began devoting himself to farming, continuing 
to reside in Alabama until 1856, when, with his family, he moved to Mississippi and took 
up his abode in the Yazoo delta, where, after a few years, be purchased some land, on which 
-he resided until 1863. Since that time he has been a resident of Sharkey county, but has 
only resided on his present plantation since 1869. He is the owner of several hundred 
acres of fine land, a considerable portion of which is under cultivation, and on which is 
located a good general store. He has been engaged in merchandising since 1876, but first 
conducted affairs on a very small scale,and gradually increased his business as his patronage 
demanded it, and now has a first-class stoek of goods and is doing a prosperous business. 
His wife, formerly Miss Mary EK. Logan, was born in Alabama, a daughter of James Logan, 
a planter of that state, and by her he has a family of four sons and two daughters, who 
are living at the present time: William Henry is married and resides on the Sunflower 
river; Samuel is married and lives near his father; W. P. is married, lives at home and is 
a bookkeeper in his father’s store; James resides at home; Isabella is now the wife of 
Charles Lewis; she was first married to J. A. Overby (deceased), a planter; Rosa is the 
wife of W. J. Clark, a planter of Washington county, Miss. Mary B., another daughter, 
became the wife of Charles Lewis, a merchant of Percy, Miss., and died at the age of twenty 
years; three other children died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Shrader are rearing a little 
orphan girl, Annie Hill, who is now in her twelfth year. Her parents died when she was 
very young, she being their only child, and she has since found a father and mother in her 
good friends, Mr. and Mrs. Shrader. Mr. Shrader is a typical Southerner, and, upon the 
opening of the Civil war, espoused the cause he considered right and just and enlisted from 
Yazoo county, Miss., in Withers’ light artillery, being taken prisoner at the siege of Vicks- 
burg. He was in the Chickasaw bayou fight, just before the engagement at Vicksburg, 
and after the siege he went to Texas, where he remained about one year. Upon returning 
to what is now Sharkey county, Miss., he was appointed by the governor as one of the 
members of the board of supervisors of the county, which office he efliciently filled for ten 
years. He is a democrat, politically, and he and his wife are members of the Universalist 
churehb. An organization of that faith, known as the Vickland church, was organized in 
1886 by J. C. Burruss, editor of the Universalist Herald, which he publishes in Alabama, 
with Rey. Pope as the first pastor, the latter being from Tlinois. There are about twenty- 
five members now on the roll. Mr. Shrader is a self-made man, is very highly respected 
and esteemed, is well to do, and is now residing in a beautiful residence, which has just 
been completed. 
Among the many enterprises necessary to complete the commercial resources of a town 
or city no one is of more importance to the community than the pharmacist, and prominent 


in this trade is John A. Shreve, who keeps one of the finest establishments of the kind in 
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the town of Port Gibson, his stock of goods being exceptionally large and well selected. He 
was born in Nelson county, Ky., August 12, 1554, being the eldest child of his father’s last 
marriage. A short sketch of his parents and brother Charles is given in the article imme- 
diately succeeding this. His brother, James B., is a resident of Chicago, and his sister, Ruth 
B., resides in Port Gibson, Miss., and is a thorough student of the New England conservatory 
.of music, Boston, Mass., being also a preceptress in the Port Gibson Female college. Jobn 
A. Shreve obtained his early scholastic training in the schools of Port Gibson and at a later 
period became a student in Forest academy, near Louisville, Ky., in which he received a full 
academic course, which has thoroughly fitted him for the active business life he has led. 
He made his debut in the business circles of Port Gibson at the age of twenty-two 
years, succeeding to his father’s fine drug establishment, and has proved himself a stir- 
ring, successful and popular business man. His aim is at all times to meet the wants of the 
public and to make his store the central emporium of trade in his line of goods. In addi- 
tion to a most complete line of pure drugs and chemicals he keeps the standard school 
books, stationery, ete., and in fact all articles that go to make up an admirable drug store. 
He is a gentleman of genial, social and refined tastes and always courteously and cordially 
attends upon the wants of his customers, his efforts to gratify their wishes and desires being 
fully appreciated, as is fully attested by the large patronage which he has gathered about 
him. On the 28th of February, 1877, he was married in Natchez, Miss., to Miss Sue Willie 
Wickliffe, a native of Kentucky, who was born in the town of Bardstown, being the next to 
the youngest in her parents’ family. The Wickliffe family is well known throughout the 
state of Kentucky, her great-uncle, Hon. Charles A. Wickliffe, having been governor of 
Kentucky and was also postmaster-general during President Tvler’s administration. Her 
great-grandfather, Robert Wickliffe, was a very prominent resident of Lexington, Ky. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Shreve a family of six children were born, only three of whom are living: 
Margaret H., born February 24, 1870, an attendant of Port Gibson Female college; Charles, 
boru August 16, 1881, and John, Jr., born August 18, 1886. Mr. Shreve has not been an 
active politician, but has always exercised his franchise for the democratic principles, and for 
men whom he deemed competent and honorable. He has been a member of the board of 
aldermen of Port Gibson, Miss., for a number of years, and his marked ability and his 
individual efforts in the interests of his city were so generally observed by the citizens, his 
constituents and associates, that upon his resignation a beautiful tribute was paid him in the 
form of a testimonial which was recorded in the minutes of the municipal body and a memo- 
rial copy presented him. Ior a number of years he was a trustee of the Port Gibson 
academy, a position he also filled with distinction after the incorporation of the Chamber. 
Jain Hunt academy. In his religious views he is a churchman and is a member and yestry- 
man of St. James Episcopal church at Port Gibson, of which church his wife is also a mem- 
ber. Mr. Shreve is one of that type of men who present a strong example for the younger 
generation to follow, for his life has been strictly upright and he has endeavored to follow 
the teachings of the Golden Rule. As far as he can at present judge he and his wife 
expect to make Port Gibson their future home, where, by their many kind, disinterested and 
benevolent deeds, as well as by their many admirable social qualities, they have gathered 
about them a host of warm admirers and friends. 

‘In memory of Mr. Charles Shreve, who died of yellow fever August 31, 1S7S; Mrs. 
Margaret Shreve, his beloved wife, who died September 9, 1S78, and their son Charles 
Shreve, who died September 11, 1878. The terrible scourge of yellow fever carried to their 


graves these excellent people, whose demise caused a pall to spread over our entire city. The 
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position Mr. Shreve held in this community, the integrity of his character, and his benevo- 
lent disposition render his death a serious public calamity and an irreparable loss to many 
who confided in him as a friend and a counselor. My. Shreve was born in Mount Holly, 
Burlington county, N. J., November 25, 1813. He was the fourth son of Charles and 
Rebecca (Cox) Shreve. He was left early without parental privileges, and was reared by an 
aunt who belonged to an old Quaker family. His paternal grandparents came to this country 
from Holland in the early part of the eighteenth century and settled in Burlington county, 
N. J. His maternal grandparents came from Scotland about the same time and settled in 
the same place. Dr. Alexander Ross, his great-grandfather, came to this country after com- 
pleting his course in Edinburgh university. He was an uncle of the Hon. John Ross, chief 
of the Cherokee nation, whose descendants have been the most prominent and inflnential 
men of the nation for many years. He was married to a Miss Becket, whose mother, a Miss 
De Normandie, belonged to a French Protestant family who fled from France after the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes. His mother, Rebecca (Cox) Shreve, was the daughter of 
Richard and Jane (Ross) Cox. Richard Cox was a major in the Revolutionary war. Mr. 
Shreve was twice married—first to Miss Corianna H. Brashear, of Kentucky, July 21, 1846, 
who died in Buffalo, N. Y., August 13, 1850. He was married, a second time, to Miss 
Margaret B. Hackley, of Kentucky, in August, 1853. He left one child by his first wife, 
Robert S. Shreve, now of Louisville, Ky., and four by his second wife, one of whom, 
Charles Shreve, died a few days after his father. Mr. Shreve began life in that county’s 
speculative age, when young men sought to lay the foundation for business by learning the 
principles of a profession. When about fifteen years of age he was received as an appren- 
tice into the well-known drug firm of John Hart, in the city of Philadelphia, and there by 
patience and industry he qualified himself for a sigually successful business man. He first 
came South in October, 1835, and after remaining a few weeks in Natchez came to Port Gib- 
son and entered the drug store of Samuel P. Bernard, where he remained as clerk till 1836, 
when he went to Grand Gulf, where he coutinued in business until 1852, when he finally 
settled in Port Gibson. As a man of honor and integrity Mr. Shreve had no superiors. 
The nobility of his character won for him the highest esteem of his fellow-citizens. The 
_ideal of his life was raised above the plane on which suspicion and criticism are wont to link. 
There was nothing covert or ambiguous about him. He would never allow himself to stand 
in a false position, and his fidelity to truth was unswerving. As a business man he was the 
full representative type of those old-fashioned principles which have become almost obsolete. 
He relied on industry, economy and strict perseverance as the elements of success. His 
economy was gilded with benevolence. The poor could pay a noble tribute to his memory. 
As aman of moral rectitude and sincerity of purpose Charles Shreve had no superior in 
Port Gibson. He was a thorough Christian gentleman and resigned himself complacently 
to his Almighty. Mrs. Shreve survived her husband but a few days. For many years she 
had been an invalid. She was born in Bardstown, Ky., where she continued to live until 
1853, when she married Mr. Shreve, and came to Mississippi. For many years she had 
been a member of the Presbyterian church. She was affectionate and kind in her domestic 
relations, to which she particularly resigned herself. She was entirely free from all ostenta- 
tion or fondness for display. There is no compensation for the loss of a loving, faithful 
mother. In a few days Charles Shreve, Jr., died, in the twenty-third year of his 
age. He was a model young man, and was just budding into useful manhood. His 
moral character was unimpeachable, and he at all times exerted a wholesome influence over 
his associates. He had chosen the medical profession as his life duty, and had been read- 
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ing under the directions of Dr. Russell with a view of attending the next term of lectures 
in the Jefferson (Philadelphia) Medical college. He was a young man of more than ordinary 
attainments naturally. He was advised to flee from the terrible scourge, but sacrificed his 
young life to remain with his adored parents. Thus were consigned to the tomb three per- 
sonages in the history of Port Gibsou who were central figures in its business and social 
arena.’’ 

Hon. Joseph K. Shrock, a prominent farmer and merchant of Attala county, Miss., was 
born in Kershaw district, S. C., on the 6th of May, 1821, and is next to the youngest of 
seven children born to Henry and Mary (Fletcher) Shrock. The father was born in Penn- 
sylvania, and was of German descent. When a youth he went to South Carolina, married 
Miss Mary Fletcher, who was of Irish descent, and in 18384 came to Madison county, Miss., 
entering three hundred and twenty acres of land near Camden. He served with the South Caro- 
lina troops in the War of 1812. He was a hard-working, industrious man, but owing to hard 
times and security debts he lost the most of his property in his old age. His death oceurred 
in Madison county in 1854. The mother had died in 1824. Our subject’s paternal grand- 
father was a native of Germany, and immigrated to the United States at an early day, settling 
jin Pennsylvania. Of the seven children born to the above mentioned union, six grew to 
maturity, but only two, besides our subject, are now living: Elizabeth Purivance, of Cam- 
den, and Nancy A. Shrock, who makes her home for the most part with Joseph K. The 
latter became thoroughly familiar with the duties of farm life at an early age, but owing 
to his father’s straightened circumstances his educational advantages were limited. How. 
ever, his greatest disire was for a thorough education, and he took advantage of every 
opportunity to perfect himself in his studies. He was also favored in one or two instances, 
when he received instruction from a very thorough educator of the time. In this way he 
fitted himself for teaching, but owing to a delicate constitution he was obliged to abandon 
his intention of securing a coliegiate education, being several times almost prosirated by over- 
exertion. Having taught several terms of school with gratifying suecess he entered a store 
as clerk, in Camden, and there remained in that capacity until 1847, when he and Mr. Pur- 
viance purchased the store and stock of goods. From that time until 1859 they carried on 
the most extensive business of any firm in Madison county, their sales in dry goods alone 
amounting to from $30,00) to $40,000 per annum, while in other lines it was in proportion. 
Ju 1859, on account of ill health, Mr. Shroek sold ont his interest in the business, and bought 
twelve bundred acres of Jand in the edge of Attala county, having on it a steam saw and grist- 
mill. Living on this farm during the dark and stormy days of the Civil war, and surrounded 
by a community of needy white people. Mr. Shrock’s mill was the means of relieving a great 
deal of the suffering. He assisted in clothing and feeding the destitute, and having a prac- 
tical knowledge of physic he ministered to the physical wants of the community in many 
cases where medical skill could not be obtained. So skillfal did he become in this that even 
to this day his advice in sickness is called into use as much as any M. D. in the vicinity. In 
1860 Mr. Shrock built a store and put ia a stock of general merchandise, which he has largely 
increased from time to time. As he is well advanced in years he has taken his sons into 
partnership with him, and the firm isnow known as Sbrock Bros. & Co. They do a general 
merchandise and supply business, and their stock invoices about $6,000. In polities Mr. 
Shrock is a conservative democrat, and in [875 and 1876 he represented Attala county in 
the legislature. He was married on the 15th of October, ISS, to Miss Caroline Titler, a 
daughter of William and Eliza Fider. Mr. Vitler was born in Pennsylvania, and of a 
wealthy family of Philadelphia. To Mr. and Mrs. Shrock have been bora seven children, 
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six of whom are living. Mrs. Shrock died in 1880. Socially Mr. Shrock is a Chapter 
Mason, aud he is a liberal contributor to all worthy enterprises. 

Among the prominent members of the planting community of Anding, Miss., is Cole- 
man ©. Sibley. He is a native of Madison county, Miss., born September 14, 1835, and is 
the eldest of a family of three children. His parents were John and Matilde (Thrasher) 
Sibley. The father was a native of Tennessee, and was engaged in planting the greater 
part of his life. He was among the earliest settlers of Madison county, and was a witness 
to its development from a wild, uncultivated: country to a fertile group of plantations. He 
died in 1854. The paternal grandfather was Jesse Sibley, a native of South Carolina. 
Coleman C. was brought up amid the scenes of his birth, and acquired his education in the 
private schools. He chose for his vocation in life that of planting, and is the owner of six 
hundred and ninety acres of choice land. He has through his own efforts places of one hun- 
dred and seventy-five acres under cultivation. He has for many years been a leader of the 
democratic party in his county. He was elected to the office of assessor of the county in 
1865, and again in 1866 and 1867, being removed by the government. He was also justice 
of the peace four years. He was a soldier in the Civil war, enlisting in 1861 in company I, 
Eighteenth Mississippi volunteer infantry, and serving until the close of the conflict. He 
was in the following named battles: Manassas, Leesburg, seven days’ fight around Richmond, 
the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, Sharpsburg, Chickamauga. In the 
battle of Petersburg he was seriously wounded in his left arm, which was finally amputated; 
he was carried to the hospital in Richmond, where he remained six weeks; he then returned 
to his home and did not reénter the service. Mr. Sibley was married in 1865 to Miss Mary 
K. Lee, a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of John and Susana Lee, natives, respectively, 
of South Carolina and of Georgia. They have had born to them seven children, Susanah 
I. (deceased), Carrie B., John A., Adolphus M. and Jesse E. (twins), and Edwin and Ethel. The 
parents are worthy members of the Missionary Baptist church. Myr. Sibley is connected 
with the I. O. O. I. fraternity, and also with the Farmers’ Alliance. Movements of public 
interest have ever received his sympathy and aid, and he has always been held in the highest 
esteem as a citizen and neighbor. 

Hon. Walter Sillers, one of the younger members of the Bolivar county bar, is a native 
of Jefferson county, Miss., born 1852, and the youngest of three children born to Joseph and 
Matilda (Clark) Sillers, the father a native of Mississippi and the mother of Ohio. The 
father followed the occupation of a planter and in 1854 came to Bolivar county, settling on 
Lake Beulah, where he opened a large plantation. He became one of the influential men of 
the county. In 1862 he entered the Confederate army in Colonel Montgomery’s company 
and was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. He was taken prisoner in 1S64, and died in the 
prison at Vicksburg in April, 1565. He was also a veteran in the Mexican war; was in Cap- 
tain Crump’s company and Col. Jefferson Davis’ regiment. The mother was a sister of Goy- 
ernor Clark. The paternal grandfather, James Sillers, was a native of North Carolina. He 
came to Mississippi at an early period in that state’s history, settled in Jefferson county, and 
became one of the most extensive planters of his time. He reared a large family of chil- 
dren, and his descendants are residing principally in Mississippi. Much of the youth and 
early manhood of Walter Sillers was spent in the school at Oxford, Miss., and after finishing 
his literary education, or in IS74, he entered the office of Colonel Montgomery, where he 
began the study of law. In the following year he was admitted to the bar at Rosedale and 
immediately began practicing his profession, although in connection he also carried on plant- 
ing. He is the owner of one thousand acres of land, with six hundred acres under cultiya- 
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tion, and has cleared about two hundred acres himself. He owns a good residence in Rose- 
dale and other town property. He has been twice married, first in 1880, to Miss Ida 
Gayden, a native of Bolivar county, who died in 1883, leaving one child, Maud, and his 
second marriage occurred in 1887 to Miss Florence Warfield, a daughter of Colonel War- 
field, of Kentucky. Two interesting children have blessed the last union—Walter and 
Mary. Mrs. Sillers is a member of the Presbyterian church, and Mr. Sillers is a menber of 
the Knights of Honor and Knights of Pythias orders. He is an active politician, and has 
been county attorney for the past eight years. In 1886 he was a member of the general 
assembly. 

Like all native Mississippians who come of prominent families, Dr. J. LL. Simmons, drug- 
gist, Clarksdale, Miss., is of an energetic, enterprising and intelligent disposition. He was 
the third of four children born to the union of Stearne and Elizabeth (Harper) Simmons, both 
natives of the state of Georgia. The father came to Yalobusha county, Miss., in 1830, 
cleared many acres of land and became one of the prominent planters of that section. He died 
in 1847 and the mother received her final summons about the same time. Both were con- 
sistent members of the Baptist church. Dr. J. L. Simmons was reared in Yalobusha county, 
received a thorough literary education there, and began the study of medicine in the office of 
a physician about 1858. He soon after entered the University of Louisiana and graduated 
from that institution in the class of 1861; then filled with a strong desire to aid the Southern 
cause he enlisted in company F, Twenty-first Mississippi regiment, and was in the battles 
around Richmond in 1862. He also participated in the battles of Harper’s erry, Antietam, 
Gettysburg, and others, about eight in all. He was captured at the last-named engagement, 
but was released just prior to the surrender. Afterward the Doctor located near Dublin, 
Coahoma county, practiced his profession there for five years and then went to Friar’s Point, 
where he started a drug store, at that time the only one in the county. In ISS4 he came to 
Ciarksdaie and started his present business, erecting a good business building. He carries a 
full line of drugs, cigars, tobacco, toilet articles, paints, oils and every description of druc- 
gists’ sundries usually kept in a first-class store. In 1872 he was wedded to Miss Anna Davis, 
of Marshall county, and the daughter of Maj. W. L. Davis, a planter of that county. The 
fruits of thisunion have been three children—two sons and a daughter: Fanme, Lawrence and 
William. The Doctor is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of Honor 
orders. He is president of the Clarksdale Compress and Warehouse company, vice president 
of the Clarksdale Bank and Trust company, and is a stockholder in the Clarksdale Brick 
and Manufacturing company. In politics he is a_stanch democrat, and has held 
a number of offices of trust and honor. He held the office of treasurer of Coahoma county for 
eight years, is at present a member of the board of aldermen and treasurer of Clarksdale. 
Dr. Simmons is the owner of six hundred acres of fine landin Texas, all well improved and an 
excellent piece of property. He also owns two hundred and seventy acres near Clarksdale, 
one hundred and thirty-five acres in cultivation. He is a good business man and has accumu- 
lated considerable property. He has retired from the practice of his profession. The Doctor 
is above the medium hight, has brown hair and beard and is a fine-looking man. 

Hon. Peter Simmons, planter, Lexington, Miss. Captain Simmons was born in Iranklin 
county, Tenn., on November 8, 1831, and was the eldest of a family of four sons and two 
daughters born to Capt. John and Ann (Hudnall) Simmons, both native Virgimians. The father 
was born in Bedford county, in 1796, went to middle Tennessee when a young man and 
there received his education. He was a man of superior literary taste and ability. He 
followed merchandising and planting in Tennessee until 1830, when he came to Mississippi, 
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made a location, and then returned to move his family there. They settled in Madison 
county in 1532, opened a large plantation, and Mr. Simmons became one of the wealthy and 
prominent men of the county. He resided there for forty years and then moved to Yazoo 
county, where his death occurred in ISSO. His wife received her final summons five years 
later. Of the six children born to this union Hon. Peter and two sisters are the only 
survivors. The sons were all planters, and one of them, John, was one of Walker’s soldiers 
and assisted in Nicarauga. Another son, William, was a soldier in the Confederate army, and 
Benjamin, the third son, also served in the Confederate army, holding the rank of Neutenant 
and was acting colonel of his regiment when killed. The two daughters, Mrs. Marietta 
Walker and Mrs. Bettes Cowan, are widows and are residents of Yazoo City. Capt. Peter 
Simmons passed his boyhood days in Madison county, and was educated at La Grange college, 
near Louisville, Ky., graduating in the class of 1800. He then returned home and remained 
with his father, assisting on the plantation, for several years. He subsequently began 
merchandising in Canton, sold goods there a few years, and then moved to Kosciusko county, 
where he carried on merchandising up to 1859. He was married in Holmes county in May of 
that year to Miss Margaret D., daughter of Col. W. H. Johnston, of Holmes county, but 
formerly from Louisiana, and a brother of Gov. Isaac Johnston of Louisiana. After his 
marriage Captain Simmons settled in Holmes county, near Tchula, and has been a planter in 
‘that and Yazoo counties ever since. He bought residence property and located his family in 
Lexington in 1865, and there has made his home up to the present time. He has a beautiful 
suburban home in the western part of the town, and has everything comfortable and convenient 
about his place. During the war he served in the state militia, and first belonged to an 
independent company for home protection and was stationed at Grenada and Holly Springs. 
He was captain of his company and was in some skirmishes. but no general engagements. 
He has ever been active in politics; was elected chancery clerk in 1875, and held that 
position four consecutive years. In 1555 he was elected to represent Holmes and Yazoo 
counties in the legislature, served with credit and efficiency, and during that time was a 
member of several committees. He is a member of the Knights of Honor and the Knights of 
Pythias, and he and Mrs. Simmons are worthy members of the Presbyterian church, in which 
she takes a deep interest. They have reared two children: Mrs. Tullia Johnson, wife of J. 
C. Pinkerton, of Lexington, and Miss Maggie P. Simmons, attending college at Pass 
Christian institute, will graduate this year (IS91). Mr. and Mrs. Simmons have one grand- 
child, Katheryn Pinkerton. 

Col. John M. Simonton Shannon has been so closely identified with the history of Lee 
county, Miss., that a sketch of his personal career is a desirable addition to this work. He 
was born in Lawrence county, Tenn., in 1830, and is a son of Gilbreath F. and Evelina 
(Buchanan) Simonton, The father was born May 18, 1799, in North Carolina. and was a 
son of John Simonton, a native of North Carolina. The paternal ancestors emigrated from 
Scotland to America, aud served as soldiers in the Revolutionary war. The grandfather of 
our subject was a thriffy planter, and at one time owned twelve thousand acres of land in 
Tennessee, which he divided among his children. He married Jane Falls, a native of North 
Carolina, a daughter of Major Talls, of Revolutionary fame, who was killed at the battle of 
R= 


planter by occupation. Politically he was a stanch Whig, but was not an aspirant to public 
) ) g ! 


mill. Gilbreath T°. Simonton was reared in Tennessee, and was a merchant and 





office. In 1850 he removed to Mississippi, settling first at Carmenyo:; later he went to 
Shannon, where he passed the remainder of his days. He died July 24, ISS1. His wife was 
born in 1S14, and died March 21, IS78. She was a devoted member of the Primitive Baptist 


"7 
a> 
i 
i 
i 
’ 
t 
i 
ra 
i 
' 
7 
} 
nN 
i 
‘ 
ti 
4 
i 
f 
; 
‘i 
4 
fi 
; 
} fi 


=" 
Linw od) lo (ane somegt eta We Aes aleetant Je ngaul ene 


jae sutolyl tive ed Lbelawle Bi of er) sh ene ue wPHTTOSRGOD on andthe 


it dolods anrretydeer4t odd to eralaram viltivow + gomimnie wt hos onl few err teas 









































Pt 
oh yenil ehlagett boa seen ’ 


i Lanvin edb Bane cond, vive } wal ees ult -_~ | - ; ghia ld To. Rg 


Weevsi tity Toa "‘" tt hy Wee) " ali ni ft (ART 4 Leanway HOt aT a} Ht 
' wer hon tied welt neiaw ohis inf ier? 
ine ] hts ban perohante a ori 
ji ly } lin i iy? aria Mikve i tyr smaut sth Soot 


‘lL Vo shite sakt aatite teal CRT SPATS 4 bewree. wale hice fat, onl iossieoth 7 


deurh dod. abl Fiuah fish sues WGnkeTges wit te forteloe yititon anw boa 
) wos to <iuabiaus are bras hiw wie sewed eottell wll bun acllaW 


bora Yerotst “Rr J Le Dey ne Lee ty iat fi shy frag i «l viel Drsveeseney minouunennet 
ai) frmviinias mad} abt ~ Cede ly lo odd mi y ieshaag, edt elliveisod ae, % 
4 Rh LEDERER OF iI peleoh ai { { oil jie) sont hatinets woulda aul rive 7 


WistoZT oy havo al) Deu 2isey 097 » enol) ohooy blue .sotan? th polethunidonen 
on vaatoH ni betwen eew oh, 8641 of qu puisihuadowieag boinno ett wrod 
HTL to wrelerdoh. EF fot hu satdlosily onin walt guilt, of ee haselt), 
Lie wetsodet soyel vot) lo sedtow « buy acieived amott iplisonxat ; 
Ii i { hyres fol sae. Qin. aumibokt i lool tos steers sdadegens: oyna 


i hevhwotb) Wak y Pree aey ooo heey dubepese of wh oocgie Toe eolbes ose X bun ind 
! ch ta NOE ASSO CE OD cent Gare OY wird olor oel covet Fouua a) ai wulgninod 
UA TIOM UG “Ul i Py ta tS Siseh Epes obyrtyd [7] Puy we teen) if ish tihy anne naieaitaah 








f devil Dur yaritins sfeda sd) ot boytee of row ot maint ° emily wi dod 
i howe Js. Detotete gow Ban woitoedond sunud 10 (asi ation jasbare xyobett 
fives on dol aadet ia ae wl suv hun cae two eld io (tate so BiWw Oo 
io bar 1 wwéln vais bateaio amw je lout Abi srilog gaod 1470, asd al 


wy 





neil) fy ones Tene tier atiw Sowa ug 
{ i icy fetal wht bo wedi | i wien Uocnte eae 


tae he athta Dh xd ve Etinh od bare wk vod Amytoturi, apeely : elat och 
puglion “nila covenrie “Tail iM box wtodpiizanl lo. .potwmdaif-d 

: B 7 “ . - . . ae 
bis AM «10A1) see Hid? oteohery [hv ,sipiient waited!) 


Hohl D seqsodinal Jtinto 





: 1 “het 

/ J it = seed smal octal , O hiro ie Me aot iy dod. ~. 

o ih wipe Lesweyne with by slodoate yt Haul i outa 
TL I hel a, ool? bho” our ii vod vow a 


winter) dnov at SRV ALD pelt asod aew x Cad alt windward (umidontl) a 


fenteowin Inereisg al® cetlom) dsnoK lo ovitea »,coinomia adol to gor — 
wg ott sew eruntuishovadt oti of extiblor en bovisedun sottremAéA of haaliosd 


f 


ig e908 Dbonenodi ovhead hewn oni epo is hoe otasly ¢tlinds s-eew Jovidae wo 





lovitoa & yctle't souk borsa, oH, deablido aul yaome bobivib eal vial w PORZANTE f im 
nf : " j r * hi ¢ : 
edt te balbal anv uly ,oiee) yntetinlorell Vw atin ie Fe 10 xottfgunl. B yenilow 7 
ip 4h hee ocoproog'T pi Sex aay ‘wohncani® J f Wierda. . Mion | ae 


joe as fod enw tad onl donee es enw od wilagitilod _woidaqarae wd vohatg 


yawn) ae fe, Yeiltpor a. ow! bevomer at G6Bk ab . ssifto 
441 2S el bosik oe 24h aid lo whnineis, off berenq ad rosy apace 9 
mivl ult 26 elereue bedorel ay ame - PLR tS donne boil bo bLer hod 


7710 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


church, and was a woman of unusual force of character. They reared a family of eight 
children to mature years; two died in infancy: Dr. William F., G. F°., Kthe Jane, Haney 
B., Robert Ross, Mrs. E. J. Raspberry, Mrs. Sarah A. Thomison, Mrs. Evelina M. Lowe, 
Margaret Ei. and John M. Colonel Simonton was educated in the common schools, and in 
the fall of 1S50 he engaged in business at Carmengo, Miss. For six years he carried on a 
thriving trade, and then removed to Shannon, where he formed a partnership with Mr. 
Buchanan. In 185) he was elected to the senate. When the war broke out he resivned his 
place in the senate, left his store in the hands of au agent, and went to the defense of 
the Southern cause. After the close of the struge¢le he was interested for a time in a saw- 
mill, and also gave some attention to farming. He was united in marriage to Miss N. Ruth 
Potter, of Giles county, Tenn., a daughter of W. W. Potter. Her father was a vraduate of 
Yale college, and was one of the pioneer educators of the South. Mrs. Simonton was born 
in 1835, and died in 1881. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church from 
childhood. Six children were boru to the Colonel and his wife: Sarah E., wife of James 
K. Whitesides; Anna Ethe, Ruth P., John M., Jr., Gilbreath P. and William W. Our 
subject was married, a second time, April 8, 1SS5, to Miss Flora Porter, of Aberdeen, Miss., a 
daughter of Benjamin F. Porter. Colonel Simonton enlisted in the Confederate service, and 
from the beginning scemed destined to meet all the horrors of war, as well as to receive the 
honors and distinction which courage confers. To trace his steps through all those tive 
years of carnage would only serve to awaken the bitterness of the saddest of experiences. He 
was in many of the most noted engagements of the war, and was often thrown in the closest 
relationship with his superior officers. His great care for the men under his command won 
him innumerable stanch friends, who to this day are filled with gratitude to him. He had 
the greatest courtesy shown him on many occasious by the officers of the opposing side, and 
certainly gleaned all the sweet that was mixed with the bitter. He was promoted from one 
rank to another, until be was finaily made coionel of the First Mississippi infautry. He 
suffered some severe bodily ailments during his service, and had one operation which nearly 
cost him his life. After the war was ended he represented his district in the first session of 
the state senate, and was elected to the reconstruction convention in 1885. In [S66 he was 
elected to the senate to represent the district composed of Itawamba county, and was elected 
president of that body, but was not permitted to serve out his term, for reasons of disfran- 
chisement under the reconstruction acts of congress. He was relieved from disability by the 
general act of congress; elected to the senate from district composed of the counties of 
Itawamba, Monroe and Lee, in 1SS4, and for five years discharged the duties of this office. 
In 1890 he was a member of the constitutional convention. He has been chairman of some 
very important committees in the senate, where his excellent judgment gives his opinions 
much weight. He has always taken a deep interest in the welfare of the South, and has 
manifested that interest by an unflinching devotion to his rights of citizenship. He is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and belongs to the Cumberland Presbyterian church. 

C. A. Simpson, Pass Christian, special deputy collector of customs of the Pearl River 
district, Miss., was born in the city of New York, January 8, 1850, and is a son of C. A. and 
Mary (Malay) Simpson, natives of Ireland. The parents immigrated to America, landing in 
New York city; there the father died in 1859. They reared six children, three of whom are 
living: John (superintendent of immigration, New York city), Rosanna, and C, A. (the subject 
of this biographical notice). After the death of the father, in 1863, the mother removed to 
Mound City, Tl. She was married again in 1S62 to Thomas Ryan, who was a shipearpenter 
and foreman of the navy yard at Mound City. He died in Texas, and the mother came to 
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Mississippi in 1867, and loeated at Pass Christian, where she now resides. She has been 
postmistress at that place for eight years. C. A. Simpson was a child of eight years when 
he came to Mississippi, aud received his education af Pass Christian college. He mastered 
the art of telegraphy, and was made station agent at the Pass. He filled this position for 
five years, and for the following fifteen years was in the employ of the Louisville & Nash- 
ville railroad. He has been prominently identified with the political history of Pass Chris- 
tian, having served as postmaster and as mayor. He turned the office of postmaster over to 
his mother in ISST, when he was appointed deputy collector of customs at Pascagoula. In 
1S85 he went out of office under President Cleveland, and for two years was lessee and 
manager of the railroad eating house at Hattiesburg, Miss. © He then purchased an English 
ship and took her to British Honduras, where he sold her for a good sum of money. In ISS9 
he was appointed to the office he now fills. © Mr. Simpson has always been a stanch repub- 
hiean, and has worked zealously in the interest of his party. He was a delegate to the national 
convention of the republican party held in Chicago in ISSO, 1854, 1858. Although he has 
hosts of friends among the democrats, he remains true to his convictions, and he is one of 
the republicans whom the press of Mississippi has never attacked. In S78 he was married 
to Miss Mary Duke, of Jasper county, Miss., and one child has been born to them, John. In 
ISSt he was marricd a second time to Miss Nettie Manders, and three children have been 
born to this union: Mary L., C. A., Jr., and Margarette. Mr. Simpson is a member of the 
Knights of Labor and of the Kuights of Pythias. The family belong to the Roman Catholic 
chureh, and are highly respected throughout the community. 

F. M. Simpson, farmer aud merchant, residing four miles east of Courtland, Panola 
county, Miss., was the youngest of nine children born to Andrew and Mary (Murphy) Simp- 
son, both natives of Tennessee, where they spent their entire lives. The mother died when 
F. M. was but three weeks old and the father received his final summons in 1862. All the 
nine children grew to mature years, and three besides our subject are now living: Susan, 
wife of James Patterson, of Tennessee: Caroline, wife of Jobu Madaris, of Arkausas, and 
Grace, wife of John Clamor, of Madison county, Tenu. Those deceased were: Jane, Nancy, 
Newton, Jasper and John. 1}. M. Simpson was born in Carroll county, Tenn., in 1834, 
grew to manhood in his native state aud in 1804, when about twenty years of age, he settled 
in Yalobusha county, where he bought and improved one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
From there he moved to Yazoo county four years later and was engaged in business for 
other people until the beginning of the war. In 1861 he espoused the cause of the Con- 
federacy and enlisted in the First Mississippi artillery, company B, under Capt. A. J. 
Herod, as a private and served five vears. He was at Vicksburg, Holly Springs, Jackson, 
Miss., and many other engagements. He was captured at Port Hudson, retained at Enter- 
prise until exchanged, and was then assigned to heavy artillery at Mobile, Ala., where he 
remained until the surrender. In July, 1865, he married Miss Laura J. Rice, daughter of 
P. L. Rice, and afterward resided in Tallahatchie county for about three years. He then 
removed to Courtland, Panola county, and for the first twelve years in this county he was 
engaged in merchandising and farming. In 1880 he settled on his present farm, consisting 
of one hundred and sixty aeres, and in connection is also engaged in general merebandising, 
his annual sales amounting to from $10,000 to 312,000. His principal productions from bis 
farm are corn and cotton. Mr. Simpson is also the owner of a dairy farm in Shelby county, 
Tenn., and has about thirty good Jersey and Holstein cows. In his political views Mr. 
Simpson affihates with the democratic party, and he has been a member of the board of 


supervisors of Panola county. He is also a member of Stonewall Jackson Blue lodge No, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND IISTORICAL 


332, at Courtland. To his marriage were born ten children: Mary F., wife of William 
Laurance, of Hill county, Tex.; W. A., of Memphis; L. B., wife of George Baugh, of 
Memphis; Alonzo, Caskey, Pearl, Ada, Douglass, Bertha and Adonis, the seven youngest at 
home. Mr. and Mrs. Simpson are members of the Methodist ecburch at Eureka and are hb- 
eral contributors to the same, as indeed they are to all worthy enterprises. 
Judge Horatio Fleming Simrall, ex-chief justice of the state of Mississippi, was born 
near Shelbyville, Shelby county, Ky., February 6, ISS. Prior to the Revolutionary war 
James Simrall, his grandfather, immigrated to America from Scotland, settling in Virginia. 
He served in the war for independence and rose to the rank of captain, and after the close of 
the war returned to Virginia, where he spent the remainder of his life. He left three sons 
and one daughter. The eldest of this family was a son, James, born near Winchester, Va.. 
where he grew to maturity and married Rebecea Grabam, a native of Lancaster county, Penn., 
who had removed when a child with her parents to Virginia. Immediately following their 
marriage the young couple emigrated to Kentucky. “The perilous journey was made in 
wagons and on horseback, aud consumed considerable time, and severely tried the fortitude 
on the part of those undertaking it, as the country was infested with murderous bands of 
savages who did not hesitate to attack emigrant trains. Mr. Simrall and his wife located in 
Shelby county, Ky., about a mile from the city of Shelbyville, then but a flourishing village. 
There, surrounded by the dangers, and enjoying but the primitive advantages of the early 
times, they took up their permanent residence. There Mr. Simrall died, about 1823, aged 
about fifty-eight years. He was a prominent citizen in Shelby county, aud was eleeted from 
that county to the state legislature, and was at the time of his death a general of the state 
militia. He raised and commanded a battalion of cavalry in the War of 1812, and served in 
the northwestern frontier, and during his service he contracted rheumatism which ultimately 
caused his death. His widow survived him a number of years, her death having occurred at 
Louisvilic, Ky., in 1S71. To James Simrall and wife were born five sons and one daughier, 
of whom our subject is the only survivor. He is the youngest son and the fifth child in 
order of birth. He was but a small child when his father died, and his mother soon after- 
ward removed to Shelbyville. There he grew to maturity. His early education becoming 
the especial care of his mother, who was an earnest Christian woman whose moral training 
exerted a powerful influence for good upon his after days. When of sufficient age be attended 
a select school in Shelbyville, taught by an efficient schoolmaster from New England, and 
continued his studies there until his seventeenth year, when he became a student at Hanover 
college, at Hanover, Ind., and there remained one year. Returning to his home at Shelby- 
ville, he became a tutor at the school he had attended. When pursuing his studies at Shelby- 
ville he had, as classmates and intimate associates, Bland Ballard and Caleb Logan, a near 
relative of Gen. John A. Logan. These friends, after much deliberation and consultation. 
chose the law as a profession and furnished a striking example of the result of determination 
and effort. Bland Ballard became district judge of the United States for the district of Ken- 
tucky, holding this position at the time of his death; Caleb Logan acquired prominence at 
the bar of Kentucky, and became judge of the chancery court of Louisville, and Mr. Sim- 
rall filled, in a most exemplary manner, the highest judicial position in Mississippi. He 
began reading law, while continuing his services as tutor in the school at Shelbyville, in the 
office of Johnston & McHenry, a prominent tirm of attorneys there. In [83S he attended the 
law department of Transylvania university, at Lexington, Ky., and upon returning home he 
stopped at I'rankfort, where he successfully passed an examination before the court of appeals 
of Kentucky, and was licensed to practice in all the courts of the state. Late in the fall of 
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1838 he came to Mississippi, making the journey by boat. He stopped at Natchez, and early 
in 1839 located at Woodville, Wilkinson county, where he opened a law office and soon 
became a prominent figure in legal cireles. The bar of that section was particularly a strong 
one. There appeared men who have become noted in the South as jurists and able expound. 
ers of the law. Among them, and with whom Judge Simrall was closely associated, were 
James Walker, who afterward became cireuit judge; John Henderson, who afterward 
represented this state in the United States senate; William H. Dillingham, an accomplished 
lawyer; the late Judge Hiram Cassedy, Hon. John I. Lamkin, and Hon. David W. Hurst, all 
of whom were noted for their ability, and of whom personal sketches are given elsewhere. 
At Natchez were Gen. John A. Quitman; Samuc! Boyd, at that time one of the ablest law- 
yers in the state; Eli Montyomery, and John T. MeMurran, and others of prominence. 
During the period from 1846 to 1848 he represented Wilkinson county in the state legislature. 
During his term there he worked with characteristic energy for the passage of a bill establish. 
ing a publie-schvol system in the state. In this, however, he was defeated, but he succeeded 
in securing the establishment of a system of public education in Wilkinson county, which 
continued in operation until sueceeded by the present system. The system he introduced 
was supported by the funds derived from the lands donated by congress in the various town- 
ships for primary education, supplemented by county taxation. In 1857 he was invited to 
the law professorship in the University of Louisville, and removing to that city he filled that 
position with honor until the outbreak of the Civil war. In the swumer of 1S61 he returned 
with his family to Wilkinson county, Miss., where he still owns a plantation. Shortly after 
his arrival there he received a telegraphic communication from Bowling Green, Ky., stating 
that he had been elected lieutenant-governor of state government, which had been established 
in the southern portion of the state, in sympathy with the Confederacy, and invited his 
return to that state. Upon his arrival at Bowling Green he found General Johnston’s army 
retreating from Kentucky, which necessarily interrupted the designs of this newly established 
government, and rendered its continuance impossible. The excitement of the war having 
passed, he resumed the practice of his profession at Woodville, remaining there until 1867, 
when he removed to Vicksburg, and there successfully continued his practice. During this 
time the courts of the state were being superceded and the administration of justice seri- 
ously interfered with by the military tribunal, whose rulings were ofttimes arbitrary aid 
unconstitutional in this state, and Judge Simrall spent much of bis time in the defense of per- 
sons unjustly tried before these court martials, contending that the law of the state should be 
administered by her courts alone, and that the court martial could not, with any sense of 
justice, punish a citizen for any act not designated as a crime in the code of the state, based 
upon her accepted constitution, and in this opinion he was upheld by the Federal judge, 
Robert A. Hill, and also by the department of justice at Washington, and this view of the 
case was established by the United States district judge who, at Judge Simrall’s solicitation, 
released, on a writ of habeas corpus, parties who had been confined in the state penitentiary 
upon the sentence of the military tribunal for an offense not so punishable by the law of the 
land. The Judge had many important cases before the military tribunal, of which Gen. 
Adelbert C. Ames, afterward governor of the state, was the presiding oflicer. In 1S70 he 
was appointed to the supreme bench, at the solicitation and earnest request of the leading 
members of the bar of the state, and he oceupied the position nine years, the last five years 
as chief justice. His associates were Judges Peyton and Tarbell, and, for the last five years, 
Judges Josiah A. P. Campbell and Ham. Chalmers. 

As a member of this court, Judge Simrall’s record has been a most exemplary and hon 
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TiA BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


orable one, reflecting credit not only upon himself, but upon his state. The Civil war had 
interfered to a great extent with the affairs of the court. and as chief justice, he found an 
overcrowded docket and much delayed work. With characteristic energy, he applied himself 
to the duties of discharging the large number of cases, and won a distinction for his efficiency. 
It is a fact worthy of mention that no decision rendered by this court while he was at its 
head was ever reversed by the supreme court of the United States, although many were sub- 
mitted to that body. The energy displayed did not in any way interfere with the efficiency 
and thoroughness of the court, for it won the confidence and admiration of the bar of the state. 
Particularly have his efforts been of great value to the people of the state im his decisions 
rendered upon equity and constitutional law, and decisious systematizing the laws of the 
state relative to the rights of married women in the holding of separate estates. One of the 
most important cases which occupied his attention was the famous lottery case of the state 
of Mississippi vs. Moore, which was probably the first case decided in any of the states to 
uphold the power of the legislature to repeal lottery grants and privileges. In this case just 
cited, the legislature of Mississippi in consideration of a sum of money to be devoted to edu- 
cational purposes, had granted a charter to a lottery company. A subsequent legislature 
repealed this charter, and the case came before the supreme court of the state. Judge Simrall, 
after a careful review of the case, rendered a decision upbolding the last act of the legislature, 
holding that private or corporate interests, even though instituted by a special act of the 
legislature, were, and rightfully should be, subservient to the public good, and as the con- 
tinuance of this lottery would be damaging in its effects upon the public morals, he rendered 
his decision accordingly. The case was taken to the supreme court of the United States on 
a writ of error, and in that court his decision was unanimously sustained. Another notable 
case of great importance to the people of the country was that of Hawkins vs. Carroll county. 
The question under consideration was one of the validity of bonds voted for the improvement 
of the county, when all her voters were not represented at the polls. The lower courts had 
interpreted the provision requiring a two-thirds majority as applying to the number of votes 
east. Judge Simrall ruled that the proper interpretation was that a two-thirds vote of the 
qualified voters of the county was necessary to grant bonds, and in this decision he was also 
sustained by the supreme court of the United States. The principle of this interpretation 
was a new one, and was afterward sustained by the supreme court in a case taken before it 
on a similar ruling from one of the Western states. In another case brought to recover dam- 
ages for cotton burned during the war by order of the Confederate military commander, the 
owner of the cotton sought to recover damages from the person who set fire to the cotton, but 
the Judge ruled that as this was an act of war, the individual could not be held responsible 
for the same, and in this he was sustained by the supreme court. Adelbert C. Ames had been 
elected governor of the state, and had taken his seat as such. The legislature introduced 
articles of impeachment against him, and the constitution requiring the chief justice to act 
as president of the senate when that body was sitting in impeachment trials, this duty 
fell upon the shoulders of Judge Simrall. In this matter the Judge was devoid of any per- 
sonal feelings and losing all personality, was prepared to give Governor Ames an impartial 
trial, but the resignation of the governor made the trial unnecessary. After the Judge had 
retired from the supreme bench, in L879 he returned to Vicksburg, where for the following 
year he attended to his practice, and then retired. In LSSL he located on his plantation in 
Warren county, where he now resides, choosing to spend the remainder of his life in quietness 
and domestic enjoyment. In ISO he was appointed trustee of the University of Mississippi 


by Governor Alcorn, and his appointment was confirmed by the senate. Again, in  ES76, 
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he was reappointed by Governor Stone, and again in 1882, and in ISSS by Governor Lowry, 
and is now the oldest trustee of the university in number of years of service. He is also 
serving his second term as trustee of the University of the South at Sewanee, Tenn. In ISS] 
the University of Mississippi conferred upon him the title of LL.D. In 1867 at the reor- 
ganization of the University of Mississippi after the war, he was tendered the professorship 
of law, which he declined, on account of pressing business at home. In 1S90 he was unani- 
mously elected a member of the constitutional convention of the state, acting as chairman of the 
judiciary committee, and was the author of the report of that committee as to the constitutional 
right of the convention to adjust the right of suffrage, notwithstanding the condition in the 
act of readmission of the state by the congress of the United States in 1870, that the state 
should not alter or change the franchise article in the constitution of 869, abridging or 
denying suffrage to any person by that constitution entitled to it. The argument of the 
report was that the state was sovereign over the question and condition of suffrage, and that 
congress was without right to impose conditions of suffraye upon one state not common to all. 
He also reported the judiciary system which was afterward adopted by that convention. 
Judge Simrall has always taken an active interest in all movements of public interest, par- 
ticularly in the improvement of the Mississippi river, and was president of a comimittee to 
properly lay before congress the necessity of such improvements, and the constructions of 
levees to protect the lower lands from overflow, and was a member of a committee of seven 
chosen to proceed to Washington and bring the matter before congress. February 22, 1S42, 
he married Lydia Ann Newell, of Wilkinson county, and this union resulted in the birth of 
five children, three still living. The family are members of the Episcopal church of Vicks- 
burg, and for years, the Judge has been a member of the vestry. Politically, the Judge is a 
republican on national matters, but in state affairs votes with the people of the state, the 
democratic ticket. He is a venerable appearing man, his hair being snow white, but the 
brilliancy of his intellect is undimmed, and his memory as active as ever. 

Thomas M. Sims, an old and prominent citizen of Panola county, Miss., was the fifth of 
eleven children born to David and Nancy (Strong) Sims, both natives of Virginia. His great- 
grandfather Sims emigrated from the Emerald isle to America and settled in the Old Dominion. 
David Sims followed planting in Virginia, was a man of moderate means but a good, sub- 
stantial, honorable citizen, and had no political aspirations. He was a soldier in the War of 
IS12. He died when about sixty-eight years of age and his wife survived him a number of 
years later. Thomas M. Sims was born in Louisa county, Va., on the Sth of February, 1819, 
and passed his boyhood and youth in that state. His advantages for an education were limited, 
but experience and observation have taught him much. He left the state of his nativity in 
1836, went to Payette county, Tenn., and after remaining there one year removed to Marshall 
county, Miss., where he resided for five years. From there he went to Tippah county, 
remained eight years engaged inthe tailor’s trade, and then went to Oakland, Yalobusha county, 
where he continued his trade in connection with gents’ furnishing business. In 1859 he came 
to Panola county, and here he has since resided, engaged in planting. In IS7 he began mer- 
chandising in Pope, continued this for seven years and then retired from business, since which 
time he has lived a retired life. Fe is a man of pleasant, cheerful disposition, is upright and 
honorable in all his relations with the public, and is universally respected. He served in the war 
from 1864 until the close, but was never in any regular engagement. He was a member of 
the board of supervisors for four years, and in 1877 he was nominated for the legislature, but 
as the republicans were in the majority and he ran on the democratic ticket, he was defeated 
by a few votes. He was married in 1543 to Miss Eunice Rogers, who was born in ‘eunessee 
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and who was the daughter of Thomas Rogers, a native of Tennessee. Mrs. Sims died in 1564 
leaving five children: Mary M., now Mrs. Shields, widow of Joseph Shields; Lou T., now 
Mrs. E. P. Collins; John I. (deceased); Frank C., in Texas, and Sue N., now Mrs. George 
Tinen. Mr. Sims and family are members of the Methodist church. He is a pioneer of 
Mississippi and has served faithfully in his sphere. 

William H. Sims isa Georgian by birth, having emigrated to Mississippi from the former 
state just before the opening of the late Civil war. He was born in the village of Lexington, 
Oglethorpe county, about fifty years ago, in that middle section of Georgia which has given 
to the state her greatest sons. Oglethrope was the home of William H. Crawford and Thomas 
W. Cobb, the latter a relative, on his mother’s side, to the subject of our sketch. The adjoin- 
ing county of Wilkes was the home of Robert Toombs. The adjoining county of Clarke, 
‘where Henry Grady was born, was the home of Thomas R. R. Cobb, Georgia’s great lawyer, and 
Howell Cobb, his brother, secretary of the treasury under President Buchanan. Taliaferro 
county, hard by, was the home of Alex. H. Stephens; while Greene county, near it, furnished 
Georgia a United States senator in the person of Crosby Dawson. All of these now notable 
citizens of Georgia were in the habit of gathering twice a year at the sitting of the circuit 
court at Lexington Courthouse, and the aspiring youth was wont to attend upon their great 
speeches at the bar or upon the hustings. Young Sims was among this number. He was the 
son of Dr. James Saunders Sims and Amanda Booker Moore, both of Virginia extraction. His 
father, Dr. Sims, was a physician of great learning and eminent in his profession in that 
portion of the state. His practice was not confined to his own county, but he was sent for 
from far and near in critical cases by the sick of surrounding regions. By middle life he 
had acquired such a competency through his professional success, that he retired from active 
professional work and gave himself to his books and scientifie farming. 

The early schooling of W. H. Sims was obtained at Meson academy, at Lexington. 
When a little more than sixteen he entered the junior class of the University of Georgia; and 
as he frequently regretted, graduated before he was nineteen. Shortly after graduating he 
became a student of law at Athens, Ga., in the office of Thomas R. R. Cobb, and in less 
than a year was admitted to the bar at Lexington. Being young in years and anxious to 
acquire greater learning in his profession before entering upon his duties, he spent a year 
at Cambridge, Mass., in attendance upon the Harvard law school. Returning home to 
Georgia, he lingered at his old home, casting about where he should enter upon the field of 
professional labor, and desiring to go West, he decided to settle at Columbus, Miss., whither 
he went in the latter part of 1859. Here he found inany Georgians from the region of his 
birth, the Baldwins, the Claytons, the Whitfields, the Harrises, the Billupes, the Moores, 
the last two families being nearly related to him on his mother’s side. After a few prelim- 
inary months of reading in the office of William S. Barry, at Columbus, to acquaint himself 
with the local statutes and decisions, W. H. Sims was numbered in the year IS60, among the 
young attorneys of the Columbus bar, then distinguished as one of the strongest in Missis- 
sippi, and nearly all of whom have been gathered to their fathers at this writing. James 
T. Harrison, Charles R. Crusoe, George R. Clayton, William 8. Barry, Henry Dickenson, 
[sham Harrison, McKinney Irion and Beverly Matthews, were among the most distingnished 
members of the local bar at that time, not one of whom is now living. About this time the 
war clonds commenced gathering. The country was agitated with political discussions 
brought about by the alignment of the North and the South in separate political parties. 
The election of Mr. Lincoln determined the leaders in Mississippi to seek redress for her 
anticipated ills outside of the Federal Union. In December, 1860, Jefferson Davis and L. 
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Q. C. Lamar made speeches at the fair grounds at Columbus, Miss.; containing much of 
warning and gloomy forebodings of the Southern future. The country soon became aflame 
with excitement; volunteer companies for service in the anticipated war between the sections 
began to form. Among the first in this section of the state was the formation of a com- 
pany, intended for cavalry service, before the close of 1860, known as the Tombigbee 
rangers. Samuel Butler was its first captain, and W. H. Sims its first orderly sergeant. It 
was mustered into state service at Columbus, Miss., February 28, 1861. Captain Butler, 
having become restless to get into active service, had gone to an infantry regiment, called 
into service in Virginia, and J. H. Sharp, the first lieutenant of the rangers, became his 
successor as captain, while W. H. Sims was promoted to second heutenant, to fill the vacancy 
created by the company ofticers moving up. After a tiresome waiting for weeks for a call 
as a cavalry company, the rangers finally abandoned that feature of their military purpose, 
and early in the spring of 1861 rendezvoused at Union City, Tenn., as infantry, as a part 
of a Confederate command which Gen. Frank Cheatham was there forming. Then began 
the active Confederate service which shifted the rangers, as company A, Blythe’s battalion; 
afterward company A, Blythe’s Mississippi regiment; afterward company A, Forty-fourth 
Mississippi regiment, from Union City to Columbus, Ky., during the winter of 1861-2; to 
the battle of Shiloh in April, 1862; to Saltilio, Miss. ; to Chattanooga; to Murfreesboro, Tenn., 
and the seven days’ fight on Stone river; and thence back to Tullahoma, Tenn.; and thence, 
under Bragg, to Kentucky, where as a part of Chalmer’s high-pressure brigade, it joined in 
the daring attack upon the fortress at Munfordsville, Ky. It participated in the battle at 
Perrysville, Ky., and with Bragg, retreated through Cumberland Gap, and on back to near 
the place where it started its aggressive march. It shared the victory of Chickamauga, and 
the defeat at Missionary ridge; fell back and wintered at Dalton in 1865-4; stubbornly 
fought under Joseph Ei. Johnston against Sherman’s outnumbering ranks from Resaca to 
Atlanta and Jonesboro, Ga., through four months of comparatively every day fighting, dur- 
ing the spring and summer of 1864. Johnston’s Fabian policy having lost him nineteen 
thousand troops, in killed, wounded and missing, between Dalton and Atlanta, without his giv- 
ing battle or obtaining any coigne of vantage; but on the contrary, in the opinion of the Con- 
federate authorities, losing it, while in the possession of a splendid army and without daring to 
fight for it, he was supplanted by Hood, who had become famous in Virginia as the com- 
mander of a Texas brigade and a fighting division. W. H. Sims had shared the fortunes of 
his company all along through these events. At Shiloh he participated in both days’ battles, 
commanding his company on the last day. Though not wounded there, he narrowly eseaped 
it, having a grape shot to pass through his haversack and cut it loose from his person. The 
commander of bis regiment, Col. A. K. Blythe, having been killed at Shiloh, Lieutenant 
Sims was detailed to bring his body to Columbus, Miss., for interment, and upon the reor- 
ganization of his company during his few days’ absence, his captain, J. H. Sharp, was elected 
colonel of the regiment and W. H. Sims was elected by his comrades from the position of 
second lieutenant to that of captain of company A. 

At Chickamauga, while in command of hiscompany, Captain Sims received, early in the 
action, a severe wound in the arm, which carried him to the rear and caused his absence on 


leave for amonth or more. He was again wounded slightly in the same arm at Jonesboro, 


oOo 
dD 
when his horse was killed under him. During a year of the time mentioned, under Gen. 
Patton Anderson, Gen. Tucker, and Gen. Sharp, commanding the brigade suceessively, 
Captain Sims was on detail duty as inspector-general of the brigade, but on the flank move- 


ment of Hood’s army from below Atlanta around Sherman’s rear to the Tennessee river at 
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Decatur, he was recalled to his regiment, promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and 
put in command of it, and with it fought in the battle of Franklin, Tenn., in December, 1864, 
where he received a severe wound in the knee, which resulted in the loss of the lower portion of 
hisleg. Shot down at the locust thicket near the breastworks, on the left of the line, about ten 
o’clock at night, he was several hours crawling off the field to a place of safety. Carried to 
an improvised hospital at a farmhouse by some cavalry men who picked him up, he lay there 
for eighteen days, until Hood’s army was beaten from in front of Nashville and were retiring 
pell-mell through Franklin to the Tennessee river. Colonel Sims, having partly recovered 
from his wound, was taken by a friend ina wagon and endeavored to escape with Hood’s army. 
But a secondary inflammation setting up in his leg during the iwo days’ travel in the rain, and 
in an open wagon without springs, over a road originally rough, and badly cut up by artillery 
and wagon trains, he was obliged to stop at Columbia, Tenn., where he was captured. Here 
he remained three months on his back ina hospital. When he got up on his crutches, after 
a hard battle for life, some time after Lee’s surrender, he was sent on to the Federal military 
prison, at Nashville (which was the state penitentiary), where he remained three weeks. 
Thence he was carried to the United States military prison, at Louisville, Ky., where he was 
detained until August, 1565, being among the few unfortunates who came under the opera- 
tion of President Andrew Johnson’s order, that conscious rebels should not be discharged from 
prison, but should be held for trial for treason. The line was drawn by President Johnson, at 
field officers, and those who had been at the United States military schools. Colonel Sims, when 
he entered the military prison, at Louisville, found himself in company with nine thousand Con- 
federate prisoners, and saw them all discharged except three, himself, a major in an Arkansas 
regiment, and acaptain of the Confederate navy, who had enjoyed some benetits of a military 
training at Annapolis. These three were detained weeks after the other body of the prisoners 
were paroled, during which period amusing comments were made from time to time by the 
editor of the Louisville Courier-Journal, then George D. Prentiss, concerning the ridiculous 
detention of these officers. Finally paroled, however, in August, 1865, Colonel Sims returned 
South to the home of his boyhood, at Lexington, Ga., where his parents were still living. In 
the summer of 1566 he came back to Columbus, Miss., and resumed the practice of his pro- 
fession in partnership at law with Col. S. M. Meek. During the fall of that year, he was 
elected probate judge of the county of Lowndes, and held the position three years, from 
1866 to 1869, when he was removed by the military governor to make room for an oftfice- 
seeker in sympathy with the republican reconstruction policy in the South. Colonel Sims 
now gave his whole time and energy to the practice of law. 

In August, 1870, he was married at Lexington, Ga., to Miss Louie Upson, daughter of 
Judge I’. L. Upson, of that place, and granddaughter of Stephen Upson, one of Georgia’s 
great lawyers. Their union has been blessed with one child, Harry Upson Sims, now about 
eighteen years of age. Colonel Sims, while often invited to counsel with his fellow-citizens 
on public matters affecting his county and state, was never an ofliceseeker, nor an active pol- 
ittcian. But in [S75 the times of reconstruction were upon the people of his state. Tor ten 
years after the war the situation of affairs in Mississippi, like that in nearly all the Southern 
states, was exceedingly depraved. The state and county oflices were, in the main, from the high- 
est to the lowest, occupied by radical republican politicians. They were generally tramping 
carpetbaggers from the North or renegade Southerners of low origin or association, lonorant 
and unscrupulous. Many of the minor places and some of the higher ones, including legis- 
lative and congressional representatives, were filled by negroes, chosen not for their fitness, 


but for their pliant subserviency to the ends of their carpetbag and scalawag associates in 
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office. The burden of taxation upon the white people became enormous. Official corruption 
was common. Respectability was cowed, and from constrained silence and submission Mis- 
sissippians of the better ciasses nearly approached the condition of Rome to which Tacitus 
referred when he said: “ We would have lost our memory together with our freedom of speech, 
had if‘been as easy to forget as to be silent.” The iniquitous rule of carpetbagism had cul-° 
minated in such enormities about the year 1875, that the white people of Mississippi came to 
realize that their civilization required a tremendous effort, and gathering around the banners 
of democracy, called upon all the good men of the state to unite and overthrow this jeopard- 
ous rule. At a meeting at West Point, in Clay county, Colonel Sims, without notice or con- 
sultation, was nominated as one of the state senators from the eighteenth district, composed 
of the counties of Lowndes, Oktibbeha and Clay. This nomination, with Hon. F. G. Barry, 
of Clay, as his colleague, was immediately endorsed by the democratic party in Lowndes and 
Oktibbeha counties. Fully alive to the peril of the hour, and answering to duty’s call, 
Colonel Sims accepted the nomination, and with Mr. Barry entered upon the active canvass 
of his district, speaking from day to day through its length and breadth wherever occasion 
collected the excited multitudes. The democratic appeal and rally of good citizenship pre- 
vailed at the election in November, 1870, and Messrs. Sims and Barry were triumphantly 
elected state senators. The new democratic legislature assembled at Jackson in January, 
1876, and promptly began the cleansing of the government corrupted by years of maladmin- 
istration by the radical party. Gen. Adelbert Ames, the military governor, and his mulatto 
Lieutenant-Governor Davis, were successfully impeached and brought to trial for high crimes 
and misdemeanors. Adelbert Ames resigned to escape conviction; Davis was convicted and 
deposed. J. M. Stone, who had been elected president pro tempore of the senate, succeeded 
under the constitution, to the executive chair vacated by Ames; and W. H. Sims, who was 
unanimously chosen president of the senate in the place of Stone, succeeded to the lieuten- 
ant-governorship. In 1877 Governor Stone and Lientenant-Governor Sims were nominated 
by the democratic party, and without opposition were elected by the people to the places they 
respectively held for the term of four years, from January, 1S78.. About this time the firm of 
Meek & Sims took into their law partnership Judge J. A. Orr, under the firm name of Orr, 
Meek & Sims. Colonel Meek withdrawing in a few years to unite with his son, the law firm 
of Orr & Sims was formed, and continued through the years since. The duties of member of 
the senate and president of that body were performed by the Hon. W. H. Sims, with great 
satisfaction to his constituents and friends. He soon made a reputation throughout the state 
as a debater of ability, fairness and force. As a presiding officer, he was recognized as one 
of the best who had ever presided in the senate of Mississippi. In 152, having declined to 
become a candidate for re-election to the place he had then filled for six years, W. H. Sims 
returned to his law office and a lucrative practice at the bar, ranking among the foremost 
lawyers of Mississippi. At the democratic state convention at Jackson in 1555 for the nomi- 
ination of a governor and state oflicers, Hon. W. H. Sims was unanimously chosen its tempo- 
rary and permanent president. The convention was a very large one, composed of about’six 
hundred delegates, and from disputes growing out of contesting representatives, was inclined 
to be turbulent. President Sims, by reason of his learning and readiness as a parliamenta- 
rian, his tact, patience, and decision of character, won golden opinions from the members of 
the convention and the people and press of the state. At the democratic state convention of 
Mississippi in May, 1555, Governor Sims was elected, by the leading majority, a delegate 
from the state at large to the national democratie convention called to assemble at St. Louis 


in June following. At St. Louis the Mississippi delogation was organized by selecting Gen, 
WW 





“af prey l » 2 eile ‘gulf sol gilt esl ihatoole ese weaie sou1revoD Boer: i 





















































err } a V3.8 
am : 
ecisyertios inipiBO strom urs “nae atid ' ad aoe noljaxsd Yo aa 
ai le: ‘alll aiyew bone ‘Gath wanatie a re “} tun boven ee ve ili 
iol’ dob. od cine to 4108 within tits oil bovonorges Urava ae slo 49 
levegega. Lo. exit treet! nie Wipe Taabhyy ait ‘wens i Lue deo sf ovad blaov aides 
‘les bul ota dena To ele sed lug ml alt <b iin ad of an toy) 
os sects Teta Te allegories oililivy Ot dod CTEL ve * walt dwoda 4 eviia 


eraied cull Bendre aati Dia ells enoboome & borisspor oitesi ivio 
HT Atou| iworlinevd bun oti of elle «di to adem beoy ail) tis noyn ballus .y 
} 1430 @ouleye ee 7 ipfer lari > , q ni) % > 4 i Jato i | fe 4 W .) qcitosta Ba an yt mer 


DOAQEGO TORII (ht trary OI 4 1 eiohuersa ainte old lo ono ap batsabaanl ow aol dette 
rT nel a moll ddow coven aid? . «eID bow adoddii@d wobowod To svitemo odd 


i awed rs isus teeth bit tf Puyertesbys “at igibontuni saw argealion ail ah Ue 
dino s’aiuh OF goirewaan bas ~god ets Yo leq a) of ovila ls siiauon sileetditalt 
= witos odd now Sovatee reel wi sitter bas ,aohaais mon oul} bolquoon eae fh HOW. 
jensoo toverndy (fiiinerd! Baa igual at dyoowtt yab oo yah: mort quldsoga ctoitdeil ¥ 
ov idenssidia hooy lo ier hae image sitaiwomel aft esluntisliren falioxe. odd : 


Perea liieatinitd yvoeistt fate aati jeetoll hoe Gel »xodotere ni. sroitesls out} te bolia 
mum ot udetont is bébkijatees oudalatosl diisrousb woo odT - arotsa aoe oy Jef hasoale 
ee iit TOA Oy) ¢o OSTGarie Jeera vis eel? 20,1 jit iertatilo ould anged eeponerg baa i i yor 
otisind sid bos seateves. Yan wil} pened rroeliod " aes) Uta lsoihas ‘ois cue oils 
eontivo did 10t lei of idpaon! bee bedsaacui yllisieeoos Grow wire romevob)-tas ips 
ginat aoond, drodiabA eronnemaBaie af 
bobiowiy vaeten ht lanka wg, tiebizosy betoste oped bad pew, samrone Mb hoe 
fan alton . bas poo vd Peleoa? “ied oviteown add of | woisldeaoo ‘od i 
it uh ly auld wi otmase sil) To Jnobieorq aaa “qlewom caer 
naeved) .ecneiveht bas. eaatt. were eh SRAL ul aideromovay 
4) aaomtey orl? od shiydiony adiyd Byjoale oew ooviaoeite iuodiiv haw, erieq oliwtoomne: alt yd 


‘St Sai SL ABUk pOOMOryIOe SieoRe OF leita: 


boy ima fy gett) cial desoebss bet redial sort we, 1908 Lo see} add s02 Blod elavites rT 
“iO lo ootaa yh alt aehor ai) A ¥ ophiut aid wie wtil tied? o1at dood aati % 2 
ae t wal wld ode ei dw oti Od apna | 4 oi walwinhaltie aleoll leaoloD erie da 
yet eevevent mn asiirehaoul'l nia eins ahi enol! boedeoy his Donel err eA i 


fora: ubiow ane Ws Lot ae beamgokney oan ‘sebou dad) Yo 305 abiaerg Soa shheae a 
erg fy OOlt HObieIWaL B m gods ol! abwaiv) bus atoortisenoo aid of aviten ‘ 
suo a hextargooet sow el seofto gue o aA wich Nets eaousinl 1 yiilidde 1 io vrbaral a 
side wool a epeiesieell Ww aisuee odt ai bol biaorq 1979 had odlw doom old to 
£2 thay wis 107 Hort mockt Ded ol Hie atht ae notivele-9 110d eiebibuns a A 11990 
sek odd ehponey fant. 10d “nt Js tmiioniy ovihsionl a baa solfto wal ail of ber 01 
‘non 4b 10) GER weuloa’ Js imitievieo ode olnmouteb odd 14 Jiqqiseiesttt fo neywal 
ocored ati raseds ylafociunnt enw ani@ OW wcokk ,eroolftd otota bas romero # Yo soi 
a si is Jo Bor WpNOO 60 oy el TIoOw few Hrondosvmnao odT Juobineny taone ret a | fun 
homloai aaw ‘eovitelse jet wiaideadwoo ter He 4 noiworg enaqaily mort bas a . 
coreifiy o an eeonibeos bas sibeagel eid % O289 a erie Jae bie “daolids 
ech (PSE ali sort) einntetiepo, reat eee i ye vesousuio Vo soreiosh bur soasisaq dost vid a 
yy pollvereds eonte atinaonrefy 47 JA  atette elf ho wee 6 —* mere? add bon ena 
i iqigiios 
ivod 2 te olduwess yi belles polkupyago. of nsoonah ls edd wi oypal | data at ‘at 
) yalissles yd bextaiy 10 aw vilagolob ingyieaives £ wilt eiuol .d& oa aie ro {ot sunt. 
roel : ewe 


ane. 








780 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


W. T. Martin as its chairman; Hon. S. S. Calhoun, member of the committee on permanent 
organization; Hon. A. F. Fox, on credentials, and Hon. W. H. Sims, on resolutions and plat- 
form. This committee on resolutions and platform, composed of one delegate from each of 
forty-seven states and territories, organized at the Southern hotel at St. Louis by the election 
of Hon. Henry Watterson, of Kentucky, as its president, and W. H. Sims, of Mississippi, as 
its secretary. A sub-committee of nine to prepare a platform was selected by the general 
committee. W. H. Sims was also a member of this committee, in association with Hon. 
Alfred E. Burr, of Connecticut; Senator Turpie, of Indiana; Hon. Henry Watterson, of Ken- 
tucky; Gov. Leon Abbet, of New Jersey; Hon. Edward Cooper, of New York, and Senator A. 
P. Gorman, of Maryland. The deliberations of this committee, occupying about eighteen 
consecutive hours, were attended by much debate and contention concerning the expression 
of democratic principles to be embodied in the platform to be reported to the convention. A 
division arose over the tariff reform plank of the platform. Hon. Henry Watterson, of Ken- 
tucky, led the adherents of one view, and Senator Gorman, of Maryland, led those of 
another. The committee, nearly equally divided between these views, entered upon a debate 
in which a ten minutes’ speech was permitted to each member, with little prospect of being 
reconciled. Governor Sims, who had-supported Mr. Watterson for chairman of the commit- 
tee, spoke to the question on the side of Mr. Gorman with such effect as to be credited with 
being largely instrumental in effecting that reconciliation. Senator Gorman and Hon. Will- 
iam L. Scott, of Pennsylvania, were very openly complimentary in their remarks concerning 
Governor Sims’ good offices, and Senator Gorman having gone before the Mississippi delega- 
tion and communicated the facts to them, in recognition of Governor Sims’ services in that 
behalf, the delegation adopted the following resolutions: 


HEADQUARTERS Mississippl DELEGATION, 
St. Louis, June 7, 1888, 


Ata mecting of the Mississippi delegates to the national democratic convention held at these head- 
quarters this day, on motion it was unanimously resolved that the thanks of the delegation are due and 
are hereby tendered to the Hon. W. H. Sims for the very able and effective service rendered by him on 
the national committee on platform and resolutions. And they have heard, with great gratification, of 
the happy influence exerted by him in producing harmony in said committee and elaborating a satisfac- 
tory platform. Wiit T. Marry, Chairman. 

Attest, C. M. Wriiramson, Secretary. 

Full accounts of the whole proceedings and copies of the resolutions were published 
throughout the press of the state upon the return of the delegation to Mississippi, and Gov- 
ernor Sims’ course was commended, and his able representation of the state emphasized. 

Governor Sims, although often mentioned in connection with the highest offices of the 
state by the most influential portion of the press and people, has never been an_ office- 
seeker; indeed has declined, in several instances, to be put forward for public place when 
the way seemed open to success, because he did not wish to antagonize friends who, he 
stated, had more claims upon the position. It is well understood among his friends that 
positions, both upon the circuit and supreme court benches, have been within his reach, and 
he would have been appointed to them had he indicated an acceptance. 

At present he resides at Columbus, busy with extensive personal interests, his books, 
and such attention as he chooses to give to the practice of law. 

In 188, upon the solicitations of the citizens of Columbus, he was appointed by Govy- 
ernor Lowry as a member of the board of trustees of the Mississippi Industrial institute and 
college for girls, to fill a vacancy. In 1890 he was reappointed by Governor Stone for six 
years. Governor Sims is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church at Columbus. 

During his life W. McD. Sims (deceased) was one of the leading planters of the state of 
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Mississippi, and was especially well known in Claiborne (his native) county, where he was 
known not only as an able financier but as a man whose love of justice and right was one of 
his prominent characteristies. He was born on the 19th day of May, 1510, to David Sims and 
wife, the former of whom came to Mississippi when a child with his parents from his native 
state of North Carolina and located in what was known as the Red Lick neighborhood, in what 
is now Jefferson county, where he grew to manhood. He was one of a family of four sons 
and several daughters, all the members of the family coming tothe state, with the exception 
of the daughters. W. McD. Sims inherited quite a handsome fortune from his father, but 
being careless of the future he soon spent it all and was then compelled to look about him fer 
something to do in order to support himself and family, and after his marriage turned his at- 
tention to planting. He was married on the 3d of December, 1856, to Mrs. Rebecca J. (Har- 
mon) Neal, who was born on the 9th of June, 1826, and by her became the father of two chil- 
dren: Louisiana E. and Carrie J., the former of whom died October 24, 1860, at the age of 
eight years. The latter became the wife of R. W. Magruder and died December 10, ISSO, at 
the age of twenty years, five months and three days, leaving a son, John M. Mrs. Sims’ par- 
ents, Joseph and Eliza (Sims) Harmon, were born in Mississippi, the birth of the former oc- 
curring on the 6th of March, 1795, in what is now Claiborne county, his death occurring on 
the 17th of July, 1834. Their marriage was consummated on November 2, 1520, Mrs. Har- 
mon at that time being seventeen years of age, a daughter of David and Abigail Sims, early 
settlers of this county. ‘To Mr. and Mrs. Harmon three daughters were born: Elizabeth Ann, 
who was born October 8, 1823, and died July 28, 1838; Rebecca J. (Mrs. Sims), was born 
June 9, 1826, and Phoebe F., who was born September 6, 1525, and died June 2, 1852, the 
wife of John Venable. Mrs. Rebecca J. Sims was first married to Joseph Neal, a native of 
Pennsylvania, whose death occurred of yellow fever, September I4, 1853. By him she became 
the mother of three children: Frances E., Martha and Ida (twins); Martha being the wife of 
Isaac Magruder. Mrs. Sims traces her ancestry back to her great-grandfather, James Har- 
mon, who is supposed to have been born in North Carolina, October 3, 1731, inheriting 
English blood from his ancestors. He was one of the very earliest settlers of Claiborne county, 
Miss., having come here when the country was under Spanish rule and entering land 
on the Bayou Pierre river. He died on this plantation, September 15, 1819, over eighty- 
eight years of age. His son, Hezekiah Harmon, was born on the 22d of June, 1763, being 
the only son reared by his father, two of his brothers being killed by Indians. He attained 
manhood in the territory of Mississippi, where he entered land with his father, and was here 
first married to Miss Merey Leonard, by whom he became the father of two sons and three 
daughters, all of whom, with the exception of one, lived to be grown and married: Polly, 
Rebecca, Elizabeth, James and Joseph (twins). They all settled in Mississippi, where they 
became the heads of families, but James died on the 24th of February, 1825, at the age of 
twenty-nine years. The mother of these children departed this life April 14, 1795, aged 
twenty-eight years, two months and one day. Mr. Harmon, then married Mrs. Catherine 
Murphy, the widow of John Murphy, their union taking place on the 2Sth of August, IST, 
and resulting in the birth of two children, one of whom died in infaney. The other, Heze- 
kiah, lived to be grown and removed to Yazoo county, where he died soon after. Mr. Sims 
was one of the leading stockholders in the Port Gibson & Grand Gulf railroad, and 
when it was sold after the war he purchased it, putting it in good running order, after 
which he sold it. He was alsoa member of the Masonic fraternity and as a business man 
was shrewd and far-seeing, but strictly honorable in every transaction. He possessed a char- 
itable and kindly disposition and gave willingly of his wealth to all who needed his aid or 
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assistance. He took a deep interest in educational matters and besides giving his own 
children excellent educational advantages, he educated some nieces and nephews and gave 
them a start in life. He lost $75,000 by the failure of a commission merchant just be- 
fore the war, but afterward retrieved much of his losses, leaving at his death, February 
7, 1882, an estate comprising six thousand acres of land, of which about three thousand 
are under cultivation, of which R. W. Magruder has the charge. Mr. Sims at one time 
endeavored to settle his land with white people and sent to Germany for emigrants, but the 
plan was not a success. In 1872 he peopled his land with whites from the eastern portion 
of the state and gave them the land free of rent for a number of years as an inducement. 
He was a citizen of whom any community might feel proud, for he was not only industrious 
and honest, but he was also very enterprising in his views and had the interests of the county 
warmly at heart and supported her institutions with both purse and influence. His widow 
and children reside on the home place in a commodious, substantial and pleasant residence, 
fronting Russum station. é 

W. 5S. Sims, physician, surgeon and oculist of Meridian, Miss., was born in Lauderdale 
county, Miss., in 1S04, a son of John I. Sims, a native of Georgia, who came some time in 
the thirties when a boy to Mississippi with his parents. His father is a planter of Lauder- 
dale county and is the owner of considerable property. The Doctor received his literary edu- 
cation in the Marion school under the direction and tutelage of Captain Day, who was 
regarded very highly as an educator. At the age of nineteen he began the study of medicine, 
to which he devoted himself assiduously, graduating at Mobile, Ala., in 1878. While taking 
a special course on the eye and throat, he practiced his profession for three summers. He 
took a three years’ course in his specialties in New York and New Orleans, La., since which 
time he has devoted himself to them almost exclusively. He has built up a fine practice, and 
is highly regarded both as a general practitioner and as a specialist. He is a member of both 
state and county medical associations, and is the vice president of the latter. He read an 
article before the state medical association, entitled “‘ Operation for the extraction of hard 
cataract,” with a report of twenty-six cases, and introduced another paper before the state 
board at Jackson, Miss., entitled “‘ Penetrating wounds of the cornea in which the iris is 


involved and treatment for the same,” 


accompanied by a report of five cases, which won for 
him a wide reputation. He is a member of the order of Odd Fellows. In ISS7 he married 
Miss Elizabeth Maban in Marion, Miss., by whom he has two children: Ruth and W. S. 
Sims, Jr. 

Elbert D. Sinclair, planter, Oxford, Miss. On the 30th of June, 1810, in Chatham 
county, 8. C., there was born to the union of Hezekiah and Sarah (Morphis) Sinclair, a son, 
the third in order of birth of six children. This son, who was named Elbert D. Sinclair, had 
very limited scholastic advantages, aud what he obtained was the result of his own exertions. 
His father was born about 1770, and was a son of Peter Sinclair, who served during the 
Revolutionary war, and who acquitted himself with credit and honor in every instance. He 
was slain by the tories in 1779. Mr. Sinclair’s maternal grandfather, John Morphis, was 
also a native of the Old North state, and was one of the most popular men in the section 
where he was known. He was publie-spirited, and every worthy enterprise found in him a 
strong advocate and supporter. His hberality amounted almost to prodigality, and he was 
reverenced by all who knew him. When the Revolutionary war broke out between America 
and the mother country he was the first to buckle on his armor in defense of his country, 
and among the last to sheathe his sword after the grand victory. Mr. Sinclair removed with 
his parents to Tennessee, and while on the road at Bedford the father breathed his last. The 
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mother, with her family of children, came on to Henry county, where the children all grew 
to maturity, and where, in 1836, Mr. Sinclair married Miss Nancy Broach, an estimable lady, 
who bore him six children, two sons and four daughters. Five of these children are now liv- 
ing, one son having died while attending the state university. In 1879 Mrs. Sinel:ir died, 
having lived a Christian life, and being at the time of her death a member of the Primitive 
Baptist church. Mr. Sinclair has been a member of the Primitive Baptist church since 1531, 
and has lived an honest, upright life, and one worthy of imitation. His honesty and truth- 
fulness are proverbial, and he has made the Golden Rule a part of his life. Before the war he 
owned and operated a large plantation, but during that eventful period everything was swept 
away, and he began, though an old man, with energy to retrieve his fallen fortune. He has 
been successful, and is now the owner of a good plantation only two and a half miles from 
town, and attends to the management of it in person. 
William R. Sivley is a Hinds county Mississippian, born on July 23, 1843, the second of 
five children born to Rawley and Eliza H. (Burleson) Sivley, the former born in Hunts- 
yille and the latter in Decatur, Ala. ‘The father was reared and educated in his native city, 
but in 1841 became a resident of Hinds county, Miss., and here resided on a plantation until 
his death in 1SS7, at the age of eighty-one years. His widow, who survives him, is seventy- 
one years of age and is residing on the old homestead. Rawley Sivley was successfully, 
engaged in agriculture and at the opening of the Civil war was worth about $250,000. Not 
only was he one of the most prosperous and enterprising of the planters of Hinds county, but 
he was also one of her most enterprising and public-spirited citizens. He was a son of 
Andrew and Rebecca (Denton) Sivley, who were born in Virginia and Tennessee respectively, 
and from his paternal ancestors, who settled in Virginia at an early day, he inherited Dutch 
and Welsh blood. The maternal grandfather of the subject of this sketch, Jonathan Burle- 
son, was a native of T'ennessee. This was one of the first families to settle in Alabama, and 
perhaps there is not a family in the state that has done more to develop its resources than 
the Burlesous. They are a numerous people and at the present time number about four 
thousand members in the United States, some of whom have been the ablest statesmen of the 
South, eminent divines and professional men. Among the latter may be mentioned Dr. 
Rufus C. Burleson, president of Baylor university of Waco, Tex., in which state the Burle- 
sons have taken an important part in every great era for the past fifty years. This family 
have been the Indian fighters and pioneers of civilization, and during the Revolutionary war 
seven brothers, sons of Aaron Burleson, who came from Wales and settled in North Carolina 
in 1726, assisted the colonists in their struggle for liberty, four of whom were killed dur- 
ing the war. William R. Sivley was brought up in Hinds county and was educated in Clinton 
college. The war came on when he was about eighteen years of age and with the zeal that 
has ever characterized those of his race, and with the enthusiasm of youth and the native 
Southerner, he left school to take up arms in defense of his home and country. In 1861 he 
enlisted as a volunteer in company E, of the Third Mississippi regiment, with which company 
he remained two years, participating in the siege of Vicksburg and Baker’s creek. In 1863 
he was transferred to company C, Balantine’s cavalry regiment, Armstrong’s brigade, and was 
a participant in the battles of Franklin, Nashville, Atlanta, Peach Tree creek and the Ten- 
nessee campaign, surrendering at Demopolis. He was twice taken captive but was never a 
prisoner over ten days at a time. When the war closed he returned to his Mississippi home 
only to find his father’s plantation laid waste and in a desolate and discouraging condition. 
With the same courage which he had displayed on the field of battle, he at once took upon 
himself the burden of repairing the broken fortunes of the family, and for four years there- 
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after assisted his father by every means in his power. In 1869 he purchased a plantation 
near where he now lives, and as he has devoted his attention to this calling ever since, and is 
a shrewd and far-seeing man of business, he isnow the owner of four thousand acres of land 
of which about two thousand are under cultivation. He is also the owner of fine property in 
Oakley, where he lives and conducts a large mercantile business. He erected him a beautiful 
home at Oakley in 1854, which is one of the handsomest in the county, conveniently and 
beautifwly arranged and fitted up with all the modern conveniences and luxuries. His 
plantation, Oakley, was named by his wife and is one of the finest and best tilled places in 
this section of the country. Mr. Sivley believes in land being self-supporting, and as a means 
to this end, raises a diversity of crops and vegetables and sufficient stock to supply them with 
meat throughout the year. He owns stock in some of the most firmly established banks of 
the state, is very public-spirited and is liberal and generous in the use of the wealth he has 
so honorably earned. His contributions to churches, charitable institutions and to the cause 
of education are generous, and he has ever been a friend to the poor and needy. He is a 
tine-looking gentleman and is a very entertaining and agreeable conversationalist. He was 
united in marriage in 1866 to Miss L. J., daughter of Dr. Young and Mary A. (Gray) Stokes, 
natives of Virginia and Alabama respectively. Mrs. Sivley was born in De Soto county, Miss., 
and is the mother of three children: Emma 8., now the wife of Dr. Rhodes, of Learned, Miss. ; 
Clarence L., and Lena R. The mother of these children is a worthy member of the Presby- 
terian church, and Mr. Sivley is a member of the A. F. & A. M., the Knights of Pythias and 
the Knights of Honor. 

Dr. J. J. Slack, physician and druggist, Friar’s Point, Miss., the second of three children 
born to Rey. William M. and Sarah (Johnson) Slack, owes his nativity to Madison county, 
Tenn., where bis birth occurred in 1848. His parents were natives of Ohio and Tennessee, 
respectively. The father was a Baptist minister and physician, studied medicine at Louis- 
ville, Ky., aud later settled at Denmark, Tenn., where the subject of this article was born. 
His father soon gave up medicine, and devoted his time to teaching a classical school, first at 
Belmont, and afterward at Denmark, where he remained in charge of a high school for eight 
years. In 1853 he came to Pontotoc, Miss., and became the president of the Mary Washing- 
ton college, filling that position suecessfully for four years, having also the care of the Baptist 
church at that place, which he retained for more than twenty-three years. He then embarked 
in commercial pursuits, which he continued until the second year of the war, then resuming 
the practice of medicine for two or three years, after which he, with the assistance of his wife, 
opened the Baptist Female college, of which he made a complete success, continuing it for 
nearly sixteen years. This school was one of the first educational institutions in the state, 
and from it went out many teachers, building up colleges of their own, such as Blue Mountain 
college, Houston Normal and Slate Springs school, all of Mississippi. On account of failure of 
his voice, Rev. W. L. Slack gave up his school, and removed to Friar’s: Point, Miss., in 1SS1, 
where he had considerable interest in cotton planting, and engaged in the mercantile busi- 
ness. After a few years of retirement he went to Memphis, and assumed the care of Rowan 
Baptist church. Dr. J. J. Slack was reared in Pontotoc, Miss., from the age of five years, 
and received good educational advantages prior to the war, but during the continuance of the 
unpleasantness had very little opportunity for study, on account of there being no schools 
during the chaotic condition of the country. In 1865, though only sixteen years old, he 
began the management of a drug business for his father, which, under his careful handling, 
grew to be quite an extensive mercantile establishment in a few years. Realizing now the 
value of an education, he at once commenced a course of private study after business hours 
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and at night, continuing it under many difficulties, until after several years of hard study 
he completed a full collegiate course. In 1867, in addition to his other studies and his 
extensive business engagements, he commenced the study of medicine, and continued it with 
unremitting assiduity for about ten years, but without an opportunity to attend college, on 
account of his business cares. In 1570 he was admitted asa partner in the business with 
his father, which was successfully continued until 1S78, when the partnership was dissolved. 
Dr. Slack then came to Friar’s Point, Miss., where he immediately opened a drug business, 
commencing January 1, 1879. Three years later, or in 1582, he finished his medical course, 
graduating at the well and favorably known Kentucky School of Medicine, at Louisville, 
having taken a special course each in diseases of women, gynecology, surgery and microscopy, 
which branches he intended to practice as specialties. His practice has been entirely satis- 
factory. In his drug store Dr. Slack dispensed entirely with the sale of all kinds of spirit- 
uous liquors, wines and brandies, and added in place jewelry, watches, clocks and fine watch 
repairing, thereby freeing his business from all the objectional features of retailing liquors, 
and has therefore organized a new departure by adding to the full line of drugs, medicines, 
paints, oils, glass, ete., a complete jeweler’s stock, and has the best equipped repair depart- 
ment in any town of its size in the entire state, employing two skilled watchmakers con- 
stantly. In the whole list of professions there are no two usually kept distinct that admit of 
more satisfactory blending than that of physician and druggist, hence an appreciative public 
recognizes the benefit of the amalgamation, and favors the establishment of Dr. Slack in its 
dual capacity. The Doctor was married in 1871 to Miss Annie Suddoth, a native of Friar’s 
Point, and the daughter of John A. Suddoth, one of the pioneers of the Mississippi delta. 
Mrs. Slack died early in 1S7S, leaving two daughters: Emma and May, the first since mar- 
ried to Mr. I’. D. Robinson, one of the most progressive merchants of Friar’s Point. The- 
Doctor’s second marriage occurred in October, 1579, to Miss Emma Suddoth, a sister of his 
former wife, and io this anion have been born two children—a son and a daughter: Aylmer 
and Vera. Dr. Slack is a member of the Masonic fraternity, the Knights of Pythias and the 
Knights of Honor. He is president of the Friar’s Point Building and Loan association (a live 
local investment company, which recently declared a dividend on its stock of thirty per cent.), 
a director in the Friar’s Point Box and Woodwork factory, and is a stockholder in the bank. 
He bought the former residence of Governor Alcorn, which he tore down, and on its site 
erected a nice home. He has been engaged in cotton planting to some considerable extent, 
but has no desire to continue it longer, though he has a small farm near town. The Doctor 
is pleasing in manners and address, is of medium size, with dark hair, eyes and beard. 
William David Sledge was born in La Grange, Tenn., on the 30th of June, 1837, and is 
the eldest of six surviving children born to the union of Norfleet R. and Catherine E. (Jones) 
Sledge, natives of North Carolina. The father removed to La Grange, Teun., when a young 
man, married there, and in 1888 went to Marshall county, Miss., where he remained until 
1847. From there he went to Panola county, settled at what is now known as Old Sledge- 
ville, where he was engaged in merchandising and planting very extensively. In 1868 he 
located at Como, embarked in business there, and there continued until his death, in 1SS1. 
Since that time the business has been perpetuated by his three sons, W. D., N. R. and O. D., 
who had for some time been associated in business with him. Mrs. Sledge received her final 
summons in 1854. Mr. Sledge was prudent and temperate in his habits, was a man of excel- 
lent judgment, and was one of the most successful business men in the state. At the break- 
ing out of the war, he was worth over $500,000, all of which he had made himself. His 
eldest son, William David, was reared in Panola county, and received all his schooling before 
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- fourteen years of age, for, after that, he was in his father’s store at Sledgeville, until twenty 
years of age. He wasthen married to Miss Mary J. Brown, a native of Mississippi, and the 
daughter of Joshua T. and Clara (Grady) Brown, natives of Tennessee. T’o Mr. and Mrs. 
Sledge have been born five living children: Joshua T., now engaged in merchandising and 
planting at Redfork, Ark; Ruftin F., engaged in the same at Duncan, Miss.; Joseph B., at 
Dunean with his brother: Katie Lee, now Mrs. Ernest Taylor, of Como, and Sallie W., attend- 
ing school at Memphis. After marriage Mr. Sledge began planting, and continued this until 
1869, when he went into business with his father at Como, but at the same time continued his 
planting interests. In 1862 he enlisted in the Confederate army, company J’, 25th Missis- 
sippi cavalry, but remained with this only four months, when he was discharged on account 
of physical disability. He was in no regular engagement, but participated in several sharp 
skirmishes. Mr. Sledge has been president of the board of supervisors for some time, and is 
one of the most prudent, clear-headed men in the county. His life has been a quiet, unas- 
suming one, but marked with success and active business enterprises. The three brothers are 
associated in almost all business matters. Mr. Sledge now owns about four thousand acres of 
land, most of which is open land. He is largely interested in business at Memphis, under the 
tirm title of Sledge & Norfleet, cotton commissioners, and has business enterprises at Lula, Mas- 
todon andComo. He has an elegant home in the latter place, and considerable real estate in 
thecounty. His first wife died in 1887, and he was married again in 1888 to Mrs. Bessie N. 
Cruse, anative of Alabama, and the daughter of Dr. Newman, of Huntsville, Ala. Mr. and 
Mrs. Sledge are members of the Episcopal church, and are highly respected in the neighbor- 
hood. 

Norfleet R. Sledge, merchant, Como, Miss., was the second child born to N. R. Sledge, Sr. 
(see sketch of W. D. Sledge), his birth occurring in Marshall county, Miss., on the 25th 
day of January, 1859, and was reared in Panola county, having moved with his father 
there when about eight years of age. He attended the University of Oxford, graduated in 


pie 
1857, and afterward returned home, where he remained until 1861. He was then married to 
Miss Catherine E. Jones, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of F—— and Pauline J. 


(Moore) Jones, natives of North Carolina. In 1862 Mr. Sledge enlisted in the Confederate 
army, company F, Twenty-eighth Mississippi cavalry, and was soon after made lieutenant of 
the company. He served a considerable portion of his time as adjutant and was finally pro- 
moted to the captaincy, in which capacity he was serving when he was captured while 
covering General Hood’s retreat from Nashville, Tenn. He was taken to Fort Delaware and 
retained until June, 1865. He participated in the battles of Murfreesboro, Franklin and 
others. While he was never wounded he had two horses shot from under him and was a 
daring and fearless officer. After being paroled he returned home, engaged in business with 
his father, and was the first one of the sons thus associated with the father, the firm name 
being N. R. Sledge & Co., wotil the other two brothers entered the copartnership, when it 
became N. R. Sledge & Sons. This continued until 1881, when the brothers bought the 
father’s business and it became Sledge Bros., in which it is now conducted at Como. Mr. 
Sledge is also interested in the same business, of Sledge & Nortleet, in Memphis and at Lula 
and Mastodon, Miss. At Lula, Mr. Sledge and his brother, O. D., own a large tract of land 
and raise about one thousand bales of cotton on it annually. Mr. Sledge is the owner of 
about five thousand acres of land, much of which is under cultivation; is also the owner of 
considerable real estate in Como, and owns a very handsome residence between Memphis and 
Grenada. In business cireles Mr. Sledge stands forth as an honorable and conscientious 
merchant, and as a citizen he is thoroughly respected and esteemed. His first- wife died in 
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1880, leaving two children: Inez, who graduated from Ward’s seminary, Nashville, Tenn., 
with highest honors over a class of fifty-seven when but seventeen years of age, and who the 
following summer, in company with Miss Clara Conway, of Memphis, made a trip to Europe, 
visiting London, Paris, Berlin, Vienna and other noted cities of the old world. In [SSS she 
was united in marriage to Dr. M. Campbell, superintendent of the Kast Tennessee asylum 
for the insane, and is now the mother of two interesting children: Lucille S. and Michael. 
Norfleet F. is now with his father in the store. In 1882 Mr. Sledge selected his second wife 
in the person of Miss Lucille Merriwether, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of James 
aud Lucy Merriwether, natives of Georgia. To this union have been born two children: Olivette 
and N. R. Mr. Sledge has been a director of the Mississippi & f’énnessee railroad, and is now a 
director of the Illinois Central railroad. Though often solicited by his numerous friends to 
become a candidate for office he has always declined, preferring his business at home. He owns 
stock in the Union and Planter’s bank of Memphis, Tenn., and many other good business enter- 
prises. Of thorough business capabilities and moral sentiments, his career has been one of 
modesty and yet activity. A promoter of all that is good, he brings into practice the virtues 
taught, and thereby commends the respect of all he meets in a business or social way. He is 
a liberal contributor to all religious and benevolent institutions, and is a whole-souled, pleasant, 
agreeable gentleman to meet. 

O. D. Sledge, a prominent business man of the county, owes his nativity to Marshall 
county, Miss., where he was born in October, 1S40, and is the youngest member of the well 
known firm of Sledge Bros. He was reared in Panola county, but received the principal part 
of his education in Florence, Ala. He espoused the cause of the Confederacy, and in 186] 
he enlisted in the army, participating in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth and Fort Pillow, 
where he was wounded and disabled for about six months. As soon as able he joiied General 
Forrest’s cavalry, with which he remained until the close of the war, surrendering at Selma, 
Ala. He returned home and superintended his father’s planting interests until the partner- 
ship with his father was formed, and then he and his brothers became interested in that busi- 
ness. In 1874 Mr. Sledge was married to Miss Dora Jones, a native of Mississippi, who died 
in 1886, leaving one child, Oliver Lee, who is now attending school at Sewanee, Tenn. In 
ISS8 Mr. Sledge was married to Miss Mattie L. Brahan, a native of Mississippi, and a daugh- 
ter of Col. John C. Brahan. Mr. Sledge is associated in business with the other brothers, 
and owns about as much properly as either of the others. He and wife are esteemed mem- 
bers of the Episcopal church, and he contributes liberally to all laudable enterprises. He is 
an excellent business man, and is an adept at making money, as are also the other brothers. 
He has a happy, contented disposition, and is universally esteewed. 

W. B. Sloan is the genial and popular clerk of the circuit court of Tate county, Miss., 
but is a native of Mecklenburg county, N. C., where he first saw the light of day August 13, 
1835, being the third child born to John and Dovey (Barry) Sloan, also of that state and 
county. Finishing his education in the county of his birth, he turned his attention to  busi- 
ness, but gave it up to enter the army, enlisting in May, 1861, in company B, Twenty-third 
North Carolina infantry, under Capt. George W. Seigle. Entering as sergeant of his com- 
pany, he was promoted the second year of his service to second lieutenant, winning an honor- 
able discharge at the close of the year on account of a wound received at the battle of Seven 
Pines. He was also in the engagement at Williamsburg. Mr. Sloan took up his residence 
in Coldwater in 1870, where he now resides in his own comfortable home. He was appointed 
and filled the office of deputy chancery and circuit clerk of his county two years—1S7) and 
[S76. In May, IS78, he was elected mayor of the town of Coldwater, whieh office he filled 
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for two years, at the expiration of which term he declined a re-election, on account of other 
business which occupied all of his time and attention. He was elected to the office which he 
now holds in 1883, serving with such merit that he was re-elected in 1SS7 without opposition. 
He is a generous, warm-hearted gentleman, and is a great favorite in local society, being a 
member of the Presbyterian church and the A. F. & A. M., lodge No. 76, of Senatobia. 
His parents, John and Dovey (Barry) Sloan, were blessed with six children, all of whom are 
still living. They are: Dr. A. B., of Coldwater; Dr. R. F., of Cass county, Tex.; W. B., 
the subject of this sketch; Ruth M., wife of J. T. Patterson, of Murphy, N. C.; Mary A., 
widow of T. A. Gillespie, and John D., who still resides in Mecklenburg county, N.C. Mr. 
Sloan, Sr., was an active, progressive farmer and an ardent democrat. He died in November, 
1845, at the age of forty-five years, the death of his wife occurring the previous year, at the 
early age of thirty-eight years. Dr. A. B. Sloan, eldest brother of W. B. Sloan, engaged in 
the mereantile business in bis native county of Mecklenburg, N. C., when but twenty years 
old, and continued in this line of business for about ten years, when he abandoned it for the 
profession of dentistry. In 1854 he married Miss Sarah J. Cooper, also a native of North 
Carolina, and in 1859 they removed to Mississippi. Three children gladdened their home 
and have left it to form homes of their own: J. E., amerchant in Alma, Ark.; Ida C., now 
Mrs. W. F. Baker, of the same place, and William T., who is in business in St. Louis. Mrs. 
Sloan died in 1863, and June 6, 1865, Dr. Sloan married Miss L. P. McCully, of Holly 
Springs, Miss. Like his brother, Dr. Sloan saw service in the war, enlisting in the Confederate 
atmy in the spring of 1563 as first lieutenant in Ballentine’s regiment, Journegan’s company, 
Mississippi cavalry. He reluctantly retired from the service after little more than one year’s 
experience on account of a severe attack of rheumatism contracted on the field. Dr. Sloan 
follows his ‘profession at Coldwater, where he is a well-known and respected citizen, as well 
as a skillful dental practitioner. He is active in all public enterprises, is an ardent politician, 
aud is a Master Mason of lodge No. 409, of Coldwater. Dr. and Mrs. Sloan are members of 
the Presbyterian church, and take an active interest in the social life of the town. 

Gen. Charles EK. Smedes, Mississippi City, Miss., is a Kentuckian by birth. Nine broth- 
ers, several of whom have reached high and eminent stations in life, have contributed to the 
dignity and honor of the family home. Two were talented Episcopal clergymen, and two 
attained prominence at the bar. General Smedes studied law under S. 8. Prentiss, and prac- 
ticed for a short time, but tiring of the confinement, he engaged successively in the wholesale 
grocery business at Vicksburg, and in the cotton brokerage and commission business at New 
Orleans. He was a soldier in the Mexican war, a member of the historical first regiment, 
Mississippi rifles, Jefferson Davis commanding. At the opening of the late war he promptly 


D 


entered the Confederate service, attained the rank of brigadier-general, and served with dis- 
tinction to the close of the conflict. Like so many others, when he returned to his former 
scene of business life he found utter desolation, and only those possessed of great buoyancy 
of nature and untiring energy were able to regain quickly the equilibrium of commercial life. 
A change in the management of the St. James hotel, New Orleans, made it possible for him 
to secure its lease, and this he did without delay. The success following his regime was phe- 
nomenal. General Smedes notably excels in the comprehension and mastery of the innumer- 
able details of a hotel, and the comforts and wishes of guests are of the first consideration, 
The cuisine is unsurpassed in the houses he has had under his control. He has been con- 
nected with the Maxwell house, Nashville; Marnes hotel, Mississippi City; Blount Springs, 
Ala.; Beersheba Springs, Tenn., and the Planters’ house, Augusta, Ga., and has gained a 
reputation extending over almost the entire Union. In 1878 he secured the leasehold of what 
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was then kuown as Barnes hotel, Mississippi City. He has converted it into an elegant hos- 
telry where there is at all seasons of the year a welcome to the invalid, the pleasure seeker} 
the sportsman, and the stranger. The house has been rechristened Gulf View, and is largely 
patronized by the wealthiest classes of merchants, professional people and planters. General 
Smedes takes a just pride in his military career. At the battle of Monterey he was promoted 
from the ranks to the office of captain, and was placed upon the staff of Gen. John A. Quit- 
man. He was a gallant, faithful soldier, and fully deserving of the honors conferred upon 
him. 

Dr. A. H. Smith is a retired physician. He was born in Charlotte county, Va., in the 
year 1815, a son of John and Elizabeth (Elam) Smith, who were also natives of the Old 
Dominion. The father of Dr. Smith, at an early age (about fourteen years), enlisted in the 
cause of American freedom, and fought as a soldier in the army of the Revolution. He was a 
farmer by vocation, and after the war resumed his previous life, and died in Tennessee. He 
was the father of nimeteen sons and daughters, born of two mothers. Dr. Smith was reared 
on a farm in Wilson county, Tenn., receiving an academic education at Laguardo academy, in 
the immediate neighborhood. He began to study medicine when eighteen years old, and 
graduated in the year 1537, in the medical department of Transylvania university, Lexing- 
ton, Ky. He began the practice of his profession at Sumterville, Ala., where he remained 
(except six years spent at Gainesville, a neighboring town), till IS6S, when he came to Meridian, 
Miss., and has made his home in this city ever since. On account of infirm health, Dr. Smith 
has not engaged actively in the practice of his profession for the last thirty years, and in 1S87 
was paralyzed in the right arm and leg, which has incapacitated him for walking ever since. 
He was elected to the legislature from Lauderdale county in 1870, and by contest was turned 
out after six weeks by the radicals. Dr. Smith was married in 1S41 to Miss Louisa David- 
son, who became the mother of three children, only one of whom, a daughter, Emma, is living. 
She is the wife of John D. MeInnes, of Meridian. The Doctor married a second time, in the 
year 1858, a Miss Jane Moors. Dr. Smith is a member of the Baptist church, while his wife 
is a Presbyterian. He is a Mason, also a member of the I. O. O. F. 

The family to which Addison B. Smith belongs was among the earliest settlers of Missis- 
sippi, and the grandfather, Judge Edmond Smith, was born in the state and was one of the 
early residents of old Sunflower county, in which he became a prominent and leading man in 
county affairs. He was an active politician, and so greatly was he admired, and so popular 
did he become, that he was chosen to represent the county in the state legislature, where his 
knowledge of law and the soundness of his propositions received immediate recognition. He 
also admirably filled the position of probate judge and held other oflices of trust and honor 
to the satisfaction of all concerned. James H. Smith, his son and the father of the subject 
of this sketch, was born in the Yazoo delta in. 1826, and there attained manhood. He was 
married to Miss Fannie Stubblefield, a native of Georgia and a daughter of Squire Stubble- 
field, one of the pioneers of Yazoo county, and there followed merchandising for a number of 
years, being a practical pharmacist. During the Civil war he served in the medical depart- 
ment of the Confederate army for about two years, but when just in the prime of life in 1863 
he was called from life. He was a man of liberal, generous and high minded impulses, and 
manifested the instincts aud training of a true gentleman in his daily walk and conversation. 
He was a Royal Arch Mason and throughout life was a warm admirer of that order. His 
widow survived him until 1SS5, when she was called from life. Addison B. Smith is the 
youngest of three sons, and although his advantages were limited in early life he has by eon 


tact with the world and the active interest he has taken in the business affairs of life beeome 
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an exceptionally well informed man. At the age of seventeen years he began clerking in the 
county in which he is now living, and for several years this occupation received his attention. 
Here he received a practical business education and training and laid the foundation for future 
success. In 1883 he embarked in business for himself in a small way, as his capital was 
exceedingly limited, but so thoroughly did he attend to every detail, so honorable was he in 
every respect, and so earnestly did he try to please his patrons that in time success crowned 
his efforts. He increased his stock of goods from time to time, as his purse permitted and 
his patronage demanded, and now, asa reward for his early labors, he has a large store filled 
with a select stock of general merchandise, and commands a large trade. He is a man of 
superior business qualifications, for besides possessing much discernment in the selection of 
his stock, he takes proper care of it after it has come into his possession. In 18S3 he was 
appointed postmaster of Indianola and since that time has served continuously in this capacity, 
and has made a faithful and capable official for Uncle Sam. He was married on the 29th of 
November, 1888, to Miss Beatrice Holt, a daughter of W. J. Holt, and by her is the father of 
one child, a little daughter named Mary A. Mrs. Smith was born, reared and educated in 
this state, and is an intelligent, agreeable and social lady. They are now residing in their 
handsome residence in Indianola, which has lately been erected, it being situated on a beau- 
tiful building site on the north side of the bayou. 

Allen N. Smith, the popular sheriff of Issaquena county, was the elder of two children 
born to Jobn and Esther (Mills) Smith, natives of Louisiana. The parents were married in 
their native state, and at an early day emigrated to Madison county, Miss., where Mr. Smith 
died when Allen N. was but a small boy. The other child, Rufus, died at the age of thirty- 
eight years. Mrs. Smith was a passenger on the first steamboat that plowed the waters of 
the Mississippi river. After her busband’s death she married J. L. Mitchell, of Kentucky, 
a school teacher by profession. They became the parents of one child, Joseph, who now 
resides in Hoimes county, aud is a piauter by pursuit. Mrs. Mitchell died at the age of 
forty-five. Allen N, Smith, who was born in Madison county, Miss., February 22, 1834, was 
fairly educated in the common schools of his native county, and at the age of seventeen 
years started out to follow the occupation to which he had been reared, farming, aud this he 
has continued the principal part of the time since. He has been a resident of Yazoo and 
LeF lore counties, but came to this in 1SS87, and in 1SS9 was eleeted sheriff and tax collector, 
the duties of which office he is filling in a manner highly creditable to himself and to the 
satisfaction of the community at large, and was re-elected July 6, 1891, for the term of 
four years. He has been inspector of the levee, and is a man of intelligence and influence, 
He has a fair complexion, is about six feet tall, weighs about two hundred and ten pounds, 
and, although very gray, is still erect and dignified. In 1566 he was married to Miss Sid- 
ney Skidmore, daughter of C. 8. Skidmore, of Madison county, and the fruits of this union 
have been four children: Clifton B. (deputy sheriff and a merchant of Mayersville, of this 
county), Sidney, Allie May and Rosa Lee. 

Austin W. Smith, planter of Saragossa plantation, is a native of Natchez, Miss., born on 
the 22d of May, 1543, and his father, Walton Pembroke Smith, was born in Madison 
county, Va., on the 7th of August, 1810. The elder Smith was educated in Maryland and 
Middleton, Conn., and when a young mau eame with some of his people to Adams county, 
Miss., where he was married to Miss Anna Elizabeth Williams. He became the owner of 
large landed estates in Adams county, Miss., Louisiana, Missouri and Virginia, and held 
various minor offices in Louisiana. He was a stanch union man and at one time during the 
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his house was‘surrounded by about twenty-seven Federal soldiers who commenced an assault 
upon it. This frightened al] the inmates very much except Mr. Smith, who told the others 
to secret themselves as best they could while hetook up his trusty gun and prepared to defend 
his home. He fired upon them and killed two, after which the others fled. The house was 
riddled with bullets. He was at one time president of the police jury in Concordia parish, 
La., avd was also a tutor of John Perkins, who became a very prominent man in the Con- 
federate congress. Mr. Smith died in August, 1866, while in Missouri. His father, William 
Haslett Smith, was born in Maryland on the 9th of June, 1777, and was an educated and 
well informed gentleman. He was a very extensive planter but was formerly a wine mer- 
chant and importer in Baltimore. His wife, Mary Bell Madison was a daughter of Francis 
Madison who was a brother of President James Madison. She was born in the Old Dominion 
in 1773 and died in 1S12. Mr. Smith died on the loth of July, 1829. Their family consisted 
of three children, two sons and a daughter, Walton Pembroke Smith being the second in 
order of birth. In 1815, Mr. Smith took for his second wife Miss Hannah Level, a native of 
Kentucky, who died in 1519. He had extensive planting interests in Louisiana and Virginia, 
and was aman of great resources. His father, David Smith, was born in Cecil county, Md., 
on the 27th of August, 1739, and was a graduate of Princeton college. He was married on 
the 6th of December, 1768, to Miss Martha Haslett, and they became tie parents of three 
sons and one daughter. David Smith was sheriff under George III of Cecil county a 
number of years and spent all his lifethere. He was tutor of Rutledge, one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence. His father, John Smith, was born near Londonderry, 
Treland, in 1701 and died September 9th, 1772. He came to America in the early part of the 
eighteenth century with his father, John Smith, (of Scotch-Irish decent) who settled in Penn- 
sylvania on the Susquehanna river. John Smith, Jr., younger brother of James Smith was 
a prominent lawyer in York, Pa., was one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence 
and was one of the committee who calied that body together. Tie was a colonel in tie Revo- 
lutionary war anda member of the Continental congress. Austin Williams, the maternal 
grandfather of Austin W. Smith (our subject), was born in Jessamine county, Ky., on the 24th 
of June, 1780, and died on the {9th of October, 1546. When a young man he came to 
Adams county, Miss., and was there married to Miss Caroline Matilda Routh. They spent 
the balance of their days there, Mr. Williams becoming quite wealthy as a planter. He was 
a captain at the battle of New Orleans, U. S. A. His father, Charles Pieree Williams. was 
born near Petersburg, Va. but moved from that state to Kentucky, where his death occurred. 
He married Miss Elizabeth Redd, a daughter of Mordica Redd and eranddaughter of Col. 
John Minor of Revolutionary fame. Charles P. Williams was the son of Barney Williams, 
who came from Wales to Virginia in 1700. Job Routh, the father of Mrs. Williams was a 
very early settler of Adams county and became one of the largest land holders and planters, 
being the owner of forty thousand acres in Louisiana. He left a large family of well known 
sons and daughters. 

Austin W. Smith was the second in order of birth of the following children: Dr. Jobn 
Davidson (deceased) was a man of fine education. He was lieutenant in a Louisiana eom- 
pany of cavalry under General Taylor in the Confederate army, and was a physician at 
Natchez. His death occurred in 1SS5: William Madison was killed in a steamgin in Con- 
cordia parish, La. He was a courier for Gen. Majors in the Confederate army; Haller 
Routh was killed in February, 1S67, by the aecidental discharge of a gun at Saragossa: 
Austin W. Smith was edueated under private tutors, among them Frank Waterhouse, president 
now of the high school of the city of Boston, Mass., and later attended Oakland and Jeffer- 
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son colleges, also Fredericksburg, Va. In 1561 when not eighteen years of age, he joined 
company E, Fourth Louisiana battalion, Confederate States army, and served as corporal and 
sergeant. At Atlanta he was promoted to ensign and afterward served in that capacity in the 
Pelican regiment. He fought in the campaigns in West Virgima and in the fall of 1S61 he 
was sent to Savannah, Ga., operating in the extreme south until 1563. After this he was 
around Vicksburg, Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Missionary ridge and at Resaca. He was 
wounded at the last named place and afterward joined his command at Atlanta. He then 
went back with Hood to“Tennessee, was on detached service, went from there to Mobile, 
thence to Meridian, Miss., and started to join Johnston with his company, but was soon 
ordered back to Meridian to surrender. He is now the only ensign living of the fifteen in his 
brigade. After the war he returned to planting and in May, 1867, he married Clara Ann 
Montgomery, a native of Jefferson county, Miss., and the daughter of Prosper K. and Mariah 
L. (Darden) Montgomery. Mr. Montgomery was born in Adams county, in ISOS, and was 
married in Jefferson county, to Miss Darden, a native of the last named county. Her death 
occurred in that county, in 1864, and Mr. Montgomery’s death followed in 1886. Mrs. 
Montgomery was a daughter of Buckner Darden. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith were born, three 
living children. Since 1868, Mr. Smith has lived on his present property, and the house, an 
old Spanish building, was formerly surrounded by a brick wall, probably for protection against 
the Indians. The plantation consists of eighteen hundred acres, and Mr, Smith owns four 
hundred acres in Louisiana. He is a member of the Veteran association and his wife is a 
member of the Presbyterian church. He is a descendant of a very old, intellligent and aristo- 
cratic family and one of which he may well be proud. ‘ 

Isaac C. Smith, a prominent farmer of Lincoln county, living three miles northeast of 
Brookhaven, was born in December, 1848, inthe house in which he now lives. He was a son 
of Leonard and Lenora (Maxwell) Smith. Her mother was a daughter of Maj. Jesse Max- 
well and Priscilla (Kees) Maxwell. The Maxwells had a large family of children, three sons 
and three daughters of which are now living. Of these, Carroll resides on Pearl river, near 
Monticello; Thomas K., lives near him; Joel P., is married and lives in Lincoln county, near 
his father’s old homestead; Amanda P., is the wife of Mr. A. Price, and lives on a plantation 
near Bogue Chitto; Lenora, the mother of our snbject, is a member of his family, having 
made her home with her children since the death of her husband in 1804; Pernecia is the 
wife of John Ray, and lives ona plantation in Lincoln county; Conway died, leaving a family 
of three children; Louis W. died at Grenada, leaving two daughters; Martha M. bore her 
husband, Fleet Cooper, two daughters, and she and her husband are now deceased; Sallie 
married Ambrose Bull, and both died in Arkansas, leaving four children. Carroll, Thomas 
K. and Amanda P. all had large families. Leonard Smith, the father of our subject, was 
the fifth son in order of birth of his parents’ children, named as follows: Isaac, who died 
when young; Isham, also deceased; Lott (deceased) and leaving a large family; William, 
who died leaving four children; Leonard, the father of our subject, who left three sons and 
a daughter; Everett (deceased), who left three children; Martin, who was killed by a train 
while riding ona hand car, and who left one son; Sallie, whomarried Ambrose Bull, died leav- 
ing four children; Nancy (deceased) was the wife of Richard Coke, who is also dead; Mmily 
J. married Anslom H. Jayne, and both are deceased, leaving one daughter; Mary (deceased) 
was the wife of Solomon Carpenter, who is also deceased, and left a large family; Jane 
is the widow of John Hart, and lives in Yazoo county, having reared a large family. Leon- 
ard Smith was born in 1808 in Georgia, and located with his parents where his son, Isaac 
Smith, now lives. There he made his home until his death in 1854, as above mentioned, 
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his wifesurviving him. To them were born four children, three sons and one daughter: 
Louisa J., who was never married, lives on the old homestead with her brother; she is a 
member of the Baptist church. Jesse M., who was born December 28, 1850, married Miss 
Julia Tyler, a native of Lawrence county, Miss., being a daughter of Marvin and Frances 
(Hardy) Tyler. Her father was a native of New York, and her mother of Alabama. Their 
children were: Julius, Martha, Julia, Emma and Thomas, the latter being deceased. Jesse 
M. and his wife are both members of the Baptist church. They have had three children: 
Ernest (deceased), Alva and Herbert. Joel I., another son of Leonard Smith, was born 
March 1, 1853. He received his education at the common schools of Lincoln county. He 
has lived with his brother Isaac, and has assisted him in planting. He cast his first presi- 
dential vote for S. J. Tilden. He is a member of the Baptist church. Isaac, the first son 
and the second child in order of birth in his father’s family, received a limited education 
at the common schools, in consequence of the death of his father, which left a portion of 
the family support on him, and was prevented from pursuing bis studies further. He was 
married December 21, 1876, to Miss Cornelia E. Ross, who was born in Lawrence county in 
1856. She is a daughter of Simeon and Margaret (Wiley) Ross, both natives of Lawrence 
county. Mr. and Mrs. Ross have had three children, two daughters and one son, named 
as follows: John W., Susana and Cornelia. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith was born one child, 
Estus C., who was born November 14, 1877. His mother died December 28, of the same 
year. Mr. Smith is a democrat, politically, and cast his first vote for Horace Greeley. He 
is a member of the board of supervisors of Lincoln county, and he and his brother, Jesse 
M., are members of the Farmers’ Alliance. He is a Baptist, and a strong advocate of the 
temperance cause. He contributes liberally to churches, schools and all enterprises, believ- 
ing thoroughly in everything that he thinks has a tendency toward the good of the people, 
and the upbuilding of the cause of Christ. He has landed property, comprising in area 
about twelve buodred acres, and he is the owoer of a steam yvrisiaull, Ganemill and cotton- 
mill combined. 

James C. Smith, general merchant and vice president of the Crystal Springs bank, was 
born in Edgefield district, S. C., in 1830, a son of James and Nancy (Clement) Smith, 
natives of North Carolina, who were married in South Carolina, in Edgefield district, and 
lived there until about 1838. At that time they came to Copiah county, settling four miles 
north of Crystal Springs, amidst a wide extent of forest, this part of the state being at 
that time much of it in a primitive condition. Mr. Smith cleared and improved a farm, 
upon which he lived until his death, which occurred in 1858, at the age of sixty-one, his 
widow surviving him till 1870, when she died at the age of seventy-five years. Mr. Smith 
was of English descent, and his family were not numerous, his sister, Mrs. Wood, who 
lived near Aberdeen, having been his only relative in Mississippi. He was an honest, indus- 
trious man, modest and retiring in disposition, a good citizen and successful planter. The 
subject of this sketch was the second of six children born to his parents, three of whom are 
still living: John, who was a member of the Sixteenth and afterward of the Thirty-sixth 
Mississippi infantry, and died at the old homestead; William J. served in company C, of the 
Sixteenth Mississippi infantry all through the war; Isaac served during most of the period 
of the war in the Thirty-sixth Mississippi infantry; Sarah Ann (deceased), who became the 
wife of Jack Young: Elizabeth (deceased) married William Clark. Our subject passed his 
boyhood days on the plantation, receiving a common-sehool education. At the age of 
twenty he began planting on liis own account, which he continued for two years. He then 


engaged in the mercantile business near his old home, which he continued until the railroad 
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was built in 1858, when he saw a more advantageous position near Crystal Springs, and 
removing to that point, became the first merchant there. His career since that time has 
been one of most gratifying success. He not only enjoys the distinetion of being the pio- 
neer merchant of that section, but one of the leading merchants as well. His operations 
before the war were so extensive that some years he did as much as $75,000 in trade, and 
his business now aggregates about $35,000. During the last year of the war Mr. Smith 
served in Mississippi in Major Roberts’ cavalry. He was married, in 1801, to Matilda, a 
daughter of Calvin and Martha Cox, natives of South Carolina, whence they came to Ala- 
bama at an early day, removing from there to Copiah county, where they passed the 
rewainder of their lives. Her father, who was a well-known planter, died soon after the 
war. Mrs. Smith was a native of Alabama. She has borne her husband nine children, 
seven of whom are still living: William Robert, James C., Jr., Wiley T., Augnstus, Andrew, 
Mattie and Anna. Mr. Smith was the first president of the Crystal Springs bank, which 
position he held for two years, and has since been its vice president. His familiarity with 
the mereantile business was extensive, and his acquaintance extends through all parts of the 
state. Mrs. Smith died in 1889, having for many years been a member of the Baptist 
church, and is remembered as a most estimable lady, devoted to her children, of a charitable 
disposition and most pleasing manners. Mr. Smith is a consistent and helpful member 
of the Baptist church. In person Mr. Smith is rather tall and spare built, is courteous, 
affable and friendly, and has the faculty of drawing to him and retaining many friends. 
He has led a quiet, but in a certain sense, a very active life. He has made a great fiuancial 
success. He exercises the right of suffrage for the good of the community at large, but 
does not neglect his business for polities. He has given much attention to the education of 
his children, all of whom are worthy members of society, and several of his sons are con- 
nected with his business in different capacities. 

Murray F. Smith is an attorney of the firm of Miller, Smith & Hirsch, and for the past 
seventeen years has been a resident of Vicksburg, Miss., and one of its most eminent and 
successful lawyers. He was born in Milton, Caswell county, N. C., in 1850, the youngest of 
seven children that grew to maturity born to George A. and Adaline (McGehee) Smith, who 
were born in Virginia and North Carolina, respectively. The father was a merchant and a 
prosperous tobacco manufacturer. He died in 1860 and his wife in 1858S, both having been 
earnest and consistent members of the Presbyterian church. The paternal ancestors for 
many years back were residents of Virginia, the mother’s people being wealthy and influen- 
tial residents of the Old North state. Murray I’. Smith was educated in the state of his 
birth, baving been an attendant of Bingham school, a noted educational institution of North 
Carolina, and later graduated from the Washington and Lee University of Lexington, Va., in 
1870. Immediately upon leaving this institution he began the study of law in Judge Pear- 
son’s law school at Richmond Hill, Yadkin county, N. C., and graduated therefrom in Janu- 
ary, 1872, being admitted to the bar by the supreme court of that state in 1872. He at once 
began practicing in Greensboro, N. C., continuing there until April. 1874, when he came to 
Vicksburg, Miss. He was married the same year to Miss Kate Wilson, of Vicksburg, a 
daughter of Victor Ff. Wilson, a merchant for many years of this city, who died about 1865. 
In the fall of 1874 he became a regular practitioner of Vicksburg, and in L878 formed a 
partnership with John A. Klein, which continued for one year. In 1580 he became associ- 
ated with A. B. and W. B. Pitman, the firm being Pitman, Pitman & Smith until 1883, but 
since January, 1854. has been associated with his present partners, they being now the at- 
torneys for the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railroad, the Delta Trust and Banking com. 
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pany, the St. Louis & New Orleans Anchor Line Steamboat company, the Yazoo & Talla- 
hatchie Transportation company, the Refuge Oil Mill company and the Vicksburg Street 
Railway company. ‘This firm have a very large private court practice and handle in a mas- 
terly manner the many large and important suits entrusted to them. Mr. Smith has been 
quite an active politician, has attended many conventions, and every state convention since 
1880. In 1887 he was elected to the lower house of the state legislature for the session of 
1888, and served on several important committees. He was a member of the state constitu- 
tional convention in 1890, and in every official position in which he has served he has added 
luster to his name and has shown that he is possessed of mental qualities of no ordinary 
merit. He is active in the affairs of the city and is in all ways an exemplary citizen. He 
has always been a careful and painstaking student and gives the most devoted attention to his 
cases. He isa member of Vicksburg lodge of the A. F. & A. M., Lee lodge of the K. of P., is 
an Elk, and K. of H., and also belongs to the American Legion of Honor. He is a good 
financier and has erected a handsome residence on Prince street, besides having an interest in 
a plantation in this county. He and his wife are members of the Episcopal church and are 
the parents of four interesting children: Victor Conway, Murray Forbes, Jr., Ada McGehee 
and Clarence Carroll, Mr. Smith is a director of the D. W. Froweree Ice company and has 
manifested much interest in other worthy enterprises. 

Robert M. Smith, planter, Mayersville, Miss. This branch of the Smith family is the 
oldest now living in the county, the father, Robert M. Smith, Sr., having settled herein 1843, 
and there is but one other family now in the county who settled here at an earlier period. 
Robert M. Smith, Sr., was born in the blue grass regions of Kentucky, but came to Missis- 
sippi in 1832, and was married in 1847 to Miss Margaret Charr, a native of Tennessee. Mrs. 
Smith went on a visit to Missouri and there, in the year 1848, Robert M. Smith, Jr., was 
born. The elder Smith was a man of more than usual influence in the community, was firm 
in his convictions and was sensitive of his honor. Public oftices were bestowed upon him 
on account of his intelligence; tact and integrity, and these talents commanded for him the 
respect of every citizen in public affairs. He served as magistrate for many years, also 
held the office of treasurer of the county, was a member of the board of county police, and 
was also a member of the levee board. He was notin active service during the Civil war, 
but was provost marshal in Issaquena county a portion of thattime. He was a manager 
for twenty-seven years, twelve years for William Cannon, and fifteen years for Stephen 
Duncan. He commenced planting for himself in 1858, and during the war lost nearly all 
his property, having to commence almost at the beginning in 1865. He was unusually 
successful in that occupation, and at the time of his death, in 1877, he was one of the sub- 
stantial men of the county. To his marriage were born nine children, Robert M. being the 
eldest. ‘The others were: W. J. (died in 1883); Martha C., wife of I*. B. Hill, of Patter- 
sou, La.; Mamie E., wife of Will 1. Collins, of Mayersville; Preston H., resides in Issaquena 
county; Lee 8., of Louisiana; L. W. (died in July, 1890); Lurena, wife of James P. Heath, 
of this caunty; and Hampton P. (deceased). The mother of these children is still living. 
Mr. Smith was a member of the I. O. O. I. and the A. I’. & A. M., being a charter member 
of the old Preston lodge, the first in the county. Robert M. Smith, Jr., was educated in 
Issaquena county, and at the age of twenty-two started ont to make his own way in life. 
His first venture was in the mercantile business at Clover Hill, this county, where he 
remained from 1867 to 1873, when he closed out and engaged in planting. In 1878 his 
father’s estate demanded his attention, and he took charge of this, remaining thus employed 


until 1890. He has been twice married, first in December, 1873, to Miss Linda Sibley, 
XxX 
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daughter of John T. Sibley, of New Orleans, La. She died in July, 1874, and on the Ist 
of January, 1890, Mr. Smith took for his second wife Miss Emma Woodry, daughter of John 
Woodry, of New Orleans, La. Both of her parents died when she was quite small. Mr. 
Smith’s first wife was a member of the Presbyterian church, but his second wife is a Metho- 
dist, and Mr. Smith holds membership in the same church. He is a member of the American 
Legion of Honor of Vicksburg, Miss. Mr. and Mrs. Smith are the parents of one child, a 
son, Robert M., who was born on the 13th of January, 1891. The eldest son for three suc- 
cessive generations has been named Robert M., thus retaining the old family name. Mr. 
Smith is the owner of seven hundred and eighty acres of land, with five hundred acres under 
cultivation, on which are annually raised about three hundred andl fifty bales of cotton. He 
has one of the finest city residences and owns considerable property besides. He is quite a 
popular man in the county, and makes many warm friends wherever he goes. He is 
extremely fond of hunting, and always keeps a number of fine dogs. His complexion is 
quite fair, and he is about five feet eight inches in hight, and weighing about two hundred 
and twenty pounds. 

No work devoted to the history and the commercial and professional interests of 
Mississippi could be complete without some mention of the well-known gentleman, 
Dr. Sidney O. Smith, a native-born Mississippian, who has attained high rank in his 
chosen profession. His parents were John D. and Margaret P. (Mize) Smith. The former 
was a native of Georgia, born in 1809, the latter of Alabama, born 1829. They were the 
earliest pioneers where they first settled in Mississippi, and where they spent the greater 
part of their lives, removing in 1870 to Covington county and thence to Lincoln county. 
There the father died in 1884, the mother surviving him. They were the parents of six 
children: Ophelia R., Lerona V., Cornelia, Neulan B., Sydney O. and another who 
died in infancy, unnamed. Of this family the subject of this notice was the first born 
September 17, 1861, and was educated principally at the Byhala high school, of Lin- 
coln county, Miss., and in 1878 began the study of medicine, under the direction of Prof. 
W. H. Dixon, and Dr. E. A. Rowar, of Wesson, Miss. In the winter of 1880 and 1881 he 
attended lectures at the medical department of the Tulane university, at New Orleans, La., 
formerly known as the University of Louisiana. Later he read medicine for a time at 
Raleigh, Miss., under the instructions of his brother, Dr. D. L. Smith, and was at the 
same time engaged in teaching school. In the fall of 1881-2 he took a second conrse of 
lectures at Tulane university, from which he was graduated with high honors in March, 
1882. He soon after located in Lincolu county, Miss., and, for a short time, practiced his 
profession there, but removed to Wesson, Miss., where he was a resident practitioner until 
March, 1884. From that date until June, 1884, he was engaged in the practice of medicine 
at Natchez, Miss. At this time his father was taken with his final illness, and Dr. Smith 
returned home to render him such assistance as was in his power to give. After his father’s 
death, he returned to Wesson, Miss., where he resumed his practice, and on the 27th of Novem- 
ber, 1884, he was united in marriage to Miss Anna M. a daughter of W. W. and Anna L. 
(Waddell) Robeson. In January, 1850, he again took up his residence in Natchez, Miss., 
where he practiced with some success until October, 1885, at which time he returned to 
Wesson, Miss. He removed in January, 1889, to Ellisville, where he has since remained, 
having acquired a successful and extensive practice, and won the confidence of the public 
generally, and also that of his professional brethren. In April, IS91, he formed a partner- 
ship with Dr. Robert L. Turner, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. The 
Doctor is a member of the State Medical association, of the Masonic order, of the Knights 
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of Pythias and of the Baptist church, while his wife is identified with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South. They are the parents of threechildren: Sydney W., Annie J. and Nellie L. 

William M. Smith, merchant and farmer, Booneville, Miss. Between the years 1830 
and 1840 the state of Mississippi received many emigrants from other states, and among 
those who sought out homes in the wilderness were Joseph and Nancy (Mussy) Smith, 
natives of Georgia and the parents of our subject. They were married in their native state, 
but subsequently moved to a place near Birmingham, Ala., thence to Fayette county of that 
state, and in 1836 they came to Mississippi, locating six miles south of Ripley, in Tip- 
pah county. The country was wild and unsettled, and Indians were numerous, but during 
the year 1836 many settlers poured into the state. Mr. Smith was a blacksmith by 
trade, but in connection with this he also engaged in tilling the soil in Tippah county, until 
1844, when he removed to what is now Prentiss county, near Blackland. There he resided 
until the breaking out of hostilities between the North and South, when, with his wife 
and daughters, he moved to Fayette county, Ala. There bis death occurred when eighty- 
three years of age. He was a stanch democrat, took an active part in politics and was well 
posted on the issues of the day. He wasa soldier in the War of 1812 with General Jack- 
son, of whom he was a great admirer and one of his most earnest supporters. He was a 
leading member of the Methodist church, as was also his wife, and was a very liberal sup- 
porter of the same. He was one of a large family of sons in Georgia, but he was the only 
one whocame West. His marriage was blessed by the birth of seven children—five sons and 
two daughters—all of whom lived to be grown, and four are yet living: Jobn died in Corinth, 
Miss., just before the war: Mrs. Eliza Roseman (deceased); James B. was in the army of 
Virginia, and was killed at the battle of the Wilderness; he left a wife and several children, 
one of his sons serving in the army with him. HR. Allen (retired) resides in Fayetteville, Ala., 
and was a saddler in early life; he was born in the year 1819, and was a soldier in the Civil 
war, holding the rank of captain of a company at Shiloh: William M. (subject); Thomas B. 
was a soldier in the Civil war; he is now keeping hotel at Fort Worth, Tex.; and Mrs. Mary 
Ann Hubbert resides in Walker county, Ala) William M. Smith emigrated to Mississippi 
with his parents when fifteen years of age, received his education in the schools of the 
county, and in 1542 began working for himself. One year later he went from Tippah to 
Prentiss county, settled in Blackland in the west part of the county, and there entered wild 
land, which he continued to cultivate until 1880, when he came to Booneville. He was mar- 
ried to Miss Nancy Ray, a native of Tippah county, Miss., born in 1821, and the fruits of 
this union were three children, all sons, two of whom are yet living. The mother of these 
children died about 1855. She was a worthy member of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
church. The children were named: A. Gaines Smith, Franklin Smith, who died when 
young, and Dr. William A. Smith, the latter a practicing physician at Sherman, Miss. He 
served in the cavalry during the latter part of the Civil war. A. Gaines Smith, now a prom- 
inent merchant of Booneville, was born in Tippah county, Miss., and reared in what is now 
Prentiss county. He received a good practical education in the common schools, and during 
the war served in Hawkins’ battery of sharpshooters in General Wood’s brigade, Claiborne’s 
division, as sergeant. He was in the battles of Perryville, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, ete., 
and was captured on the 22d of July, 1864. He was carried to Camp Chase, Ohio. and 
retained there until May, 1865. After being released he returned to his home, began farm- 
ing, and in September, 1866, he came to Booneville, where he bas been engaged in merehan- 
dising ever since, with the exception of one year in Mobile, when he was interested in the 
produce commission business. He is now engaged in a general dry goods merchandising 
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business. Mr. Smith is a democrat, and one of the leading men in the place. He was mar- 
ried to Miss Lou M. Norwood, a native of Kentucky, born near Bowling Green, and the 
daughter of B. F.and Ann M. (Webb) Norwood, both natives of North Carolina. Her 
parents were married near Carthage, Tenn., and Mrs. Smith was the eldest of the children 
born to this union. Her people came to Mississippi about the breaking out of the war, and 
the father followed the occupation of a tobacco grower to some extent. He is now deceased, 
but the mother is living, and resides in Mississippi. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith were born nine 
children: Edgar G., Jessie, Willie, Annie Lee, Lota, Ray, Dora, Douglas, Bessie and Lil- 
lian, all daughters but two. Edgar married a Miss Johnson, and resides in Monroe county, 
Miss. The father of these children is a member of the Presbyterian church. He is quite a 
prominent Mason, was master of his lodge for five years, district deputy grand master for 
four years, and was re-elected to that position of the first district of Mississippi in 1891. To 
return to the father of the above-mentioned gentleman: After the death of his first wife, 
William M. Smith married Mrs. Martha E. Pressley, a native of the Old North state. To 
this union were born two daughters: Anna P. and Dora (deceased). Anna P. is the wife of 
P. M. Walker, who is a merchant of Booneville, and a brother of Dr. Walker, of Baldwyn, 
Miss. Miss Dora, who was educated at Florence, Ala., and who was a highly accomplished 
young lady, died in 1886. The mother of these children died on the 24th of September, 
1889, when about seventy-two years of age. She was a member of the Baptist church, in 
which sbe was a very active member and a devoted worker. She was educated at Wake 
Forest, N. C., and was the daughter of Oscar Pressley, a sailor on the ocean. During the 
war Mr. Smith took no active part. In politics he affiliates with the democratic party, and 
socially he is a member of the Masonic fraternity, Brownville lodge No. 305. He has held 
the office of taxcollector and other minor offices in the county. 

Dr. A. J. Smythe, physician, Bethany, Miss., was born in old Pontotoc county (now Lee), 
Miss., on February 29,1856, and was the only child born to the union of Anson 
G. and Caroline (Humphreys) Smythe, both natives of South Carolina. The paternal 
grandparents removed fromSouth Carolina to Alabama at an early day, resided there for 
several years, and then removed to Carroll county Miss., near Vaiden, where the grand- 
father located and passed the remainder of his days, his death occurring in 1868. In con- 
nection with his occupation as a farmer he also followed the blacksmith trade. The mater- 
nal grandparents came to Mississippi in 1839. Anson G. Smythe studied medicine in the 
office of Dr. Cross, at Lexington, Miss., in his youthful days and subsequently attended med- 
ical lectures at New Orleans. He located in Prentiss county, near Baldwyn, in 1842 he 
practiced bis profession there, and was married the same year in the house where his son, Dr. 
A. J. Smythe, now lives, one mile east of Bethany, Prentiss county. In his youthful days 
he followed surveying a considerate portion of his time. His wife died at Bethany in Novem- 
ber, 1876, and was a consistent member of the Bethany Presbyterian church. The father 
died on July 2, 1884, at the same place. He was a free thinker and was one of 
the leading physicians in the county. Dr. A. J. Smythe was educated at the Kentucky Mili- 
tary institute near Fraukfort, and in tbe fall of 1S77and winter of 1878 he attended medical 
college at New Orleans at what is now known as Tulane university, although prior to that he 
had read medicine for several years in his father’s office. He graduated at Bellevue Hospi- 
tal college, New York, in 1581, aud then returned to Prentiss county; began practicing his 
profession at Bethany, where he has remained up to the present writing. He was married in 
1878 to Miss Emma Richey, daughter of Robert Richey, of Lee county, Miss., and they had 
born to their union six children, two sons and four daughters: Mabel, Caroline, Nancy, Gor- 
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don, Emma and Andrew J. Dr. Smythe owns one hundred and sixty acres of land, has sixty 
acres under cultivation, but gives this very little attention, for his whole time is taken up with 
his large and lucrative practice. He has resided in the community where he now lives all his 
life, with the exception of a few years during the war, when his father moved with his family 
to Aberdeen for protection, and remained there until the war closed, when they returned to 
their former home. The Doctor is a member of the Knights of Honor and Mrs. Smythe is a 
member of the Presbyterian church. 

John A. Snell is the present efficient incumbent of the office of county treasurer and was 
born in Lowndes county in 1$47, a son of Reuben H. and Elizabeth (Love) Snell, natives of 
South Carolina, but early emigrants to Lowndes county, Miss., where they spent the 
remainder of their lives, the father having followed the calling of a planter. Their union 
resulted in the birth of seven children. John A. Snell was reared on his father’s plantation 
and was given the advantages of the public schools of Lowndes county, in which he improved 
his time to the utmost and became a proficient scholar. In January, 1864, he enlisted in 
company J, Sixth Mississippi cavalry, and served until badly wounded at Harrisburg. Miss., 
July 14. 1864, his right leg being taken off by a shell. After being confined to the hospital 
for about two months he returned home and was engaged in planting until be was elected 
assessor in 1875, and county treasurer in 1877, the duties of the last named position being 
filled by him continuously and with ability ever since. The people of this section have 
known him from his birth and the confidence which they have in him is therefore intelli- 
gently placed, for they have had every opportunity to judge of his character and qualifica- 
tions. He has shown himself to be capable and trustworthy and his kindness and courtesy 
have won for him much popularity and the good will of all. He is an earnest member of the 
Presbyterian church, and socially belongs to the K. of H. 

W. P. Snowden, planter, Deerbrook, Noxubee county, Miss. W. P. Snowlen is the 
son of James A. and Sarah 5. (Holder) Snowden, who were bora in Utica, Oneida connty, 
N.-Y., in 1806, and Winchester. Franklin county, Tenn., respectively. The parents were 
married in 1535 in Winchester, Tenn., and their son, the subject of this sketch, was born in 
that place in 1837. In 1845 he removed with his parents to Chickasaw county, Miss., where 
they settled on a farm. Here his mother died in 1849. The father, with five children, 
removed to Monroe county, near Aberdeen, in 1851, at which place the family resided when 
the Civil war broke out in 1861. W. P. Snowden was one of the first men mustered into 
the Confederate service in Monroe county. He went out as a private in the Eleventh Mis- 
sissippi, commanded by Col. W. H. Moore, and after reaching Harper's ferry was put in 
the brigade of General Bee. He was in all the engagements of the Virginia army prior to 
the battle of Gettysburg, where he received two severe wounds, and was captured by the 
enemy. Previous to this battle he received three wounds, one at Malvern Hill and two at 
Sharpsburg. After his capture at Gettysburg he was imprisoned at Johnson’s island, where 
he remained until exchanged, March 14, 1865. After returaing to his command he suc- 
ceeded to the captaincy of his company. On reaching home, after the surrender of General 
Lee’s army, be found that all his property had been destroyed or confiscated by the Fed- 
eral cavalry, not having as much as a change of clothes left. He then began life anew as 
a tiller of the soil, went to work and by industry and economy soon regained a part of his 
fallen fortune. Mr. Snowden was married in 1872 to Miss Dora Blanche Henson, of Aber- 
deen, who died in 1874, leaving an infant, Dora Blanche. He was afterward married to 
Miss Mollie G. Bush, of Noxubee county, where he now resides with bis family. He has two 
daughters by his second marriage: Eva Bush and Corrie Delle. His family are all living 
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with him. Mr. Snowden is now in comfortable circumstances, and bas considerable landed 
interests in Noxubee, Lowndes and Monroe counties. The career of Mr. Snowden since 
the war presents an example of industry, perseverance and good management, rewarded by 

substantial results, well worthy the imitation of all those who start out in life, as he did 
after the war, with no capital except a good constitution and a liberal supply of pluck and 
energy. 

Martin U. Sojourner, a planter of Copiah county, was born in Orange district, 8. C., 
in 1833, the son of Roderick and Lovisa Sojourner. His father, also a native of South Car- 
olina, led the life of a planter from his youth up. He married Mrs. Lovisa Sallie Young. 
This lady was three times married; her first husband, Mr. Young, was the father of four 
children, all of whom are deceased: to her and Mr. Bolin, her second husband, were born 
two children, one of whom, the widow of D. F. Fanning, is now living; by her last husband, 
Mr. Sojourner, she has three children: Friday W., killed at the siege of Vicksburg; Bridges 
H., of Copiah county, and Martin U. Roderick Sojourner was a member of the Masonic 
order, and he and his wife were both identified with the Baptist church. He came with his 
family to Mississippi, locating in Copiah county in 1841, where he remained until his death. 
At the age of twenty-one, our subject began life for himself by taking up the career of a 
planter, and he has proved himself to be a very successful farmer. His plantation is in 
good repair and almost invariably produces good crops. His life-long interest with the 
planting business has naturally inclined him toward movements that will benefit agricult- 
ure, so that one expects to know that he is a well known member of the Farmers’ Alliance. 
In 1853 he married Amanda E. Sandifer, a daughter of William T. and Catherine Sandifer, 
and of a very old and estimable family of Copiaheounty, who has madehim the father of three 
children: Lafayette B., of Copiah county; Mary A., wife of Albert Trayler, Copiah county; 
John C., who is deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Sojourner and their family are all members of the 
Baptist church. Our subject pursued his vocation so successfully that he is now regarded 
as much more than a well-to-do planter. In addition to his other operations he raises 
thoroughbred Jersey cattle and fine hogs. He has reached that point in his career where he 
is enabled to take life easily, but though having a sufficiency of this world’s goods for all he 
needs, he does not relax one whit in his brisk business methods. He is a man who stands 
deservedly high in the community, and one who is equally well liked for his jovial ways. 

Hon. Thomas H. Somerville, lawyer;“Winona, Miss., inherits sturdy Scotch blood from 

‘his paternal ancestors, his grandfather, James Somerville, having been a native of Scotland 
but emigrated to the States prior to the Revolution. The latter’s son, Samuel Somerville, 
was a native of the Old Dominion, and was reared to mature years in that state. He was mar- 
ried there to Miss Jennie B. Farish, also a native of that state, and the daughter of Colonel Far- 
ish, of an old and prominent Virginia family. Mr. Somerville followed farming in Culpeper 
county, was a successful farmer, and in that state reared his family. He was an honest, indus- 
trious citizen, anda man respected by all for his noble qualities of mind and heart. His family 
consisted of six sons and four daughters. One of his sons, Hon. Thomas H. Somerville, 
subject of sketch, was born in Culpeper county, Va., on September 1%, 1850, and there 
passed his boyhood days, and received his education at Washington and Lee university, 
graduating from the law department of that institution in June, 1872. After finishing his 
education he came West, located first at Carrollton, Miss., where he entered into a law part- 
nership with his cousin, Col. James Somerville, and two years later he located at Vaiden, 
Carroll county, where he continued practicing law until 1876. He then returned to Carroll- 
ton and continued his law practice at that place for a number of years. Mr. Somerville is a 
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stanch supporter of the principles of democracy, aud was elected to represent his county in 
the legislature in November, 1879, serving in the lower house. He served on a number of 
committees and was chairman of the committee on corporations. After his term in the legis- 
lature he resumed his law practice at Carrollton and there continued until 1887, when he 
moved to Winona, Montgomery county, forming a law partnership at that place with Mr. 
McLean, his present law partner. Mr. Somerville is also associated in the practice with 
Hon. Monroe McClurg, of Vaiden, and is a man of good legal ability. He is noted for his 
pertinacity, industry and strict fidelity to the interests of his clients, and as a safe counselor 
he has the confideuce of the people. He devotes lis entire time to the practice of his profes- 
sion. Mr. Somerville was married at Carrollton on June 4, 1878, to Miss Ella Vasser, a 
native of Carrollton and the daughter of Dr. G. W. Vasser (see sketch). Mrs. Somerville 
was educated at Bardstown, Ky., and at New Orleans, La. Four children are the fruits of 
this union: Hugh Vasser, Theresa, Mary Hartwell and Ellen Douglas. The last named died 
at the age of five years. ; 

Frank Souter, the subject of this sketch, was born in Lawrence district, S. C., in 1829, 
where he lived until be was eighteen years old, when he came with his parents to Pontotoc, 
Miss. ‘There he made his home until his marriage, which occurred in December, 1850, to 
Miss Mary A. Duncan. He purchased a farm of eighty acres of land, upon which he was 
successfully engaged in planting until 1855, when he embarked in the sawmill and lumber 
business, which he continued until the outbreak of the Civil war. He enlisted in the Con- 
federate army in 1561, and after two years’ service was discharged on account of disability. 
Returning home, he was elected to the office of supervisor, which exempted him from further 
participation in the war. He was a member of the board of supervisors from 1862 till 
1866. He was an ardent supporter of Governor Alcorn, believing his principles to be such 
as were best for the general public. In 1866, finding himself physically unable to continue 
in the lumber business, he began merchandising at Toccopola, in the western part of the 
county, where he carried on a successful trade on the same floor for twenty-two years. He 
was burned out in November, 1887, and shortly afterward located in Pontotoc, where he 
became a member of the firm of Wood & Souter, and engaged somewhat extensively and 
exclusively in the handling of hardware. Mr. and Mrs. Souter became the parents of ten 
children, only three of whom are now living: Laura, the wife of W. H. Wood, of Pontotoc; 
Sue, who is a member of her father’s family, and J. B., who is studying medicine. Mr. 
Souter is an active member of the Pontotoc Jodge, A. F. & A. M. Heisa member of. the 
Missionary Baptist church, and has been since 1848. As a Christian gentleman, he has 
ever been ready to aid in the upbuilding of the cause of his acknowledged Master. His 
liberality is well known in that direction, wherever his acquaintance extends. 

It is with pleasure that we chronicle the history of a man whose career has been so 
short and yet so full of the successes of public life. Hon. Lewis M. Southworth, attorney, 
Carrollton, was born in Carroll county, Miss., August 15, 1863, and is a son of Judge H. H. 
Southworth. The father was born in Kentucky and was educated in that state at Center 
college; be chose the profession of law, and about the year 1547 he came to Carroll county, 
where he at once entered into active practice. In 1852 he was elected to the legislature of 
Mississippi and was twice re-elected, serving three consecutive terms. He was an old line 
whig, canvassed the state in the interest of the whig ticket and was a presidential elector 
before the war. He became a resident of Le Flore county, was elected to the oflice of pro- 
bate judge and served in this position for a number of years. During the latter years of 
his life he retired to private life, residing on a plantation on the Yazoo river. His death 
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occurred in 1878. He was united in marriage at Jackson, Miss., to Miss Mary Morgan, a 
daughter of Dr. J. B. Morgan, who was at one time a candidate for governor of the state on 
the whig ticket. Mrs. Southworth was born and reared in Mississippi. She was the 
mother of three sons and two daughters: Susie S. is the wife of L. P..Yerger, a well- 
known attorney of Greenwood; Mary S. married A. McC. Kimbrough, also a prominent 
attorney of Greenwood; the sons are H. H., a planter in Le Flore county; Fisher M., a law 
student, and Lewis M., the subject of this notice. He passed his youth and early man- 
hood in Le Flore and Carroll counties, and was given the advantage of a thorough lit- 
erary education, which he acquired in the universities of Mississippi and Virginia; he 
took the law course at the latter institution and was admitted to the bar in 1887, when 
he began his professional life. In 1883, before he was yet twenty years of age, he was 
appointed superintendent of education; in 1884 he was elected mayor of the city of Car- 
rollton and in 1885 he was elected to the house of representatives from Carroll county; 
in 1887 he was re-elected to the legislature, and has the distinction of being the youngest 
man ever elected to that position in the state of Mississippi. He was presidential elector 
in 1888 for the state-at-large, the youngest man ever elected to that position in the United 
States, being only twenty-four years old, being elected over Col. W. C. Falkner, of Ripley, 
one of the most widely known men of the state. Mr. Southworth’s abilities are recognized 
not only at home, but in distant states; he was invited to assist in the last presidential cam- 
paign in Indiana by the campaign committee, and also addressed a large meeting in Louis- 
ville before the canvass was clored. In 1889 he was elected to the senate of Mississippi, 
the opposing candidate being Col. James R. Binford, of Montgomery county, who was at 
that time a member of that body; the election was contested, owing to some technicality, 
and was finally decided at Jackson by the democratic state executive committee in favor of 
Mr. Southworth. Aside from his public interests he has had a large law business, has con- 
ducted some very important criminal and civil cases, in the management of which he bas 
exhibited a superior ability. It is exceptional that the first three score years or even less of 
a man’s life should bring honor, position and influence that usually are not attained short 
of sixty years. Taking the beginning of this career as an index, there is nothing possible 
of human attainment we might not predict for the future, with a most reasonable hope that 
the prophecy may be fulfilled. 

Aaron Spain, planter, Booneville, Miss., who has been a resident of Prentiss county for 
over forty years, has lived an honorable upright life, and is one of the county's most success- 
ful planters. His father, James Spain, was a native of ‘North Carolina, born near Raleigh, 
in 1805, and was one of six children born to John and Jane (Hunter) Spain, the grandfather 
having been married three times. The grandmother died in Wayne county, Tenn., in 1846, 
and the grandfather in the same county in 1860. James Spain moved to Bedford county, 
Tenn., at an early date, and was there married about 1527 to Miss Lydia Gambrill, who 
bore him eleven children, six of whom they reared: Elizabeth, Mrs. Davis, resides in Boone- 
ville; John, died at the age of twenty-two years; Henry, in the livery business in Booneville; 
James, in Booneville, and Mechanic. Three others, Martha, Ella and Polly, died when some 
age, but the others died in infancy. The father of these children moved to Mississippi in 
1850, bought land, and at the time of his death was the owner of two hundred acres. He 
was a thrifty farmer anda self-made man. He died in Prentiss county in 1559. The mother 
died at Booneville, this county, at the age of seventy-seven years, and was a member of the 
Baptist church. Their son, Aaron, was born in Wayne county, Tenn., July 27, 1837, passed 
most of his school days in Prentiss county, assisted his father on the farm, and at the age of 
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twenty-two bought land on which he began farming for himself. He is now the owner of 
four hundred acres of what is known as black land, and is also the owner of another tract of 
land east of Booneville. He was married in 1860 to Miss Margaret Rone, daughter of Samuel 
and Susan (Anderson) Rone, and a native of Bedford county, Tenn., of which her parents 
were also natives. This union has resulted in the birth of eight children, two sons and three 
daughters living: James William, farmer, residing near Booneville, and quite well-to-do, mar- 
ried Miss Mattie Hlder, and is the father of two children, Ora and Clarence. JohnS., married 
Miss Ava Price, daughter of William Price, and has one child, Louise. He owns a good 
farm. Caddie, Mrs. Perkins, formerly Mrs. Johnson. She has two children by Mr. John- 
son, Baxter and Samuel; Eugenia and Eudora, twins. Mr. Spain lost three children, 
Joseph, Mary and Oscar. In 1862 he enlisted in company C, Thirty-second Mississippi 
infantry, was in the battles of Chickamauga, Perryville, Atlanta, Franklin, Bentonville, and 
was paroled at Greensboro, N. C. Since that time he has followed agricultural pursuits 
and has been successful. He is interested in educational and religious matters, and gives 
liberally of his means to all worthy’enterprises. He is a democrat in his political principles, 
and he and wife hold membership in the Methodist Church South. In September, 1855, 
Mr. Spain moved to Booneville to educate his children, and during that time, five years, was 
engaged in the livery business: In 1890 he returned to the farm. 

Alexander Spain, one of the prominent planters of Prentiss county, Miss., resides three 
miles west of Booneville and is well and favorably known all over the county. He is a 
native Tennesseean, born in Lawrence county in 1838, and was early trained to the arduous 
duties of the farm, attending school as he could until the age of eighteen years. In 186] 
he enlisted on a sixty days’ service, but after that expired he returned and enlisted in com- 
pany C, Thirty-second Mississippi Infantry. He was in some severe battles, among the 
most prominent being Chickamauga and Perryville, and also participated in a number of 
severe skirinishes at Missionary ridge. He took a prominent part in all actions, but was 
never wounded or taken prisoner. He was paroled at Columbus, Miss., at the close of 
the war and then came home, where he afterward engaged in the active duties of 
the farm. He was married, in 1859, to Miss Molly Johnson, daughter of William and Jane 
Johnson, and to them were born six children: Theodore, Mary, Richard, Edward, Robert 





and Lee. Mrs. Spain died in 1877, and his second marriage was to Mrs. Vianua Green, 
daughter of S. Rones. Two children, Alonzo and Oscar, were the fruits of this union. 
Mrs. Spain received ber final summons in 1880, and Mr. Spain was married to Miss Martha 
Prichard, daughter of John H. Prichard. Mr. Spain has attended to his adopted calling 
with care and perseverance and with such energy and thoroughness, that successful results 
have been reaped, and he is to-day classed among the prominent agriculturists of the 
county. He is the son of Henry and Roena (Armstrong) Spain, natives of North Carolina 
and Tennessee, respectively. Henry Spain was born on February 2, 1807, and was a son of 
John Spain, who was an old pioneer of the Old North state. The grandfather died in Ten- 
nessee about 1852 or 1853. Henry moved to Tennessee at ap early day, engaged in farm- 
ing, and was there married to Miss Armstrong. Later they moved to Mississippi, and in 
1850 located in Tishomingo (now Prentiss) county, where they bought 200 acres of land. 
He was the father of eight children by this union, seven of whom lived to be grown and 
who are named in the order of their births as follows: James (killed in the battle of 
Shiloh), Caroline (now Mrs. Stewart, of Texas), Alexander, Jane (Mrs. Parter, a widow resid- 
ing in the Lone Star state), John W. (see sketch), Huldah (Mrs. Johnson, a widow of this 
county), and Amanda (Mrs. Gambill of Tennessee). The father of these children was mar- 
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ried three times, Miss Armstrong being his second wife. She was a member of the Baptist 
church and died about 1852. The Armstrongs were a prominent family of Tennessee. Mr. 
Spain was also a member of that church, and died February 1, 1887. He was a successful 
farmer and a hard-working, industrious man. His first wife was a Miss Johnson, and one 
daughter, Caroline, was the result. His third marriage was to a Miss Mary E. Plaxico, 
who bore him two children, George IF. and Vrancis M. 

Tennessee has given to Prentiss county many estimable citizens, but she has contributed 
none more worthy of respect and esteem than John W. Spain, planter, Booneville, Miss. 
This gentleman was born in Lawrence county in 1846, and although he started out in life 
with limited means he is now the owner of a fine farm of four hundred and forty acres four 
miles west of Booneville, and has everything comfortable and convenient about his place. 
He is the son of Henry and Roena (Armstrong) Spain, the father a native of North Caro- 
lina and the mother of Tennessee. (See sketch of Alexander Spain.) John W. Spain atten- 
ded school until sixteen years of age, and at the breaking out of hostilities between the 
North and South he enlisted in the sixty-day troops and went to Bowling Green, Ky. After 
returning home he joined the cavalry, company B, and was in active service at Jackson, near 
Atlanta, Ga., and at Selma. He was in a great many battles and fought allover the country 
and county where he now lives. He was discharged at Columbia, Miss., in 1865, and then 
returning home resumed work on bis father’s farm. In 1870 he bought land and began in 
earnest for himself, marrying the same year Miss Mary Lowry, a native of Tennessee, born 
in 1846, and the. daughter of C. and E. Lowry. She came with her parents to Mississippi 
when a little girl, and was the eldest of tive children; Green, William, Ida and Alma. Ida 
is now the wife of Mr. Stain, of Texas, and Alma is Mrs. Miller, and resides in Prentiss 
county. Mr. Lowry died about 1884, but Mrs. Lowry is residing in this county with her 
daughter, Mrs. Miller. To Mr. and Mrs. Spain were born three children: Modenna E., 
John L., and Guy W. Mrs. Spain was a consistent member of the Baptist church and died 
on the 7th of April, 1888. She was a descendant of one of the oldest families in the state. 
She was a true Christian, a kind mother, and a loving, thoughtful wife. Mr. Spain’s second 
marriage was to Miss Ora Williams, who was one of five children: Frederick, Richard, 
Mary and Ethel, born to Dr. Ben and (Flake) Williams, formerly of Prentiss county. 
Both parents are now deceased. Mrs. Spain isa member of the Methodist church. Mr. Spain 
is a thoroughgoing planter and is advanced and progressive in his ideas. He has one bun- 
dred and seventy-five acres under cultivation and during the season has abont ten plows in 
the field. He is a democrat in politics and alive to the interest of the party. He takes 
a prominent part in all enterprises tending to the advancement and growth of the county. 

A. P. Sparkman, M. D., of Magnolia, Pike county, Miss., was born in Pike county, 
November 8, 1840. BR. F. Sparkman, his father, was a native of North Carolina, and was 
born in 1798. He was reared and educated there, but removed to Mississippi when quite a 
young man, locating in Pike county. He married here Miss W. N. Pierson, a native of 
South Carolina. Mr. Sparkman was a well-known planter and business man of Pike county, 
was a colonel in the state militia, and served his county as sheriff for a number of years. 
He was also a prominent early merchant at Holmesville, the old county seat, where he lived 
until 1S45, when he died. His widow still survives him, a well preserved, healthy, old lady 
of eighty-five years. Dr. Sparkman was one of a family of three sons and five daughters, 
who grew to mature years. He has four sisters living, all of whom are the heads of respeet- 
able families. He received his early education at Holmesyille, later studying medicine and 
attending lectures at the University of Louisiana, at New Orleans, where he graduated iu 1S61, 
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just before the opening of the war. In 1861 he enlisted in company E (known as the Quit- 
man guards), of the Sixteenth Mississippi infantry, and served until wounded and perma- 
nently disabled in the battle of Cross Keys, Va. He lay in the hospital for seven weeks, 
aud was then discharged and returned home to Holmesville. As soon as the Doctor had 
somewhat recovered his health, he engaged in the practice of medicine. In 1870 he was 
elected circuit clerk of Pike county, and has been re-elected at each succeeding election, 
having served at this time for twenty-six consecutive years, and having the reputation of 
being the best circuit clerk in the state. His attention to all the duties of his position is 
proverbial. Of course he had had oppouents at each of the above elections referred to, but 
he has been victorious in each by a handsome majority. He is a candidate for re-election in 
the fall of 1S91, and there are few who entertain any doubt of his suecess, for, though the 
clerkship of the cirenit court is a very desirable position, the Doctor's popularity is so well 
established that there are few who will offer to make the race against him. He retired from 
the practice of his profession about the beginning of his official career. In March, 1863, 
the Doctor was married to Miss M. E. Vaught, the only sister of Chancery Clerk Vaught, 
and a member of another of the prominent families of Pike county. Mr. and Mrs. Spark- 
man have a family of four sons and three daughters: William A., N. P., J. A. (who is 
deputy circuit clerk), Leontine, Anna, Joseph Logan and Ruth. Miss Leontine Sparkman 
is a very popular young lady. Ruth is a little miss of seven years, who, at the age of four 
years began to play upon the piano, and has since become so expert a performer that she 
rivals the accomplishment of many older musicians. The Doctor and his family stand bigh 
socially, and are on terms of intimacy with the best families throughout Pike county. 

J. F. Spearman, a prominent planter, lives near Tremont, in Itawamba county, Miss., 
was born in this state in 1835, a son of Elijah and Sidney (Cotton) Spearman. His parents 
were born in Tennessee and there married, coming to Mississippi at an early day. Mr. 
Spearman’s youth was spent on a plautation. He received a limited edneation in the com- 
mon schools, and began the stern battle of life while yet quite youthful. He married Nancy 
K. Stone, asister of J. H. Stone. (A sketch of this gentleman is given elsewhere in this 
work). Her parents were both natives of South Carolina, and she was born in Alabama in 
1843. Mr. and Mrs. Spearman have had born to them six children, of whom the following 
five are living: Marquis de L., Robert Lee, Manly N. O., Eva T., and Hattie. In April, 
1862, Mr. Spearman enlisted at Columbus, Miss., in company E, of the Second Mississippi 
cavalry, which was commanded by Captain McCarty, attached to Armstrong’s brigade of 
Jackson’s division. He was io battles at Iuka, Corinth, Brookhaven, Ponchatoula, La., and 
for meritorious service at Vicksburg during the seige he was promoted to be first sergeant. 
He also fought at Clinton, Baker’s creek, West Point, Jackson, Rome, Atlanta, Dallas and 
Jonesboro, Ga., Franklin, Nashville, Murfreesboro, Spring hill and Pulaski, Tenn., and at 
Okalono, Macon and Tupelo, Miss. He received his discharge from the army in 1865, never 
having from the time of his enlistment been absent from his company for one day without leave. 
He is a democrat and takes a deep interest in all public questions. He served his county one 
term as a member of the board of supervisors. He is a Master Mason, and his family are 
members of the Methodist Mpiscopal church. He is the owner of about fifteen hundred 
acres of land. He is also owner of a gristmill and a cottongin. The latter has a large 
capacity. He is an energetic, helpful and highly respected citizen, and he has the satisfae- 
tion of knowing that he has attained suecess by his own efforts. 

Frederick Speed, an attorney and an active real estate owner, was born in Ithaca, N. 
Y., in 1841, the youngest of five sons of John J. and Anne (Morrell) Speed. The Speed 
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family being of Koglish descent, immigrated to America at an early day, and settled in Vir- 
ginia about 1700, but the grandfather of Frederick Speed removed in New York about the 
year 1812. His father was a constructing engineer, and built the first line of telegraph west 
of Buffalo, and many other important works in the Western states. He was a member of 
the state legislature, a speaker of the assembly and an active politician up to the time of the 
defeat of Henry Clay. Having been a Harrison elector, he was a leading man in the poli- 
tics of his day and time, and the town of Speedsville, N. Y., was named in his honor. He 
moved to Detrolt, Mich., in 1847, but in- 1860 he went to Maine, and while living there he 
constructed the United States and Indepeudent telegraph lines from Portland to Washington, 
after which he retired from active business life, and made his home in Brooklyn until his 
death in 1867. His widow survived him until 1877, until she, too, passed away. Frederick 
Speed was educated in the public schools of Detroit, but in 1860 went to Portland, Me., 
with his parents and was there residing at the opening of the war. He raised the first com- 
pany for the war in that state. As he was too young to hold office he enlisted as a private 
soldier, but was mustered into service as sergeant major of the Fifth Maine regiment of 
infantry, serving in the army of the Potomac, and was soon promoted to the adjutantey of 
the Thirteenth Maine regiment, Col. Neal Dow, which formed a portion of the New Orleans 
expedition, with General Butler. In 1862 he was made assistant adjutant general, serving 
on the staffs of Generals Dow, Dudley, Weitzel, Emory, Thomas W. Sherman, Dana and 
Canby, as they respectively succeeded to the command of the brigade, division and army 
corps to which he was assigned, being with the last named at the close of the war, at the 
headquarters of the military division of west Mississippi. He participated in the engagment 
at Bull run, siege of Port Hudson, and in nearly all the battles of the department of the 
gulf, and was at Mobile, Ala., at the termination of hostilities. Im the fall of 1865 he 
settled at Vicksburg and the three following years were spent in sawmilling, during which 
time he also read law, being admitted to the bar in 1868. In 1867-8 he served as cireuit 
and chancery clerk of Warren county by appointment, and during 1869-70 he was judge of 
the criminal court. From 1878 to 1885 he practiced his profession extensively in all the 
courts, but since that time he has given his attention principally to real estate law. In 18580 
be purchased sixty-nine acres adjoining the southern part of Vicksburg, now known as 
“ Speed’s addition,’’ and which is now one of its most beautiful suburbs, the improvements 
on which have been principally made by Mr. Speed’s own efforts. He was married in 1571 to 
Miss Esther Adele Hillyer, a daughter of Col. Giles M. Hillyer, who was one of the early and 
suceessful newspaper men of Natchez. Mrs. Speed was born in Aberdeen and to them five chil- 
dren were born: Hillyer Roylston, Frederic Gordon, Esther Adele, Liscomb and Annie M., who 
died in infancy. The family are members of the Episcopal church, in which Mr. Speed has 
been a vestryman for some eighteen years. He is also a member of the standing committee 
and one of the trustees of this diocese, and has for several years been a delegate to the gen- 
eral convention of the church. While his legal residence was still in Maine he became a 
member of the Masonic fraternity in 1866, and the following year, having takeu up his dom1i- 
cile permanently at Vicksburg, Miss., he afliliated with Vicksburg lodge No. 26, of which 
he has been many times worshipful master. He was grand master of the grand lodge of 
* Masons in Mississippi in 1883, and was grand high priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter in 
1880-1. He is now past eminent commander of Magnolia commandery No. 2, and was 
grand commander of the grand commandery of the state in ISSS—9. — He is at present grand 
master of the grand council of royal and select masters of the state, and has been fora num- 
ber of years chairman of the jurisprudence committee of all the Masonic grand bodies of the 
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state. He has also, for some years, filled the position of deputy of the supreme council of the 
thirty-third degree of the Southern jurisdiction of the United States, and is the only thirty- 
third degree Mason in Mississippi. A man of literary tastes and inclinations, he is the owner 
of one of the largest and most complete Masonic libraries south of the Potomac river, and 
has contributed many articles of note to Masonic, secular and religious journals. He is an 
elegant and forcible speaker and has delivered numerous speeches and addresses. He was 
the first commander of Vicksburg post No. 7, G. A. R., and is the senior vice commander 
of the department of Louisiana and Mississippi. Leading an active and useful life, he has 
endeavored by the example of an honorable and upright career to impress upon the young 
men of his acquaintance the importance of qualifying themselves for the duties and respon- 
sibilities of life, and it was but natural to find him unanimously chosen as the president of the 
Young Men’s Christian association, an organization which is exerting a beneficial influence 
in the community and in whose behalf be is an untiring worker. One of the most influential 
of the Mississippi state papers in speaking of him recently said: ‘Judge Frederic Speed is 
a good lawyer, has had experience on the bench, is in the prime of life, full of energy, fertile 
in resources, a sound thinker and forcible speaker, and positive, but courteous, in announcing 
his convictions.”’ 

Another state paper, in referring to him, adds: ‘‘ Judge Speed came to this state as a 
Federal officer during the war, but not like most of the Federal soldiers, returned North, or 
else remained to indulge in the rich pillage that followed, but joined his efforts as one of the 
victors to aid the conquered in building up and restoring the waste places. And right well 
has he done this in practical work, but also in the work of reconciliation and the bringing 
about kindly relations between the sections. A man of legal learning as well as of large 
general information and culture, a Christian gentleman who has been’eminent in good deeds 
by reason of the modesty with which they were performed, largely acquainted throughout 
the state, and where known respected, one loyal to his party, and yet in no instance offen- 
sively antagonistic to his political opponents, he has won for himself a position of honor 
which commands the trust and esteem of all as a lawyer, earnest member of his party and 
public-spirited citizen.”’ 

Hon. Samuel M. Spencer is one of the progressive and enterprising citizens of the county 
of Washington, Miss., and has done a great deal to build up and improve the section in which 
he resides. He was born in Port Gibson, Miss., on the 19th of September, 1838, being the 
fifth of ten children born to Horatio N. and Sarah (Marshall) Spencer, natives of Connecticut 
and Mississippi respectively. The father came to Claiborne county, this state, in 1829, and 
for about fifteen years was an able and successful lawyer of Port Gibson, having graduated 
from Yale college in 1821. Retiring from the practice of law. he sought a more quiet life, 
accordingly purchased Jand and began planting. In the meantime he fulfilled the duties of 
president of the Port Gibson bank, and also of the Port Gibson & Grand Gulf railroad. 
Planting proved very congenial to him, and he continued it up to the day of his death in 
1876, having, prior to the war, amassed a large property, the most of which was swept away 
in that struggle. His parents were I. S. and Temperance Spencer, natives of Connecticut, 
as were also his grandparents (the great-grandparents of the subject of this sketch). The 
family orginally came from England, during the early history of the colonies, settling in 

Jonnecticut. The mother’s father was Samnel Marshall, a native of Pennsylvania, of Seotch 
and Irish ancestry. Both branches of the family were in their faith Presbyterians, and the 
three sons now living all are ruling elders in that church. Hon Samuel M. Spencer received 
his education in Center college, Danville, Ky., and in that admirable institution of learning, 
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Yale college. After leaving school he engaged in agricultural pursuits, and when the war 
opened, he warmly espoused the Southern cause, and helped to organize a company in Wash- 
ington county, of which he was made second lientenant. On reaching Bowling Green his 
company was organized into an artillery company, but he retained his position as second 
lieutenant, and was taken a prisoner at the fall of Fort Donelson, and was taken to Jobnson’s 
island where he was kept in captivity for about six months, after which he was taken to Vicks- 
burg and exchanged. He immediately rejoined his command, and atthe battle of Chickamauga 
was promoted to first lieutenant. So many of the members of his company were killed that 
the handfull that remained were consolidated with Cobb’s battery, and Mr. Spencer was 
assigned to conscript duty, and was sent to Louisiana, which ended his fighting. He sur- 
rendered at Jackson, Miss., at the close of the war and returned home to resume his farming 
operations, soon after which, in 1866, he was married to Miss Carrie T. Hogg, a native of 
Mississippi, and a daughter of Dr. Thomas H. and Rose (Russell) Hogg, the former from 
Tennessee and the latter a native of Mississippi. ‘lo Mr. and Mrs. Spencer five children 
have been born: Rose R., who died at the age of fourteen years; Carrie M., Samuel M., Jr., 
Thomas H. and Mary G., all of whom are at home. Mr. Spencer is the owner of forty-six 
hundred acres of land, of which twenty-six hundred acres are under cultivation, about one- 
half of which he has himself opened, and on which he has expended a large amount of money 
in improvements. He is a citizen of whom Washington county may well feel proud for he 
has done a great deal to improve this section of the country, and on his own land laid out 
the little village of Glen Allan and induced the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railroad 
company to build to the place. They afterward extended the line from Hampton to Rolling 
Fork and withdrew the passenger train from running to Glen Allan, for which reason the 
village has not continued to build up. The place is situated on the shore of Lake Washing- 
ton and is one of the most attractive sites in the state. Mr. Spencer is a zealous member of 
the Presbyterian church, in which he is an elder, is especially interested in the moral train 
ing of the young, and is endeavoring to rear bis children to honorable manhood and 
womanhood. He has served in the capacity of magistrate, has been a member of the board 
of supervisors, and in 1884-5 was a member of the state legislature from this county, filling 
these positions with ability, although he had not sought them. He has a beautiful home in 
Glenn Allan, fronting Lake Washington. It sets well back from the street and is sur- 
rounded by a beautiful lawn thickly dotted with handsome shade trees. 

Wilham H. Spencer. Among the many enterprises which have made Jefferson county, 
Miss., noted for its commercial enterprise, may be mentioned the mercantile Satabliehaent 
belonging to Mr. Spencer, of which he has been the proprietor since about 1878. It is 
complete in its appointments, and by excellent business ability and foresight: he has built 
up one of the largest and mosf prosperons trades in the county. He first saw the light of 
day in Charlotte county, Va., in the month of October, 18438; J. B. Spencer, his father, 
being a native of the same state and county, where he was married to Sarah Lyle, of Prince 
Edward county, daughter of Rey. Matthew Lyle, a well-known and eloquent minister of the 
Presbyterian church. Mr. Spencer was a farmer in his native county throughout life, was 
aman of progressive and enterprising views, and took an active part in religions matters, 
being an elder in the Presbyterian church. He died in the fall of 1876, his wife having 
passed from life when their son, William H., was a child. The boyhood days of the latter 
were spent in his native county, where he received a thorough practical education, but in 
1861 the clash of arms caused him to east aside all personal considerations, and with the 
enthusiasm of youth he enlisted in the Confederate service in the fall of that year, being 
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first in an independent company. He was afterward transferred to the Highteenth Vir- 
ginia infantry, and in time was promoted to the rank of sergeant in company Kk. At the 
evacuation of Petersburg he was wounded in the thigh by a gunshot, was taken prisoner 
and for several months was held in captivity, the most of which time it took him to recover 
from his wound. After being paroled he returned home, having been an active participant 
in the seven days’ fight around Richmond, the battle of Gettysburg, all the principal engage- 
ments around Petersburg, a number of minor engagements and numerous skirmishes. The 
year 1867 is the date of his arrival in the state of Mississippi, his first location being in 
Claiborne county, where he was engaged in teaching school and planting. After following 
this calling up to 1872, he moved to Jefferson county, and after being a clerk in a merean- 
tile establishment here for some six years, he became a member of the firm, and three 
years later became the sole proprietor of the establishment. By the honest measures he 
has always followed, by his methodical business habits and by his industry, perseverance 
and desire to please, his trade is a large and lucrative 6ne. He was appointed postmaster at. 
Red Lick in 1876, and this position is holding at the present date. All measures of morality, 
education, temperance and others of like nature find in him a strong advocate; in fact he 
is found among the foremost in any reliable, uplifting movement. He was married in 1878 
to Miss Mary F. Barker, a daughter of John W. Barker of Jefferson county, and their union 
has resulted in the birth of four children: Sarah M., Lillie Lyle, John Blair, and William 
H., Jr. Mr. Spencer is a thorough and practical business man and since 1879 has been 
engaged in farming in connection with his mercantile operations. By his own endeavors he 
has accumulated a fair share of this world’s goods and is prepared to enjoy his good fortune 
to the utmost. He is at present a member of the Knights of Honor. 

Augustus D. Spengler was born in Vicksburg, Miss., October 22, 1870, the eldest of six 
surviving children of S. and Elizabeth (Miller) Spengler, natives of Germany, the former of 
whom came to the United States in early manhood and was first engaged in the sawmilling 
business in California. In 1850 he came to Mississippi, locating in Vicksburg, where he 
continued to reside until his death, in 1889. He was a successful business man, amassing 
quite a fortune, and in 1885 purchased the entire estate known as the Cooper wells, which 
consists of one hundred and sixty acres of good land. The famous wells which are on this 
property are noted for their medicinal qualities. An analysis of. one gallon of the water, 
by Dr. J. Lawrence Smith, gives its gaseous contents: Oxygen, 6.9 cubic inches; nitrogen, 
4.5 cubic inches; carbonic acid, 4 cubic inches; and the solid contents: sulphate of soda, 
11.705 grains; sulphate of magnesia, 23.28 grains; sulphate of lime, 32.132 grains; sul- 
phate of potash, .608 grains; sulphate of alumina, 6.120 grains; chloride of sodium, 8.360 
grains; chloride of calcium, 4.322 grains; chloride of magnesium, 3.480 grains; peroxide 
of iron, 3.862; chreuate of lime, .311: ehrenate of silica, 1.801, the total being 105.471. 
Soon after making his purchase Mr. Spengler erected near the springs two elegant buildings 
for the accommodation of guests, and a fine building at the springs, at a cost of about 
$85,000. The hotel is open from May | to November 1, and during this time is largely pat- 
ronized by those who wish to leave the turmoil and heat of the city behind them for a time, 
as well as those who are aftlicted by disease. A few yards from the hotel and approached by 
a good, substantial walk is the large two-story pavilion erected over the well, with a seating 
capacity for over one hundred persons. A full corps of attentive attendants are kept busy 
at all hours drawing by windlass and pumps fresh supplies of water, which is handed around 
to the guests. There is in connection with the well, a sulphur well, eighty-two feet 
deep, over which is a large bath house, which has lately been erected, fourteen by seventy - 
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five feet, having cold and hot baths, The main hotel building is two hundred and twenty- 
five feet long, sixty feet wide, and two stories bigh, with large commodious double galleries 
on the front. The addition to the main building is one hundred and seventy-tive feet long, 
sixty feet wide, and three stories high, with large double galleries on front and ends. The 
rooms are large and airy, having high ceilings, and are elegantly furnished in the latest 
modern style, the furniture being uniformly substantial. Every room is connected with 
electric call bells and ventilating blinds and patent transom lifts to insure perfect ventila- 
tion, and in the spacious dining rooms all the luxuries of the season are spread before the 
guests, especial attention being paid. by competent cooks and assistants, to the cuisine. 
There is a large billiard hall and ten-pin alley, with ample accommodations for all its guests, 
and the ladies’ drawing room contains a fine grand piano, where, in the evenings, musical 
entertainments are given. ‘The latest papers and periodicals are to be had at any time, the 
mail being delivered daily from all parts of the country. Augustus D. Spengler was reared 
in Vicksburg, and received a thorough business education in a private school. In 1889 he 
assumed complete control of the Cooper’s well property, and has been its efticient manager 
ever since, it becoming very prosperous and largely patronized while under his care. Mr. 
Spengler is a fine business man and possesses social qualities of a high order, attributes 
which make him very popular in the business in which he is engaged. The wells were first 
dug about 1842, by a man who had a dream concerning their curative properties, and upon 
digging them found them to be just as he had dreamed. Not much was done with them, 
however, until they were purchased by Mr. Spengler’s father, in 1885. Since then it has 
been quite a health resort for people of the South, and especially Mississippians. My. Speng- 
ler and his brothers and sister are interested in a large sawmill at Vicksburg. Mr. Spengler 
is a member of the Catholic church. 

Hubert Spengler is the senior partner of the firm of Spengler & Sons, Jackson, Miss., 
and owners and proprietors of the Spengler house. His sons, A. H., F. C. and L. Spengler, 
manage tne grocery business, and H. Spengler, Jr.,is in charge of the hotel. Its history 
embraces many interesting periods and incidents and its registers bear the names of many 
noted people, who have found a pleasant home beneath its hospitable roof. Mr. Spengler 
was born in Alsace, France, in 1820, being the third son born to Joseph and Francisco 
(Sherno) Spengler, who came to America at an early day; the father was the owner of two 
large sawmills, run by water power, that did a large business, and also a lIwmberyard and 
woodyard. Hubert Spengler was the eleventh of his parents’ twelve children, he and his 
sister, who now resides in Vicksburg, being the only ones of the family that are now living. 
Of this family four sons and three daughters came to America and settled at Vicksburg and 
Jackson. Hubert Spengler left home at the age of sixteen years to seek his fortune in the 
new world, and in 1836 landed at New Orleans, after an ocean trip on a sailing vessel 
of sixty-five days. In 1852, with his wife and two sons, he took a trip to Europe, and 
made the run from New York to Liverpool in ten days, and back from Havre to New York 
in twelve days. He at once went to Vicksburg, Miss., where his elder brother Joseph was 
located as a builder, for whom he at once went to work. After remaining with him about 
two years in Vicksburg and two years in Jackson, he, some two years later, opened a 
billiard hall and saloon. Some time later he added a stock of groceries to his establishment, 
and has since continued that business. During the Civil war he served in the Confederate 
States militia for a short time. In 1848 he purchased a lot at the corner of State aud Capi- 
tol streets, of Jackson, on which he erected buildings covering nearly one-half square, but 
these were all burned by the Federal soldiers during the turbulent times of the war, the 
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entire stock in these stores being also destroyed. Afterward he set energetically to work to 
rebuild his fortunes and resumed the grocery business, at which he has been remarkably 
successful. In 1SSt he and his eldest sons became half owners with his brother, 5. Speng- 
ler, of Vicksburg, in the Cooper’s well property, the firm name being 5S. and H. Spengler, a 
full description of which noted summer resort is given in the sketch of 5. Spengler. Mr. 
Spengler owns a considerable amount of valuable city property, about twelve acres in all, on 
which are erected some excellent buildings. He has taken an active interest in the city’s 
welfare; in 1859 was a member of the board of aldermen; in IS70-1 he was a member of 
the board of supervisors, and in L1S76 was again elected alderm:an, in which capacity he 
served with great credit to himself and the satisfaction of all concerned, for nine years. In 
1845 he was united in marriage to Miss Mary I. Nahrgang, a native of Hesse, Germany, 
only four years old-when brought by her mother to America. ‘lo her union with Mr. 
Spengler ten children were born, seven of whom are living: A. H., who is in the grocery 
business, is married and has a family; F. C. is also in a lucrative business, is married and 
has five children; Catharine, the widow of George Muh, has six children: Hubert, Jr., who 
assists his father in the management of the Spengler House, in Jackson, is married and has 
five children; Louis and Jennie are single, and Emma is the wife of Peter Miazza, pro- 
prietor of a hotel at Greenville, and is the mother of one child. George died at the age of 
eleven years, and Elizabeth and Charles died in infancy. Mr. Spengler is the oldest mem- 
ber of the Catholic church in Jackson, and the only one of the old inembers now living. He 
remained in that city during the terrible yellow-fever epidemic in 1878, during which time 
he was an active worker, was fearless in regard to his own danger, and rendered valuable aid 
in nursing the sick and burying the dead. He and his eldest son kept the only store open 
during the epidemic where the sick could find something to eat. Joseph Spengler, a brother 
of Hubert Spengler, came to America in 1831, and after a short residence in New Orleans 
he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, and engaged in carpentering, but was unfortunately burned out, 
after which he located in Vicksburg, Miss., as a builder. 

In 1888 he cawe to Jackson, and here soon opened a grocery establishment, which he 
conducted successfully. In 1852 he built a cotton factory, but before he could eguip it with 
machinery, he died of yellow fever in 1853. He was a progressive and enterprising ma 
of business, and had he lived would have undoubtedly become wealthy. He was married 
and left a family of children. Amand Spengler, another brother of Hubert’s, came to 
America in 1836, settled at Vicksburg, and began work in the new world as a carpenter, and 
made considerable money at this calling. In 1839 he returned to Enrope, where he married 
and remained, succeeding to his father’s business. Seraphin Spengler, his brother, arrived 
in this country in the year 1S41, soon after which he engaged in the sawmill business in the 
vicinity of Jackson. About 1850 he was taken with a severe attack of the gold fever and 
started for California, and in that region remained for four years. Upon his return he 
resumed sawmilling in Vicksburg, and in this pursuit made a Jarge amount of money from 
the start. He became one of the wealthiest men of Vicksburg, and for his many admirable 
traits of heart and head was highly esteemed and respected. He was alderman of the eity 
and was the first president of the first loan association. He was a partner with bis brother 
in Cooper’s wells, in addition to which valuable property he owned other real estate of 
value. He was accidentally killed in Vicksburg in July, 1889, by his horse ranning away 
with him. Hubert Spengler, Jr., son of Hubert Spengler, Sr., was born in Jaeksou in 
1855, and was educated in the college at Cape Girardeau, Mo., from which institution 


he graduated. Affer clerking for his father and brother for a few years, he beeame a partner 
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812 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


in the business, the firm taking the name of H. Spengler & Sons. In 1881 he was married 
to Miss Nannie I. Miazza, to which union five children have been born: Hubert, Thomas, 
Mildred, George, and Angelo. In 1884, after the completion of the new hotels at Cooper’s 
wells, he was located at that place as manager, and did much to build up and make the 
place the popular resort that it now is. He has, however, been the eflicient and popular 
manager of the Spengler house in Jackson for some time, and the whole management, the 
perfect system and thorough adaptation of every detail to secure the approval of guests, indi- 
cate the fact that intelligent and careful direction is exercised. He has an interesting fam 

ily, and resides in a pleasant home near his parents. Antone H. Spengler, a son of Hubert, 
Sr., was born in Jackson, February 1, 1846, and received his initiatory training in the city of 
his birth, finishing his education in St. Mary’s college, in Marion county, Kentucky. He 
left school on account of the opening of the war, after which he clerked at Jackson and 
Selma, Ala., until 1864, when he entered the Confederate army, and was with General 
Wirt Adams, in General Forrest’s command, participating in the last battle of Jackson. After 
the war he clerked in his father’s store, who, after he had become proficient in the business, 
as wis his usual custom, took him iu as a partner, when the firm became Spengler & Sons. 
He, like his brothers and father, before him, is a successful and honorahle business man, 
and is thouroughly posted and up with the times. He is of the stuff of which model citizens 
are made, and the career of the entire family, as men of business, has been one round of 
success. 

J. C. Spight is a worthy and representative agriculturist of Tippah county, Miss., and 
acquired his knowledge of the calling from his father, Thomas Spight, and the knowledge 
thus gained has been put to a practical experience. He was born in Jones county, N. C., in 
1820, in which state and county his parents were also born, the father in 1779 and the 
mother, whose maiden name was Rebecca Mumford, in 1783. They were married in their 
native state in 1805, and there Mr. Spight, in addition to following the calling of a planter, 
was engaged in merchandising, in both of which he was quite successful. After the death 
of his wife in 1833 he took for his second wife Mrs. Evans, their nuptials being celebrated in 
Trenton, Tenn., in 1834. His last union was without issue but his first wife bore him nine 
children: Thomas, John, Pollie, James M., Simon R., J. C., EK. R., Sallie P. B., wife of 
William Robertson; and Rebecca T., all of whom are deceased except Simon R., J. C. and 
Sallie P. B. The father of these children died in 1858, having, for many years, been a mem- 
ber of the Baptist church. J.C. Spight commenced to make his own way in the world in 
1844, and during the years of 1853-4-5-6 he was also engaged in merchandising. By the 
opening of the war he had accumulated a comfortable competency, but like the majority of 
Southerners, lost very heavily during that time. He did not participate in the war owing to 
the fact that his eyes were quite weak. In 1845 he was married to Miss Nancy K. Chapman, 
a daughter of Turner Chapman, a prominent and successful planter of Jones county, Ga., 
and their union has resulted in the birth of the following children: Thomas (deceased), Tur- 
ner C. (deceased), Elizabeth F"., wife of M. L. Clark, who has borne Mr. Spight his only two 
grandchildren, Jodie George, and Frank Early Clark: Sallie J., wife of F. 8S. McKnight, 
James M., J.C. and Nannie L. Mr. Spight has resided on his present plantation sine 1545, 
and of the one thousand acres of which he is the owner he has one hundred and fifty acres in 
a good state of cultivation. He is a member of Ripley lodge, No. 47, of the A. F. & A. 
M., and he and his worthy wife and all his children are members of the Baptist church, to 
which they contribute liberally of their means. Mr. Spight’s wrandfather was also a native 
of Jones county, N. C. He died in 1815 in the seventy-fifth year of his age. 
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Capt. Thomas Spight, lawyer. Ripley, Miss., is a native Mississippian, born near Ripley, 
Tippah county in 1841, when the country was comparatively new. His father being a plan- 
ter, Captain Spight was early trained to the duties of the farm and in the meantime had the 
advantage of good schools. He attended college at LaGrange, Tenn., but was prevented 
from graduating by the breaking out of the war, at which time he hastened home to engage 
in the strife. He entered the Confederate army as a private and rose step by step and was 
commissioned captain of infantry before reaching his majority and was in the command of 
the remnant of his regiment at the close of the struggle. After this he followed school teach- 
ing for a number of years and was eminently successful as an educator. In December, 1565, 
he was united in marriage to Miss M. Virginia Barnett whose father, A. G. Barnett, a suc- 
cessful merchant, was one of the pioneers of Tippah county, coming here at a time when the 
country was still inhabited by Indians. After his marriage the captain turned his attention 
to planting and from the experience gained from his early life on the farm, continued this 
successfully together with teaching for a number of years, but in the meantime was a diligent 
student and commenced the active practice of law in 1874. He served three successive terms 
in the Mississippi legislature, from 1574 to ISSO. In March, 1879, he commenced the pub- 
lication of the Sozthern Sentinel at Ripley, in the (interest of the democracy against 
the greenback party which was then making rapid progress in Mississippi. He dealt some 
telling blows against the opposition and saved the county to the democracy. In 1850 he was 
presidential elector on the Hancock ticket and made an active and successful canvass of his 
district. In the fall of 1883 he was elected district attorney of the district in which he 
resided and was re-elected in 1887 and this position he held, giving entire satisfaction, until the 
close of the year 1890. He then declined re-election, preferring to devote his time to the 
practice of law at home and to planting, which he still conducts with the ardor of his youth. 
Captain Spight’s father, James M. Spight, came from North Carolina to West Tennessee, 
thence to Mississippi at an early day, and thus became one of the pioneers of Tippah county. 
He became the owner of extensive plantations well stocked with mules, ete., and also had a 

~darge slave interest prior to the war. He was a man of unblemished character and one whose 
sterling qualities made him respected far and wide and he instilled into his son the elements 
which formed the basis of his future success in life. At the close of the war Captain Spight 
found himself, in common with most youug men of his section, without means, his father 
having died on March 11, 1861, and his property which consisted mainly in negroes having 
been swept away as the result of the war; but with faith in himself, and by the help, coun- 
sel and encouragement of a noble, cultured, Christian wife who was distinguished alike for 
her indomnitable energy and womanly virtues, he entered the arena of life determined to 
succeed. 

Dr. J. C. Spinks, a prominent and practicing physician of Shubuta, Clarke county, 
Miss., was born in Wilcox county, Ala., in 1831, on the 29th of August. His father 
was John Spinks, and his mother was Margaret (Kelly) Spinks. His father was born in North 
Carolina in 1785, and was a son of Presley Spinks. During his early life his father was a 
carpenter, but in his later days he devoted his energies to planting. He came to Mississippi 
in 1534, and located in Kemper county, and engaged in farming, thus becoming one of the 
pioneers of that part of the state. He and his wife were members of the Baptist chureh. 
They reared nine children: Mary, Peter, Presley, Jane, Margaret, Sarah, John, Raleigh, and 
Enoch. His father died soon after the time of the war in Kemper county, the mother having 
preceded him in 1853, the latter was a native of South Carolina, and was born in 1796, being 
a daughter of Peter Kelly. Mr. and Mrs. Spinks were married in Wileox county, Ala. 
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Of nine children only. five are living. Our subject spent his boyhood days in Kemper 
county, where he enlisted in 1861 in the Kemper Legion, in the Thirteenth Missis- 
sippi regiment. He began his military career as a private, but in 1863 was promoted to the 
position of assistant surgeon, which he held during the remainder of the war. He was in 
the fights at Leesburg, Fredericksburg, Millword. and numerous others, important and other- 
wise. When Knoxville was taken by the Federals in 1865, the Doctor was in charge of a 
Confederate hospital at that place. He was educated at the University of Louisiana, in New 
Orleans, and established himself m Kemper county, in 1S05, in the practice of his profession. 
He was married in 1866 to Laura Hand, daughter of Dr. T. J. Hand of Kemper county, who 
has borne him seven children, five of whom are living: Gilmore; Bertha and Sherrid, who 
died in infaney; John, Mary, Manley and Peter. Mr. and Mrs. Spinks are members of the 
Baptist church. The Doctor is a prohibitionist in his principles, though he acts and votes 
with the local democratic party. He has been an active worker in the prohibition cause at 
home. Asa physician, he has been successful, having acquired a large and remunerative 
practice, and he is a member of the County Medical association. He is an enterprising and 
public-spirited man. deeply interested in everything that pertains to the welfare of his fel- 
low-men. ‘T’o churches and schools he is especially devoted, and it is known that he ean 
always be safely counted upon to contribute of his means or otherwise aid any worthy object 
in which his fellow-citizens are interested. ; 

K. KE. Spinks, D. D. 5., of Meridian, Miss., was born in Kemper county, of this state, in 
the month of October, 1835, a son of John and Margaret (Kelly) Spinks, natives of North 

Jarolina and Kentucky, respectively. They came to Mississippi in 1833, spending the remain- 

der of their Jives in Kemper county. The father was one of the honest sons of the soil and 
became reasonably well-to-do. Dr. EH. E. Spinks was the youngest of their nine children, 
and was reared in Kemper county, receiving his education in the common schools. In 1861 
he enlisted in the Confederate service, the tollowing year becoming a member of company A, 
Thirty-fifth Mississippi regiment, with which he served until the surrender. The first twelve 
months of his service he held the rank of first sergeant, after which, until the war closed, he 
held the rank of second leutenant. He was captured at the siege of Vicksburg, but was soon 
paroled. At the battle of Franklin, in November, 1864, he was seriously wounded by a gun- 
shot in the head, which came very near ending his life. He was given the most careful atten- 
tion, and, after a long sickness, was once more restored to health. When the war was over 
he began the study of dentistry, and for the past twenty-five years has been an active practi- 
tioner, and in the twenty years of this time that he has been a resident of Meridian he has 
become widely known as a skillful and experienced dental surgeon. His oftice is well fitted 
up and furnished, and he has all the latest improved instruments for the suecessful conduet 
of his work. In SoS he was married to a Miss Ball, by whom he bas one child, Magvie. 
His second union took place in 1873, Miss Vallie Garner becoming his wife and the mother of 
his seven children: Garner, Mary, Enoch, Vallic, Henry, Virginia and Ruby. Dr. and Mrs. 
Spinks are members of the Baptist church, and, socially, he is a member of the A. F. & A. M.. 
- belongs to Mount Barton lodge of the K. of P., the American Legion of Honor, the KX. of H., 
and the Knights of the Golden Rule. He has passed all the chairs in the KX. of P. fraternity, 
and has been treasurer of the K. of H. since its organization. 

Louis Spotorno, one of the progressive merchants of Bay St. Louis, Haneock county, 
Miss., and the present city clerk of Bay St. Louis, has been identified with the interests of 
the place since ISSS. He was born in New Orleans in L851, and is a son of Louis Spotorno, 
Sr. His father was also a merchant in Bay St. Louis from [S504 to the time of his death, 
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which occurred in 1871. Young Louis Spotorno was brought to the Bay when a child three 
years of age, but was taken back to New Orleans during the Civil war. He received his 
edueation at St. Stanislaus college, Bay St. Louis. At seventeen years of age he entered a 
wholesale establishment at New Orleans, in which he was a clerk for eight years. He then 
embarked in the mercantile business on his own account. In ISSS he came back to Bay St. 
Louis, and has sinee made it his home. He carries a good stock of merchandise, and has a 
free delivery of goods system, whieh is a great convenience to the patrons of his store. Mr. 
Spotorno was elected city clerk in LS90, and has made an efficient officer. He is a member 
of the American Legion of Honor and of the Knights of Pythias. He was united in marriage 
in New Orleans, to Miss Matilda Olivari, by whom he has seven children, 

Emory J. Spratlin, planter, was born in Arkansas county, Ark., March 7, 1563, and 
in his native state and Mississippi he was reared, although the greater part of his education 
was obtained in the schools of Tennessee. His advantages were excellent, for his father was 
a warm patron of education, and while acquiring his knowledge of books, his time was 
improved to the utmost, thereby fitting himself for a practical and useful life. In ISS4, at 
the age of twenty-one years, he began an independent career with a small capital, but instead 
of squandering it, as many would have done, he gradually increased his capital, and is now 
the owner of a large plantation, situated on the bank of the Mississippi river, five miles west 
of Rolinsonville, which is a thrifty little town on the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas rail- 
road, twenty-eight miles south of Memphis. His land comprises four hundred and eighty 
acres, two hundred acres of which is in a good state of cultivation, and very fertile, producing 
as large crops as any like amount of land in the county. He possesses many sterling quali- 
ties and habits, prominent among which are honesty, morality, industry aud perseverance. 
‘He is a member of the K. of P. fraternity, and he and his brother, William A., are 
democrats in politics, and are deputies to J. W. Johnson, who is sheriff of Tunica county. 
They are reliable and trustworthy young men, and although Wilham is an aspirant for the 
office of sheriff, they have taken but little interest in politics, preferring to devote their time 
to their business, the latter being a wideawake young business nan of Tunica. In personal 
appearance, KMmory J. is tall and slender, aud has dark hair and eves. He has been a resi- 
dent of Mississippi sinee 1875, and on his plantation has a beautiful and comfortable resi- 
dence. He was the third of five children born to Johu W. and Martha (Montgomery) 
Spratlin, the former of whom was born in Alabama, and the latter in Arkansas. John 
W. Spratlin was a stockman, while a resident of the state of Arkansas, and in that state was 
valled from life in 1872. He warmly espoused the Confederate cause during the Civil war, 
and served throughout the entire war, making a faithful, brave and efficient soldier. 

H. F. Sproles, D. D., pastor of the Baptist church of Jackson, Miss., was born in 
Holmes county of this state in the month of January, IS44, the second child born to Wilson 
R. and Mary Ann (Fortune) Sproles, who were native North Carolinians. The paternal 
grandfather, Richard Sproles, came to Mississippi about 1836 and settled in Holmes county, 
where he opened and dug the Castalian springs, which afterward became one of the finest 
summer resorts in the state of Misstssippi. Mr. Sproles first tilled the soil, but later beeame 
a merchant, in each of which occupations he made money. He served for some time in the 
Confederate army, making a brave and faithful soldier. He died in [SS2, his wife having 
passed from life in Sou. Weve le iB Sproles was an attendant of the common schools until 
the opening of the Civil war, when he enlisted in eompany D, First Mississippi light artil- 
lery, and served until the war terminated, being wounded on several different occasions. He 


was inthe engagements around Vicksburg, and just two days before Lee's surrender le was 
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badly wounded at Mobile, Ala. In 1865 he studied under Rey. C. C. Lee, of Holmes county, 
continuing until September, 1866. He then entered the Southern Baptist Theological sem- 
inary, and, by studying during vacations also, he graduated in May, 1S70, soon after becom- 
ing pastor of the Baptist church at Carrollton, Miss. After remaining at this place for nine 
years, he in 1SSU came to Jackson, where he has since been located. In 1890 the board of 
trustees of Mississippi college conferred the degree of D. D. upon him. He is president of 
the convention board of missions of the Baptist state convention, and since locating in Jack- 
son he has built up the membership of the church, and is held in high esteem by his congre- 
gation as well as by his ministerial brethren. He is laboring hard for the erection of their 
new church edifice, and in every respect is a faithful worker in his Master’s vineyard. He 
was married in 1870 to Miss R. A. Pickel, a native of the Palmetto state, and by her is 
the father of four children: Mary P., Marion Olive, H. F., Jr., and James Arthur. 

Capt. John T. Stanford, Carrollton, Miss., was born in Duplin county, N. C., February 
17, 1834, and is a son of Samuel and Sarah (Maxwell) Stanford, who were also natives of 
Duplin county, N. C. The father was born in 1799, and in the year 1540 removed to the state 
of Mississippi, settling in Carroll county, where he passed the remainder of his days. He died 
in 1880, and his wife survived until December, 1888. Our subject is the third of a family of 
four sons and four daughters: A. D., a planter of Warren county Miss., was a soldier in the 
Confederate army and was wounded in the service; J. H.‘was also a soldier and was killed at 
Harrisburg, Miss.; Sam was killed in the battle of the Wilderness, and one sister is deceased. 
Jobn T. spent his youth in the neighborhood of his birth, and in 1861 he enlisted in the 
Eleventh Mississippi volunteer infantry, and was promoted from one office to the next until he was 
made captain in 1563 after the battle of Gettysburg; he participated in the engagement of 
Seven Pines, the seven days’ fight around Richmond, Malvern Hill, Boonsboro, Sharpsburg, 
and Gettysburg; in the last named he received a wound which disabled him for some time; 
he was taken prisoner and held for fifteen months at Baltimore and Fort Delaware; he was 
paroled, came home, was exchanged, returned to the front, and was finally paroled at Appo- 
mattox courthouse, having followed General Lee’s army through the war. After the surrender 
he returned to Carroll county and settled on the old home plantation. He was married here 
in April, 1867, to Miss Mildred Taliaferro, a native of Alabama, and a daughter of John and 
Celina Taliaferro. The Captain and his wife have six children: Samuel, Sarah Clementine, 
, James H., Anna Laura, Jobn T., Jr., and Margaret P., whois now ten years old. Before the 
war Captain Stanford was a member of the whig party, but he is now a conservative democrat; 
he isa member of the Farmers’ Alliance and is president of the local Alliance. He is also a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and is a council Mason. He and his wife belong to the 
Presbyterian church, also all of the children with the exception of the youngest. Captain 
Stanford is a man of high integrity of character and moral worth, and is highly esteemed in 
the community as a neighbor, friend, and citizen. In the time of his country’s need he went 
to the front and fought and bled in the cause which he had so heartily espoused. 

Aaron Stanton, a prominent planter of Adams county, Miss., isa resident of Stanton sta- 
tion, where he has a fine home, Brandon Hall. He was born on Traveler’s Rest plantation, 
twelve miles east of Natchez, in 1840, and is the son of David and Anna (Winston) Stanton. 
David Stanton was born in Belfast, Ireland, in (S12, aud in 1820 came with his parents to 
Natchez, Miss. He was edueated at Jefferson college, and after marrying, settled near Wash- 
ington, where he followed planting until about 1843, when he removed to Natchez. There 
he followed merchandising until the breaking out of the war. He then joined the Tenth 


Mississippi infantry as lieutenant and served until the fall of 1S62, when he resigned, having 
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-fought at Shiloh, Munfordsville, Shelbyville, ete. After the war he carried on his planting 
dD b] P) d ’ D 
industry until his death in August, 1890. He was a selfmade man, of good business ability, ° 
conservative in politics and industrious in his habits. He accumulated a fortune before the war, 
but met with reverses afterward. Two of his brothers, Frederick and William, came from the 
Emerald isle to Natchez, Miss., about 1816, engaged in merchandising, and in 1S20 returned 
to their native country and brought over their parents, Aaron and Varina Stanton, who died 
- oD ] ’ 
here. Frederick and William became prominent and wealthy citizens and both died shortly 
bofore the war. Mrs. Stanton, the wife of David Stanton, was born at Traveler’s Rest 
plantation in Adams county, and is still living. She is an Episcopalian in her relig- 
ious preferences. Her father, Gen. Samuel L. Winston, was one of three brothers 
who were triplets, born in Raleigh, N. C., in 1788S. In 1795 he came with a brother- 
in-law, Mr. Williams (who afterward became lieutenant- governor of the state) to 
Adams county, and there passed the life of a successful planter until his death in 1831. He 
served in the Seminole war and was aid-de-camp to General Jackson in the War of 1812 at 
New Orleans. His two brothers, Judge Lewis and William, also came to Adams county at 
’ D ’ 
quite an early day and were prominent lawyers. The former died here in 1825 and the latter 
in 1834. Judge Lewis was at one time judge of the southern district of Mississippi. Their 
father, Major Joseph Winston, was a native of the Old Dominion but died in North Carolina. 
He was a major in the Revolutionary war and was presented with a sword for gallantry at the 
battle of King’s mountain. Ann W. Hogeatt, who became the wife of Gen. Samuel L. Winston, 
oD DD ’ 
was also born on Trayeler’s Rest plantation in Adams county in 1800, and died inthe same neigh- 
borhood in 1882. Her father, James Hoggatt, was born in Bedford, Va., in 1753, and from 
there he went to Tennessee, where he married a Miss Bell, who died in Tennessee. Afterward 
b) 
Mr. Hogeatt married Miss Grissella Newell, and about 1SV0 came to Adams county, where he 
oD © 
Sar oe large tracts of land east of Washington. He became an extensive planter and a 
breeder of race horses and had a training track on his plantation. There he passed the clos- 
ing scenes of his life in aftluence. aOR Stanton, the subject of this sketch, was one of four 
children, only one besides himself now living, Samuel W., who is a planter at Natchez. 
Aaron was educated at Jefferson and Oakland colleges and at the br eaking out of the war he 
joined a company of cavalry and served as lieutenant, most of the time under Gen. Patrick 
Cleburne, until the close of the war. He fought at Murfreesboro, Chickamauga and all through 
the Georgia and Atlanta campaign. He went back with General Hood to Tennessee, and 
fought at Franklin and Nashville, and then retreated into Mississippi. He afterward 
oD 
rejoived General Johnston in North Carolina and surrendered with him. He was wounded at 
Resaca, Ga. After peace was declared he returned home and on the 12th of October, 1865, 
) } 
he married Miss Elizabeth Elmina Brandon, daughter of Girard and Charlotte(Smith) Bran- 
don. The father was a son of Gov. Girard C. Brandon, born in Wilkinson county in ISIS, 
and his wife in Adams county in 1821. | They were married in the last named county about 
1841, and at once settled on the plantation known as Brandon Hall, at Stanton station, 
where Mr. Brandon erected a fine mansion in 1856, the one in which Mr. Stanton now resides. 
Here Mr. Brandon spent the remainder of his days as one of the most prosperous farmers in 
we 7; ¢ r anni > ay re Ss » 
7" b] 
Adanis county, owning at the breaking out of the war about $1,000,000 worth of slaves. He 
died in 1874 and his widow three years later. Both were members of the Episcopal church. 
) ] | 
Mrs, Stanton was born at Brandon Hall, and by her marriage became the mother of four 
J on 
children, viz.: Charlotte S., wife of Dunbar Surget Merrill; Anna W., wife of Arthur E. Shaw, 
who is secretary and treasurer of Bessemer rollingmills at Bessemer, Ala.; Agnes and David 
a : ie latter is now finishing his education at the University of the South a 
Brandon. The latt finishing his edueat t the U ity of the South at 
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Sewanee, Teun. The eldest daughter was educated at Hollings institute, Virginia, and the 
younger, Agnes, at Columbus college, Mississippi. Mr. Stanton lived on Cedar Grove 
plantation near where he was born until [S75,and since then on the old Brandon Hall 
place, which contains about eighteen hundred acres and produces about three hundred bales of 
cotton annually. Mr, Stanton has never aspired to office, but is active in the interest of his 
party and for the general welfare of the county. He is a typical Southern gentleman and a 
man of many friends. His wifesand all the children are active members of the Episcopal 
church at Natchez. 

Frederick Stanton (deceased). There are few selfmade men but what have had an 
interesting history connected with their early struggles, and a few facts connected with the 
past life of the above mentioned gentleman will give some idea of his usefulness in the 
different walks of life. He was born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1798, and in 1817 immigrated to 
the United States, forming, while on the voyage, the acquaintance of A. T. Stewart, who 
afterward became a merchant prinee of New York city. After a short time spent at this 
place Mr. Stauton came direct to Natchez, where he at ouce began to make his own way in 
the world as a clerk, but by 1820 had accumulated sufiicient means to enable him to embark 
in business for himself, and he soon after established the flourishing cotton houses of Stanton 
& Buckner, of Natchez, and Buckner & Stanton, of New Orleans, which at one time were 
the strongest firms in both cities. Soin love did he become with his adopted country, and 
in such a prosperous condition were his business affairs, that he soon sent for the other mem- 
bers of his family in Ireland, and the numerous people of that name in Adams county are 
the descendants of this family. In addition to his mercantile interests, Mr. Stanton also vave 
a considerable amount of his attention to planting, and in this he likewise prospered. In 
1827 he was married to Miss Huldah Helm, of Kentucky, a daughter of Thomas Helm, and 
by her became the father of ten children, four of whom are living: Frederick, Newton H., 
Elizabeth, wife of Maj. John Rawle, and Verina B., widow of Mr. Gaither. Tn [S57 Mr. 
Stanton erected the maguificent residence in Natchez, which is, perhaps, the finest private 
residence in the state of Mississippi to-day. The residence occupies the site of the old fort of 
the Natchez Indians, the grounds occupying the block embraced by High, Monroe, Pearl and 
Commerce streets. Tt was erected at a cost of $130,000, was magnificently furnished at a 
cost of S40,000, and the beautiful marble mantels, whieh adorn each room, were carved in 
sunny Italy. The wood earving is also very artistic, beautiful and unique, and the chande- 
liers are works of art. The furniture was all made in Paris, and in making a tour of the 
wide and spacions halls, the stately parlors, reeeptionrooims, the diningroom (which can seat 
half a hundred cuests) and the sleeping apartments, the effect is, indeed, almost oriental in 
its beauty. The grounds are no less beautiful, for stately live-oaks shade this ideal home. 
Mr. Stanton did not long survive to enjoy the beauty and comfort which, by his own wnaided 
efforts, he had acquired for his loved ones, and in 1859 he was ealled from the scene of his 
earthly labors, leaving to his children the record of an untarnished name. His widow sur- 
vives him, and with her son-in-law, Maj. John Rawle, and family, still oceupies the home 
erected for her by her husband. 

Maj. William Starling, chief engineer of the Mississippi Levee district of Greenville, was 
born in Columbus, Ohio, in January 25, 1539, and was the third in a family of nine children 
born to Lyne and Maria (Hensley) Starling, the parents natives of the Bluegrass state. The 
father was a merchant of New York for many years, and in ISsS moved to Illinois, where 
he followed agricultural pursuits. At the breaking out of the war he was appointed assistant 
adjutant-general under General Crittenden, and later held the rank of Heutenant-colonel. He 
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was in the battles of Shiloh, Stone river, Chickamauga, and the whole Atlanta campaign. In 
IS660 he came south, followed planting in Mississippi, and then bought a large estate, 
Sunnyside, situated twelve miles below Greenville. The plantation was one of the finest tn 
this section, and there were one thousand six hundred acres under eultivation. Mr. Starling, 
who was a worthy member of the Presbyterian church, died in 1876. The mother ts still hy- 
ing, and makes her home with her sons, William and Lyne, both residents of Greenville, 
where the latter is engaged in merchandising. She is also a member of the Presbyterian 
church. Maj. William Starling was educated at the University of New York, which he 
entered when fourteen years of age; graduated in 1856, and immediately began reading law 
in the office of Alexander & Green, then, as well as now, an eminent firm of attorneys in New 
York; removed with his parents to Hlinois in IS5S. In 1861 he entered the volunteer ser- 
vice as lieutenant of company G, Third Kentucky cavalry, Federal army, and was afterward 
transferred to the Ninth Kentucky infantry with the rank of captain. He was subsequently 
promoted to the rank of major, and retained that rank in the veteran corps, and besides 
numerous minor engagements, was in the great battle of Murfreesboro. Mr. Starling has an 
enviable war record, and retired from the service only on account of sickness. After the war 
he came South, and joined his father in Arkansas in 1867. In 1882 the estate was sold to 
the Calhoun land syndicate, and the same year Mr. Starling, who had removed to Green- 
ville, entered the service of the Mississippi levee board as assistant engineer. In ISS4 he 
was promoted to the position of chief engineer, and still continues to hold that office. He 
became identified with the interests of the South, and is enthusiastic as to its prosperity. He 
has attained considerable prominence in the Masonic fraternity. He is at present grand 
scribe of the Grand lodge of Mississippi; is commander of Delta commandery No. 16 of the 
Knights Templar, and high priest of the chapter. He is an active member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. 

The Starling & Smith company, general merchants at Greenville, established their busi- 
ness in that city in 1SSS, and earry a stock of goods valued at about $30,000. They do an 
annual business of about $300,000, are live business men and merit the suecess by which 
their efforts are rewarded. In 1890 they ereeteda tine two-story brick block on Poplar street. 
Lyne Starling was originally from Kentucky, his birth occurring at Frankfort in 1848, and 
is the son of Lyne and Maria (Hensley) Starling (see sketch of William Starling). He was 
educated at Yale college and graduated from that institution in 1871, after which he resided 
on his father’s plantation in Arkansas until 1SS2. He then came to Greenville and engaged 
in the Bank of Greenville as corresponding clerk until he went into business for himself. He 
was married in 1872 to Miss Kate C. Watson, of Kentucky, the daughter of Heury Watson, 
who was from one of the old families of the state. To this marriage were born four chuil- 
dren: Heury, Lyne, Jr., Inez and Maria. Mrs. Starling and her son, Henry, are members 
of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Starling is vice president of the Citizens’ bank and a direc- 
tor of the Greenville cotton compress. He is the owner of considerable town property. 

Mrs. Martha Steele, who is engaged in planting, and is a well-known lady of Copiab 
county, is the widow of Archibald Steele, and was born in Mississippi in 1836, a daughter of 
James D. and Lucretia (Corley) Cammack. Archibald Steele was born in Tennessee in the 
-year 1S19, a son of Peter and Anna Steele. Peter Steele died in Tennessee about 1828, and 
in 1830 his wife came with her family to this state, first settling in Marion county, but alter 
living on a plantation there for about fifteen years, they remoyed to Copiah county, where 
Mrs. Steele lived till her death. Her son was a selfmade man, who, beginning with very 
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planters of this state. He served during the entire period of the late war under General 
Lee’s command as captain of company G, of the Fifteenth Mississippi regiment. At the 
close of the war he resumed planting, in which he was successful. He was first married to 
Eliza Catching, who bore him two children: Whitman, a resident of Copiah county, and Julia, 
wife of Dr. J. T. Alford, of Rockport, Miss. Our subject, the relict of Archibald Steele, 
was married to him in 1557, and to them were born eight children, six of whom are living: 
Mary, wife of Frank Catching, of Copiah county; James B., at home; Archella, wife of Dr. 
J. M. Catching, of Hazlehurst, Miss.; Abner P., at home; Oscar, at home; Bennajuh, who 
also lives at home. Mr. Steele was a member of the Masonic order, and was for a long time 
prior to his death identified with the Methodist Episcopal church, of which denomination his 
wife was also a devout member. The leading characteristics of Mr. Steele were industry, 
frugality and unswerving honesty. He was a model planter, indulgent husband and father, 
and as a citizen was widely known and respected. 

Johan Otto Steen, father of Otto Steen of Enterprise, Clarke county, Miss., was born in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1797. He was the son of Johan Otto Steen, Sr., who died in 1842, 
at the great age of one hundred and three. The tirst mentioned was a great machinist and a 
polished artisan, who executed the finest styles of work in metals. The Danish government 
employed him in the manufacture of the finest naval instruments, compasses, lanterns, ete. 
He spent ten years in visiting the shops of the famous artisans of Europe, which went far 
toward his preparation for his life-work. He was married to Miss Jacobini Bless, in 1826. 
She also was a native of Copenhagen, born in 1809. Otto Steen, the eldest son of Johan 
Otto Steen, Jr., was born April 5, 1834, in Copenhagen, Denmark. He attended the schools 
of his native city, and at fourteen years of age was apprenticed to the trade of metalworking 
in ashop of which his father was superintendent and head workman. Here began that train- 
ing which was to develop in young Steen the finest powers as a mechanic in his chosen branch. 
It is not out of place here to remark that the Danish government requires all males to learn 
atrade. After four and one-half years of continuous service, Mr. Steen passed the required 
examination aud was admitted to the grade of journeyman workman. Among the require- 
ments for promotion to this rank was the execution of a most artistic and difficult piece of 
work in hammered brass. This exquisite piece of work, which is now in the possession of 
Mr. Otto Steen, has been examined by the writer, and is certainly a testimonial of the mas- 
terly skill of the maker. After serving his apprenticeship and after his graduation from the 
Polytechnic institute, Mr. Steen visited Germany and Great Britain, and, in the autumn of 
1852, caine to the United States. Landing at New York, he immediately found employment 
on Pearl street. He spent two years in Greenwich street, later, and, in 1554, went to New 
Orleans, La. In March, 1854, he removed to St. Louis, Mo., and later returned to New Or- 
leans. Becoming interested in Mobile, Ala, he removed there in December, 1854. Here he 
was employed until [S57 in a steamboat shop, owned by Robert S. Kirk. He then went into 
the same business on his own account, which he continued until 1860. In that year he re- 
moved to Enterprise, Miss., where he continued the business of metalworking. On the out- 
break of hostilities in IS6L, he was employed by the Confederate government, in whose 
service he continued during the entire war. Mr. Steen’s wide reputation as a_ skilled 
machinist caused his services to be sought by the Mobile & Ohio, the Vicksburg & Memphis, 
and the Memphis & Charleston railway companies, and by others also. Simultaneously he 
was doing difficult and finished work for the Confederate government. The close of the war 
found Mr. Steen, like other Southerners, well nigh broken up; but with characteristic energy 
he set himself about the task of rebuilding his broken fortunes. His services had now be- 
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come indispensable to the roads employing him, and he was continued in the employ of the 
Mobile & Ohio company, which connection existed till 1870. Mr. Steen has kept in connection 
with his shop a stock of merchandise hardware. His services are yet sought far and near when 
work of most intricate character is demanded. Mr. Steen was married in 1855 in Mobile, Ala., to 
Miss Alena Robertsen, born in 1836, a native of Marstral, Denmark, which is not far from Copen- 
hagen. They have had eight children: Emma, Otto, Laura, Mary, Clara, Lena, Minnie and 
James, of whom the first, third, sixth and seventh survive. Miss Laura married Mr. Tib- 
betts, a gentleman from Minnesota. In religious affiliations Mr. Steen and his wife are 
Lutherans, while their daughters are Presbyterians. Myr. Steen is financial reporter for the 
Knights of Honor, which position he has filled for the past five years. He is eminently a 
successful man, having never been embarrassed in business. He is one of the pillars of his 
town, and a citizen of whom his countrymen are justly proud. 

Dr. W. J. Stegal, of Evergreen, Itawamba county, Miss., was born in this state in 1547, 
and is a prominent physician and planter. His parents were Stanley D. and Dollie A. 
(Thomas) Stegal, his father having been born in North Carolina and his mother in Alabama. 
Of a family of four children, Dr. Stegal was the only son. He attended medical lectures at 
Mobile, Ala., in the winter of 1872-8, and has been successfully engaged in the practice of his 
profession ever since. He was married, November 9, 1882, to Miss Mary A. Armstrong, who 
was born in Mississippi, February 5, 1855. She is a daughter of Maj. J. M. Armstrong. ‘To 
Dr. and Mrs. Stegal have been born five children: Carrie Janet, William T., deceased, James 
Stanley, Aunie L., deceased, and Frankie R. In 1864, Dr. Stegal enlisted in the company of 
Capt. F. M- Armstrong, known as company C, of the Second Mississippi regiment. He served 
in the Confederate army until the close of the war, when he was paroled at Macon, but did 
not participate in any engagements. Politically, he is a democrat, and as a citizen he is 
public-spirited aud helpful. He has a large practice, which extends over a large territory, 
and asa physician he has been unusually successful. He owns and operates a large planta- 
tion, raising considerable quantities of cotton and other products, and is regarded as one of 
the leading planters of this section. He and his wife are members of the Baptist church. 

William LL. Stephen is well worthy of being classed among the substantial residents of 
Jefferson county, Miss., for since near the close of the war he has been a leading merchant 
of Fayette. His parents, George and Barbara (Schneider) Stephen, were born in Germany, 
and a few years after their marriage immigrated to the United States, landing at New Orleans 
in 1832 with three small children. Unfortunately it was the year of the cholera siege at 
that place, and though they remained in New Orleans but about three weeks, they were 
called upon to morn the loss of one of their little ones. From New Orleans they went to 
Cincinnati, but after a residence of two years in that city they bought a farm in Warren 
county, Ohio, and on this farm the father breathed his last in 1845, he being at that time 
sixty-three years of age. He left a widow and seven children, three sons and four daughters. 
After his death his widow continued to reside on the farm, and with the assistance of her 
sons cultivated the land until 1554, when she sold out and moved with her family to Clarke 
county, Mo., where she remained about two years. At the end of that time she came to 
Fayette, Miss., and here the rest of her days were spent, her home being in the family of her 
son, William L. She was born May 14, 1796, and departed this life Oetober 6, IN75. Lieut. 
William L. Stephen was born May 21, 1836, in Warren county, Ohio, and although his early 
opportunities for obtaining an education were somewhat limited, he made the most of the 
few months of country schooling that was afforded him each year. At the age of sixteen 


years, being ambitious of securing a better education, he obtained permission to work for 
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wages on an adjoining farm in order to obtain sufficient means with which to enter the Maine- 
ville academy, a school of high order located iu the eastern part of Warren county, and after 
completing his studies he went to Missouri and began working for his brother on a farm, 
remaining with him one year. At the end of this time, at the solicitation of his uncle, who 
was a merchant of Fayette, Miss., he came here for the purpose of assisting him in his 
grocery store, and to this work devoted his time aud attention until the war cloud, which had 
so long hovered over the country, burst in all its fury, at which time he left the store to take 
up arms in defense of the Confederate cause, enlisting May 4, 1861. During the first year 
of the war he was fourth corporal of company D, Nineteenth Mississippi volunteer infantry, 
army of north Virginia, but the second year he was promoted to orderly sergeant, and while 
acting in this capacity was often called upon to command the company. The third year of 
the war he was made leutenant, and discharged the duties of this position faithfully and 
well until the close of the war, participating in all of the battles fought by the army of 
north Virginia. He was the last officer commissioned for his company, and at the time of 
the surrender was with General Lee. He was neither wounded nor taken prisoner during his 
service. At the close of the war he returned to Fayette and once more engaged in the mer- 
eantile business, and so well did he succeed in this calling that he has followed it up to the 
present time. His stock of goods consists of an assortment of general merchandise, and as 
he disposes of his goods at reasonable rates, and is strictly honorable in all his transactions, 
he commands a large trade. In 1878 he was married to Miss Elizabeth Paul, daughter of 
F. C. Paul, a former citizen of Natchez, but now a resident of this county. Their union has 
been blessed in the birth of three sons and two daughters: Barbara, Frederick William, 
Adolph, Lewis W. and Isabelle. Mr. Stephen is a member of the A. I’. & A. M. lodge of 
Fayctte, and for three successive years ofticiated as worthy master. It is remarked by those 
who were members at the time he took his seat, that the lodge was in a very depressed con- 
dition, but that during his administration a new tuterest was awakened, many accessions 
were mace, and the lodge brought into good working condition. He is also a member of the 
Knights of Honor, of which order he is now treasurer, having filled all the offices within the 
gift of that organization. He at present holds the position of commander in the camp of 
Confederate Veterans lately organized at this place, called J. J. Whitney camp No. 10. He 
at all times manifests a deep interest in the advancement of education, and is treasurer of the 
board of trustees of the Fayette high school. He has at different times held the position of 
alderman of the city, besides other offices of trust. His family are members of the Presby- 
terian church, and his wife is a most devoted Christian and is highly respected and beloved 
by her acquaintances. She is a devoted mother, and is endeavoring to train her ehildren in 
the ways of usefulness and right living. Mr. Stephen inherits many of the sterling qualities 
of his German ancestors, prominent among which may be mentioned faithfulness of purpose, 
honesty, industry and frugality. 

Col. M. D. L. Stephens, the subject of this notice, was born in Williamson county, Venn., 
November 9, 1829. His father, Dennis Stephens, the son of Thomas and Martha Stephens, 
was born at Fort Nash, now the city of Nashville, in May, 1796. Thomas Stephens was born 
near Lynchburg, Va., in 1760, and his grandfather took part in what is known in history as 
the Bacon rebellion, in 1675, in which Bacon and his adherents were either killed or banished 
from the country by the British government. W. H. Stephens being one of the prominent 
actors in this rebellion, was banished and all of his property confiscated. He took his wife 
and went west, and settled on the James river, near where Lynchburg now stands, being 


obliged to raise his family amid the most adverse circumstances, in rugged wilds, amonest 
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the Indians, without any schools or advantages for his family. From this family Thomas 
Stephens sprung. and the many families bearing this name and that of Steveus who have 
spread-over the South: and West. Georgia’s great statesman, A. H. Stephens, belonged to 
this family. Thomas Stephens and Martha Davis were united in marriage near Knoxville, 
Tenn., in wnat was then the territory of North Carolina, in June, 1790. Soon after their 
marriage Thomas Stephens moved to Fort Nash, and at or near this fort Dennis Stephens 
was born. He was reared in Montgomery and Murray counties, with but little educational 
advantages. In 1822 he was united in marriage to Jane Hudson, the only daughter of John 
and Elizabeth Hudson. Jobn Hudson was of Irish nativity, and his wife was Elizabeth 
Spratt, who was the daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth (Blythe) Spratt. Andrew Spratt was 
born in north Ireland and was educated for a Presbyterian minister, but when he had grad- 
uated he fled to America instead of embarking in the ministry. He settled at Charlotte, N.C., 
where he established a school in 1760. In a short time he was united in marriage to Eliza- 
beth Blythe, who had a brother, Dr. Blythe, who was a surgeon in the Continental army. 
Andrew Spratt left his family, to serve some years in the army. At the close of the war he 
found himself very poor, with a large family to support. Dr. Blythe was the owner of a large 
tract of land in what is now Tennessee, which he gave his sister, and there this family set- 
tled. Sixteen children of this family lived to be grown. John Hudson and his wife came 
out to Tennessee with Mr. Spratt, and settled here in 1800. A postoftice was soon estab- 
lished in this settlement, named Bethesda. 

The eldest daughter of Dennis and Jane Stephens was Susan I’. J., born in 1825; the 
next child was a daughter, Martha E. N., born in 1827; Marcus D. LaFayette, the subject 
of this notice, was born in 1829, and Melissa A. E. was born in 1832. Dennis Stephens left 
Tennessee with his family and moved to what was then called the Chickasaw Nation, and set- 
tled in Marshall county, Miss., near Tallaloosa, in January, 1538.9 Sarah married W. H. 
Danicl, Fobruary 14, 1844, and became the mother of three daughters, Dora, Scott and 
Fannie, and three sons, Duruyter, William L. and Robert Lee. Mrs. Daniel died in 1871. 
The children are now residents of Nevada and California. Martha married Berry O. Best 
in 1847, and became the mother of five daughters and three sons. All are now residing in 
Tallahatchie county, Miss., being all married except one. Melssa married Jerard Burch in 
December, 1852. They have two daughters and one son, and all are married. R. L. Burch 
married Cora Weathers; Nora married R. J. Thompson; Ella married Newton Matthews. 
Mrs. Best and Mr. Burch are both living. LaFayette, the subject of this notice, the only 
son, engaged with his father in working a small farm on Pigeon Roost creek, in Marshall 
county, until he was seventeen years old, working on the farm, and going to school through 
a few months of the year. His parents were in straitened circumstances and had hard 
work to keep the daughters in school, but LaFayette was enabled to get a fairly good Eng- 
lish education. He began teaching school in the neighborhood and afterward taught in 
Tippah and Panola counties, in Mississippi, for the purpose of making money with which to 
complete his education. In 1851 he took up the study of medicine in connection with teach- 
ing, and in 1853-4 he attended Icetures at Louisville, Ky. His preceptor was Dr. R. M. 
Glover, of Tallaloosa, Marshall county. Having completed his education, he located at Ban 
ner, In Calhoun county, and entered into a large and lucrative practice. He remained at 
Banner until LSdS, when he removed to Sarepta, in the same county, some eight miles east 
of Banner, and continued the practice of his profession in partnership with Dr. J. M. Lyles 
until 1860, when he was nominated on the union co-operation ticket for a seat in the state 
convention which had been called by Goy. J. J. Petters to consider the question of the seces 
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sion of the state of Mississippi. He voted against the ordinance of secession in all of its 
various forms presented to the people of the convention, but on its final passage he recorded 
his vote for it with these remarks: ‘I was elected to this convention on what is known as 
the co-operation ticket, and every vote I have cast since this ordinance has been before the 
convention has been cast in good faith to carry out the pledges made to my people. The 
question now having narrowed down to secession or submission, and.as between the two I am 
for secession, I cast my vote for the ordinance, feeling at the same time that a different course 
should have been pursued; but Iam a Mississippian to the core—the bones of my ancestors 
sleep upon its hills—and all I am and have, and ever expect to be, are within her borders; 
and whatever my destiny may be, I am with her heart and soul.” 

Immediately after the state had seceded he wrote home to his partner, Dr. Lyles, that 
war was imminent and that they must organize to resist, and directed him to enroll his name 
on the muster roll of a company then organizing by Dr. Lyles. Upon his return home he 
found the company organized, and on the 7th day of April, 1861, he mustered into the state 
service under General Lowrey, of Pontotoc. At the breaking out of the war Mr. Stephens 
was engaged ina lucrative practice and stood at the head of his profession. February |4, 
1856, he was united in marriage to Mary Jane Duff, the daughter of James Madison and 
Jane (Hullam) Duff, who were married in South Carolina in 1837 and settled near Sarepta. 
The result of this union was the birth of two daughters and two sons: Mary Jane Duff, the 
eldest, was born March 29, 1839; William Duff, the eldest son, joined Captain Wheeler’s 
company of mounted men, attached to Col. Robert Pinson’s First Mississippi cavalry, and was 
killed at the battle of Island No. 10, holding the rank of first lieutenant at the time; Mittie 
N. married A. McDonald, and died in 1872, leaving no children; James F. Duff joined the 
same regiment that his brother did and served as a private until the close of the war, taking 
part in all the engagements in which the regiment participated. He married Miss Mary 
Scott Mayes, the eldest child of W. D. and Mary Jane Mayes. He is now living in Water 
Valley, Miss. The Magnolia guards, the company into which Mr. Stephens enlisted, was 
called into active service May 29, 1561, and ordered to Corinth, Miss. Here this company 
was attached to the Seventeenth regiment of Mississippi volunteers, with W. 8. Featherston 
as colonel, John M. Guirk, leutenant-colonel, and John M. Lyles, major. , Captain Lyles 
having been promoted, W. L. Duff was elected captain of the Magnolia guards, now company 
K. Mr. Stephens was tendered the position of assistant surgeon, but declined, preferring to 
remain with the company as second heutenant. The regiment was ordered to Manassas 
Junction, Va., June 9, 1561. The regiment was attached to General Jones’ brigade, which 
was composed of the Fourth and Fifth South Carolina regimeuts and the Seventeenth Missis- 
sippi regiment. July 17 Lieutenant Stephens was sent with a detachment from the Seven- 
teenth regiment to guard Conrad’s ford, on Bull Run, and he reported the enemy advancing 
in force, and that evening he was joined by the entire brigade of General Jones, General 
Longstreet guarding Mitchell’s ford. On the morning of the ISth the enemy advanced on 
Longstreet and a sharp engagement ensued, when the enemy was repulsed and withdrew. 
On the morning of the 21st the heavy boom of artillery announced the attack of the enemy 
on the left, near the stone bridge, or above. In the afternoon the regiment advanced in the 
direction of Centerville, and was confronted by twelve pieces of artillery. The enemy sent 
shot and shell upon the regiment so heavy that they fell back in a deep ravine and there sent 
forward skirmishers to keep posted on the movements of the enemy, when they found that 
the enemy had fallen back. The regiment was then ordered back to position on Bull Run, 
and spent the night in bivouac. This was the tirst battle of Manassas, or Bull Run, as it is 


called. 
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Lieutenant Stephens’ regiment was then ordered to Leesburg, Va., to report to Gen. G. 
Evans. Joining that brigade, they went to Levettsville on the Potomac, near Harper’s Ferry, 
captured and sacked the town and returned to Leesburg. Here they remained in camp a few 
days, when the company was ordered to the Potomac to do picket duty. Captain Duff camped 
the company at Big Springs, near the residence of Mr. Bell. From here the regiment went 
back twelve miles to Grouse creek, near Aldic, where they were soon ordered to the brigade, 
consisting of the Eighth Virginia regiment of volunteers, Colonel Hunton; the Thirteenth 
Mississippi, Colonel Barkdale; the Seventeenth Mississippi, Colonel Featherston: the Hight- 
eenth Mississippi, Col. E. R. Burt, and the Richmond hunters, with four pieces of artillery. 
When the brigade returned to Leesburg Captain Duff and his company were ordered back to 
the Big Spring, and pickets placed on the Potomuae river. The evening of October 20 General 
Evans visited this company and told them to be on the lookout, as the enemy was making 
some movement, and if they crossed the river to fight them. Lieutenant Stephens asked him 
what was to be done if they came in overwhelming numbers. General Evans rephed, “Fight 


them if they come twenty thousand strong.” 


In the morning the company was notified that 
the enemy had crossed the river at Balls bluff. They hastily organized, there being only 
forty-cight men, the rest being on picket duty. They moved rapidly in the direction of the 
firing and met a detachment of the Fifteenth Massachusetts regiment on the erest of Ball's 
bluff, with five handredmen. A sharp encounter ensued, and the enemy was driven back. The 
company was relieved by the appearance of two companies from the Eighteenth and Thirteenth 
Mississippi regiments, and with their aid succeeded in driving the enemy back to Ball’s bluff. 
This was a complete victory for the company, as they had not a man killed or taken prisoner, 
and they were outnumbered by the enemy. After this engagement the regiment went into 
winter quarters near Leesburg. In the battle of Leesburg or Ball’s bluff Lieutenant Stephens 
also participated. Karly in February, 1862, Lieutenant Stephens was granted a leave of 
absence and ordered to report to Col. J. A. Orr in Mississippi. Ue did so, and raised com- 
pany D in his, the Thirty-first Mississippi regiment, and at the organization, after several 
weeks, was elected leutenant-colonel. The regiment was ordered to Corinth, soon after the 
battle of Shiloh, and was placed in a brigade in General Breckinridge’s division, going 
-then to Vicksburg to join General Pendleton. This was in June, and they remained there 
during the bombardment, until the last of July, going thenee to Baton Rouge, La., where 
they participated in the battle at that place. Thence they went to Grand Junction, pressing 
the enemy back, and then returned to Davis’ mill. General Breckinridge then left the regi- 
ment, and with his division went to join Bragg’s army in north Georgia. 

Under Van Dorn, the regiment then went to Holly Springs, and remained until after the 
battle of Corinth, when they went to Coffeeville, where a sharp engagement ensued, which 
resulted somewhat disastrously, and the regiment retreated to Grenada, Miss. Here 
they remained inactive until the spring of 1863. Van Dorn in the meantime took the caval- 
ry and attacked the enemy at Holly Springs, which induced Grant to retreat to Memphis. In 
July, 1863, the regiment was ordered to Jackson, Mississippi, where they remained for a 
short time, going thence to Snyder’s bluff, on the Yazoo river, and from there went up Deer 
creek to meet a detachment of the enemy coming through Black Bayou and Deer creck to 
Vicksburg, where the enemy met a defeat and was driven back to Black Bayou. The regi 
ment then went to Grenada, Miss., and from there to Edwards depot, near Big Black 
river. They met the enemy at Baker's creck, where they were defeated, and the army fell 
back to Vicksburg. Loring’s division, of which Lieutenant-Colonel Stephens’ regiment 
was a part, retreated to Jackson, where they were joined by General Johnston, and 
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went to Canton, Miss., where a small army was formed which moved on toward Vicks- 
burg, when the news of the surrender reached them and they fell back to Jackson, with the 
enemy in close pursuit. Remaining at Jackson for some days, the regiment then fell back 
to Brandon, Miss. During the siege of Jackson, the Thirty-first regiment lost quite a num- 
ber of men, among them being Maj. Henry BE. Topp, who was mortally wounded while 
directing the left wing of the regiment repelling an assault from the enemy. After going 
to Brandon, they went to Forest, and later to Newton Station, where Colonel Orr turned 
over his regiment to Lieutenant-Colonel Stephens, and went home to engage in the canvass 
for congress. The command then went to Enterprise, Miss., and thence to Demopolis, Ala., 
where they remained till winter, when they went to Montevallo, Ala. In the spring 
they, with the rest of Johbnston’s army, now commanded by General Polk, went to Rome, 
Ga., and from there by rail, went to Resaca, where they met and repelled the enemy 
coming through a mountain gap. The regiment took part in two or three brisk engage- 
ments at this point, and then fell back to Adairsville and Cassville, where preparations were 
made for a final stand, but were ordered back to Cartersville and encamped for several days 
in the Altoona mountains. They met the enemy at New Hope Church, and after an engage- 
ment in which the regiment was victorious, it was mustered into Featherston’s brigade, 
Loring’s division of Polk’s corps. Lieutenant-Colonel Stephens had been promoted to the 
coloneley after the resignation of Colonel Orr, who was elected to congress. Colonel Stephens 
received his commission February 12, 1864. 

The regiment then went from the line at New Hope to Lost Mountain, and from there to 
Noonday creek in front of Kenesaw mountain, and fell back after a short skirmish on this 
creek to the mountain, where they were attacked by a heavy force June 27, but repulsed 
the enemy at every point and then fell back to Smyrna church and fortified a line, but soon 
abandoned it and fell back to Chattahoochee river, and on the 17th of July crossed the river 
and formed a line on Peachtree creek. Jnly 18, Johnston was remoyed and General Hood 
took his place in command. July 21, the regiment attacked the enemy on this creek and 
took their breastworks, but were compelled to fall back. Colonel Drane was severely 
wounded and Maj. IF. M. Gillespie was killed, and two hundred and sixty-five men were 
either killed, wounded or captured. On the 22d of July, the regiment supported General 
Hood on the right at Atlanta, and on July 25, supported him on the left. He then encircled 
the city of Atlanta, and put up temporary breastworks and the siege of Atlanta began, which 
lasted till September, when the enemy struck General Hardee’s corps at Jonesboro. On the 
evacuation of Atlanta, the regiment joined General Hardee at Lovejoy station, where they 


remained for some time, then crossed the Chattahoochee, and came to the railroad at Big 
Shanty, where a sharp engagement ensued between Ieatherston’s brigade and the enemy. The 


regiment sustained some loss and the horse of Colonel Stephens was shot and the fort cap- 
tured. Then the regiment moved on Acworth, which surrendered withont a fight. Gen- 
eral Frendi’s division attacked Alatoona, and was repulsed after a severe engagement. The 
regiment was still with General Loring, but Gen. A. P. Stewart was the corps commander, 
and went to Cedartown and back across the Coosa river and struck the railroad at Resaea. 
The regiment then moved off up the river, tearing up the road as far as Dalton, where it 
deflected to the left and went to Summerville, Ga. From there it went to Summerville, 
Ala., and thenee to Decatur, where the enemy was attacked by the brigade. The command 
halted at Tuscumbia, Ala., where they remained a few days. They took up the line of march 
for Nashville, Tenn. At Franklin General Hood attacked the enemy in his stronghold behind 
three lines of breastworks. Hood’s army suffered a fearful loss. Colonel Stephens had his 
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right leg broken with a minie-ball just below the hip, and fell against the breastworks of 
the enemy. In this charge he lost one hundred and cighty-four men, in killed and wounded, 
forty-five dying on the field. Ele was himself captured by the enemy and taken in the diree- 
tion of Nashville, across the H—— river, where he was abandoned by them in an old field. 
The ground was frozen and the north wind was blowing and he would doubtless have died 
but for the kindness of a Federal soldier, who kindly wrapped him up in a pair of his blank- 
ets, and another soldier who put a fire at his feet. This no doubt saved his life, and in the 
morning the men of his own regiment found him and took him to Major MeGorvick’s  resi- 
dence, where be was cared for till au uncle in the neighborhood, Miles R. Hudson, removed 
him to his house, where he remained till the army went to Nashville. He feels under many 
obligations to Mr. Barr of the One Hundred and Sixty-fifth Illinois regiment for ban- 
daging his wound on the battlefield, and for moving him from between the lines of the enemy 
and for watching over and protecting him, and to Colonel Stewart, of the same regiment, for 
his kindness and consideration to him while in his lines, and to the soldier, Mr. Hindman, 
who built the fire at his feet to warm him on that bitter cold night, and to a soldier belong- 
ing to an Iowa regiment for kindly giving him a pair of United States blankets to keep him 
from freezing. He and these soldiers are fast friends, and have exchanged photos, and he 
points with much pride to these pictures of his friends in blue, who came to his relief on the 
battlefield in the hour of danger. 

He fell back with the army across the Tennessee river, and made his way home, arriving 
there January 1, 1865, having ridden three hundred miles with his broken leg fastened to the 
horn of the saddle, with his negro boy walking in the road before him and riding behind him 
across creeks. He was eighteen days making the trip from Franklin to Sarepta, his home in 
Calhoun county, Miss. This ended his military career, as he was confined to his bed for 
nearly two months and was obliged to use crutches for more than a year. He took no further 
part in the war, but attended the session of the legislature in Mareh, 1865, at Columbus, 
Miss., and took a part in its deliberations. When the surrender came he was at home with 
his family, consisting of his wife, a son Rudolphus and his daughter, Cleora. He was without 
a single dollar; the Confederate money he had was utterly worthless, and everything was 
gone but his family and some land, and he on crutches. He at once resumed the practice of 
medicine, but soon found that his broken leg would make it impossible for him to ride much 
on horseback. He gathered a little money and engaged in merchandising with Capt. H. L. 
Dunean, his former companion in arms. They soon took in a partuer, S. R. Kirkwood, and 
opened a store in Water Valley, Miss., with a capital of SLO,Q00. Captain Duncan soon sold 
his interest in the store to W. D. Mayes, and took up the practice of law. Stephens & Co. 
now did a large, paying business. In 1871 W. D. Mayes withdrew from the tirm, and 
Stephens & Kirkwood continued the business. He was elected to the legislature of Missis- 
sippi in the fall of 1865, at the time Colonel Orr was elected to congress, but he kept in the 
field all the time except when the legislature was in session. He did not resign, for the men 
would not permit him to leave them. In the spring of 1565, soon after the surrender of the 
forces east of the Mississippi river, Goy, Charles Clarke called the legislature, and Colonel 
Stephens, being a member, went to Jackson with C. A. Lewers, his co-representative for Cal- 
houn county. Neither of them had a cent of money; in fact, there was no money in the 
country. They got transportation on the railroad and reached Jackson, and arranged to 
board with the family of Col. C. 1. Hooker, Colonel Stephens drawing rations from the 
commissary, by order of Governor Clarke, to pay the board of himself and Lewers. The 


legislature was in session about three days, the city full of Yankee soldiers and negroes; the 
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legislature did nothing, could do nothing. The third day Governor Clarke informed 
Stephens that there was an order for his arrest, and that the boys had better scatter, and soon 
after that warning they adjourned The proceedings of this assembly have never been pub- 
lished, and are perhaps unwritten. The Colonel got home without spending a dollar. He 
was elected to the state senate in October, 1866, from the district of Calhoun and Yalobusha, 
and served one session, and until, by the reconstruction act of congress, he, together with all 
the officers of the state, was turned out, and the state placed under military government. 
His business as a merchant prospered until contraction brought ruin to the country, culminat- 
ing in 1878 in suspension and the surrender of everything to his ereditors, and he once more 
took a new start in the world, and went to clerking to support his wife and seven children. 

In 1879 he was elected to the legislature and served in the session of ISSO, and assisted 
as one of the committee in making the code of ISSO. Soon after his return from the 
legislature he was appointed deputy chancery clerk, and served in that capacity till 1853, 
when he was elected chancery clerk. He served four years in this position. In ISSS he 
was elected recorder of the city of Water Valley, and in 1IS90 re-elected recorder, in which 
position he is now serving. His wife and seven children are still here with him. His eldest 
daughter, Mille, married John W. Smither, December 22, 1S90. His sons are unmarried. 
Since he came to Water Valley he has served as alderman and school trustee; in fact he is 
one of the founders of the magnificent grade of public schools in Water Valley, which has 
now enrolled more than six hundred and fifty pupils, and there is a fine building of twelve 
rooms for the accommodation of the pupils. Colonel Stephens was made a Master Mason in 
Theodosia lodge No. 182, in Sarepta, June 18,1855. He represented this lodge in the grand 
lodge of Mississippi which assembled in Vicksburg, January, 1856. He joined the chapter 
and council at Duncansby, Miss., in 1863, and was made a Knight Templar Mason in 1873. 
In 1866 he represented Theodosia lodge in the grand lodge at Jackson, and was elected grand 
senicr warden for this year. He delivered the memorial address to the lodges of Calhoun 
city in the spring of 1566, which address was published in pamphlet form and is now among 
the records of the grand lodge. He was master of Theodosia lodge for seven years and master 
of the Water Valley lodge; high priest of Water Valley chapter and eminent commander of 
St. Cyr commandery at Water Valley. He has ever been a true and Joyal Mason, and 
devoted much of his tim» in his younger days to the work of the lodge, and was a bright 
Mason in the various lodyes to which he has belonged. 

“Z. M. Stephens is foremost among the lawyers of the state of Mississippi. He is a 
resident of New Albany upon which city his name sheds luster. He was born near Fulton, 
Itawamba county, Miss., in the year 1852 and lived there until 1865.) Then he removed with 
his parents to Memphis, remaining there until 1570. In 1873 he located in New Albany and 
began the study of law, for which profession he was pre-eminently fitted. In IS74 he was 
adinitted to the bar and has since practiced his profession with increasing and gratifying 
success. He has been engaged in some of the most noted criminal eases in northern Mis- 
sissippi and, owing to the masterly manner in which he has conducted them, he has been 
almost uniformly victorious over his opponents. Colonel Stephens is one of the most exten- 
sive land owners in the state and is one of its leading business men. He was first eleeted to 
the state legislature in 1S73 and served during the session of IN74-5. He was returned in 
1883 and served with distinction during the sueceeding session and has since then devoted his 
time almost exclusively to the practice of law. He was an elector on the Cleveland tieket in 
18S4. His father, Dr. Stephens, was a prominent physician and surgeon of New Albany, who 
during a long career won the respect of all who knew him, and died deeply lamented in 
January, 1591. 
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J. H. Stevens is one of the reliable business men of Lowndes county, Miss., and although 
he has only followed the calling of a merchant in Columbus since November, 1SSY, his efforts 
have been prospered and his patronage is now large and lucrative. He was born in Colum- 
bus, in the month of January, 1535, to Hardy and Elizabeth (Myatt) Stevens, who were born 
in Raleigh, N. C., the former of whom came to Mississippi on horseback about 1530, being one 
of the earliest settlers of this region. Although he was brought up to learn the details of 
planting he began learning the earpenter’s trade upon coming to Columbus, and some of the 
first houses in the town were erected by him. He followed this calling for many years, and 
in 1889 died at the age of eighty-four years; his wife’s death cceurring in ISS2. Their mar- 
riage was blessed in the birth of eight children, six of whom are living at the present time: 
Mrs. Taylor, of Kentucky; J. H., of Columbus, Miss.; Mrs. Palmer, of Columbus, Miss.; John . 
A., of West Point, Miss.;and J. A. Stevens, and Mrs. J. B. Cobb, of Texas, all of whom are mar- 
ried and settled in life. Hardy Stevens was a member of the board of county supervisors for 
many years, was a member of the city board of aldermen and also belonged to the Masonic 
fraternity. J. H.Stevens was reared and educated in Columbus and at the age of sixteen years 
started to make his own way in the world as deputy probate clerk, a position he filled to the 
satisfaction of all concerned for three years. He next became a clerk in a mercantile estab- 
lishment, a calling he followed until the opening of the war, when he became a member of 
company K, Old Columbus riflemen (which is still in existence), serving as a private until the 
surrender of General Lee at Appomattox. When at Bowling Green, Ky., he was clerk of a 
court martial, but he afterwards became a member of company H, Thirty-fifth Mississippi 
regiment under Col. W. S. Barry, serving six months until company K returned from Camp 
Douglas, when he rejoined that company and served till the close of the war. After the sur- 
render he returned home and embarked in the mercantile business, which he continued to 
follow until IS74, when he was appointed deputy chancery clerk, serving throughout that year 
and in 1875. In 1876 he was made clerk of the circuit court, in which capacity he made a 
faithful and zealous ofticial until 1888. He then turned his talents toward making a plat and 
index of land numbers of the county, and for the admirable manner in which he carried out 
this work he was well paid. In November, 155, he once more embarked in merchandising, 
and is now one of the leading men engaged in this business in the county. He was married 
in Columbus, Miss., in 1869, to Miss Ophelia Wallace, who was born in Lebanon, Tenn., by 
whom he has two living children: L. W. and Allie M. He and his wife and daughter are 
members of the Christian church, and socially he is a Knight Templar in the A. F. & A. M., 
and a member of lodge of Perfection, at Columbus, and secretary in the lodge of I. O. O. F., 
in which position he has served fourteen years. 

Capt. John P. Stevens was born in Caswell county, N. C., November 50, 1535, the third 
of ten children born to Rev. George and Susan P. (Richardson) Stevens, the former a native 
of Georgia and the latter of North Carolina. The father was a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and moved from the state of his birth to Christian county, Ky., where he 
devoted his life and energies to his calling until his death, in [So4. He was astrong suppor- 
ter of his church and served the cause of the Master faithfully throughout a long career. 
His widow survived him until [SSS, when she died at the age of seventy-four years. The mother 
was of English descent, but the father was of Scotch-Irish lineage. Capt. John P. Stevens, 
was reared in Christian county, Ky., and in Hopkinsville received a common English educa- 
tion. At the age of fifteen years, he left the shelter of the parental roof and after spending 
two years in Cadiz, Ky., he came to Jackson, Miss., and from 1S0S5 until IS6L he was a 
salesman with the firm of Robinson, Winelly & Co. He then became a member of company 
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A, Sixth Mississippi regiment, participating in the battles of Shiloh, Port Gibson, Baker’s 
creek and siege of Vicksburg. During this time he served as captain of his company. After 
being paroled and exchanged, he reported to General Forrest at Corinth, was promoted to the 
staff of General Buford and went through Hood’s campaign. Upon his return from that 
campaign he was sent from Iuka to Aberdeen in charge of the ordnance train, and upon 
reaching his destination was assigned to duty at Enterprise, to relieve Captain Freeman, col- 
lector of provisions for the army. He remained at this place until the surrender, then went 
‘to Pickensville, Ala., and followed the calling of a merchant for about ten months. He then 
came to Jackson, Miss., and here, in connection with John W. Robinson, he successfully fol- 
lowed the calling of a merchant until ISS], when Mr. Robinson died and Mr. Stevens coutin- 
ued the business under the name of Stevens & Saunders until 1889, when the stock of goods 
was closed out. Mr. Stevens and Mr. Saundersthen organized the Jackson Grocery Company, 
in which Mr. Stevens is a large stockholder. He also owns six thousand acres of land, of which 
some two thousand acres are under cultivation. He is a stockholder in the Jackson Fertiliz- 

_ing Company, and the Jackson Compress Company, and he has been one of the thrifty and pros- 
perous men of the city and a fine business man. He is moral, religious and honorable and his 
standing is high in both business and social circles. He was married in 1868, to Miss Sidney 
Ki. Green, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of Thomas and Mary J. (Stuart) Green, the 
former of whom was born in Baltimore, Md. Tio Mr. and Mrs. Stevens, two children have 
been born: Sue Stuart and John Price, Jr., both of whom are at home. Mr. Stevens and 
his wife and children are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and he is a member of 
the A. F. & A. M., the Knights of Honor, the A. L. of H., and the Knights and Ladies of 
Honor. 

W. G. Stevenson is a native of the Palmetto state. He settled in Alabama in IS51, and 
engaged in building machinery. He then moved to Noxubee county, Miss., continuing his 
former business. Jn 1862 he joined the Forty-first Mississippi regiment, and was detailed in 
the ordnance department. In 1863 he was ordered to the commissary department for the 
erection of flouring and sawmills, and remained there until the close of service, surrendering 
at Meridian to General Canby. In 1865 Mr. Stevenson became a citizen of Meridian, was 
made a member of the city council of the rising town, and was also ex-officio trustee of the 
public schools. Meridian becoming a separate school district, he was elected president of the 
board of trustees, but prior to that had been president of the city council. He still holds the 
former position. Mr. Stevenson is one of the strongest advocates of education. In 1S8S5 
Meridian had five small schools, three white and two colored, with an attendance of two 
hundred and seventy. Now, with her three magnificent new buildings, and other structures, 
and two thousand students in attendance, she presents a striking example of progress and 
enterprise. The city has received more substantial aid in population, ete., from her schools, 
than through any other source. In ISS4 the city did not own a dollar in school property, 
but she now owns 370,000 worth of fine property. The negro school, numbering seven hun- 
dred pupils, is the largest in the state. Mr. Stevenson and Prof. A. A. Kincannon, who was 
superintendent of the schools, were sent by the city to the northwest and northeast to investi- 
gate the progress of school architecture, ete. On returning, their plans were adopted by the 
trustees and city council. The system put into effect is essentially the one used at James- 
town, N. Y.. Mr. Stevenson is the originator of the industrial feature of the Meridian public 
schools, which he considers a suecess. He is Anglo-German by descent, and inherits a turn 
for machinery. 

The medical profession is ably represented in Lauderdale county, Miss., by W. J. Stev- 
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enson, M. D., for his efforts as a medical practitioner have been atteuded with the best of suc- 
cess and he is well posted and up with the times in bis profession. He was born in Clinton, 
Green county, Ala., November 24. 1856, the son of W. G. and Eliza J. (Shepherd) Steven 
son, both of whom were born in Newberry district, S. C., and emigrated to Alabama with 
their parents, where they met and afterward married. After remaining there several years 
they removed to Mississippi in 1860 and located in Noxubee county, where Mr. Stevenson 
followed the calling of a machinist. W. J. Stevenson was educated in the common schools 
of Lauderdale county, and at the age of twenty one began the study of medicine, entering, in 
A879, the Alabama Medical college at Mobile, from which he graduated in March, [SS1. He 
entered upon his practice in De Kalb, Kemper county, Miss., but at the end of six months, or 
in the fall of ISS1, he located at Lauderdale, Miss.. where he has continued to reside up 
to the present time. In connection with the large practice which be commands, he is 
also engaged in the drug business, at which he is doing well. He is a young physician 
of acknowledged ability, and his agreeable and pleasant disposition fits him in an eminent 
degree for his calling. He is the owner of about five hundred acres of land near Lauder- 
dale, of which about two hundred aeres ave improved, and his stock of drugs is valued at 
about S800. In 1885 he was married to Miss Sorinthia L. Simmons, a daughter of J. I. 
Simmons, and to their union three children have been born: Martha (deceased), Willie 
(deceased), and Katie. Dr. Stevenson and his wife are members of the Presbyterian 
church and he is also a member of the A. F. & A. M. of the K. of H. They move in 
the highest circles of society and are liberal contributors to all enterprises that deserve 
their patronage. 

Isaac D. Stewart is an extensive planter and dealer in general merchandise and planta- 
tion supplies, his residence being one mile west of Fayette. He is a young man of good 
business ability and coming, as he does, of one of the best families of the county, he is 
highty respected, not only on this account, but for his own merit also. He is a son of Will- 
iam and Martha J. (Mayberry) Stewart, the former of whom was born in New Jersey and 
raised in Illinois, but came to Jefferson county, Miss., while yet a young man, this being about 
the year 1839... He soon became a clerk in the store belonging to J. B. Carpenter, and after- 
ward became a partner in the concern. He married Miss Mayberry in IS4), and went into 
business for himself, opening a store of his own. He continued to follow this occupation 
with excellent success until 1855, when he sold his business in Fayette and moved to his 
farm four miles south of that point and lived there until his death. In company with a man 
named Drake, he merchandised at Rodney, Miss., in 1856 and 1857. He sold out to his 
partner, Drake, in 1858, and attended to his farm. He died Mareh 1, 1859. He was a man 
of shrewd financial views and owned a fine plantation of about eight hundred acres. He at 
all times manifested a Christian spirit and for many years had held oflictal position in the 
Methodist Episcopal church. He left a widow, two sons and three daughters to mourn his 
loss, all of whom are now residing near Fayette, Isaac D. and his family residing on his 
place about a mile west of the town. William C. Stewart is a dentist and is doing a large 
and flourishing business in that line at Payette; Mary L., is the wife of Judson J. Gordon, 
a merchant of Payette; Panny E., is the wife of Dr. George Rembert, a dentist of Natchez; 
and Mattie M. is the wife of C. R. Freeman, a farmer of Jefferson county. Mrs. Stewart, 
the mother of these children, is the daughter of Abraham Mayberry, a planter and native of 
Tennessee. He became a resident of Mississippi when a young man and was here married to 
Miss Lucretia Boles, who was born in this county near Fayette, she being a daughter of James 
and Mary Boles. Mrs. Stewart has one brother and three sisters living: Henry J., Mary E., 
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Kate V., and Fanny. Henry J., was a soldier in the Confederate army during the late war. 
The Stewart family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and are liberal in their 
support of enterprises deserving their patronage, and at all times manifest a very charitable 
and christian spirit. A paternal uncle of Isaac D. Stewart was presiding elder of the Meth- 
odist church and died about twenty-five years ago at Mount Pleasant, Iowa, having been a 
powerful and eloquent divine. Isaac D. Stewart was born on the 15th of December, 1852, 
and was educated at Fayette. On the 10th of April, 1889, having come to the conclusion 
that it is not good for man to live alone, he was married to Miss Josie J. Whitney, a 
daughter of Wesley Whitney, a planter of the county. She was born on the 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1867, and has borne her husband one child, a girl named Virgie. Mr. Stewart ranks 
among the most active business men of the county, is largely engaged in stock raising and 
has control or supervision of several extensive plantations. No man in the county is more 
universally respected and to know him is to have a high admiration for him, for be is pos- 
sessed of those sterling characteristics’ which make a true man. Genial and hospitable in 
his intercourse with those around him, he has a host of warm friends and very few, if any, 
enemies. : 

Col. James D. Stewart is an influential and well-known citizen of Jackson, Miss., and is 
of Scotch descent, his paternal great-grandfather, James Stewart, having been a fugitive from 
Scotland to South Carolina in 1745. After residing for some time in that state, he removed 
to Tennessee, of which he was one of the first settlers, and did his full share in the develop- 
ment of the section in which he lived. His son, James, was born on his plantation in Ten- 
nessee; was there reared and educated, and followed in the footsteps of his father, inasmuch 
as he made the calling of a planter his chief occupation throughout life. His efforts were 
rewarded by substantial success, and his latter days were spent in the enjoyment of a com- 
fortable competency. He died while on a visit to his sons in Mississippi, about the year 
1826. His son, William, the father of Col. James D. Stewart, was also born in Tennessee, 
but about 1805 he came to Mississippi, and, like many of his ancestors before him, began 
devoting his time and energies to planting, a calling to which he had been reared, and to 
which he was thoroughly adapted. He was of a very active and energetic temperament; and, 
possessing sound and practical views, he was very successful in the enterprises in which he 
engaged, and became very wealthy. He interested himself in, and was a liberal contributor 
to worthy enterprises, aud became president of a branch of the Planters’ bank at Woodville, 
Wilkinson county, which position he was filling at the time of his death in 1835. In this 
state he was married to Miss Frances M. Smith, whose ancestors were among the earliest 
settlers of Wilkinson county, Miss., her grandfather, Peter Smith, having emigrated to this 
state from South Carolina about 1785. He followed the life of a planter, and at his death, 
which occurred in 1837, at about the age of seventy years, he left a valuable estate anda 
large family of children to inherit it. Among his sons, Coatsworth Pinckney Smith became 
a noted lawyer, and became chief justice of the high court of errors and appeals. He died 
in 1862. Col. James D. Stewart was born in Wilkinson county, Miss., in 1524, the fourth of 
his parents’ children. He was educated in the University of Virginia, from which institution 
he graduated in 1843, after which he continued the study of law at Cambridge, under Story 
& Greenleaf. Upon returning to his Mississippi home, he commenced the battle of life as a 
planter of Wilkinson county, and in 1850 was married to Miss Amanda Yerger, a daughter 
of George S. Yerger, a distinguished lawyer, and about 1852 moved to Hinds county. Three 
years later he took up his abode in the city of Jackson, and here practiced law for a short 
time, In 1863 he entered the Confederate army as chief of ordinance for Mississippi, receiy 
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ing his appointment from the governor, and held this position until the close of the war. He 
is a veteran of the Mexican war also, having served in company B, Jefferson Davis’ regi- 
ment. Although the Colonel has never been an office seeker, yet he has been prominent in 
the affairs of his section, and the people of Wilkinson early showed their appreciation of his 
ability by electing him to the lower house of the state legislature, in which body he was an 
active and useful member during 1550. In 1879 he was elected to the state senate from 
Hinds and Rankin counties, discharging his duties in ISSO and 1882; and during those years 
he introduced bills which became laws, one being aw act to prevent prize-fighting, and 
another for the prevention of cruelty to animals, both of which were wise and humane 
measures. In 1878 he was elected president of the Howard association, soon after the 
organizatiou of that society, and was one of its most active and useful members during the 
yellow-fever epidemic of 1878. He visited patients day and night during that dark period, 
being utterly fearless in regard to his own danger, and many owe their lives to his faithful 
and watchful care. In 1885 he was appointed registrar of the United States land office at 
Jackson, which position he efficiently filled for four years. Of nine ehildren born to Colonel 
Stewart aud wife, the following are living: Ida, wife of Percy Lemly, a leading grocer of 
Jackson; George Yerger, a druggist; William N., a physician of Louisiana; Noland, a 
physician in the employ of the government, and Amanda. The family are members of the 
Episcopal church. 

William Stewart (deceased), one of the county’s very early settlers and prominent 
citizevs, was descended from the noble family in Scotland of that name. He came to North 
Carolina in 1730, with several children and was at that time a widower. Soon after locating 
near Raleigh he met Jannet Williamson, a former lady-love of his single days who had come 
a widow to the Carolinas with her children. This acquaintance was renewed and resulted in 
their marriage, and by this union a family was reared. Patrick Stuart, one of the elder 
sons of William was a tory during the Revolution aud a captain in the British army, and 
Duncan Stewart refused to spell his name as his brothers, owing to differences in political 
views. ‘Thus the name is spelled by the others Stewart. Patrick Stuart was progenitor 
of Capt. J. Madison Bachelor, now of Vicksburg, Miss., who is the only representative of 
that branch of the family, being the great-grandson of Patrick. Duncan, James and Charles 
were the other sons of William by his first marriage, aud he bad also two daughters. These 
were: Mrs. Ventress, grandmother of the Ventress Bros., of LaGrange, Wilkinson county, 
Miss., and Janet, wife of John Stewart, a native of Scotland, and a half-pay British captain, 
who on the king’s birthday always appeared in full regimentals much to the disgust of the 
patriots of Woodville, Miss., on one occasion narrowly escaping violence at their hands. 
Captain Stewart and his wife left no issue. Dunean and James emigrated to Ten- 
nessee in about 1797 or 1798, and settled in the vicinity of Clarksville. Dunean 
Stewart came to Mississippi territory and settled in Wilkinson county in about TSOS 
or 1S09, and located the Stewart plantation in the southeastern portion of the 
county, became very wealthy as a planter and one of the most prominent citizens. He had 
been a member of the legislature while in Tennessee, and afterward became surveyor-general 
and lieutenant governor of Mississippi. He was aman of more than ordinary ability, a 


thorough politician, a man of learning 


D>? 


was very generous in his habits, brave and fearless, 
notably honorable and well respected, with a brilliant mind, and asa debater of public affairs 
had few equals in the state. He died in 1815, aged sixty years. He entered the Revolution- 
ary army as a private, and was promoted to the rank of colonel; but owing to delicate health 


was compelled to quit the service before his undoubted military genius had time to develop 
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itself. He was married to Penelope Jones, of North Carolina, daughter of Tignal Jones of 
that state, who was also a colonel in the Revolutionary army. Mrs. Stewart died February 
25, 1843, aged sixty-four years. 

By this union were born Willian (who died in infancy), Tignal Jones, James A., Charles 
D., Catherine, and Eliza. Tignal J., the eldest that lived to be grown, was well educated, 
and a man of fine attainments. He was elected state senator from this district, also to the 
house, where he was founder of the bill protecting the rights of married women in holding 
property, real estate, ete. He was a man of prominence, and one of this county’s ablest and 
best citizens. He was honorable, yenerous and popular, and very fond of field sports, hunting, 
etc., and through if all, was a polished gentleman. He married Miss Sarah A. Randolph, 
daughter of Peter Randolph, United States district judge, of Mississippi, appointed by Andrew 
Jackson in 1823, and by this union was born two daughters, Sarah A. and Penelope. Sarah A. 
married William J. Fort, and owns a portion of the old home place. She now resides in Louis- 
iana, West Feliciana parish, and is very highly respected,‘and a cultured lady. She is a widow. 
Penelope is the widow of Charles L. Mathews, of the same parish, where she resides, com- 
fortable and happy. Tignal J., the father of these two daughters, died March 20, 1855. He 
was born April 20, 1SO0, in Tennessee. His widow is yet hving with her daughter, Mrs. 
Fort, in her eighty-second year, an honored and respected lady, and one of the best of women, 
hospitable, kind, and loved for her many noble social qualities. James A., the second son of 
Duncan and Penelope Stewart, was born July 14, IS11, and died August 28, 1585. He was 
educated at Nashville, Tenn., and Troy, N. Y., and followed planting in Wilkinson 
county, where he became very prominent. He possessed fine business ability, and was dis- 
tinguished for his generosity. He became very wealthy and highly respected. He married 
Juliana Randolph, sister of Sarah, who married Tignal J. Stewart. She was a beautiful 
woman, of sprightly disposition, and possessed unusual social graces. She was educated by 
the wife of John James Audubon, the famous naturalist, and at the Convent Ursuline, at New 
Orleans. She is now living with her youngest daughter, Mrs. Simpson, both of whom are 
members of the Episcopal church. To James A. and Juliana Randolph were born nine 
children, seven of whom are yet living: Penelope J., widow of J. B. Sterling, at Leland, 
Miss., Duncan Stewart, who married Caroline, the daughter of Judge Edward and 
Mary Burruss McGehee, and lives at Laurel Hill, La., where Mr. Stewart is engaged in 
planting and raising fine stock, among which are Devonshire cattle, and a fine grade of 
horses. He is among the leading planters of the parish, and one of the most honored 
and respected citizens. He was reared in Wilkinson county, but his birth occurred October 
7, 1836, at Bay St. Louis, Miss., while his parents were there spending the summer. He was 
educated at home by a private tutor, and at the University of Virginia, and for a time 
also attended Yale college. Returning home from school he managed a sugar plantation for 
his father in Pointe Coupee parish, La., until the breaking out of the war; he entered 
the secret service of the Confederacy during the latter part of the war. 

Soon after the war he located at the present place, Laurel Hill stock farm. He is a 
member of the police jury of West Feliciana parish, which office he has held for many years. 
He was chairman of the democratic executive committee of the parish, which ended carpet- 
bag rule. He is a Master Mason of Woodville lodge, No. 63. To him and wife were born 
eight children, of whom two are deceased: George McGehee, Mary B. (who died aged nine- 
teen years), Louise I'., Ida Randolph, Heury Martin, and Eugenia McGehee, Kate B. 
(deceased), and Edward MeGehee. The family are highly esteemed, and enjoy a pleasant 
home. The third child of James A. is Catherine, the wife of J. Burruss McGehee, one of 
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the prominent and leading citizens of West Feliciana parish, La., and a son of Judge 
Edward McGehee. They have one son, J. Stewart McGehee, who lives on the Bowling 
Green plantation. Tignal J., the fourth child of James A. and Juliana Stewart, was a highly 
respected and educated gentleman, and served during the late war in the Confederate army, 
in the Washington artillery of New Orleans, and was commissioned lieutenant on Deering’s 
staff during the latter part of the war. He married Mary Heyward, and now lives in New 
Orleans. Rosa Stewart, the fifth child of James A., was married first to St. Clair Sutber- 
land, of Maryland, a near relative of the Knickerbocker family of New York, and secondly 
to her present husband, Capt. Hiram Sharp, of Alabema. They reside ov a part of the old 
home place. She is a lady of fine social attainments, very highly cultured and a fine con- 
versationalist. Henry M., the sixth child of James A. and Juliana, was drowned in the 
Mississippi river from a burning boat, while trying to save a lady passenger, at the age of 
twenty-one years. He was a soldier in the late war in the Thirty-eight Mississippi regiment, 
was twice wounded and was distinguished for his bravery and coolness. He always kept his 
gun loaded, and when ordered by a superior officer to shoot a prisoner, he avoided the murder 
by stating that his gun was not loaded to shoot unarmed prisoners. He was the only man in 
the company who was known to have a loaded gun. He was a brave and daring soldier, and 
was loved and respected. Cornelia Randolph, the seventh child born to James A. aud 
Juliana, a very beautiful and highly cultured lady, is the wife of Dr. Albert Bachelor, of 
Pointe Coupee parish, La. Ida, the eighth child born to James A. and Juliana, married 
Lenox Simpson, of Washington, D. C., a nephew of the celebrated Jurist Lenox, of Wash- 
ington. She is a highly cultured and attractive lady, now a widow. She and her mother 
travel a great portion of the time and own valuable property in Birmingham, Ala. Charles 
Dunean, the third son of Duncan and Penelope Stewart, was highly educated and settled in 
Pointe Coupee parish, La., where he became wealthy. He married Julia Black, daughter of 
Judge Black, who became United States senator. 

They have a son John Black Stewart, who has distinguished himself as an author 
favorably known as “ Archibald Clavering Gunter,” and who resides in New York city. He 
isthe author of ‘Mr. Barnes of New York,” “Mr. Potter of Texas,” ‘That Frenchman,” “Miss 
Nobody of Nowhere,” ‘Small Boys in big Boots,” ‘The Daughters of America,’ “Ten 
Nights in Rome,” and several others. ‘Mr. Barnes of New York,” was dramatized and 
brought out under the management of Frank W. Sanger, of the Broadway theatre, New York, 
and is one of the most successful plays now on the stage. The above novels have had, 
and are yet having, a phenomenal sale. *‘ Mr. Barnes of New York,” had, in 1850, reached 
its one hundred and ninetieth thousand, “Mr. Potter of Texas,” its one hundred and fiftieth 


* its seventieth thousand, and the others in large 


thousand, “Miss Nobody of Nowhere,’ 
numbers. “Small Boys in big Boots,” a story for children, became at once yery popular and 
had a Jarge sale. His writings are characterized by vigor, boldness of conception, originality, 
are never dull, always singularly fresh and sparkling, and are filled with unexpeeted and 
powerful dramatic effect. The press of the United States is unanimous in his praises. 
Even the Thunderer, the great Times of London, England, of November 4, ISSS, says of 
him: “Mr. Gunter’s books are more read than perhaps those of any other living writer.” 
He married a highly accomplished lady, from New Jersey, Miss Elizabeth Luzby. Charles 
D., died in 1SS6, aged seventy-three years and in his middle life lost a great deal of his 
property by losing his eyesight, but the excellent management of his estimable wife regained 
the fortune. Catherine, the fourth child born to Duncan and Penelope, married Judge Harry 


Cage, by whom she had two sons, Albert and Dunean. Catherine died Mebruary 12, 1829, 









: roy) i ail 
wybut lo gon @ rr) Ppt re | Eheim sania} nw 
yinilwotl odd ig are tril Peeper e: 10 
“hiyid » ssw row! ngailit bie he meal: ete 

wih ad ah wi wew alsl adi savvy ‘hs ri yh asada ay 


Suniel) gudumiodeall | aL aus Live aati fn oot V6 “ wt bus Woy ; Woda 


















































wi eer! woo tna Lene salt: Deine oft | ny wodt to. rene ayidol oul gota fh if 
lie 1 94 of hall Boraut enw a. wets to bide iti old | Moware J wool boa 
nope fur shioY wak 7 ‘Nicest asekbebsinad odt lo reiinber NA bul boul, tw. of 
iO sD “od nantudabd, Veo .qiat ier dew fier paver, orn 
noo wit es bee fewretios vidgid give «osmalphin Iuiote val to ybul, a ui, be asm, wtsiod 
Wioa beoworh sow ante Bok A weer ly Bide dete out lf eure dailnaoltweses 
lo sys on! fs coyneeesg vbal 8 ovsie'ol yaigr wlidw oe yurorid bs enon}, roving iegeyits sesh tei Me 
dovariyen Wyqiewind it hyio- chit oft al nia wel at ai -wiblow.s eaw eH a1e0y yuo-ylaows 
eid tae ruwin 9) aemutiogs Ba yauwiid «nif vel festa Jonah aw, Dank Try bawow woiwh BAY 
isha oy frebioviy od oreaoed ey A Kanke od aortte DORMER | it ud ivwhxo ark funy, hobaol ¢ % 
ui one? wo ad} maw 4) aaa, bean joods of bebaol dor, ean arr send iis ill giridta, ce 
bus -wiblos yutab han ovesd « an oR arg febool se erad of pyrool saw wale, (onquaus 4 


put A soatsh of retod Blt ivevee ot whylobuedt siloaw) -betssyeor fins hovel saw 
t 
ly elodostl dvediéA wt) otte wilt af pebal feutiss vido Bets ly lidwned Trey, 6 waite be 


MOT inti ma A woe GG} aot Teil) Atiby in oath sabl dick dating anquwd otaiol [ 
f io zoonl jer Botertslas 4dd Yo woitdon ad AD dry aide Wy lo oi soerpaie rowel 


} 


ah ban ol@  wwobiw 1 wou vhal eviiseiiie bua Louwsila y } Idgid B zi oh » Gober 
whl) wih areduuianill oi vhedong Gallwey oo > Due ool) odt (a nwidror dn9 ii lover i 
ii Déifee baw botnoube vWilyid aaw Avene ogulanot ban aapaull to 108, byuistt oslt GOI io 


wiilgoah Aoaltt silat beirnem 6H .yiltlaew onrased od eredw , ol dleireg eaqnoD. ommioL 
iF simsoad only, water oybul 


OFS #apascs Srestint 


vevebdesas 4 | Vovwid hodaiiyntalb sad ode .porrei@ doall adel nos 8 evad ee ae 
rot wat wi eahieo onw hoe “atenD earrevalDd Hiadider A™ en tiviond Cr) 
Oe’ sondonon tT ll" epzeT to whot oT “shot we lo eenrall all” Yo 10ilhin ailta 
TY “nsisemA te tyne adT* “Wook pid at eyo Hane” “aumbwoh le yhotot 
ne bexiennh + ¥ at sel | 4 miata Trade bos yaaagsl ti adslyi? =a 
cbyok wot ortwodt yawhnor st lo segand We dineyl Yo taomwoaanar ould webs joo tdgnerd 
bad vad eleovou sveln sfT -syite odd ao won eysiy Loleesopue tao old daw ago al hus 


boloast URED al bod.“ ho® wot To eentvatl 1° olne Isaomonsdy » yuivad toy ara bin 


79 hee herbal ano 4d “ena be witet «ah? Avnaaiols doionia bus Louhund he ait - 
¢ * sdaot lo thodo¥ aang? Hawaudds 


ies at eyeatio 99h Dos overtody chasse al 





hata viliipor yey ate ainitood nbd tf oly s “atooll aid in & (ol nme pier 

vila vigine mottipoouoe hy aeathiod sour wd hexitetomads os eunirew ail olpe peme 8 bait » 

ii botooyzeau iw Bellit cin bow sguilbioyge bas dest yaal luge aude tneh 10780 Ota 
ming eid ni acomiaaen «i aotgle Potion alt Yo rewiq eft Joelle obeotah fuhawoy 


lo eye CART Bb redmeve% to bislun® nobel to eomit deen ntl it oyhoodt wilt ae 
“yalirw univil yilto yi to seo! aqadtoy wid? baet svom om mloodk aioe BT | As caked ; 
ctl)  ordsicl dtotlagitl ail oxtowo% mov tind bodsiltnoagn gibgid 6 byiriace olf 
“inl ln fineh harry i teenl eteh ollidvigny etal fas ty Bers ei weve Faery es (eA th beify ,. 
Pemingor stiw slinatie etl to tasumyeean dollaoes old toed daly H1kO'yO, sidh xasieeh demjow] 
ih ayhn L Betriaat fqolonaE hon tesortll of ised lids ify var wl) soeteveah cat) woul 
Ae) 24 grande’ foils ovivealivd  cagnytl Fear red oe omy bat ile avoir yd eRe 


836 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


aged twenty-four years, four months and nine days. Her two sons served in the Mexican 
war, and in the late war, Duncan as colonel and Albert as captain. They were well to do 
planters before the war, both of whom have since died leaving large familes, now living in 
Louisiana. Eliza, the fifth child born to Duncan and Penelope Stewart, and the wife of Col. 
W. S. Hamilton, died in 1870. She had a large family, most of them deceased. Mr. 
Hamilton was of excellent parentaye and highly respected. His son, Col. Jones S. Hamilton, 
held the office of sheriff in Wilkinson county, and was state senator from this district. He 
was the youngest official of note ever elected to office im this county. The family of 
Stewart is represented in all of the Southern and southwestern states, and is connected by 
ties of blood or marriage with many of the leading families of the United States. Through 
the Randojiphs they. are connected with ex-President Madison, Thomas Jefferson, the 
Claibornes, Monroes, Pages and Nelsons of Virginia. Charles, the twin brother, of Duncan, 
lies buried at the Ventress place one mile north of Holly Grove, the old Stewart estate, which 
is still owned by the family. 

Prof. W. P. Stewart is one of the able, experienced and successful educators of the South, 
and his place among the leading men engaged in his line of work has been won by his own 
persistent endeavors and indomitable perseverance. He is a native of Mississippi, a 
thoroughly self-made man in every respect, and, although his parents were poor and unable 
to give him the advantages he craved, by many diligent hours of study by the fireside he 
managed to secure sufficient education to teach in the public schools of his native state. In 
this way he secured means to pursue a higher course of education, and first attended the 
Buena Vista college, Mississippi, afterwards the Iuka Normal institute, and last the National 
Normal university, of Lebanon, Ohio, where he graduated in the college of science, receiving 
the degree of B.S. in 1891. 

B. J. Stinson, son of John and C. J. (Clark) Stinson, was born January 18, 1559, a native 
of Lauderdale county, Miss., and grandson cf Burwell Stinson, of North Carolina, born in 
1777. In his early manhood he began teaching school, which vocation he has followed almost 
continuously to the present time. In ISS] he was married to Miss M. E. Pickett of Lauder- 
dale county. He has had five children, four of whom—May, Effie, Elsie and Mary, are living. 
Mr. Stinson is the junior member of the firm of Stinson & Son, nurserymen, who are experi- 
menting in the propagation of a November peach and who are sanguine of success. This firm 
is testing all the new varieties of fruits and berries with a view to supplying this latitude with 
paying stock. He has already given to the world the finest September and October peaches 
known in this section of the South: Stinson’s September Cling and Free, and Stinson’s Octo- 
ber by name. This is an institution which promises to be of great benefit to the section in 
which it is located, and indeed to the whole South, over which a correspondence and patron- 
age is fast spreading. Mr. Stinson is personally very social in his nature and has many 
friends. He is an educated gentleman, having graduated with the class of LSS at Cooper 
Normal college. He is truly a representative, public-spirited citizen, and reflects credit on the 
county of his nativity. 

William H. Stinson, a son of John and C. J. (Clark) Stinson, the former of whom began 
life in Alabama in 1825, aud a grandson of Burwell Stinson of North Carolina, born in L777, 
was born in Lauderdale county, Miss., in 1S61. He was married in 1SS4 to Miss 8. S. Eth- 
eredge. Providence has blessed him with two little ones—Bessie and Lawrence. Mr. Stin- 
son deserves great credit for the patience and perseverance he has displayed in reaching his 
present attainments. He graduated from Cooper Normal college in ISS), five years after his 


marriage. Pew men are so persistent for an education as to undergo like hardships, which 
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renders Mr. Stinson’s achievements all the more commendable. He has established the 
Pleasant Hill high school, six miles southeast from Meridian, Miss., in Jauderdale county, 
which has already wrought for itself a character which has reached beyond county lines. 
Fortunate in the selection of a site, blessed with fine water, excellent drainage, good society 
and a wideawake patronage, it seems that nothing should interfere to prevent its complete 
success. The splendid furniture and latest school equipments found in the school are proof 
positive of the new life that has possessed the rural districts of the South in regard to educa- 
tional development. Mr. Stinson is a Baptist, but not at all sectarian in his school. At 
present (1891) he stands as the choice of the democratic party for one of the three legisla- 
tive representatives of Lauderdale county, Miss. As to his election there can be no doubt, 
since he has no opposition whatever. 
William B. Stinson, farmer and gardener, Canton, Miss., is a native of Kershaw county, 
S. C., born in 1840, and is the fourth of six children born to Willam and Martha 
(George) Stinson, both natives of South Carolina. The father followed the occupation of a 
_farmer, was very successful in this, and died in 1845. The mother died about 1856. The 
children grew to mature years and four are now living: Sarah, wife of J. L. Jones of the 
Palmetto state: Robert S., a farmer of Madison county; George, died at Pensacola in LS61; 
William B., and Annette, wife of R. J. Cunningham of Texas. William B. Stinson passed 
his boyhood days in his native state, and received his education at a South Carolina college, 
graduating in 1860. The following year he enlisted in company G, Highteenth Mississippi 
infantry, under Colonel Burt, and was assigned to Longstreet’s corps, army of Virginia. He 
was in the engagements at Manassas, Leesburg and Malvern Hill, where he was wounded in 
the right arm. At Sharpsburg he was severely wounded in the Jeft leg and hip and was left 
on the field. He was cared for by the enemy and in a few mouths was taken to Baltimore, 
where he remained until able to be exchanged. He then returned to his company, but was 
_not able to serve. He acted as statf otticer to General Humphrey, aud was then assioned to 
the invalid corps, acting as recruiting officer for Mississippi, and remained in that position 
until cessation of hostilities. He entered the service as a private und served through the 
various ranks up to captain, while in active service, and as major in the invalid corps. His 
promotions were unsolicited by himself, and were the reward of bravery and faithfulness. 
After the war Mr. Stinson settled in Madison county, and was married in 1867 to Miss Kate 
Anderson, daughter of Dr. I. A. and Eliza (Green) Anderson. The result of this union has 
been nine children: Edward, William, Kate, Sallie, Mattie, Thomas, Louis, Annette and 
Eliza. Mr. Stinson engaged in merchandising in 1866, followed this occupation for several 
years, and was then obliged to abandon it on account of ill health. He subsequently engaged 
in farming and gardening, being one of the first of the place, and he has since found it both 
pleasant and profitable. He also has a farm of five hundred acres near this place, and has two 
hundred acres under cultivation. For ten years he held the office of superintendent of public 
instruction in Madison county, and filled that position in an efficient and highly capable manner. 
He is a member of the Knights of Honor, Knights of Pythias and the Masonic fraternity. 
He and Mrs. Stinson are members of the Presbyterian church, and he is elder in the same 
and is superintendent of the Sunday-school. 

Mrs. Penelope J. Stirling is a lady whose many admirable traits of character, whose 
kindly disposition and whose Christian life has endeared her to the hearts of many. She was 
born in Wilkinson county, Miss.,in 1835, to James A. Stewart, a native of the same state and 
county, of which he became a prosperous planter. He was sent to Schnectady, N. Y., to be 
educated, and there made a good record for himself as a student, as he did for himself in after 
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life as a public spirited citizen. He was married to Miss Juliana Randolph, a native of Vir 

ginia, who still survives him, being seventy-four years of age. Mr. Stewart passed from life 
iv 1885. The grandfather, Duncan Stewart, was a native of Tennessee, became a government 
surveyor and laid off the state of Tennessee, Stewart county being named in his honor. He 
became a man of considerable prominence and served in the legislatures of North Carolina, 
Tennessee and Mississippi, and at the time of his death was holding the position of heuten- 
ant governor of the state of Mississippi. His wife was formerly Miss Penelope Jones, a native 
of Orange county, N.C. His father was descended from James I of Scotland, and was ban- 
ished from his native land. The grandmother's father, Col. Tignal Joues, was a North Caro- 
linian, and during the Revolutionary war served in the Colonial army. The mother was the 
daughter of Judge Peter Randolph, of the supreme bench of Mississippi, who was descended 
from Sir Edward Randolph, who was Queen Elizabeth's friend and adviser and ambassador 
to the courts of Russia and France. The maternal grandmother was a Miss Cocke, of Vir- 
ginia. Mrs. Penelope J. Stirling was reared in Mississippi and was educated by tutors aud 
governesses at home. She was married in [S54 to James B. Stirling, who was born in Louis- 
lana, and by calling was a sugar planter. He came to this state in 1857, and successfully 
followed the calling of a planter in Washington county, until bis career was closed in 1579. 
His father, Henry Stirling, was a native of Louisiana, and his grandfather was born in Scot- 
Jand, who, after coming to America, was married to Miss Ann Alston, of South Carolina, and 
was employed by the Spanish government to lay off the state of Louisiana. He was after- 
ward incarcerated in Moro castle, Cuba, by Spanish authorities, on account of his son’s con- 
duct in an insurrection against the Spanish government, but was afterward released by order 
of Napoleon. To Mr. and Mrs. Stirling ten children were born: Julia Anna, Mary Isabel, 
Louisa Butler, James Stewart, Henry S., Mary Cornelia, James Bowman, Penelope, aud two 
children who died in infancy. The only ones who are now living are Julia A., Louisa B. and 
James B. Mrs. Stirling is the owner of a fine plantation of five hundred acres, four hundred 
and fifty of which are devoted to the raising of cotton, and calls her place Avondale. Beside 
this she owns one thousand seven hundred and fifty acres in Alabama. She lives on her 
plantation, all alone the most of the time, and suecessfully controls and manages the sixty 
negroes who work her land. She is very intelligent and versatile, is an mteresting conversa- 
tionalist, and, although she is now somewhat advanced in years, she thinks it a small matter 
to get on her horse and ride all over her plantation to see that everything is in good working 
order. She is kindness itself to the negroes who are on her place,and it is a rare thing when 
she has any difticulty with them. She is a strict member of the Episcopal church, and over 
her renters she exerts a good moral influence. She is benevolent and hospitable and her home 
is a favorite resort of her numerous and warm friends. 

Mrs. Sarah H. Stirling was born on Lake Washington, Miss., on the 13th of April, 1836, 
being the second of five children born to John A. and Sallie Steen (Jefferies) Miller, natives, 
respectively, of Kentucky and Tennessee. When still in their early youth, they came to 
Mississippi, and Mr. Miller at once engaged in planting in Washington county, at which 
occupation he became very wealthy, being at the time of his death the richest man in the 
county. His daughter, Sarah H., became the wife of William H. Stirling in 1556, the latter 
being a native of Louisiana, and at that time operating a large sugar plantation in his native 
state. There he remained until 1873, when he came to Mississippi and located at the head 
of Lake Washington, on the plantation on which his widow now resides. Here he engaged 
in cotton planting, and at the time of his death was one of the wealthiest planters in the 


Yazoo delta. Fle deyoted about 330,000 to improving their home shortly after their marriage, 
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and it is now a commodious, substantial, well furnished aud remarkably pleasant home. 
Mrs. Stirling was reared in Mississippi, and received her literary education in the city of 
New Orleans and Frankfort, Ky., and has given her four children excellent advantages also. 
Their names are Mary, Georgie Miller, Sallie Steen and Eleanor Corime; all accomplished, 
intelligent and refined ladies. Mrs. Stirling is a practical business woman, and since her 
husband’s death has successfully managed her large plantation, consisting of two thousand 
acres, of which about nine hundred acres are under cultivation. She is of Scotch descent, and 
comes of an exceptionally fine family, that settled in Louisiana while it was still under con- 
trol of the Spanish government, and is a great-granddaughter of Gen. Kvan Shelby of Ten- 
nessee. Her husband was a son of Henry and Mary (Bowman) Stirling, natives of Louisiana 
and Pennsylvania, respectively, the latter inheriting German blood of her ancestors, who 
‘ame to this country at a very early period and settled in Pennsylvania. Mr. Stirling was a 
lineal descendant of Lord Belmore of Ireland. Mrs. Stirling and her daughters are members 
of the Episcopal church. 

C. C. Stockard, M. D., a prominent physician of Columbus, Miss., has shown himself 
to be a physician of decided skill and merit, and is worthy the confidence and trust reposed 
in him by all classes. He was born in Macon, Noxubee county, Miss., July 24, 1553, a son 
of J. J. and V. A. (Rupert) Stockard, natives of Tennessee and Georgia, respectively, but 
about 1840 became residents of Noxubee county, Miss. Mr. Stockard opened the first mer- 
eantile establishment at Brooksville and sold the land to the Mobile & Ohio railroad for their 
depot at that point, and he it was who named the town Brooksville. He earried on busi- 
ness at this point until 1851, but was interested in the same calling at Macon until 1858. 
He then became a commission and cotton factor under the firm name of Rupert, Stockard 
& Co., at Mobile, Ala., in which business he was very successful until the opening of the 
war. During the early part of the war of secession he served as a cotton buyer for the 
government, but was subsequently in the militia, after which he again embarked in the 
commission business in Mobile, under the firm name of Cozart, Stockard & Co. This firm 
consisted of eight wealthy men who conducted business on an extensive scale, carrying on 
their operations at Mobile, Memphis, New Orleans and New York, and continued in 
existence several years. Succeeding this Mr. Stockard moved to his plantation in 
Chickasaw county, but after a short time removed to West Point, Miss., where he was 
engaged in the hardware business for some time with Messrs. Bonner & Foster. He opened 
the First National bank at West Point, which was the second national bank to be opened in 
the state, and in numerous ways was an enterprising and pushing man of business. He is 
now a resident of Chattanooga, Tenn., and although in his seventy-fourth year is yet hale and 
vigorous. To himself and wife, a family of five children were born: Rupert, M. D., of 
Columbus; Dr. C. C.; Sidney Lea: Thomas W., died in 1878; Arthur, and Daisy, wife of C. 
V. LeCraw. OC. C. Stockard, M. D., was reared principally on a plantation and was an’ 
attendant of the country schools until he was seventeen years of age. He then entered the 
University of Mississippi at Oxford, where he took a three years course in engineering, at the 
end of which time this branch of study was abolished in the institution, after which he 
decided to study medicine. In the fall of 1875 he began attending lectures at Nashville, and 
in IS77 graduated in his profession from Vanderbilt university. His first practicing was 
done in Washington county, Miss., where he remained until January, ISSO, at the end of 
which time he went to Kurope for the purpose of taking a clinical course. He spent the most 
of his time at Vienna, Austria, in the hospital of that place, the largest one in the world, and 
during this time pursued his researches with Prof. Carl Braun, a noted man of that country. 
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He was absent from his native land about one year, but returned to this country with the con- 
sciousness of having improved every opportunity and of being able to take upon himself the 
arduous duties of a physician. He then came to Columbus, which city has since been his 
home and where, owing to his ability, he has built up an extensive and lucrative practice. He 
keeps thoroughly apace with the progress made in his profession, and is a member of the 
state medical association and the Lowndes County association. 

Hon. Thomas Ringland Stockdale is a member of congress from the sixth district of 
Mississipp1, and as an American is all that the word implies. In his nature are embodied all 
those principles of sterling integrity, determination of purpose and indomitable energy so 
characteristic of the American people, and these have placed him among the foremost of his 
fellows. Just after the war of the Revolution, when the dark cloud that for seven long years 
had hung over the Western continent had cleared away, revealing in all its resplendent glory 
the new republic, that had risen from the altar of sacrifices, to take its place among the 
nations and powers of the world, the oppressed and down-trodden of the Eastern dynasties 
saw in the new government an organization destined to become the Mecca of those who 
sought the blessings of fraternity, liberty and equality. Among those who were attracted by 
the bright gleam of the star of the new republic, was one James Stockdale, who, leaving 
behind him the tender associations of kindred and home, came to the new world, and located 
in Pennsylvania, where he soon married a Miss Weir, and became the father of one son and 
four daughters. His son, William, was born in Greene county, Penn., where he spent his 
childhood. He had scarcely attained his eighteenth year when the War of IS12 plunged 
the country again into all the horrors of war, and threatened with disaster the flag that 
had floated so proudly above a peaceful and prosperous land. The spirit of bravery and 
patriotism of those who called the country theirs knew no limit. Immediately following the 
cry for aid came the steady tramp, tramp, tramp of those sturdy pioneers marching forth for 
the defense of their country and their homes, and among them was William Stockdale. He 
was married to Miss Hannah MeQuaid, a Pennsylvanian, of Scotch-Irish descent, and they 
lived and died in Pennsylvania. Tbeir union was blessed by four sons and three daughters, 
and of these James, who is deceased, was a member of the Maryland legislature, representing 
a Baltimore district. John M., now a resident of Washington, Penn., was twice chosen as 
Greene county’s representative in the Pennsylvania legislature, and in ISS4 was the 
democratic nominee for congress from his district. Robert P. Stockdale lives at Mt. 
Pleasant, Iowa, and Mrs. J. B. Wise of Washington county, Penn., is the only surviving 
daughter. Thomas Ringland Stockdale is the sixth child in his family, and was born in 
Greene county, Penn., February 28, 1828. During his boyhood, which was spent upon the 
farm, he experienced all the hardships and privations which fell to the lot of the youth of 
that period. The little district school near his home afforded him but meager advantages for an 
education, but young Stockdale attended it for a few weeks during the winter months, apply- 
ing himself to his studies with energy and diligence, and thus with the aid of his mother, a 
lady of exceptional culture, he laid the foundation for his education. Those early struggles 
of the pioneers made a lasting impression upon their after lives. It constituted the fire which 
separated the gold from the dross and awakened the men and women to a stern realization of 
the difficulties and responsibilities of life, and it may be truly said that the privations 
endured in his youth by Thomas R. Stockdale, and in the obstacles he met and fearlessly 
overcame was laid the foundation for the resolute determination, the tireless energy, and the 
unimpeachable honesty which were the chief attributes of his whole after life. At the age of 
twenty-one years he entered college at Waynesburg, Penn., and in 18953 became a student in 
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Jefferson, now Washington and Jefferson college, becoming in 1856 the proud possessor of 
a diploma from that institution. Later in the same year he came to Mississippi and soon 
found employment as a teacher in the schools of Covington county. 

In 1857 he became a resident of Pike county, where he accepted a position in the 
Holmesville academy, and while performing his duties he at the same time gave atten- 
tion to the study of law, and in 1858 had as his preceptor the Hon. John T. Lamkin, at that 
time one of the leading attorneys of the South and afterward the representative of his dis- 
trict in the Confederate congress. In the fall of 1558 he entered the University of Missis- 
sippi, Where he applied himself with characteristic energy to the prosecution of his legal 
studies and by close application and assiduous effort completed both his junior and senior 
courses in one year, graduating in 1859. Returning to Holmesville he entered upon the 
practice of his profession. When the first shot crashed against the walls of Fort Sumter 
and awakened the people of both North and South to a knowledge of the real character of 
the impending conflict, Mr. Stockdale was among the first to offer his services for the defense 
of his state, and in April, IS61, he enlisted in the Confederate service as a member of the 
Quitman guards and was soon elected lieutenant of his company. He soon won the appoint- 
ment of adjutant of the Sixteenth Mississippi regiment of infantry and before the close of 
1861 was elected major of that regiment. Returning to Mississippi in 1862 he recruited and 
organized a company of cavalry and took the field as its captain. He was appointed com- 
mander of Stockdale’s battalion of cavalry and in 1863 was commissioned major of volun- 
teers. As a reward for efficient service he was soon wearing the stars of a lieutenant colonel, 
and in 1864 was assigned to the Fourth Mississippi cavalry. He was severely wounded 
while commanding his regiment at the battle of Harrisburg (one of the engagements near 
Tupelo), July 14, 1864. Colonel Stockdale was paroled from General Forrest’s army May 12, 
1865, after having performed gallant and continuous service since 1861. An amusing: inci- 
dent is related at the Colonel's expense, and may, perhaps, be found of interest ta this connec- 
tion. Upon one occasion when the regiment was drawn up in order of battle, awaiting the 
command to participate in the engagement, and he was riding down the line with words of 
cheer and encouragement for his men, he noticed a soldier, whom for the occasion we will 
eall Smith, dodging a bullet that went whistling by in close proximity to his ear. The Col- 
onel laughingly reproved him, telling him of the impossibility of dodging a minie ball. The 
Colonel had proceeded but a short distance when a huge shell from the Federal battery 
came shrieking through the air, and when directly above the Colonel burst with a deafening 
roar. Nature was stronger than military discipline, and down went the Colonel’s head. 
Smith, who had been watching him, thereupon called out: “That’s all right, Colonel, you 
dodge the big ones, and PI] look out for the little fellows.” In the roars of laughter which 
followed this remark those present all forgot for the moment the dangers of the situation. 
The war being over, Colonel Stockdale returned to Holmesyille and resumed the practice of 
his profession. Jn lebruary, 1867, he married Miss Fannie Wicker, a native of Amite county, 
Miss., and a daughter of Adam Wicker, an extensive planter there. During that year they 
settled in Summit, Pike county, Miss... and in 1869 Colonel Stockdale became associated in 
the practice of law with the late Judge Hiram Cassedy, a prominent lawyer and leading 
jurist of the South. This partnership existed for twelve years, and the firm was widely 
noted for its strength and ability. In 1868 Colonel Stockdale was a member of the 
- National democratic convention, was presidential elector on the democratie ticket in IS72, 
and again in ISS4. In ISS6 he was elected to the Lth congress; in ISSS to the LTst 
congress, and was re-elected in 1890. In the Lth congress he was a member of the 
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committee on public lands and war claims, and in the LIst congress was a member of 
the committee on levees and improvements of the Mississippi river and public lands. 
The first session of the Lth congress will ever be memorable for its debates, the tariff 
discussion being the ablest ever had on that subject. It has shown more comprehensive 
grasp and more certain and detailed information among the members generally than has been 
heretofore displayed by even a few leaders. This has been both a school and an opportunity 
to the new man, and Mr. Stockade availed himself of the school and was equal to the oppor- 
tunity. His speeches are marked by vigor, clearness, logic and points, and at times rise into 
impassioned and commanding eloquence as in the peroration of his tariff speech on May 5, 
and in his eulogy on the soldiers of the war. He has a strong sense of humor, tells a story 
well and has surprises and quaint terms in his speech which keep the listener on the qui vive. 

His talking has not interfered with his work, since few constituencies have had so tireless 
ana efficient a representative. In this long session which, lasted ten months, he was absent 
only about a week and never missed a meeting of his committees—war claims and public 
lands. He voted on every proposition that came before the house. Out of the seven thousand 
eases before the war claims committee, he reported all from Mississippi and many from other 
states, and never had a report reversed by his committee, which is a most emphatic compliment 
to his industry, intelligence and sense of justice. He framed bills to remove the quarantine 
stations on the Mississippi coast; to hold aterm of the federal court at Mississippi City; 
joint resolution to withdraw the public lands from sale; bills to build a bridge at Natchez 
across the Mississippi river; secured appropriations for the harbors and rivers in his district 
and bills giving pensions to many of his constituents. 

His speech on the bill forfeiting land grants to railroads favored forfeiture for reasons 
clearly shown, whether the grants were earned out of time prescribed or not at all. He spoke 
also most effectively oh the timber clause of the homestead bill. His speech on the claim of 
Mr. Poitevent, one of his constituents, was one of the abiest ever made on a private claim hill. 
He clearly exposed and unmercifully ridiculed the idea, which seems to have been the polar 
star of the Southern claims commission and still held by many republican members of con- 
gress, that a man in the South was necessary disloyal because a relative happened to have 
been a Confederate soldier, or because he was never hanged or had his house burnt over his head 
by the Confederate authorities. He illustrated by his own case a Confederate whose father, 
brothers and kin were all loyal Pennsylvanians. This speech Jet the light into many dark 
places and set Northern members to thinking. He put himself on record against extensive 
pleasure grounds for the few rich at the expense of the many poor, whether at Washington or 
in Yellowstone park, contending that the best use of the public lands is for homes for the peo- 
ple, and fields, woods and mines for their industry and enterprise. In his remarks upon the 
proposition to take the duty off of salt, he attacked the protection by the reduetio ad absurdum 
and said that the protectionists proposed to help God and alter the plan of creation. All his 
speeches are full of erisp, solid sentences that stick in the memory and turn up handy for 
quotation. 

He supported with energy the bill to create a department of agriculture. Showed that it 
was in no sense class legislation, and that the prosperity, wealth, and eyen life of the nation 
depended upon the farmers. This tribute to the honest farmers will be appreciated in Mis- 
sissippi, which is essentially an agricultural state. Mr. Stockdale gave more study and 
thought, perhaps, to his tariff speech than to any other, for he realized that in that lone 
array of able debaters and eloquent orators, if he would be heard at all, what he did say must 
be well said, His speech met the high expectation of his friends, was iramediately recognized 
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as a valuable contribution to the tariff literature, and is in great demand all over the Union 
by democratic clubs and speakers, and was praised in high terms by newspapers in New 
York, St. Louis, Detroit and elsewhere. The St. Louis Globe-Democrat said it was the first 
tariff speech by either party that clearly presented and advocated the right and interest of 
the negroes in tariff reform, showing that all they consumed was taxed too much and that 
they were still in servitude to the protected industries and needed another proclamation of 
emancipation before they could be free from the unjust imposition placed upon their hard 
earnings to enhance the wealth of the rich. 

His speech on the Oklahoma bill is a masterpiece. It shows the speaker as student, 
lawyer and thinker, and completely answered the objections of the opposition. As a citizen 
he is public spirited, loves his country, state and town; as a public officer he is above sus- 
picion, ever zealous for the right and alert to properly fill the high station to which he has 
been called. As a speaker he is interesting and forcible, and in society amiable and pleasing. 
He is a man of commanding presence, being six feet three inches in hight, and his splendid 
physique gives him a knightly bearing that commands both admiration and respect. Colonel 
Stockdale and his family reside at Summit, where they have a pleasant home, where they are 
considered, in many respects, the leaders of local society. Five children have blessed their 
union, two of whom died in infancy. One son and one daughter still survive to brighten 
Colonel and Mrs. Stockdale’s home, and make lighter the cares and burdens of their lives. 
The Colonel is a loving and indulgent father, and when in his home, surrounded by his loved 
ones, forgets for a while the cares of a public station, and gives himself over to the enjoy- 
ment of domestic life. | 

Colonel Samuel Stockett, a representative citizen of Wilkinson county, settled in the 
county in 1801, entering from the government the plantation now known as Gretna Green, 
situated on the line of demarcation between the states of Louisiana and Mississippi. Upon 
this plantation, which is still in the possession of his descendants, he lived during his life, as a 
large planter, and most honored and liberal citizen. He became very prominent in the county 
and in military affairs, and was colonel of the militia of the county in 1812, which commission 
he held for some years. He was a man of fine education and conspicuous ability, a great 
reader and a thorough student. He was a native of Maryland, where he was born, February 
12, 1775, and where he was reared and educated. He died in Wilkinson county, Aug. 17, 
1822, and is buried in the family cemetery, on the Gretna Green plantation. He was descended 
from Sir Lewis Stockett, of St. Stephens parish, Kent county, England, who was born in 
1558 and died in 1603. Capt. Thomas Stockett, a great-grandson of Sir Lewis Stockett, 
coming to Maryland in 1658, settling at Annapolis, and there was united in marriage to 
Mary Wells, and died in 1671, leaving one son, whose grandson was the father of Col. 
Samuel Stockett, the subject of this sketch. Col. Samuel Stockett, in company with several 
other members of the family, removed from Maryland to Davidson county, Tenn., about 
where the city of Nashville now stands. Colonel Samuel, however, remained only a short 
time, but before leaving, he married Elizabeth Johnson, daughter of Isaac Johnson and Mary 
Dunhand, and also a cousin of Postmaster general Cave Johnson. In 1801 Colonel Stockett, 
accompanied by his wife and her three brothers, Gov. Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson and 
William Johnson, came to Mississippi, and Col. Samuel Stockett settled on what after- 
ward became the plantation known as Gretna Green. The result of the union of Colonel 
Stockett and Elizabeth Johnson were the following six sons and three daughters: Mary 
Allen, born in Davidson county, Tenn., in 1801, come to Wilkinson county with her parents, 


married Joseph Smith of Maryland and died without leaving descendants, in 1885; Isaac 
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Johnson, born at Gretna Green in 1803, and died in 1803; Rachel Holliday, born at Gretna 
Green in 1805, married George Randolph, of Wilkinson county, and both died with yellow 
fever and without children in 1836; Joseph Johnson, born at Gretna Green in 1807, was 
ettncated in New Jersey, and was killed soon after his return from college, by the accidental 
discharge of his gun, in 1532; Sarah, born at Gretna Green in 1811, married Lorenzo Brown 
and died in 1851; William Noble, born at Gretna Green in 1S13, and died in 1819. Samuel 
Henry, was born at Gretna Green in 1515. He was educated at Centenary college, and 
returned home and engaged in planting. He took great interest in the advancement of 
religion and was a member of the Methodist church. He was a steward in the Woodville 
Methodist church, and was very active in educational promotion and church work. He was 
a trustee in Centenary college, the Female institute at Jackson, La., and the Woodville 
Female seminary, and also a director in the West Feliciana railroad. He was a Royal Arch 
Mason. He married Lucy Elizabeth Holt, of Woodville, daughter of Dr. David Holt and 
Juliet White. To Samuel Henry was born eight children, four of whom lived to be grown, 
and who are now living with their mother. Samuel Henry died in 1571, and was laid to rest 
beside his ancestors. Thomas Galen, was born in Gretna Green in I1S17 and died in 1879. 
He was educated at Centenary college and was one of the leading men of the county. He 
took some part in politics after the war, and was an extensive planter and a man of strong 
convictions. He first married Elen Edwards, who died in 1844 with yellow fever, and by 
her had two sons and one daughter, all dying ininfancy. He then married Mary Elizabeth 
Johnson, daughter of William Johnson and Elizabeth Randolph. She was a member 
of the Presbyterian church, in which she was very active. She was of a literary turn of 
mind, highly educated and had trayeled a great deal. She lived for some years in Washing- 
ton city, with her uncle Goy. Henry Johnson, who was then representing the state of Louis- 
iana in the United States senate. She died in ISS4, and was buried beside her husband. 
Isaac Johnson, was born at Gretna Green, July 19, 1S19, and died Mareh 1, 1870. Like his 
brothers he was educated at Centenary college, Louisiana, and followed planting for a liveli- 
hood. He took a lively interest in politics, was a strong states’ rights democrat and a leading 
member of the Presbyterian church. 

He married Mary Olivia McKenzie, daughter of Peter McKenzie and Charlotte Will- 
iams. Peter McKenzie came from Scotland originally, and had been educated at the cele- 
brated University of Edinburgh, and became a prominent man of this county. His wife, 
Charlotte Williams, came from one of the old influential families of this state, she being a 
daughter of Daniel Williams and Miss Overton, of Tennessee, and a sister of Hon. Daniel 
Williams, Mississippi’s first secretary of state. To Isaac Johnson and Mary Olivia were born 
eleven children, four of whom, Samuel Overton, Isaac Johnson, Mary Olivia and Effie Arling- 
ton, died unmarried; John, Mary Elizabeth, Joseph Smith, Kate, Henry Johnson and Char- 
lotte Williams moved to Texas in 1S72, and are now married and located at Fort Worth, in 
that state. Peter Mclxenzie, the second child born to Isaac Johnson Stockett and Mary 
Olivia McKenzie and their eldest living son, was born at the Gretna Green plantation, July 11, 
1842, and was educated at Centenary college. While at college the Civil war broke out, so 
he came home and joinedthe Wilkinson rifles, Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, under Capt. 
Carnot Rosey, and was in all the battles participated in by his regiment, including all those 
bloody and desperate conflicts fought in northern Virginia. | He was wounded in the seven 
days’ fight around Richmond, and was disabled at the battle of Spottsylvamia courthouse, May 
12, [S64, after which he was made adjutant of the Eighteenth Louisiana cavalry, and com- 
missioned by President Jefferson Davis. He was, for a third time, wounded in a skirmish at 
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Woodville, Miss., where he was in command of the advance of Bynum’s battalion of cavalry. 
A great, but merited, honor was conferred on Mr. Stockett after returning from the army, by 
the Soldiers’ Memorial association of Wilkinson county. He was chosen to write the biog- 
raphies of all the soldiers who died or were killed inthe late war from Wilkinson county. 
He has held the office of secretary since the organization of the association. This association 
has erected to the memory of their dead, on a beautiful lawn at Woodville, a bronze monu- 
ment, that will ever stand as a fitting memorial of their memory and patriotic services. Mr. 
Stockett was married to Juliet Johnson, May 14, 1867. She is a daughter of William John- 
son, Esq., and Hlizabeth Randolph, late of Woodville, Miss. Mrs. Stockett was well educated, 
and is a lady of fine social graces and attainments. Mr. Stockett is a leading planter of this 
county, where he owns large landed interests, most of which were formerly owned by the older 
members of the family, all beautifully located and well improved. He is a democrat and 
has often been chosen to represent the county in the state, senatorial and congressional con- 
ventions. He has been for many years a member, and several times secretary, of the county 
democratic executive committee. Mr. and Mrs. Stockett are active members of the Presby- 
terian church at Woodville, Miss., of which he is an elder and clerk of the session. He has 
several times been a delegate to the meetings of the presbytery and synod, and was a dele- 
gate tothe general assembly of the Presbyterian church, that met at Vicksburg in 1854, and 
was chosen alternate in 1590. Mr. and Mrs. Stockett now reside on their Rosedale planta- 
tion and have several children, as follows: William Johnson, born February 14, 1868, and 
was educated at Chamberlain-Hunt academy and the University of Mississippi, graduating 
at the latter institution in 1880; he was admitted to the bar in 1890, and is now a practicing 
lawyer; Samuel Overton, born January 6, 1870, also attended the University of Missis- 
sippi; he is a successful planter in his native county; Thomas Galen, born April 29, 1872, 
and attended Chamberlain-Hunt academy; he is at present at home with his parents; 
Elizabeth Randolph, born January 7, 1877, and died September 5, 18S1; she was a bright 
and beautiful little girl. 

Robert N. Stockton, of Smithville P. O., Monroe county, was born in Madison county, 
Ala., February, 1814. His parents are William and Sarah (Marez) Stockton. William 
Stockton was reared in Stockton valley, in east Tennessee, a tract of land deriving its 
name from that of his family, and was a farmer and merchant all his life. His wife was a 
native of Logan county, Ky. Both were members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. 
Mr. Stockton, who saw service in the Creek Indian war, came to Mississippi in 1830, and 
moved on the farm where his son Robert now lives. in 1831, where he died July 27, 1833. 
He was a prominent Mason. His widow married Rey. Mr. Weaver, and died in 1878S. 
Robert N. Stockton’s early life was spent in farming, a practical preparation for the planter’s 
life which he has ever led since he was sixteen years and four months of age. He has held 
the office of supervisor and was bailiff for fourteen years. During the late war he was a mem- 
ber of company B, of the Third Mississippi battalion, under command of Lieutenant Bergin. 
He was in the sefyice one year and was discharged on account of sickness. He is a proml- 
nent Mason, and member of the Blue lodge No. 165, of Amory. He is one of the most suc- 
cessful farmers in the county, and owns about nine hundred acres of well improved land, all 
in one body. He was married December 31, 1544, to Mary J. Baldwin, and they have had 
thirteen children, named as follows: Sarah S., Affienca A., Robert C., Josephine, Amelia, 
Silas G., William L., Dancy M., Mary V., Nathaniel M., Fannie E., Jane V., and John C. B., 
who died in December, 1878, aged twenty-two years. Mr. Stockton has led an honorable, 
upright life and has been more than successful financially, and the same may be said of his 
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sons who are old enough to take active part in the duties of life. He is passing his declining 
years in the quiet enjoyment of the fruits of his industry, held in high esteem by his large 
circle of friends, and loved and honored by his family. 

William L. Stockton, son of Robert N. Stockton, was born in Monroe county, in 1847. 
His father was one of the pioneers of this section of the country, and his biographical sketch 
appears elsewhere in this work. In 1870 Mr. Stockton married Melissa Tubb, of Monroe 
county, and to them have been born nine children, named as follows: Edward, Mary E., Mat- 
tie B., Robert N., Imogene, William A., Grover Cleveland, Lockridge and Lucian L., all of 
whom are living. Mr. Stockton is in no sense a public man, but he is enterprising and suc- 
cessful, and one of the most helpful men in Monroe county. 

Walter Stokes, merchant and planter, Canton, Miss., who is one of the prominent busi- 
ness men and successful planters of Madison county, was born in Yazoo county, Miss., on 
the 5th of May, 1861, and is of English descent. His father, E. A. Stokes, was a native of 
the Palmetto state, and his mother, Sallie (Taylor) Stokes, was a native of North Caro- 
lina. The paternal grandfather, Joseph Stokes, was born in South Carolina, and the 
maternal grandfather, J. A. Taylor, was a native of the Old North state. EE. A. Stokes, 
father of subject, came to Mississippi at an early day and settled in Madison county, 
where he has been engaged in planting since. Of the nine children born to his marriage, 
Walter was the eldest in order of birth. The latter passed his boyhood days in Mississippi, 
and was edueated in both the public and private schools of that state. When seventeen 
years of age he entered the Mississippi college at Clinton, remained there three years, and 
afterward, in 1879-SO, entered the state university at Oxford. The last named year he took 
a course in the Eastman Business college, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. He is now the owner of 
eleven hundred acres of land, has eight hundred acres under eultivation, and in connection 
with his brother, under the firm title of Stokes Bros., is engaged in merchandising, carrying 
a stock of goods vaiued at 33,000 and duing an annial business of $20,000. Myr. Stokes 
was married in 1SSS to Miss Eugenia Atkinson, who was born in Mississippi, and whose 
parents, W. H. and M. B. Atkinson, were natives of Mississippi. Mr. and Mrs. Stokes have 
one child, Eugenia. Mr. Stokes began the battle of life for himself with no means, and by 
his industry and push has made a very creditable start. He advocates the principles of the 
democratic party and is enterprising and public spirited. 

Adolphus Stone, Eudora, Miss., occupies a position in the history of De Soto county, 
that entitles him to a record in this volume. His ancestors were people of great integrity of 
character and much force and ability, and these traits have found ready expression in this 
member of the present generation. He was born in Chatham county, N. C., February 7, 
1846, being the youngest of a family of three children. His parents, Carney P. and Delilah 
(Jenkins) Stone, were also natives of North Carolina. The father was an extensive planter 
and a large slave-holder before the war; he is still living and holds a prominent position in 
the community. The paternal grandparents were John and Betsey Stone, natives of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina respectively. John Stone was one of the wealthiest planters in 
North Carolina. He went to the state a very poor man, but at the time of his death he was 
immensely wealthy. Adolphus Stone passed his boyhood and youth amidst the scenes of his 
birth. He attended the private schools of the neighborhood until 1864, and then entered 
the military school at Hillsboro. But the pressure of war finally brought an end to this 
advantage, and he with many others was deprived of what is the right of every one brought 
into this world, the highest education which he is capable of receiving. At the age of 
twenty-four years he bade farewell to the parental roof and went out to seek his fortune in 
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his own way. He had a small capital aud this was invested in land. To-day he owns six 
hundred and forty acres of land, two hundred and fifty of which he has placed under culti- 
vation. This plantation lies one mile south of Hudora, is well improved, and is in every 
way a delightful home. With that hospitality characteristic of the true Southerner, yisitors 
are always welcome to this pleasant retreat. Mr. Stone was united in marriage December 2, 
1890, to Miss Maud L. Troutman, who was born in Indiana, a daughter of Henry D. and 
Nancy J. (Nash) Troutman. Mr. and Mrs. Troutman came from Kentucky and Indiana, 
respectively. The Nash family were among the first settlers of Tennessee, and the city of 
Nashville was named in honor of them. Our subject was in the late Civil war; he enlisted 
in 1864 in the Fifth North Carolina cavalry, doing service to the end of the conflict. He is 
«a member of the Knights of Honor. Politically he affihates with the democratic party, but 
takes no part in the action of that body beyond the casting of his suffrage. Mrs. Stone is 
a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Edward H. Stone, merchant and planter, Canton, Miss. Prominent among the successful 
business men and popular citizens of Madison county stands the name of Edward H. Stone, 
who is a native born resident of the state, born in Madison county on October 8, 1851. He 
was the third of five children born to John and Eliza J. (Cohea) Stone, the father a native of 
Virginia and the mother of Tennessee. John Stone was a merchant in the early part of his 
days, but at the time of his death, in 1857, he was engaged in the hotel business. He erected 
the first business house in Canton, Miss. The maternal grandparents, Perry and Mary Cohea, 
were natives of Tennessee. The grandfather Cohea came to Mississippi when it was a terri- 
tory, and assisted in removing the Indians from that state. The family is one of the oldest in 
the history of the state. Hdward H. Stone passed his boyhood and youth in Mississippi, and 
secured a fair education in that state. At the tender age of twelve years he was obliged to 
start out for himself, and all his property has been obtained by hard work and good manage- 
ment. He is aman of more than ordinary ability and is shrewd and clear-headed in his 
business. Mr. Stone is a member of the Kmights of Honor, and ever extends a willing and 
liberal hand to further all good movements. He was married in 1884 to Miss Mary I. Yel- 
lowHy, a native of Mississippi. To Mr. and Mrs. Stone have been born three children: 
Edward Y., John W. and Alma. 

James Stone, attorney, Batesville, Miss. Mr. Stone’s grandfather, William E. Stone, 
was originally from the bluegrass regions of Kentucky, but was one of the very first settlers 
of Panola county, Miss., where he was one of the prominent planters. He did a great deal 
toward the development of the county in his day, and was among the foremost to assist in 
all worthy enterprises. He died about 1865, at the age of eighty-five years. His son, William 
EK. Stone, was a native also of Kentucky, and was married in that state to another native 
Kentuckian, Miss Elizabeth McCoy. They came to Mississippi, when this state was very 
sparsely settled, and there William E. became a successful agriculturist. He was a com- 
missioned officer in the Confederate army, and was a brave and faithful soldier. He was a 
very strong democrat but never made himself conspicuous in polities. His death occured in 
1888. His marriage resulted in the birth of one child, James Stone, who was born in Panola 
county, Miss., on the 20th of August, 1$56. The latter attained his growth in his native 
county, but received his education in the military college of Frankfort, Ky., graduating in 
1876. He soon after entered the law department of Oxford university, but on account of 
failing health left school at the end of a few months. He was subsequently admitted 
to the bar, and in 1880 opened an office in Batesville, where he has since practiced success- 
fully. In IS90 he entered a partnership with P. H. Lowry, a promising young attorney at 
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Batesville. Mr. Stone is extensively interested in farming and now owns two thousand 
acres of land, of which six hundred acres are under the plow. He also has a well equipped 
office and a handsome residence in Batesville. He was married in 1S79 to Rosamond Alston, 
a native of Mississippi, and a daughter P. S. Alston, of Memphis, Tenn. They have. two 
children: William E., and James. Though a young man Mr.Stone is an able member of the 
bar, and is one of the foremost men of the county. He is pleasant and social and a gentle- 
man one delights to meet, for he is not wrapped up in himself, but on the contrary is inter- 
ested in his fellowman and all that is going on around him. Socially he is a member of the 
Knights of Honor and the American Legion of Honor. Mrs. Stone is a member of the 
Methodist church. 

The Rev. J. B. Stone, who is well-known throughout Lee and adjoining counties, was 
born in South Carolina in 1831, and is ason of the Rey. Tilman and Eliza (Boyd) Stone. 
His father was a minister, teacher, and farmer. He was born in Spartanburg, 8. C., in 
1806, and was a son of William and Frances Stone. He was reared in his native state, 
and in J827, was married. Eleven children were born of the union, eight of whom are 
living: J. B., William M., J. L., Naney J., now Mrs. Cheek; Margaret C., now Mrs. 
Lloyd; Rev. Samuel C., of Memphis; Richard W., and Hilliard B. The father died in 
1849, but the mother survived until 1873. Mr. Stone was a member of the I. O. O. F. 
The youth of our subject was not an ideal one, but his circumstances were such that the 
best that was in him was developed. His education was acquired entirely through his own 
efforts, and he did not yield until he felt that he had received the mental discipline neces- 
sary for theological study. In 1857 he entered the ministry, and has since devoted his 
time to preaching the gospel. He has been a Methodist minister for thirty-five years, filling 
circuits, stations and districts, in the Alabama, Mobile and North Mississippi conferences. 
Mr. Stone’s first marriage took place in Monroe county, Miss., in 1857, when he was united 
to Miss Rebecca Mosley, a daughter of E. B. Mosley. One child was born to them, Bes- 
sie, who is now Mrs. Buder, of Columbia, Miss. Mrs. Stone died in L[S64, and Mr. Stone 
was married to Miss Mary B. Koger in 1865. She is a daughter of Thomas J. and Bilsey 
Koger, and a native of Noxubee county, Miss., born in 1847. Her grandfather, Hon. Joseph 
Koger, was in his day one of the most prominent men in the polities of South Carolina and 
Mississippi; being a member of the state senate of each state for several years. Her father, 
Rey. T. J. Koger, a graduate of Randolph-Macon college, practiced law for a short time, then 
went into the ministry, was a member of the general conference that met in Nashville in 
1858, and was killed in the battle at Perryville, Ky., October 8, 1862. Five children were 
born of the second marriage: Jefferson K., who was educated at Emory and Heury college; 
Lila, wife of A. D. Rogers; Clara A., Mary C., and Ruth C. Mr. Stone is a woman of more 
than ordinary mental endowments, and has improved all the opportunities that have come to 
her lot. In 158+ she was elected principal of the Verona Female college, a position she 
has filled with great credit to herself, and to the best interests of the institution. She was 
elected corresponding seeretary of the Womuan’s Missionary society of the North Mississippi 
conference in ISSO, which position she still continues to occupy. Mr. Stone enlisted in the 
Forty-third Mississippi regiment as chaplain, and served until the end of the war. 

Rev. Samuel C. Stone, M. A., minister and planter, Memphis, Tenn., was born in Mon- 
roe county, Miss., on the 22d of November, [S45, and is the seventh in order of birth of 
ten children born to Tilman and Eliza (Boyd) Stone, natives of the Palmetto state. The 
father came to Mississippi in IS40, and there passed a life of usefulness as a local minister in 
the Methodist church. Though a slaveowner he was very kind to them and they were de- 
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voted to him. He died suddenly in 1847 in Marshall county, Miss., in a few hours after hav- 
ing preached an excellent sermon. He was an esteemed and honored minister in his denom- 
ination and left seven children, who are all prominent in their different callings. One son, 
Rev. J. B. Stone, is a minister of great usefulness in north Mississippi and has been presid- 
ing elder for twenty years, having laid himselfa willing sacrifice upon the altar of the church of bis 
choice. The maternal grandfather, Joseph Boyd, was of Irish parentage, and was a Presbyterian 
minister of rare attainments and unusual ability; the Boyd family being noted for their energy, 
integrity, piety and their activity as protestants against the state church of England. The 
paternal grandfather was of Welsh origin. Rev, Samuel C. Stone was reared in Mississippi 
and educated at Summerville, Ala., where he completed his education in 1870. Since that 
time he has been in the ministry of the Methodist church, and after becoming eligible to elder’s 
orders he was at once put in charge of a district where his administrative ability became a mat- 
ter of comment throughout the conference. He has been in charge of important stations of 
this conference from that time up to the present. In addition to his ministerial duties he has, 
with striking ability, carried on business enterprises and is now the owner of four different places, 
consisting of not less than two thousand acres of Jand located in the richest portion of the delta. 
He hasseven hundred acres under cultivation and is rapidly clearing more, having himself put most 
of the improvements on his several places. He is also the owner of a neat residence in Memphis, 
Tenn., valued at about $7,000, and he is now engaged in the real estate and brokerage busi- 
ness in that city, in connection with chief manager of the tirm,a position to which he has 
recently been elected. Mr. Stone was married in 1874 to Miss Bettie D. Partee, a native of Mis- 
sissippi and only daughter of S. B. and Martha (Douglass) Partee, natives of Tennessee, and 
descendants of two of the prominent families of the state. Mr. and Mrs. Stone became the 
parents of three children: Joseph B., Samuel C. (deceased) and Hilliard Partee. Although 
Mr. Stone educated himself and was obliged to start out to fight life’s battles empty handed, 
his work, both in the ministry and in secular pursuits has been greatly blessed and no man in 
the state has achieved so much under similar circumstances. He stands in the front ranks as 
a minister of his church in north Mississippi and his ability for usefulness extends in every 
direction and into adjoining states, while his name is associated with every enterprise for the 
advancement of the interests of his country and for the promotion of the honor and welfare of 
his native state. He is aman of pleasing address and is an extremely interesting speaker and 
a perfect type of a Southern gentleman. He is at present residing in Memphis, where he is 
educating his children and where he is manager of the furniture establishment that bears his 
name. Mr. Stone, wherever he has gone, has in a most signal manner made himself felt as 
a temperance worker and a leader in the cause of temperance of marked ability, having 
through many a hotly contested fight led his church or party to vietory. Notwithstanding the 
fine business qualifications of which he is possessed in so high a degree, he takes no credit to 
himself, but points to the sacred memory of his sainted mother, recognizes her influence as 
the mainspring of all of his achievements: next to his affectionate sisters, who live to bless 
and encourage him, and with a becoming modesty and pride points to his thoroughly accom- 
plished and highly polished wife, who has, while he was struggling against adversity and oppo- 
sition, until he is now paying taxes on over $50,000 worth of real estate, situated in different 
towns and states, been a helpmect to him indeed, and would give her all the glory, pointing 
to her as his unfailing guide, ever faithful, loyal and loving and possessed of the grandest and 
most praiseworthy and honorable of characteristics, standing in her presence with uncovered 
head. Mrs. Stone was four years a student in the State Female college, going from there to 
Nazareth, at Bardstown, Ky., where she received her diploma. Mr. Stone has three times 
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been called to the presidency of important schools and of two colleges, but declined such 
honors. 

J. H. Stone is a prominent planter, whose postoftice address is Tremont, Itawamba 
county, Miss. He is the owner of two thousand acres of land, and has a fine gristmill and 
one of the largest steam cottongins in the county, located at Tremont, about ten miles east of 
Fulton. His is one of several families of Stones living in this neighborhood. He is the son 
of D. J. and Parmelia A. (Bethany) Stone, both natives of Alabama, and he was born in that 
state in 18534. He removed with his parents to Mississippi, when young, and was reared to 


an agricultural life, and also given fair educational advantages. As his father had done 
before him, he chose the career of a planter, in which he has been quite successful. He was 
married in 1859 to Florence, a daughter of John and Eliza Cowden, and a native of Alabama, 
where she was born in 1842. Mr. and Mrs. Stone have had eleven children, of whom ten are 
living: Mary O., Josephine L., Julia M., Orville T., Walter D., Lucien Q., John H., William 
G., Galusha C. and Florence E. In May, 1862, Mr. Stone enlisted in Colonel Gordon's 
regiment and served with it during the war, receiving his discharge at Columbus, Miss. 
Active in local and state politics, he is astanch democrat, and has twice been elected by his 
party to the office of sheriff of Itawamba county. Except during the time when he was in 
the war, he has been postmaster since 1859 at Tremont, where he lives, and still holds that 
office. He is a master and Royal Arch Mason, and he and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. He is everywhere recognized as a libera] contributor to 
churches and schools, and other laudable enterprises, having for their object the benefit of the 
community in which he lives. Dr. D. A. Stone, a brother of our subject, was born in Ala- 
bama in 1820, and married Jennie E. Ward, a native of Alabama, and who has one child, 
named Casta B. He has long been a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and has 
been a practicing physician in this neighborhood. G. P. Stone, another brother, is a planter 
living in his near vicinity. He was bora in 1836, and married Elizabeth A., a daughter of 
Rev. S. Mayfield, of this state. He was a soldier in the Confederate army for a short time 
during the late war. He is the owner of about ten hundred acres of land. It is a source 
of much gratification to Mr. Stone that his brothers here mentioned are good democrats and 
good citizens. 

John Marshall Stone. Among the governors of Mississippi there has been none more 
popular with the people, who stood higher in their confidence and esteem, or who was more 
able, zealous and conscientious in the discharge of official duties than the present incum- 
bent, John M. Stone. He is a native of Tennessee, where he was born April 30, 1830, 
being the second child of Asher and Judith (Royall) Stone, who were born in the state of 
Virginia, in which state their ancestors were prominent people. Asher Stone was born in 
Pittsylvania county, November 1, 1806, and Judith, his wife, in Halifax county, March 12, 
1811. Asher’s father was a native of the Old Dominion and of English ancestry. Judith 
Royall was a daughter of Nathaniel Royall, one of the old families of that state. Asher 
Stone died in Carroll county, Tenn., September 20, 1841, to which place he had emigrated at 
an early day. His widow still survives him and resides in Chester county, Tenn. There 
were born to them nine children: Elizabeth (the subject of this sketch), Thomas, Isaac, 
Rebecca, Samuel, Robert, Berry and William C. Samuel, Robert and William C. were killed 
in battle, fighting for the establishment of the Confederacy. The parents were not wealthy, 
and consequently John M. was early indoctrinated in the principles of industry and economy, 
which in the future were to mold his character. His strugeles in early life for an educa- 


tion brought him into sympathy with the masses, for whose elevation and betterment he has 
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labored during his long publie career. It was not his good fortune to be sent to college, but 
he acquired a good education by his assiduous attention to his studies. Often the blaze of 
the pine knot would light up the pages of his books, over which he could be scen poring far 
into the night. Thus by pursuing his studies and teaching school, he managed to support 
himself and secure an education which enabled him in after years to discharge the high pub- 
lic duties entrusted to him. In August, 1855, he removed from Tennessee and located at 
Eastport, Miss., where he engaged with a business house until 185). At this time the Mem- 
phis & Charleston railroad being completed, he was tendered the position of station agent at 
Tuka, which he aecepted and filled with credit until the breaking out of the late war. 
Believing that his services were due to the state of his adoption, he enlisted in the Confed- 
erate service, and the early days of April, S61, found him at the head of company K, Second 


Mississippi infantry. From Iuka the company moved to Corinth, the place of rendezvous. 
About the Ist of May his command was ordered to Lynchburg, where it remained for a short 


time, and then moved on to Harper’s Ferry, where at became a part of the Third brigade, 
whick was then under command of Brigadier-General Bee. His first experience in active 
warfare was at the battle of Manassas, where his regiment was distinguished for its gallant 
conduct, and where his company suffered heavily, having several killed and wounded. After 
this battle the command moved to Fredericksburg, where they rested, and then went on to 
Dumphreys, at which place they went into winter quarters. In the early spring they were 
ordered to Fredericksburg, and after some maneuvering about there, moved on the Yorktown. 
There the troops were organized, and in the reorganization, April 10, 1862, Captain Stone 
was elected colonel of the second regiment. This promotion was but a just recognition of 
his efficient services as a soldier, and of the gallant manner in which he had discharged his 
duties as captain of company K. Soon after the reorganization the command moved up 
about Richmond, from which place it was subsequently ordered to Staunton to join Jackson, 
who was moving around in the rear of McClellan. His next engagement was at Gaines’ Mill, 
June 27, where, with his regiment, he had some hard fighting. After the battle of Malvern 
Hill, in which he participated, the command marched to near Richmond, where it went into 
camp. Movements of the armies brought on another battle at Manassas, in which Colonel 
Stone with his regiment participated, August, [S62. After this fight his command moved 
back to camp near Richmond, where the troops were rebrigaded and Joseph R. Davis placed 
in command. This brigade subsequently became known as Davis’ brigade. Before returning 
to Richmond this brigade was in the engagements at Boonesboro and Sharpsburg (Antietam). 

Early in the spring the Colonel with his command was in the field in active movement 
to meet the advances of the Federal troops, and was iu several actions, among which was that 
of Bristoe Station. For a time, also, he was on detached service. When General Lee began 
his movement northward into Maryland, Colonel Stone’s brigade, under command of Briga- 
dier-General Heath, was ordered to join him. This offensive movement of the Confederate 
army brought on the memorable battle of Gettysburg, in which the Second Mississippi regi- 
ment was hotly engaged. This regiment was stationed on the left and was opposed by Gen- 
eral Reynold’s forees. Colonel Stone gallantly led his regiment in the tight, which lost 
heavily in killed, wounded, missing and captured. He also was wounded in the side by a 
piece of shell while leading his troops. This was during the first day’s fight and prevented 
him from engaging any further in the battle. He was able, however, to witness the third 
day’s fight, in which his regiment was in constant action, it being placed immediately to the 
left of Pickett’s division, and was conspicuous in that famous charge for the possession of 
Round Top. He was near the center of action, but being unable on account of his wound to 
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remain longer, was returning from the field to the hospital when he was again wounded. On 
the return of Lee’s army from the fatal tield of Gettysburg Colonel Stone was engaged in a 
sharp fight at Falling Waters. Returning, the army went into winter quarters at Mine Run, 
where it remained until the spring of 1864. When activities commenced, Colonel Stone was 
again ready and in the field, and commanding Davis’ brigade participated in the battle of the 
Wilderness, fighting with Longstreet. He was also in the battle of Spottsylvania and all the 
engagements of that campaign. At the close of the above mentioned battle General Long- 
street rode up to Colonel Stone and asked of him his name. Upon being told he said “Col- 
onel Stone, you have won to-day the stars of a major-general.” It is known that he could 
have had this appointinent, but it necessitated his leaving, not only his regiment but the 
Mississippi troop, which be could not bear to do, and so declined the promotion. Subse- 
quently his troops were ordered to the defense of Petersburg, where he remained in command 
until the evacuation of that place, except when he was called out to meet a feint of General 
Grant. This was at the time when the Grub mine was sprung. His command went into 
winter quarters at Hatchers Run. In January, 1865, he was granted a leave of absence to 
return to his home in Mississippi and upon his return to join his regiment, which was then 
near Salisbury, N. C., he was taken prisoner by General Stoneman. He had taken back with 
him some recruits, and at the above named place he was joined by some troops from Georgia, 
being shortly after confronted by forces under General Stoneman, and had (the governor 
says) one of the hardest little fights he was in during the entire war. The enemy numbered 
about four hundred, mostly belonging to a Kentucky regiment, while he only had about forty 
men actively engaged. He, with most of his force, was taken prisoner. They were first taken 
to the mountains of Kentucky, then to Camp Chase, Ohio, from which place they were after- 
ward moved to Johnson’s island, where, on July 25, 1865, they were discharged. © While in 
the mountainous regions of Kentucky the news came of the assassination of President Lin- 
coli. This created an intense and bitter feeling among the soldiers who guarded them and 
who were under the command of Colonel Kirk, of Kentucky, and the prisoners were unjustly 
subjected to very hard treatment. 

The Confederate army having surrendered, and the cause for which he had so gallantly 
fought, having failed, Colonel Stone returned to his home at Iuka, Miss., and again 
took up the peaceful pursuits of life, beginning at his old station which he had vacated for 
the field four years before. Though the cause for which he fought was a lost one, he had 
the consolation of having done his duty, and of carrying with him to his peaceful retreat the 
record of a brave, gallant and able officer. | Every soldier who was with him was enthusias- 
tic in his praises, and ever found him, whether in the hottest battles or dress parade, the 
same courteous gentleman. In 1866, Colonel Stone was elected mayor, and subsequently 
treasurer of Tishomingo county. In [S69 the state held her election under the reconstrue- 
tion act, and Mr. Stone, having been placed in nomination forthe state senate, was elected 
for a term of four years, being one of the few democrats to be elected, a position to which he 
was re-elected in 1873. He filled this position with satisfaction to his constituents and with 
eminent credit to himself. In 1872 he was a candidate for congress against Lamar, but did 
not secure the nomination. In 1876 he was chosen president pro tem. of the senate. Dur- 
ing this time, Governor Ames resigned and Mr. Stone, by virtue of his office as president pro 
tempore of the senate (Lieutenant Governor Davis having been impeached), sueceeded to the 
governorship. He was installed as governor, March 27, 1876. In 1877 he was, by a large 
and popular vote, elected to the position for a term of four years. In ISSt be was a candi- 
date for re-eleetion, but was defeated by Robert Lowry, who was elected and re-elected, serv- 
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ing in all a term of eight years. Governor Stone retired from the duties of his office, carrying 

with him the love and confidence of the people and returned to his home at Iuka, where he 

began devoting himself to agricultural pursuits. In 1884 he was appointed railroad commis- 

sioner by Governor Lowry, the duties of which he discharged with his usual careful business 

methods. In ISS9, when the campaign opened, he announced himself as a candidate for 

governor, and quietly andin a dignified manner presented himself before the people for their 

support. This was easy to secure, for his administration as governor had been popular, clean 

and efficient. The people responded to his eall with an enthusiasm that would gratify the 

pride or ambition of any man, and he was nominated and elected. By the provisions of the 

new constitution his term of office was extended two years and will expire in January, 1896. 

Governor Stone was married at Iuka, Miss., in 1872, to Miss Mary G., daughter of James 

and Elizabeth J. (Mason) Coman. The issue of this union were two children, James 

Marshall and Mary E., both of whom died young. He has adopted three of his brother’s 

children: Anna, Jennie and Maggie, whom he is carefully rearing. Governor Stone is a 

member of the Masonic order, a member of the Grand lodge, and has held various important 
positions in this society. He is also a member of the Knights and Ladies of Honor. Phys- 

ically he is all that could be desired, for he stands full six feet, is as straight as an arrow, with 

a well-knit, muscular frame. He has a full head of hair, now turning gray, and wears a 
mustache only. He looks at you square out of his steel gray eyes, and in a manner that 
immediately secures your confidence and attention. He has a firm mouth, and an open, yet 
decided expression, that establishes him, every inch, a man of nerve and great decision of 
character. To this may be added a genial disposition and a courteous, military bearing. 

Governor Stone possesses great executive ability; this, with his principles of rigid economy 
and his financial skill, has enabled him largely to reduce the debt of the state and place her 
on the high road to prosperity. Though now in his third administration as governor, no 
breath of scandal has ever touched him; he stiil hoids the love aud confidence cf the people 
of the state and it is thought that he has not an enemy within its borders. Hamlet says: 
“Give me that man that is not passion’s slave, and I will wear him in my heart’s core, ay, in 
my heart of hearts.” So the people of the state feel in regard to their governor, and it may 
be truthfully said that he is one of the ablest and most popular governors that ever sat in the 
executive chair of the state of Mississippi. 

Rey. Lewis Maxwell Stone, Shuqualak, Miss. The subject of this sketch was born in 
Noxubee county, Miss., July 6, 1544. His parents were Col. J. M. and Mrs. Sarah M. Stone, 
who had born to them twelve children—eight sons and four daughters—Lewis Maxwell being 
the youngest son. The father was a native of Georgia, the mother, of South Carolina, and 
the daughter of Mr. John Bradley. They lived for several years in Florida, immediately after 
their marriage, moving later to Mobile, Ala., where they resided for some years. In 1543 
they moved to their prairie farm in Noxubee county, Miss., and the second year, following, 
they removed to Pickens county, Ala. The early boyhood of Lewis was spent on the Stone- 
ferry farm near Fairtield. In his fourteenth year he entered the Springhill academy under 
Prof. A. C. Boken, his family having moved into the loeality of Springhill, for the benefit of 
the schoo). Highteen months later the Civil war broke out. In the fall of 1861, young Mr. 
Stone entered the army, joining the company raised by Capt. Newton N. Davis, which pro- 
ceeded to Mobile, Ala., and connected itself with the Twenty-fourth Alabama regiment, under 
command of Col. W. A. Buck. The young man was in the active service until his health 
gave way, when he was assigned to post duty at Columbus, Miss., where he surrendered in 
1865. Immediately after the war, he decided to go to work, to make money enough to finish 
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his education. He taught school with Professor Baker, at Artesia, two sessions, taking 
private lessons as part pay for his services. He taught the school as principal two sessions 
following, and that to the great satisfaction of his patrons. He then, in association with 
young Frank Critz, a graduate of the University of Mississippi (and later the honored chan- 
cellor of the fifth district), started a male school at Starkville. Mr. Stone, after a suecessful 
beginning of this enterprise, turned it over to his associate and went to Marion, Ala., where 
he entered the Hawood college. Here he stood high in his classes as a hard and apt student. 
His education receiving its finishing touch inthis famous school of Alabama, he entered upon the 
work of the ministry as pastor of the Baptist church at Gainesville, Ala. He was ordained 
to the ministry by his home church at Springhill the fall he entered college. His pastorate 
was a successful one for the two years he served here. In 1872 he was married to Miss 
Mary High, of Gainesville. They have three children living: Sallie Leslie, Edna Montgomery 
and Edward Sholl. In 1873 he was called to take charge of the Meridian Baptist Female 
college located in the city of Meridian. Three years of vigorous and successful labor were given 
to this school, which greatly enlarged its patronage. A general depression coming upon the 
city, Professor Stone was induced to remove to Starkville and join Dr. T. G. Sellers in the 
proprietorship and teaching of the Female institute there. Two years later, 1877, he was 
tendered the presidency of the Gainesville (Ala.) Female college, the place of his first public 
service and of his marriage. Here he had an unexpected degree of success in building up 
and commanding a fine patronage. In 1S79 the branch road of the Mobile & Ohio railroad 
was abandoned. This meant ruin to Gainesville asa business place. Professor Stone at once 
decided to change loeations. He came to Shuqualak, Miss.—on the Mobile & Ohio railroad 
-——and with some aid from the citizens founded the Shuqualak Female college, of which he has 
been proprietor and president for eleven years. In the true sense of the word, Professor 
Stone is aselfmade man. The college for young ladies he founded and presided over for 
eleven years is a standing monument to his indomitable will, force of character and good 
judgment. This school has worthily won a place alongside the oldest and best colleges 6f 
its class in the state. It commands a large patronage from abroad, including many counties 
of its own state and other states. The conduct of the college is noted for its splendid system 
in all particulars. It is doing a wonderful amount of good in developing the educa- 
tional iuterest of the state on a high plane of religious morals, economy and practicability. 
Professor Stone is a modest, unobtrusive, polished gentleman, and must be well known to 
be fully appreciated for all he is worth. His father, now in his eighty-eighth year, and 
who enjoys a fine flow of spirits and is stout and healthy, lives with him in the college. His 
mother died in 1881, in her sixty-seventh year. 

Few, if any, industrial or professional pursuits have, within the last few years, made 
such rapid strides as that of the profession of medicine, and among the leading physicians 
of Washington county, Miss., who have availed themselves of all new ideas and put them in 
practice is Dr. Owen W. Stone. He was born in Boone county, Mo., ou the Sth of May, 1850), 
to Caleb S. and Ann W. (Wilson) Stone, both of whom were born on bluegrass soil. Caleb 
S. Stone was a true Southerner in every sense of the word, and upon the opening of the 
Civil war, in 1861, cast his fortunes with the Confederacy, and for yaliant service was pro 
moted to the rank of colonel. At the battle of Pea Ridve, Ark., he was captured and retained 
a prisoner for six months, at the end of which time he was released. For further history of 
this gentleman see sketch of Captain Stone of Jackson. Dr. Owen W. Stone was reared in 
Missouri, and received his education in the State university at Columbia. In IS72 he began 


reading medicine, soon after which he graduated from the Alabama Medical college of Mobile, 
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and in 1875 began practicing on Deer creek. At the early age of twelve years he began 
making his own way in the world, leaving school to take upon himself the duties of a laborer, 
in order to support his mother while his father was in the army, their property having been 
swallowed up in security debts, so that they were in very poor circumstances even at the 
opening of the war. He had to surmount many difficulties and disappointments during his 
career, but has battled manfully against adversity, and is now reaping the reward of a useful 
and well-spent life, in the shape of a substantial income and the respect and esteem of all 
who know him. He owns two hundred and forty acres of land on Deer creek, two hundred 
of which are under cultivation, and since owning the place it has been improved to the extent 
of about $3,000, Dr. Stone was married, in ISSI,to Miss Mary Holt, a native of Mississippi, 
and a daughter of Dr. A.C. and Mary W. (William) Holt, both of whom are Mississippians, 
the former being one of the leading physicians of New Orleans until his death, which 
occurred in I88l. The union of Dr. Stone has resulted in the birth of four children, the 
eldest two of whom died in infancy, Orville Walker and Hleanor, living. Dr. Stone is a mem- 
ber of the Christian church, and his wife is a Presbyterian. He belongs to the K. of H., 
the K. of P., and has been deeply interested in the progress of both orders. He has been a 
resident of Washington county since he was fifteen years of age, and is now the health 
ofticer of the county. He went through the yellow-fever epidemic of 1878, volunteering as 
a physician for the city and, while doing heroic service in that capacity, was stricken with 
the malady himself. He is a finely educated gentleman, and is a credit to the profession of 
which he is a member. 

As an example of the usefulness and prominence to which men of character and deter- 
mination will attain, we have but to chronicle the life of Capt. W. W. Stone, who is the intel- 
ligent and efficient auditor of the state of Mississippi. He is a descendant of a long line of 
illustrious ancestry, and worthily fills his position in this line. The Stones originally came 
from Tingland to America in the seventeenth century, one brother pitching his tent in Con- 
necticut, another in Maryland and another in Virginia. James Stone, the paternal grand- 
father of Captain Stone, was a Virginian and a pioneer settler of Madison county, Ky. 
His father also settled in this county, and, in time, there beeame a large settlement of the 
Stones near Boonesboro. Caleb S. Stone, son of James and father of Capt. W. W. Stone, 
was born on bluegrass soil, but in 1830 left the home of his birth to seek his fortune in the 
then wilds of Missouri, and after merchandising in Columbia for a few years, he turned his 
attention to tilling the soil and became wealthy. He interested himself in polities to some 
extent, became a prominent and leading democrat of Boone eounty (of the Calhoun and 
Jacksonian stripe), but never aspired to any prominent political position. At the opening of 
the Civil war he was appointed adjutant-general of the Missouri state guards, and while 
serving in this capacity he was eaptared at Elkhorn, and before being exchanged, in Septem- 
ber, 1862, he was kept for some time in the prison at Alton, Ill He served in the quarter- 
master’s department during the remainder of the war, after which he returned to his home 
at Columbia, Mo., where he died in 1873, at the age of sixty-three years. He was married to 
Miss Ann Wilson, a native of Kentucky, who removed to Missouri when young, and she sur- 
vived her husband until 1583, both being worthy members of the Christian chureh at the 
time of their deaths. She was also descended from English ancestry and one of the FP. I. 
V.’s, her people having settled in the Old Dominion as early as 1624. © Through the 
Woodsons, with whom she was closely related, she was connected with the noted Jefferson 
and Randolph families. Capt. W. W. Stone, the fifth of their twelve children, was boru in 
Boone county, Mo., July 20, 1840, and received bis initiatory training in a log schoolhouse in 
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Columbia. He afterward fitted himself for the active duties of life in the University of 
Missouri, from which he was graduated in 1509, soon after which he began the study of law. 
When the war broke out he, with the enthusiasm of youth, determined to become a votary of 
Mars, and soon became second lieutenant of a local company, which was afterward attached 
tothe Confederate army. After serving six months he joined another company, and although 
he was at one time captured he succeeded in making his escape, after which he joined the 
Confederate army at Tupelo, Miss., and took service in the quartermaster’s department. In 
December, 1862, he joined the army of General Hindman at Fort Smith, Ark., and while 
participating in the varied fortunes of that command he was, in a few months, made lieuten- 
ant, and was shortly afterward promoted to the rank of captain of company KE, Ninth Mis- 
souri infantry. He was in the battles of Prairie Grove, Ark.; Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, and 
in all the engagements in which General Price participated on his Missouri raid. He did 
much staff duty under the various commanders of the brigade, and surrendered at Shreve- 
port, La., in IS65. After some time Captain Stone’ returned to his old Missouri home, but 
after a very short stay there he came South to Mississippi (1866), and although his finances 
at that time were at a very low ebb, he began merchandising at Greenville in a small way, 
soon after turning his attention to planting, which occupation has received the greater part 
of his attention ever since. That he is admirably fitted for this calling is undoubted, for he 
is now owner of six thousand acres of some of the most valuable and fertile land in the 
state, the twenty-five hundred aeres which are under cultivation being almost wholly cleared 
and improved by himself. This land is in four plantations, all of which are favorably situated 
for agricultural purposes, and show that a man of enterprise and energy has the management 
of affairs. 

Since 1875 he has taken an active interest in polities, and in 1SS82 he was elected to the 
state legislature. So ably did he discharge his duties in this capacity that in 1585 he was 
elected state auditor, the same distinction being conferred upon him in 1889, whieh term will 
expire in 1896, The functions of this office he fills to perfection, for in every detail the most 
perfect arrangement is manifested, showing the workings of an intelligent and well-directed 
mind. Heis efficient, punctual and honorable and uniformly courteous to all with whom he 
comes in contact. He has been many times a delegate to state conventions, and has other- 
wise interested himself in the political affairs of his section. His marriage to Miss Ella 
Holt took place in 1869, she being a daughter of Dr. Holt, of New Orleans, an eminent phy- 
sician and a member of the secession convention of Mississippi. He died in ISSI. To 
Captain and Mrs. Stone a family of nine children haye been born, the following of whom 
are living: Alfred Holt (who is now practicing law in Greenville, Miss.), Annie, Lillian, Ella 
and Aimee. Captain Stone has been quite active in promoting the commercial develoy- 
ment of Greenville, and is a stockholder in several of its most important enterprises. 
Socially he is a member of the A. PF. & A. M., the K. of H., and has been a member of the 
K. of P. He is a member in good standing of the Christian church, while his wife holds to 
the Presbyterian faith. 

The Stonewall Manufacturing company, manufacturers of 4-4 A. A. sheeting, 7-S A. A. 
shirting, C. C. drills, S-oz osnaburgs, carpet warps and yarns, has its extensive cotton mills 
at Stonewall Station, Clarke county, Miss., immediately on the line of the Mobile & Ohio 
railroad, three and a quarter miles south of Enterprise, eighteen miles south of Meridian, and 
eight miles north of Quitman, Miss. The locality is as healthy as the average of this section 
of the state. Women and children compose fully three-fourths of the working foree in the 


mills, very few men being needed, who have to be skilled in cotton manufacturing. Boys and 
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girls from ten to fifteen years old are employed in spinning, dofling, and other light. 
work, which children cau do quite as well as grown people, and are paid usually by the piece, 
and earn from 38 to $12 per month, the average being about 310 at these ages. Boys and girls 
from fifteen to sixteen years do similar work, and earn from S10 to 310 per month. Grown young 
ladies are employed at weaving, spooling, reeling, speeder and warper tending, all light and easy 
work, but requiring skill and close attention, at which they earn from 315 to $25 per month 
according to their capacity, all being paid by the piece. The above prices are for skilled help. 
While learning they are paid less, say85 to SS per month for boys and girls, and 310 per month 
for grown young ladies. It usually requires two to four weeks to learn the work, after which 
they are paid for all they do. A few industrious young ladies earn from $25 to $30 per month. 
The cost of living is low. Rents for houses range from 2 to $7.50 per month, according 
to size of house. A house of two rooms and two fire-places, with gallery, ete., rents for 
$3.25; three rooms and two fire-places, $4.25; four rooms and two fire-places, closets and 
gallery, $5.25 per month. Yards and gardens are neatly fenced in, and all repairs to houses, 
fencing, wells, etc., are done free, and kept in good order. Young ladies can get board in 
private families at SS to 510 per month. A resident physician lives on the place, and is sub- 
ject to call at all times to any member of a family, for which medical services a charge 
of fifty cents per month is made for those only who work in the factory. As the work is 
light and genteel, and inside of a comfortable building, it is specially suitable for women 
and children. 

The morals of the village are as good as those of any place in the South, no drunkenness, 
profanity or other immoral or unbecoming conduct being tolerated. There are two very 
handsome chureh buildings—one Methodist and the other Baptist—both of which have serv- 
ices regularly, and Sunday-schools every Sabbath. There is also a public free school, main- 
tained four months in the year, and occasional private schools in the intervals. The manage- 
ment of the mills is as lenient and conservative as is consistent with good discipline and well- 
established business principles. The mills have been in operation about twenty-two years, 
and have never passed a pay-day without having paid off the operatives in full. The entire 
management and employes are Southern people, and nearly all from the surrounding counties 
in Mississippi and Alabama. The company is under the management of Dr. O. I’. Cawthorn, 
president and treasurer, and T. L. Wainwright, superintendent and secretary. Dr. O. F. 
Cawthorn has been president since May, 1879. He is a man of worth aud the highest order 
of business and executive ability; being the pioneer successful manufacturer of artificial ice, 
and the first to establish a successful electrie light plant in Mobile, Ala. Mr. T. L. Wain- 
wright, youngest son of W. D. and Mary A. Wainwright (nee Taylor), was born in Greene 
county, Miss., November 30, 1851. His parents removed to Washington county, Ala., when 
he was two years old. He grew to manhood in Alabama, and at twenty years of age came to 
Clarke county, Miss., and settled at Stonewall. In youth he attended country schools and at 
twelve years of age went to boardingschools. After attending other schools, he entered a 
special school at Beaver Meadow, Ala., under W. J. White, a graduate of Chapel Hill. Here 
he pursued special branches, viz.: Latin, bookkeeping and civil engineering, for two years. On 
coming to Stonewall he became accountant for the Stonewall Manufacturing company, and 
continued in that capacity until March, 1875, when he became superintendent and secretary 
to succeed Mr. R. N. Taylor, which position he now holds. The mill formerly contained 
thirty-one hundred and sixty-eight spindles and one hundred looms, and the machinery was 
mostly old style and much worn, In IS7), under Dr. Cawthorn’s management, new machinery, 
engine, ete., were added and the mill became a paying investment. Tn 1SS2 its capacity was 
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increased to fifty-nine hundred and fifty-two spindles, and in 1889 it was brought up to 
seventy-three hundred and fifty-six spindles, consuming thirty-five hundred bales of cotton 
annually. About two hundred hands are employed. Steam is the motive power employed 
and wood is used for fuel. The products of the mills are sold chiefly in Nerthern markets: at 
St. Louis, Mo., New York, Philadelphia and in Mobile, Ala., some being exported to South 
America and to China. The capital stock of the company is $200,000.; its annual output 
amounts to $250,000, its pay-roll aggregating 34,000 per month. Ma. Wainwright married 
Miss Rosa Harvey, of Clarke county, Miss., a native of Holmes county, November, 187). 
They have had five children: Cecil, Helen, Ralph, Orville and Zoe. He is a Missionary 
Baptist, a democrat, a member of the Masonic fratermity and a Knight of Honor, while Mrs. 
Wainwright is a Baptist. 

Of the many prominent citizens of Bolivar county who are of foreign birth Edward 
Storm, merchant and planter, Stormville, Miss., stands among the foremost. His birth 
occurred in Prussia, in 1842, and he was the second child born to the marriage of Morris 
Storm, who with his wife resides in Prussia at the present time. Edward Storm came to the 
United States when seventeen years of age to join his elder brother, Samuel, who was located 
at Greenville, Miss. He landed at a point on the Mississippi river where he now resides and 
which has since been called Stormville. This was then a wilderness, but it has since been 
cleared by Mr. Storm, who is now the owner of twelve hundred acres of fine land, with four 
hundred acres under cultivation. He has a gin and sawmill, and in addition to this is inter- 
ested in merchandising, having started this business in 1869. His stock of goods is valued 
at $10,000, and his annual sales bring him about $30,000. In 1862 he enlisted in the Con- 
federate army, Washington cavalry, under Captain Hunt, was captured at Atlanta and paroled 
and exchanged at Natchez at the close of the war. He was married in 1880 to Miss Kuhn, 
of Greenville, Miss., who has borne him four children, all daughters: Frankie, Emelie, Lula 
and Ollie. Mr. Stormis a member of all secret societies. He has always been quite active 
in politics and was elected a member of the board of supervisors, serving as president of that 
body for ten years. He erected his fine residence in the seventies, has a pleasant, comfortable 
home and has the confidence and respect of all. He is postmaster at Stormyille. His brother, 
Saul, was on the steamer Kentucky when it blew up at Columbus, Ark., in 1562, and was 
killed. He was a prosperous merchant at Bolivar. ie 

John C. Stowers, member of Adams county board of supervisors from the fourth district 
and one of the county’s leading planters and stockbreeders, resides on his plantation, Oak- 
land, ten miles north of Natchez, in the house in which he was born, in 1832. His father, 
Caleb Stowers was probably born in the same neighborhood in 1785, and his first marriave 
was to Miss Elizabeth Wade, who was born in Adams county, aud who died there, leaving 
three sons and three daughters: James, John, Abijah, Margaret, Eliza and Emily, all deceased 
except the last named, who is the widow of Col. Richard Parkinson, and now resides in Bow}- 
ing Green, Claiborne county, Miss. In 1826 My. Stowers married Miss Anna M. Montgom- 
ery, mother of the subject, who was born in Concordia parish, La., in 1806. Both spent the last 
years of their life on the farm where John C. now lives. Myr. Stowers was one of the success- 
ful and enterprising planters of Adams county, and at the time of his death, which oceurred 
in 1860, he left a very handsome estate. He enlisted in the War of 1S12, but was not ealled 
into service. He assisted in the capture of Aaron Burr in Jefferson county. Hewas a mem 
ber of the Presbyterian church, and his last wife, who died in 1842, was a member of the 
Methodist church. His father, John Stowers, who was probably born in the Palmetto state, 
was one of the first American settlers of Adams county, where he died a well-to-do planter. 
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He had four sons, all of whom became wealthy planters, viz.: Caleb, Lewis, James and Joseph, 
and three daughters, Louisa, Nancy and Mary, all deceased. Our subject’s maternal 
grandfather, Joseph Montgomery, was a native of Louisiana, it is thought, and he there reared 
a large family and became a wealthy planter. John C. Stowers, subject of this memoir, was 
the third of eight children born to his parents: Amanda (deceased), Joseph, Louisiana, Indi- 
ana and three others who died when small. He received his education in the common schools, 
was early taught the duties of farm life, and in 1861 he joined the Jeff Davis legion as a 
private soldier, serving in the Virginia army in Butler’s division and Hampton’s corps. The 
last two years he was orderly sergeant and fought at Seven Pines, the seven days’ fight around 
Richmond, Sharpsburg, Brandy's Station, Boonsborough, Md.; Fredricksburg, the battles 
around Petersburg, Wilderness and many others until January, 1565, when he was sent South 
and joined Johnston’s army. He fought at Bentonville, N. C.; Raleigh and other places, and 
surrendered with Johnston. He had two horses shot from under hin, but was never wounded 
or captured. After the war he came home on horseback and resumed his farm duties. On 
the 6th of June, 1866, be was united in marriage to Miss Mary Kurtz, a native of Louisville, 
Ky., whose father died when she was an infant and her mother in 1S40, the latter dying from 
injuries received in the tornado that swept over Natchez during that year. She was then 
residing on Natchez island. Mrs. Stowers, being left an orphan, was adopted by a Mrs. Pat- 
terson of Natchez, where she was reared and principally educated. She was afterward a 
teacher of mathematics in Fayette academy. To Mr. and Mrs. Stowers have been born six 
children: Martha C.; John C., Jr.; Samuel P., died in 1889, the day before he would have 
graduated from Jefferson college; John died at the age of four years; Mary P. died at the age 
of nine years, and one died in infancy. Mr. Stowers has spent all his life on the farm 
of his birth, and is the owner of about four thousand acres, one thousand two hundred 
acres being in Louisiana. This is principally the result of his own energy. He does 
not make a specialty of raising cotton, but devotes his attention more to stockraising, 
breeding the Booningle and the Lewis E. Smith horses (trotting stock), Durham cattle 
and Berkshire hogs. He is also a stockholder in the Rosalie cottonmills. He was master 
of the Pine Ridge grange during the existence of that order, and since 1S86 he has been a 
member of Adaras county board of supervisors, having been elected tbree times. He is a 
member of Harmony lodge No. 1, A. F. & A. M., Bluff City lodge No. 1145, Knights of Honor, 
Natchez lodge No. 3, Knights of Pythias, and he is an elder in the Presbyterian church at 
Pine Ridge. Mrs. Stowers is also a prominent member of that church. Mr. Stowers is not 
an aggressive politician but an active worker in local political affairs. He is giving his chil- 
dren the advantages of the best local schools. 

Rey. Joseph Buck Stratton, the pastor of the Presbyterian church of Natchez, Miss., 
comes of good old English stock, and members of his family have been known in the history 
of this country almost since the landing of the Pilgrim fathers. Upon braving the dangers 
of an ocean voyage in a sailing vessel and the unknown horrors and privations of a new and 
unknown country, they settled in New England. John Stratton, one of the early ancestors 
of the immediate subject of this biography, removed to Long Island in 1649 and founded 
East Hampton, after which the family moved to New Jersey, where they lived for many 
years. Nathan Leake Stratton, the father of Rev. Joseph Buek Stratton, was born in Wein 
Jersey, and was there married in the early part of 1815 to Miss Hannah Buck, also a native 
of that state, and for many years after his marriage followed the oceupation of a merchant at 
Bridgeton. He was a man of most estimable character, did much to improve and benefit the 


county in which he lived, and in the year 1862 died very suddenly, mourned by a large circle 
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of friends as well as his immediate family. His wife had passed from life about 1854, both 
_ having been worthy and active members of the Presbyterian church. The maternal ances- 
tors were also English, and Joseph Buck, the grandfather, was an officer in the Revolutionary 

“war, was with Washington at Yorktown and witnessed the surrender of Cornwallis. 
He was in many of the noted battles of that war, and tradition has it that he was a brave 

and intrepid soldier. He afterward became sheriff of his county. Rev. Joseph Buck Strat- 

ton was born in Bridgeton, N. J., December 24, 1815, and in his youth was given educational 

advantages far above the average. After enjoying the advantages of the high school at Law- 

renceville, N. J., he completed his course of study at Princeton college, receiving the degree of 

A. M. in the year 1533. Subsequently he entered upon the study of law, the first two years of 

his study being under Judge L. Q. C. Elmer, of Bridgeton, the remaining two years being 

spent under the able guidance and instruction of Hon. John Sergent, of Philadelphia, Penn. 

In this city he was admitted to the bar in 1837, and there continued to practice until about 1840, 

at which time he joined the Presbyterian church, and in the fall of that year entered the 

theological seminary at Princeton, with the intention of making the ministry his life calling. 

While in this institution his career was characterized by a devotion to his work, and in the 

spring of 1843 he was graduated. He had been invited to take charge of the church at 

Natchez, Miss., which invitation he accepted and in the month of May, 1843, he arrived at 

his destination. He had had no experience in the saving of souls but his heart was in his 

work and he eagerly and hopefully entered upon his duties. In December, 1843, he was 

formally ordained and installed as pastor of the church, and here has been expounding the 

doctrines of his denomination and the principles of Christianity with fervor and zeal for 

nearly half a century. During this time he has been the pastor and the faithful friend 

and adviser of one of the most important Presbyterian churches in the South, and although 

he is now advanced in years he yet shows the fire, life, and eloquence of his younger years. 

His labors in the vineyard of the Lord have nol gone unrewarded, and besides having the 

love, confidence and esteem of his large congregation he has been the means of bringing 

many to the feet of Christ. He has often been urged to take other positions, but has always 

declined and will in all probability end his ministerial career where it began. He has been 

a close student all his life, possesses literary tastes of a high order, and has written largely 

for the periodicals of the day, besides publishing several works on theological subjects. In 

1856 he received the degree of D. D. from his alma mater, Princeton college. © Miss Mary 

L. Smith, a native of Philadelphia, Penn., became his wife in 1S44, but after a married life of 

four years she died, leaving her husband with two small children to care for, their names 

being Sidey V., now a prominent architect in New York city, and Mary, who died in 1863, 

Dr. Stratton’s second marriage took place in 1852, Miss Caroline M. Williams, a native of 

Natchez, Miss., becoming his wife. To them one child was born, whom they named Joseph B. 

He died on the 16th of September, 1888S, having been married to Miss Ruth A. Britton, by 

whom he had three children. ~ 

H. M. Street, of Meridian, Miss., was born in Moore county, N. C. His parents, Don- 

ald Street and Lydia McBryde, were natives of the same county. His grandfather, 
Richard Street, was a native of Virginia, and moved with his parents, Richard Street and 
Elizabeth Clapton, to North Carolina, where he married Ann MeQueen, who came over from 
Scotland when quite young with her father, Murdoch McQueen. Donald Street was a farmer. 
While in North Carolina he represented his county in the legislature and tilled other places 
of trust. His wife, Lydia, was the daughter of Hon. Archibald MeBryde, a native of Seot- 
land. He came to America in early manhood and married Lydia Ramsey, of Chatham 
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county, N. C. He was a large planter and a lawyer of ability, and represented his district 
in congress. H. M. Street was educated at Carthage academy, a high school in his native 
county, and in his early days devoted himself to agriculture. He came with his father to 
Mississippi in 1853, and settled in Tishomingo county. He enlisted in the Confederate army 
in 1861, and remained in the service until the final surrender. He was elected in 1869 to 
represent Tishomingo county in the legislature. In response to the wishes of his constitu- 
ents he secured the passage of a bill dividing his county, putting himself in the new county 
of Prentiss, which he represented for five successive terms. During this time he was twice 
elected speaker of the house of representatives. In 1882 he removed to Meridian, and in 
1889 was elected to the legislature from Lauderdale county. He prepared the bill calling 
the constitutional convention which met at Jackson, August 12, 1590. He was elected one 
of the three delegates from Lauderdale county, and assisted in framing the present constitu- 
tion of the state. He has been nominated by the democrats for re-election to the legislature. 
The election takes place in November, 1S91, and the nomination is considered equivalent to 
an election. He has been engaged for the past seventeen years in the fire insurance business, 
and for several years has had general charge of the interests in Louisiana and Mississippi of 
the Phenix Insurance company, of Brooklyn, N. Y. He is a director in the Citizens’ bank, 
and identified with other interests. He is a Presbyterian, a member of the Masonic frater- 
nity and of the Knights of Honor. In 1858 he married Miss Charlotte Prindle, by whom he 
has five children living: Charles Richard, Albert Jackson, Bessie Lee, Ethel McQueen and 
Lottie Prentiss. His sons both reside in Chicago. In 1887 he married for his second wife 
Miss Charlotte Ryder, a first cousin of his first wife. Richard Street, a brother of our sub- 
ject, was killed in battle in front of Atlanta, July 22, 1564. He was a member of the Thirty- 
second Mississippi regiment, Lowry’s brigade of Cleburne’s division. H. M. Street was 
named in honor of his great-uncle, Hugh McQueen, once attorney-general of North Carolina, 
and afterward a resident of Texas. 

Maj. William M. Strickland, of Holly Springs, Marshall county, Miss., is a native of 
North Carolina. He came to the state with his father, Matthew Strickland, who settled in 
Panola county, in January, 1887. Major Strickland is recognized as one of the prominent 
citizens and leading lawyers of north Mississippi. He is well informed upon all subjects 
connected with agriculture, the principal industry of the state, and has engaged actively, 
as a democrat, in every political campaign since the war. He has never been an aspirant 
for office, but has acted upon the maxim, that the post of honor is the private station. 

Thomas H, C. Strong, planter, Batesville, Miss. In Monroe county, Miss., on June 1, 
1844, there was born to the union of Gen. Elisha and Ann 8, (Hill) Strong, a son, whom they 
named Thomas H. C. The latter was the fifth of six children and passed his boyhood days 
in his native state. He was a student in the University of Alabama, at Tuscaloosa, when the 
struggle between the North and South began, but he laid aside his books and in 1S61 
enlisted in company K,Second Mississippi battalion, with which he remained two years. He 
was then changed to Armstead’s regiment, company I, and remained with the same until 
peace was declared. He enlisted as an orderly sergeant, but in 1863, at the battle of 
Lafayette, Ga., he was made lieutenant for gallantry on the field. He afterward served 
as captain for two years and was in the following engagements: Manassas, Cedar Creek, 
Leesburg, Harper’s Ferry, Sharpsburg, Frederick City, South Mountain, Marietta, Resaca, 
Atlanta, Lafayette, Rome, Spanish Fort, Blakely, Oxford, Gadsden, Whistler and Mobile. 
He was slightly wounded in the foot by a shell at Sharpsburg, but was not disabled from 
service. He was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., about one month after General Lee surrendered, 
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Mr. Strong then returned to his home, engaged in merchandising for two years, and then 
started out as a planter, which pursuit he has since continued. He is the owner of four 
thousand acres of land, one thousand three hundred and seventy-five acres under cultivation, 
and he is now one of the largest planters of the county. Besides his landed interests he with 
a company erected a large warehouse at Aberdeen, Miss., covering one and one-quarter 
acres of land, and at a cost of $14,000. He was married in 1867 to Miss Susan A. Strong, a 
native of Georgia, as were also her parents, Charles and Adaline (Kennon) Strong, and to this 
union have been born five children, two living: Charles and Leila. Mr.Strong and family hold 
membership in the Methodist church, and are highly esteemed in the county. Mr. Strong is 
a member of the Masonic fraternity and a member of the Knights of Honor. In politics he 
affiliates with the democratic party. He is one of the county’s substantial citizens, and is 
ever ready to give his weight to any enterprise that will assist the same. His parents were 
both natives of Georgia, and the father was a very extensive-and wealthy planter. He was 
the owner of a great many slaves prior to the war. He came to Mississippi in 1835 and 
died in 1878. His wife, who was also a native of Georgia, died in 1878. The father was 
quite a noted military character, having served as colonel in the War of 1812, and was also gen- 
eral of the state troops. The paternal grandparents, Charles and Sarah (Thompson) Strong, 
were natives of the Old Dominion. The grandfather wasin the Revolutionary war with General 
Washington and was present at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. The maternal grand- 
parents, Thomas and Sallie (McGehee) Hill, were born in Georgia. 

Edward Stuart is one of the pioneers of Coahoma county, Miss., but was born in Russell- 
ville, Ala., April 13, 1823, the eldest of seven children born to Samuel D. and Elizabeth 
(Louis) Stuart, the former of whom was born in North Carolina and the latter in Tennessee. 
The father was a wheelwright and spent the most of his life in Alabama and Tennessee, 
dying in the latter state in 1849. His father was a Scotchman, who came to America from 
his native land and made his home in the Old North state. Edward Stuart was reared in 
raiddle Tennessee and was educated in a private school. At the age of twenty-three, or in 
1845, he was married to Miss Winnie A. Baugh, whose birth occurred in the Old Dominion, 
of which state her parents, William and Sarah (Cheatham) Baugh, were also natives. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart a family of seven children have been born, six of whom are now living: 
Mary E., Martha A., Emma G., Lou Lee D., William E. and John H. At the age of nine- 
teen years Mr. Stuart began to make his own way in the world, and for twelve years worked 
in a wagon and carriage shop in Fayette county, Tenn., at the end of which time he engaged 
in the lumber business, continuing for eight years. He then came to Coahoma county, 
Miss., and here commenced his mercantile career, which he has continued with suecess up to 
the present time. In connection with this he has planted to some extent, and is now the, 
owner of a good residence and his place of business in Lyons, his stock of general merchan- 
dise being valued at about $4,000. He is also the owner of some real estate in Shufordsville, 
Miss., and has always been found to be a safe and reliable man of business. He is an active 
and devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which he has held the position of 
steward for some time. Although he has lived a quiet and peaceful life, his career has been 
one of honor and usefulness, and when called upon to serve in any publie capacity he has 
shown sound judgment and an earnest desire to discharge every duty faithfully and well. 
He has been a member of the board of supervisors, and in this capacity won the respect and 
esteem of all, for he evinced a thorough knowledge of county affairs, and his desire to make 
Coahoma one of the leading counties of the state was undoubted. He is well informed on 
general topics, and in his modest and unassuming way endeavors at all times to do his duty. 
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During his long residence in the county naught has ever been said derogatory to his honor, 
and for his many estimable qualities he has many warm personal friends. He has done his 
part in conyerting the wilderness into productive fields of cotton, and no more worthy 
pioneer can be found in the county. 

Col. William R. Stuart, an old resident of Ocean Springs, Miss., is entitled to distine- 
tion as the chief promoter of pecan culture in the South. He is a plain, unpretentious man, 
with strong convictions of right and wrong. Politically he atfiliates with the democratic 
party. He has been prominent in public affairs, and was a member of the Louisiana consti- 
tutional convention of 1852. He was born near Centreville, Kent county, Md., November 15, 
-1820, a son of William R. and Ariana (Frazier) Stuart. His paternal and maternal grand- 
fathers were both natives of Scotland, and early settlers in Maryland. In that state Mr. 
Stuart was reared, and there he remained until he was twenty years of age. In 1840 he 
came down the river from Wheeling, Va., during which journey he made the acquaintance of 
Col. Nolan Stewart, who resided in Baton Rouge, La. At the invitation of Colonel Stewart, 
who had taken a fancy to the young man, Mr. Stuart visited him, and remained with him 
between two and three years. During that period he received some excellent commercial 
training, and when he left the Colonel was well equipped for the struggle of life. He went 
to New Orleans, and embarked in the sugar business, and also did some trading in cotton. 
He conducted this business until 1$71, and then came to Ocean Springs, Miss. While a 
resident of Louisiana he owned a fine plantation. Since coming to Mississippi he has done 
much to improve the breeds of livestock in this state, and has given a great impetus to the 
culture of the pecan tree. He sells plants and seeds from Maryland to California, and in 
Jamaica and Australia. He has fifty acres of trees, and in an excellent paper read before the 
executive committee of the Mississippi horticultural society, he gives an interesting bit of his 
experience. He says: “Pecan culture is my hobby. When I was fifty-six I bought the 
largest and best paper-shell pecans I could find, paying $1 per pound for them, and planted 
the nuts. When sixty-eight I sold 3305 worth of peeans; when sixty-nine, I sold $700 
worth. ‘This year I will get $1,500 to $2,000 from the sale of my young trees and uuts. 
Pecaus have off years. A planter putting out five hundred trees in a grove, ought to plant 
one hundred trees every year, then he will have plenty of pecans every year.”’ The Atlanta 
Constitution said of him recently: “Mr. W. R. Stuart, of Ocean Springs, Miss., is the father 
of pecan culture in the South. ‘I began,’ said he, ‘at fifty-six years of age. Iam now 
seventy-one, and make more money out of pecans than I do out of cotton. The young men 
of the South ought to think of this. There is unlimited money in pecan culture in the South, 
and I am anxious to see our people plant pecan trees just as they do apple or peach trees. 
They will make the South rich.’ ” 

The report of the secretary of agriculture for 1890 contains a full-page illustration 
of Colonel Stuart and his pecan orchard and makes complimentary mention of his enterprise: 


The Hickoria pecan is one of the best of all nuts, andis found wild only in North America. Itabounds in 
the rich river and creek bottom lands of the Mississippi valley, especially in Texas, Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi, Indian territory, Arkansas and Missouri. Even as farnorthas southeastern lowa it grows wild: but 
the region of protitable culture does not probably exteud so far north as the other species of the hickory fam- 
ily. In the Gulf states is found the best climate for this nut, and already there are considerable orchards of it 
planted there, [tis needless to expect success in poor soil, for like all nut trees the pecan grows to the 
greatest perfection in rich, moist alluvium. Many of the lands subject to periodical tloods alone the 
Mississippi river and tributary streams might be planted to the pecan with great profit. Once well estab- 
lished, these orchards in rich bottoms would yield large quantities of the very best nuts, and would not be 
injured by the floods, which usually occur long before the time of gathering the crop. There is great 
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variation in the nuts as to size, shape, thickness of shell, and quality of the kernel. The illustration 
plate 1, fig. 1, shows the character of the ordinary wild nut: and tig. 2, the large, choice, wild nuts sent to 
market. Fig. 3 is a very choice variety named Stuart, in honor of the originator, Col. W. R. Stuart, 
Ocean Springs, Miss. This is one of the largest and best in quality and thinnest shelled of any that I 
have yet examined. Fig. 4 represents another variety by the same originator, named Van Deman by him, 
asa compliment to myself. Tt is also very large, and thin shelled. Either of these varieties can be 
crushed in the hand. Fig. 5 is a cut of a choice variety received from Louis Biediger, of Idlewild, 
Tex., and named Idlewild by me, as T thought it well worthy of propagation under a distinct name. 
A very choice variety is also shown in tig. 6 which was obtained from E. E. Risien, of San Saba, Tex. 
Distinct differences will be noticed in the shape of the varieties, and these are only a few of a large num- 
ber of choice kinds which have been sent to this office. Tt is only just to mention that in addition 
to the above the following persons have large and delicious pecans, which it will pay any one who con- 
templates growing this nut to procure: T. V. Munson, Denison, Tex.; O. D. Faust, Bamburg, 5. C.; 
B. M. Young, Morgan City, La.: Arthur Brown, Bagdad, Fla. The illustration on plate 2 is of a tree 
thirteen years old, on the farm of Col. W. R. Stuart, of Ocean Springs, Miss., and shows the typical size 
and shape of a pecan tree grown in the open field. It has been bearing for three years past. 


Dr. W. W. Stuart, physician, Clarksdale, Miss., for many years a leading physician at 
Clarksdale, Coahoma county, Miss., was the second of seven children born to Enoch and Ann 
(McNeill) Stuart, his birth occurring in North Carolina in 1835. The parents were also 
natives of North Carolina and the father followed the occupation of a farmer the principal 
part of his life. The elder Stuart moved to west Tennessee in 1839, and from there to 
Coahoma county, Miss., in 1856, receiving his final summons there in 1864. Upon coming to 
Coahoma county he settled in the eastern part, opened a farm, and was among the early 
pioneers, the country being at that time wild and unsettled. The mother died in Tennessee 
in 1849. Both were consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Dr. Stuart 
passed his boyhood and youth in west Tennessee and was well educated at La Grange, of that 
state. In 1856 he began the study of medicine, and attended lectures at Cincinnati, Olio, 
graduating in 1858. In 1859 he began practicing in the vicinity of what is now Clarksdale, 
and has been in constant practice here since. He ranks among the oldest physicians (in 
practice) of Coahoma county, and has been identified with the section of country in the vicinity 
of Clarksdale since his early manhood. He is of studious habits, is highly esteemed in the 
community and has always had a large and lucrative practice. Several years ago he opened 
a drug store at Lyons, this county, and though not giving it his personal supervision, still 
conducts the business here. He has a good store and a fair share of the trade. He is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, Shufordsville lodge, and is a member of the Knights of Honor. 
He is also a member of the National Association.of Railway Surgeons, and health ofticer of his 
county. Dr. Stuart is of medium stature, with fair complexion, and has dark hair, eyes and 
beard. 

Marlen Stubblefield, one of the leading agriculturists of the farming community of Ben- 
ton, Yazoo county, was born in Dallas county, Ala., in ISIS, andis asonof William H. and 
Agnes (Etherage) Stubblefield, natives of the state of Georgia. The father came to Yazoo 
county, Miss., in 1832, and settled seven miles east of Benton on a quarter section of land, 
where he spent the remainder of his days. He was very successful in his farming, and at one 
time owned ten thousand acres of land in this county. He died in 1858, and his wife died in 
1826. He married a second time, and this wife lived until 1883. He was the father of six 
children, five of whom are living: Marlen, the subject of this notice; W. Henry, ex-sheriff of 
Yazoo county; Stephen, who lives in Texas; David, a farmer of this county: and Simon, a son 
of the secon marriage, who lives on the old homestead. Mr. Stubblefield came to Yazoo 


county with his parents at the age of thirteen years, and grew up amid the scenes of 
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pioneer life. At the age of twenty-four years he bade farewell to his father’s home, and 
started out in the world for himself. He was first employed as overseer and manager of plan- 
tations, and by economy and good management he succeeded in saving money to invest for 
“himself. He purchased cight hundred acres of land and four negroes. At the breaking out of 
the Civil war he owned twenty-five slaves and stock enough to work the whole farm. He 
raised all the meat and provisions, and all the supplies that could be home-made. During 
the war he was in the home militia, being first lieutenant of cavalry. At the close of the war 
he resumed his agricultural pursuits. For the past eight years he has lived on his present 
farm; it consists of three hundred and twenty acres, but he has owned as high as fifteen hun- 
dred acres of land, which he has divided among his children. He has always taken an active 
part in the political affairs, and has ever been an ardent supporter of home industries. He 
was married August 3, 1847, to Miss Elmira McCormick, a daughter of John C. and Sarah 
(Dukes) McCormick, natives of Georgia. Three children have been born of this marriage 
who have lived to mature years, and three died in infancy. William Heury is a farmer in 
this county, Fountain B., resides at home, and Wyech F. lives at Benton. Mr. Stubblefield 
is a member of the Masonic order, and of the Farmers’ Alliance. He and his wife belong to 
the Baptist church, and the sons are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. He isa 
man of more than ordinary experience, and is well informed on all the topics of the day. 
He has been identified with the growth and development of the county, and has contributed 
liberally of his means to all charitable purposes. 

Thomas B. Stubbs was born in the state of Georgia, February 20, 1820, and is a son of 
Thomas B. and Catherine P. Stubbs, also natives of Georgia. His father was a merchant 
aud planter, and before the war was possessed of great wealth. He died in 1863, at the age 
of seventy-four years, and his wife passed away in 1867. Both were buried in the family 
graveyard in Tippah county, Miss. Thomas B., Jr., is the third child and the first son of a 
family of fourteen. He came to Mississippi in 1841, and embarked in the mercantile trade 
at Holly Springs; he remained there about a year, taking his stock at the end of that time to 
Pontotoc, where he was but a short time; thence he moved to Carrollville, where he carried 
on both a mercantile and agricultural business until 1871. In that year he located in Bald- 
wyn, Lee county, and has devoted his time and attention to commercial interests. For four- 
teen years he has been postmaster, and has made a faithful and efficient officer. In August, 
1852, he was married to Miss Virginia L. Marks, a native of Virginia, born August 3, 1827, 
and a daughter of Lewis L. and Mary Marks. Eight children have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Stubbs: Sarah E.; Thomas F., who married Miss Mollie Elliott; Catherine P., deceased; 
Mary L., wife of Robert KE. McKinney; Edward P.; M. E., deceased; Rozelia D., deceased, 
and Charles H. Mr. Stubbs is a democrat, but has never aspired to public office. His first 
vote for president was cast for General Harrison. He is a Mason of high degree, and belongs 
to the Methodist Episcopal chureh. Mrs. Stubbs, Sarah E. and Mary lL. are members of 
the Christian church, while Thomas F. is a Baptist. The war played as serious havoe with 
Mr. Stubbs’ fortunes as it did with so many others, but by energetic effort he has succeeded in 
regaining a portion of his property. He is an advocate of all enterprises that tend to the 
elevation of the masses, and the progress and growth of the country. 

Capt. Zacheus P. Stutts, Yazoo City, Yazoo county, Miss., is the youngest of a family of 
five children, born November 23, 1835, to Henry and Elizabeth (Burroughs) Stutts, natives of 
North Carolina. The father was a wealthy planter: he died in 1852, and his wife passed 
away in IS4S. The paternal grandparents were Jacob and Frances Stutts, of Pennsylvania. 
The maternal grandfather, Zacheus Burroughs, a very wealthy planter, was a native of North 
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Carolina. Our subject was reared and educated in the place where he was born, Moore 
county, N. C., and was trained to the business of planting; he has always followed this voca- 
tion, and is the owner of five hundred acres, two hundred being under cultivation. He also 
owns an interest in three thousand two hundred and eighty acres known as Tyrone plantation. 
He has been twice married: October 26, 1856, he was united to Mrs. R. L. Pruitt, of Ala- 
bama; July 13, 1SS6, he married Miss Josie V. Carter, of Mississippi, a daughter of R. N. 
and Elizabeth Carter, natives of Alabama. In 1862 he raised a company of cavalry, of which 
he was chosen captain; he held this position until 1864, when he was compelled to resign on 
account of ill health. In 1861 he had volunteered his services to his country but was refused 
admittance to the army, on account of disability. In his political opiuions he adheres to the 
principles of the democratic party, with whose action he has been prominently connected in 
this county. He was twice elected a member of the board of supervisors, in 1887 and 
1889, and made president of the board both times. He is now a candidate for the state 
legislature, and bids fair to win in the race, having received the nomination by a large 
majority over all his opponents. He and his wife are members of the Missionary Baptist 
church, and he belongs to the Masonic fraternity. He has been a stanch supporter of home 
enterprises, and has been a telling factor in the development of the county. He is honored 
and respected as a citizen, is kind, hospitable, and obliging as a neighbor, and an ornament 
to his community. 

John A. Suddoth, mayor of Clarksdale and secretary and treasurer of the Clarksdale 
Compress and Warehouse company, is a native-born resident of Mississippi, his birth occur- 
ring in Chickasaw county in 1849. He was the eldest in a family of seven children born to 
John O. and Mildred (Taliaferro) Suddoth, the former a native of the Old Dominion and the 
latter of South Carolina. The father emigrated to the state of Mississippi at an early day and 
eugaged in merchandising at Houston, Chickasaw county. In 1859 he came to Friar’s Point, 
opened a store and became a most extensive merchant, continuing in trade until his death in 
1865. He was an active citizen, and in his personal appearance was rather tall, with auburn 
hair and brown eyes. His people were among the prominent families of Virginia and other 
members of this family are now residing in Coahoma county. The mother died in ISSS. 
Both were members of the Baptist church. John A. Suddoth was ten years of age when he 
came to Coahoma county, and as his educational advantages during youth were rather limited 
he is mainly self educated. He began clerking at an early age and followed this for a long 
time, continuing the same occupation after coming to Clarksdale in 1873. In 1878 he began 
business for himself and carried this on until early in 1S90. In 1880 he was appointed the 
first mayor of Clarksdale, and so ably and well has he filled that position that he has been 
re-elected each successive year. By his marriage, which occurred in 1880, to Miss Ruby Miles, 
a native of Mississippi and a niece of Governor Aleorn, Mr. Suddoth became the father of 
four children: Ittaline, Gertrude, Marie and Norwood. He has been quite active in politics 
and was a member of the board of supervisors of Coahoma county from 1S7S to ISSI, being 
for two years president of that body. He is one of the leading and public-spirited citizens 
of Clarksdale. In all enterprises that promise to contribute to the good of Clarksdale or 
Coahoma county Mr. Suddoth may be counted on to take a leading part. In ISS9 he was 
one of the organizers of the Compress and Warehouse company, and be was then elected sec- 
retary and treasurer of that corporation. He is the president of the Clarksdale Building and 
Loan association, and is a stockholder in the Clarksdale Bank and ‘Trust company. He is the 
owner of considerable city property. 

John TL, Sullivan, Greenwood, Miss. The subject of this notice is a native of Missis- 
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sippi, and was born November 14, 1864, in Calhoun county. His father, Jesse S. Sullivan, 
was also anative of Mississippi, born about the year 1817; he married M. C. Baily, a daughter 
of Samuel Baily, and also a native of Mississippi. The father died about 1867, when John 
was yet a small boy; the mother is still living. John L. Sullivan is one of a family of five 
sons and one daughter. He spent his youth in Tallahatchie county, where he received a fair 
business education. In January, 1881, he came to Le Flore county. In 1888, although he had 
been a resident of the county but two years, he was appointed to the responsible position of 
deputy sheriff, serving under Mr. Terry and Captain Bashet. He did a large portion of the 
office work, and became familiar with all the details of the business. At the general election 
in 1889 he was elected sheriff of the county, and has filled the office with great credit to 
himself, and to the entire satisfaction of his constituency. He is a candidate for re-election, 
and will in all probability sueceed himself. When he came to the county he was a poor boy, 
his only capital being that with which nature had invested him. He has, however, used that 
to the best advantage, and has made his way to a position of influence in the county. Mr. 
Sullivan was united in marriage in Le Flore county, November 27, 1858, to Miss Ella O. 
Lueas, a native of Grenada, Miss., and a daughter of John O. Lucas, now deceased. Mr. 
Sullivan is said to be the youngest sheriff in the state of Mississippi, and is a member of the 
Association of Sheriffs of Mississippi, of which he is secretary, and of which A. E. Anderson, 
sheriff of Sunflower county, is president. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias, and 
of the Knights of Honor. He is a young man of unusual qualifications, and extraordinary 
business talent. He is possessed of sterling traits of character, and there is little that may 
not be anticipated for a man who has made so striking a record so early in life. 

Jacob Sumrall, a prominent farmer and miller of Clarke county, was born in that county 
November 2S, 1835, the eldest of six children of Elisha Woods and Margaret (Watts) Sum- 
rall. His father was born while his parents were en route from North Carolina to Tennessee, 
in 1509, a son of Levi and Agnes (Gibson) Sumrall. He was reared to farm life, and in 
1832 settled with his parents in Clarke county, the father dying in that county in 1549. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sumrall were married in 1830, the mother having been a daughter of James and 
Nancy Watts. Her father was a native of South Carolina who moved to Georgia; her 
mother, born in South Carolina, came with her parents to Mississippi at an early day, locat- 
ing in Wayne county. There Mrs. Margaret Sumrall was born in 1815, and there married 
at the age of fifteen years. Mr. Watts was a planter all his life, and lived in Clarke county 
from 1886 to 1862, when he died, his wife having died the previous year. The father of our 
subject died in 1849. He was a life-long member, and from 1541 to the time of his death 
Was a minister of the Baptist church. His mother is still living at the age of seventy-six, 
making her home with Jacob Sumrall. The six children born to this union were: Jacob, 
Nancy, Elisha, Elijah, John and James. Of these John, Jacob and James are living. Their 
maternal grandfather, James Watts, served in the Indian war. Mr. Sumrall was reared aud 
educated in Clarke county. He entered the employ of the Mobile & Ohio Railroad company 
at the age of eighteen, remaining with that corporation twenty-one years, becoming one of 
their most trusted and popular conductors. In 1875 he resigned this position and was then 
engaged in farming and in the manufacture of turpentine until ISSS8. In 1890 he estab- 


lished a saw, gin and gristmill. He began to buy land in 1856 and gradually added to his 


1g 

5D 

possessions, until he is now the owner of about one thousand acres in Clarke county, about 

one-tenth of which is under cultivation. He is also largely interested in stockraising. In 
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1856 he married Mary, a daughter of Thomas and Lucinda (Raspberry) Sumrall, who were 


old residents in Clarke county, their grandparents having been pioneers in this state, Mrs, 
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Sumrall was born in this county in 1837. She has presented her husband with seven chil- 
dren: Melissa E., now Mrs. Rogers, of this county; Gehu, a resident of Texas; Rufus W., 
of Clarke county; Grace K., now Mrs. Meeks, also a resident of Clarke county; Milton B., 
Jerusha and Laura, who are living at home. Mrs. Sumrall is a member and her family are 
attendants upon the services of the Baptist church. Mr. Sumrall is a successful, selfmade 
man, who, while acquiring a competency for himself, has been liberal in his aid to all general 
interests. His public spirit is proverbial. Politically he is a democrat, a member of the 
Masonic order, also of the county fair committee, upon which he is active and influential. 
James Surget, planter and fine stockbreeder, in Adams county, Miss., is the son of 
James and Catherine (Lintot) Surget. The father was born in Baton Rouge, La., in 1785, 
and the same year he was brought by his parents to Adams county, where he spent the bal- 
ance of his days as a very successful planter, accumulating all his property by push, economy 
and industry. He became quite wealthy. His death occurred in 1855. His wife, who was 
born in Adams county, died in 1835. She was the daughter of William Lintot, a native of 
Connecticut, in which state he married Miss Grace Mansfield, also a native of Connecticut. 
They came to Adams county at a very early day, passed through all the hardships of pioneer 
life and passed the closing scenes of their life here. He was a well-to-do planter. Peter 
Surget, the grandfather of our subject, was a native of Rochelle, France, and while a young 
man came to New York, where he married Mrs. Catherine Hubbard. While there Mr. Sur- 
get was engaged in merchandising, trading with the West India islands. He afterward 
removed to Baton Rouge and from there, in 1755, he came to Adams county, where his death 
occurred in 1796. He was a man possessed of indefatigable will power, energy and industry. 
He was thoroughgoing and a very successful business man, as well as a shrewd trader. He 
was the father of six sons and five daughters: Peter, Jacob, Frank, William, Charles, 
James (father of our subject), Mrs. Jane White, Mrs. Stocker, Frances, Mrs. Catherine Char- 
lotte Bingaman and Catharine Pihnon. Several of these sous becaine successful pianters. 
James Surget, Jr., was born in Adams county, in 1837, and was the second of three children— 
a.son and two daughters. One of the daughters died in infancy and the other, Mrs. Kate 8. 
Minor, is the widow of the late John Minor, who was born at the old Concord, or Governor 
Gayoso place, near Natchez, in 1831. The latter was educated at Natchez and later gradu- 
ated from Princeton college. He was married in 1855 and spent the remainder of his days 
in Adams county as a prominent planter and stockbreeder. He resided at Oakland, near 
Natchez, but at the time of his death, which occurred in 1869, he was in New York, 
whither he had gone for his health. He was a son of William J. Minor, who was a son of 
Don Steven Minor, who was prominent in the Spanish times of Mississippi (see sketch). 
James Surget was educated in Adams county, and at an early age was left a handsome prop- 
erty by his father. This he has since managed with success, owning two fine plantations in 
Louisiana, viz.: Ashley and Waterloo, and four in Adams county, viz.: Featherland, in part; 
Cherry Grove, the home place, eight miles southeast of Natchez; Liunwood and Rokeby. For 
twenty years or more Mr. Surget has been extensively and successfully engaged in the 
breeding of fine stock, thoroughbred running horses, perhaps the best in the state, also Ayer- 
shire and Devon cattle, Southdown sheep and Essex hogs. One of his plantations he devotes 
almost wholly to the breeding and raising of stock. He was married in 1873 to Miss Cath- 
arine Boyd, a native of Adams county, and a lady possessed of all the qualities that make a 
cultured and noble woman. She was the daughter of the late Judge 8. S. Boyd, a native of 
Portland, Me., where he remained until a young man. He then came to Natchez and was 
there married to Miss Catherine C. Wilkins, a native of Adams county and still a resident of 
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Natchez. She is an aecomplished and refined lady. Judge Boyd was a lawyer of great 
ability and of widespread reputation. In his death the state lost one of its brightest legal 
lights. 

Capt. Micajah Surratt (deceased) was a prominent lawyer, a prosperous merchant and 
a very successful farmer, of Prentiss county, Miss. He was born in Alabama, graduated from 
the North’ Bend, Indiana, school, and became the husband of Miss Amanda Surrell, a native 
of Georgia. They became the parents of one child, Thomas, who was killed in war. Mr. 
Surratt was elected to the legislature from Tishomingo county a number of terms, before the 
war. He was a secessionist, and when the war came he volunteered in the spring of IS61 as 
a private in the Second Mississippi regiment infantry, under Colonel Faulkner, and B. B. 
Boone as lieutenant-colonel. He was promoted in the latter part of 1861 to regimental 
quartermaster, and continued to serve in that capacity until the surrender. He was in the 
campaign of Virginia, and was a true man to the cause he fought so bravely to defend, hold- 
ing the love and esteem of all by his many noble qualities of mind and heart. After the 
war he was appointed express agent at Booneville for the Mobile & Ohio railroad, and at the 
same time carried on a large merchandising business in that place. He was also quite deeply 
interested in agricultural pursuits in Prentiss county. He practiced law before the war, but 
after that eventful period abandoned it, preferring to pass the remainder of his days as a 
planter and merchant. His death occurred on his farm in Prentiss county and he was interred 
at Booneville. Mrs. Surratt is still living, and resides with her sister, Mrs. Fannie Cobb, near 
Athens, Clarke county, Ga. She isa member of the Methodist church, and he also held 
membership in the same. Mr. Surratt was a distant relative of Mrs. Surratt, who was hanged 
for conspiracy in the assassination of President Lincoln. Mr. Surratt reared a uumber of 
homeless children, and was one of the kindest and most hospitable of men. His doors were 
ever open to the distressed and needy, and a warm welcome was accorded to one and all. 

Samuel R. Swain is a South Carolinian, born in 1838, but since his heyhood he has been 
a resident of the state of Mississippi. His father, William B. Swain, was born in the Pal- 
metto state in IST], was a planter by occupation and followed this ealling in Mississippi and 
Texas, moving to the last named state in 1871, passing from life in Hunt county in 187. 
His wife was formerly Miss Susan Williams, of South Carolina, and two years prior to the 
death of her husband was called to her long home. The paternal grandmother was a Miss 
Ray, a native of Ireland, and the maternal grandfather was John B. Williams, of Scotland, 
who became a planter after becoming a subject of Uncle Sam. The wife of the latter was 
Drucilla Johnson, also of Seotland. In the common schools of the state of Mississippi Sam- 
uel R. Swain was educated, and in the year 1863 began an independent career. Being a 
warm supporter of the Confederate cause, he, with youth’s enthusiasm, enlisted in company 
D, First Mississippi light artillery, afterward participating in the battle and siege of Vicks- 
burg, the engavements at Mobile and Pensacola, and a number of skirmishes. He was mar- 
ried in 1560 to Miss Harriet A. Sales, a native of South Carolina, and a daughter of William 
M. Sales, also of that state, whose wife was Janes A. Guftin. To Mr. and Mrs. Swain a fam- 
ily of six children were born: William B., Mary Ray, Jennie Olivia, Nettie Arthur, Alonzo 
Paul and Sally. Mr. Swain has devoted his life to the occupation of planting, and now owns 
a half interest in six thousand three hundred acres of land, two thousand acres of which are 
under cultivation, and one thousand five hundred acres in woodland. On Walnut bayou he 
has one thousand four hundred acres of land, and of this one thousand and fifty acres are 
cultivated, three hundred and fifty aeres being woodland. Mr. Swain is anu excellent finan- 
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calling in every particular, and, as a reward, is in affluent circumstances. He is much 
esteemed by all his acquaintances, and is especially liked by his farm hands. In the oceupa- 
tion of planting he is connected with Capt. W. W. Stone, the present auditor of the state of 
Mississippi, and on their largest plantation they principally employ convict labor. Mr. Swain 
is an affable and pleasant gentleman, and as a conversationalist is intelligent and enter- 
taining. 

Henry Clay Swayze, planter and stockraiser residing on Fairview plantation, is a descend- 
ant of old and honored families on both sides of the house. He was born near Kingston, Miss., 
in 1830, and his father, Solomon Swayze, was born in the same neighborhood on July 4, 1777. 
Solomon was married, in 1825, to May Custard (née Boyd), a native of North Carolina, born 
on May 3, 1792, and they passed the closing scenes of their lives in Kingston neighborhood, 
Mr. Swayze dying on September 7, 1833, and his wife in 1854. Mr. Swayze was the first 
American child born in the settlement. He was educated at home, and although he started 
out for himself with limited means he became quite a wealthy planter. He was the son of 
Richard Swayze, who came from New Jersey with a brother, Samuel, in 1772 and a colony of 
about thirty families settled on the Mandamus grant, which consisted of about twenty-five 
thousand acres, made by the English government to Capt. John Ogden. Samuel Swayze was a 
local Congregational minister and an active and prominent man. They left many descendants, 
and at one time there were twenty of the Swayzes in Kingston precinct. Grandfather Boyd 
came with his family from Tennessee down the river on a flatboat and settled on what is known 
as Boyd’s lake, near Hutchins’ landing, where Mr. Boyd became quite an extensive planter and 
where he probably spent his last days. Solomon Swayze was married twice, first to Elizabeth 
Carter, who was of the colony, and two children were born of this marriage: Richard and 
William Swayze; and his second marriage was to the mother of our subject, who had also been 
previously married to Morris Custard, who was one of the Swayze colony too. Henry Clay 
Swayze is the vouugest of three sons living: Benjamin F., a planter of Wilkinson county, and 
Alexander Montgomery, a planter of Adams county. Henry Clay secured a fair education in 
Brighton, Adams county and was married in 1861, to Miss Catherine I., daughter of Hardy 
and Missouri (Thomas) Lajourner, the father born in the Palmetto state and the mother in 
Tennessee. Mr. Lajourner was a brickmason by trade, and also followed the occupation of a 

-planter. He left four sons and four daughters, his daughter Catherine having been born in 
Adams county. ToMr. and Mrs. Swayze and wife were born twelve children, six sons and 
three daughters now living. For fifty years Mr. Swayze has lived on the old Mandamus 
plantation, and now has five hundred and thirty-three acres, with about four hundred and fifty 
acres cleared. He has been a member of the A. F. & A. M. fraternity, Harmony Lodge No. 
1, for many years, and is a respected and law-abiding citizen. 

H. 8. Swayze, planter and dealer in livestock, Evans, was born in Yazoo county, im IS42, 
and has passed all his life within the borders of this county. He received his education in 
the common schools, and was trained to agricultural pursuits. In 1562 he entered the Con- 
federate service, enlisting in company B, Withers’ artillery. He was in the siege at Vicks- 
burg, and at Port Hudson he was taken prisoner; was paroled and exchanged, and at Mobile 
was again captured and held until the surrender; he was taken to Ship island, where he 
passed many weary days until the release came. In 1S66 he was wedded to Miss Jennie 
Handley, a daughter of Sebourn and Elizabeth (Stubblefield) Handley. When he began 
farming on his own account he had three hundred and twenty aeres of land. By wise 
management and habits of industry he succeeded admirably, and to-day is the owner of 
twelve hundred and twenty acres, all of which is well improved, and one half under exeellent 
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cultivation. He gives special attention to the breeding and raising of fine horses, and has 
made a record in this branch of husbandry. He takes an active part in local polities, and is 
a member of the democratic county committee. He is an honored member of the Knights 
of Honor. Mr. and Mrs. Swayze are the parents of seven children: Josephine, wife of 
James D. McKie, of Yazoo county; Hayes, a student of medicine under Dr. Blundle; Lizzie, 
Nathan, Hardy, Clayton and Katie. The father and mother are consistent members of the 
Midway Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Swayze has been steward of this society for six- 
teen years, and has always contributed generously to the support of religious and educational 
movements in the community. His parents, Richard and Mary E. (Sojourner) Swayze, 
belonged to the earliest and most prominent of Yazoo county families. 

Among the legal practitioners of Montgomery county, Miss., stands the name of Capt. 
David L. Sweatman, whose long residence here and his intimate association with the various 
affairs of importance have gained for him an extensive acquaintance. He was born in Han- 
cock county, Miss., on the 25th of December, 1832, and is the son of D. L. and Penelope 
(Jolly) Sweatman, both natives of Georgia and she a daughter of Peter Jolly. Mr. Sweat- 
man located in the southern part of the state, on the coast, in 1[S25, and there he resided 
until his death, when Capt. David L. was but a child. After the death of her husband Mrs. 
Sweatman returned to Alabama. Capt. David L. Sweatman grew to mature years in Ala- 
bama, received a good education in the private schools, and when a young man returned to 
Mississippi. There he taught school in Noxubee and Winston counties for some time, and 
subsequently read law with Gen. W. F. Brantley, at Greensboro. In 1860 he was admitted 
to the bar and afterward formed a partnership with General Brantley, which continued until 
the death of the latter in 1871. During the late unpleasantness between the North and 
South, Captain Sweatman entered the Confederate army in 1861, Fifteenth Mississippi 
regiment infantry, and after serving with the same about two years and a half, on the 
reorganization of his regiment he was made first heutenant of company D. After a 
year and a half with this regiment he was transferred to the quartermaster department, 
and the following years he was quartermaster of his regiment with the rank of captain. After 
this he joined General Brantley and served on his staff until the close of the war, following 
that general in the varied fortunes of the soldier until the surrender. He participated in a 
number of important engagements: Shiloh, where he received two wounds and was disabled 
for some time; Vicksburg; and at Baker’s Creek, where he was with Long’s division, 
and with him made his escape. He also participated in the battles of Franklin, Nashville 
and Resaca. After termination of hostilities Captain Sweatman formed a law partnership 
with Judge Williamson, now eircuit judge of this judicial district, and this partnership con- 
tinued until the appointment of Mr. Williamson as chancery judge. The Captain then formed 
a partnership with Walter Trotter, and this has sinee continued. They have a good law 
practice, and have had a number of important criminal and civil eases. Captain Sweatman 
has been the attorney for the Illinois Central railroad for a number of years, and stands at 
the head of his profession in that part of the state. He has been quite active in polities, 
and has ever given his support to the principles of the democratic party, but he has never 
been an aspirant for office. He was first married in Choctaw county, Miss., in 1S67, to 
Miss Mary Peebles, a native of Choctaw county, Miss., and the daughter of Alpha 
Peebles. She was educated in Alabama, was a devoted wife and mother, and was a con- 
sistent member of the Methodist chureh. She died in ISS1. There were born two children 
to this union, both daughters: Mary A. and Davis, both attending the Female institute at 
Jackson, Teun. Captain Sweatman’s second marriage occurred in 1882, to Mrs. Mary E. 
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Kittrell, a native of Georgia, but who was reared in Mississippi, receiving her education 
principally at Jackson. Mrs. Sweatman has four children by a former marriage and they 
are nearly all grown. This family are members of the Methodist church. Captain Sweat- 
man is a member of the Masonic fraternity, Blue lodge, chapter and council, and has repre- 
sented his lodge in the grand lodge at different times. He is a member of the Bench and Bar 
association. 

James M. Switzer has been a resident of Bolivar county, Miss., almost from the time of 
its formation, and is one of its substantial and progressive planters. He was born in Mont- 
gomery county, Ind., September 8, 1531, the fourth in a family of eight children, born 
to John and Mary (Randolph) Switzer, the former a native of Kentucky, and the latter 
of Virginia. John Switzer was a mechanic by trade, which occupation he followed all his life. 
His father was a native of Germany, and came to America at a very early day, identifying 
himself with the interests of his adopted country, and proving a useful, progressive and highly 
honorable citizen of the state of Kentucky, where he finally located. The maternal grand- 
parents were Virginians, in which state their ancestors settled in colonial times. In the year 
1845 James M. Switzer became a resident of the state of Mississippi, but prior to this 
was educated in the public schools of the state of Indiana. Upon his arrival in the state of 
Mississippi, he had little or no means, but by close application to business, he soon began to 
accumulate some means, and now his property, which is value at about 88,000, all the result 
of earnest, persistent and determined effort. He has two hundred acres of fine land, of which 
one hundred and fifty acres are under cultivation, besides a valuable amount of personal prop- 
erty, and is one of the substantial citizens of this section. In 1854 he was married to Miss 
Sarah Betty, by whom he became the father of nine children, three of whom are living at the 
present time: Alice F., Charles H. and Hattie D. Mr. Switzer has always thoroughly 
identified himself with the South, and when the late war opened, espoused the Confederate 
eause, and in 1862 became a member of the Forrest Scouts, inder General Forrest, and was 
in active service until General Lee’s surrender, proving himself a couragecus, faithful and 
competent soldier. Upon his return home he commenced to upbuild the fortunes of his 
family, and his labors have placed them beyond the reach of want. He is beloved and popu- 
lar throughout the section in which he resides for his many worthy traits, and his kindness 
and simplicity of manner. He is an excellent neighbor, a faithful friend, and has proved 
himself a thorough gentleman and Christian in his walk through life. 

Col. E. T. Sykes, of Columbus, is one of the foremost attorneys of Lowndes county, Miss. 
For nearly twenty years he has been associated in the practice of law with Capt. W. W. 
Humphries, under the firm name of Humphries & Sykes, and is in command of a large client- 
age. He was born in Decatur, Ala., March 15, 1538, and is a son of Richard and Martha 
A. Sykes, who were natives of Greenville county, Va., and cousins, the maiden name of 
Martha being likewise Sykes. The family connection was a large one. About the year 
1834, the first of the name moved to Decatur, Morgan county, Ala., where in a few years all 
of the immediate family connection had moved and become extensive planters, as they had 
been in Virginia. In a few years thereafter, the Sykeses had also become large owners of the 
rich prairie lands in Lowndes and Monroe counties, Miss., and by 1542 most of the name had 
removed to the latter state, taking up their residence in Columbus and Aberdeen, Richard 
settling in Columbus. The Sykeses were among the first settlers of this section, and all of 
them became extensive and prosperous cotton planters, and though they lost quite heavily 
by the results of the war, they were nevertheless in good circumstances at its close. Richard, 
the father of Col. EB. T., died December 19, 1870. His wife, who died September 4, 1866, 
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bore him ten children, only three of whom are now living, viz.: Col. E. T. and Dr. R. L., of 
Columbus, and Dr. W. S., of West Point, Miss. The eldest of the ten children, Maj. A. J. 
Sykes, died in Aberdeen, Miss., on September I4, 1852, leaving, as his widow, Mrs. Georgia 
A. Sykes, one of the most accomplished ladies of the state, and four promising children; the 
eldest of whom, and who bore his name, has since died, while attending the law department 
at the Vanderbilt university, Nashville, Tenn. He also left a large estate, which has been 
successfully managed by his widow and eldest son, Clifton R. Sykes. Richard Sykes, a 
great-uncle of Capt. EK. T. Sykes, was an officer in the Revolutionary war, and was killed in 
one of its battles. Colonel James, a maternal uncle of the subject of this sketch, was a 
colonel in the War of 1512. E. T. Sykes was reared and obtained his early education in 
, Columbus, Miss., but in 1858 he graduated from the literary department of the University of 
North Carolina, after which he became a law student in the University of Mississippi, at 
Oxford, from which he graduated in June, 1860. On March 27, 1861, he enlisted in Capt. 
George Lipscomb’s company, which responded to the first call for troops by the president of 
the Confederacy, and as color bearer of the company left on same day for service at and near 
Tuscola, Fla., under Gen. Braxton Bragg, Confederate States army. He was soon after pro- 
moted to the position of adjutant of his regiment, in which capacity he served until after the 
battle of Shiloh, when he was made captain of company K, Tenth Mississippi infantry, and 
so continued until after the campaigu in Kentucky in November, 1862, at which time E. C. 
Walthall was made brigadier-general, and Captain Sykes was commissioned and assigned to 
duty upon his staff as adjutant-general. He remained on General Walthall’s staff as adju- 
tant-general until June, 1864, when, and during the Georgia campaign, he was transferred to 
W. H. Jackson's division of cavalry, with which he served as division adjutant-general until 
the close of the war. Upon the cessation of hostilities he returned to Columbus, Miss., and 
once more entered upon his legal practice, where, in 1883, his knowledge of his profession, 
and his popularity with all classes. led him to be elected to the state senate, in which body 
he served with distinction and honor for a term of four years. He is one of the leading attor- 
neys of the state, is an able, foreible and eloquent speaker, is wise in counsel, cool in judg- 
ment, and is well qualified in every way to become eminent at the bar. He is a Knight Tem- 
plar, is past grand chancellor in the K. of P., which order he has represented in the supreme 
lodge, and is also a member of the K. of H. He has been an ardent friend and promoter of 
all public enterprises, and his zeal and influence in everything affecting the general weal, 
either of his city, county or state, has given him a wide and popular reputation. On Novem- 
ber 16, 1868, he was united in marriage to Miss Callie, daughter of Col. Isham Harrison, who 
was killed July 14, (S64, at the battle of Harrisburg, Miss., and Julia R., daughter of 
ex-Gov. James Whitfield, of Columbus. Of five Harrison brothers, two, viz.: James and Thomas, 
of Waco, Tex., were brigadier-generals of cavalry; Richard, a twin brother of Isham, was 
colonel of infantry, and Moses’ IX., a brigade surgeon. Colonel and Mrs. Sykes have four 
children, viz.: Isham H., who is married to Miss’ Lida Williams, of Greenville, Miss.; Julia 
T., wife of William B. Hamilton: Augusta J., and E. T.. Jr. Although Colonel Sykes has 
all the while been interested in planting, he never gives his farming interest his personal 
attention, but devotes his time exclusively to his profession, He is and has been for several 
years a member of the city council, is adjutant-general of the Grand Camp of Confederate 
veterans of Mississippi, and he and his accomplished wife are worthy church members— he 
of the Methodist and she of the Baptist. 

Capt. Thomas B. Sykes, attorney at law, Aberdeen, Miss., was born in Decatur, Ala., in 
May, 1534. He was the son of Dr. William A. and Rebecca J. (Barrett) Sykes, who were 
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natives of Virginia. Both the great-grandfather and the grandfather were patriotic soldiers 
of the Revolutionary war. The parents of Captain Sykes emigrated to Virginia in 1830 and 
to Monroe county in 1844, where they purchased a plantation. The father was a physician, 
being a graduate of a medical college in Philadelphia, but after coming to Mississippi, he 
gave up his practice and devoted himself exclusively to planting. He died in 1573 and his 
wife died in 1850. Only five of his ten children are living, viz.: Thomas B., Mrs. R. J. 
Morgan (of Memphis), Capt. E. O., Mrs. Paulina Cunningham and Dr. W.G. Captain Sykes 
was but nine years of age on coming to Mississippi, where he lived the life of a farmer’s hoy, 
going regularly to school; afterward he attended the University of Mississippi, where he 
graduated in 1854. He immediately entered the law department at Lebanon, Tenn., gradu- 
ating in 1856. In the fall of that year he went to Leavenworth, Kas., in time to see the 
bloody scenes enacted in the border warfare which tore that state almost asunder. He prac- 
ticed his profession in Kansas till 1861, also acting as agent for the Delaware tribe of Indians 
for the last two years of his stay there. In May, 1561, he returned to Mississippi and enlisted 
in company B, of the Twentieth Mississippi regiment. He went out as lieutenant and was 
promoted as captain of the company, but was soon transferred to the adjutant-general’s 
department, serving as inspector of infantry; he was again transferred to Jackson’s division 
of cavalry, where he remained till the surrender. He took an active part in all the engage- 
ments of the Tennessee army. He wascaptured at Fort Donelson, and kept a prisoner for six 
months, principally at Johnson’s island. He was selected from this prison as a delegate to meet 
delegates from other prisons to arrange about making an exchange of prisoners. Fifty in all 
were chosen, but this number being considered too large, it was cut down to nine by General 
Wood. Captain Sykes was one of the nine, and going to Richmond, brought about the only 
general exchange of prisoners that took place during the war. After the close of the war he 
returned to Aberdeen, Miss., where he farmed for two years and then resumed the practice 
of his profession. He has heen the recipient of many honors at the hands of his townsmen, 
being twice elected to the office of the mayoralty of Aberdeen. He has been a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church with his entire family for years, and the superintendent 
of its Sunday-school for eighteen years; president of the board of stewards, and president of 
the board of trustees for ten years. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, Knights of 
Honor, and Knights and Ladies of Honor. In February, 1565, he was married to Miss 
Maria H. Jones, of Hinds county, Miss. They have two daughters: Corinne and Mary D. 
He and his charming family live a quiet life on the plantation his father bought so many 
years ago, and where he died. It is one of the oldest and also one of the most beautiful 
places in Aberdeen. One of the most attractive and endearing features of the place are the 
magnificent groves of magnolia trees which were planted by the mother’s hands so long ago, 
and which serve to keep her ever in fragrant remembrance. 

Dr. William G. Sykes, of the firm of Clopton & Sykes, fire insurance agents of Aberdeen, 
was born in Monroe county in 1540, the son of Dr. Willzam A. and Rebecea J. Sykes. Dr. W. A. 
Sykes, the elder, was born in Northampton county, Va., where he was married and moyed 
to Decatur, Ala., and about 1842 came to Monroe county and settled on the prairie, seven 
miles southwest of Aberdeen, where he died in 1873, his wife having died in 1850. Both 
were devout members of the Methodist church. After the death of his first wife Dr. Sykes 
was married, a second time, to Miss 8. A. Hobson, of Columbus, Miss. Dr. Sykes was a 
farmer’s lad and received his common-school education in his native state, afterward 
graduating from the University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, and practiced. medicine 


with great success till he moved to Aberdeen, when he retired from active life and deyoted 























































































_ 
iii 
= 
a 
xreiblon ottolag wre is si juiavg on 
juin OBE ot mii? « # Vint ral Hirst x ‘) 
mit inierdy n enw voltat + dT eue pot by a 
on iquyinaiaelt @ guintes imndle id cidalabalideh uh: 
(bow 8TH! ai beth ol ynisaalq ob tlovziealoxod mary 
walk A eamed'l «xiv guivdl ora, eT lide me ratte aa a 1 
yr cintye Adv v1 Lown aalyainnet noida wile.,.O- x a JywO deidquaalt u 
caf aSeata 8 to olif oil? bevel off soedw lepeieetaet Lod yiintod ott aye to 18 "y, ouis dud a AW 
Te ze {Cy isei il to titevoviigh) wd Tverhvcred eh Inawagiia sloordlee at alin, 1g _ 
ria , fit Lops oy tearnadeecad yeh nit beretae ylotes freee oH set fra boinu amy 
ni? one ot oil? ob a2 dito wh of das ol pee tnd to- that add at mile i, wi Quits 
: -anig af “eres Joon otnie full sot doin giahad yahoo waht i fajonem eanagn.. yb Surat 
~ asibel Jo aditt sivsied of) sol tnepmer Qauios cele (OBL [itenenotl ot woieestong, nicl ba: 1 
' rvtaiios Bava bygeyi IM ot borruntos ont 20eL ll ul L #1 dd “yote zis Wo: amnry ond: tenk 
wen fun dascieell es joo hew oH daomiget ip TA abte sinaow alt of qnaqun0e 
x faite vibe odt co borietarna) ee SnW tod oeptuepetion: ont to miBsega 1D eb bedomon 
wdinivih oowlesl of bavelenstt alge any od ~yielirt Yo vodomeya aii. ab oienes, ctusomabuaice 
maagits add Tig ai dae aviton as dood Ho sehwrore ould Nid hostivismay ail misthw aeilnvae ss 
ie pol yanoeite-s dood hae pevales rem es, pbeidans ABW VEL een souzonaaT oi the abit 
101 Sirgetob » ae roRin co fotrihes anv oH ubaalet a'ao ailol tn-llnagionsing, asl sxc 
ie oo VATE a veby Y ris yoilen medn ayant Ot aout sailto, egos wahegel ; 
lyse) vt gin of mevok Huth ta Reavedy BOO 1g MAE if tou! arts wish hind, peal My a 
flue ods jueda iguond 4 op aniom ben sor odd to ano-eaw aodye niaiqed . 
vat anv arlt to osofo add 1itA | sew ols gates onaley foot ised coun to aginstiza t fwte “a 
iit howtaed: oedd ban arse7 owl ol! st ol eraike Hai Mg ipobried oh bowrende 
tail bo ald Ja atonod, “peat ky doleinas ia sate) medlp 
fprecoett { ebwedé to vhiegsa adt Tov ito salt page sclink asi 
jaahwayereny db Tyee e's ot viinew? avi eid dire dqusils lnqoonigak jaibout! igh: oii Ia 
ey eeeady i f hriawete i fryer auld 1) pres iene vit PRTHO CE went baie ot loodon-ynban’ ati - 
io anigiodd oolheretnt oingeslt | eitte yadront e ci all rae, med tol aaictniry) Yo buaod on 
iif +7 i ant crasr sled ul sonal Yo aslbald, bow ah shy jal bine ston [ 
(L yralt fos apa). atidansb ows ava gol nil ude: abaill id @ parvo Ay site 
qunin oF tHygsul toildnl id aniiatant atte me otil Jolsp A oil qlines? guiueumile vid bas ot 
fuliers ail dni wih) Poe a osin Benn jaahia atl Ya Di. er J1- “boih sal oath bine rae 109) 
wif ove aonky ad? }o aetsien yorumetnee Panis orton jaoow ould to on nosbred A a a98 
synof ca abe a eddous alt vd hotealy sew dojbw aes1t atloageet to ewrowy de A 
qn editerney, iaamatl af ive ied qoad of awit loidw: ve 
: ohh Wa ety eh COMBI oyu ode Ya cindey i 8) we eersak ots Ww ody D cnsailli W a 
LOW + wasadyes .b gooe loft Hien A oretttitW a bo noe odd GAL fli gaat 9a earuiolt, ni mod aaw 
ierront hus bobrram aw on ovaily AV) edie not adiaoK ot aod enw a afylie wilt ‘got a 
yee ATE att ae bultioe baa yhatos sorugit of sad Seer, trod hue sls, wont vt 
otk ORT ot hoi guprad airs nid TAI al Hoth od owodw , sroaSvaend By to jearedairoe ating 
sed 2 etie toi ent te ibe att: dewide th sthorioll. adit to axadusoser norab er9w 
n ern wodyA oA eel ‘edi to endo Ae aailt of nitiod byrodos, z fain enw 
binwielis .alnde ovitem sul mf merisonts luouboe-srocoastod aid bore tee, fn . } 
ioiten beortsarg Dan pi sheg ke sf Pye ae “pia 
tetovels baw oil allen aot feyaipert hi teal Ws 
Rees : . . rot an 
: : 
f : ' 
7 a 7 : } 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 875 


himself to his plantation, thereby accumulating a handsome property. He was a man ‘of 
sound judgement, good financial ability and active in all public duties; was a prominent, 
democrat, but not an officeseeker; was the mayor of Aberdeen and a power in all church 
affairs. Our subject is the youngest of uine children, of whom six are still living. The 
Doctor was educated principally at La Grange, Ala., where he was when the war broke out. 
He immediately left school, and joined company F, of the Forty-third Mississippi infantry, 
and served in the capacity of sergeant for a short time, when he was made an aid-de-camp to 
Gen. W.S. Featherstone, which position he held till just before the close of the war, when 
he was made adjutant of the Third Mississippi regimeut. After the war he attended the 
University of Toronto, Canada, one year, and then graduated from the University of New 
York city in 1870. After practicing about one year, he gave up his profession, and devoted 
himself to his planting interests. He owns two fine farms, one of which is the farm on which 
be was born. He owns in all about eighteen hundred acres of land, a portion of which he 
inherited, but to which he has added largely by his own effort. He has been in the insurance 
business for several years. He is president of the Mississippi Exposition and Fair convention 
at Aberdeen, and stands high in social circles. He is a prominent member of the Knights of 
Honor, Eureka lodge No. 719, at Aberdeen, and was first dictator of the lodge. He is now 
the representative to the grand lodge, and for six years was a represcntative to the supreme 
lodge of the United States. He is also worshipful master of the Aberdeen lodge No. 32, 
F. & A. M., in which he stands high. He was married in 1872 to Eliza Brandon Clopton, a 
daughter of William H. and Cornelia W. Clopton, who came from Alabama to Aberdeen 
about 1840. Mr. Clopton was a prominent planter, and died in 1879. Mrs. Sykes was born 
in Aberdeen, where she received her early education, later graduating with high honors from 
the Columbus Female college. She was a lady of high attainments and amiable disposition. 
She died in 1886, leaying three sons and one daughter to mourn her loss. Dr. Sykes is a 
man of fine presence and very elegant manners. He is deservedly one of Aberdeen’s most 
popular and representative citizens. His fellowmen have entire confidence in him as a busi- 
ness man; his political record is unblemished, and he is among the foremost in social circles, 
and is a worthy member of his noted family. 
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GHAPMER XX. 
FERS 
CONSPICUOUS RESIDENTS OP THE’ STATE T, 


ALOBUSHA county has a prominent citizen and a successful planter in the person 
of James B. Talbert, who was born on the plantation on which he now resides, 
February 1, 1836. He was a son of Michael D. and Mary (Truitt) Talbert, the 

former of whom was born in Edgetield district, S. C., in 1799, the latter in 1807. They 
were married in 1822, and ten years later they moved to Tennessee, and in the same year, 
Mr. Talbert came to Yalobusha county, where the following year he bought his home, which 
was then surrounded by a forest. There he passed the remainder of his life, dying in 1893. 
His wife died in IN7%. He was a well-to-do plauter and trader, and one of the prominent 
men of the county. He was the only one of his family except his sister, Mrs. Hartwell, who 
came to this state. Mr. and Mrs. Hartwell were both members of the Primitive Baptist 
church. Mr. Smith, the maternal grandfather of the subject of our sketch, lived and died 
in South Carolina. James B. Talbert was the eighth of twelve children of his parents, who 
lived to maturity. Of these five were sons and seven were daughters, and of this large fam- 
ily only Mr. Talbert and three of his sisters ave living. Mr. Talbert and all of his brothers 
served during the war in the Confederate army. Edmund died at home, after one year’s 
service, in the T'wenty-ninth Mississippi infantry. Pinckney rose to the rank of captain, and 
died while a prisoner of war. Jobn R. was discharged after a few months’ service for dis- 
ability. He was in the ‘’wenty-ninth Mississippi infantry. His death occurred in 1S69, 
Joseph T., who had served from 1863 us a scout, was killed Febraary 238, 1867, in Talla- 
hatchie bottoms. Our subject was educated at home, and began life for himself as a farmer 
and planter at the age of seventeen. October 29, 1861, he married Maggie ., daughter of 
Allen and Angelina Gattis, who came to Yalobusha county at a very early date. They passed 
their lives in this county, both dying near Oakland, the first in 1858,.the other in 1867. Mr. 
Gattis, who was a well-known planter, was the son of Samuel Gattis of this county, who was 
a soldier during the Revolutionary war. Mrs. ‘Talbert’s mother’s father, Olsimus Kendrick, 
was also an early settler of this section, who had also served the colonies during the Reyo- 
Intion, and who died in Tallahatchie county. Mrs. Talbert was born in this county, one of 


eight children of her parents, who grew to manhood and womanhood. She has five 
children, four sous and one danghter, all of whom are well edueated: Minnie Th. 


became the wife of J. IH. Aldridge, of Washington county. She was edueated at the publie 
school at home, and at the State Female college, of Memphis, Tenn. Robert B. began life 
for himself at the age of thirteen, and has made his own way with success ever since. He 
vas been a resident of Texas for several years, and during the last few years has served in 
has | ident of 1 f ly ld yv the last few years | l 


different capacities in banks, having been at one time cashier of the First National bank 
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of St. Angelo, Tex., and having been then known as the youngest national bank cashier in 
the United States. Joseph T. was educated at Oxford, and is now assistant cashier in a 
bank at Fort Worth, Tex. James B. received his education at Buena Vista, and in a com- 
mon school, and is now a telegraph operator for the Louisiana, New Orleans & Texas rail- 
road. Barksdale was educated at Hardy, and at the Capital Commercial college of Jackson, 
Miss. In 1862 Mr. Talbert joined company HE, of the Twenty-nioth Mississippi infantry, 
and fought at Corinth and at Munfordville, Ky., where he was wounded in September of that 
year so severely as to disable him from further service. Since his return home, he has 
devoted his energies entirely to planting, He is the owner of about fifteen hundred acres 


of well-improved land, producing about one hundred bales of cotton yearly, and sufficient 


hay, corn and other products to meet his demands for home consumption. This fine prop- 
erty hé has accumulated since the war, being aman of great business ability, everywhere 
recognized as one of the best planters of this section. His standing as a citizen is high, and 
he is a liberal supporter of every movement for the general good... Strictly temperate in his 
habits, he gives his entire attention to his business affairs, and his success has been the sue- 
cess of a selfmade man. If there is one thing in which he takes more pride than in all 
others, it has been in properly rearing and amply educating his children, and his concern for 
the advancement of all the interests of his county has been deep and abiding. He has given 
considerable attention to blooded horses, of which he is a lover, and those he drives are 
among the best in the town. Mrs. Talbert is a lady of culture and intelligence, and amiable 
disposition, a model wife and mother, hospitable to the last degree. 

David 8. Tankersley, College Hill, Miss., whose name heads this short biography, was 
born in Birmingham, Ala., in April, 1829, and is the sixth of a family of ten children. His 
parents, Reuben and Aisley H. (Scott) Tankersley, were natives of Virginia and Alabama, 
respectively; they were married in Alabama where they lived for many yéars. Reuben 
Tankersley was magistrate there for a number of years, and was also interested in agricult- 
ural pursuits. He removed with his family to Lafayette county, Miss., in the fall of 
1842, and bought wild land there; he and his three sons cleared and improved his. place, 
converting it into one of the most desirable plantations in the county; he lived only two years 
after coming to the county, his death occurring in 1844; he was an elder in the Presbyterian 
church, of which he was a worthy and consistent member; he left a wife and nine children— 
three sons and six daughters: Jane C., wife of Newton Buford; James M.; John F., Mar- 
garet, wife of Benjamin Smith; Mary M., wife of Yancey Wiley; David S., the subject of 


_this sketch; Nancy E., wife of Oliver Smith: Martha A., wife of Robert Gray, of Pontotoc 


eounty, Miss., and Sarah 8., wife of Jones Brooks, wuo resides near Waterford, Miss. The 
mother lived to see all of her children grown; she died in July, 1866; she was also a member 
of the Presbyterian church. At the age of twenty years David S. began life on his own 
responsibility, taking up agriculture. In the spring of 1862 he enlisted in the Confeder- 
ate army and served with his command until he surrendered at Charlotte, N. C., in April, 
1865. He was under Bragy from Corinth until his removal; then with Johnston, through his 


-campaign through Georgia, until his removal; then with Hood, through Tennessee, and antil 


‘ 


his surrender at Charlotte, N. C., during the whole period in the quartermaster’ s department. 
He then returned to his home in Lafayette county, Miss., and resumed his oeecupation of 
farming. He was married March 4, 1869, to Mary S. Henlon, and of this union seven ehil- 
dren were born—one son and six daughters —-four of whom are now living: Sallie S., Ella W., 
Maggie LL. and David N. Mr. Tankersley owns two thousand aeres of land, one thousand 
of which are under cultivation. He has been a plain, practical farmer all his life, and has left 
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public life to other aspirants. He has lived on his present plantation since coming to the state 
in 1842, and has a host of friends who esteem him for his sterling traits of character. He 
has always contributed liberally to all laudable public enterprises, and is a generous sup- 
porter of the Presbyterian church, of which he and his wife are members. 

Charles W. Tatum, of Missionary, Jasper county, Miss., was born in Greene county, 
Miss., in 1836. When but two years of age he located in Jasper county, where he grew to 
maturity and was educated at the public schools. He was married in 1858 to Miss Martha 
McCormick, a daughter of that honored pioneer, J. J. McCormick. In 1861 he enlisted in 
company C, of the Eighth Mississippi regiment, under Colonel Flint. At the close of the 
war he returned home and engaged in planting, and which he has continued with such sne- 
cess that he is now the owner of nearly a section of land. Mr. and Mrs. Tatum have had 
born to them a family of three children: James J., M. D., a practicing physician of this 
county; Lillian C., who married W. H. Munger, and lives in Newton county; and William C. 
Mr. Tatum is a member of the Jocal lodge of A. F. & A. M., and has long been connected 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church South. He does a general planting business, raising 
cotton, corn and other farm products, besides a large amount of stock. 

Col. Caleb W. Taylor, who is now deceased, was born near Lexington, Ky.,in IS11. He 
moved to Alabama when he was a young man, locating in Greene county, where he remained 
for a few years. Here he married Miss Lizzie Morton. Their union was blessed with two 
children—sons—-one whom died during the war, near Lynchburg, Va., the other son will be 
spoken of later in this sketch. Col. Caleb W. Taylor came to where Morton now stands 
about the year 1850, and busied himself in planting until the outbreak of the war. He was 
intensely loyal to the cause of the Confederacy, doing all in his power to aid it. His home, 
which stood only about one-fourth of a mile from Morton, was the only place where travelers 
through the then sparsely settled country could find refreshment for man and beast. As he 
was a typical Southern gentleman, it is needless to say that all comers were welcomed, par- 
ticularly in those troublous times. He was not an extensive farmer, but lived that happiest 
of all existences, an independent plantation life. Politically he was a whig; was a man 
very prominent in politics, and was a member of the seceding convention which was held at 
Jackson, Miss., March, 1861, and at which he earnestly advocated the right of secession. . He 
was also a member of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh South, in whose service he was earnest 
and active, and it is not too much to say that he was a man whom everybody respected 
and honored in the highest degree, and one who, though dead, is not forgotten. J. A. 
Taylor, the second son of Col. Caleb W. Taylor, was born in Monroe county, Miss., 
in 1844, and came with his parents to Seott county in ISo0. He has made this country 
his home eyer since. He has been a most successful business man, owning at the present 
time an interest in a good payin mereantile business in the town of Morton, and he also 
has an interest in a store at Pelahatchee, Rankin county, Miss., while he is also an extensive 
land owner in Scott county. In the fall of ISG! Mr. Taylor ealisted in company G, of the 
rthe first year under the command of Peter B. 


Twenty-eighth Mississippi regiment, serving 
Stark. Later he joined the Tennessee and Georgia division of the army, and remained with 
it until the close of the war. The service left him, as it did thousands of others, in a debil- 
itated condition, and he has never recovered from its effects. 

Capt. Hillary L. Taylor, Bentonia, was born in Greenville, Ala... October 15, 1S43, and 
is the third of a family of ten children. His parents, Dr. Marion D. K. and Elizabeth 
(McDaniel) Taylor, were natives of Georgia and Alabama, respectively. The father was a well- 


known physician and a successful planter. He removed to Cass county, Tex., in [S46, and 
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yas for seventeen years speaker of the legislature of that state. When his county was divided 
Marion county was named in his honor. He was also a member of the state senate, and has 
for many years presided over the democratic state conventions. He is now living at the age 
of seventy-three years, holdinga high place in public estimation. In all the duties of life he 
has acquitted himself with great honor and credit. Captain Taylor was reared in Texas, 
receiving only a common-school education. He remained under the paternal roof until 1861, 
when he enlisted as a volunteer in company G, Third Vexas regiment. He was promoted to 
the office of Hicutenant, and finally to the command of his company. He participated in the 
battle of Oak Hill, Mo., and other engagements in the West. He was transferred tothe army 
of the Tennessee, served under Generals Brage, Johnston and Hood through Tennessee and 
Georgia, until the close of the war. He was wounded at Iuka, Miss., and was paroled at Liv- 
erpool, Yazoo county, Miss. He then settled in Yazoo county, where he has since resided. 
He has been engaged in planting and in mereantile pursuits. In 1875 he was elected sheriff 
of Yazoo county, and re-elected in IS77. In 1879 he was made president of the board of 
county supervisors, and in 1886 he represented the people of Yazoo county in the legislature. 
Captain Taylor has been twice married. Virst to Miss Mary G. Calvit, in November, 1860. 
She was a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of Charles Calvit. She died in 1879, having 
borne four children: Nettie H., Marion D. K., Lizzie K. and Mary G. The Captain was mar- 
ried a second time, in 1S81, to Mrs. A. I. Harris, a daughter of Col. J. R. Mosley. Two 
children were born of this union, only one of whom survives, Anmie Ross. Mrs. Taylor 
passed away in 1883. Captain Taylor owns about five thousand acres of land, and large 
mercantile interests, doing about 360,000 business annually. He is a member of the IL O. O. 
J. and of the Knights of Honor. He is a man of public spirit, benevolent and hospitable, 
and a citizen whose influence for good would be felt in any community. 

John Taylor (deceased), one of the early settlers of old Tishomingo county, Miss., was 
born in Leesburg, Loudoun county, Va., in February, 1776. He was married to Miss Mary 
Knott in Granville county, N. C., on the 20th of May, ISOL, her birth having occurred in the 
county in which she was married December 23, 17S4, and her death on the 4th of August, 
1827. In ISIS or 1819 they moved to Caswell county of the same state, but afterward 
became residents of Clarke county, Ga., locating near Salem, but at a still later period they 
settled in Jackson county, where they purchased land and resided until the fall of 153s. 
They then removed to Tishomingo county, Miss.. and settled near the town of Old Dauville, 
where the father continued to make his home until his children had grown to maturity and 
started out in life forthemselves. At the time of his death in 1864, he was living with his 
youngest son. He lived a life of usefulness, and by attending strictly to his farming interests 
he raised large crops, for which he received good prices. Although an old line whig and a 
great Henry Clay man, he was not an active politician, and after the whig party went down 
he remained neutral. He was a strong Union man, and opposed secession with all the strength 
of his will, but at the time of his death, was the owner of quite a number of negrovs. —Al- 
though not a member of any church he believed in the Christian religion, and was upright and 
moral in every respect. He was strictly temperate, a rare thing in his day, and was never 
heard to take an oath. One of his elder brothers was killed while serving in the Revolution- 
ary war, and one of bis sisters married a Mr. Dorr and settled in the East. Mrs. Taylor was 
reared in the county of her birth, being adaughter of James WKuott, who became the father of 
four sons: John, James, David and Robert, all of whom reared families, and lived to be old 
men, and settled in Georgia, with the exception of Robert, who emigrated to Tennessee, in 


which state many of his deseeudants yet live. Mrs. Taylor was an earnest member of the 
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Methodist Episcopal church, and was a kind and faithful wife and mother, as well as an 
exemplary Christian. She bore her husband thirteen children, whose names are as follows: 
Frances was born August 8, 1803, in Caswell county, N. C., and on the 24th of December, 
1823, was married to George Swain, a brother of David Swain, of North Carolina, who after- 
ward became governor of that state, and at her death, which occurred the same year as her 
mother’s, left her husband with one child to care for. This child afterward was reared by 
her grandfather Taylor, and, upon reaching womanhood, married Dr. Long, of Athens, Ga., 
who became a prominent physician, and was said to have been the discoverer of anesthesia. 
He died a few years ago, in Athens, members of his family having moyed to San Antonio, 
Tex. His wife was killed in a railroad wreck near San Antonio, Tex.. after having borne 
him two sons and four daughters, all of whom are living. The second child born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Taylor, was Robert Knott, who was born May 3, 1804, and died in July, 1520, 
soon after his parents had moved to Georgia; Franklin was born May 3, 1800, and was 
married in Georgia, July 7, 1551, to Miss E. A. Baring, and by her became the father of 
four sons and seven daughters. He moved to Chambers county, Ala., during the early 
settlement of that reyion, afterward to Claiborne parish, La., where he followed planting. 
In 1853, with a brother, he began merchandising, a calling he very successfully followed 
until the opening of the war. He afterward moved to Texas, where he died in 1871, 
leaving a large family of children; Elizabeth Taylor was born November 22, 1806, and 
died in’October, 1897; John Taylor, Jr., was born May 8, 1808, removed to Mississippi with 
his parents, and after a short residence at Columbus moved to Jacinto, the old county seat 
of Tishomingo, where he followed merchandising with a brother; he died at the home of his 
brother in 1875, a single man; Mary Ann, the next child, was born December 1, 1809; was 
married October 6, 1835, to Coday Fowler, who died in Tishomingo county, Miss., shortly 
before the war, leaving her with three sons and three daughters to care for, some of whom 
still reside in this vicinity; Martha was born May 26, 1812. and died in February, 1813: 
Calvin A. was born in Caswell county, N. C., January 6, 1812, emigrating to Georgia with 
his parents when six years of age, and to Mississippi with them in 1538. He was educated 
in the common schools and at Randolph-Macon college, Virginia, but soon after returned to 
Mississippi, his health having become very much impaired while in school. In 1839 he 
began teaching in Old Farmington, and in 1S40 opened a private school in Marshall county. 
The following year he was elected circuit clerk of Tishomingo county, and in 1842, while 
holding this office, he opened a mercantile establishment which he conducted for several 
years, being associated during this time with bis next eldest brother. He also followed the 
same calling with his brother in Claiborne parish, La. In 1861 he was elected to the state 
legislature for the second time, which office he held throughout the war. Since that time he 
has held the office of county treasurer of Tishomingo county, besides various other offices of 
importance. After the forming of Prentiss county, in 1869, he removed to Rienzi, and until 
1875 conducted a mercantile establishment at that place, being now a member of the firm of 
John R. Moore & Co., of Booneville. He has also been successfully engaged in planting 
near Rienzi. He was married in Tishomingo county to Miss Elizabeth Haigh, a native of 
Tuscumbia, Ala., she being the daughter of Jacob Haigh, a leading merchant of that place, 
and a German by descent. He removed from Alabama to Mississippi about 1836, and in 
1857, became a resident of Arkansas county, Ark., where he died in 1870, leaving a large 
family. The wife of Calvin Taylor was his eldest child. She was reared in Mississippi, 
and has borne her husband five children who lived to maturity, their names being as follows: 


John J., who is married, and is engaged in merchandising in Booneville; George C., who is 
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living in Nashville, Ark.; James F., who is in the store of John R. Moore & Co.; Katie 
married R. F. Arnold, a well-known attorney of Graham, Tex., and judge of the circuit 
court; and Mollie, who became the wife of G. M. Street. and died in 1885, leaving three chil- 
dren, one of whom has since died. Katie HE. and Mary E. have resided with their grandfather, 
Calvin Taylor, since their mother's death, their father being in business at Little Rock, Ark. 
Calvin Taylor and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church; leis a democrat 
in politics, and since ISS4 has been mayor of Rienzi. The ninth child born to John and 
Mary (Knott) Taylor was Elsa, born November 24, 1814, and on November 26, 1839, mar- 
ried James Rosamond, by whom she became the mother of five children. The next was 
Luther R., born November 24, 1816, married Miss Louisa Brewster, December 23, 1843, by 
whom he had four children. Sarah C., the eleventh of the family, was born September 2S, 
ISS, and on July 7, IS40, was married,to A. B. Dilworth. Wadliam A. was born January 
26, 1821, in Jackson county, Ga.: was married on June 6, [S49, to Miss H. P. MeCrory, by 
whom he had two sons, one of whom is now deceased, and James M., who was born January 
12, 1827, in Jackson county, Ga., being married on October $8, 1851, to Miss Mary KE. Cox. 

Dr. William A. Taylor is a son of John Taylor (deceased), a sketch of whom immediately 
precedes this, and although born in Georgia he was principally reared in Mississippi, whither 
he came with his parents. After receiving a good practical education in the common schools 
of Tishomingo county he began the study of medicine, and after attending lectures in the 
University of Louisville, Ky., he was graduated as an M. D., after which he returned to his 
home in Mississippi, for fourteen years thereafter practicing his profession at Danville, and 
Jacinto. Since that time he has been an active medical practitioner of Booneville, and in his 
professional capacity has eutered the homes of many of her citizens. His long experience 
(since 1860), his thorough knowledge of his profession and his sound good sense, have placed 
him among the foremost medical practitioners of the state, and he has been exceptionally 
successful in the treatment of diseases to which the human body is heir. While at Jacinto 
he was engaged in the mercantile and manufacturing business, but since leaving that place 
he had devoted his attention to his profession, with the best results. On the 6th of June, 
1S40), he was married to Miss Hannah P. McCrory, a native of Tennesse» and a daughter of 
Robert McCrory, who settled in this section in IS46, following the calling of a planter near 
Rienzi. Mrs. Taylor was one of a large family and was reared in Mississippi. She has 
borne the Doctor two children, one of whom is deceased. Marcus E., their living son is a 
surgeon in the United States army, and is located at Vancouver barracks, opposite Portland, 
Ore., where he is post surgeon. He prepared himself for his profession at hcme under 
his father, took lectures at Louisville, Ky., for a time, after which he taught school in Jack- 
son, Tenn., for atime, in order to obtain means with which to continue his medical studies, 
and later entered the Bellevue Hospital Medical college of New York, from which institution 
he graduated in 1S75. While in this college he made application for a position in the United 
States army, was commissioned and sent to Jackson barracks, New Orleans, where he 
remained for three years. At the end of this time he was ordered to the Missouri depart- 
ment, thence to Fort Bliss, El Paso, Tex., remaining there four years, thence to Jefferson 
barracks, Mo., and afterward returned to his home in Mississippi on leave of absence. He 
was next sent to David's island, thence to Fort Stauton, N. M., remaining at this place four 
years, next to Boise City, Ida, and in ISO to Vancouver barracks, where he now is. His 
literary education was acquired in the University of Mississippt at Oxford, from which he 
graduated with honors in 1871. Clay Taylor. the other son, died at the age of ten years. 
Mrs. Taylor is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. Dr. Taylor is a member 
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of lodge No. 305, of the A. F. & A. M., of Booneville, is a member of the State Medical asso- 
ciation and the American Medical association. Prior to the war he was a whig, but has since 
been a democrat. He keeps himself posted on ull the issnes of the day, and is alive to all 
matters of importance, both of a political and social nature, but is not an office seeker, pre- 
ferring to devote his time to his profession. He has a pleasant home and has given con- 
siderable attention to planting and stockraisiny, his cattle being of the Devonshire breed. He 
was appointed a commissioner of the state lunatie asylum, while B. G. Humphries was gov- 
ernor, and is a particular friend of Governor Stone. He is a man of unblemished reputation 
and well liked. ; 

Dr. J. M. Taylor is an eminent physician of the state, but is especially well known in 
Alcorn, and surrounding counties, where he has resided the most of his life. He is the 
youngest of the thirteen children born to John Taylor, whose sketch appears above. He 
came to Mississippi with his father in 1839, and settled in the vicinity of Old Danville, now 
in Alcorn, then in Tishomingo county, where he attained his majority on the home farm and 
his education at home. Owing to the newness of the country at that time and the scarcity 
of schools, his advantages were very limited, but being possessed of a strong will and a 
determination to become a well-informed ‘man, he applied himself diligently to his studies, 
whenever he could find the time, and, with the assistance of his father, made quite a 
thorough study of astronomy, philosophy, ete. Although his father was somewhat opposed 
to more than an ordinary education, he was persuaded by an old friend to allow his son, 
J. M., to enter a good school, although it was understood that after one year’s attendance he 
was to return home and assist his father for one year. This J. M. Taylor readily agreed 
to do, after which he took a thorough course in Greek and Latin. He remained with his 
father until he commenced the study of medicine, reading under an elder brother, Dr. W. A. 
Taylor, at Old Danville, attending his first course of lectures in 1S4{8—9 at Louisville, Ky. 
He began practicing his profession at Jacinto, the county seat of Tishomingo county at 
that time. Upon his return from college and in the eighteen months that he remained at this 
place, his skill and success in his practice made him very popular. He obtained enough 
money during this time to enable him to enter the Jefferson Medical college of Phila- 
delphia, Penn., from which institution he was graduated as an M.D. Soon after this he 
located at West Point, Ga., where he was engaged in the drug business for some time with a 
cousin, but he soon after gave up this work and went to Griffin, Ga., where he was mar- 
ried on the Sth of October, 1851, to Miss Mary E. Cox. A short time after the celebration 
of their marriage they came to Jacinto, Miss., where he resnined his former practice, 
but had only resided there a short time when they returned to Georgia, settling at McDonough. 
A short time after this he was urged so strongly by his many friends at Jacinto to return 
there that he did so, but with the intention of locating permanently at Rienzi, then a pros- 
perous village on the line of the Mobile & Ohio railroad, then under construction, where he 
successfully practiced his profession until the war opened. He then sold his property 
and came to Corinth in 1870, which place has since been his home and where he has built 
up an extended practice. Fate has always been the Doctor’s friend. Indeed, his superior 
talents seemed to mark him as her favorite for his efficiency, skill and signal success are too 
well known to elaborate, suffice it to say that he does a large practice both in Corinth and 
adjoining towns, as well as in the country and on the railroads leading into the city. 
Although he has always done a general practice, circumstances early forced him to devote 
special attention to surgery and the diseases and accidents peculiar to women, branches very 
much neglected in the country, especially until the last few years.’ He has several times 
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performed the operations of lithotomy, tracheotomy, hemitomy, resection of bones, cata- 
ract, excision of tumors, etc., also a great many operations in plastic surgery. His office 
has been the starting point for several young men scattered over different states, who have 
become ornaments to the profession. His first pupil, Dr. Elvis McCrory, became a distin- 
guished surgeon in the Confederate army. Having volunteered as a private in the Second 
Mississippi regiment soon after returning from college, be went immediately to the front in 
Virginia, where he was soon made a full surgeon. He died early in the war, with the rank 
of brigade surgeon. His funeral was one of the most imposing ever held in the army. Dr. 
T. L. Patterson, a prominent physician in Charleston, Mo., studied medicine in Dr. Taylor's 
office before the war. Dr. W. H. McDougal and Dr. D. T. Price were students when the war 
began and went out with their preceptor, through whose influence they were retained in the 
medical service until the battle of Fort Donelson, at which place Price was captured with Dr. 
Taylor aud retained as a prisoner of war until the general exchange. After the close of the 
war they returned to the Doctor’s office and completed their studies, after which Dr. 
McDougal located at Rienzi, where he recently died, and Dr. Price at Boonville, Miss., where 
they soon became leading physicians and citizens. Dr. Feemster, another pupil located in 
Lee county, Miss., stands fair in the profession in his locality. Dr. W. C. Steele, after 
passing through his pupilage, did a general practice for a few years and then made a specialty 
of the eye, ear and throat, and located in Chattanooga, Tenn., where he does a good practice 
and occupies a professorship in the medical department of the U.S. Grant university. Dr. 
M. A. Taylor, a nephew and namesake is located in Honey Grove, Tex., and ranks with the 
best physicians in that country. - Dr. Brewer, another pupil is doing a good practice in the 
Indian territory. Dr. GC. Chandler, of Nacogdoches, La., has made considerable local 
reputation, both as a physician and surgeon. Dr. B. M~Bishop, after going through the 
ordinary course of study, commenced practice with his preceptor, and at once entered into a 
large and varied practice. Within the first year of his practice, when ouly twenty-three 
years of age, he performed the operation of ovariotomy and also Tait’s operation with eom- 
plete success, and entire relief in both cases. The Doctor’s son, Charles M. and I. T. Bynum, 
have recently commenced the practice, the former at Kossuth, Miss., and the latter in middle 
Texas, with satisfactory prospects. These youne men were all famous sons, and obtained 
their preliminary education in the schools in their respective neighborhoods. Dr. Taylor 
always has taken a deep and personal interest in all his pupils, and succeeded admirably in 
infusing into them his own enthusiasm and devotion to his profession. He received most of 
‘them into his hcuse, treating them as part of his family, and they have ever retained for him 
the profoundest respect, gratitude and confidence. He omitted no opportunity to impart 
instruction as far as he could, both by precept and example, and did not hesitate to employ 
restraint and correction whenever he deemed it necessary. He is one of the founders of the 
State Medical association, has done a great deal for the society, and is well and favorably 
known throughout the state, having been, from its organization, an active member of the 
state board of health, its organization being brought about in great part by his earnest 
efforts. He was for some time chairman of the executive committee of the State Medical 
association, which committee is the nucleus of the board of health; was president of the State 
Medical society in IN74; has taken a deep and abiding interest in both organizations, and has 
been a member of the American Medical association since 1873. He was vice president of 
the State Medical association for some time, and has always believed in medical legislation, 
having written many articles of note for medical journals while advocating this movement. 
His wife died after the war, having borne him four children: Robert M., a druggist; Charles 
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M., a practicing physician of Kossuth; Mary M., who is the wife of a Mr. Rogers and resides 
at Grand Junction, Tenn.; and Andrew B., who died at the age of nineteen years, besides 
four others who died in early infancy. Dr. Taylor was married, the second time, to Miss 
Sallie Murray, a cousin of his first wife, she being reared and educated in Griffin, Ga. She 
has borne the Doctor three children, only one of whom is living at the present time: Beatrice 
M., the wife of Dr. Bishop, who is associated in the practice of his profession with his father- 
in-law, Dr. Taylor; Glenmore, a little daughter, died when less than a year old, while her 
mother was on a visit to friends in Georgia; and Rush died at the age of nine years, a hand- 
some and promising lad. The Doctor and his wife are members of the Methodist Hpiscopal 
church, in which he is president of the board of trustees. He was a member of the A. I. & A.M. 
When the war opened he volunteered as a surgeon in the Twenty-sixth Mississippi Volunteer 
infantry and seryed as such until the fall of Fort Donelson, when he was captured and taken 
to Mound City hospital, where he was kept for a short time. He was then removed to St. 
Louis, where he was paroled to go to Camp Chase. While there, General Halleck kindly 
changed the order and sent him, at his request, to Indianapolis, where he remained but one 
month. From that time until the prison on Johnson’s island was ready for occupancy, he 
was at Camp Chase, after which he remained at the former place until surgeons were released, 
when he signed the cartel for the exchange of prisoners and was ferried across to Sandusky. 
Here he was left without friends or money, but he managed to make his way to Indianapolis, 
thence to Kentucky and home, but as the Federal troops occupied Corinth and vicinity includ- 
ing his home, he was compelled to procure another parole from the Federal commanders. 
After they had evacuated Corinth he reported for duty, but was not again called on for 
duty, as his health was greatly impaired by the hardships he had undergone. The Doctor 
‘says his treatment by the Iederal ofticers was very good, the commanding officers being very 
lenient with him, and recites many interesting and pleasant incidents of prison life. Before 
the war he was a whig in politics, but since that time he has been a democrat, although he 
takes no active interest in political matters. The Doctor has a very large and valuable med- 
ical and literary library. He is a profound and earnest student on general as well as medical 
topics, and although a highly educated gentleman, he is modest and unassuming in 
manners. 

Leroy T. Taylor, Verona, a substantial citizen of Lee county, Miss., was born in 
Itawamba county, Miss., December 10, 1545, and is a son of Col. Clark W. and Louisa J. 
(Keys) Taylor. His father was born in Oglethorpe county, Ga., in 1820, and was one of two 
children of Col. Swepson and Sarah T. (Mitchell) Taylor. The grandfather of our subject 
was a native of Virginia, born in 1796, and was a son of Clark Taylor. Sarah T. (Mitebell) 
Taylor was a daughter of Randolph Mitchell. The Mitchell family were of Scotch-Irish 
descent, and the Taylors were of English ancestry. Clark W. Taylor was educated in 
Georgia, and in [S42 embarked in the mercantile trade in connection with his agricultural 
interests. He was elected to the state senate before the war, and in 1839 he removed to 
Mississippi. He was a Mason, and in his political views he sympathized with the democratic 
party, although before the war he was a whig. He died at Verona, Miss., in 1886, at the age 
of sixty-six years. He served in the Civil war for one year. He was a member of the 
Baptist church, and was a zealous supporter of any cause which he espoused. He and his 
wife had these children: Leroy T., William C., Samuel M., Lilla B., wife of W. C. Raymond, 
and Charles H. living. James 8. was killed at Fort Donelson, and was eighteen at the time of 
his death; Samuel 'T. died at the age of eleven years; Zachariah W. died in IST77; Joseph 


diedin 1888. The mother of our subject, Louisa J. Keys, was a daughter of Judge James 
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and Susan M. (Thomas) Keys. Her father was judge of the probate court, and was a prom- 
inent planter. She came to Mississippi at the age of seventeen years, and has resided here 
since that time. She lives in Verona. Leroy T. Taylor was reared to the hfe of a farmer, 
and received his education in the schools of his native state. At the age of sixteen years he 
enlisted in company B, First Mississippi volunteer infantry, and was in some of the most 
severe service of the war. He was captured at Fort Donelson, and was afterward released. 
He was in the battle of Shiloh; was honorably discharged at Tupelo, and assisted in forming 
a company, of which he was elected second lieutenant. He was in many of the most noted 
engavements, following that period, until April 2, 1865, when he received a gunshot wound 
in the head. He was paroled in the May following. In 1865 he embarked in the mercantile 
trade at Mooreville, and in the next year he removed to Shannon. In 1867 he sold out the 
entire concern, and went on the road as a traveling stlesman. He still retains a small ter- 
ritory, in which he travels in the interest of B. Sonenshein & Bro., of Memphis, Tenn., but 
devotes the greater portion of the time toagriculture. Iti December, 1865, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Sallie C. Calhoun, a daughter of Dr. William H. and Jane 5. (Orr) Calhoun. 
Dr. Calhoun was born and reared in South Carolina, and was a son of James and Sarah (Cald- 
well) Calhoun, and a nephew of John C. Calhoun. The Calhouns were of Scotch-Irish 
descent. The doctor was a planter aud practicing physician. He represented Pontotoc 
county in the legislature of the state, and was a citizen whom all honored and_ respected. 
His wife was a sister of James S. Orr, speaker of the house before the war, governor of South 
Carolina after the war, and subsequently minister to Russia, in which country he died, at St. 
Petersburg, in 1871. Mrs. Taylor was born April 19, 1847, and was one of a family of six 
children, four of whom are living: Cornelia, now Mrs. Tankersley; John C., William H. and 
Mrs. Taylor. To our subject and wife have been born two daughters and one son: E. L., 
the wife of V. C. Kincannon; Nellie, a student at college: and Swepsou D., a student at Iuka, 
Miss. The parents are members of the Baptist church. Mr. Taylor devotes his time to 
planting and to some business interests which he has in Plantersville, Lee county. Politie- 
ally he affiliates with the democratic party and strongly supports all its measures. He is a 
man of sterling traits of character, and has a host of friends and admirers in the community. 

Hon. Robert Hudson Taylor, attorney, Sardis, Miss., is second in order of birth of five 
children born to Lawson G. and Augusta (Rawlings) Taylor, the father a native of Halifax 
county, Va.,and the mother of North Carolina. Lawson G,. Taylor came to Mississippi, when 
Robert Hudson was less than a year old, and located in Panola county, where he continued 
his occupation as a planter. His life was one of quiet, honest industry, and he died in S71, 
at the age of sixty-five years. He was a modest, unpretentious man, and one of the county’s 
best citizens. His father was a native of the Old Dominion, and his grandfather, Taylor, was 
a native of Wales, coming to this country at an early date and settling in Virginia. On the 
Rawlings side, Robert H. Taylor is of English extraction. The latter received a fair educa- 
tion in Panola county, where he was reared, and at the age of twenty-three years, while in the 
oftice of deputy cireuit clerk of the county, he began the study of law. At the breaking out 
of war he enlisted in company H, Seventeenth Mississippi regiment of Panola vindieators, 
and was first lieutenant of the same, his company participating in the first battle of Manas- 
sas, Leesburg, and other sharp skirmishes. His company drifted down on the peninsula, 
between the York and James rivers. In 1862 he joined the cavalry, aid was given command 
of company Kk, Valentine’s regiment, and was in constant service until peace was declared. 
He was in the Georgia and Tennessee campaigns, was at Holly Springs when General Van 
Dorn attacked General Grant’s depot of supplies, ete., and was in front of Vicksburg, under 
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General Johnston. In fact he was in almost constant engagements, from the time he enlisted 
until the South laid down its arms. He was in the last fight of Forrest’s command at Selma, 
Ala., and was in command of his regiment, which was surrendered by Gen. Dick Taylor in 
Alabama. Returning from the war, Mr. Taylor practiced law and farmed at Old Panola, 
then the county seat of Panola county. He selected as his life companion Miss Belle Alston, 
who was born in Mississippi, and who was the daughter of William and Mary (McLeod) 
Alston, uatives of Georgia. The fruits of this union have been nine children: Mary Belle, 
Eugene B., Blanche Irene, Robert Hudson, Jr., James A., Clair and Edith. In 1873, the 
courthouse being removed to Sardis, Mr. Taylor followed and has since been a resident of 
that place. The same year he was elected to the state senate, held that honorable position 
for four years, and in 1590 was a member of the constitutional convention. As a lawyer, Mr. 
Taylor is straightforward, clear-headed, well-balanced and persevering. He has a large prac- 
tice, and is noted for pertinacity and strict fidelity to the interests of his chents. He is the 
owner of about five thousand acres of land in Panola county, and of this has about two thou- 
sand five hundred acres under cultivation. He is president of the Bank of Sardis, which has 
a capital of $75,000, with $10,000 surplus; it is doing a large business and is one of the most 
prosperous institutions in the county. Mr. Taylor is an excellent business man, and in all eir- 
cumstances he has been an earnest disciple of progress and enterprise, hence his life has been 
one of thrift and prosperity. As the guardian of the people’s interests he has zealously 
prosecuted his undertakings, and has ever held the love and high esteem of his constituency. 
He is interested in whatever pertains to the welfare of his people. Myr. Taylor is an able 
attorney, an enterprising business man and a citizen of whom any country might well feel 
proud. He is pleasant and congenial and a fine conversationalist. Socially he is a member 
of the Masonic fraternity. 

Judge L. Temple, Nettleton, Miss., was born in North Carolina, in 1514, and is a son of 
Burrel and Harriet Tempie, also natives of North Carolina. The father was a democrat in 
his political belief, and a member of the Primitive Baptist church for fifty years. He was 
the able editor of two papers, known as the Primitive Baptist and the F'reedom’s Blade. 
He was connected with the former twenty-seven years, and with the latter fifteen years. He 
died in 1879, in North Carolina, on the place where he was born. His wife, Harriet, was the 
daughter of Henry Ivy, a native of North Carolina, born about 1705, and died in [S54. The 
subject of this notice received his education in the common schools, and was trained to the oceu- 
pation of a farmer. In 1833, October 24th, he was married to Lydia Powell, who was born 
in North Carolina, March 20, 1811, a daughter of Matthew and Elizabeth Powell, natives of 
the same state. ive children were born of this union. The mother died October 12, 1879. 
The children were named as follows: Harriet, wife of Wesley Strickland, had seven children; 
Lucy A., deceased, married S$. A. Shackford, and they had nine children: M. M. married 
Louisa Roberts, and they had born to them nine children, six of whom are living; Martha 
H. is the wife of J. G. Marlo, and the mother of three children; M. D., married Miss P. A. 
Riley, and they have five children, all of whom are living: he is a successful farmer, controll- 
ing one thousand acres of land, over three hundred of which are in a high state of cultiva- 
tion. He is one of the leading agriculturists, a liberal supporter of all publie enterprises, and 
a citizen whom all honor and respect. All of the Judge’s children are well settled in life, 
and are rearing children who will be an honor to their ancestry. Judge Temple has been 
prominently identified with the political history of his county. He is a stanch demoerat, 
and has figured conspicuously in all the deliberations of that party. He has been justice of 


the peace three terms, and supervisor of the court seven terms. As he was president of 


ARO" vei A AROYIEY 
A fi] 0 _ sf ; 
















































bepdei live val won) onl} mann mae wsvangiiyity J Sy partes tool 
ule tea Doras "Warns ro te hits ft teat alt al @ at Ril 
wirvolvaT doit wot) ed heobhwiete ane lil ath’ Bh peta rae 
wooed htO on beau Den val atta role A i AM itn di} aro rs i 
uolatd olfedl «iif aotasdavs vil aid hae eds tise Wet “lund los wi 
ie bie diy Yo 3 dail ad? eaw oly “hia ig ianiemie Wi 
{ vonkt caothlide ania awit aved anvil aid Yo ‘avian ‘git nigo9D to worttait 
JF al heal dot) A deft Jat .wokho bE petal oot ofount ff mone il 
Mot solyw? it ifn od fp wrouly? re ynied roetsent 70 
ition oltmonded wll bled sini vada edt oF hatools enw at ag woernve oD | Aonley: Judd 
wwel a4 Jinorwon lanolieliiewoe aid So tediasar sane ORAL it fies’ arene aed 


leks : iG : ren 
Tt Owiul » aad oft vires ywvery fits beoustad-How baba of Tiolo bees Molly unite al Or vil he 





in) dyerity ise 1 #) ctepaet gta by | M04 pays 


ul iH Jivilo «id lo eletatal aif! of yileb® bit Bue “rin aitiary 207 baton ai aw o 
vould ow) fooda en atl) to bum » whines Alon fai Dial le aston hanna iaeas evit duods 1 to TouWwe 
of haat al iby lo dant it to Jashiséiy a GE  woldpriitits eolversi® went 5a hoybauil avid 
busca wld Io ous ai bate and aril s Goeth at Hi searlepuse OOOO18 dit OON,GTE Ww Istiq »s 
i bon wan aed Motlooxs geet velgt + dito elt ai anroity tidaont pLTOW HOT 

od wail olil eid soned wehoyrotae bon eared To ube praih, hearse 16 ssl endl oil wyoersbecus 
rolnosx and 9% ae rat etolqoug ot) lo daiisiwy odd bA Sitsqedaty “Hin Stidh Yo mto 
end few avel ali Bled ve and bow gqiil fwtvobuin wid ‘palxon yg 
| faouy aid le otellew od} of entutiag yore thve wi hetenodni ai a] H 
1 flew digiet yrtanos yoo modw Toiemitio’s has i wasinrarrl gaistipro! mo ten peir1ooh 
wot es atad yllewet = clailarelimmevige wiih 4 bun peel io duneaniy ai okt hoor 
_ + ertiiersda it stnoeaM 6 dt 

is) hoe al aid caw , wait ndelion oly nto? af oybut 
Fiat ‘ pow edt <eailera) dit Io soviinir cate > soiigerorPstoirisll fran 4 fers t 


¢ f 
ns 


aw of a wiio Iuiiqual ovitionT af} to vedas hae ‘Loita tuoi iifog + it 
vyourlt rae ' 1 Jest, sivvtveie’ of? 2 woud ay iy ows 40 yotibe de old 

7 ; yy geet aw! nl iw fue rae toes qlaows sono} oul iltian Hato saw of 
wit euw elimi . GET | cain’ ea oa) eraulyy eenmiey att ae ,aoifers® iin ov ai’ is GTA! ivi yOiby 
iil Ms it bn i hy rod mau eailow ) dion" to Arisa ® vt ru | WwW toast ay ly 
_yaon 4d) al heutes) «aw Pan aloodua dors edt ni a hs etl Warisss edition eidd Lo do iclsse 
ura! evr ode hk gibyh of herria =a au An ba MOND 10 pent iT al Re win) ii Ye’ ee t y 
vi I ya 3 4 if} ie weotlyh te ty tot te iy NH | {At 170 ioe fi nail ibtroy Lo i 
Tet 2b aedote) beth sedhoort ol'T ° weehoe and To trol epee’ am vitilieo ovi Af hase vite ould 
if benttont® voleaW To ofiw tivtal sevotlot enh ouina ovew morbtito. a 

: ‘ a hed vod) bow Inclissd? A wa Presi yet been nntyad jibe yom 
tt one todd o rie seoblide wate nralf ob sétod Daal vout . ‘vin aby ple ‘Mtunel 

asilf baie... J -aorblide sendd to wilton od! bax olishiD 1 le siin oli zi . 
Uorines tonerat Ivleeovone = ai od SRevil ooe arty 16 Tin moi blida'e rit ov 7 eda foanss ggoti 
jlim to siete dell « ai ots doidw Yo herhond sardt a670 Dawl lo aera big wasn ito, i : 
Lie esaiqiates oifedig Hn to wdoquue lavedil :n ateiilnorgs yaifriol alt io ono vi oh’ - woit ia 





(T 
Gg 
{ 
r 
4 
<7 
i 


@ 


alil wi Belles Maw ain wolfe i anghirl wi Je ThA Jssqea: bite suo Sw tes othw omsitio a = 
rout wad Slane wahiat Viteoois HPMAY GT Hod try sel Fw onlyr forks file * quien «te bos 
ay onite uv eh OF hoo ent hs niin ‘Vsisitog walt ditiwe foil sali {Wasniase 


hay [+H oyding jad? Yo anoltwredilabl odt Ta nf olanore siegatron boningit asi fats 
yo dalam sow od eh nrel govoe hinges wild 16 ia birt arch — aes 
A i 4 ious , " y iy 


om 





oes 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 


gL 
oa 
=} 


court, at the time Lee county was organized, it became his duty, according to the existing 
laws, to order an election to vote upon organizing Lee county. He belongs to the Farmers’ 
Alliance, and is a prohibitionist. He is a member of the Primitive Baptist church, and has 
always been a zealous worker in the cause of his Master. The Judge makes his home with 
his son, M. D. Temple, on the old plantation where he settled in 1845. He has witnessed a 
wonderful change in the face of nature since that time; then he could stand in his doorway 
and shoot deer, turkey, and other wild game, while the redman roamed at will, com. 
prising the greater portion of the inhabitants. The Judge is still able to assist in overseeing 
the plantation, and is comparatively strong and hearty. His friends and adinirers insist 
upon his allowing his name to be used as a candidate for the state legislature, but he has no 
ambition or inclination in that direction. Too much cannot be said in praise of those hardy 
souls who took upon themselves the burden of going to the frontier in pioneer days and 
‘laying the foundation of the present advanced civilization, and the generation of this day 
should not forget the debt of gratitude they owe to their ancestry for the comforts and lux- 
uries they now enjoy. 

Moses R. Temple is one of the progressive planters of Lauderdale county, Miss., where 
he is the owner of one thousand two hundred and sixty acres of land, of which three hun- 
dred acres are under cultivation. This land is among the best in the county, and Mr. Temple 
being enterprising and energetic, it yields him large crops yearly. He was born in the county 
in which he now resides, in October, 1852, the fourth in a family of twelve children born to 
John W. I". and Sarah (Jones) Temple, the former of whom was born in North Carolina and 
the latter in Alabama. The mother was taken from the home of her birth to Kemper county, 
Miss., by her parents, when quite small, but Mr. Temple came to this section when a young 
man, and in Kemper county they met and married, remaining there about one year after 
their union. They then purchased land in Lauderdale county, and Mr. Temple made that 
the chief business of his life, accumulating a fair share of this world’s goods. He was a 
member of the board of county supervisors for a number of years, and for about fourteen 
years filled the office of justice of the peace. He was well known throughout the county, 
and had the respect of all who knew him, for he possessed numerous worthy qualities. After 
a useful and well-spent life, he died at his home in this county, in 1SSO, his widow surviving 
him only three years. Of the children born to them, six sons and one daughter survive them. 
Moses R. Temple remained under the shelter of the parental roof until he was eighteen 
years of age, at which early age he was married to Miss Ella Shepherd, a daughter of Will- 
iam and Ann (Cochran) Shepherd, natives of Mississippi and Alabama, respectively, the 
former of whom was killed while serving in the Confederate army at the battle of Atlanta. 
His widow afterward married Reuben Smith, and at the present time is residing in Lauder- 
dale county. After his marriage Mr. Temple set energetically to work to make a competency 
for himself and family, and as above stated, is now the owner of one of the finest plantations 
in the county. He held the office of justice of the peace for two years, and at one time was 
bailiff for a short time. Like his father before him he has many warm friends, and ranks high 
in the estimation of all who know him. He is deservedly considered a high-minded 
and honorable gentleman, and he and his wife are active and worthy members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. He is also a member of the A. FL & A. M. and the Farm 
ers’ Alliance, and contributes liberally of his means to worthy causes. ‘lo himself and 
wife two daughters have been born: Hattie and Mabel. 

Judge Samuel H. Terral, of Clarke county, Miss., was born in Jasper county of that 
state in 1885, His parents were James S. and Aletha (fHeielburg) Terral. His father was 
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born in Wayne county, in 1509, a son of Edward Terral, of Welsh descent, who was born in 
South Carolina, but moved to Mississippi, going there at an early day and settling in Wayne 
county. He fought in the Revolutionary war, in: which he enlisted from the state of South 
Carolina, where he then lived. His wife was a member of the Stevens family. The father 
was one of five children reared by his parents, the most of whom were born in this state. He 
was one of the early settlers in this section of the state, and became a prominent planter. 
He was married in Perry county of this state, in 1831, and reared a family of tive sous and 
three daughters. Of these, John H. died in 1861; James 8S. Terral, who in IS5S was 
elected district attorney of the eighth district, over a very popular incumbent. In IS61, 
when the call for volunteers was made, he left his cireuit and raised a company for the war, 
of which he was elected captain. It was designed for an infantry company, but the need in 
that arm of service being supplied, he turned over the company to Capt. Melancthon Smith, 
a graduate of West Point, for the artillery service. In the fallof 1561, a new call for troops 
being made, with the aid of Major Welborne, he raised the Seventh Mississippi battalion, 
composed of seven companies from southeastern Mississippi, of which he was elected com- 
manding officer, heutenant colonel. After a short training, the battalion was attached to 
Little’s division of General Price’s army. It was in the affair at Iuka, September 19, and in 
the battle at Corinth, October 3, 1862. On the latter day, while leading his battalion, with 
spirit and gallantry, he was wounded in the left breast, and was still leading and encouraging 
his men in the thickest of the fight, when he was stricken to the ground by a minie-ball, 
which broke the bone of the thigh, just above the knee. His left leg was amputated and his 
wound had nearly healed when erysipelas set in, of which he died November 2, 1862. He 
was generous and brave to a fault and had the full confidence of his men. When death 
approached he sent a loving remembrance and farewell to his family, in which he expressed 
his content to die, in that he died for his country. The next in order of birth is the subject 
of this sketch, Edward S. ‘Terral, who lives in Texas and was Heutenant of the Sixteenth 
Mississippi regiment; Milton was lieutenant of the Thirty-seventh Mississippi regiment, 
company ©, and was killed at Corinth, October 4, 1862; Ardelissa was married to Mr. Munger 
and died in Jasper county; Nannie became the wife of Mr. Smith, and is living in Jasper 
county; Lucretia, who also married a Mr. Smith. is residing in Heidelburg. The father of 
these children died in Jasper county, February, 187). He was a Mason of high standing and 
a member as well as a minister of the Baptist chureh. The mother, who was a daughter of 
Thomas C. Heielburg, was born in the state of Georgia, of which her parents were both 
natives, they coming here at an early date and locating for a time in Perry county, whence they 
removed to Jasper county, where they died, the mother at Quitman, in IS85. The early life 
of Judge Terral was passed in Jasper county. He was educated in the common-schools and 
later attended Oxford university. Still later he studied law and hung out his shingle as a 
legal practitioner at Quitman, in TSoS. He was district attorney of this county for eight 
years, and in 1861 was a member of the secession convention of this state. At another time 
he represented his county in the legislature. In ISS2 he was appointed judge of the cireuit 
court, a position which he has held with eredit up to the present time. In February he 
enlisted in company C, of the Thirty-seventh Mississippi regiment, of which company he was 
elected captain and served with that rank till 1865, when he was promoted to the rank of 
Atlanta, the Atlanta 
courthouse affair, Franklin, and Nashville, Teun. Immediately after the war he settled per- 


major. He was present at the engagements of Tuka, Corinth, Vicksburg, ! 


manently at Quitman, and engaged in the practice of law. He was married in [So? to Mary 
KE. McLeod, a daughter of Alexander MeLeod, of Winchester, whose wife was Lydia Avera. 
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Mr. McLeod was a native of South Carolina, who came with his parents to Mississippi 
‘when he was a small boy, the family locating in Greene county. He was a son of John 
and Mary (Bethune) McLeod. Mrs. Judge Terral’s mother was born in Greene county, 
Miss., in IS19, a daughter of Powell Avera and wife, who was formerly a Miss Susana 
Middleton, who early settled in Wayne county. They were married in Greene county. Miss. , 
in 1836, and Mrs. Terral was her only child. Mrs. McLeod died in February, 1587, in 
Greene county, and her father married a second time, and by that union had four chil- 
dren: IKXenneth, John, Laughlin and Margaret, who was named for her mother. Mrs. 
MecHeod’s parents, as were also her grandparents, were among the early pioneers of this 
state. Her father was a physician and died in 1855. Mrs. Terral was born in Greene 
county, in 1836, and has borne her husband six children, of whom four are living: James 
A., a ee | man residing at Meridian, Miss.; he married Maud Massingale, of this 
county, who died leaving bim one son, James A.; Joseph Ji., a suecessful attorney at law; 
Mary A. and Samuel H., who are living at home with their parents; John 8S. and Milton 
K. are dead. Judge Terral has been interested in polities all his life, and has always done 
his full share toward the general development and improvement of the county. Many 
years ago he united with the Masonic fraternity, and he and his wife are both members of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Dr. George A. Teunisson, now president of the Farmers’ Alliance of Mississippi, is a 
practicing physician and life-long resident and planter of Lawrence county. He was born 
within six miles of Monticello, August 21, IS41. He is a son of John Henry and Mary Ann 
(KXennicott) Teunisson. His father was born in Amsterdam, Holland, July 4, 1800, and his 
mother was a native of Connecticut, born December 31, 1S11, and was reared in Cattaraugus 
county, N.Y. John H. Teunisson was a son of John Teunisson, a Danish sailor, who 
married Susan Van Bergen, a native of Holland, and who followed a seafaring life between 
Holland and Denmark, dying in the latter place in [SO2. At one time during his life, he had 
been very wealthy, but his fortune became so reduced that, at his death, his family was left 
in very moderate circumstances. His wife died in Holland at a very advanced age, in 1855, 
after fifty-three vears of widowhood. She had several children, of whom the father of our 

subject was the youngest. He was apprenticed to learn the trade of chair-making. Later 
he took up the shoemaker’s trade. When quite a youth he left home with a theatrical troupe, 
but, after a short time, returned to his mother, only to leave again in a short time for 
the sea. Embarking on board of ship, the vessel was wrecked on the coast of Cuba, and he 
anid one other were the only ones saved. They were rescued by a ship bound for Brazil. 
In that country, the father of our subject remained for about one year, when he shipped for 
New Orleans, going soon to north Louisiana, where he engaged in planting and trading. 
He was at that time about eighteen years of age. He removed thence to Pike county, Miss. , 
where he followed the same occupation. In 1828 he engaged in merchandising, on Canal 
street, New Orleans, but later he sold out his store and invested his money in goods, intend. 
ing to bring them to Monticello, Miss., and there engage in merchandising, but the schoouer 
on which his goods were loaded was wrecked on Lake Ponchatrain, and all on board, except 
Mr. J'eunisson and the captain lost their lives. They were obliged to remain three days in 
the rigging, before being rescued. Mr. Teunisson, having lost all of his possessions, was 
obliged to begin life anew. He began planting for a time, in 18380, carrying out his orivinal 
intention of engaging in the mercantile business, which he continued untilabout 1840, when 
he again engaged in farming, which he followed for some years. After a time be relinquished 


this occupation, and again turned his attention to the mercantile pursuits, in Monticello, 
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where he continued with suceess until 1S67, when he retired from business and removed to 
New Orleans, possessed of considerable property. He lived there quietly until 1873, when 
in Keokuk, Iowa, he was attacked with cholera, and died. He was a man of great energy and 
force of character, honest in every sense, in all of his dealings. He was a member aud an 
elder in the Presbyterian church, and was a member of the Eastern Star lodge, A. IF’. & A. 
M., of Monticello, Miss. In polities he was a whig, and a Union man in sentiment and 
influence. His favorite recreation was chess playing, at which he was skillful. 

The mother of our subject still survives, and is a resident of New Orleans, though she 
is now quite feeble. She has been for many years a member of the Presbyterian church. 
Mr. and Mrs. Teunisson had ten children, four of whom are still living: Isabella E. married 
John S. Lamkin, of Magnolia, Miss.; Charles E. is a merchant at Summit, Miss.; Alice E. 
is the wife of Wallace Wood, of Madison, Wis.; James and Eugene died in childhood; 
Willie H. was a member of General Gordon’s staff, acting as a courier, was captured by the 
Federals at Nashville, Tenn., and died at Camp Chase, Ohio, at the age of eighteen years; 
he was the youngest of the family and a general favorite with all who knew him; Helen L. 
married Col. M. A. Oatis, and lived in Monticello, where she died in 1866, leaving her hus- 
band two children. Two other children died in infancy, being unnamed. Dr. George A. 
Teunisson was reared in Monticello, Miss., and was educated at the common schools near his 
home and at the Monticello academy, he studied medicine, which study was interrupted for 
four years by the war. While a student at what is now Tulane Medical college, he enlisted 
in company A, of the Twenty-second Mississippi regiment, with which he served until the 
close of the war. He took part in the campaigns around Vicksburg, at Baton Rouge, and in 
the campaigns in Kentucky under General Johnston, being present at the battles of Corinth, 
Vicksburg, Rolling fork, Baton Rouge, Baker’s creek, Jackson, Resaca, Atlanta, New Hope 
church, Peachtree creek, Decatur, Columbia, Franklin, and Nashville. He was in the rear 
guard, to which is given the credit of having saved Hood’s army when retreating from Nash- 
ville. After the return of Hood from Tennessee, Dr. Teunisson received a furlough of sixty 
days and returned to his home, but rejoined the army at Demopolis, Ala., and was paroled at 
Meridian, May, 1865. He was regularly promoted from fourth sergeant of his company to 
that of adjutant of the Twenty-second regiment, but upon the reorganization of the regiment 
he was appointed first lieutenant of company A, Twenty-second Mississippi regiment. 

Returning home at the close of the war, he re-entered Tulane Medical college, but his 
studies were interrupted, this time by illness in his family, and he was prevented from im- 
mediately returning to the institution, from which he finally graduated in 1SS4. Soon after 
he began the practice of his profession in Monticello, and he has come to be regarded as one 
of the leading physicians of his county. He was married April 5, 1866, to Miss Anna C. 
Daughtry, a daughter of Knos Daughtry, a native of Anson county, N.C. Mr. Daughtry 
was born December 6, 1806, and came to Mississippi when a child, with his parents, Enos 
and Catherine (Bryant) Daughtry. He was a member of a Quaker family, of Trish and 
French ancestry, who went to Treland as refugees from France, and thence to America, at 
the time of the Huguenot massacre. The family landed at Natchez, and were residents near 
there for a time, later removing to Pike county, Miss., where Enos, the father of Mrs. Teun- 
isson, was reared. He was married in Pike county, and then removed to Hinds county in 
1839, and thence to Lawrence county in 1846. He was a planter, a hotel-keeper and a 
merchant, during different periods of his life. His wife was Mary Ann, daughter of Richard 
and Anna (Stovall) Ratbff, who was born in South Carolina, August 380, 1816, and came, 
when a child, with her parents to Pike county, where she grew to womanhood. ‘To this 
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union have been born five children, three of whom are living: Dr. J. B. Daughtry of Brook- 
haven; J. H. Daughtry of Houston, Tex., and wife of Dr. George A. Teunisson; Roy 'T. 
served as a soldier in the late war and was a prisoner of war for seven months at Point Look- 
out, and died at the age of thirty-two years; Clara died at the age of two years. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Teunisson have been born six children, five of whom are living: Mary A., who graduated from 
Whitworth college in 1S91; and Alice, Rose, George E. and John H. are members of their 
parents’ home. Dr. Teunisson is a democrat in politics and has twice represented his county in 
the state legislature, having been reélected in 1580 and again in 1586. He was elected vice pres- 
ident of the Farmers’ Alliance of the state of Mississippi, and sueceeded to the presidency on 
the death of R. C. Patty, the former president. The Doctor is also much interested in Mas- 
onry. He was elected master of the Eastern Star lodge in 1868, and has held that position 
for twenty years. He is now a district deputy grand master of this order, a position which 
he has filled for the past ten years. He and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church, 
in which he has held the office of elder for twenty years, being also superintendent of the 
Sunday-school. He has been acting superintendent of education for two years, as a substitute 
for the appointed superintendent, whois a lady. Outside of bis professional duties, the Doctor 
is engaged in planting, having a five home near Monticello. His practice is large and lucra- 
tive. Heis a member of the State Medical association. 

Dr. Andrew H. Thomas (deceased) was a very prominent physician, living near Cumber- 
land, Webster county, Miss., whither he had removed in 1857, but was a native of Nashville, 
Tenn., born in 1818. His father, Andrew Thomas, removed to the Lone Star state many 
years ago, followed farming and trading, and there received his final summons. Dr. Thomas 
left his home in Nashville when about fourteen years of age, went to Pickens county, Ala., 
and. worked there for a short time. | He started life a poor boy and earned his first twenty- 
five cents by carrying brick allday. He afterward learned the blacksmith’s trade, and worked 
at the forge until he earned money enough to buy a negro, who was taken sick on the day he 
paid for him and died in a few days. He continued to work at his trade until he made 
money enough to buy another negro, for whom he paid $1,800. This negro he taught the 
blacksmith trade, and this way the Doctor continued to carry on blacksmithing, and in 
connection, also, engaged in farming, for a number of years investing the proceeds in negroes, 
ete. About 1840 he married Miss Martha E. Walker, who was also born near Nashville, 
Tenn., in 1824. She went with her parents to Lowndes county, Miss., where she was mar- 
ried to Dr. Thomas. From boyhood, Dr. Thomas had had a taste for the medical profession, 
and prior to his marriage had taken a course of lectures, not with an intention, however, of 
making that his profession, but merely for his own satisfaction. | An occasional professional 
call to a sick neighbor soon gave evidence as to his skill and ability as a physician, and after 
the Civil war, his slaves having been freed, he placed his farming interest in the hands of 
other men, he, himself, devoting his entire attention to his profession. This he followed with 
marked success until his death in January, 1591. He was a man of strong and vigorous mind 
and those who knew him best, loved and appreciated him most. The willing heart and ready 
hand that so often ministered to others in the alleviation of suffering and the prolonging of 
life was helpless before the Great Reaper. He left a devoted wife and a family of interesting 
children to mourn their loss. 

Noble, generous and hospitable, he had a kind word for everybody, and the child of 
want never went empty-handed from his door. He was influential and active in all that 
went toward the advancement of the town and county, and was ever ready to 


ive his weight 


ica 
to any worthy enterprise for the public weal. He was a devout Methodist, and was for- 
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merly a member of the Masonic fraternity. He was a good financier and left a handsome 
property. Soon after his marriage he settled in Nashville, Miss., where he resided until 
about 1857, when he removed to what is now Webster county, where he made his future 
home. He was one of a large family of children. His widow, who still resides on the old 
farm near Cumberland, is an excellent lady and a devout Methodist, also. Her father, Mr. 
Walker, removed many years ago from Tennessee to Lowndes county, Miss., where he died 
when Mrs. Thomas was a girl. Dr. Thomas was the father of ten children, viz.: John, 
died at nine years of age; Mary, now deceased, was the wife of Dr. F. N. Arnold, of Wal- 
thall; Sallie, wife of D. T. Hartley, a planter near Cumberland; Andrew H. was born in 
Lowndes county, in 1851, and passed his boyhood in assisting on the farm and in attending 
the common-schools. In 1865 his father placed him in his dry goods store at Bellefontaine, 
as a clerk, and after serving two years in that capacity he returned to his father’s farm. In 
1873 he engaged in merchandising at Cumberlaud, where he has been in business ever since, 
and is perhaps the leading merchant of the county, carrying a very heavy stock of general 
merchandise; he also has large planting interests. He is one of the most successful busi- 
ness men of northern Mississippi, is an excellent financier and is a gentleman in every sense 
of the term. The next child, in order of birth, born to Dr. Thomas, was John A., also a 
prominent merchant at Cumberland. The latter was born in Lowndes county, Miss., in 
1853, received a common-school education, and since 1870 has been merchandising. He also 
has large planting interests, and is a man not only respected and honored for his upright and 
honest dealing, but is one of the county’s best citizens. The doctor’s sixth child was Cath- 
arine C. (deceased), who was the wife of A. W. Dominick, of Houston. James L. died in 
infancy. James Walker was burned to death in a building in Winona, October 6, 1889. 
He was a merchant also, and had been to Memphis to purchase goods, and on his return 
stopped over night at that place to wait for the tram. He was a young man of excellent 
habits, fine business ability, and had a bright future opening before him, He was educated 
at Cumberland and at the state university. Laura E., wife of J. E. Clark, an attorney, of 
Walthall, and Dr. Sylvester $., who is a practicing physician now on the old homestead. 
Sylvester S. received his education principally at Cumberland and graduated in his profession 
from Louisville (Ky.) Medical college. 

C. L. Thomas is a Hinds county Mississippian, born in the month of July, 1829, and 
throughout life he has followed the calling of a planter, at which he has been reasonably suc- 
cessful. He is the fourth of eight children born to Andrew Thomas, a native of Tennessee, 
who came to the state of Mississippi when about eighteen years of age, and eventually became 
the owner of a large amount of real estate in Hinds county, and was one of its most substan- 
tial citizens prior to the opening of the Civil war. C. L. Thomas, like the majority of youths, 
was an attendant of the common schools during his youth, but at the age of fifteen years he 
entered Mississippi college at Clinton, where he spent four years, but did not complete the 
course. At the age of nineteen years he engaged in general merchandising at Clinton, con- 
tinuing until 1861, when be closed out his business, which had been a very profitable and pros- 
perous one. After the war he became assistant superintendent of the Alabama & Vicksburg 
railroad, continuing until 1866. Mr. Thomas’ first purchase of land was on the Big Black 
river in 1868, a tract of ten hundred and eighty acres. on which he engaged in farming, and 
has been so occupied ever since. In IS70 he purchased another valuable traet of land, 
containing eleven hundred acres, the most of which is in pasture, and which he uses as 
a stockfarm. He is quite extensively engaged in the raising of horses, mules and eaittle, 
about thirty colts being foaled each spring. -He has two fine thoroughbred horses, also two 
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pedigreed jacks, and his herd of Jersey and Holstein cattle is an exceptionally large and fine 
one. His home place, which contains six hundred acres, was purchased in 1885, and on this 
place is a handsome and comfortable residence, pleasantly located. He has about fifteen hun- 
dred acres under cultivation, on which be annually raises about two hundred and fifty bales 
of cotton, and has three hundred acres devoted to grass, from which he secures two hundred 
and fifty tons of hay, which he is now selling at $16 per ton. Five hundred acres of his land 
are heavily covered with timber, the most valuable woods being oak, hickory and wal- 
nut. He is enterprising and progressive in every respect; is intelligent, well posted and up 
with the times, and has always been strictly honorable in all bis business transactions. He 
has always manifested much interest in the cause of education, and for at least twenty years 
has been trustee of Central Female institute and Mississippi college. He was married in 
1864 to Miss Cabbell, of Hinds county, which union has not resulted in the birth of any chil- 
dren. He is a worthy and earnest member of the Baptist church, in which he is a deacon, 
and socially is a member of the A. F. & A. M. 

B. F. Thomas, merchant, and manager of Chamberlain hotel. Grenada, Miss., was born 
March 23, 1846, in Sumter county, Ala., and was the youngest of a family of nine children 
born to Morrison and Patience (Horn) Thomas, natives of the Old North state. Morrison 
Thomas was born April 17, 1802, and was the second son of a family of eight children, 
seven sons and one daughter, born to the marriage of Theopolis Thomas, who was a native of 
the famous old Edgetield district, N.C. The latter’s eldest son, Archibald, was the first 
husband of Mrs. Dr. Trimble (see sketch); Wade R., the third son, died in Meridian, Miss., 
leaving a wife and two children; John R. died in Alabama during the latter part of the war, 
and left a wife and child, both of whom were soon laid to rest; Edwin resides in Gainesville, 
Ala., where he is engaged in merchandising; Bennett B., makes his home in Sumter county, 
Ala., and there follows the occupation of a planter; James R. died in 1867, leaving a wife 
and two children, and Margaret R., the daughter, married W. B. Barnes, who came to Mis- 
sissippi in 1850, and who died eighteen years later, leaving a large family, two of whom are 
now living, Willie and Margaret. Morrison Thomas resided in Alabama for a number of 
years, and then, in 1549, immigrated to Mississippi, coming overland to this state. He settled 
on a place eight miles west of Grenada, and became one of the leading planters of the 
county. He was a stanch whig and kept himself well posted, being a constant reader of 
the news. He was a member of the Presbyterian chureh and a hberal contributor to the 
same. He was also a member of the I. O. O. I’. lodge of Grenada, and a Mason of the same 
place. His death oecurred on April 17, 1872, in Mississippi, after a long and useful life. 
His wife, whom he married in North Carolina, was born in 1805 and died on December 31, 
1869, in full communion with the Presbyterian church. Both were kind, generous and hos- 
pitable, and won the respect and esteem of all with whom they came in contact. Of the 
large family of children born to this union, four lived to be grown and three survive at the 
present time: A. V. B., the eldest (see sketch of J. T. Thomas), and Rebecea F., who is the 
wife of C. C. Peete, formerly of Parson’s station, and who is now keeping a hotel, the Brink- 
ley house, at Greenwood, Miss. She was educated at the Female institute. Her husband 
is one of the very early settlers of this county, baving located and settled a place near what 
is now Parson’s station, and this was named Peete postoftice, for him. B. F. Thomas came to 
Mississippi, with his parents, when but three years of age, and supplemented a common-school 
education by attending the Masonic academy, where he received a thorough education. After 
the war he commenced for himself as a farmer, followed this occupation for about six years 
on the old home place, and on coming to Grenada clerked for Lake Bros., until 1576, 
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when he was made deputy sheriff under Capt. R. N. Hall, continuing in that capacity 
until 1879, when he was in the brokerage business for a short time. He formed a partnership 
with his brother, A. V. B. Thomas, in the grocery business in 1882, and this they still con- 
tinue. In 1859 they took charge of the Chamberlain hotel, and are now keeping one of the 
best and most popular houses in the state, our subject having full charge of the same and his 
brother, A. V. B., of the store. B. F. Thomas was married first to Miss Flora Lewis, daughter 
of John Lewis, a native of Tennessee and the niece of J. M. Dunkin (see sketch). She was born 
in 1847 and died in 1869, leaving one child, Effie. She was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. Effie Lewis became the wife of R. W. Mullin, but is now deceased, leav- 
ing one child, Mary Mullen (see sketch of R. W. Mullin). Mr. Thomas was married the 
second time to his present wife, whose maiden name was Annie Poston, of Shelby county, 
Tenn., and who was the daughter of William King and Mary (Park) Poston, both decend- 
ants of wealthy and distinguished families. Mrs, Thompson was educated at the Female 
college, Memphis, and is a lady of culture and high social standing. Her father was a very 
eminent lawyer, but had never held public office, except that of member of the legislature in 
1866-7. To the union of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas was born two children: Frank and 
Morrison. Mrs. Thomas isa member of the Methodist church. Mr. Thomas entered the 
Confederate army, during the last eighteen months of the war, in Ballentine’s regiment, 
Arwmstrong’s brigade, Jackson’s division, and participated in all the battles fought by that 
regiment from that time until the retreat from Resaca to Atlanta. He is a member of the 
I. O. O. F., Grenada lodge No. 6, Knights of Pythias No. 8, and the Masonic lodge No. 31, 
in which he is a Knight Templar. Mr. Thomas has been treasurer of the grand lodge of 
Knights of Pythias for eleven years, and in 1SS9 he was elected past grand chancellor of 
the state of Mississippi. He takes a great deal of interest in society work. In polities Mr. 
Thomas is a democrat and is well posted on all the- political issues of the day. He attends 
closely to business and is popular and highly respected by all. He is a descendant of one of 
the most prominent families in the state. 

J. Talbert Thomas, cashier of Grenada bank, chancery clerk of the county and secretary 
of the Central Fair and Livestock association, the meeting of which was held at Grenada, 
Miss., and which embraces the counties of Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Le Flore, Talla- 
hatchie, Yalobusha, Calhoun, Choctaw and Webster, is a native of Mississippi, born in what 
is now Grenada county and reared in the city of Grenada. He is a son of Adrian V. B. and 
Mary HE. (Nason) Thomas, grandson of Morrison and Patience (Horn) Thomas, and great- 
grandson of Theopolis Thomas, who was of Edgefield county, N. C. Morrison Thomas was 
born in the Old North state in 1802, and moved to Mississippi in 1849. He was a stanch 
whig in politics, and after moving to the last named state settled on what was afterward 
known as Whig island, on the Yalobusha river, where he reared his family and opened a 
large farm. He soon became the owner of large tracts of land, many negroes, and was one 
of the representative citizens of the county. Although a man of prominence and very active 
in political affairs, he was no officeholder. He was a leading member of the Presbyterian 
church, and died on the 17th of April, 1872, at the age of seventy years. His wife was born 
in North Carolina in 1805, died on the 31st of December, 1869, at the age of sixty-four years. 
She was also a member of the Presbyterian church. Of their eight children Adrian VY. B. 
Thomas was the eldest, and is one of the three now surviving. His birth occurred on the 31st 
of March, 1835, and he was educated in Grenada. He served during the last three years of 
the war in Ballentine’s regiment, Armstrong’s brigade, Jackson’s division, Mississippi cavalry, 
and was wounded and captured at the battle of Selma, Ala., on the Ist of April, 1865. He 
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was shot in the leg, below the knee, and from this injury he has never fully recovered. Soon 
after the war he settled at Grenada as a merchant, and was elected chancery clerk in 1876, 
holding that position in a satisfactory and creditable manner for eight years, or two terms. 
He is one of the best and most popular men in the county, as well as one of its oldest citizens; 
has a host of warm friends, and his uprightness and integrity are proverbial. He is social, 
kind, and very charitable. He is one of the leading merchants of Grenada, owns a one-half 
interest in Chamberlain hotel, is a director of the Merchants’ bank of Grenada, and is also 
engaged in planting. He married Miss Mary E. Nason, of Grenada county, who was left an 
orphan when achild. Her grandfather was of Irish ancestry. This union was blessed by 
the birth of six children, five of whom are now living. The parents are leading members of 
the Presbyterian church, in which Mr. Thomas has been an elder for many years. He has 
been a member of the I. O. O. F. lodge No. 6, for nearly thirty years, and in politics is a 
democrat, having been very active in political affairs in early life. J. Talbert Thomas, the 
second in order of birth of the above mentioned children, is aselfmade man. At the age of 
sixteen years he commenced clerking in a store, and one year later was made deputy 
chancery clerk under his father, and at the early age of twenty-one years he was made 
circuit clerk. In 1887 he was elected chancery clerk and this office he is holding at the 
present time. The Grenada bank was organized in July, 1890, with J. W. Griffis, B. C. 
Adams, Edgar Wert, Walter Trotter and Judge A. J. Roane as directors, and Mr. Thomas 
was made cashier in September, of the same year. This bank has a paid-up capital of $60,- 
000. Mr. Thomas is not only one of the county’s most energetic, thorough-going business 
men, but, having the public interest in view, is foremost in the support of charitable, pro- 
gressive and praiseworthy enterprises. In polities he ts strictly democratic. He is a member 
of the I. O. O. F. lodge No. 6, and is at present deputy grand master of the state of Missis- 
sippi, baving attended all the meetings of the grand lodge since his election to the office. He 
is also a member of the Knights of Pyihias. Like his father and grandfather before him, he 
is a worthy member of the Presbyterian church. He was married to Miss Ruth A., youngest 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. R. L. Jones, on May 19, 1891. 

J. V. Thomas, of Cardsville, ex-sheriff of Itawamba county, was born in Hickman 
county, Tenn., August 30, 1819. He is a son of Samuel and Nancy (Sparks) Thomas, who 
were natives of Georgia. His parents were members of the Missionary Baptist church, and 
they had six sons and two daughters, seven of their eight children living to be grown. Of 
this family, J. V. Thomas was the first born. He was educated in Hardeman county, Tenn., 
and began life for himself, as a mechanic, at an early age. December 28, 1843, he married 
Miss Martha A. Bourland, who was born in Mississippi, a daughter of James S. and Mary 
(Hudspeth) Bourland, and who has borne Mr. Thomas six children, five of whom lived to 
maturity: Samuel J., Mary E., Rebecca, Eulalia, Eliza and Fleming H., who is deceased. 
Mr. Thomas has lived on his present homestead since 1844, and was one of the early settlers 
of this part of the county. He accumulated considerable property, and his influence in local 
matters is recognized by all his fellow-citizens. Politically he is a democrat, and on the 
democratic ticket was elected to the office of sheriff of Itawamba county, a position which 
he held with great credit during a period of seven years. His wife is a member of the Pres- 
byterian church, and he is a Master Mason of Jong standing. Liberal and progressive in his 
views, and generous and helpful by nature, he has done much to aid all worthy local causes, 
and has contributed his full share to the establishment and maintenance of churches, schools 
and other means of public advancement and enlightenment. 

Rey. R. 8. Thomas, D. D., the present pastor of the Cumberland Presbyterian church of 
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Coffeeville, Miss., is one of the most highly respected citizens of Yalobusha county. He was 
born in Wilson county, Tenn., in October, 1820, and is the son of Jacob and Mary (Donnell) 
Thomas. The parents were born in the state of North Carolina, and removed with their 
parents in childhood to Tennessee, settling in Wilson county; there they grew to mature 
years and were married. They had born to them fifteen children, thirteen of whom lived to 
be grown; there were nine daughters and six sons, all of whom are now deceased, excepting 
our subject and Mrs. MeLean. Thomas D. and G. B., two of the brothers, also entered the 
ministry. R.S. Thomas was the fifth child born, and was educated in the University of 
Lebanon, Tenn. He did his first ministerial work at Dryesburg, Tenn., and thence came 
to Coffeeville, Miss., where he has since been engaged in the work of the Master. He has 
preached upward of sixteen hundred sermons and has been actively interested in educational 
affairs. He was the founder of the Coffeeville academy in 1852; this institution flourished 
until the breaking out of the war, Dr. Thomas being president and Misses Patton and Ingals 
assistant teachers. The school was re-opened, and continued until the present school was 
founded in 1870. Dr. Thomas had the degree of A. M. conferred upon him in 1859, and 
that of D. D. in 1877. He was married in Coffeeville to Miss Elizabeth L. Carr, a native of 
New Hampshire, who came to Mississippi in her childhood with her parents; she was reared 
and educated in Yalobusha county, and was a most efficient worker in the Cumberland 
Presbyterian church. She died in 1871. Dr. Thomas was married a second time to Miss 
Aunie Rayburn, a daughter of D. M. Rayburn, one of the very earliest settlers and founders 
of Coffeeville. He donated the land for the site of the place in 1834. He was the first clerk 
of Yalobusha county, and held the office for a number of years. He was the first merchant 
to do business in Coffeeville. He was a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and 
was one of its most liberal supporters; he was an elder at the time of his death. Mr. Ray- 
burn was a native of Obion county, Tenn. He married Miss Harriet L. Buntin, a Virginian 
by birth, who came with her parents to Mississippi. She died in 1866, having had born to 
her five children, three of whom lived to maturity, and only one of whom now survives, the 
wife of Dr. Thomas. One of the sons, Rutilius, died in the war in Tennessee. Mrs. Thomas 
is the eldest child, she was reared and educated in Coffeeville. The Doctor and his wife are 
among the most highly respected people of the county, and rank with the leading citizens of 
Coffeeville. Dr. Thomas at one time was a member of the Masonic fraternity, belonging to 
the Blue lodge and chapter. 

William B. Thomas is a native of Dinwiddie county, Va., where he was born on the 5th 
of December, 1858, the fifth in a family of six, born to Edward and Agnes E. (Thompson) 
Thomas, natives of Virginia. Edward Thomas was a planter, a calling he followed until 
the opening of the Civil war, when he enlisted in the Confederate service, serving until his 
death, which occurred in 1863, at the age of forty-seven years. The paternal grandparents, 
David and Annie Thomas, were also Virginians, their parents having been early settlers of 
that state, and among its most prominent citizens. William B. Thomas was educated in the 
private schools of his native state, and in ISSO became a resident of Mississippi, where he 
has since made his home. When only fifteen years of age he began to fight the battle of life 
for himself, and owing to his pluck, perseverance and energy he is now worth about 350,000. 
He is the owner of some eleven hundred acres of land, of which he has five hundred acres 
under cultivation, and is worthy the reputation he has won as a progressive, industrious and 
enterprising agriculturist. He is very practical in his views, keeps fully apace with the 
progress made ip his calling, and is ever ready to adopt new and improved methods upon his 
plantation, In {887 his marriage to Miss Pattie Connell was celebrated, and their union 
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has been blessed in the birth of two little daughters: Eveline P., who died August 3, 1888, 
and Agnes E., who is an interesting and promising child. Mrs. Thomas is a daughter of 
W. C. Connell, who was born in Wilkinson county, Miss., November 26, 1821, in which state 
he is still makiog his home, having thoroughly identified himself with its interests. Mr. 
Thomas is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. As a citizen his reputation is 
untarnished, and in all the affairs of life he has borne himself in an upright manner, and is 
now recognized as a man of true worth. He is extremely well informed and naturally intel- 
ligent, and as a conversationalist is very interesting and entertaining. His manners are 
easy, courteous and pleasant, and he has the grace and tact of putting all at their ease who 
enter his presence. He is a member of the Knights of Honor, of which he is @ warm sup- 
porter, and he thoroughly approves of worthy secret organizations. He is of medium stature, 
and is of rather fair complexion. 

Bishop Hugh Miller Thompson, now at the head of the Episcopal church of Mississippi, 
was born in the city of Londonderry, Ireland, June 5, 1830. While he was yet a child his 
parents immigrated to the United States, locating first at Caldwell, N. J., where they remained 
eight years, when they removed to Cleveland, Ohio. John Thompson, the father of Hugh, 
was a contractor by occupation, and came to the United States with the view of having a 
better and a larger field for carrying on his business. The Thompson family were purely 
English, and belonged to the church of England. The mother, whose maiden name was 
Ann Miller, was of Scotch origin, and the family were strong Presbyterians. While on their 
way to the United States they were shipwrecked in the bay of St. Lawrence, losing every- 
thing they had. The father died in Columbus, Ohio; the mother is still living. The subject 
of this sketch received an academical education in the schools of Cleveland, and took his 
theological course at Nasbotah house, Wisconsin. He was ordained deacon at that place 
June 6, 1852, by Bishop Kemper, and priest in St. John’s church, Portage, Wis., August 31, 
1856. During his deaconate he had charge of Grace church, Madison, Wis. Tn 1853 he 
removed to Maysville, Ky., where he remained one year, and then returned to Wisconsin, 
where he was assigned to mission work at Portage and Baraboo. Immediately on his ordina- 
tion to the priesthood, he became rector of St. John’s church, at Portage. In 1858 he was 
elected rector of St. Matthew’s church, at Kenosha, Wis., and after remaining there one year 
removed to Galena, Ill, and became rector of Grace church at that place. In 1860 he was 
made professor of ecclesiastical history of Nashotah and founded Kemper hall. In the 
same year he became editor-in-chief of the American Churchman, published at Chicago, E.. 
and continued in this office until the Churchman was merged into the Churchman, at Hart- 
ford, Conn. In 1871 he became rector of St. James’ church, at Chicago, which was burned 
in the great fire of that year. In January, 1872, he removed to New York and took charge 
of Christ church, and with these duties were added the editorship of the Church Journal 
and Gospel Messenger. In 1875 he became rector of 'Trinty church, at New Orleans, La., 
where he remained until he was consecrated assistant bishop of Mississippi, February 24, 
1883. Four years later, upon the demise of Bishop Green, he succeeded to the position of 
bishop, and the following year attended the pan-anglican conference, in London, and in 
August, of that year, delivered the funeral oration of Bishop Harris, of Michigan, which was 
received by the clergy and Jaymen with great favor. Bishop Thompson was united in mar- 
riage in February, 1803, at Madison, Wis., to Caroline Berry, and two children were in time 
born to them: Annie, now the wife of James Pearee, of New York; aud Frank who is a min- 
ister of the Episcopal church, and is at present chaplain in the United States navy, assigned 
to the flagship Charleston. Mrs. Thompson died in 1857, and the Bishop’s second marriage 
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was consummated at Kenosha, in the year 1859, the maiden name of his wife being Anna Hins- 
dale, daughter of Henry B. Hinsdale, late secretary of the Northwestern Telegraph company. 
The issue of this union was the following children: Mary, wife of William T. Howell, of 
Wisconsin, attorney for the Northwestern railroad; and Hugh G., a planter in Mississippi. 
Bishop Thompson is a man of medium stature, with a solid frame, a large intellectual head, 
covered with a liberal growth of hair turning gray. He is aimanof deep thought and exten- 
sive research, and as a pulpit orator ranks high, his equals in the state being few. His com- 
mand of language is excellent; his diction pure and engaging, and his conclusions forcible 
as well as logical. His imagery, when indulged in, is brilliant and captivating. He is a 
ready conyersationalist, his thoughts which come quick, either sparkling with wit or laden 
with wisdom. He is genial in character, courteous in manner, anda good entertainer. In the 
suburbs of Jackson he has an elegant home, where he is surrounded with those attractions 
that are essential to the happiness of a gentleman of culture. The church which he repre- 
sents is indeed fortunate to have so able and so popular @ man at its head. Notwithstanding 
the onerous duties, incumbent upon him as rector and bishop of his church, he has found 
time to enter the literary field and is the author of several valuable books. In 1860 he pub- 
lished ‘‘ Unity and its Restoration,” and in 1862, “Sin and its Penalty,” following this, in 
1868, was published “First Principles,” and in 1572, ‘ Absolution.” In 1873 he brought 
out his work, “Is Romanism the Best Religion for a Republic?” also ‘* The Kingdom of God,” 
and a volume of lectures published in 1855. ‘The World and the Kingdom” was issued 
in 1888, and in 1890 “The World and the Man” was published, which is now in its third 
edition. 

Jacob Thompson, Lafayette county, Miss., was born in Caswell county, N. C., May 
15, 1810. His father, Nicholas Thompson, was descended from a family which emigrated 
from England to the state of Pennsylvania, more than two centuries ago. In his youth Mr. 
Thompson was prepared for college at Hillsboro, N. C., aud entered the university at Chapel 
Hill in his seventeenth year, graduating in 1831, with the first honors of his class. He 
was at once appointed tutor of the university, and discharged his duties faithfully for 
eighteen months, when he resigned and began the study of law in the office of Judge John 
M. Dick, of Greensboro. He was admitted to practice in 1835, when he removed to Missis- 
sippi and established himself at Pontotoc, where the United States land office had just been 
opened. His first political speech in the state was made at Pontotoc at a public meeting 
which was called for the purpose of favoring the policy of the state’s endorsing the Union 
bank bonds for $5,000,000, and also for instructing the representatives in the legislature to 
vote for the endorsement. He was bitterly opposed to the proposition, and at the meeting in 
Pontotoc made a speech against it which attracted wide attention and brought him  promi- 
nently to the notice of the people of the state. Banks at this time were springing up every- 
where over the state; banking had already become a craze. He predicted ruin and disaster 
to flow from it, and placed the Union bank in the same category with the rest. The current, 
however, could not be stemmed, and the resolution favoring endorsement was passed. — This 
came to be one of the most vital questions that has ever affected the life of Mississippi, and 
much was heard of it in the years that followed. The general collapse of the banks came in 
1837, and gloom brooded over the state. In 1839 Mr. Thompson was first elected to con- 
gress on the democratic ticket with Hon. Albert G. Brown. ©The public lands of Mississippi 
having but lately been settled there was much confusion in the perfecting of titles, and num- 
berless conflicts of various kinds. It being a new country there were a great number of 


contracts for surveying and for carrying the mails, new postoflices having been opened and 
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new routes located. All these matters, in which Mr. Thompson's constituency was interested, 
needed adjustment and settlement, and he being in Washington, as their representative, was 
situated so he could give his personal attention to the many necessary demands upon him, a 
task which he undertook with diligence and determination and accomplished to the satis- 
faction of each and all who called upon him for his~friendly aid. By this means he won 
many friends among the masses of the people at home, and “after this period,” says one, “his 
popularity was greater than his party strength.” 

In 1840 he took an active part in the presidential canvass between Van Buren and Har- 
rison. He was an ardent supporter of the former. He desired to retire from public life on 
the expiration of his congressional term, but in 1841 he was unanimously renominated by his 
party convention, together with Hon. William M. Gwin. The great question of the states 
making good the Union bank bonds, which the state had rashly endorsed, forced itself into 
the canvass of this year. The bank had become bankrupt and its bonds dishonored. The 
catastrophe had come which Mr. Thompson had predicted aud warned against. Payment of 
the bonds was refused by the governor on the ground that the state was not legally or mor- 
ally bound. Says Mr. Claiborne, in his history of Mississippi: ‘“‘Mr. Thompson, being a can- 
didate for congress, was called upon for his views, and in a letter to Mr. Webster. of Vicks- 
burg, he maintained that the governor was right in his refusal to admit the binding obhiga- 
tion of the state’s endorsement. This letter,” continues the same author, ‘‘stated the whole 
case with so much clearness, force and eloquence that it satisfied the public mind, and from 
that day to this no one has been or could be elected to any position of honor by the people 
of the state who did not endorse the sentiments of that letter. The succeeding legislature, 
in proclaiming the position it took in regard to the Union bank bonds, embodied in substance 
the whole letter.” In November of this year, Mr. Thompson and his colleague, Mr. Gwin, 
on the democratic ticket, were elected to congress; and at each succeeding election thereafter 
Mr. Thompson was a candidate for congress, on the democratic ticket, and triumphantly 
elected until 1851, during which year, on the 4th of March, his sixth term closed, making for 
him twelve years of continued service in the house of representatives. For one term he was 
chairman of the committee on public lands, and for two terms was chairman of the commit- 
tee on Indian affairs. He reluctantly consented to become a candidate again in 1851, hav- 
ing previously published a letter announcing his intention not to run again. This time he 
and the entire democratic ticket were defeated. In 1852 he was a delegate to the Baltimore 
convention which nominated Franklin Pierce for president, and was one of the committee who 
officially notified Mr. Pierce of his nomination. The latter, during his presidential adminis- 
tration, tendered to Mr. Thompson the consulship to Cuba, but it was declined. Governor 
Brown, of Mississippi, offered him the commission of United States senator on the resigna- 
tion of Hon. Robert J. Walker, who, while Mr. Thompson was still serving as representative 
in congress, resigned his seat in the senate to accept a place in President Polk’s cabinet. 
This commission was also declined. In 1855 he was prevailed upon to become a candidate 
for the United States senate, but in the party caucus it was decided to nominate Hon, Jeffer- 
son Davis. He was an active supporter of Mr. Buchanan for the presidency in 1856. After 
his election, President Buchanan tendered him a place in his cabinet, inviting him to 
take charge of the interior department, which position he accepted. As secretary of the 
interior he systematized the work of the department and infused new life into it. The treach 
erous conduct of a trusted clerk in the interior department served at one time as suflicient 
foundation for false and malicious charges against Mr. Thompson. The secretary of the 


interior was the custodian of the Indian trust fund, which consisted principally of the bonds 
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bonds, as were customary, was left in the hands of a clerk of the Indian bureau. Mr. God- 
dard Bailey, a young mari whose character was above suspicion and reproach, was made 
appeal and disbursing clerk of this bureau and was given charge of this trust fand. For 
nearly four years, until near the end of Mr. Thompson’s term, he discharged all his duties 
faithfully and acceptably. In the meantime a certain business firm, known as a transporta- 
tion company, Russell, Majors & Waddell, had entered into large contracts with the war 
department, amounting to millions of dollars. The funds of the company, for a long time 
thought by every one to be almost inexhaustible, in course of time began to run short, and in 
order to raise money the company secured permission of the secretary of war to anticipate its - 
earnings, and to draw drafts for the amounts on the secretary. These drafts the secretary 
accepted and they were known in money circles as acceptances of the war department. 

In 1860 the earnings of the company proving less than what was anticipated, the leading 
members of the company applicd to Mr. Bailey, the custodian of the Indian trust fund, to let 
him have these bonds; first, $150,000; at another time, $387,000; and various sums at other 


of different states and amounted to more than $3,000,000, The actual custody of these 


times, and to take in leu thereof the company’s notes, in order to save from protest the 
acceptances of the secretary of war. To this proposal, strange to say, the custodian of the 
bonds acceded, all without the knowledge of Mr. Thompson, and on each request delivered, to 
the party applying, the bonds asked for. Whenever it became necessary to do so the clerk 
would submit his accounts all neatly and accurately made out as if everything was in proper 
order, in a manner easy to be done so as to excite no suspicion. Finally, Mr. Bailey, the clerk 
and custodian of the bonds, learning that Mr. Thompson was soon to resign, presumed that 
the time had come when the safe itself would be examined, and believing that he would 
soon be detected, hastened to make a confession of his guilt to the seeretary of the interior 
and to explain why he had committed the crime. This was the first intimation Mr. Thomp- 
son had of the abstraction. With the secretary of state and attorney general, Mr. Thomp- 
son made an examination of the safe and found it all as represented. He on the next day 
informed the house of representatives officially of the matter, and asked an investigation. 
A special request he made of the speaker was that he select a committee to be composed only 
of those who were known to hold political opinions adverse to his own (the secretary’s), 
which request was complied with, a committee of five being appointed. After a thorough 
examination, unanimous report was made, from which the following extract is taken: 

“They (the committee) deem it but justice to add that they bave discovered nothing to 
involve the late secretary, Hon. Jacob Thompson, in the slightest degree in the fraud, and 
nothing to indicate that he had any complicity in the abstraction, or that he had any knowl- 
edge of it until the time of the disclosure of Goddard Bailey.”’ 

This, however, was not to be the last of it. It afforded material sufficient for his political 
enemies to work slander out of from time to time when needed. The circumstance was 
brought fresh to the public mind again in 1876, when Secretary of War Belknap was impeached, 
and when he resigned his office in order to escape conviction. The argument of General 
Belknap and his supporters was that having resigned, and being no longer an oflicial, he could 
not be impeached. Mr. Chandler, then secretary of the interior, insisted that if congress 
should claim the right to prosecute Geueral Belknap after he had resigned his oflice, that it 
had a right also to prosecute Mr. Thompson, even at that late date, after he had resigned, 
charging at the same time that Mr. Thompson had, while secretary of the interior, abstracted 
a large amount of bonds belonging to the Indian trust fund. Not only this, but My. Chan 


dler stated that he would insist on Mr. Thompson’s prosecution, if congress should continue 












































ve 
- i} 
7 ; 
| a yOrPRUM 
; iss 
emed) et fandnsiee law! nie wit Onn i $8 wast wont Ob byoten 
“hot 2 serene nila ot he shko " Ae if vt oat al Hol ‘ie 
i} * slononyery a o toiapiine ovat, ane siourado 99 eody q f 
wl ba? Maret ait to oaaeds senig nou Lruia temaruetel wid! ne af aed by 
iitub [ Ha howredoeih of ited Lh a ae wM Yo has rll wel i 439%, sd 
BIA ha (ok a aorta tine a eandiuanene, wil Yee on 
sew odd dive stow seyunt 4 ee lowe fad [hob heW » il * lasondt pw ip 
arid onal i wl yea i oil eho) cal T al of, Wo eavillign. ou) <uitaroain Somethin 
wi ties. jode any Ot me nya ai ol fy rundzoul Jeouila ed ut oao {ere ad i pivot ; 
Hi wluitziotiin wd won ott lo dtenineg. bore, gaigune « all Yona wit o Tob : 
nharpum ahh mil resis yplvnone odd che tation. i til Slwib work ol fans agai a 
ore Dyn pOws mane walt UT Sat lorie yoaom mi awe aww " uli fata bot 
unihbeul ali Juisgioitun eaw Melo und rm ay wean ol? To re) add O08 ol 
al of Bow) Jeind paribel odt louie edt pola oils pala it, PAHs EO ols to aroclenon 
do da Host eworre” | WOT Bie aad toting, tn pO OE FR) healt iebaud aaoild a4 ‘ 
) dustony anol oy Fyne atom atve sii in nih) Poe? wail ai oalst of has xoenk 
odd Jo aatho ya uct Loy ore oT we Ya" rrmloTs9F ail} to nancies! 
Oo) Lmevileh trey dase ao bi pmol «ll to sybelwous sf od dnnaetitm Ils oboe sb tod 
i> oft o8 ob OF viawrensat ocamoed 41 devomat 7  a0l hor len bpcroxt odd gate % ss Ris, 
Mord ai aaw qoid) Laude whan gl wiwoos bas sLtaou ifn ‘AMENONOR atl fimdue blue 
bisio silt voli MW. wilted TET ote hi ot an ov aneb od od (ame ToMAwitt A ai. aia 
iil) homeo ,ugie of moos aew aoe’ T off nd? guteripal vabnod onl to nib bonrn bay 
biieww ad todd yoiyoilat baw ,f wre Hinww Veet ola osld node. anton had corid nd 
Hopwlt bo wetetwae bi alt Ve auieeelaoe ae eal ins ao) bonaimad batesiab 1 uckile 
enod'T sl ao) tocanbbeti ail reat uc ny bottieunog had ail vi w aialyz9 of bet 
aatl whf.,laveqe; wsotie baa alee Joonuiievooe. ald abil l7 eoony jada, aul) To. fied t 
yab beau mu bites an tle f bagot boa sex ont: lo cotleaionze a6 obit om 
Mita Rhee Dolke bus wien oft de, glisioifio seyialaventyor Yr, navod old bene sole 
tlio Aen » ob Od end theme fon ml fix ena qoadsorye aa lo obnee pit teortpart Lnioe 
(e*z+8J87902 ould) iit of serevie aupiaiw lLesitiuoay ob of awout siow. ow end te 
sarod i IY vl Jo. @abiioumas p wee Frae le cee ann men ps) loidw 
ipod ai ihn yy } ybevpehyry ay Dane: aw oder paren eens yea] bison 
msgttal be bien fae rel { haekt. Eb ab oi tess tend dy oppee fee (ax ofdimesron ool). ved? 
) j 1 uli gob teaidgila qelt wh dang rdT doonk kl peiploanes “tat eld aviuv i 
i fae hed 1 00 fed ‘studs, ould at ‘silences Yan Daal eel tut ead fee vier oO} wai 
" yall Pashbo® le oweolgeth ot to entsid aed Tim ti Yo 
lmortit iad werd dipogpitls remo Efe tiy it i. Jo dwel sald oo ot Jomenw cure ouod ait 
“indenter cyt’ fodeo cad mid of ond antl le tno nebusle dew (i) entian 1 
oun nat aw qéadlofl rei! io vealed aedy 0) OL of tinge botato ife Asie oult od ileatt Jdyuor ai 
[miene}) to daswiunte alT .caiigieads ai of rebso ai anifto wil bounieer a odker Tvetan: 
hive» od Jeisa wa te_soloa guiod ben domyiewtyeiined jal) aa aashrogese eid baw qa 
reno» Viedul boteieus zvinatai odd Yo yubetiee aadt probbandQ. sl badow imi. we 
: fad? soilio vil bompiass Leal od qatin qomsleth devaye tucaeorq of ddy ir dt cplals 
emQIRo1 “fl aettn »siab sadn ime eagenolD 9 UL pamoeeo vag of waars na 
hetoorieds rors ott lo vunletises ally 
emul! V6 jord ida wh i, by ; 
ooiiqos Llvode ath t 
I 
_- 
rr 


au maemo, AM tad out Quai, on nw Mo yoke 






out derw snthad ss a venture alt aun ry =a ¥ a 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 901 


the Belknap prosecution. On seeing a report of this, Mr. Thompson immediately went to 
Washington. After conferring through friends with Mr. Chandler, the latter promised to 
withdraw the charge as publicly as he had made it, but after Mr. Thompson had left the city, 
instead of withdrawing the charge as promised, he instituted a civil suit against Mr. Thomp- 
son for recovery of $2,000,000 instead of a criminal action. To this civil action Mr. Thomp- 
son filed his plea of non assumpsit. A presidential campaign was on hand during that year, 
and this case was continued upon the docket through the campaign. It was used both for 
campaign purposes and for Belknap’s protection. As soon as the presidential canvass was 
over the bubble burst, the case was ordered by Mr. Chandler to be dismissed at the cost of 
the government, which was accordingly done. Mr. Thompson’s vindication on this occasion 
was complete, and these old charges thus suddenly brought forward failed to serve the pur- 
pose for which they were renewed. . 

When Mississippi seceded from the Union, January 9, [S61, Mr. Thompson resivned and 
returned to his home in Oxford, Miss. During the war he served for short periods in various 
capacities, and after the fall of Vicksburg he returned to his home, and represented Lafayette 
county in the legislature for two terms. In 1864 he was sent to Canada on a secret mission 
by the Confederate authorities; this mission failed, and in 1865 he started back to the Con- 
federacy; on'his way from Montreal to Halifax he heard of the assassination of President 
Lincoln. To divert suspicion from Mr. Johnson, charges were made that implicated Mr. 
Thompson, and a proclamation was made offering a large reward for him and others. He 
and his family sailed for Europe at once and passed several years there. When he did 
return he removed from Oxford, Miss., to Memphis, where he lived a retired hfe as far as 
polities were concerned; he was engaged in mercantile pursuits until his death, which 
occurred in f885. He was a member of the Episcopal church, was a zealous supporter of 
all movements of an educational character, and served as a member of the board of trustees of 
the University of Mississippi from iS44 to 1864, with one interval of four years; he was the 
second president of that body, and filled that office until the law went into effect which made 
the governor of the state president ex-ofticio. 

William Thompson, Oxford, Lafayette county, Miss. The gentleman whose name is 
found at the head of this sketch was born in the state of North Carolina, in the year 1815. 
He received his education in the university of his native state, and was graduated in the class 
of 1540. Having determined upon the profession of law as his calling in life, he began its 
study under Judge Pearson at Mucksville, N. C., and was admitted to the bar in 1842; he 
practiced there until 1845, and in that year he came to Mississippi, and settled in Pontotoc 
county. His residence there was of short duration, however. In 1816 he volunteered as a 
private in the Mexican war, and participated in the battle of Buena Vista. In [S47 he 
returned to Mississippi and settled in Oxford, where he resumed his professional work. The 
following year he was united in marriage to Miss Martha A. Jones, a native of Georgia, and 
a daughter of William S. Jones, a pioneer of this county. Mrs. Thompson died in 1877, 
leaving a family of seven children: Maria L., wife of Dr. Chandler, a sketch of whom appears 
elsewhere in this volume; William J., a resident of Mexico; Annie T., wife of Ed Dial, of 
Meridian, Miss.; Nicholas O.; Jacob, Lewis W. and Kate. The family are worthy and con- 
sistent members of the Episcopal chureh. Mr. Thompson belongs to the Masonic order. Tn 
1863 he raised a company in this county for the Confederate service, being elected captain. 
In connection with his professional work he has given a great deal of time and attention to 
agriculture. He owns thirty-eight hundred acres of creek and river bottom lands; this is in 
three different tracts, and five hundred acres are in an advanced state of cultivation. Mr. 









we AHH 


a 
















































oO! joven vlstaifwmneabiy megs 1 aiift! Yo 
0} horim VY] 1edtal oult Pe alton mt nat "Wi bo ; 
+4319 ONY Nel Lisl com iol; ME ps 
qd? alf ied tine tevin a fey 
IT 31 aniinn tivis wild ov’ ened eante 
Ui? Sa) adie Sd de ape ehahs (gins aan 7 “Hiequivbn, (on ‘ ae et. 
(boul drone naw J iyrecqinas wil) veld took gilt Rage fowuitnos Baw ‘a9 wield bis 
nv treliimewer dt iia AS Horoatow aeantall Mf 10) fassts HOTTIE Apia, 
, hy vest od of ralfy 1a vel fine caw bay allt den eli federal odt wy 
han ty ToMwoibuiy weed AM .anoh Hlanihioosn birw slotaslye Levers rrvou i b 
ay 90) eve Of belied tramsercd ie chiotbreve exif} eels blo ood) Boa Molyaoy a 
Hawouor mew vod) Hotdw 10} 0g 
brs beayrest OKKy a POAT pomael gota off raoyt babooww iqqierinnilt gol 
HOMmBy Ht abortey trode wil bern ed sew oil) ovate “ile brolz0 nientod wid od bona bf 
Ciled Lustaamwvepey beg entend ail oF hewriytet nl wiodedal ty If} oilt radi aw boos TL 4 
eKits Ig1Oee Hao 4 G2 ut tose enw od 14] at #1098! GU TOY omhalaig pel eld al “anc > 
mi) oil ot don fabs AAT oi det Dalie) notation ail) Sedilivel tan aimobolna' we onhd y 
biemD 9 uoihiuinensnmeds Ys bieegnl eel anores of lasiinolt aor? wa eid‘ao : owt who’ il 
14 by tnoilqint tadd lp eam asus aorntioG ait itoxt 4 avtgiquers hoyih of loans, 
eH .siedio ban aid 40} feawi mi at ani te shear enw oo Unasloong 6 hon oeepatonl : 
i mod¥l yy i Oe beeps t i eI OEY Tdi _ spond ie) | halise qlicwe? ain hue R64 
1st 28 e1il betijoy o buvil sil spe ahlemelt dilzO nox) hover: vow austen 
site, wWdaok aid | wed Eero Aney alias f 1 akw ml ‘bomraonos avaw eit “a 
tantoyqie salves. am lowsile Teqobwigil af to vodmodr a xaw a GAAT ai bran. 
te) sie bys } 26 Deve Bete pte M4 Iiniottadnl an lo Bdirt EBV OUE: fe 
iW raw ad so¥gy gembot, f Hi BW (PART Bt uty MOT Tye (qieateay tt 9 Yo ‘wliaoviall “all 
sbaas uJ loviie otal joo wal odd {ita aoto fail) bell bus hod tadt To. Inobixoregbwonge ; 
oiMiiia-xo tivhhs ong otnte oft Te TOR TO ot .7 
i oy auelwe fer wal oyianos of rsimt byolzO dwoaqatodT: alae 
OLO1 tsa ott ii watlinn dhol Yo often nds ps inod waw dodedle eid) to bred od? ip hint} 
#etle adh) on f Wang fav wine Pavided wa lo vii ovirany oil) (tt in iimoube eal hoviener-alt an 
tis taal aadyl [ite i 


aif ee wal lo potalony wilt noqé houiunetoh yatvelt SAT Yo” 
if iw hne Oo 4 olliveadenld fe iroztno*l oubuk 4 ihe vbute 
i teqizeieeill of anus of Fare auld ai how rel fitou sods h et an 
] } if heeds dace " io BBW SOS GduEbIEoT alll “ano9 


di AT weed lo olttnd od al Lvodeieyi int. hak jaw anoizelt odt ai weviay 
; lrow Funoleielowe sid) beanie t of trot iwil20) of febtioe han ey leteai lt a hein 
Pky wits coaviinn 8 euiol A addil€ wiM of ousirwén i betinn ar a ol 8g gitiwollol 
LIAl «at ye fat tail) mPa reno pri 


; 10 TWaToIG 6 ya 0 G2 mplliW we totdy atta at 
lois codw to dstodke o wotboad® «Cl Yo aliw al aiself saothlids 9 IV 9% to lias! f. ‘paivngl we 
d i ‘ 


lo [sil bY tov stiw ,.T vied pooixelt lo review a 8 onli amnuloy vil ai ovodwoide : 
109 Dae viltiow ep tlimetatt etaA bis Wo ewe fossa 7.0 enloulaiy, ': . wet ee Mi 
wo to onOenle wiltod epuobed en pol T Sporaes side fe qooziq a oll To erode Inalein 
Hinde destnels yoiol eles ehelietae) odedet chines rit at yemeeios Luwainny aa Ser ads 
4 Gounotia dunn att to fae tear ' 


Oo collnetiea Jan wait to Fadl ts Ty « “oT Bad of AoW fnivoiean tore ud Hie soliton nf 
i at hid) peboeeail coed! wie Kak. don Ww evins bork witid tihyte-yhidy ano oH euminminga 


ye. 


Hoariilss Yo atste boodarhe iq 1 aT BOAO bribe rol ovil bow tomy saunstih on 


902 BIOGRAPHICAL AND [TISTORICAL 


Thompson is a man of a genial disposition, and has a host of friends in Oxford and vicinity, 
where he has resided since his coming to Mississippi. The brothers and sisters of Mr. Thomp- 
son will be mentioned in the following order: A full sketch of Jacob Thompson will be found 
on another page of this history; James Y. was born in North Carolina in 1808, and was 
graduated in the university of his native state. He was married in Alabama to a Miss 
Shanklin, and afterward settled in Monroe county, Miss., where he practiced the profession 
of medicine; became a prominent citizen, and was elected to the state legislature from 
that county. Dr. John Thompson was born in North Carolina, about the year 1S16, and was 
graduated in medicine from the University of Peunsylvania. In 1842 he began to practice in 
Lafayette county, Miss. He married Miss Laura E. Hunt, of Panolo county; he farmed 
quite extensively in Calhoun county, and during the war served as a surgeon in the army. 
After the surrender he returned to Oxford, where he lived until bis death, which occurred 
about 1875. He was also a surgeon in the Mexican war, and was in attendance upon Jeffer- 
son Davis at Buena Vista. The eldest brother, Joseph Sidney, spent his entire life in North 
Carolina, where he accumulated a large fortune; he was born in 1805. The youngest brother, 
George Nicholas, was born in 1535, and was graduated fromthe University of North Carolina; 
he studied Jaw and is now practicing at Leasburg, N. C., residing’ on the old homestead; 
Ann Eliza Thompson married Yancy Wiley; Sarah Thompson married Abner Lewis; the 
sisters were both natives of North Carolina. 

John S. Thompson, a merchant and planter of Quitman, Clarke county, Miss., was born 
February 4, 1838, in Sumter county, Ala. He was the second child in a family of five chil- 
dren born to William H. and Alice (Rosser) Thompson. His father was born in Washington 
county, Ala., in 1808. He spent his early life in that state, and was married there. In 1$45 
he removed to Clarke county, Ala., and settled on a farm, where he lived through life. He 
was asuccessful planter, and an extensive landowner, a public-spirited citizen, who died in 
1871, in Newton county, Miss., having been for many years a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. The mother of our subject was born in 1817, in Sumter county, Ala., and 
died in Newton county, Miss., in 1879. She was a daughter of Eleazer Rosser, and her father 
and mother both died in Alabama. Mr. Thompson’s father removed to Newton county in 
1867. His children are named as follows: Eliza J., John S., William D., Sadie E. and 
Martin J. The early life of John S. Thompson was passed in Clarke county, Miss., where he 
came with his parents at the age of seven years. He was educated at Quitman, and began 
life for himself as a soldier in 1861, enlisting in company D, of the Fourteenth Mississippi 
regiment, in which he was a sergeant. He was in the battles of Fort Donelson, Jackson, 
Miss., and in the engagements of the Georgia campaign and in those of the Tennessee cam- 
paign. At Fort Donelson he was captured and taken to Camp Douglas, at Chicago, where 
he was held a prisoner for seven months, until he was exchanged. After the war he settled 
at Quitman, and engaged in farming for the next two years. He then engaged in mereantile 
business, at which he prospered very well. He is the owner of a large tract of land in Clarke 
county. Mr. Thompson was first married in 1866, to Miss Mary MeDonald, a daughter of 
William McDonald, of this county. Our subject has one child by this marriage, William A., 
who is living in Quitman, and is a clerk in his father’s store. Mrs. Thompson died in [S69. 
Mr. Thompson married again in 1870, to Miss Millie Bowen, the daughter of Rey. P. Bowen, 
of the Baptist church, who is now dead. By this marriage there were seven children born; 
there names are Nora E., Charles B., Henry C., Stella, Jobn S., Sallie and Nellie. Mr. and 
Mrs. Thompson are members of the Methodist Npiscopal church, of which Mr. Thompson is 
recording steward. In politics he is a democrat, and, although he has never sought oftice 
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and is in no sense an active politician, he was at one time elected mayor of the-town of Quit- 
man. He is an enterprising, public-spirited citizen, deeply interested and always ready to 
aid any cause, which in his opinion has a tendency to advance the interests of his fellow- 
citizens, and he is especially interested in schools, churches and charitable institutions. He 
can properly be termed one of the pioneers of Clarke county, and here he has lived during 
the greater part of his life, and built up a reputation for honesty and integrity which causes 
him to be highly regarded by all who know him. 

J. R. Thompson was born in October, 1S41, in Monroe county, and is the son of William 
J. and Elizabeth (Rommoly) Thompson, natives of South Carolina. His father moved to 
Monroe county in 1839, and died in 1871. Mr. Thompson was reared on a plantation, and 
planting has been his only occupation through life. He received a fair education in the 
public schools, and was a student in 1S61, when the war began, When the first call was 
made for volunteers he enlisted as private in the Fourteenth Mississippi infantry. The first 
fight in which he was engaged was the Fort Donelson fight, where he was captured and 
taken to Camp Douglas, Chicago, and there held prisoner of war for eight months, at the end 
of which time he was taken to Vicksburg, and there exchanged. Rejoining his regiment he 
participated in the battles of Clinton and Jackson, Miss., after which he was detailed to go 
to Choctaw county, Miss., on conscription service, in which he was employed for eight 
months, afterward joining General Johnston’s command, at Marietta. Later he was in the 
battles of Altoona, Atlanta, Franklin and Nashville. At the close of the war he returned to 
Monroe county, and was employed on his father’s plantation until 1869. May 5, 1870, he 
married Ella, daughter of Joseph and Mildreth Johnson. They are the parents of eight 
children, and have lost one by death; those living are named: Willie J., Ruth A., Horace 
L., Sybil C., Guy, Russel R., Tolbe and Isma.. Mr. Thompson, after his marriage, engaged 
in planting on his own account until 1863, when he removed to Carlville, Tenn. He remained 
there only a short time, however, when he returned to Monroe ecunty, and purchased the 
plantation on which he now lives. Politically he is a democrat, but takes no active part in 
public affairs, his home interests demanding and receiving his undivided attention. As a 
planter he is successful, and as a business man has won the regard of the entire community 
in which he lives. 

J. 'T. Thompson, one of the oldest citizens of Chickasaw county and a planter, was born 
in Franklin county, Ala., in 1837, a son of John I. and Ann (Williams) Thompson, the for- 
mer a native of Virginia and the latter of Kentucky. They located in Franklin county, Ala., 
with their parents, the former at the age of fifteen, the latter in childhood. To their union 
eleven children were born, only seven of whom lived to maturity: Sarah Ja., wife of R. 
Longest; Evelina I, wife of J. W. Hamilton; James T., Mary Adaline, wife of John Curry: 
Hannah H., wife of R. T. Humston: Jobn L., who died in the army at Chattanooga, and 
Susan D., wife of A. Delishment. John I. Thompson removed to Chickasaw county, Miss., 
with his family in the fall of 1838, at which time there were comparatively few settlers in 
this region. He chose a fine body of land two miles north of Houlka, which he cleared and 
on which he resided until his death in 1876, owning at this time a section of land. His 
widow still survives him, a worthy member of the Methodist church. The boyhood days of 
J.T. Thompson were spent in Chickasaw county, mostly on his father’s plantation, but he 
received only such education as the schools of that time and place afforded, and acquired a 
common-school education. In 1860 he began farming for himself, on land whieh is now a 
part of his present plantation, his first purchase of land amounting to a quarter of a section. 
At the opening of the Civil war he entered the service with the first company sent out from 
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Chickasezw county under Captain Tucker, and in January, 1861, found himself in Pensacola 
navy yard. The company was afterward placed in the Hleventh Mississippi volunteer 
infantry and served in the army of Virginia. Owing to failing health Mr. Thompson was 
discharged in July of the same year, and returned to his home in Mississippi, where he soon 
regained his accustomed vigor and once more entered the service, becoming a member of 
Company L, Forty-first Mississippi infantry. In the battle of Murfreesboro he was slightly 
wounded and he also took part in the engagements at Atlanta, Chickamauga, Resaea, Frank- 
lin, as well as numerous minor engagements and skirmishes. He surrendered at Greens- 
boro, N. C., and upon returning to his home at once began to till and improve his land, 
which had been laid waste during the war. He has devoted his attention to planting 
throughout life, at all times aiming to be a practical farmer, and that he has succeeded is 
shown by his well-kept and productive plantation. For a short time he‘was interested in a 
store for grangers, but the entire stock of goods afterward passed into his possession and for 
some time he conducted the business, but with little suecess. In his planting operations he 
has made cotton his principal crop, but has made his place self-sustaining. He is the owner 
of about eleven hundred acres, eight hundred of which are in Chickasaw county and the 
remainder in Cross county, Ark. He was a charter member of the Houlka Grange, and has 
been a member of the Masonie fraternity, since he attained his majority, and at one time was 
senior warden for anumber of years, and aithough elected worshipful master declined to fill the 
position. He isa member of John S. Kane lodge No. 259, of Redland, formerly, but now 
located at Houlka. Mr. Thompson, his wife, and family are members of the Baptist church, 
of which he became a member and was baptized while in the army during the war, being 
immersed by Dr. T. C. Teasdale, in Duck river, Tenn. He was married in 1867 to Miss Car- 
rie Delishment, a native of Chickasaw county, and a daughter of Seley and Mary A. (Rawes) 
Delishment, both of whom were born, reared and married in South Carolina. They came to 
Chickasaw county, Miss., about 1835, and here became well-to-do planters. Mr, Thompson 
and his wife have seven children: Annie L., John Seley, James F., Robert L., W. Henry, 
Mary, Sue and Benjamin A. 

Jwlius Thompson, the subject of this sketch, well and favorably known to a host of 
acquaintances in this section, was born in 1540, and, like many of the other residents of 
Washington county, is a native of North Carolina, Bertie county being the place of his birth. 
His father, Louis W. Thompson, was born in that state also, in the year 1812, being the 
third of four children, all of whom came to Mississippi in 1846, remaining here until their 
death, with the exception of Noah Thompson, who went to Alabama in 1863. All were 
planters with the exception of a half-brother, Dr. William Sutton, who became a physician 
of Madison county, Miss. The brothers are now deceased. A sister, Margaret L., married 
John T. Johnson, of North Carolina. The father of these children became a prosperous 
planter of Madison county, Miss., which place was his home from the time of his arrival in 
the state until his death in October, 1SSS, at the age of seventy-six years. He was a success- 
ful financier, and at the time of his death left a fine property to be divided among his heirs. 
He was a Baptist. His wife was Martha Ellen Britton, of North Carolina, and their union 
resulted in the birth of eleven children, whose names are as follows: Margaret BE. (who mar- 
ried Augustin Chew, a native of Maryland; he spent the most of his life as a planter of Mis- 
‘sissippi, and died in February, 1SSY; his widow, now residing in Washington county, near 
Holandale), Louis W. (died in infancy), Ellen (also dying when a babe), Henrietta BE. 
(became the wife of Edward Tarry, of Virginia; both being now deceased), Lucius A. (lives 
in Washington county), Mary E. (is the wife of John D. Britton, a Virginian; now a cotton 
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merchant of New Orleans), Parmeltia (wife of Henry Moorman, a native of Kentucky), Louis 
W. (died in infancy), Hattie (deceased, was the wife of G. A. Baldwin), and Herbert (who is 
now dead). The Thompsons are of Scoteh descent, and the Brittons are English. Julius 
Thompson was reared to man’s estate in Madison county, Miss., and received his education in 
its public schools. In 1868 he began for himself as a planter of Washington county, Miss., 
and by his own endeavors he has become the owner of two hundred and forty acres of land, 
besides three hundred and fifty acres inherited from his father’s estate, two hundred and fifty 
acres of which he has put under cultivation himself, building thereon a residence begun in 
1865, at a cost of $2,000. His marriage, which took place in 1870, was to Miss Hettie Moor- 
man, a native of Owensboro, Ky., and a daughter of Mercer Moorman, also of that state, and 
a merchant by occupation, his wife being a Miss Talbott, of Tennessee. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Thompson six children have been born: Louis W., Sarah M., Mercer M., Edward, Julius, 
and Herbert, all of whom are at home. This family are all members of the Baptist church, 
and are favorites in the social circles in which they move. In 1863 Mr. Thompson enlisted 
in the late war, becoming a member of company B, Third Mississippi cavalry, as a private, 
serving until the close of the war, and taking part in the following battles: New Hope 
church, Kenesaw mountain, and the engagements around Atlanta. At the surrender he was 
near Natchez, where he had been sent as a scout in Bradford’s battalion, never having been 
seriously wounded during his entire service. Mr. Thompson is a very agreeable and enter- 
taining gentleman to meet, and is a very strict member of the Baptist church, taking great 
interest in religious matters and in training his children to be Christian men and women. 
No man in the county stands higher in public esteem than does he, and this good opinion he 
fully deserves. Although he gives proper attention to his plantation, he does not devote all 
his time to the accumulation of gain, for he has a higher idea of life than simply the acquire- 
ment of wealth, and believes that home is the place for a parent, and is usually found within 
the family circle. 

Dr. M. J. Thompson, of the firm of Thompson, Hyer & Partin, physicians and surgeons 
of Meridian, Miss., was born in Choctaw county, Ala., a sonof William H. and Alice (Rosser) 
Thompson, natives of Georgia and Alabama, respectively. His father was a planter and 
removed to Mississippi in 1547, locating in Clarke county, though he ended his days in New- 
ton county. He had five sons, of whom Dr. M. J. Thompson was the fourth born. The 
Doctor was reared in Clarke county, and educated in private schools. At the age of twenty- 
one years he began the study of medicine, and graduated at Mobile, Ala., in the year 1872. 
He took post-graduate courses at the New York polyclinic, 1SS6-S. He practiced for a 
time in Lauderdale county, and removed to Meridian, Miss., in ISSO. Seven years later he 
formed a partnership with Dr. I. P. Partin, and in November, 1888, Dr. W. F. Hyer was 
admitted to the firm, which then became known as Thompson, Hyer & Partin. Dr. Thom p- 
son takes high rank in his profession. He has served as vice president of the State Medical 
association, and as president of the Lauderdale County Medical association, and is, at this 
time, vice president of the Alumni Medical association of Alabama. He has also served as a 
member of the board of health of the city of Meridian, Miss. He has been too much devoted 
to his profession to take much part in other affairs, and he has attained to a high place in the 
esteem of his fellow practitioners. He has been especially prominent in the department of 
surgery, and has established at Meridian a private infirmary for surgical cases and the diseases 
of women. This was opened about two years ago and has accommodations for about fifteen 
patients. Dr. Thompson is a member of the Masonie fraternity and of the Knights of 
Pythias. He was married in [870 to Miss Augusta Stennis, of Lauderdale county, Miss., who 
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has borne him seven children, six of whom are living: Sidney, Stennis, Gussie, Ida, Mamie 
and Ethel. The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

‘Pharaoh Carter Thompson. In the very early settlement of the state of Mississippi, among 
the families who were closely identified with its affairs and associated with its progress and de- 
velopment, were the Thompsons, and a respected representative of this family is found in the 
subject of thissketch. He isa prominent planter and breeder of Holstein cattle and fine saddle 
horses and mules, and at the present time is the owner, in connection with his uncle, C. F. 
Thompson, and general manager of the Southern Progress, a weekly newspaper, published at 
Garden City, the official organof 'ranklin county. He was born in the neighborhood in which 
heis now residing, in 1552, to Bartlett C. and Adeliza A. (Carter) Thompson, the former of whom 
was also born in this county in December, 1819), and is still residing on the farm on which he 
was born, having led the industrious life of a planter. He was educated in the common 
country schools, and in time became noted throughout this region as a man of sound judg- 
ment, and much executive ability. He served some years.as a meinber of the board of super- 
visors, and was also magistrate for some time. He was called upon to mourn the death of his 
worthy wife in 1562, she having been a true helpmate throughout their married life. His 
father was Col. John L. Thompson, who was born in South Carolina, but came with his 
parents to Franklin county, Miss., at a very early day, spending the rest of his life here. He 
was made a colonel while serving in the War of 1812, and after settling down to the life of a 
civilian, became asuccessful pioneer planter. His wife was Elizabeth Callahan, who was born 
in Franklin county. Maj. David Thompson, the father of John L., was born in the Old 
North state, in 1758, but was married, in South Carolina, to Miss Frances Longmire, of that 
state. In the early history of this region they came hither, and here Mrs. Thompson was 
called from life soon after. Mr. Thompson then married again, Miss Naney Sojourner be- 
coming his wife. He afterward moved to Amite county, where he passed from life July 4, 
12840, He had been a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and was major of militia in the War of 
1812. He reared two large families. Mrs. Adaliza Adelia Carter was born in Adams county 
in February, 1523, and was a daughter of Pharaoh Carter, who was, in all probability,a North 
Carolinian, and when a young man came to Adams county, Miss., where he married Miss 
Susanna Griffing, and resided until just prior to the war, when he removed to Pike county, 
and was there called from life in ISSS, at the extreme old age of ninety-one years. He was 
a planter and mechanic, and was exceptionally skillful in the use of tools. Pharaoh Carter 
Thompson was the fifth of seven children, three sons and four daughters, five of whom are 
now living: Elizabeth, wife of Henry K. Aldridge; Laura, wife of William J. Laughman; 
John B., of Shelby county, Texas; Susan E., wife of Samuel R. Farrell, and Pharaoh C. 
The latter was given the advantages of the common schools, and at about the age of eighteen 
years he began trading for himself whenever opportunity afforded, though he lived with and 
acknowledged the right of his father to dictate until he was twenty-one years old, doing for 
himself as a trader, being also engaged in trapping for many years, sold books and dealt in 
stock, in fact, he engaged in anything honorable that came in his way, and promised reason- 
able compensation. In the spring of 1554, after a winter’s hunt or trapping campaign, he 
embarked in the mercantile business near Knoxville. The following year he moved his busi- 
ness to Knoxville, where he ran a store and carried on a farm. This he continued with sue- 
cess until January 26, 1SS6, when he was severely injured by the closing of an opening in a 
freight train, at Knoxville depot, on the New Orleans & Tennessee railroad, the result of 


carelessness and gross negligence on the part of the employes of the road, which was proven 
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by the decision of the cireuit court, the following fall, whieh gave a verdict of 310,000 
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damages. This decision was sustained in the supreme court the following spring, 1887, which 
augmented the cost, making the total damages allowed $16,200. After this injury, which re- 
sulted in breaking his thigh bone in two places and his pelvis bone in two places, and causing 
a considerable wasting of the muscles, necessitated his abandonment of the mercantile busi- 
ness, though he kept up his farm. He finally settled down to planting and stockbrecding, 
and is now one of the most extensive and successful followers of these callings in this part of 
the state. He is the owner of two thousand eight hundred acres of land, his residence being 
very pleasantly situated on the Leland plantation, at Garden City, making one of the 
most attractive homes in Franklin county. On the !st of January, 1889, he purchased the 
Hamburg Herald, removed the press to Knoxville, and began the publication of the Southern 
Progress, where he continued until June 26, 1SV0, when he removed his plant to Garden City, 
and here has since continued the publication of his journal. In IS87 he was married to 
Miss Mary 8., daughter of Samuel G. and Sina Marshall, who were born in Madison county, 
Ala., in 1834, and Hinds county, Miss., respectively. Mr. Marshall came to Mississippi when 
a young man, and he and his wife have since lived in different parts of the state, his principal 
business being that of a druggist. He was for some years deputy chancery clerk of Hinds 
county, was a faithful, painstaking and zealous official, and discharged the duties incumbent 
upon the office in a manner highly satisfactory to all. Mrs. Thompson was born at Raymond, 
in Hinds county, and by Mr. Thompson is the mother of two children. She is a Methodist, 
but her husband is a member of the Baptist church—a deacon. Mr. Thompson is one of the 
most progressive men of Franklin county, and, although he commenced life a poor boy, by 
his untiring efforts has become one of the foremost planters of the county. He has always 
been active in the general up-building of the county, is deeply interested in the progress and 
development of the same, and is a genial and agreeable gentleman to meet. He is. kind, 
generous and hospitable in disposition, in the domestic circle is a model husband and father, 
and for this reason, has won numerous friends and lost few. 

Robert H. Thompson, a prominent lawyer residing at Brookhaven, Lincoln county, was 
born in Copiah county, Miss., August 25, 1847. He is the son of J. Harvey Thompson and 
Margaret Aun (Watson) Thompson, both natives of Mississippi, and both are still living. 
His grandfather, Jesse Thompson, who married a Miss Margaret Harvey of that state, 
was a prominent planter of Georgia, and came from there to Mississippi when it was a terri- 
tory. The father of the subject of our sketch was a man of prominence in the ante-bellum 
days of the state. He was the youngest of quite a large family, while the mother (Mar- 
garat A.) was the eldest of such a family. ‘Lo these parents were born seven children; one 
son and six daughters. Julia is the widow of Capt. T. J. Chrisman, who was killed at the 
siege of Vicksburg, a Confederate soldier, leaving two children: Anna C. and Agnes. Anna 
C. lost her life in the Johnstown, Peun., flood, while on her way to Brazil as a missionary. 
Agnes and her mother are schoolteachers at Wesson, Miss. Mrs. Maggie T. Butler, the 
second sister, is the wife of Dr. John T. Butler, of Oregon, Mo. Laura, Emma, Margaret 
and Mary, sisters, are all dead. Robert H. Thompson received his primary edueation in 
Copiah county; he attended schools at Gallatin, Hazlehurst and other points until February, 
1864, when he enlisted in the Confederate army, in Capt. T. J. Hargrave’s company of the 
Twenty-fourth Mississippi regiment, under the command of Col. George Moorman. This 
regiment was in Wirt Adams’ brigade of Forrest’s command. Mr. Thompson served with 
it until the surrender, at Gainesville, Ala., in April, 1865. He was paroled April 12th, of 
the year last mentioned, and returning home engaged in planting. During the same year 


he entered the old Summerville institute, of Noxubee county, Miss., as a student, and 
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remained there two years. Entering the junior class of the University of Mississippi, at 
Oxford, in September, 1867, he graduated in June, 1569, with the degree of A. B. After 
his graduation from the literary department he remained as a student of law, which depart- 
ment was then in charge of Professor Lamar, now justice of the supreme court of the United 
States. In 1859, twenty years after his graduation, Mr. Thompson returned to the univer- 
sity and delivered an able address to the alumni association. He is now a trustee of this 
university, his alma mater, and takes much interest in the institution. He began to 
practice law in January, IS71, at Brookhaven, only a few days after receiving his license 
at Gallatin, then the county site of Copiah county, Miss. Since that time he has been 
engaged unremittingly in the practice of his profession. He is now regarded as one of the 
leading lawyers of the Mississippi bar, and one of the best judges of law in the South. He 
has prepared several papers of more than common interest for the Mississippi Bar associa- 
tion, of which he has been the president and is one of its leading spirits. He was married 
December 21, 1871, to Miss Mary Lou Coleman, of Madison county, Miss., a daughter of 
KE. H. and Mary (Gilchrist) Coleman, who died shortly afterward. Mr. Thompson was mar- 
ried the second time, in 1S76, to Mrs. Fannie P. Myers, widow of the late Hamilton Myers. 
This lady was reared in Natchez, Miss., and was a daughter of L. M. Patterson, a merchant 
of that city, but who was a native of Maryland. Hey mother, Miss Luey Gridley, was from 
New York. Of their eight children Mrs. Thompson was the youngest. Mays. Thompson can 
trace her family genealogy on the maternal side back to the Mayflower. Three brothers, 
named Richard, Samuel and Thomas Gridley, came with the Pilgrims, and were among the 
fathers who settled the city of Hartford, Conn. Mrs. Thompson is descended in direct line 
from the last mentioned of these brothers. To Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have been born four 
children: Harvey, Robert, Gertrude and Mildred, all of whom, the eldest being only four- 
teen, are living with their parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson are members of the Presbyterian church, and, with their family, 
are attendants upon its services. Mr. Thompson has had a somewhat interesting political 
career. He is a stanch democrat, and, on account of his age, was one of those who were com- 
pelled to cast his first presidential vote for Horace Greeley. In 1875 he was elected to the 
state senate by a large majority, to represent Pike, Lincoln and Lawrence counties. The 
campaign of that year in Mississippi is known as the political revolution, and the senate 
of which he was a member has passed into history as the historical senate. Of this body 
Mr. Thompson was the youngest member. He served with credit until the end of his term, 
comprising four years. In 1S90 he was elected to represent Lincoln and Jefferson counties 
in the state constitutional convention, and acted as chairman of the legislative committee of 
that body. The report of this committee, brought in by Mr. Thompson as such chairman, was 
widely commented upon, and everywhere regarded as the ablest report of the convention. 
At the close of the session he was made chairman of the committee on revision, whieh was 
charged with the duty of arranging the various ordinances that had been passed, and with 
making the constitution harmonious and consistent in all its parts. This committee received 
the unanimous thanks of the convention forthe able manner in which it performed its duties. 
The constitution then formulated required the governor to appoint a comiittee of three 
learned lawyers to revise the statute laws of the state, and prepare such other laws for 
adoption by the legislature as should be found necessary to put the new constitution in full 
operation and force. Of this committee Mr. Thompson was made chairman, and he is now 
engaged upon the work of preparing a uew code of laws for Mississippi. In view of the 
facts that we have stated, if would be supertluous to say that Mr. Thompsou is an influential 
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and widely known citizen of Mississippi. At home, and where he is most intimately known, 
he is perhaps held in highest esteem: and there are few local interests that have not received 
his helpful support. He was unanimously elected the president of the Mississippi state 
democratic convention, which met at Jackson, in July, ISY1, and presided over its delibera- 
tions with ability and grace. He was elected by the convention itself, an unusual but great 
honor, the chairman of the democratic state executive committee, which office he now holds 

KE. W. Thornton, planter, Sardis, is a native born resident of the county, his birth oceur- 
ring on November 28, 1862, and although young in years he is foremost among the planters 
of his locality. He is of English descent and the eldest of fonr children born to Benjamin 
W. and Jane (McKinney) Thornton, the father a native of North Carolina and the mother of 
Mississippi. Benjamin W. Thornton immigrated to Panola county, Miss., before the Indians 
had left the state, engaged in planting, and continued that occupation until his death on Sep- 
tember 28, 1885. He was very successful, and accumulated quite a fortune. His father, 
Wright Thornton, was also of the Old North state. Mis. Thornton’s parents, Michael and 
Susan McKinney, were natives of Tennessee, and the family is of English origin. E. W. 
Thornton was left motherless when quite small, and what he has won in the way of this 
world’s goods is wholly due to his own good fighting qualities, for he started out for himself 
at the age of eighteen with no capital. He selected the occupation of a planter, and by his 
industry and good management has become the owner of three hundred and sixty-eight acres 
of rich land, one-half of which is on the Tallahatchie bank and is extremely productive. He 
has one hundred and forty acres under cultivation. He is wideawake, energetic and thor- 
oughgoing, and believes that what is worth doing at all is worth doing well. He is consid- 
ered one of the best farmers of his age in the county, and contributes liberally of his means 
to all worthy enterprises. In personal appearance he is tall, strongly built, black hair, dark 
eyes, fair complexion, and is a prepossessing young man. He is a democrat in political 
views. 

James B. Thornton, one of the most practical and progressive planters of Tallahatchie 
county, was born in the valley eight miles north of Charleston, in the neighborhood near 
where he now lives, in 1854. He is the son of Philip H. and Eliza A. (Bailey) Thornton, 
both of whom were natives of Tennessee. Mr. Thornton came as a young man to Talla- 
hatchie county, Miss., and was twice married; first to a Miss Baker, by whom he had one 
daughter, and who is now deceased; for his second wife he married Elza A. Bailey, a sister 
of Col. James 8S. Bailey. (See sketeh of Col. James 8. Bailey, which will be found in this 
work.) Mr. Thornton first lived some miles south of Charleston, and then a few miles above 
the same city, where he died while in the service of his country. His death took place in 
1863. He was a good man and a progressive planter. He was the only son of his parents, 
and the only one of his family that came to Mississippi. The subject of this sketch was the 
fourth of five children: Sallie, who died young; Belle, now of Sardis, the widow of Judge J. 
G. Hall, who died in IS90 (he was a promising attorney, aud had served as chancellor of his 
district); Eliza A., wife of C. S. Merriweather, a lawyer of Scranton, Miss.; the subject of 
this sketch comes next in order, followed by Philip H., a merchant at Charleston. James B. 
Thornton received a common English education, and resided with his aunt, Mrs. Caruthers, 
after the death of his father. When he was fourteen years of age he left the shelter of his 
aunt’s home and went to Texas, where he lived about six years with his eldest sister, who had 
married and settled there. He then returned home and lived with Colonel Bailey for about 
one year, till he reached his majority, when he engaged in farming on his own account. He 
was married in ISSZ to Maggie, a daughter of J. R. and Mary A. Davis, of Vaiden, Carroll 
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county, Miss. His wife’s parents were natives of Mississippi, and for many years they lived 
in Carroll county, where Mr. Davis has been circuit clerk for many years and still holds that 
office. Both of them are Presbyterians. The daughter, Mrs. Thornton, was born in Carroll 
county, one of three children. Since his marriage Mr. Thornton has lived on his present 
plantation, which can in truth be said to be one of the finest if not the finest plantation in 
this county. The energetic habits and progressive mind of the owner are easily seen by the 
prosperous condition of things in general about the farm, such as good substantial buildings, 
good fences, and all that goes to make up a first-class plantation. There are eleven hundred 
acres in this plantation, which produce about one hundred and fifty bales of cotton annually. 
He inherited a part of this fine old place from his father, but the most of it has come through 
Mr. Thornton’s own unaided efforts, a fact of which he may well be proud. On this planta- 
tion are eighteen tenement houses, a steam sawmill, a gristmill and a cottongin. Mr. Thorn- 
ton is a member of the Knights of Honor, of A. Macon Leigh lodge No. 3233, of Charleston, 
while his wife is a strong Presbyterian. : 

| Dr. J. J. Thornton, Gulf Port, Miss., was born in Troop county, Ga., in 1SS3, and is a 
son of Jordan and Jemima (Mabry) Thornton, natives of Georgia. The father was a soldier 
in the War of 1812, and was promoted to the rank of major. He was a farmer by oceupa- 
tion. He emigrated to Montgomery, Ala., and died there in 1580. His wife died in 1S54. 
They reared a family of six sons and two daughters: Mrs. Mary McCane, P. M., Mrs. 
Georgia Horrelson, Andrew J. and J. J., the subject of this notice, are the only surviving 
members. The Doctor was reared in Wetumpka, Ala., and received his elementary education 
there. He began the study of medicine at an early age, and was graduated at Mobile, Ala., 
in his twenty-first year, from the Alabama Medical college. He engaged in practice at 
Buyckville, Ala., where he remained several years. There he was married to Miss Sarah 
Buyck, and eight children were born to them: Buyck, Alice, Finlayson, Thomas M., Mary, 
G., Clower, Laura and Jennie. In 1857 the Doctor removed to Scott county, Miss., and set- 
tled at Hillsboro, but at the end of the year he went to Conehatta, Miss., and practiced there 
until 1870. His next place of residence was at Hattiesburg, Miss., where he practiced 
medicine and managed a hotel until [SSS. In that year he came {o Gulf Port, and built the 
Thornton house, which is a well equipped and managed hotel. The Doctor has abandoned 
professional work, and attends to the hotel; it is kept wp in first-class style, and is a credit 
both to the proprietor and to the town. Dr. Thornton was married, in tS75, to Margaret 
Buyck, and one child was born of the marriage—Minnis. Mrs. Thornton died in April, 
1889. The Doctor is a member of the Knights of Honor and of the Masonic fraternity. 
While a resident of Hattiesburg he was mayor for one term. 

Hon. Stephen Thrasher. This eminent attorney is one of the leaders of his profession 
in this section of the state, for his long experience in the practice of law, his brilliant intel- 
lect and his powers as an orator, haye tended to place him on the topmost round of the ladder. 
He possesses all the tire, vim and eloquence of the native Kentuckian, for in that state he was 
born February 24, 1833, being the eldest of seven children born to William and Henrietta 
(Hook) Thrasher, who were born in Kentueky and Maryland, respectively. The former was 
the fourth child born to his parents, and grew to manhood in Kentucky, where he was edu- 
cated, and where he settled, his attention being devoted to trading. He was born in April, 
1804, and is now a resident of Indiana, and makes his home with his grandehildren. His 
wife died in 1569, in that state, whither they moved about 1S50, being an earnest and 
worthy member of the Christian church at the time of her death. Their children are as fol- 
lows: Stephen; Sarah (deceased); Mary, wife of Oscar Turner, is a resident of Eau Claire, 
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Wis.; Henrietta, wife of a Mr. Golding, is a resident of Minnesota; John is a resident of 
Shelbyville, Ind., and David is a resident of Texas. Stephen Thrasher, the father of William, 
was born in Maryland, and after the Revolutionary war removed to Kentucky, where he 
becamo colonel of a Kentucky troop and participated in the War of 1812. He was a mem- 
ber of the Kentucky legislature, and was avery prominent man in his day, taking an active 
interest in politics. He was a participant in the early Indian struggles in Ohio, and was at 
the battle of Miami when Anthony Wayne was in command. He died about 1850, in his 
sixtieth year, his ancestors having been natives of England. His wife was a Miss Boyd, a 
grandniece of General Montgomery, of Revolutionary war fame. They reared a small family 
of children. Stephen Thrasher, whose name heads this sketch, began the battle of life for 
himself in the year 1852, at which time he came South. After remaining here a short time, 
he returned to Bloomington, Ind., where he entered an excellent institution of learning, and 
graduated in 1857. He then once more returned South, and settled at Port Gibson, where 
he followed the practice of law until the breaking out of “the late war, at which time he cast 
aside personal considerations to enlist in the Claiborne guards, of Port Gibson, which was 
afterward incorporated in the Twelfth Mississippi regiment, with which he served until the 
close of the war, participating in the battle of Seven Pines, the seven days’ fight around 
Richmond, and Chancellorsville, where he was wounded in the left arm and side, and for some 
time was confined in the hospital at Richmond and Petersburg. After obtaining a furlough 
he came home, and later rejomed his regimeut at Rapidan, and took part in the battles of 
Wilderness aud Spottsylvania. He was captured in front of Petersburg, and was taken to 
Point Lookout, where he remained until hostilities had ceased. Upon his return home he 
formed a copartnership with his uncle, J. B. Thrasher, in the practice of law at Port Gibson, 
and since 1S75 had been at his present stand. His plantation, on which he now resides, the 
property of his wife, is one of the finest and most valuable in the county, and was first settled 
by Capt. Thaddeus Lyman, it being a portion of the land granted by George IT], of England, 
in 1775, and was among the first land grants made in the county, consisting of twenty 
thousand acres. In addition to the property of Mr. Thrasher, Mrs. Thrasher owns a fine 
plantation of about one thousand acres, under a high state of cultivation. Mr. Thrasher 
is a lawyer of experience, and possesses broad and liberal views. His mind is acute, and his 
reasonings void of sophistry, and his reasons for his*convictions are always clear and well 
detined, he has at all times the courage to express his views. He was first elected a member 
of the state senate in 1886. and was returned in LSS89, serving two terms in succession, being 
a very strong supporter of the soldiers’ monument appropriation. He is very conservative 
in his views, and does not seek political favors, being elected to the legislature much against 
his will. His reputation as a pure and intelligent legislator was of the very best, and while 
a member of that body he discharged the duties of his position with eminent ability, and to 
the satisfaction of all concerned. In 1875 he was married to Mrs. Lizzie (Belknap) Hamil- 
ton, a native of Tennessee, the Belknap family being noted throughout the South, and 
becoming carly citizens of Mississippi. Mrs. Thrasher came with her mother to Grand Gulf 
in 1849, at which place she was married to C. D. Hamilton in 1893, his death oceurring in 
1869, having been an extensive planter. To them seven children were born, five of whom 
are living: Richard; Mary J., wife of Amos Burnett; Nauunie, wife of S.C. Humphreys: 
Bettie, wife of B. EH. Humphreys; Charles (deceased), and R. FE. Lee, living near Grand 
Gulf. Mr. and Mrs. Thrasher have a beautiful home overlooking the Mississippi river, and 
are enjoying their prosperity as only people of education and refinement can do. They are 
members of the Hpiscopal church, and to every worthy project or institution they contribute 
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liberally of their means. Mr. Thrasher is a man who has made his way to the front by sheer 
force of will and native talent, and it is acknowledged by competent judges that he ranks 
among the highest civilians. He is a stockholder in and president of the oilworks, and a 
stockholder in the brickyard and the bank at Port Gibson, and socially is a Knight Templar 
inthe A. F. & A. M., in which order he has held various chairs. His uncle, J. B. Thrasher, 
with whom he was associated in the practice of his profession for some time, came to Mis- 
sissippi In 1826, and became very prominent in the legal cireles of this section as well as in 
all matters of a public nature. He died of yellow fever in 1575S, at the age of seventy-eight 
years. 

Cassius L. Tillman, the popular treasurer of Adams county and the surviving member of 
the well known and reliable firm of I. Lowenburg & Co., the only exclusive wholesale dealers 
in groceries, tobacco, ete., in Natchez, is a man of good practical judgment and business 
acumen which are the cardinal points of suecess. This business was established in 1864, and 
has an extensive and rapidly growing trade. competing with many of the wholesile houses of 
the larger cities. Mr. Tillman was born in Natehez in 1852, and is the son of J. L. and 
Ricka (Deutsch) Tillman, both of whom were natives of Bavaria, Germany, where they were 
reared. The parents came to Natchez, Miss., in the years 1832 and 1548, respectively, were 
married in that city and there made their future home. Mrs. Tillman is still living, but Mr. 
Tillman died in New York city in 1869, while there temporarily. he father followed mer- 
chandising in Natchez for many years and was very successful in this pursuit. Of the five chil- 
dren born to this union, Cassius L. was the third in order of birth, and is the only one now 
living. He received his early education at Natchez, and in 1865 graduated from Gurkeim 
college, Bavaria, after which he attended Gerke institute in New York city. After com- 
pleting his education he connected himself with the firm of I. Lowenburg & Co., with 
which he has continued ever since. Since the death of Mr. Lowenburg Mr. Tillman has been 
the sole proprietor of this immense business. Although yet a young man he has long been 
recognized as identified with the business interests of the city, and the position he now oc- 
cupies in social as well as business circles is a very high one. He has taken an active part in 
every measure or enterprise for the good of Adams county, and being public spirited, enter- 
prising and intelligent by nature, his career has been both successful and honorable. He is 
a director in the First National bank, was city alderman one term, and since ISSO he has filled 
the office of treasurer of Adams county in a very eflicient and satisfactory manner. He stands 
high in social orders, having held all the offices in Andrew Jackson lodge No. 2, A. F. & A. M., 
and is a member of Royal Arch Chapter No. 1: Bluff city lodge of Knights of Honor No. 
1145; the Knights and Ladies of Honor; the Knights of Pythias No. 3, and he is a member 
of the following Jewish orders: B’Nai B’rith and Kaisher. Mr. Tillman’s wife, to whom he 
was married in 18S0, was formerly Miss Mamie Hyms, a native of Charleston, S. C. They 
have four interesting children. 

Henry Tindall, planter, merchant and lumberman, of Grenada county, Miss., and one 
of the most progressive, thoroughgoing business men of the same, is the eldest of nine 
children born to James and Sarah (Gant) Tindall, both natives of the Old Dominion. The 
parents were married in North Carolina, and moved from there to Bedford county, Tenn., 
at an early day. There they resided, with the exception of a few months in Illinois, until 
1849, when they removed to what is now Grenada county. There the father died in 1SS5, 
He had been married twice, his first wife being our subject’s mother. She died in 1850, 
Both were Cumberland Presbyterians for many years. Mr. Tindall followed the life of a 
successful planter, although in North Carolina he engaged in milling for some time, and 
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never aspired to publicity. His father, James Tindall, died when comparatively a young 
mav. The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Tindall were named in the order of their births 
us follows: Henry: Anderson, died before the war; William, resides near Carrollton, Miss., 
and isa mechanie and planter. He served all through the Confederate army, Fifteenth 
Mississippi infantry, company 1, as a private, and was in the Georgia and Atlanta cam- 
paign; James, a planter of Grenada county, was in the Fifteenth Mississippi also during 
the war; Thomas, was in the same company in the Confederate army, and is now a planter 
of Grenada county; John, a planter of this county, was not in the war; George, was a 
private in the Thirty-first Mississippi infantry and was killed at Murfreesboro: Mary E., wife of 
Maxey Catfee, of Duck Hill; and Vietoria, wife of William Bradford, of Walthall. Henry Tin- 
dall secured a fair education in the common schools of Mississippi and Tennessee, and when 
twenty-one years of age started out to fight life’s battle’s for himself. He first began as an 
overseer, continued this until the breaking out of the war. when he took about one hundred 
and sixty-three negroes and worked a few months on the fortification at Fort Pillow. He 
then returned home, and soon after joined company 1, Fifteenth Mississippi infantry, Ten- 
hessee army, and engaged at Corinth and the siege of Vicksburg as commissarian. He was 
captured and paroled, and was in parole camp at Demopolis, Ala., for about two months. 
He was then ordered to join his command near New Hope church, and was in the Georgia 
and Atlanta campaign. He then went back with Hood to Tennessee; down to Tuscumbia, 
Ala., and then got a furlough and went home to look up clothing, etc. He was in Mississippi 
at the time of the surrender, and afterward returned to Carroll county, where he engaged in 
farming. In 1867 he embarked in the sawmill business at Duck Hill, and in 1869 built a 
mill at his present stand, then in the woods, and has followed this business ever since, now 
being the owner of four different mills: one steammill near Duck Hill, a watermill seven 
miles east of that town, a steammill at home, and a watermill in Webster county. He also 
owns a good gin at each place. For eight years he has operated a good store on his place, 
and does an annual business of about $12,000. He is the owner of three thousand one 
hundred and forty acres of land in Grenada county, three hundred and twenty acres in Mont- 
gomery county, one hundred and twenty acres in Webster county, and has a two-acere block 
and a business block in Duck Hill, all the fruits of his own labor since the war. He is now 
one of the most prosperous planters and business men of the county. He is thoroughgo- 
ing, public-spirited, and has a host of warm friends, He was married in 1S70 to Miss Jose- 
phine Neal, a native of Carroll (now Montgomery) county, Miss., andthe daughter of Robert 
Neal, who came from Tennessee to Carroll county, Miss., and followed the life of a planter. 
There his death occurred. To Mr. and Mrs. Tindall have been born twelve children, seven 
sons and five daughters, all of whom he has spared no pains to educate. He is postmaster 
at Misterton, which was established at his store about seven years ago. Mr. Tindall has 
often been ureed to run for office, but as often refused. 

Col. William Henry Haywood Tison, of Baldwyn, Miss.. the subject of this sketch. 
was born in Jackson county, Ala., November 6, 1822. He was the sou of Richard and 
Naney Tison, natives of North Carolina, who first emigrated to Georgia, thence to Tennessee, 
thence to Alabama and finally to Mississippi. They both possessed iron constitutions, 
indomitable wills and untiring energy, which they transmitted to their son in whose home 
they spent their old age. The father was a soldier in the War of IS12; he died October 15, 
IS76, His mother, a most lovabl® character, died March 15, 1872. Col. Tison was a self- 
made man. He was reared without early educational advantages, and im his youth met and 


overcame impediments which an ordinary man could not have surmounted. The school 
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facilities of the county in which he lived were poor, and his father was unable to give him 
opportunities above those knowu as old fieldschools. He served as an apprentice to Jearn 
the saddler’s trade, in which he proved himself a master workman. While following this 
vocation in the now extinct village of Carrollville, he was mariied to Miss Sarah S. Walker, 
an estimable young lady, who showed her faith in the ambitious, rising voung man, who even 
then was a hard student of books as well as men. How fortunate that he didn’t spend his 
energy on material things! He entered the printing business in 1855 as editor of the Hast- 
port Republican, with D. C. White as publisher. In the winter of 1855 the paper was moved 
to Jacinto, and the name changed to the Republican. He continued the paper through the 
year 1856 and sold it. In the year 1855 the democratic party was confronted by a secret 
organization known as the know-nothing party, and the warfare was bitter and uncompro- 
mising. Colonel Tison wielded a trenchant pen, and was never so happy as when throwing 
shot and shell into the know-nothing camp. He fought know-nothingisim to the bitter end, 
and contributed as much as any other man to its defeat’ and destruction in the state of Mis- 
sissippi. Being a democrat of the Jacksonian school, he soon became the leader of his party. 
His first canvass was for representative from Tishomingo county, and resulted in his election. 
He prosecuted his canvass with the same zeal that he ever displayed in all his undertakings 
throughout life. Upon his entrance to the legislature he took a leading part in all of the 
deliberations of that body, which numbered among its members some of the foremost intel- 
lects of the state at that time. He was repeatedly returned to the legislature before the war, 
and the journal of the house contains no record of service more faithful and more beneficial 
than his. In 1857 he was appointed, by President Buchanan, United States marshal for the 
northern district of Mississippi. In his application for the place he had the earnest and 
active support of Hon. Jacob Thompson, secretary of the interior, who was then, and ever . 
remained his constant and devoted friend. When the war broke out he organized a company 
early in 1861, for the Nineteenth regiment of Mississippi volunteers, the Jake Thompson 
guards, which served under the gallant Mott in many of thebattlesof Virginia. After serving a 
year in Virginia, he was made colonel of the Thirty-second Mississippi regiment, and was 
transferred to Brage’s army in Tennessee. He participated in most of the prominent battles 
in that state and in Georgia, and was twice wounded, once at Resaca, and again at Franklin. 
As a soldier, he was as true and brave a man as ever drew a sword. His courage was Spartan, 
and his skill as an officer commanded adimiration. His bearing on the field was superb. He 
was always at the front and dared to lead where any dared to follow. His spare slight 
figure, erect in his saddle, could always be seen where the battle raged tiercest. He became 
known throughout the army for conspicuous gallantry, and received from his commanding 
generals complimentary notices in their reports. At the close of the war he returned to his 
home and engaged in active business pursuits. Being disfranchised, be could not enter 
politics as an aspirant for office, but he took an active part in all that pertained to the wel- 
fare of his state, and exerted a controlling influence in the affairs of his county. He organized 
the democratic party and again became its leader. He was prominent in his opposition to 
the regime of that day (at the close of the war), but such was his honesty and courage that 
he commanded and maintained to a conspicuous degree the respect of his adversaries. 
This was notable in the first legislature of which he was a member during that eventful 
period. 

On the removal of his disabilities he was again elected to the legislature, and continued 
to represent his county till his death. At its last session he was elected speaker of the 
house, the duties of which he discharged with eminent ability. No man in the state has at- 
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tained greater distinction as a legislator. The statute books show the imprint of his supe- 
rior wisdom in many of the measures of substantial benefit to the people, especially in those 
measures looking to retrenchment in expenditure of the public funds. He was gifted with a 
peculiar wisdom and acumen in this branch of legislation. In his death, the community in 
which he lived lost its most distinguished and useful citizen. Asa husband he was gentle, 
faithful and true; as a father he was loving and kind; as a brother he was devoted and con- 
stant; as a Mason he lived up to the highest standard of the order. He was a proud man and 
erected a lofty standard to which he strove to elevate his family, and may his two sons and 
two daughters fill the full measure of his hopes. As a neighbor he was generous and consid- 
erate; as a friend he was warm hearted and true. When he once placed his friendship, 
it become lasting and steadfast, and under it bis confidence was given without reserve. 
He was conspicuous in deeds of charity. It is said of him that there was scarcely a 
poor man within reach of him, whom he had not materially befriended. His character was 
marked by strong traits. To a casual observer he seemed austere and imperious. To 
those who kuew him well he was yielding and placable. Nature made him an honest man, 
free from all dissembling and pretention. He abhorred all shams and alluring devices. 
He had no guide save principle; he was deep and strong in his convictions of right and duty, 
and obeyed them with earnest energy and unfailing courage. His will was inflexible and his 
nerve was iron. It was these noble traits that made him invincible before the people. He 
was truly a man of the people; he was ambitious, but subordinated his desire for preferment 
to a genuine respect for the people and their interests. In their behalf there was no 
task too laborious, no sacrifice too great for him to make. In their service he comprehended 
and felt the sternest and loftiest sense of duty and held in supreme contempt any allur- 
ments from its pathway. His large heart was always with them and its honest yearning was 
to serve them faithfully. In educational matters his views were broad and comprehen- 
sive. He was a leading advocate of measures designed to enlarge and build up that great 
cause, and bring its blessings within the reach of the whole people. The death of such a 
man is, under any circumstances, a sad event, but when so illustrious a citizen falls by 
the hand of violence, his death is a most deplorable calamity. The state has lost one 
whose deeds in her councils and on the tented field have shed luster on her fair name 
and added to her glory and renown. He was killed in Baldwyn, December 4, 18S2. 
Like J. G. Holland he lived to accomplish his early wish: “To occupy a pure place in 
the popular heart; to be welcomed in God’s name, into the affectionate confidence of 
those for whom lfe has high meanings and high issues; of being recognized as among 
the beneficent forces of society.” We drop a tear to the memory of a wise statesman, 
a pure patriot and a noble Christian man. 

Among the residents of Washington county, Miss., the name of Dr. R. Saunders Toombs 
has become almost a household word, for so often has he entered their homes in his pro- 
fessional capacity, and so successfully has he practiced the healing art, that their confidence 
in him has become unbounded. He was born in Copiah county, Miss., August 12, ISH, 
to George H. and Winnie (Green) Toombs, who were born in Georgia and North Carolina, 
respectively, the former being a planter by occupation. When a young man he came to 
this state, and was married here soon after to Miss Green, dying in Copiah county in 1551. 
The paternal grandfather and grandmother were from England and Ireland, respectively, 
and were pioneer settlers of Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia. The Toombs family 
became very well known throughout Georgia; Robert Toombs being in the United States 
senate from that state for about twenty years, and for some time was secretary of state for 
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the Confederacy, during the early part of the war, but afterward resigned to take the 
rank of brigadier-general in the Confederate army, distinguishing himself in the second bat- 
tle of Manassas. The maternal grandparents of the subject of this sketch were William 
and Mary (Taylor) Green, natives of the Carolinas. Nearly all the male members of the 
Green family were ministers of the Baptist church, becoming distinguished for their ability 
as divines, and for their sturdy habits and morals. They prided themselves upon main- 
taining a high standard of morals and Christian integrity, and possessed many of the charac- 
teristics of their Huguenot ancestors, who left their native land on account of their relig- 
ious belief. Dr. R. Saunders Toombs was reared in Mississippi, and received his education 
in Pleasant Hill academy, afterward pursuing his medical studies in Vicksburg, and 
graduating in medicine in the Washington university, of Baltimore, Md., in 1868, after which 
he began practicing, aud has since been one of the leading physicians of the state. 
When he was six years of age his mother was left a widow, and as his father had become 
security for many friends, the most of his fortune was. swept away, and his family was 
left. with comparatively nothing to maintain them. Tor this reason the Doctor had not only 
to support and educate himself, but to assist in supporting his mother besides. There 
was no such word as fail in his vocabulary, and the success that has attended his efforts and 
his many accomplishments are due to his ambition and his indomitable energy. During 
a time that he should have been in school the war came on, and in 1862, at the age of eighteen 
years, he enlisted in the Confederate army, becoming a member of company K, Thirty- 
sixth Mississippi regiment, and soon showed himself to be a young man of undoubted cour- 
age and trustworthiness. Having manifested considerable ability as a scout, he was sent 
with important dispatches on various occasions, and at one time rode sixty-eight miles through 
snow and sleet, swimming lis horse across three streams, nearly losing his life by his horse 
becoming entangled in driftwood. On this occasion he was bearing important news from 
Gen. Wirt Adams to Colonel Scott. He was at the battle of Jackson, but soon after entering 
the army ill health caused him to give up heavy service, and he was assigned to light duty, 
and was made hospital steward in field service, under Chief Surgeon John M. Allen, of the 
division of cavalry. He was the first to reach General Gohlson after he was wounded in the 
fierce fight near Jackson, but just prior to this was engaged as superintendent in the cart- 
ridge manufacturing department in the arsenal at Jackson. 

While in Jackson he had a most miraculous escape from death in the terrible explosion 
which occurred in that city, killing every inmate in the building, in which about forty chil- 
dren lost their lives, he being the only one left to tell the cause, which he thinks resulted 
from recharging some old shell. He had only thirty minutes before been transferred to the 
state treasury, and he considers his escape as a special act of providence, for his transfer was 
effected by telegram by one of his friends in authority, who had a premonition of his danger. 
Dr. Toombs was married in April, 1876, to Miss Fannie Ray, a native of Carrollton, Miss., 
and a daughter of Capt. William and Mary (Latham) Ray, both of whom were born in Mis- 
sissippl. To their marriage four children have been born: William Ray, Perey Walthall, 
Robert Henry, and Frederick S. The Doctor is the owner of a large landed estate in Wash- 
ington county, and besides this he owns several residences and one business house on Walnut 
street, besides several vacant lots on the same street, and the most of Toombs addition to the 
city of Greenville. He has property in Memphis and Chattanooga, Tenn., and in Sheflield, 
Ala. He is a stockholder in the Merehants and Planters’ bank and Citizens’ bank at 
Greenville. The Doctor came to this point just at the outbreak of the terrible yellow- 
fever epidemic of 1S7S, and was at once made secretary of the city board of health, and 
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is now a member of the state board of health, and was appointed by Governor Lowry 
to represent that board in the inter-state quarantine convention, held in Montgomery, 
Ala., in 1889. His practice has been equal to that of any physician in the county, for 
he has aequired great proticiency in his profession, and has contributed many valuable 
articles to the medical literature of the day. In 1886 he was elected president of the State 
Medical association of Mississippi by acclamation, and is now vice president of the National 
Association of the Railway Surgeons of America. He and his wife are prominent members 
of the Baptist church, and were instrumental in the founding of the flourishing church of 
that denomination in Greenville. He has always taken great interest in church work, and 
was a liberal contributor to the endowment of Mississippi college (Baptist) at Chuton, which 
is one of the best and most prosperous institutions of the state. He is a member of the A. 
I. & A. M., the K. of H. and the A. L. of H. Dr. Toombs possesses perfect manners, and at 
all times manifests the instincts and training of a true gentleman. When engaged in conver- 
sation he at once impresses one as a gentleman of intelligence, for his ideas on all subjects 


are shrewd and sound. 

John Torrey. Among the first pioneers to settle in the east part of Jefferson county, 
was the Torrey family, the date of their arrival being [S06. Dugald Torrey, father of John, 
was born in Robinson county, N. C., in 1780, and in that state and county grew to manhood, 
marrying, in the month of September, 1804, Miss Flora Gilchrist, who was also of that state, 
and of Scotch parentage. Sometime after their marriage they removed to Tennessee, where 
they resided about one year, then came to Claiborne county, Miss., setthng near Port Gibson, 
but at the above mentioned date settled in Jefferson county. Here he opened a very large 
plantation on which he reared his family, and on this farm, which he, himself, put in an ad- 
mirable state of cultivation, he breathed his last in 1553, his wife having passed from life ten 
years earlier. He was a son of George Torrey, a native of Scotland, who emigrated to the 
states, and was one of the pioneers of North Carolina, rearing his family in Robinson 
county. John Torrey is one of a family of three sons and six daughters, but is the only 
surviving member of the family at the present date. One brother, George Torrey, who died 
in Fayette, was well known, having been a former sheriff of Jefferson county. Wm. Torrey 
died on the Island of Cuba in 1843. After attaining manhood in this county, John Torrey 
was married in the month of October, L846, to Miss Margaret C. Cameron, a native of the 
county and a daughter of Archibald Cameron, one of the settlers of 1810. Mr. John Torrey 
has been engaged in planting his entire life, and in following this calling has met with a more 
than average degree of success. He has been a resident of the plantation on which he is now 
living since January, 1850, on which place was some open land that had been under 
cultivation for about forty years. Mr. Torrey commenced at once to clear more land and on 
-this property erected a good residence, steam cottongin, and in other ways greatly improved 
it, making it one of the most desirable plantations in his part of the county. His land 
amounts to about one thousand acres at the present time, although he at one time owned over 
five thousand acres. He owned a large number of slaves during ante-bellum days, and over 
eighty-three were set free by the emancipation proclamation. Mr. Torrey is a man possess- 
ing much energy and decision of character and his judgment in matters of business, as well 
as upon all other topics, is shrewd, far-seeing and intelligent. A family of five children in 
time gathered about his board: Florah Ann, wife of John S. Gillis, a farmer of the county; 
Alice, wife of J. M. Riggs, a schoolteacher of the Lone Star state; Arlone Maddux, a 
widow; Dugald A. and Mary C. Like the majority of Scotch people, the Torreys are mem 
bers of the Presbyterian church, and are frugal, industrious and acquisitive, although not. in 
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the Jeast penuriously so. They are among the most substantial of the county’s residents and 
are hospitable, charitable and kindly people. 

Hon. William D. Torrey has been long and worthily identitied with Jefferson county, 
Miss., and no satisfactory history of his immediate vicinity would be complete which 
failed to make proper mention of his career. He was born on the sth of August, 1850, and 
in his early days was given better advantages than the average boy, aud for some time 
was an attendant of the University of Mississippi. After deciding to make the practice of 
law his profession, he began studying in the office of Shackleford & Cassidy, and on the day 
that he arrived at his majority, August 5, 1871, he was admitted to the bar. His views on 
legal questions soon won for him golden opinions, and while serving in the capacity of justice 
of the peace, which he did for several years, he became noted for the excellent decisions he 
made in all cases that appeared before him. He was not long allowed to remain as a mere 
practitioner, for his brilliant mind and thorough knowledge of all legal technicalities were 
needed in the legislative halls of Mississippi, and in 1SSO he was elected by his numerous 
friends to that body and for some time was a member of the committee on education and 
corporations. | He was a conscientious and scrupulously honorable legislator, and on all 
occasions endeavored to use his influence for the benefit of his state. He is now residing 
on the old homestead, a beautifal place situated about one and one-half miles north of 
Fayette, which he purchased after the death of his father. Here he is extensively engaged 
in planting and stockraising, and the seven hundred acres of which he is the owner, have 
been made very productive by his system of farming. In 1881, Miss Mary F. Hunt, a 
daughter of Abijah Hunt, one of the early settlers of the county, became his wife and 
their union has resulted in the birth of two sons. He and his wife are members of the K. 
and J. of H., of which lodge Mr. Torrey is the chief officer. His father, George Torrey, was 
also born in this county, his birth taking place in the year 1808, and the wife of the latter, 
Mary Ann (Barker) Torrey, was born on the 7th cf March, 1821, their union taking place 
in 1840. Six of their children grew to maturity and two sons and ore daughter are living 
at the present time: William D., George, who is a planter residing near Fayette, and Effie, 
the wife of George D. Forman. George Torrey was an extensive and successful planter and 
was a man well known for his intelligent views on all matters. For this reason, and from 
the fact that he possessed undoubted courage and determination, he was elected to the oftice 
of sheriff, and for eight years filled this position with credit. He served in both houses of 
the state legislature, was for many years a member of the senate, and throughout his entire 
manhood he was prominently before the public as a supporter of all matters pertaining to 
the welfare of the state and his county. He was chosen commissioner of immigration, and 
during his term of office made three trips to England, for the purpose of inducing white 
laborers to immigrate to the state of Mississippi. In this he was quite successful and many 
good families of this section came here owing to his intluence. He lived an active and 
useful life, and for many years before his death, September 12, 1886, he had been a member 
of the Presbyterian church. His wife was left au orphan at a very early age, and from her 
native state of Kentucky she came to this state with an uncle, Dr. E. W. Harding, who set- 
tled in Greenville, formerly the county seat of this county, where he built wp an extensive 
practice and died in 1SS7 at the age of ninety-one years. Mrs. Torrey was finely educated, 
was an exemplary Christian, and died on the 16th of September, ISS). 

James Clinton Totten, Holly Springs, a native born citizen of Marshall county, Miss., 
has become one of its most promising attorneys, and although young in years, he has prac- 
ticed throughout the entire judicial circuit for some time. His parents, Benjamin and Olivia 
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(Brooks) Totten, were born in Tennessee, but came with their parents to Mississippi when 
small children. They grew up, were married in Marshall county, and the fruits of their 
union were two children: James C., and Maggie, who is the wife of Dr. 8. D. Hamilton of 
Waterford. The paternal grandfather was a native of Tennessee and of Hnglish descent. He 
had two brothers, A. O. W. Totten of Tennessee, for many years one of the judges of the su- 
preme court of that state, and Clinton Totten of Arkansas, who -had served as circuit judge 
for many years in Tennessee, and was a prominent politician and lawyer in Arkansas at the 
time of his death. James 8S. Totten, our subject’s grandfather, came to Mississippi at an 
early day and he was repeatedly elected a member of the legislature from Marshall county, 
being speaker of the house for a number of years, before the war. He removed from 
Mississippi to Arkansas and was a very prominent attorney of that state for a number 
of years. There his death occured in 1866. Benjamin Totten followed planting in Mar- 
shall county until the opening of the conflict between the North and South, and then, 
in 1861, enlisted asa private. He was in the battles of Corinth, Shiloh and many others, 
and in the last-named engagement received a wound in the foot, which incapacitated him 
from further service in the infantry, consequently he entered the cavalry. He was killed 
near Holly Springs, Miss.,in 1863, by his horse falling on him. His wife had died sey- 
eral years previous and this left our subject and sister to be taken care of by their grand- 
father, Alfred Brooks, who was very kind to them, aud to whose aid our subject acknowl- 
edges much credit for his success in life. James C. Totten was born on April 29, 1557, 
and at the age of nineteen went to Oxford, obtained his literary training in the State 
university, and in 1579 he took a commercial course at Bryant and Stratton Commercial 
college at Louisville, Ky., graduating in 1880. After this he returned to Holly Springs, 
studied law with the firm of Watson & Smith, and was admitted to the bar in ISS82. 
He then formed a copartnership with J. W. C. and E. M. Watson, of Holly Springs, but 
K. M. Watson was appointed assistant attorney-general, under Attorney-General Garland, 
in 1884. Mr. Totten has continued to practice his profession up to the present time and 
has also been engaged in agricultural pursuits, being the owner of one-half interest in 
one thousand acres of land in Marshall county, with five hundred acres under cultivation. 
His principal crop is cotton, and in 1890 he raised seventy-five bales and two or three 
thousand bushels of corn. He has never been elected to any office in the county, but is at. 
present chairman of the democratic county executive committee. He has given almost his 
entire attention to the practice of his profession, and his efforts have been crowned with a 
reasonable degree of success. He is a member of both the Masonic and Odd Fellows frater- 


oD 
nities. His grandfather Brooks was born in North Carolina in S02, and died in Marshall 
county, Miss., in 1SS7. He was a very extensive farmer. 

Capt. John V. Toulme, Bay St. Louis, Miss., proprietor of the Crescent hotel, and 
mayor of Bay St. Louis, Miss., was born in this place in August, 1827, and is a son of 
John B. and Uranie (Sancier) Toulme, natives of France and of the Dominion of Canada, 
respectively. The father immigrated to America in IS12, and the mother had come to the 
states two years before. They were married in Bay St. Louis, and Mr. Toulme earried on 
a large mercantile and stockraising business for many years. He was identified with all 
public movements, and was a member of the state legislature for one or two sessions. He 
was also mayor of the city for some time. He and his wife both died here. They reared a 
family of seven children, six of whom are living. John VY. is the fourth child and the only 
son. He was educated at St. Mary’s school, near Lebanon, Ky., and after completing his 
studies he engaged in mercantile trade and the raising of livestock. These he conducted 
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successfully until the breaking out of the Civil war. At that time he paid taxes on tive thou- 
sand head of cattle, and was the largest stockraiser of the state. However, when the call 
came, he abandoned his private interests, raised company F, Third Mississippi voluuteer 
infantry, and went out as captain of the company. He served in this capacity until 1563, 
when he resigned and returned to his home. The desolation and destruction wrought by 
war would have completely discouraged many a man, but, realizing the uselessness of despair, 
he set to work at once to retrieve his fortunes. He opened a hotel, and has kept the best 
house in the Bay. He has just completed a large hotel of fifty-six rooms with all modern 
improvements. The management is excellent in every department, and the comfort of guests 
is of the first consideration. The house is known as the Crescent hotel, a name it has had 
since 1866. Captain Toulme has been mayor of Bay St. Louis, and has proven himself 
an efficient officer during the several terms he has filled the chair. In 1850 he was married 
to Martha KE. Carr, and three children were born to them, all of whom are living. He was 
married a second time, in 1879, to Mrs. C. W. List. Five children have been born of this 
union. The Captain is a member of the Masonic fraternity. He is now captain of company 
C, First artillery battalion, Mississippi national guards, which he raised and organized in 
March, 1889. During the time of his service in the Confederate army he was captured 
in his home while on a furlough, but he managed to make his escape. He was a brave sol- 
dier, and is a loyal progressive citizen, zealously supporting all home interests. 

W. L. Treadwell was born in Rutherford county, N. C., on the 19th day of June, 1828, 
the second in a family of nine children who came to the home of T. L. Treadwell and Eliza 
(Allison) Treadwell, who were natives of North and South Carolina, respectively. The 
paternal grandfather was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, serving under the famous Gen- 
eral Marion. The parents of W. L. Treadwell were married in North Carolina, where they 
lived till the year 1536, when they moved to Marshall county, Miss., thus earning for himself 
the title of being one of the pioneers of this part of the state. He bought land here and 
engaged in farming, also opened up astore, trading principally with the Indians, as there were 
but few white people in and around old Lamar, the town he chose for his residence. He was 
quite successful both as a planter and a merehant, accumulating considerable property, and 
prior to the war owning one hundred slaves. As he was so well and favorably known, he 
was naturally elected to fill the offices at the command of his fellow townsmen. He was a 
man noted far and wide for his extreme generosity, especially to aught which pertains to 
the betterment of his community. After the war he engaged in merchandising in the new 
town of Lamar, and was thus employed at the time of his death in 1870. His wife died at 
old Lamar, in 1848, and he married Hlizabeth E., widow of Samuel Haney. This wife 
died in 1889, in her eighty-seventh year; by his last wife there was no issue. Of bis offspring 
there are only six living: Our subject; Allison C., Memphis; Robert A., of Jackson, Tenn.; 
A. B., engaged in the wholesale grocery business at Memphis; A. I., wife of H. P. Maxwell; 
and Francis M., farmer in Marshall county; B. D. having died at Memphis, Tenn., leaving 
a family, and Mary A. (wife of W. B. Smith), and Amelia F., (wife of IF. P. Long), having 
both died near Lamar. The subject was educated at Chapel Hill, N. .C., and was a graduate 
in the class of 1851, after which he took a course of law under a private tutor, Judge Pear- 
son, of Rockford, N. C., and began the practice of his profession in Memphis in 1854, re- 
maining there until 1860. In this year he abandoned the practice of law and moved to 
Marshall county, Miss., where he had bought land, and turned his attention to its cultivation. 
In 1862 he enlisted in company A, of the Seventh Tennessee cavalry, ander Col. W. FP. Taylor, 
this regiment being known as Jackson’s escort. He served until the close of the war, and 
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was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., when he returned home and resumed his interrupted occupa- 
tion of planting to which he added the charge of the mercantile business, left at loose ends by 
his father’s death at Lamar, and which he continued to oversee up to the year ISS4, when he 
closed up this branch of his business, and retired to his farm. Later he gave up the man- 
agement of this also, and had it worked by renters. He owns twelve hundred acres of land, 
six hundred of which are under cultivation. It is situated two miles southeast of Lamar, in 
what is now Benton county. He was married in [So8, to Miss Lou A. Farabee, a daughter 
of F. B. Farabee, of Shelby county, Tenn. They have three children: Lucy, Robert D., 
and Eliza A., wife of J. M. Aldrich, of Michigan City, Miss. Miss Lucy was educated at 
Bethlehem academy at Holly Springs, graduating in 1877. Miss Eliza received her eduea- 
tion at the Huntsville Female college at Huntsville, Ala. Robert went to school at Memphis 
and is now engaged with the wholesale dry goods house of Lemmon & Gale as traveling 
salesman. The faithful wife died in 1887, a consistent member of the Episcopal chureh, to 
which denomination the family all belong. The family occupy an enviable position in the 
county, and their home is the resort of the elite of that part of the state. Mr. Treadwell is 
a Mason and is a man who delights in using his means and influence to better the condition 
of his county to such an extent that he is deserving of the name of the generous man, 
which is applied to him. He is a man to whom honor is due and to whom honor comes, but 
he prefers to use his influence in a private way, always declining his services for any office 
of profit. 

Hon. James M. Trice is a general merchant of Okolona, and also gives considerable 
attention to the calling of a planter, his land amounting to over one thousand five hundred 
acres. Mr. Trice was born in Lawrence county, Ala., in 1825, to James A. and Rhoda 
(Smith) Trice, natives, respectively, of Hanover and Louisa counties, Va., in which state 
they were reared, educated and married. In 1816 they removed to Madison county, Ala., 
and in 1818 settled in Lawrence county, where Mr. Trice passed from life in 1853, and his 
wife in 1864, both having been earnest members of the Methodist church. The father 
received only an Ordinary education in his youth, but possessing much natural ability he 
became an exceptionally well-informed and intelligent man. He possessed a strong will and 
a decisive character, and being industrious and honorable he became well-to-do. He was a 
soldier in the War of 1812. His father, William Trice, was a Virginian, but died in Madi. 
son county, Ala., whither he had moved in 1516, a well-to-do planter. He was married 
twice and reared a large family of children, his first wife being the grandmother of Hon. 
James M. Trice. The maternal grandfather, Noah Smith, was also a Virginian, but in an 
early day removed to Roane county, Teon., where he died, a worthy tiller of the soil. Hon. 
James M. Trice was the eighth of nine sons and three daughters, only two members of this 
family being uow alive. One of the sons, Robert fi;“now a resident of Verona, Miss., 
served faithfully im the Confederate army, being in the army of the Tennessee, and partici- 
pating in the engagements of the Georgia and Atlanta campaign. James M. was reared 
on a farm, receiving a fair English education, and at the age of nineteen, or in S44, he 
came to Monroe county, Miss., and for several years was engaged in trading. He was first 
married in 1846 in Lawrence county, Ala., to Elizabeth, daughter of John M. and Martha 
MeGaughey, who were born and married in Tennessee, from which state they removed to 
Lawrence county, Ala., where they died, the father having been a prosperous planter. Mrs, 
Trice was born in this county and died in 1862, having borne a family of six children: 
Zachariah T., a merchant of Okolona, was in the state militia during the latter part of the 
war; Laura, wife of B. ‘T. Clark, of Nettleton; Anna, widow of Charles Smith; John, of 
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the John Trice Banking company, of Okolona, one of the most thoroughgoing and success- 
ful financiers of the county; Mollie, wife of Thomas M. Walton, a planter of Monroe 
county, and James A., a planter of Nettleton. James M. ‘Trice resided in Monroe county, 
on the old plantation, until 1583, since which time he has been a resident of Okolona, where 
he has been connected with the mercantile business since 1876, the firm for some years being 
J. M. Trice & Co., but for some time he has conducted affairs on his own responsibility. He 
is one of the most energetic, progressive and practical of business men, and the handsome 
fortune which he now enjoys is the result of his own efforts. In 1562 he served for some 
time in Col. William Inge’s regiment of Mississippi cavalry, but owing to the failing health 
of his wife he was compelled to return home, and afterward hired a substitute. His second 
marriage was celebrated, in 1872, to Mrs. Margaret T., a daughter of Joseph Pickens, a 
native of South Carolina, who removed to Huntsville, Ala., where he passed from life prior 
to the war, bis widow still surviving him. Mrs. Trice was born near Huntsville and is a 
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian chureh. Although Mr. Trice has never sought 
office his many friends deemed him a fitting man to represent them in the state legislature, 
and in 1575 they elected him to this position, being again elected from Monroe county in 
1881, during which session he was chairman of the committee on agriculture. After 
removing to Chickasaw county he interested himself in every worthy enterprise and soon 
became well known for his sound and practical views on all subjects, and in 1SS9 was chosen 
as a representative to the legislature from this county, and while a member of that body 
displayed such sound and practical views that he became a conspicuous figure in the legislative 
halls. He made an enviable record for himself and was an able and incorruptible legis- 
lator. He was a member of the committee on conventions, and worked for the interest of 
the bill providing for the new constitutional convention. He was formerly a member of 
Carnargo lodge No. 11s, of the A. F. & A. M., of which he was worshipful master; but he is 
now a member of Prairie lodge No. S7, of Okolona, in which he is a Knight Templar. 

Dr. G. W. Trimble, a prominent physician and surgeon of Grenada, county health 
officer, surgeon for the Illinois Central railroad and president of the State Medical associa- 
tion, was born in Limestone county, Ala., in 1822, and is a son of Archibald and Margaret 
(Reese) Trimble, the father a native of the Old Dominion, and the mother of Tennessee. 
Archibald Trimble, who was of Scotch-Irish parentage, had three brothers in the War of 
1812. He moved from Tennessee to northern Alabama, was one of the first settlers of that 
state, and died there in 1827. He was a selfmade man. His wife died in Alabama in 
1836. She had been married twice, Mr. Trimble being her last husband. The paternal 
grandfather, John Trimble, of Augusta county, Va., moved to Tennessee at an early day, and 
thence to Claiborne county, Miss., where his life terminated. The maternal grandfather, 
Rey. Solomon Reese, was a Cumberland Presbyterian minister, and at an early day eimi- 
grated to northern Alabama, his death occurring in Franklin county of that state During 
the principal part of his life he ministered to the spiritual wants of his fellowman, and 
also wielded the ferule in the schoolroom. He was of Scotch- Welsh descent. Dr. G. W. 
Trimble, the only child born to the above mentioned union, was educated in a printing 
oftice in Nashville, Tenn., and Tuscumbia, Ala., beginning when but a small boy, and con- 
tinuing the printing business until he was twenty-three years of age. He then closed his 
editorial career at Aberdeen, where he published the Aberdeen Jndependent and the Aber- 
deen Bee for a few years. He began the study of medicine with Dr. J. A. Trimble, a half- 
brother, of Russelville, Ala., and graduated from the medical college of Louisville, Ky., in 
1852, since which time he has practiced in Grenada and vicinity, being the oldest resident 
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practitioner there. He was assistant surgeon in the Second Mississippi infantry, but was 
soon after disabled by getting his leg broken at Bowling Green, after which he did no 
further service, except at home. He has been a prominent member of the State Medical 
association since its formation. He was married, in 1842, to Miss Ella Barksdale, a 
native of Pickens county, Ala., and the daughter of John and Anna Barksdale, natives of 
the Old Dominion, where they were reared and married. Later the parents moved to 
Pickens county, Ala., and there both received their final call. The father was a planter by 
occupation. Mrs. Trimble was a member of the Baptist church, and died in 1846, leaving 
one son, Joseph H. The latter was educated in Alabama, and served as a_ private in 
the Confederate army. He was a trader, and died in 1875. Dr. Trimble’s second marriage 
occurred in 1856 to Mrs. Rebecca Thomas, daughter of Frank Bullock, a native of South 
Carolina, who was a successful planter and merchant of Sumter county, Ala., where his 
death occurred. Mrs. Trimble was born in Old Fort, S’ C., and by her marriage to Dr. 
Trimble became the mother of two children: Mary T., wife of Curtis H. Guy (see sketch), 
and Charlie. The Doctor has been a member of the Grenada lodge No. 6, L. O. O. F., 
since 1853, is a very prominent member, and is past grand master of the state, also past 
grand representative. Mrs. Trimble is a member of the Presbyterian church. The Doctor 
has planting interests and is one of the foremost men of the county. He is learned in his 
profession, and his career, as a practitioner and thorough student of medicine, has won for 
him no less a reputation than has his personal characteristics, as a citizen and neighbor. His 
advantages for schooling were very limited while growing up, for he was left an orphan when 
very young, and was compelled to be his own custodian; thus it may truly be said that he is 
a selfmade man. . 

Like many of the prominent citizens of Winston county, Nimrod D. Triplett, planter, 
Perkinsville, Miss.. owes his nativity to the Palmetto state, his birth occurring in Chester 
county, in 1839. His parents, Nimrod, Sr., and Dorothy (Moore) Triplett, it is supposed, 
were natives also of that county, and there they were reared and married. In the 
winter of 1848 and 1849, they removed to Winston county, Miss., whither the father 
had gone to purchase land in 1845, and settled on what was known as the Gentry place. 
They remained there only a short time, however, and then moved to the place where 
their son, Nimrod D., now resides. There the father’s death oceurred in September, 
1861, at the age of seventy-one years. His wife is still living at the advanced age of 
ninety-nine years, aud is doubtless the oldest person in the county. The father was a 
man of ordinary education, and in early life had followed the shoemaker’s trade. This 
he had to abandon on account of il] health, but he afterward ran a still in South 
Carolina for some time, although his principal oecenpation during life was farming. 
He was a very temperate and industrious man. His father. Nimrod ‘Priplett, was of Welsh 
descent, and was probably born in the Old Dominion, where he was married. From there 
he removed to North Carolina, thence to Sonth Carolina, and settled in Chester county, 
where he followed agricultural pursuits. He was the father of two sons. The maternal 
grandfather, Thomas Moore, was born in Chester district, S. C., and there passed his entire 
life engaged in farming. He was but a boy during the Revolutionary war, and he wad his 
father were captured by the tories. The father was killed, but the boy escaped, and after- 
ward wreaked vengeanee upon his father’s murderer. Nimrod LD. ‘Uriplett. subject of this 
sketch, was the tenth of thirteen children, four of whom are now living: George W.,of Leake 
county, was in the Confederate army with General Ferguson; Solomon R., of Kemper county, 
was in the cavalry during the Civil war. Nimrod D. Triplett was reared on a farm, and 
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received an ordinary education in the common schools. He began for himself at the age of 
twenty-one as an overseer, and early in 1861 he joined company F, Fourteenth Mississippi 
infantry in the western army, and fought at Fort Donelson. He was captured and spent 
about seven and a half months in Camp Douglas. He was exchanged at Vicksburg, and 
afterward fought at Coffeeville, Baker's creek, Jackson, Dalton, and was in the Atlanta 
campaign. He then went back with General Hood to Franklin and Nashville, and after- 
ward joined General Johnston in North Carolina, with whom he surrendered after four 
years’ hard service. Returning home after the war he engaged in farming, and in 
1868S he was united in marriage to Miss America Richards, a native of Choctaw county, 
Miss., and the daughter of George W. and Lucinda Richards, the father a native of 
Alabama, and the mother of Georgia. The parents removed to Choctaw county, Miss., 
and afterward to Noxubee county, where Mr. Richards died in 1887. Mrs. Richards 
died about 1877. Both were Baptists, and he had followed planting all his life. They saw 
twelve of their children grow up and marry. To Mr. and Mrs. Triplett were born seven 
children, all of whom are living: Beulah A., wife of James M. Smith; George Edwin, 
Nimrod D, Samuel Orr, Laura Belle, Thomas Moore and John Henry. Since his marriage 
Mr. Triplett has lived on his present farm consisting of one thousand one hundred acres, and 
in- connection with farming is quite extensively engaged in raising stock. He owns two 
hundred acres in another tract. He is a member of the Masonic order, formerly of Winston- 
ville lodge No. 277, was a charter member of Parkersville lodge No. 336, and has been 
secretary twelve years. He and Mrs. Triplett have been members of the Baptist church for 
many years, and are highly esteemed citizens. 

William E. Trotter is a successful planter and merchant of Clay county, Miss., and is 
well and favorably known to the majority of the residents of this section, for he has been a 
resident of the county since 1854. He was born in Lincoln county, Tenn., in 1816, and 
when about five years of age was taken to Alabama by his parents and was there brought up 
on a plantation. Notwithstanding this, upon starting out in life for himself, it was as a 
clerk, and in 1852 he was sufficiently familiar with the business to embark in merchandising 
for himself at Moscow, Ala. Since becoming a resident of Mississippi he has carried on 
planting in connection with merchandising, and his plantation is a valuable one and beauti- 
fully located on the bank of the Tombighee river. In 1542 he was married to Miss Sarah A. 
Moore, of Tennessee, a daughter of Maj. James Moore, of that state, and their union has 
resulted in the birth of these children: Mary F. (Kirk); John, who died at the age of two 
years; Charles M., also died when two years of age: James M., of Aberdeen; Sarah A. 
(Hodo), of West Point; Mattie A., wife of Dr. White, of West Point, Miss.: Ida (Dukemi- 
ner), who is deceased; Richard M., of West Point; Benjamin, a resident of Vinton, Clay 
county, Miss.; Henry C., who died when two years old; Susie (Watts), of Starkville. Mz. 
Trotter is a member of the Masonic order, which he joined in Alabama in 1556, and while a 
resident of Moscow, Ala., in 1838, was appointed postmaster of that place by Martin Van 
suren, Who was then president of the United States. He has been postmaster at different 
places in Alabama and Mississippi ever since, a period of over fifty-three years. He and his 
wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal chureh and are respected and honored by all 
who know them. Mr. Trotter is now in his seventy-fifth year, but carries his age remarkably 
well and looks much younger. He is ason of Dr. Thomas L. and Mary 8S. (Quarles) Trotter, 
who were born in 1777 and 1784, respectively. The former practiced medicine in Virginia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee and Alabama, and being well posted in his profession, as well as 
ou all the general topics of the day, he was suecessful and accumulated a comfortable compe 
tency. He was a member of the Masonie fraternity, died in 1531 and his wife in IS6L. 
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Hon. Jeff. Truly has early become a distinguished member of the bar, and during his 
career as an attorney he has shown himself to be endowed with superior ability, and his 
words are accompanied with weight and vigor. By hard study and conscientious practice 
his position is so well established that it is conceded by all competent judges that he 
ranks among the highest civiliaus. Mr. Truly bas been deeply interested in everything per- 
taining to the welfare of Jefferson county, for in the town of Fayette he was born on 
the 21st of July, 1861. His father, R. H. Truly, was also born here, and was here united 
in marriage to Miss Mary Key, a native of Alabama, but reared in Mississippi. R. H. 
Truly is a man of strong character, and intellectually is far the superior of the average man. 
He is personally acquainted with and has met socially nearly ali the great statesmen of Mis- 
sissippi and the nation, and as he is very fond of traveling, and believes this to be a liberal 
education in itself, he has visited nearly all the great cities of the United States. He 
is of a very social and agreeable disposition, and his pleasant, winning manners, his kindly 
disposition and his intelligent conversation make him a most agreeable companion, and have 
won for him innumerable friends. Hon. Jeff. Truly bad only hinited school advantages in 
bis boyhood, and is principally self-educated. Having always posses-<ed a strong inclination 
for the study of law, he began the study of that profession in lis native town, but later con- 
tinued to pursue his studies at St. Joseph, La., under Steele & Garrett, eminent attorneys 
of that place, and still later took a complete course in the law department of the University 
of New Orleans, completing the course before he attained his twenty-first birthday. After 
the completion of his course he returned to his home in Mississippi, and formed a part- 
nership with W. D. Torrey, his present partner, their union being blessed with abundant 
success from the first. He has had some very important cases which he bas brought to 
a successful issue, and the echo of his name and fame have extended over a wide territory. 
He has evinced quite an active interest in local politics, and in 1885 was chosen by his 
numerous friends to the state legislature, being one of the youngest members of that body, 
and distinctly in opposition to the administration at that time. He served as a mem- 
ber of the state campaign committee, also the state democratic committee, in both of which 
he distinguished himself. He is able and earnest in advocacy of what he thinks best 
calculated to promote the best interests of the country, and as he isstudious and attentive 
to his business, abstemious in his babits and laborious in research, he has never per- 
mitted the interests of his clients to suffer. He is at all times thoroughly prepared in his 
cases, and is rarely taken by surprise. His clients rely implicitly upon his word and his 
counsel. He was married in Fayette, October 23, 1889, to Miss Mattie Whitney, a 
daughter of Dr. P. KK. Whitney, who is a native of Jefferson county and a member of one of 
the oldest and best known families in the county. Mr. and Mrs. Truly have one child, Ever- 
ette. Mr. Truly isa member of the Masonic fraternity and the Nvights of Honor, and as he 
is a man of much native ability there is a bright future before bim. 

John Thomas Trusty, Pine Valley, Miss., a suecessful merchant and planter of Yalo- 
busha county, was born in the state of Tennessee in the year 1840, and is a son of James G. 
and Kliza F. (Speary) Trusty, also natives of Tennessee. The maternal grandparents were 
natives of Pennsylvania and Canada. John Speary, the grandfather, was a millwright 
who emigrated to Mississippi soon after 1830, and purchased a large tract of land in 
Pontotoc county, where he became an extensive real estate dealer. He afterward settled 
in Yalobusha county and put up a mill on Hurricane creek. There he lived until death, 
which came to him in 1858, at the age of sixty years. He was a Universalist in his 
religious faith. He accumulated a considerable property, aud was highly respected by all 
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who knew him. He had two children: the mother of our subject and Mrs. Francis Tatum. 
Martha Speary, his wife, was born in Pennsylvania; she lived to be past seventy years of 
age. She was one of the charter members of the Methodist Episcopal church of Pine 
Valley, which was organized in 1840. The parents of Mr. Trusty were married in Will- 
iamson county, Tenn., and came to Mississippi after the Speary family had removed to that 
state. The father is yet living, and is engaged in farming, being the owner of a consider- 
able estate. He is a member of the Baptist church, of which he has been a deacon since 
its organization. During the war he belonged to the militia, and in his political opinions 
he is democratic. His wife died in 1875. To them had been born thirteen children, five 
of whom are yet living: John Thomas is the eldest of these. He remained under the 
parental roof until the breaking out of the late war, when he enlisted in the Fifteenth 
Mississippi volunteer infantry, company F. He served until he was discharged at Chi- 
cago after the surrender. He was taken prisoner at Nashville, Tenn., while under Hood. 
He was wounded in the battle of Shiloh, by a spent shell, and again, in the battle of Cor- 
inth, he was knocked down by a spent shell, but was not disabled more than a few days. 
He was also at Franklin and Nashville, and in several skirmishes. In 1867 he was married 
to Mrs. Anna H. Bell, nee Palmore, a native of Virginia. She is one of a family of three 
sons and three daughters. Her mother died when she was but three years of age. She was 
first married to William A. Bell, a native of Winslow county, S. C. Of this marriage one 
child was born, Helen, the wife of Charles W. Wright, a resident of Arkansas. Of the sec- 
ond marriage five children have been born: Virginia, John L., William T., Joseph H. (who 
died at the age of five years) and James R. Mr. Trusty is a member of the Tabernacle 
lodge No. 340, A. F. & A. M. Politically he affiliates with the democratic party, and in 
religious faith he is a Baptist. Since 1880 he has been engaged in the general mer- 
cantile trade, and is the proprietor of the Pine Valley store. He was commissioned post- 
master December 31, 1885, and has conducted the office in connection with his other busi- 
ness. He is the owner of several hundred acres of land, a large portion of which is under 
cultivation. Stockraising is also carried on extensively on this place. In these various 
industries our subject has call to exercise all of his business faculties, and that he has made 
a success of it is to be seen in the thrift and air of prosperity which pervades all his 
possessions. 

Joel A. Tucker owes his nativity to Marshall county, Miss., his birth occurring on the 
7th of October, 1852, and although young in years, he is one of the substantial men of the 
county. He was the eldest in order of birth of four children born to Asa E. and Amanda 
E. (Ingram) Tucker, both natives of the Old Dominion. The father is a planter, has been 
very successful in life, and is one of the representative men of the county. He was president 
of the Bank of Sardis, where he resides, until on account of age and ill health he refused to 
serve any longer. He came to Mississippi at an early day, and became quite a noted char- 
acter in Panola county. Joel A. Tucker grew to manhood in Panola county, received his 
education in both public and private schools, and at the usual age of twenty-one years he 
began for himself as a planter. He started-with some capital, and is now the owner of one 
thousand nine hundred and fifty-five acres of land, with four hundred acres under cultiva- 
tion. This farm is in a fine state of cultivation, and is considered one of the best in the 
county. Mr. Tucker is also the owner of a saw, gin and gristmill, a cotton and seedhuller. 
He was married in 1879 to Miss Irene F. Caldwell, who was born in Mississippi, and who is 
the daughter of Hon. W. W. and M. C. (Fowler) Caldwell, the father a native of Tennessee, 
and the mother of Alabama. Mr. Caldwell represented Panola county, Miss., in the state 
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legislature in 1884. Mr. and Mrs. Tucker’s union has been blessed by the birth of four 
children: Willie B., deceased; Mary E., Asa C. and Casey L. In his political views Mr. 
Tucker adhers closely to the democratic party. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
and he and his family hold membership in the Methodist church. He gives his hearty sup- 
port to all enterprises tending toward the growth and prosperity of the county. Mr. Tucker 
is the owner of a stone building in Courtland, a busy little town on the Illinois Central rail- 
road, sixty-five miles south of Memphis, and Mrs. Tucker is the owner of forty acres of land, 
two brick buildings in Batesville, and an interest inthree hundred acres of land on Tallahat- 
chie river. Mr. Tucker comes of one of the oldest and most respected families in the county, 
and by his sociable ways has won a host of friends. t 

J. W. Tucker, merchant, Chulahoma, Miss. Prominent among the suecessful business 
enterprises of Chulahoma stands that conducted by Tucker Bros., the firm consisting of J. 
W. and his brother, Robert L., both live, industrions merchants. They engaged in this 
enterprise in Chulahoma about 1880, and carry a stock of goods valued at $3,500, their 
annual business amounting to $20,000. Aside from this J. W. Tucker is the owner of one 
thousand three hundred and twenty acres of land, five hundred acres under cultivation and 
his principal crop is cotton. His farm is operated by renters principally. Mr. Tucker was 
born near Chulahoma, Marshall county, Miss., on the 24th of December, 1847, and is a son 
of Jesse C. and Mary E. (Fort) Tucker, the father a native of Alabama, and the mother of 
North Carolina. They came to Mississippi with their parents when small, grew up and 
were married in Marshall county. They reared a family of thirteen children, eight sons and 
five daughters. The Tucker family was one of the earliest pioneers of the country, having 
removed from Tennessee to Mississippi in the thirties, when the country was full of Indians. 
Grandfather Tucker was a Baptist minister, and organized the church at Chulahoma and others 
in the surrounding country. He died in 1841, near Chulaboma. Jesse C. Tucker became a 
successful planter and died in 1865. The mother died in Juiy, 1874. Ten of their children 
are now living, J. W. being third in order of birth. In 1864, when but sixteen years of age, 
the latter enlisted inthe Confederate army, Colonel Withers’ regiment, and served until the 
close of the war. He afterward followed farming near Chulahoma. Previous to entering 
the army he had received a good practical education in the common schools, and his brother, 
Robert L., who had taught in the public schools for two years, took a commercial conrse at 
Memphis. ‘The latter, who is the youngest of the boys, is six feet six inches in hight and 
weighs two hundred and thirty-four pounds. He was married in 1889 to Miss Matilda M. 
Odell, daughter of Denton and Fanny E. (Bloodworth) Odell, and they have one daughter, 
Robina E. He is the owner of farm land and a fine residence at Chulahoma. The Tucker 
family is well and favorably known all over Marshall county, and are excellent citizens and 
successful business men. J. W. Tucker is a member of the Methodist church, but his 
brothers, R. L. and B. C., are members of the Baptist church. J. W. is also a member of 
the Masonic fraternity. 

Kate Tucker institute. The Kate Tucker institute, located at Byhalia, Miss., was 
founded in 1882 by Mrs. Kate IE. Tucker, and is a shining monument that deserving merit 
has won its principal. By her indefatigable energy and industry, in the face of strong 
opposition and without capital, this institution has steadily grown in numbers, character, 
and especially in the esteem of its patrons, till it stands now among the first schools of the 
state. The great success of its noble work is realized in the many young teachers it has 
sent out, who are engaged in remunerative positions in this and other states. Their pride in 
their work reflects great credit upon their alma mater, whose training has fitted them for 
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such success. The institution was chartered in 1889, and by special request of its patrons 
its present name was selected. The principal, Mrs. Kate E. Tucker, was raised and edu- 
cated in the school-famed city of Shelbyville, Ky. Her father, Mr. John Ross Doolan, died 
in 1804, when she was but six years old, leaving her mother with five small children to rear 
and educate. But the mother must have been animated by the enterprise that so eminently 
characterizes the daughter, for she not only reared, but she secured them the best educational 
advantages the town afforded. The father being a Baptist the children were educated at 
the Baptist college of Shelbyville, then the most’progressive, under that model teacher, the 
Rev. B. F. Hungerford. That the children responded to the ambition of the mother to 
leave them the priceless fortune of an education, is manifested in the fact that two of them, 
Prof. T. J. Doolan, of Finchville, Ky., and Kate Nugenia, became teachers before they were 
seventeen. The latter filled with distinction a position as teacher in Bardstown, Ky., from 
1867 to 1870, when she came to Holly Springs, where she taught four years. Failing health 
obliged her for a period to abandon her loved profession. Like many others who visit the 
South, she became so charmed with the genial climate and the hospitality of its people that 
she determined to make it her future home. Again, in 1875, she accepted a position in the 
Winona Female college for one year, after which sbe returned to Marshall county, where 
she has since taught. From the first she has been a diligent reader of educational liter- 
ature. She has taken several normal courses, besides lessons in art, mathematics and pen- 
manship from celebrated specialists. In 1881 she was married to Hon. J. H. Tucker, of 
Marshall county, and the fall of the next year commenced the nucleus of Kate Tucker 
institute. 

Hon. J. H. Tucker, who is co-principal of Kate Tucker institute, was born near 
Petersburg, Va., in 1840. His father, Joseph Tucker, moved to Marshall county in 1844. 
His mother, who became a widow when he was ten, managed admirably the estate left her, 
and spared no expense in the opportunities procured for her children. Tue greater portion 
of his education was acquired in Marshall county, till he entered the sophomore class in the 
University of Mississippi. He enlisted in the Hleventh Mississippi regiment soon after the 
first gun from Fort Sumter resounded, and served in General Bee’s brigade in the first 
battle of Bull Run, where he lost his brother, Thomas Emmet. He was discharged, but 
soon re-enlisted in the Tenth Mississippi regiment, and served in Gen. James H. Chamlers’ 
brigade, until he again resigned, and, on returning health, re-enlisted in General Forrest's 
cavalry. He was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., and returned to his home to find it in ashes, 
and a comfortable fortune wasted by the ravages of war. He has been twice elected to the 
legislature of his state, which were the only interruptions in his vocation of planting, till 
1882, when he became connected with the Kate Tucker institute. 

Hon. Hdward Turner (deceased) was a man whose memory has been kept green in the 
hearts of the many who knew and loved him in hfe. His reputation remained unblemished 
throughout a long and useful public career, and his acts of charity, bis liberality, his kind. 
ness of heart and his brilliant mental endowments, made him a favorite of all with whom he 
came in contact. He was born in Fairfax county, Va., on the 25th of November, 1778, but 
in 1786 was taken by his parents to the state of Kentucky, and in the healthful bluegrass 
regions of that state he was brought up. He was given the advantages of excellent schools, 
and in his early manhood graduated from the Transylvania college, soon after which he began 
the study of law with Col. George Nichols, and at the end of three years, whenin his twenty- 
eighth year, he began practicing his profession. In ISU02 be came to Natchez, Miss., and as 


his ability soon became known, he was elected a clerk of the house of representatives, and 
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was also the private secretary of Governor Claiborne. In September, 1802, he married a 
daughter of Col. Cato West, of Jefferson county, and to that county Mr. Turner removed and 
made his home. After a wedded life of nine years his wife was called from him, and in 
December, 1812, his union with Miss Eliza B. Baker, a native of New Jersey, was consum- 
mated. In 1815 he was elected to represent Adams county in the state legislature, and so 
admirably did he fill the obligations that were imposed upon him that for many years he was 
honored by re-elections. In 1816 the legislature confided to him the preparation of a digest 
of the statute laws, and at the time of the admission of Mississippi into the Union as a state, 
he was a member of the convention. He was twice elected speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives, and in 1822 was appointed judge of the criminal court of Adams county, which 
led to his being elevated to the bench of the supreme aud superior courts of the state by 
_ Governor Leake, and in 1830 received the appointment of attorney general. In 1854 he was 
elected chancellor of the state, but at the end of tive years was elected judge of the high 
court of errors and appeals, during which time he displayed very superior mental endow- 
ments. Having a thorough knowledge of all the intricacies of the law, the most abstruse 
and complicated subjects were handled with ease and grace, and throneh his clear, forcible 
and convincing manner of expressing himself, were made plain and perceptible to the most 
ordinary understanding. When he retired from the bench he lacked three weeks of being 
sixty-five years of age, but, notwithstanding his advanced years, he was not long allowed to 
remain in retirement, but in 1844 was called to the state senate and for four years thereafter 
sat in the legislative halls of the state and assisted in making the laws by which he was to 
be governed. At the age of seventy years he withdrew from public life and spent the 
remainder of bis days at Woodlands, his pleasant home, situated one mile from Natchez, 
where he passed from life on the 28d of May, 1560, being then in his eighty-second year. 
He was a man of exceptionally noble character, generous to a fault, kind and considerate to 
his family, and a faithful and generous friend. He was fond of society and in social circles 
was esteemed for his rare conversational powers, his gracious and deferential manners. He 
possessed decided literary tastes, and had been an extensive reader on most subjects. He 
was a thirty-second degree Mason and for many years had been a devout member of the 
“piscopal church. In person he was of commanding presence, being six feet two inches in 
hight, and his complexion was fair. His widow survived him until September 16, 1878, 
when she, too, was called from life, having borne her husband four children: Mary Louisa, 
now the widow of John T. MeMurran; Edward, who died in the month of August, 1823; 
Elizabeth Frances, who was born in July, 1827, and died the following year, and Elizabeth 
Frances (second), born December 7, [820, and now the wifa of Lemuel Parker Conner, a 
talented and successful lawyer. These two sisters live on the old homestead, which has been 
the abiding place of some member of the family since 1856, but the estate now comprises 
seventy-five acres. It was in former times a large cotton plantation and was very valuable. 

Henry C. Turner, merchant and planter, Canton, Miss., is one of the prominent men of 
Madison county, Miss., who, singlehanded, have had to carve out his own career in life, and 
that he has been successful thus far is not to be donbted for a moment, when a glance is cast 
over his well-kept farm. He owns fourteen hundred acres of land, with eight hundred acres 
under cultivation, and he is also engaged in merchandising, carrying a stock of goods valued 
at S000. He is wideawake and industrious, and being honest in his dealings and represen- 
tations merits the esteem: with which he is regarded. He is one of the substantial citizens, and 
is ever ready with his means and intluence to further any good cause. He was born in Wileox 
county, Ala., on the 16th of August, 1S44, and-is the fifth of six children born to Reuben 
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P. and Phebe A. (Bishop) Turner, natives of Georgia. The father, who followed planting 
all his life, came to Mississippi in 1858, and died in 1875. His wife died in 1870. His 
father was A. J. Turner, also of Georgia, and her mother was Patience (Alford) Bishop, of 
that state also. Henry C. Turner was reared in Georgia and Mississippi, and received his 
education in the private schools of the same. He has been married twice, first, in 1865, to 
Miss Emma P. Pace, a native of Mississippi, and the daughter of James M. and Amanda 
J. Pace, natives of Tennessee. They had one child, Emma M., now deceased. In 1872 
Mr. Turner married Miss Mattie I. Holliday, who was born in Mississippi, and who is the 
daughter of Isaac N. and Elizabeth A. Holliday, both also natives of the Bayou state. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Turner were born four children: Trocher §., Ruloff P., Hooker and Grady S. 
Mr. Turner served during the late unpleasantness between the North and South, enlisting in 
1863, in company C, Withers’ light artillery, and was with the same a short time before the 
war ended. He was discharged in 1864 on account of ill health. Myr. Turner takes a 
prominent part in politics and is a nominee for the state legislature for his county on the 
democratic ticket. He and his family are members of the Methodist church. 

L. R. Turner is a native of Grenada county, Miss., where he was born on the 2d of 
April, 1856, the eldest of five children born to the marriage of R. H. Turner and Martha 
Miller, the former of whom was born in South Carolina, and is by occupation a farmer. 
L. R. Turner was an attendant of the common schools of his native county up to the age 
of twelve years, at which time he entered college at Columbia, S. C., in which institution he 
completed his junior year. He then read law for some time, but was not admitted to the 
bar, as he did not like the profession. In 1854 Mr. Turner was elected chancery clerk of 
Grenada county, Miss., for one term, at the expiration of which he opened up a general 
mercantile establishment at Grenada, and for about one year his business was quite pros- 
perous. He then removed to his farm near the town of Grenada, where he remained for 
eighteen months, actively engaged in fitting it up for oceupation. Of the nine hundred 
acres of land, of which he is now the owner, he has six hundred acres under cultivation. 
Mr. Turner came to Hinds county in September, 1890, but until the month of January, 1891, 
remained in Raymond, when he purchased and moved to the Mrs. Hstes’ property, which 
contains two thousand two hundred and seventeen acres, of which nine hundred acres are at 
the present time given to pasture, the rest being under cultivation. His is one of the best 
improved plantations in Hinds county, the house alone costing $10,000 just after the war. 
Mr. Turner also has a five thousand acre tract in Tallahatechie county, but it is unimproved. 
Mr. Turner is a Master Mason and he and his estimable wife are members of the Episcopal 
church. He was married February 22, 1887, to Miss Evelyn Summers, a native of Hinds 
county, by whom he has one child: Lewis S. Mrs. Turner received her education chiefly 
at Bardstown, Ky., but did not get to complete her course of study on account of sickness. 
Mr. Turner is of a practical turn of mind, very wideawake and progressive, and although 
he is still a young man he has a beautiful and comfortable home, and bids fair to become 
very wealthy. 

Robert H. Turner, planter, and the present treasurer of Grenada county, was the 
youngest of five children born to his parents, Robert and Lovinda (Childs) Turner, his 
birth occurring in Abbeville district, S. C., on the 8th of October, 1825. The father 
was born on the Atlantic ocean in December, 1786, while his parents, Alexander and 

~ (Hood) Turner, were on their way to Charleston, S. C., from Dublin, Ireland. 
Soon after landing at Charleston, Alexander's wife died, and he weut on to Georgia, settling 


near Atlanta. ‘The little son, Robert, who was left motherless, was taken and reared 
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by his aunt, Mrs. Anderson, in Abbeville district, where he grew to manhood. He 
was married there to Miss Childs, a native also of that district, who died in 1526, leaving 
five children: Robert H. Turner being six months old at that time. The other children 
were Matilda, now the widow of Samuel Major, resides at Greenwood, Abbeville district, 
S. C.; John C., served as a soldier in the war and died at Tuscaboma, Miss., in 1870; Judith, 
was the wife of Wesley Major, and died at Abbeville, S. C., and Alexander died in South 
Carolina when young. The father was married the second time to Miss Dorotha Klugh, a 
native of Abbeville district, who bore him ten children, only one of whom is now living, 
Alexander K., who is a planter, and resides near Grenada. Those deceased are Paschal 
D., who died of consumption at the age of fifty years; he served during the Civil war, and 
received a medal for being the best and bravest soldier in a cavalry company during a march 
from the siege of Vicksburg; William A., was also a soldier in the Civil war, and was 
wounded and taken prisoner at Fisher’s creek, but who was soon after paroled; he then 
remained with a family by the name of Jones until able to return to the company; he died 
in December, 1889; Rebecca, was the wife of Willis Davis, and was the mother of fonr 
children, all born in Mississippi; Carrie, was the wife of Stephen Dunlap, who resided 
near Grenada, and there she died, leaving two children; Mollie, was the wife of D. L. 
Holcombe, who resided at Tuscahoma, this county, and there she died leaving two children; 
Wesley was killed at the battle of Shiloh; he was a young man; James died at Tuscahoma, at 
the age of twelve years, and an infant, named Wesley, died in South Carolina. Mr. Turner 
caine to Mississippi, with the younger members of the family, in 1846, settled at Tuscahoma, 
and opened up a large tract of Jand. There he reared his family. His death occurred in 
1868, but his wife had passed away five years previously. Both were worthy members of the 
Methodist church. In politics he was democratic. Robert H. Turner attained his majority 
in South Carolina, and came to Mississippi on horseback when a single man. He located at 
Tuscanoma, and there continued to reside until 1S8O, when he moved to Grenada, Miss. He 
selected as his life companion Miss Martha 8. Miller, who was born in Tennessee in 183], 
and who was the daughter of Lewis and Sybil Miller, both natives of the Palmetto state. 
Mrs. Turner was a well educated lady, having attended James A. Girault’s school, and the 
school at Spring Hill, Miss. She was a member of the Methodist church, and was a noble 
and exemplary Christian. Her death occurred in December, 1876. To this union were born 
six children: Lewis R., who is cashier at the bank at Bolton, Miss.; Matilda, wife of B. R. 
Turnipseed, resides in South Carolina; Venie, is single, resides at Grenada, and is a highly 
accomplished young lady; Ellen, is the wife of Dr. J. H. Bitzer, of Temple, Tex.; Donna, 
married Harry O. Rollins, and resides at Greenwood, Miss., and Johnnie W. died in 1878. 
During the late unpleasantness between the South and North, or in 1862, Mr. Turner entered 
Gwaltney’s company, Brumley’s regiment, and soon after, when the Third Mississippi 
cavalry was formed, he became a member of it, and was in Colonel Barksdale’s company. He 
was made captain by election of the company and participated in the following battles: Col- 
lierville, Jackson, Harrisburg, Atlanta and Jonesboro, besides numerous skirmishes. Mr. 
Turner received a contusion wound in his right arm at Collierville, Teun. From Pollard, 
Ala., to Pensacola, his regiment had a running fight with the Union soldiers and put them 
to flight. Captain Turner was paroled at Ramsey, Ala., on the 12th of May, 1865, and then 
returned to the homeplace, where he has since been engaged in planting. In ISS he was 
elected county treasurer, which position he has held suceessfully up to tbe present time. He 
is a public-spirited citizen and is deeply interested in edueational matters. While a resi- 


dent of Tuscahoma he was a trustee of the schools, and held other positions of hke character. 
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He owns a large tract of Jand, but is now mauager for Captain Mister on the latter’s planta- 
tion, although he resides in Grenada. He is quite active in politics and votes with the dem- 
ocratic party. 

Dr. KR. J. Turner, physician and surgeon, Bay St. Louis, Haneock county, Miss., was 
born in Marfreesboro, Tenn., July 80, 1841, and is ason of Thomas J. B. andSarah (Jetton) 
Turner. The parents were natives of middle Tennessee, where they lived and died. The 
father was a planter by occupation. He reared a family of tive sons, three of whom served 
in the late war. The Doctor was the eldest of the family. He was reared in Murfreesboro, 
and received his literary education there. He began the study of medicine at an early age, 
and was graduated from the medical department of the University of Tennessee at the age 
of nineteen years. When the war began he enlisted as a private in company I, First Tennes- 
see regiment. He was afterward appointed assistant surgeon, Confederate States 
Army, and served until the close of the conflict. He had charge of a hospital at Kings- 
ton, Ga. While on field duty at Chickamauga he was wounded by a cannon shot and was 
picked up for dead. He finally survived, and was in the hospital as a patient only two 
weeks. He was twice captured and left in the lines with his wounded. After the surrender 
he returned to Murfreesboro and began practice at Salem, a little town near Murfreesboro. 
Desiring to perfect himself further in his profession he entered Vanderbilt university and 
took a course of medical lectures. In 1878 he removed to Nashville, Tenn., and practiced 
there until 18SS|1. He then came to Hancock county, Miss., and settled at Nicholson, where 
he was physiciin to the Northeastern railroad until 1883. In that year he removed to Bay 
St. Louis and has established himself in a large and paying practice. He is president 
of the board of health and is physician for several insurance companies. He is a 
member of the Masonie fraternity, and he and his wife are worthy members of the Method- 
ist Episcopal church. The Doctor was married in 1865, to Miss Laura Butler, of Ruther- 
ford county, Tenn.. a danghter of Capt. William S. Butler. They have one son living, 
F. B. Turner. Dr. Turner is a man who is interested in all the enterprises tending to the 
development of the county, and is a liberal contributor to benevolent movemeuts. 

Robert L. Turner, M. D., of the firm of Smith & Turner, physicians and surgeons, Ellis- 
ville, Miss., was born in Jasper county, Miss., July 8, 1565. His parents were the Rey. 
Martin and Susan M. (Thompson) Turner, natives of Alabama and Georgia, respectively. 
The father was born in Wilcox county of the state just mentioned, November 1, 1835S, and 
was the son of Martin D. and Harriet (Haddol) Turner, who were natives of Georgia and 
South Carolina, respectively, and removed to Mississippi in ISt1, and thence to Texas in 
1865, where the mother died in 1868, and the father in 1869. They were the parents 
of thirteen children, twelve of whom grew to be men and women. Rev. Martin C. Turner 
came with his parents to Mississippi in 1841, and has resided in the state ever since that date. 
In May, 1861, he enlisted in company IF, of the Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, known as 
the Jasper grays, and served in that organization until the elose of the war. April 2, 1865, 
he was taken prisoner at the battle of Port Gregg, near Petersburg, and was taken to 
Point Lookout, Md., where he was kept until June, 1865, when he was released and returned 
home. During the service he returned home on a furlough in 1864, and was married, 
September 16, 1564, to Susan M., a daughter of Zachariah and Charity (Duekworth) Thomp- 
son, who was born in Georgia, Novewber 16, 1836. In 1866 Rev. Mr. Turner was elected 
assessor of Jasper county, and served in that capacity four years. He was afterward elected 
again and served three years. He has been a member of the Baptist chureh since 1858, and 
was licensed to preach in 1867, and was regularly ordained in 1574. In 1879 he was elected 
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to the office of chancery clerk of Jasper county, Miss., and served two successive terms, 
during which time he attended to his ministerial duties also. In March, 1891, he removed 
to Ellisville, Miss. He has had born to him the following named children: Martin F., 
William A., Engene L., Susan M., Ida L. (deceased), and Dr. Robert L., above mentioned, 
the eldest member of the family. Dr. Turner was educated at the Agricultural and Mechan- 
ical college at Starkville, Miss., from which he was graduated in 1587. In 1888 he began 
reading medicine under Dr. C. W. Bufkin, of Vossburg, Miss., and in the winter of 
1888-9 he attended lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, after which 
he returned to Mississippi, and resumed his studies, which he continued there until the 
winter of 1889-90, when he attended lectures at the Tulane university, at New Orleans, 
La. In the winter of 1890-91 he took his coneluding course of lectures at the institution 
last mentioned, and the degree of M. D. was conferred upon him April 1, 1891. He returned 
immediately to Ellisville, Miss., and entered into a partuership with Dr. Sidney O. Smith. 
Drs. Smith and Turner rank among the best educated, most skillful and most successful 
physicians and surgeons in the county, and have a large and increasing practice. 

The social, political and business history of this section is filled with the deeds and 
doings of selfmade men, and no man in Jefferson county is more deserving the appellation 
than Robert Tweed, for he marked out his own career in youth, and has steadily followed it 
up to the present, his prosperity being attributable to his earnest and persistent endeavor, 
and to the fact that he bas always consistently tried to follow the teachings of the golden 
rule. He was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, June 2, 1821, his parents, William and Mary (Orr) 
Tweed, being also born in that country, the father following the occupation of merchandis- 
ing at Irvine, Ayrshire, until his death, which occurred when the subject of this sketch was an 
infant. After Mrs. Tweed became a widow she bravely took up the duties of life and con- 
tinued her husband's business until she was called to her long home, which was in the year 
183i. Robert remained in his native town until he was ten years of age, and after the death 
of his mother he spent four years in an adjoining village, Stevenson, attending school. He 
then went to the city of Glasgow, where he engaged in clerking, continuing for about four 
years, when he decided that in the New World there were better things in store for bim, and 
time has proved the wisdom of his views. In 1839 he immigrated to the United States, and 
in the month of January, 1840, arrived in Rodney, Miss., and his first efforts in the way of 
making a living here was as a school teacher, a calling he followed for some four months, 
then accepted a position as clerk in a mercantile establishment, and during the four years 
that were given to this calling he managed to save some of his earnings, and in IS44 engaged 
in business for himself. After following that calling in Rodney up to 1850, he moved to the 
city of New Orleans, and there for a number of years followed the same occupation. From 
1857 to 1860 he was in business in New York, but in 1861 again returned to New Orleans, 
and in that city and Mexico he resided up to 1569, when he once more returned to Rodney, 
at which place he again opened a mercantile establishment. Here he has been in business 
ever since; and although he commenced life a poor boy, and obtained only a small salary by 
clerking, be acquired excellent and methodical business habits, and these, in connection with 
a naturally fine mind, perseverance and industry, have acquired for him a comfortable 
income. In former years he did a business at this point of from 350,000 to $60,000 anna 
ally, but of late years business bas been reduced, by the railroads cutting off the more dis- 
tant trade, and his sales have not been nearly so large, amounting to about $30,000 each 
year. He was married in Philadelphia, in 1851, to Miss Virginia Van Uxem, a native of 
Pennsylvania, reared and educated in the city of Philadelphia, a daughter of Louis Van 
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034 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


Uxem, a merchant of that city. For a number of years pricr to her marriage, Mrs. Tweed 
was a teacher in Mississippi. She and her husband have two children: Mary, wife of Nev. 
J.J. Chisholm, of Winchester, Ky., and Robert Tweed, Jr., a merchant of Wilkesbarre, 
Penn. Mr. and Mrs. Tweed are members of the Presbyterian church, and in this church 
Mr. Tweed is an elder, and is superintendent of the Sunday-school, in which capacity he has 
served for some forty years. They are earnest Christians; and although Mr. Tweed is 
nearly seventy years of age, he is remarkably well preserved, and gives promise of spending 
many more years of usefulness in this vicinity. The sons of Scotland are fairly represented 
in Jefferson county, and although with characteristic modesty they do not assume the bril- 
lianey in the forum, yet they hold conspicuous places in many pursuits, which makes the 
county of Jefferson a substantial star in the galaxy of Mississippi's many interesting counties; 
and prominent among these is Mr. Tweed. He and _ his wife lost two children: Louisa, who 
died in Brooklyn, N. Y., at the age of four years, and Clara, who died in Rodney. 

Col. F. A. Tyler, a well-known citizen of Holly Springs and a man universally esteemed 
and respected, is the eldest child born to Nathan and [liza (Brooks) Tyler. His paternal 
ancestors were of English descent, and settled in Massachusetts soon after the Pilgrims. On 
the maternal side the Brooks came over in the Mayflower. Col. F. A. Tyler was born in 
Massachusetts in March, 1812, and was educated in Brown’s university, Providence, R. I. 
He began the study of Jaw at Bangor, Me., and also attended the law school at Cincinnati, 
being admitted to the bar by the supreme court of Ohio, in 1835. He then went to Vicks- 
burg, Miss., and entered the office of Prentiss & Guion. In 1836 or 1837 he purchased the 
Vicksburg Register, the first paper published in that place, and conducted this until 1839, 
when he sold to William H. McCargle. In May, 1839, he located in Grenada, Miss., 
formed a partnership with KE. H. Fisher, and after practicing there one year bought a paper 
which he conducted for several years. He subsequently removed to Panola, started the first 
paper in that place, did well, and remained there for two years. He then bought a planta- 
tion twelve miles north of Grenada, and after two years began the study of theology, at the 
Lane seminary at Cincinnati. During this time he boarded with Dr. Lyman Beecher. 
He was licensed and ordained in Mississippi in 1848, and began preaching at Grenada, spend- 
ing twelve years in the ministry. He then removed to Memphis, having been elected by the 
Memphis synod to establish a church paper, called the Presbyterian Sentinel, at that place. 
This he conducted up to the war. He later became connected with the Memphis Appeal, of 
which he was for a time editor in chief, and he was also president of the Appeal Publishing 
company. He was elected superintendent of the schools of Shelby county, Tenn., during 
1871 and 1872, and then went to Washington city, where he edited the Sunday Gazette. In 
1878 he came to Holly Springs, and took charge of the Holly Springs South, with which he 
continued until about 1SS6. During that time he did much to advance the interests of the 
place. He was married, in 1540, to Miss Virginia Ann Townes, daughter of Armstead ‘Townes, 
of Virginia, a prominent man in the early days of the state. Mrs. Tyler died in 1879 leav- 
ing a son, who now resides at Gainesville, Tex., and who is a prosperous merchant. They had 
five children, all of whom died previous to the death of the mother. Mr. Tyler was married 
at Holly Springs in June, 1880, to Mrs. Rosa Goodlow, daughter of Roger Barton (see 
sketch), and one child is the result of this union, Roger Barton. Socially Colonel ‘Tyler is 
a member of the Masonic and Odd Vellows orders. It is said that he gave more to the Con- 
federate cause, according to his means, than any man in Mewphis. He is now living a semi- 
retired life, though ably filling the office of magistrate of Holly Springs, and is engaged in 
literary work. He is a well-preserved and courteous gentleman. 
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James M. Tyler, the proprietor of a sawmill, farmer and postmaster of Bogue Chitto, 
Lincoln county, Miss., is a son of Derrell M. and Klizabeth (Jones) Tyler.” He was born in 
1847, in what was then known as Lawrence county, within ten miles of his present residence. 
He is now one of the most prominent and popular men of this town and county. His father 
was born in 1822, and was a son of Daniel Tyler, a native of South Carolina, who came to 
Mississippi among the pioneers of this section, bringing with him his wife, who was Miss 
Klizabeth Sistrunk, alsova native of South Carolina. They lived toa good old age, and 
reared a large and respectable family. He was a whig in politics, and was a member of the 
Baptist church. Derrel}) M. Tyler was the youngest child but one, and was reared within a 
short distance of where he new lives, and is engaged in farming. He served in the militia 
during part of the late war. From principle he was a strong Union man, and for many years 
he has been connected with the Baptist church. His wife, Miss Elizabeth Jones, was a 
daughter of Vincent Jones, of South Carolina, and who was a soldier in some of the early 
wars. He came to Mississippi soon after his marriage, where he accumulated some property, 
consisting of land and negroes, becoming what was considered well-to-do. He died just 
before the war, and professed religion on his deathbed. His wife died about two years afterward. 
She was a member of the Baptist church. Politically her husband was a lifelong whig. 
They had children named as follows, four of whom are yet living, including the mother of 
our subject: Martha, became the wife of Rev. Bailey, a very aged mininster, who lives in 
this county; Mrs. Emily Busby, a widow, residing in this county, and who has raised a large 
family; Margaret, who became the wife of John A. Grear, of this county. Those deceased 
were Andrew Y., Zacharias Berry; Mrs. Dolly Grear, Mrs. Phebe McLendon and Mrs. 
Cynthia Brister, who was the eldest child, and who died in 1871 (see sketch of B. KE. Brister). 
To the parents of Derrell Taylor were born eight children, four of whom were sons: William 
M. died in 1885, leaving a wife and three children; Mrs. D. Summers; Mrs Dolly McCullough, 
and Mrs. Emily Bailey, three of the daughters are residents of this county; Vincent Lafay- 
ette, who was accidentally shot in 1889, was postmaster of Brookhaven, his wife being 
appointed to sueceed him, and is holding that office at the present time; another daughter, 
Mrs. Martha Norman, is a resident of Pike county; Ira W. Tyler is a merchant at Bogue 
Chitto, Miss. Our subject is the second child in order of birth, and he attained his majority 
in this county, living on the home place until he was twenty-two years of age. © He received 
his education principally at the common schools of his home. He was married February 21, 
1871, and began farming in Lincoln county, near the old plantation. In the fall of that 
year, he was elected a member of the board of supervisors. In 1573 he was elected assessor, 
after which he was again elected a member of the board of supervisors. He was re-elected 
assessor in 1579. Mr. Tyler is the owner of a fine plantation near Bogue Chitto, and of a sawmill 
four miles distant from his plantation, which is connected with Bogue Chitte by a tramway. 
He is also largely engaged in ginning. He was married to Miss Mary L. Brent, a native of 
Pike county, who was reared in what is now Lincoln county. She was a daughter of Jesse 
M. Brent, also a native of Pike county, and whose wife was Miss Mary Williams, and who 
was born in Lawrence county. Her mother died in 1S60; her father is yet living. To her 
were born two children: James M., a miller and a farmer of this county, and Mrs. Tyler. 
Mr. Brent is now living with his third wife, by whom he has had five children, and he also 
had two by his second wife. To Mr. and Mrs. Tyler have been born nine children: James C., 
Amanda Belle, Frankie K., Louis I, Jesse M., Derrell M., a baby called Pet, Willie W., 
aged five, and Mary K., who died at the age of ten years. Mr. and Mrs. Tyler are members 
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cation with that organization, in 1871. He is a member of the Masonic order and a Knight 
of Honor. Politically he is a republican. 

Rev. John ‘Tyler Christian, D. D. The subject of this sketch was born in Fayette 
county, Ky., near old Fort Boonesboro, December 14th, 1854. His mother was a Miss 
Martinie, a granddaughter of Charles Tyler. He thus comes of two of the oldest families of the 
state—the Christians and Tylers having emigrated to Kentucky either with Daniel Boone, 
or soon after that historical pioneer went to the state. Dr. Christian was born on a farm, 
and remained upon the farm until his seventeenth year. He then entered Bethel college and 
graduated with distinction from that institution in 1876. Soon after his graduation he moved 
to Mississippi and took the pastoral care of the Baptist church at Tupelo. It had been his 
intention to practice law, and he was already preparing himself for the bar, when he was 
called to preach. He consulted not with flesh or blood, but enthusiastically entered upon bis 
work as a preacher. While pastor at Tupelo he was married to Miss Evylyn Quin, of West 
Point, Miss., and to her wise counsel and help he owes much of his distinction. After hav- 
ing preached six years in Mississippi with much success, he became pastor of the First 
Baptist church, Chattanooga, Tenn. The church grew rapidly, and nearly five hundred 
members were added to its fellowship during his pastorate. Ifor over four years he has 
been the efticient missionary secretary of the Baptist denomination for Mississippi. In 1890 
he received from Bethel college the honorary degree of doctor of divinity. As a man Dr. 
Christian is sunshiny and genial, and consequently numbers his friends by hundreds. He is 
one of the best known men in the state, and while he is progressive and pronounced in his 
opinions, he is popular with all. He is a strong preacher and eminently evangelical. He 
has marked ability as a writer, and has been a frequent contributor for newspapers and 
magazines. During the present year he has published a volume upon Inmersion, the Act of 
Christian Baptism. The book is having aremarkablesale. Three editions have already been 
called for, and the press is very pronounced ia its praise. He is scarcely yet in the prime of 
life, and if he lives out the allotted time allowed man upon the earth, many years of service 
are doubtless yet before him. 

H. L. Tynes, M. D., Tynes. Tishomingo county, Miss., was born in Tuscaloosa county, 
Ala., February 20, 1850, a son of Robert IF’. and Eliza Ann (Berry) Tynes. His father was 
a native of Virginia, and his mother of Georgia, They were married in Alabama and lived 
there for twenty years thereafter, where Mr. Tynes was engaged in planting and a portion 
of the time held a position as a bookkeeper for Robert Jamison, of Tuscaloosa county, a 
mail contractor who operated several stage lines and mail routes. Mr. Tynes and wife had 
twelve children, seven sons and five daughters, of whom six sons and two daughters lived to 
maturity. The family removed from Alabama to Mississippi in 1805, and bought land and 
located in Itawamba county, where Mr. Tynes engaged in planting, and accumulated econ- 
siderable property in the period before the war, owning a good quantity of land, about fifty 
slaves, and having a snug sum of money at interest. He was a practical, progressive man 
of affairs, who had no political aspirations whatever. He took a deep interest in eduea- 
tional and religious matters and was a consistent and helpful member of the Presbyterian 
church. He died in 1$88 in Itawamba county, lis wife having died in the same county in 
S74. H. L. Tynes, M. D., began life for himself at the age of eighteen as a clerk in 
Brownville, Miss., a connection which he continued for four years. At the end of that 
period he became a drug clerk in the same town in the employ of Smith & Brown. There 
he remained for the next two years, reading medicine in the meanwhile, and in IS74 he 
went to Mobile, Ala., where he took a course in the Alabama Medical university. Return- 
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ing home he soon afterward located in Union county, where he practiced his profession 
with considerable suecess until 1877, when he returned to Mobile and finished his course, 
graduating in the spring of 1877, with the degree of doctor of medicine. After this he 
again took up the practice of medicine in Union county, where he remained until the 
spring of 1880, when he came to Vishomingo county and located near Bay Springs. He 
built up an extensive practice and had a reputation among the people of being one of the 
most successfal physicians in the county; while in the profession he was regarded as being a 
man of much ability and undoubted skill. He was married, in 1572, to Miss Mattie A. 
Rogers, a daughter of Hugh Rogers, who has borne him nine children, five sons and four 
~daughters: Carrie L., Myrtle V., Roxie N., Humbert A., Robert R , Lucien Q. C. L., Clara 
Ann, Henry L. and James 8S. The Doctor is the owner of two hundred and forty acres of 
land, eighty acres of which are under cultivation. He pays very little personal attention to 
planting, however, his practice consuming his entire time. Though he is in no sense a 
practical politician, he takes a keen interest in all movements inaugurated for the benetit of 
his fellow-citizens. He has never been an aspirant for any official position, but, as a matter 
of convenience to his neighbors, he bas for the past six years acted as postmaster of Tynes 
postoffice, which was named in his honor. The farmers’ movements attracted his attention 
to a great extent, and he was the organizer and first president of the first wheel organized 
in Mississippi, of which he was at the head for two terms. He has always been a liberal 
contributor to schools, churches and all laudable enterprises, and is regarded as a useful and 
helpful citizen, whose presence in the community is a benefit to its general interests and an 
aid and encouragement to its citizens. 
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7 PECTAL sketches in this work would be incomplete without mention of Alfred 
Augustus Ulman of Waveland, Miss., who has given a greater impetus to the man- 





ufacturing interests of the state than any other one man. He was born in New 
Orleans, La., December 19, 1846, and is the son of James A. and Ellen (McDonald) Ulman. 
His father was born in Boston, Mass., and came to New Orleans in 1836, where he was a con- 
tractor and builder for some years. In 1$48 he remoyed to Bay St. Louis, Miss., where he ear- 
ried on the same business. He has been prominently identified with the history of the place 
since his residence there began. For a number of years he was mayor of the place, 
and has also served on the board of supervisors. Having more than attained his three 
score yews and ten, he has retired from active business pursuits, and leads a quiet life at the 
Bay. His wife was a native of Ireland. They reared a family of two sons and three 
daughters, of whom Alfred A. is the eldest. He was but five years of age when his parents 
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removed to the place. He was educated at St. Stanislaus college, and early in life started 
out toseek his fortune. His first enterprise was a blacksmith shop and a blackingbrnsh 
factory; he carried on this business for some years. He served in the latter part of the Civil 
war under General Forrest. He was but sixteen years of age. When the war was over, in- 
stead of yieiding to despondency, he promptly began prospecting for the future. He went 
North, and after a thorough examination of the great industries of that section, returned 
to his home, fully convinced that the natural advantages of the South were superior to those 
of the North, and that the employment of the same means would insure similar results. 
Buoyed by this inspiration, he threw into the enterprise all his energies, and the end of the 
beginning was the woolen mills at Ulmanville, which are located within the corporation of 
Waveland. The spacious warehouses, the business offices, the extensive stores, and the 
operatives’ cottages are models of convenience and taste. The factories are furnished with 
modern machinery, and the product of the looms finds a ready market throughout the South. 
-When the woolen mills were established, a general store and sawmill were also put into 
operation, and the whole is conducted with an exactitude and harmony of which no common 
man is master. Mr. Ulman was elected mayor of Waveland in August, 1S90. He adheres 
to the principles of the democratic party, and was a delegate to the convention of the 
state for 1891. In 1890 he was a delegate to the constitutional convention. He is vice 
president of the Homestead Building and Loan association, and was one of the originators 
of the Gaslight and Ice factory. In fact there is no home enterprise of importance that has 
not felt a strong impetus from his touch. He is the largest individual taxpayer in Hancock 
county, owning a vast amount of land and real estate. Mr. Ulman is a man of many fine traits of 
character; he is generous and charitable, and his friends are the masses. He is deeply appre- 
ciative of the loyalty of his operatives, which he has rewarded by liberal gifts and the kindest 
consideration. He was married in 1873 to Miss Emma Nicholson. He is a devout member 
of the Catholic church. 

James A. Ulman, Bay St. Louis, Miss., was at one time one of the most active business 
men of Hancock county, but he has retired, and is now enjoying the fruits of his labors. 
He was born in Boston, Mass., in 1819, and is a son of Melchi and Martha (Smith) Ulman, 
natives of England. The parents were early settlers of Massachusetts, where they passed 
their last days. The father was a mechanic by trade. They reared a family of nine children, 
three of whom are living: Mary A., resides in Cambridgeport, Mass., and is now eighty- 
two years of age; Maria J., lives in the sane place, and James A., the subject of this sketch. 
He was reared and educated in Boston, and was trained to the occupation of a builder. At 
the age of twenty years he went to New Orleans, La., and soon made a place for himself 
among the best known builders and contractors of the South. He had large contracts in 
Louisiana and Texas, and was very successful in all his dealings. In 1S48 he removed to 
Bay St. Louis, Miss., and two years later he brought his family, and has since made it his 
home. He has put up a vast number of buildings in the surrounding territory, which will 
be a monument to his industry and ability for years to come. During his residence in the 
South, Mr. Ulman has passed through many trying periods. In the epidemics that have at 
different times swept the South, he has nursed the sick and buried the dead; the latter office 
he has performed unaided when there were none to help. During four years of the war he 
was at Selma, Ala., when he was in the state service. Since his residence in Bay St. Louis 
he has been prominently identified with the public affairs of that place. He was mayor for 
several terms, and was appointed mayor by Governor Ames for a short time. In 1852, 1853 


and 1804 he wasa member of the board of supervisors, and did most eflicient service to his 
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county. In 1845 Mr. Ulman was married in New Orleans to Ellen McDonald. They have 
five children living: A. A., Clara A., Rosabella, Mary E., and James A. The father is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and was master of his lodge for a number of years. Mrs. 
Ulman died in 1559. 

S. R. Upshaw, Craigs, Miss., was born in Holmes county, Miss., in 1856, and is a son 
of Samuel W. and Margaret A. (Terrall) Upshaw, natives of Virginia. The father removed 
with his family to Holmes county about the year 1545, and engaged in farming, and to 
some extent in the mercantile trade. He then disposed of his commercial interests, and 
devoted himself exclusively to agriculture. He died in 1865, but the mother still survives. 
They reared a family of ten children, seven of whom are still living. Young Upshaw grew 
to manhood in the midst of husbandry, receiving but a limited education. The common 
school had not then reached its present advanced development, and many a lad of pioneer 
days was but poorly equipped for the battle of life, so far as literary attainment was con- 
cerned. At the age of nineteen years he began life for bimself, hiring out on a plantation; 
he has always been industrious and economical, and was enabled to save a considerable 
amount from his wages. In 1885 he was married to Mrs. Betty Upshaw, widow of W. E. 
Upshaw, a brother of our subject. Mrs. Upsbaw is a daughter of Thomas and Adaline 
(Hill) Singleton, and upon her mother’s side is connected with one of the earliest families of 
Yazoo county and one of much prominence in South Carolina. Mr. Upshaw now owns, on 
Silver creek, a fine farm of four hundred acres in cultivation, and as much more in timber. 
It is one of the best improved plantations in the county; he has a pleasant dwelling house; 
his tenant houses and barns are neat aud in good repair, and all his surroundings are indica- 
tive of the thrift and wise management of the owner. In the cultivation of his lands he 
employs all the modern improvements in machinery, and reaps abundant harvests. 

Mrs. Elenora C. Urquhart was born on Lake Washington, in Mississippi, in 1535, to John 
A. and Sarah Steen (Jefferies) Miller, the former of whom was born in Georgetown, Ky., 
and the latter in Mississippi. My. Miller came to this state at the age of seventeen years, 
and after a time engaged in banking in Natchez, later removed to New Orleans, La., where 
he was in the coffee business for a number of years, at the same time following the occupa- 
tion of a planter in that state, a calling he continued until his death, which occurred at his 
home, Lelna plantation, in 1S75, at which time he was the owner of a large estate. His 
father was John Miller, a native of Kentucky, a planter by calling, who lived and died 
near Georgetown, in his native state. The Millers are of German descent aud possess the 
thrift, perseverance and energy characteristic of the German people. The maternal grand- 
parents were James and Priscilla (Shelby) Jefferies, the town of Shelbyville, Ky., being 
named for the latter’s family. She died near Port Gibson, being the owner of a large 
plantation at the time of her death. Mrs. Urquhart was reared principally in this state, for 
some time attending school at Port Gibson, being afterward a student at Patapsco institute, 
near Baltimore, Md., from which institution she was graduated at the age of seventeen years. 
She was married in 1809 to William Urquhart, a cotton merchant of New Orleans, and from 
the time of her marriage until the death of her husband, was a resident of that city, with the 
exception of two years during the war, which they spent in Europe. His father, David 
Urquhart, was born in New Orleans, he and his wife becoming the parents of ten children: 
David, who died in New Orleans when a lad; Anna, who married Baron De Boigne, aud is 
now residing in Paris, France; Emma, Rosalie and Eloise, who died in Paris, France, and 
were buried in Pere la Chaise cemetery, of Paris; Georgine was married to Robert MeLane, 


minister to France under Clevelaud, having formerly been minister to China and Japan 
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under Buchanan. He was also minister to Mexico when the war began, being afterward a mem- 
ber of congress from Maryland, and still later filled the position of governor of that state; 
Robert was a sugar planter in Louisiana, and is now deceased; James also followed the same 
occupation in that state, and is now deceased; Angelica, also deceased, married Henry Living- 
ston, a native of New York; William, the husband of the subject of this sketch, comes next 
in order of birth; and David, the latter being now a retired cotton merchant of New Orleans. 
Mrs. Urquhart inberited ber father’s home, and has lived on it since 1875. She is the third 
of four daughters, the eldest of whom, Martha Priscilla,.married F. A® Metealfe, a native of 
Mississippi, of which state he was also a planter; Sarah Hannah married William Stirling, 
a planter of Louisiana, and Mary Georgiana married C. H. Smith, a native of Missouri. 
Mrs. Urquhart bore her husband six children: Sadie Steen, wife of J. B. Ferguson, a native 
of Kentucky, now living in Kansas City, Mo.; William, who is located near Bristol, Teun. ; 
Eloise, wife of MeDuflin Hampton, a son of Gen. Wade Hampton, of South Carolina, who 
now resides in Bristol, Tenn., a civil engineer; Corinne, wife of Wilham Griftin, a lawyer in 
Greenville;-Jobn, who died in Kansas City, Mo., in 1890; and George, who is in Bristol, 
Tenn. Mrs. Urquhart and her children are members of the Episcopal church, and are highly 
esteemed wherever they have made their home. She is the owner of two thousand acres of 
land, one thousand two hundred acres of which are under cultivation, three hundred of which 
have been opened under her direction, and on this place she has put about 310,000 worth of 
improvements, her home being now a beautiful and comfortable one. She makes a charming 
and entertaining hostess, for all who enter within the portals of her home are made to feel 
welcome. She his always endeayored to make her home a happy one for her children, and 
that she has sueceeded is abundantly testified in the warm affection and honor they bear her. 

_ 8. T. Ussery is a planter who, in his operations, displays those sterling, characteristic 
and honorable principles so necessary to a successful career in any calling. He was born 
on the 2d of November, 1848, to Samuel and Mary D. (Shotwell) Ussery, both natives of 
South Carolina. The father removed to Tennessee about 1820, and after remaining 
there two years came to Mississippi, and entered and purchased about two thousand acres 
of land. Although he began life a poor man, before the war he paid tax on nearly $75,000 
worth of property. He was a practical business man throughout his hfe, never following 
any occupation but farming, and died in 1878S. He bad four sons who served in the Confed- 
erate army during the war. One died at Danville, Ky., and another, who held the rank of 
lieutenant, was killed at Jonesboro, Ga. S. T. Ussery attended the common schools near his 
home until he was about twenty years of age, attending mostly during the winter months, 
at the end of which time he began planting for himself. His father gave him one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, loaned him a mule for one year, and boarded him for the same time. 
With heart and soul he entered upon his work and at the age of twenty-three began dealing 
in mules, buying and selling in Tennessee and St. Louis, and continued to carry on this busi- 
ness until he attained his twenty-eighth year, when he gave up this calling. He sold one 
year for J. P. Brownloe, on commission, in Missouri. During the one winter that he followed 
this calling he made considerable money, his operations as a stockdealer and planter being 
also prosperous. Of the nine hundred and forty acres of which he is now the owner, he has 
five hundred acres under cultivation, and on this land is a fine artesian well one hundred and 
forty-five feet deep, which throws a, stream of water one and one-half inch in diameter. 
There are also good springs on the place. Mr. Ussery has just completed a dwelling house 
at a cost of $2,500 and a barn that will shelter forty head of mules, both of which buildings 


are among the best and finest in this part of the state. Formerly Mr. Ussery operated a saw 
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mill for twelve years, during which time he marketed all his valuable timber, a fact which he 
now regrets very much, although the money which he thus obtained was very much needed, 
for, a short time prior to this, he had lost by fire in Columbia about thirty-six bales of cotton, 
He now has on his plantation a steam cottongin, which has a capacity of about three hundred 
bales of cotton a year, about sixty of which he controls as the product of his own land. Mr. 
Ussery is also quite an extensive raiser of mules, but doesnot give as much attention to rais- 
ing horses as formerly, for he finds they are not as remunerative as the mules. He has four- 
teen mule colts, which were foaled in the spring of 1890-91, and sired by a wellbred jack of 
which he and his brother are the owners. About ISS1 he opened a mercantile establishment 
on his plantation. He earries a well-selected stock of general merchandise, which brings 
him in an annual sum of about 30,000. On account of his youth his service during the war 
was very slight, but he lent considerable aid in the way of collecting and driving stock for 
the use of the Confederate army. While our subject was_visiting in west Tennessee Hood 
invaded middle Tennessee. Mr. Ussery followed in his wake with a beef supply. He 
received for his services $3,000 per day in Confederate money. In October, 1879, he was 
united in marriage to Miss Jennie Nichols, a daughter of N. H. Nichols, a native of South 
Carolina, who was a well-to-do planter. This union resulted in the birth of two children: 
Mary Lenaand Osear Burdette. Mr. Ussery is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
but his wife is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian chutch. He is the postmaster of 
Cherokee, the oftice being in his store, but is not interested in politics and has never been an 
aspirant for office. 
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A GLANCE AT INDIVIDUAL RECORDS, V. 


N the commercial circles of Jackson county, Miss., is R. A. Vancleave, of Ocean 
Springs, who was born in Hinds county, Miss., June 9, 1840, and is ason of Jon- 
athan and Elizabeth (Rowland) Vancleave. The father was a native of Maury 

county, Tenn., born April 1, 1800. The mother, a sister of Dr. David Rowland, of Louis- 
ville, Ky., was born in Kentucky in 1805. They were married in Hinds county, Miss., in 
1837, having settled there in 1825, Their families are of English, French and Seotch-Irish 
descent. Jonathan Vancleave was a grand-nephew of Daniel Boone. He was a very pros- 
perous planter, and was well known among the merchants and farmers of the county. He 
died in 1886. By his first marriage he had a large family, all of whom are deceased. Four 
children were born of the second marriage, two of whom are living: Mellison R., and R. 
A., the subject of this sketch. He spent his early youth in Hinds county, where he attended 
the common schools. He finished his education in Yazoo City, whither his father had 
removed. He remained under the parental roof until be had reached lis majority, and then, 


in 1861, he enlisted in the Confederate service under General Price. He afterward joined 
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the First Mississippi light artillery, and was taken prisoner at the fall of Vicksburg. He 
was soon paroled and spent three years in active service. In 1867 he removed to Ocean 
Springs, and engaged in the mercantile trade. In 1872 he was appointed postimaster and 
held the office nearly ten years. This position was petitioned for by the citizens without his 
own personal solicitation. In 1885 he was appointed by President Cleveland special agent 
of the general land office of the United States, and assigned to duty in Mississippi, with 
headquarters at Ocean Springs. ‘he duties of this office were to protect the public timber 
lands. He held this office until ISS9, when he was removed by President Harrison, and the 
office was filled by a republican. Mr. Vancleave is one of the oldest merchants at Ocean 
Springs, having carried on the business there for twenty-four years. He now has two sons, 
George A. and Robert A., Jr., associated in business with him. He established a postoftice 
at Vancleave in 1868; this place was named in his honor, and is located twelve miles north- 
east of Ocean Springs. He was married in 1865 to Miss Eliza R., a daughter of William 
Sheppard, a pioneer merchant of Yazoo City, Miss. Mr. and Mrs. Vancleave are the parents 
of seven living children: Fannie, the wife of Walter H. Covington; George A., Robert 
A., Jr., William S., Richard 8., Sarah and June P. They have a beautiful residence, and are 
surrounded with all the comforts of life. Myr. Vancleave has a cousin in Chicago, James 
R. B. Vancleave, who is a prominent man throughout the state of Illinois; he is the 
present city clerk. 

Rey. J. H. Van Court was an early settler of the town of Natchez, Miss., coming from 
New Jersey about the year 1823, and for many years was a minister of the Presbyterian 
church and school teacher by profession. In disposition he was modest and retiring, but 
was earnest and indefatigable in his labors in the cause of the Master. His sincerity of pur- 
pose was manifested during the many years that he filled the position of clerk of the Presby- 
terian synod, and showed that he was a man of ability and popularity. He was married in 
this state to Mrs. Catherine (Smith) Swayzie, her father, Philander Smith, being a son of 
Rey. Jedediah Smith, who came to New Orleans from Massachusetts, with a family of ten 
sons. In the city of New Orleans, he was robbed of his library and much of his possessions 
by the Spaniards who were hostile to his religious views, and without them he started in an 
open boat up the Mississippi river to Natchez, this being in 1776, but owing to his advanced 
age, the exposures and hardships he was compelled to endure were too much for his 
strength and he sickened and died before he reached this place. Through his sons he has 
numerous descendants in this section, who are thrifty people, and who have been largely 
instrumental in developing and improving this section. Rev. J. H. Van Court turned his 
attention to planting, near Baton Rouge, La., after his marriage, but his latter years were 
devoted to teaching school. He died in this county, in 1867, his wife having been called to 
her long home in 1859; and their son, E. J. Van Court, was educated in Oakland college, 
from which he was graduated. He later turned his attention to the study of medicine and 
in 1853 graduated from the Medical university of Pennsylvania. He was married on May 5, 
1870, to Miss Adeline B. Mitchell; a native of Adams county, and a daughter of Philo 

Mitchell and Varina (Stanton) Mitcheil, both of whom are members of well-known families of 
this region. To Mr. Van Court and his wife four children have been born: Catherine S., 
Ki. J. Jr., Adeline Baker and David Benjamin Swayzie. The family are members of the 
Presbyterian church, and move in the hizhest social circles of Natchez. The paternal ances- 
tors of Mr. Van Court were of Holland descent, and originally came from the Island of Guern- 
sey to New Jersey, in 1710. EK. J. Van Court has in his possession a testament, printed in 
the French, which was given to an ancestor of his, nearly two hundred years ago, and has 


descended to him. 
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The town of Shuqualak is to be congratulated on her good hotels, among which, Central 
hotel, conducted by A. M. Van Devender, ranks prominent. To the traveler the name of 
Central hotel has about it the ring of a true and tried friend. The genial proprietor, Mr. 
Van Devender, was born in Kemper county, Miss., in 1844, and when but seventeen years of 
age he enlisted in the Confederate army, with Major Nunn of Shuqualak, Miss. (see sketch). 
He was in nearly all the engagements of the army of Tennessee and surrendered with Gen- 
eral Johnston in North Carolina. In 1867 he was married to Miss Magarah E. Kellis and 
became the father of nine children: Walter, Horatio, Willie, Addie, Carrie, Eugene, Lille 
J., Ruth and John J., ali living except the eldest. In 1883 Mr. Van Devender rented and 
opened to the public the Shuqualak East Side hotel at Shuqualak, Miss., and by rare man- 
agement became proprietor of this property, now known as the Central hotel. As a mana- 
ger of this enterprise he is a genuine success. Eight years ago he began the business with- 
out a dollar, under most unpropitious circumstances. To-day he is, by his energy, perse- 
verance and enterprise, an illustration of what may be done under adverse surroundings, 
with will power and industry for capital. Mr. Van Devender is in the highest degree a rep- 
resentative man of his vocation and therefore entitled to recognition in these pages. He has 
a son in the employ of the Western Union at Atlanta, Ga., who stands among the best of his 
profession. A daughter graduated at Shuqualak in the class of 1891. © Mr. Van Devender 
was the son of Jacob and Elizabeth J. (Pace) Van Devender, the father born in Virginia in 
1809, and the mother of Tennessee. Jacob Van Deveuder removed to Alabama in 1829, or 
1830, and later to Noxubee county, Miss. There he was married in 1841. 

It is truly said that a man can never be too wise or too learned to be a lawyer, for sooner 
or later, in the practice of his profession, bis first and last resources will be called into action. 
Owing to this fact the profession of law has attracted the best talent of the country, and has 
brought into play the most brilliant talents, the most extensive knowledge and the strongest 
sentiments, moral, spiritual and material, of which humanity can boast. An instance of this 
is seen in Hon. H. S. Van Eaton who stands high with the bar in the state of Mississippi. 
He was born in the Buckeye state in 1826, being the eldest in a family of six children, but 
at the age of six years was taken by his parents to Morgan county, Il., and was brought up 
ona farm near Jacksonville. He attended the common and subscription schools until he 
attained the age of sixteen years, at which time he entered the preparatory department of 
Hlinois college at Jacksonville, and six years later graduated with honors in a class of seven. 
At this time the South possessed great attractions for him and here he determined to cast his 
lot. He soon came to Mississippi and near the town of Woodville became an instructor in a 
common school, which position he retained to the general satisfaction of the patrons of the 
institution, for five years. During this time he formed a taste for the study of law, and began 
laying a solid foundation for his present enviable legal reputation. After reading law with 
Judge Stanhope Posey, the then cirenit judge of the district, he was admitted to the Mis- 
sissippi bar, this being in the year 1854. He at once opened an oflice in Woodville where, 
four years later, he formed a partnership with John P. Dillingham, a native of Maine and a 
man of no little legal ability. Their connection was very amicable and mutually satisfactory 
and lasted until the opening of the Civil war, at which time, as he had fully indentitied him- 
self with the South, and admired and loved her people and institutions, he cast bis lot with 
the Confederacy, becoming a private soldier incompany K, Sixteenth Mississippi regiment. 
He served with credit and distinction in the engagements at Winchester, Cross Keys, Mal- 
vern Hill, the seven days’ fight before Richmond, and Fredericksburg, the second battle of 
Manassas, where he received a flesh wound from a piece of broken shell, and one contusion 
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wound by grape shot. In February, after the battle of Fredericksburg, he was promoted to 
the rank of captain and was transferred to the commissary department. He was as such in 
the campaigns at Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, and later was transferred from the army 
of northern Virginia to the western division under the commend of Gen. Joseph Johnston, 
and was assigned to duty as post commissary at Mt. Carmel, Miss., where he remained until 
the surrender. Prior to the war, in 1854, he was elected mayor of Woodville, was chosen 
state’s attorney three years later, and in 1859 was elected to the state legislature. In the last 
named year he was united in marriage to Miss Anna Blount. who was born in Louisiana, 
May 21, 1838, her native parish being West Feliciana. She received her education in St. 
Mary’s hall, Burlington, N. J., and upon graduating was considered one of the most brilliant 
and accomplished young ladies that ever left that institution. She was especially gifted in 
art and music and has al] her life been a lover of good literature, and is considered an 
acquisition to any society. She moves in the highest social circles, and her manner is at all 
times characterized by grace, ease and dignity. Her father, Levi Blount, was born in North 
Carolina, but after leaving his native county of Beaufort, he took up his residence in Louis- 
jana, where he became a wealthy planter. He traced his ancestry back to the time of Charles 
I, of England, through the following men: Nathaniel Blount, an Episcopal minister of 
prominence who was ordained in St. Paul’s church, London, England, in 1772-3; Reading 
Blount, Thomas Blount of Choeminity, N. C., Thomas Blount of England, and Sir Walter 
Blount, who was created baronet by Charles I on October 5, 1642. About 1669 three of 
Sir Walter Blount’s sons emigrated to America, one settling in Virginia, where he became 
the head of along line of descendants, but the other two, James and Thomas crossed over 
into North Carolina, and settled in the country bordering upon Albemarle sound, Thomas 
becoming the father of a large family that he reared at Choeminity. One of his sons, Col. 
Jacob Blount, became the father of William Blount, who was an able officer in the Contin- 
ental army during the Revolution, and was a member of the Continental congress and a 
member of the convention that framed the constitution for the United States. He afterward 
became governor of the territory south of the Ohio river, and was a senator in congress from 
1783 to 1797, from the state of Tennessee. Willie Blount, his younger brother, who was his 
private and official secretary while senator, and who succeeded him in the administration of 
the duties of governor of Tennessee, (which position he filled for many years), were cousins 
of Levi Blount, the father of Mrs. Van Eaton. The latter’s mother was a native of Boston, 
Mass., and lived to be eighty-three years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Blount were active members 
of the Episcopal church, and will long be remembered for their many generous, charitable and 
kindly deeds. Rev. Nathaniel Blount became distinguished as a divine and was the founder 
and builder of the church in Washington, N. C., which still stands as a memento of his labor, 
and is still known as Parson Blount’s church. In 1SS80 Mr. Van Baton was appointed to the 
office of chancellor of the district by Governor Stone, and in 1883, while on the bench, was 
nominated and elected to the XLVIIIth congress of the United States, and was afterward 
returned to the XLIXth congress, which position he filled with credit to himself and his 
constituents. 

He has advanced the interests of the section where he has so long made his home by every- 
means in his power, and has been an earnest champion of all measures for the improv- 
ing of his state. He was a strong advocate of the Morrison tariff bill, and all measures 
tending to political reform, and his reasons for his convictions are alway clear and well 
defined. During the campaign of 1889, when the question was asked, *‘Whom shall we 
have for governor of Mississippi??? Major Van Eaton's name was frequently heard men- 
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tioned as an admirable man for that responsible position of trust, but he steadily refused 
to allow his name to go before the convention as a candidate. While he was grateful to his 
many friends and for the flattering remarks made of him in the journals of the state, and 
particularly the delta and southwestern portions, he thought it better to live in retirement 
from public life for atime. While chancellor of the tenth district he was considered a con- 
scientious and impartial judge, and soon won encomiumns from all for the correctness of his 
decisions. He was one of the directors of the West Feliciana railroad, as well as their 
attorney for upward of twenty years, before it fell into the hands of the present owners. In 
connection with his practice much of his attention is devoted to planting. Heisa member 
of Woodville lodge No. 63, of the A. F. & A. M.; the K. of H. and the I. O. O. F., and has 
held various chairs in each order. He has been high priest of the chapter, worshipful master of 
his Masonic lodge and grand master of the state in the L. O. O. Fk. He has avery valuable 
souvenir, which was presented to him by the two lodges of Woodville, as a token of their 
esteem, which he values very highly. He has always been a warm patron of education, and 
was elected one of the trustees and treasurer of the board of the McGehee Female college. 
From 1853 until 1856 he edited the Woodville Republican, and being an able writer, as 
well as an eloquent and forcible speaker, his editorials on the current topics of the times 
were read with much interest and profit. He was appointed by President Cleveland as 
one of the board of visitors to the naval academy at Annapolis, in 1887, and was appointed 
by him, in 1888, as one of the commissioners to view the completed portion of the North- 
ern Pacific railroad. Mrs. Van Eaton accompanied her husband on this trip, joining 
the party at the Palmer house, Chicago, and went by special ear to and from the Pacitic 
coast. Mr. and Mrs. Van Eaton are worthy members of St. Paul’s Episcopal ecburch, 
in which Mr. Van Kiaton is & vestryman. He and his amiable wife are highly esteemed 
in social circles, and in their beautiful and attractive home, where good taste and refine- 
ment prevails, they dispense the generous and trae-hearted lospitality for which the 
South is famous. 

Mrs. Thirmutheus H. Van Eaton is an accomplished and refined lady, and is a member 
of one of the leading families of Coahoma county. She was born in Colbert county, Ala., 
March 1, 1858, being the youngest of seven children born to Asa and Adaline (Ligor) Cobb, 
natives of Tennessee and Alabama, respectively. Asa Cobb came to Coahoma county, Miss., 
in 1858; was one of the first settlers of the county, and became one of its most influential 
citizens. He was for a number of years a member of the board of supervisors, and was a 
large slave and landowner before the war. He did not take an active part in the strug- 
gle between the North and South, but his eldest son Thomas was an active participant, was 
a member of a scouting company, and once distinguished himself by routing an entire 
company of Union soldiers who were intent on his capture, and were about to overtake him. 
He turned suddenly and began firing into them, shouting, come on boys, and they, thinking 
doubtless, that he had led them into the ranks of his own company, beat a precipitate retreat, 
and he then made his way to his company. The maternal grandparents were James and 
Mary (Ganneway) Ligon, of Alabama, the former of whom was one of the most prominent 
citizens of Colbert county, Ala., and held the office of sheriff of that county for twenty 
years, in the discharge of which duties he distinguished himself as a brave, tried and true 
custodian of the publie’s interest. Mrs. Van Katon was reared in Coahoma county, Miss., 
and was educated at Pontotoc. In 1874 she was married to Frank RK. Van Eaton, a native 
of Alabama, and the youngest of three children born to Dr. Isaac and Sarah E. (Martin) 
Van Katon, the former a native of North Carolina, and the latter of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
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Isaac Van Eaton came to Mississippi in 1872, aud located in Coahoma county, where he prac- 
ticed medicine, having graduated from the Ohio Medical college of Cincinnati. He arose 
to eminence in his profession, but died three years after locating in this section. Frank KR. 
Van Eaton came to this state in 1870, having received his education in the schools of 
Lebanon, Ohio, and graduating from the same medical institution as his father. They 
practiced together in Mississippi, until the father’s death, after which Frank R._ prac- 
ticed alone, and also followed the occupation of planting, until he was called from life in 
1891, at the age of forty-two years, his birth having occurred on the 31st of July, 1848. He 
was a cousin of Judge Henry Van Eaton, of Greenville. His maternal grandfather's real 
name was Emanuel Suezza, but when a lad of nine years he was stolen from his home 
by a crew of Englishmen, who brought him-to America, landing at New York, where he 
managed to escape from them and found refuge with a man by thename of John Martin, 
whose name he afterward adopted. At the age of twenty-eight years he went to Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, where he married and lived for some time. Mrs. Van Eaton’s union resulted 
in the birth of three children: Lula Lake, Isaac Hampton, and Addie Cobb, all of whom 
reside with their mother. Mrs. Van Eaton is the owner of eighteen hundred acres of 
land, seven hundred of which are under cultivation, and in the management of her prop- 
erty has shown herself to be shrewd and practical. She is an earnest member of the 
Baptist church, and is a talented and handsome woman. 

Thomas H. B. Van Hoozer. Torrance, Miss., is one of the oldest settlers of Yalobusha 
county, and is fully entitled to a space in this record of the pioneers of Mississippi. He was 
born in Limestone county, Ala., in 1842, and is a son of John and Elizabeth (Powell) Van 
Hoozer, natives of Tennessee and Alabama, respectively. Mrs. Van Hoozer was a relative 
of the Burneys, of Oxford, Miss. She and ber husband emigrated from Alabama to Missis- 
sippi in 1845, making the journey by wagons; they settled in the neighborhood of Torrance, 
and two years later purchased land near the same place. The father diod in January, 
1869, aged fifty-nine years; the mother died December 11, 1865, at the age of fifty-seven 
‘years. Ten children were born of this marriage, all of whom lived to maturity: Robert S., 
a farmer, lives in Water Valley, Miss.; Ira L., lives west of Coldwater, Miss.; he is a 
farmer; Mattie is the wife of John Gillon, and resides near Torrance; Thomas H. B. is next 
in order; Tabitha E., is the wife of Daniel G. Anthony, and resides with the subject of this 
sketch; Elizabeth is the wife of Frank M. Spears, and lives in Grenada county; Rosa married 
O. P. Farrell, and lives in Yalobusha county; John B. is a farmer near Torrance; Agnes, 
married Charles Farrell, and lives in Grenada county; Mary, the eldest child, married G. W. 
Williams; both are deceased, leaving eight children. Our subject was reared in Yalobusha 
county, Miss., within six miles of the place on which he is now living. His educational adyan- 
tages were somewhat limited, but he acquired sufficient information to meet the demands of 
ordinary business life. He remained under the paternal roof until the beginning of the 
war when he enlisted in the Fifteenth Mississippi volunteer infantry. He was wounded in 
the battle of Franklin, Tenn., and at New Hope, Ga.; at the former place he was captured, 
and was held prisoner until June, 1865. He was with Hood on his campaign from Georgia 
to Tennessee; he was taken to Nashville, Tenn., in December, 1864, and, as before stated, was 
not released until June, 1865. He resumed farming as soon as he was recovered from his 
wounds, which he continued until March, 1873, when he located in Torrance, and embarked 
in the general mercantile trade; at one time he was postmaster, and be has not wholly relin- 
quished his agricultural pursuits. Mr. Van Hoozer was married in 1568, to Miss Olivia 
Horton, a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of Robert Horton, one of the very earliest 
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settlers of this county; he assisted in the building of the first courthouse in the county. He 
married Louisa Ridley, and to them were born thirteen children, nine of whom lived to ma- 
turity. He died at the age of seventy-six years, and Mrs. Horton lived to be seventy-two 
years old. Mr. and Mrs. Van Hoozer have had born to them eight children, four of whom 
have died; those living are: Willie, Mamie, Alama and Ethel; Louisa, Thomas, Vincent and 
Benton are dead; the last named was burned to death at the age of two years. Mrs. Van 
Hoozer was educated at Grenada, Miss., and she is a member of the Baptist church. Mr. 
Van Hoozer is a member of the Masonic lodge at Coffeeville No. 83. Heis a man of deep 
integrity of character, and holds a place in the esteem of his fellow-citizens of which any one 
might well be proud. 

John O. Vann, who has for many years been identified with the commercial and agri- 
cultural interests of Yalobusha county, will next claim the attention of the reader. He was 
born in Gates county, N. C., April 28, 1828, and is a son of Harrison and Julia Ann (Field) 
Vann, also natives of North Carolina. The father was born in 1790, and was,he son of John 
Vann who immigrated to this country, from England, with his father, and settled in North 
Carolina, where he engaged in farming. He lived to be an old man, and reared a family of 
three sons and one daughter. Harrison, the father of Jobn O., passed his youth on a farm, 
aud in later years was occupied with house carpentering. He came to Mississippi in 1870, 
and died in January, 1871. His wife was born in 1800, and died in the state of Mississippi 
in the spring of 1870, before the arrival of her husband there. She was the daughter of 
Mills R. Field, a well-known citizen of Gates county, N. C. He was a man of fine educa- 
tion, and much more than ordinary ability. He lived to be more than seventy-five years of 
age and reared a family of four sons and onedaughter. John O. Vann has now in his pos- 
session the first dollar ever owned by Mills R. Field, and it is about one hundred and twenty- 
five years old. Harrison Vann and wife had born to them eleven children; one died in 
infancy, and the others lived to maturity. Jobn O. is the youngest of the family, and grew 
to manhood in Gates county, N. C. He had but few opportunities for acquiring an educa- 
tion, as his parents were in moderate circumstances. At the age of twenty years he bade 
farewell to his home and friends and came overland to the state of Mississippi. He traveled 
with a man and family who were looking for a new home. At first he worked at anything 
that offered until 1850, when he went to Oxford and worked at his trade. The following year 
he spent in school at Mount Vernon, and June 3, 1852, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Ellen Spearman, a daughter of Robert Spearman, a native of South Carolina. Mrs. Vann 
was born in 1817, February 19, and came with her parents to Mississippi, in 1$42. She died 
September 20, 1885, leaving two children: John E. of the enterprising firm of Vann & Beadles, 
dealers in general merchandise, and Julia Ann, wife of W. D. York, a resident of Yalobusha 
county. The mother of these children was an earnest Christian, and a consistent member of 
the Baptist church. Mr. Vann was married a second time to Mrs. S. A. York. She was 
born in the state of Alabama in 1828, and is a daughter of Robert Perkins, who emigrated 
from Virginia to Alabama when a young man; there he married Elizabeth Hooper, a native 
of Georgia, and they came to Mississippi in 1848, and settled near Coffeeville. They had 
ten children, all of whom lived to be grown. Mrs. Vann was the second child, and she was 
first married to Daniel York, a native of Tennessee. He was born in 1810 and died in 1870 
leaving a family of eight children: William, Lucy, John, Sally, Elisha are still living; those 
deceased are Lizzie. Harriet and James. Mr. and Mrs. Vann are both members of the Bap- 
tist church. Mr. Vann enlisted in the regiment of Colonel Gordon, participated in man) 
engagements, was taken prisoner at Selma, Ala.; sent to a place near Atlanta, and finally 
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paroled, after which he returned to his home. He is now one of the largest planters of the 
county. In 1SSO he embarked in the general mercantile trade at Coffeeville, and has since 
turned that business over to his son, J. E. Vann. He owns twenty-three hundred acres of 
land, one thousand of which are under good cultivation. He is a man of excellent business 
qualifications, and has made a success of life from every standpoint. Politically he affiliates 
with the democratic party. Mrs. Vann has a farm of eight hundred acres in her own name. 
This is also in a high state of cultivation. 

Samuel T. Van Norman. The family of Van Norman is originally from Holland, and 
the first member of the family of whom much is known is Aaron Van Norman, who was 
born in the state of New York. At an early day he became a resident of Indiana, and from 
that state came to Mississippi in the year 1831, and became a resident of Amite county. 
He served his country in the War of 1812, and made a faithful and efficient soldier. Hiram 
Van Norman, his son and father of the immediate subject of this sketch, was also born in 
New York, ang] during his father’s different changes of residence he removed from place to 
place with him, but attained lis manhood in the state of Indiana, where he was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Waldon, daughter of Moses Waldon. Mrs. Van Norman was reared in 
Kentucky, but soon after her marriage she and her husband came to Mississippi and 
engaged in planting and milling a few miles west of Liberty. Mr. Van Norman afterward 
moved to the town and established a tan yard and soon built up an extensive trade and a 
lucrative business. He continued this calling up to the breaking out of the late war. He 
was an honorable and useful member of society, was a man whose views of life were worthy 
and to his credit, and every enterprise in which he took an interest, was practically benefited 
by his notice. His brother, William Van Norman, was quite a prominent politician of Amite 
county, which lhe represented in both houses of the state legislature. He afterward took 
up his residence in the Lone Star state and there was called from life. 5S. T. Van Norman, 
whose name stands at the head of this biography, is the youngest son of a family of four 
sons and four daughters, and in Liberty, Miss., he first saw the light of day, September 6, 
1837. He received but limited educational advantages in this county, but in 1858, with a 
determination to change this state of affairs, he went to Missouri and for one year attended 
school in Chillicothe, where he improved rapidly in his studies. In his early youth he had 
learned the harness-maker’s trade but abandoned that business for a few years to engage in 
planting, after which he returned to his native town and for a short time previous to the war 
was engaged in merchandising. The coming clash of arms caused him to cast every personal 
consideration aside, and with the enthusiasm of youth he, in September, 1861, enlisted in 
the Seventh Mississippi infantry, company C, and until the close of the war served the 
cause he espoused with that intrepidity, courage and fidelity for which the Southern soldier 
was famous. He was in the bloody and disastrous battle of Shiloh; at Murfreesboro, in the 
engagements around Atlanta, at Jonesboro; the two day’s fight at Nashville, also taking an 
active part in many engagements of less importance. He served on detached duty for over 
one year, and surrendered with his regiment at Greenville, N. C., after which he returned to 
Amite county and settled down tothe peaceful pursuit of planting on the plantation where 
he now resides. He has devoted his time and energies to this calling and asa reward for 
the indomitable industry, push and enterprise he has always displayed, he isthe owner of seven 
hundred acres of valuable land adjoining the town of Gloster, which was laid out on his land, 
and here he sold quite a number of acres to advantage for town purposes. He has used his 
influence to build up the town and advance the interests of the place, and as the town of 
Gloster is a thriving and prosperous place, he may be said to have succeeded. Mr. Van Nor 
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man is a man of good business habits and at all times manifests an enterprising spirit and 
a deep interest in the welfare of the county. He has always upheld the principles of 
democracy but has never been an aspirant for office. He has shown his approval of secret 
organizations by becoming a member of the Masonic fraternity, and has been much inter- 
ested in the workings of this order. Inthe month of January, 1861, he was married to Miss 
Naomi, daughter of G. B. McLain, one of the early and prominent farmers of Mississippi, 
and in time a family of eleven children gathered about their board, their names being as 
follows: Leila, Amanda, Albert, Florence, wife of J. B. Cason; Bessie, Robert, Jennie, 
Samuel], Curtis, Anna and Myrtle. Leila, the eldest daughter, married W. T. Caston. In 
the Baptist church of Gloster, of which Mr. Van Norman has long been a member, he holds 
the positions of deacon, church-clerk and treasurer. In the various affairs of the county Mr. 
Van Norman exerts an influence which all feel, and as his friends are numerous, this speaks 
in an admirable manner of his many worthy qualities of mind and heart. 

John H. Vauslyke, an enterprising and wideawake merchant of Ellisville, Miss., was born 
at Raleigh, Smith county, Miss., February 19, 1855. His parents were Jesse and Mary E. 
(Connerly) Vanslyke, natives of New York and South Carolina, respectively. They came to 
Mississippi at an early day,and were married in Smith county, and there passed the remainder 
of their lives. They became the parents of three children: Margaret E.; Morgan, and John 
H. Of these, John H., our subject, was the eldest. He attended the home district schools 
in his county, and by diligent study and close application to his books, he aequired a 
thorough, practical education, which he supplemented by a course at Johnson’s Commercial 
academy. In 1877 he secured employment as a salesman in the store of John F. Cham- 
penois, of Shubuta, Miss., with whom he remained in this capacity until the Ist of March, 
1883, at which time he became a partner with his employer and removed to Ellisville, open- 
ing a store at that place. In February, 1885, he purchased the interest of Mr. Champenois, 
and has since conducted the business and is sole proprietor. He bas gained an extensive trade, 
and in connection with the mercantile business is largely engaged in planting and stock- 
raising. He owns two thousand five hundred acres of land, which is very valuable. He was 
married at Shubuta, March 4, 1882, to Lulu E., the daughter of John and Fannie R. 
(Copeland) Champenois, who was born in Shubuta, May 12, 1864. Mr. Vanslyke is a 
member of the Masonic order, and he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church Sonth. Our subject is an enterprising citizen, of good principles, and has been 
successful in every enterprise which he has taken in hand. He enjoys, to a marked degree, 
the respect of his fellow citizens, and as a merchant and man of affairs, he has the confidence 
of all classes with whom he comes in contact. 

In the front ranks of Carroll county’s professional men is Dr. George W. Vasser, 
physician and surgeon, Carrollton, Miss., whose career will be briefly outlined iu the fol- 
lowing page. He was born in Halifax county, Va., April 4, 1826, and is a son of Hlijah H. 
Vasser, also a native of Virginia. The father of Elijah H. Vasser was a Virginian by birth, 
and of English descent. The Vassers are among the F. F. V.’s of Virginia. Elijah H. 
Vasser married in Halifax county, Va., Mary H. Womack, a native of that state and county, 
and a daughter of Capt. William Womack. He removed to Alabama about the year 1835, 
and located at Athens, where he resided five years, and thea went to Monroe county, Miss., 
settling near the present site of Egypt station; his death occurred there in IS47. George 
W. Vasser passed his youth in Mississippi and Alabama, receiving his education at a private 
seminary in Athens, Ala. After completing his literary studies he began to study medicine 
in Monroe county, Miss. He took his first course of lectures at the University of Pennsyl- 
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vania, and was graduated from this renowned institution of learning in 1848. He then 
returned to Monroe county, Miss., and entered upon his professional career. In 1854 he 
removed to Carroll county, continuing his practice. Since 1861 he has beeu a resident of 
Carrollton. He is a skillful, conscientious physician, and has won a large patronage. He 
is a student to this day, never having abandoned the attitude of seeking information and 
advanced opinions, which he occupied in the beginning of his professional studies. He is 
a member of the State Medical society, where his skill and experience render his attendance 
of great benefit to younger members. He fills the office of health officer of Carroll county. 
_Dr. Vasser was united in the holy bonds of matrimony, in Monroe county, Miss., in 1851, 
to Miss Eliza Roseborough, a native of South Carolina, but a Mississippian by adoption. 
One child, a daughter, Ella, has been born to the Doctor and his wife; she is the wife of the 
Hon. T. H. Somerville, of Winona, Miss. In his fraternal relations, our subject is identified 
with the Masonic order, being a Royal Arch Mason. He is past master, and has represented 
his lodge at the grand lodge of Mississippi on several different occasions. 

Dr. B. A. Vaughan’s name has become almost a household word in Columbus, Miss., 
for he has been an active medical practitioner of that city since 1854, his many estimable 
qualities of heart and head drawing around him many warm friends and an extended medi. 
cal practice. He was born at Scotland Neck, N. C., September 18, 1829, to George W. and 
Felicia (Norfleet) Vaughan, who belonged to prominent families of Virginia and North 
Carolina. They were of Scotch-English descent. His father was a soldier in the War of 
1812 as a surgeon, and lost a thumb and finger in the service, the same ball pene- 
trating his hip and causing a severe wound, from which he suffered all his life. In early 
manhood he emigrated to North Carolina where he practiced his profession until his death. 
He was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania. To this union three children were 
born, of whom Dr. B. A. Vaughan is the only survivor. Dr. Vaughan’s general education 
was received in Columbus, Miss., at the Franklin academy. He attended medical lectures 
at the University of Virginia and the Jefferson Medical college of Philadelphia, Penn., from 
which he graduated in 1854. Although practicing in every branch of his profession he 
makes a specialty of gynecology. He is a member of the American Medical association, the 
State Medical society of Mississippi and the Lowndes County Medical association, of which he 
was president in 1874-5, and is at present secretary and treasurer of a similar society. He 
was president of the State Medical society in 1877-8, and in 1876-7 was secretary of the 
section of practice of medicine and materia medica, of the American Medical association. 
He has written articles on the following subjects: Air asa physician; Water as a disease pro- 
ducing agent; Chemical thermometry; Quinine, its therapeutic characteristics (on which he 
has written a second paper); Uterine colic and improvement in the treatment of uterine dis- 
eases; Antagonism of remedies; Amblyopia caused by quinine, and other articles that have 
been widely read by physicians throughout this country. He was the principal of Franklin 
academy at Columbus, before he was grown, and has been alderman of the city. He held the 
position of chairman of the district executive committee (in 1873), and was a member of the 
same committee for Lowndes county in 1875-6, and was president of the board of school 
trustees of the city of Columbus. During the war he was surgeon of the Fourteenth 
Mississippi regiment, post surgeon at Macon and Lauderdale, Miss., surgeon in chief of 
the hospitals of Macon and Lauderdale Springs, and surgeon in charge of the camp of 
paroled and exchanged prisoners at Jackson, Miss. He was also chief surgeon of the Blind 
Asylum hospital at Jackson, Miss. Was surgeon for the state of Mississippi at Atlanta, 
Ga., and was medical director of the state of Mississippi at close of the Civil war. A 
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volunteer company was organized at Columbus, August 11, 1837. This company served 
during the late war and is still in existence, being a company of the Second regiment, 
First brigade of national guards. The Doctor has been a member of this company for some 
forty-four years. He is chief health ofticer of Lowndes county, and is assistant surgeon 
general of the First brigade of national guards. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity 
and is a past master, past high priest, past commander and past grand commander of 
Knights Templar, Mississippi; and is a thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He also 
belongs to the U. 8. B. fraternity. the K. of H., and is the president of the Tombigbee 
Railroad company. He was married, in 1853, to Miss M. Wade, a daughter of P. B. Wade, 
of Columbus, Miss., by whom he has one child, Jeannie. Doctor Vaughan is pursuing the 
practice of medicine among a people who have known his childhood, his boyhood and his 
professional life. He has lived in Columbus, Miss., since 1837. 

Henry B. Vaughan, planter and stockraiser of Commencement plantation, near Kings- 
ton, was born here in 1849, and is the younger of two children born to his parents, Charles 
N. and Ann Eliza (Farrar) Vaughan, the former born in Southampton county, Va., in 1818, 
and the latter born in Kingston vicinity in 1827. The erandfather, John Vaughan, was a 
native Virginian, and a planter by occupation. Charles N. Vaughan was educated at Char- 
lottesville and the University of Virginia, being there at the time of the Turner insurrection, 
in which several members of the family were killed. The parents had died previous to this. 
Mr. Vaughan left college and joined the troops for the Mexican war, but at Vicksburg they 
were disbanded, and he, after stopping at various places in the state, finally came to Adams 
county, Miss., where he married about 1$44. He settled in the Kingston vicinity, and there 
he carried on planting very successfully, until his death, in November, 1862. He was a mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, and a man of wonderful energy, very industrious habits, and 
one who stood well in the community in which he resided. Mrs. Vaughan died in Septem- 
ber, 1889. After the death of Mr. Vaughan she had married Capt. George C. Comstock, 
deceased. To her first marriage were born two children, a son and a daughter, the latter, 
Ann Eliza, dying at the age of fifteen years. The son, our subject, was educated in the home 
schools at Kingston, and also attended school at Natelez for some time. At the age of fif- 
teen years he joined company C, Fourth Mississippi cavalry, and operated with General For- 
rest in many severe engagements, being frequently sent on hght duty, on account of his 
youth. Hesurrendered at Gainesville, Ala., at the close of war, and in 1866 went to Europe, 
where he spent a year or two in I'rance and England. After returning to the United States 
he passed a year in Bryant & Stratton’s Commercial college in New Orleans, and subse- 
quently spent three years, or until 1871, engaged in merchandising. He then went to Clin- 
ton, La., where his mother was living, and resided there for twelve years. ‘Ten years of the 
time he and his stepfather operated the Clinton & Port Hudson railroad, in which they had 
a controlling interest. Since that time he has resided on his estate, near Kingston, one of 
the finest upland plantations in Adams county. This magnificent plantation is well improved, 
and everything about the place indicates the presence of a thrifty and practical owner. He 
has one thonsand three hundred acres in Commencement plantation, and one thousand acres 
in another tract, all the result of his own exertions, having started with nothing. In look- 
ing after the interests of his large plantation he does not lose sight of the stock industry, 
improving his cattle with the Holstein breed. He married Miss Bettie A. Slaughter, a native 
of East Baton Rouge parish, Louisiana, and the daughter of William and Elizabeth 
Slaughter, natives of Bowling Green, Ky., and Hast Baton Rouge parish, La., respectively. 


When a boy Mr. Slaughter went with his parents to Louisiana, and there he married, and 
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spent the remainder of his days near Port Hudson, as a wealthy planter and merchant. He 
was a practical business man and was conservative and liberal in all bis views. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Vaughan have been born three interesting children. In 1886-7 Mr. Vaughan served 
as a member of the board of supervisors of Adams county. He has shown his apprecia- 
tion of secret organizations by joining the Knights of Pythias, American Legion of Honor, 
the I. O. O. F. and the A. F. & A. M., all at Clinton, La. He has been through the chair 
in the I. O. O. F., and has held various offices in the Knights of Pythias organization. Mrs. 
Vaughan has been a member of the Presbyterian church from youth. 

James Vaughan has been a resident of Yazoo county, Miss., since his birth in 1S42, 
and is the seventh of a family of twelve children. His parents Henry and Emma (Reese) 
Vaughan, were natives of South Carolina, but emigrated to Mississippi in 1832, and settled 
on the plantation now occupied by the subject of this notice; there they spent the balance 
of their days; the father died in 1870, at the age of seventy years, and the mother passed 
away ten years later, at the age of three-score and ten years. Nine of their twelve children 
grew to maturity, and three of them are still living: Mrs. Mary 8. Guion, Mrs. Margaret 
Moore, deceased; Betsey, who died in infancy; Dr. Henry Vaughan, deceased; John A., who 
died in childhood; Charles B., who was killed in the siege of Vicksburg; H. R. captain of 
company B, Kighteenth Mississippi volunteer infantry, who fell at Gettysbug; James; Mrs. 
Alice Burroughs of Yazoo county: Emma, deceased at the age of fourteen years; Frank, who 
died at the age of twenty-six years, and William R., who died at twenty-one years of age. 
James Vaughan grew to manhood in this county, and received a good education. He was a 
member of the sophomore class of Oxford university at the time the Civil war broke out, and 
left the schoolroom for the field of battle. He enlisted in company B, Highteenth Missis- 
sippi volunteer infantry, and for one year served as sergeant; he then joined Wirt Adams’ 
cavalry, and served until the end of the conflict. He participated in the first battle of 
Manassas, in the siege of Vicksburg, aud many skirmishes both in Mississippi aud Alabama. 
After the declaration of peace he returned to his home, and resumed his farming. The 
plantation consists of fourteen hundred and forty acres, one thousand of which are under 
excellent cultivation; cotton and corn are the principal crops, but Mr. Vaughan is planning 
to devote more of his time to the raising of livestock with a view to improving the breeds of 
the county. He was married in 1867 to Miss Mary EK. Anderson, a daughter of Jobn W. and 
Adaline (Newell) Anderson, who were early settlers of Yazoo county. By this union nine 
children have been born, seven of whom are living: Emma, wife of H. F. Russell of 
Washington county, Miss.; John A., Samuel. H. Y., Mary, James and Charles. Mr. 
Vaughan is a member of the P. B. Tutt lodge No. A. F. & A. M., and is also a Knight 
of Honor. He takes an active part in local politics, but is not an officeseeker. He and his 
wife are members of Bowman’s chapel of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which they are 
liberal contributors. They have been foremost in all movements calculated to benefit the 





community in which they live, and are numbered among the leading familes of the county. 
James Alexander Ventress was born in Robertson county, about twenty-five miles from 
Clarksville, Tenn., in 1805, and was the youngest son and second of the children of Lovick 
Ventress, who settled in that state in 1796. His paternal grandfather came from England 
about 1760, and settled first near Norfolk, Va., where several of bis children were born, 
and removed thence to North Carolina. His mother, Elizabeth Stewart, was of the 
Stewarts of Scotland, of noble lineage. While James A. Ventress was yet a small boy (in 
1809), his parents accompanied his uncle, Duncan Stewart, afterward lieutenant-governor, 
and other members of the family, to the territory of Mississippi, settling in what was 
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known as the Mount Pleasant neighborhood, near what is now Centerville, Wilkinson 
county. After his removal to Mississippi, Lovick Ventress bought a plantation and engaged 
in planting, but, his health soon failing, be returned to Tennessee, where he died in the 
prime of life. His worthy widow survived him many years, and died in Wilkinson county, 
having been a faithful and affectionate mother and a worthy friend, guide and counselor 
to her fatherless children. Their eldest son, William C. 5S. Ventress, moved to Louisiana, 
and served his parish in the legislature of that state. He became a wealthy planter, his 
sugar plantations being very extensive and profitable. He lived to a ripe old age, and, 
dying, left two daughters, both of whom still survive him. He had two sons in the Con- 
federate army, and one, James A. Ventress, attained the rank of major in that service. 
Eliza A. Ventress, the only daughter of Lovick and Elizabeth Ventress, became the wife of 
Major A. M. Feltus, who was a prominent planter, merchant and banker of Wilkinson county 
and was at one time quite wealthy. He was a native of New York, and he and his wife 
became the parents of a large family of children, four sons having been soldiers in the 
Confederate army. One, Abram M. Feltus, Jr., held the rank of lieutenant-colonel in 
the Sixteenth regiment of Mississippi volunteers, and on May 12, 1864, was killed at 
Spottsylvania Courthouse, Va. Another, P. Gassner Feltus, being the senior officer present, 
commanded and surrendered two regiments at Appomattox. Major and Mrs. Feltus were 
residents of Woodville. The former died at a good old age in 1861, and the latter in 
1889, aged eighty-two years. 

After attending the schools which then existed in the county, and an academy in New 
Orleans, the subject of this sketch took passage for Europe, where he spent nine years in the 
prosecution of his studies, and with marked success. At the University of Edinburgh he 
was a pupil of the celebrated John Wilson—Christopher North—author of Lights and 
Shadows of Scottish Life; Noctes Ambrosiane, ete., who wrote of him that he was ‘an 
assiduous and successful student,’’ and became so much impressed with his aptitude for 
philosophical studies that he urged him to remain and devote himself to that branch of 
learning, with a view of succeeding him in the chair of moral philosophy in that university. 
While a student in Scotland, he formed the acquaintance of Sir Walter Scott, and had the 
honor of being a guest at the banquet when Lord Meadowbank forced from that distin- 
guished writer a confession of the authorship of the Waverley novels. After leaving 
Scotland, he spent several years in Paris, a student at the Academie and a pupil of Jean 
Baptiste Say, the political economist, through whose kindness and influence he made the 
acquaintance of and was enabled to receive instructions in his studies from Jeremy Bentham, 
for whose philosophy he ever afterward entertained a high regard. While in Paris he was 
a frequent visitor at ua Grange,the home of La Fayette, whose friendship he gained, and to 
whom he was indebted for many courtesies. It was during his stay in Paris that the revo- 
lution of 1880 occurred, and, being an exceptionally fine ritle shot himself, he readily noted 
the inferiority of the French troops as marksmen. He often remarked, when speaking of 
that occasion, that the people who had ascended to the housetops for safety, were in more 
imminent danger that were those in the streets, at whom the muskets were aimed, and 
that a single company of Mississippi riflemen would have done more execution. During 
his stay in Paris Mr. Ventress had the distinguished honor of being elected by the Conseil 
d@’ Admistration, on account of his lumieres et zele, a collaborateur correspondent of the 
Revue des Deux Mondes. He was also a contributor to several of the Knelish and French 
scientific and literary magazines and had papers read before the Institute of Frauce, receiy- 
ing the commendation of the scientific lights of Europe. He also translated several 
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works and wrote several plays, which were highly praised. « After leaving Paris, 
he spent some time in Rome, and was a student for two years at the University of 
Berlin. Having already mastered the German language, he went there to continue the study 
of jurisprudence, carrying with him letters of introduction to Baron Humboldt. After his 
return from Europe, where he had devoted a large portion of his time to the study of juris- 
prudence, he prepared himself for admission to the bar, and received his license to practice 
law, in 1841, from that eminent jurist, Wm. L. Sharkey, then chief justice of the supreme 
court of Mississippi. Being in afiluent circumstances, however, he practiced but little, 
devoting himself instead to his planting interests, and his leisure to the study of general 
literature and the development of his taste for mechanics. His study and experiments 
resulted in numerous inventions, some of which he had patented, but it being a labor of 
love rather than of profit, he never attempted to make money out of them, though he per- 
mitted the use of some of them by manufacturers who were friendsof his. While a student in 
Berlin, he presented to and received the thanks of the patriot government of Poland, then 
at war, for an improvement on the cannon then in use, and for a substitute for the cuirass 
worn by the soldiers of that unfortunate country. During the Civil war he invented a pat- 
ent bullet, which he presented to the Confederate government. While he was an omnivorous 
reader, he devoted himself principally to works on science, politics and history, and the 
library he collected and bequeathed to his children is probably the finest, if not the largest 
collection of rare works iu the state. Endowed with a fine memory and unusal powers of 
ratiocination, he digested thoroughly and remembered accurately what he read. Mr. Ven- 
tress was a man of profound erudition, and throughont his useful and well-spent life he was 
a close and painstaking student. He was deeply interested in the political questions of his 
day, and his brilliant intellect, which was strengthened and enriched by the highest culture, 
was admirably displayed while in the arena of politics. He was prominent in the counsels 
ef his party, and no one’s opinion and advice in political matters was considered more 
weighty, or was more sought after than his. He was a fluent, eloquent and convincing 
speaker and writer, and during his public career he had an opportunity of displaying the 
originality and versatility of his genius. 

He became a presidential elector and state senator, was elected a member and had the 
additional honor of being chosen speaker of the house of representatives, at a time when it 
numbered among its members the brightest minds that have adorned the history of the state 
and nation. He was, at one time, also offered the nomination for governor. Stimulated by 
a laudable ambition to be useful in his day and generation, he was sometimes impatient of 
opposition, but invariably acted on principles which he believed to be founded on justice and 
truth, and from the defense of which he could never be swerved. This trait and a habit of 
expressing his opinions with the utmost freedom on all questions, regardless of consequences, 
doubtless, in a great measure, contributed to prevent the political preferment to which his 
eminent abilities entitled him. To the wiles of the politician he was a stranger. In public 
as well as in private life, he was a constant friend to education and to his exertions while in 
the legislature was probably due, more than to those of any other one man, the establish- 
ment of the University of Mississippi, at Oxford, of which institution he was a trustee from 
the time of its organization in 1844 until his death. In polities he wasa states’ rights democrat 
and Union man. While he believed and maintained that the constitution of the United 
States guaranteed the right of secession, he was very much opposed to the exercise of the 
right, believing it to be best that there should remain one country; best for the South and 
best for the North. As a member of the convention called by the legislature, in 1551, to take 
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measures for the redress of grievances, he labored earnestly for the preservation of the Union. 
While North, in 1860, he wrote an open letter to the mayor of Philadelphia, which was copied 
by the press throughout the country and pronounced by competent judges one of the most 
statesmanlike papers of the day. After the die had been cast, however, and his state had 
severed its connection with the Federal Union, true to his states’ rights principles, he gave 
his allegiance to her and the Confederate states of which she had become a member. In 
private life Mr. Ventress was known as a man of integrity, bigh sense of honor and great 
kindness of heart, one whose charities were as generous as they were unostentatious, and 
whose friendship was as unselfish as it was lasting; socially he was a delightful companion, 
being a most interesting and instructive conversationalist and raconteur. In 1848 he married 
Miss Charlotte Davis Pynchon, daughter of Hon. Stephen Pynchon, of Massachusetts. 
On the paternal side, she was a lineal descendant of Col. William Pynchon, who came to 
America in 1630, was a charter member, first treasurer and assistant governor of Massachusetts 
Bay colony; was author of several theological works and the founder of Springfield, which 
was named in honor of his home in Hngland; and of his son, John Pynchon, known as the 
worshipful major, commander of the troops of western Massachusetts in King Phillip’s war, 
associate justice of the supreme court of the colony; one of the commissioners appointed by 
the British government in 1664 to receive the surrender of New Amsterdam, N. Y., from 
the Dutch, and a member of the council of King James If. The ancestor of the Pynchon 
family came to England in 1066, with William the Conqueror, and received, among other re- 
turns for his services, a grant of manors at Thorpet, in Kirby, Lincolnshire. In 1167, Hugh 
Pincheun held seven knight’s fees in that county. The family drifted after several genera- 
tions to Northamptonshire and afterward to Essex. A grandson of one of them was Henry 
Chicheley, first privy councilor under King Henry VI.; archbishop of Canterbury from 1414 
to 1443; the founder of All Souls’ college, Oxford, and who built the western tower of Canter- 
bury cathedral at his own expense. The branch of the family that emigrated to America 
was descended from Nicholas Pynchon, high sheriff of London in 1533, whose son, John, 
married Jane, daughter of Sir Richard Empson. From them were descended the earls of 
Portland, Sir Edward Pynchon and William Pynchon, the emigrant. On the paternal side, 
Mrs. Ventress was also a lineal descendant of Rev. William Hubbard, the early historian of 
New England, and of Gov. George Wyllys, colonial governor of Connecticut and owner of 
the celebrated Charter oak. 

The mother of Mrs. Ventress was Miss Sarah Trask, daughter of Dr. Israel Trask, of 
Brimfield, Mass., a Revolutionary veteran and member of the Massachusetts constitutional 
convention. His wife was Miss Sarah Lawrence, daughter of Dr. James Lawrence, a 
descendant of Sir Robert Lawrence, of Ashton hall, Lancashire, England, who accompanied 
Richard Coeur de Lion to the Holy Land, and at the siege of Acre was the first to plant the 
banner of the cross on the battlements, for which he was knighted. Stephen Pynchon, the 
father of Mrs. Ventress, was a graduate of Yale college, receiving his diploma in 1789. He 
afterward studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1791, settling in Brimfield, of which 
place he was a citizen the balance of his life. In 1805 he was chosen a representative to 
the general court, and in 1819 was appointed by Goy. John Brooks chief justice of the court 
of sessions of Hampden county, Mass. He served his county for sixteen years in the state 
legislature, of which body he was a member at the time of his death in Boston, February 
0, 1823. He was a prominent Free Mason. The order was then a social and_ political 
power, and under its rites he was buried. He was a noble, worthy and generous man, and 


for his day was exceptionally well educated and intelligent. 
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After completing her education in Springfield, Mrs. Ventress, at that time a beautiful 
and accomplished young lady, came to Mississippi with a cousin to make her home with her 
uncle, Maj. James L. Trask, who was a bachelor, and remained with him until bis death. 
Major Trask settled in Mississippi in 1805. He was a veteran of the War of 1812, and 
served under General Jackson at the battle of New Orleans. A man of remarkable energy 
and business tact, he amassed a large fortune, most of which he bequeathed to his niece. 
His brothers, Augustus and Dr. William P. Trask, also lived in Wilkinson county, and are 
buried in the family burying ground, as is also his eldest brother, Col. Israel E. Trask. Col. 
Trask was a man of considerable ability. Harvard university conferred on him the honorary 
degreeof A. M. Herepresented his county in the legislature and constitutional convention of 
Massachusetis, and was one of the incorporators of Amherst college. As was the case with 
the planters throughout the South, the emancipation proclamation, and the amendments to 
the constitution passed in confirmation thereof, swept out of existence the slave property of 
Mr. Ventress, which constituted the major part of his-wealth. Losing his property at an age 
when men usually retire from business, and worried beyond expression by the changed and 
unsettled condition of the country, his health, which had not been good for some time, 
gradually declined, and he at last succumbed to general bodily prostration, passing away 
quietly at La Grange, his home, on the 26th of June, 1867. His widow survived him until 
the 10th of May, 1877, when she, too, was called from a life of Christian excellence, having 
been for many years a worthy and honored member of the Presbyterian church. Their fam- 
ily consisted of five children, three of whom lived to manhood; a son and a daughter dying 
in childhood. Those living are Lawrence T., born Aug. 5, 1850, educated at home and in 
the State university at Oxford; James A., born February 14, 18838, and William P. 8., born 
May 28, 1854, both of whom were educated at home in the Norwood high school and the Uni- 
versity of Virginia. After leaving college the latter graduated in law from the University 
of Mississippi, at Oxford. He is at present a practicing attorney of Woodville. These sons 
reside at the La Grange plantation, and give their. friends a royal welcome to the luxuries 
and comforts of their magnificent home. 

They are among the largest and most successful planters in Wilkinson county.  Law- 
rence T. is the only one of the brothers who is married. His wife was Miss Mary fllen 
Holmes, a finely educated and talented lady, eminently fitted, by virtue of her intelligence, 
grace, ease and dignity, to do the honors of her beautiful home. She is a charming and 
gracious hostess, and is highly esteemed in social circles for her conversational powers and 
her winning manner, which inspires ease and confidence in her presence. She is the daughter 
of Capt. Richard Holmes, of Natchez. Mr. and Mrs. Ventress have a beautiful little daughter, 
Charlotte E., now tive years of age, and a son, Lawrence T., Jr., born May 6, 1891, in whom 
their hopes and affections are centered. Lawrence T. Ventress was elected a member of the 
board of supervisors in 1587, and re-elected in 1SS9 and SVL. During this time he has served 
as president of that body. William P. 8. was elected to the state legislature in ISOL. At 
an early day Major Trask built the first story of the now palatial residence occupied by the 
Ventress family. This building was raised one story, and an observatory added just before 
the war. This is one of the most beautiful, attractive and costly of Southern homes, and is 
provided with a fine billiardroom, spacious halls, library, parlors, drawing and sleeping 
rooms, and lighted with gas, and in this abode of refinement and good taste hospitality of 
the most generous and truehearted, yet unostentatious description, is extended to all. 

Nowet J. Vick. The Vick family has been prominent in the history of Mississippi since 
the year 1806, at which time, or a little before, Newet Vick, the grandfather of the subject of this 
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sketch, became a resident of Jefferson county. This gentleman, like his father before him 
. (Thomas Vick), was a Virginian, and when just in the vigor of early manhood removed to 
Raleigh, N. C., where, for a short time, he was engaged in merchandising. The state of 
Mississippi next became his home, but after residing near Washington for some time he came 
to near what is now the city of Vicksburg, where he purchased a large tract of land, his 
plantation taking the name of Open Woods. He also purchased a body of land fronting the 
Mississippi river, including, for the most part, what is now Vicksburg, seven miles distant 
from Open Woods. He came to this state as a local minister of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and being a man of excellent parts and of original and intelligent views, there was 
strong talk among his neighbors of his making the race for the governorship of Mississippi, 
and he was urged to stand for the nomination, but he would not allow his name to go before 
the convention, for he was very much averse to coupling the gospel with politics. He was 
warmly welcomed in high social circles, as a business man was quite successful, and was an 
esteemed minister of the gospel. Mississippi at this time was-not specially lawless, being 
mostly settled by citizens from Virginia, and their families, trained to the usages of old 
society, though subsequently Vicksburg and other river towns earned an unenviable reputa- 
tion from the misdeeds of floating or transient characters. The first Methodist Mpiscopal 
conference ever held in the state was at his residence on the Open Woods plantation. He 
died of what was believed to be yellow fever in 1818, at the age of forty-seven years, having 
lived a most useful and truly Christian life. To Open Woods he was accompanied by his 
relative, Foster Cook, a civil engineer and afterward planter, whose son, Colonel Cook, a 
venerable octogenarian, is still living. Thomas and Burwell Vick, brothers of Newet J. Vick, 
came to Mississippi about the same time as himself, ox—-perhaps—before, the former (Uncle 
Tommy, as he was familiarly called) living to be a very old man. He was noted throughout 
this section for his generosity, kindness and nobility of heart, aud the affection, good will and 
respect which were bestowed upon him by all were fully merited. 

He became a well-to-do planter, but his wealth was not selfishly hoarded for his own 
benefit, but was lavished freely in behalf of those less fortunate than himself. Burwell 
Vick has descendants now living who are large landowners: Captain John Willis, at Pan- 
ther burn, and Mrs. Dr. Phelps, at Nitta Yuma, neighboring stations to Anguilla, on the 
Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railroad, owning all property outside the depot belongings, 
although Nitta Yuma has been recently laid off into town lots, a few of which have beeu 
sold. Newet Vick was married in Virginia to Miss Elizabeth Clark, a very handsome, accom- 
plished and amiable lady, and when they attempted the journey to Mississippi they traveled 
overland to the Muscle shoals of the Tennessee river, in northern Alabama, where Mr. Vick 
built a flatboat, on which they embarked and floated down to a point below Natchez, making 
their first settlement in Jefferson county. Mrs. Vick died within a few hours of her bus- 
band, also of that dreaded scourge, yellow fever. They left a family of twelve children, 
the eldest of whom, a daughter, was not more than eighteen years of age. All lived to 
maturity, and two members are still living: Mrs. Dr. C. K. Marshall, wife of an eminent 
divine of the Southern Methodist Episeopal church, lately deceased, and Mrs. E. F. Ander- 
son, both of Vicksburg, each of whom has now a daughter living with her, Anne and Willie. 
The eldest son of this family was Jolin Wesley Vick, the father of the immediate subject of 
this sketch, who was born in Jefferson county, Miss., Mareh-1, 1506. He died on the 2d of 
March, 1888, in extreme old age, being at the time of his death eighty-two years and one 
day old. The formation of an internal tumor, due to a fall, was the immediate cause of his 
death, whilo for a year or more be had been in an enfeebled condition after an attack of 
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dengue, or “ break-bone’’ fever, from which he never recovered his wonted vigor. He was 

reared in Warren county, where he spent the greater portion of his life, except while away - 
from home at school. He received his initiatory training in the schools of Warren county, 

but finished his education in Transylvania college, of Lexington, Ky., and in the University 
of Virginia. He would have graduated in a short time at the university, well up in his 
classes, and while in that institution was one of the captains of the cadets. He was called 

home by the necessities of business. After some time he purchased land at Mount Albon, 

near Vicksburg, on which he resided a number of years, engaged in planting. He purchased 
the land comprising the Anguilla plantation about 1840, at which time but little of the land 
had been cleared, but he was very successful in his business operations and rapidly devel- 

oped this property, so that at the opening of the Civil war he was the owner of two thou- 

sand four hundred acres of land in one body, nearly one-half of which he had succeeded in 
reducing toa fine state of cultivation, eight hundred acres more being cleared and put under 
cultivation since 1880. This land was kept undef one management until 1886, with the 
exception of the Jand now owned by Junius Parham, which was sold some few years before. 

Besides this land, at different times he owned several other tracts, including his home place, 

known as Mount Albon plantation, near Vicksburg, already referred to, on which is erected 
a tine brick residence, the residence which he built in Vicksburg being still one of the finest 

in the city, and is now the home of his daughter, Mrs. Dr. S. D. Robins, whose husband 
hascharge of the United States and Mississippi State hospital service, besides railroad and other 
corporation practice. He was the owner of about two hundred slaves and was considered a 
very wealthy man, but, like other members of his family, he was generous and charitable, 

giving freely of his wealth to churches, schools and charitable and public enterprises. The 
Jot on which the present Methodist Episcopal church of Vicksburg now stands, one-fourth 
of a square, was contributed by him, and many other enterprises which tended to the build- 
ing up and improvement of the city found in him a most Itberal patron. While the original 
company was organized for the building of the Memphis & Vicksburg railroad, now a part 
of the great Huntington system, he was its last president, and, owning a majority of the 
paid-up stock, he sold the franchises, which were finally bought by Northern capitalists, and 

by them the road was constructed in 1880 and 1881, stipulating in the sale that the road 
should pass through Anguilla and a depot be there maintained. In the will of Newet Vick 
it was stipulated that the present site of Vicksburg should be laid out in town lots and 
divided among his children, Thus Newet Vick was the founder of the place, and it was left 
to his children to develop the city, they being the sole owners of the land on which Vicks- 
burg now stands. Newet Vick’s will became the subject of a rather notable litigation 
respecting the title to certain valuable tracts in the young city of Vicksburg, which involved 
an interesting construction of law, and was decided by a bare majority of the supreme court 

of the United States, being argued by that celebrated orator, S. S. Prentiss, and other legal 
luminaries. Of this decision The Life and Times of Sergeant Smith Prentiss speaks as 
follows: 

The 17th day of June, 1845, was, so far as Mr. Prentiss’? pecuniary condition was concerned, the day 
of doom. To comprehend this we must now take up the dropped stitch in the thread of our narrative 
and return to 1837, when, the reader will remember, Prentiss had by the decision of the supreme court 
of Mississippi recovered the commons in front of Vicksburg, valued then at from S100,000 to $350,000. On 
these he had put up large and extensive buildings, estimated to be worth S1O0000. Tt will be remem 
bered that in that case the title of Vick’s daughters came into the question collaterally, and the opinion of 
the court was that they had no interest in the two-hundred-acre tract reserved for the city in Vick's will. 
It will be remembered further that the city of Vicksburg claimed the commons partly in Virtue of the 
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dedication by the administrator, Mr. Lane. No sooner had the court decided that the city of Vicksburg 
was not entitled than a new question sprang up in the minds of the daughters of Mr. Vick. Rev. John 
Lane, who had married one of them, had moved into the state of Louisiana. The other sisters were resi- 
dents of the state of Tennessee. Being thus residents of different states they could bring suit against the 
parties Claiming the commons in the United States court. Accordingly, ws enrly as 1838, Rey. John Lane, 
and wife and some of the other daughters of Newet Vick filed their bill on the equity side of the circuit 
court of the United States for the Southern district of Mississippi, setting out the will, the administration 
of Lane, the payment of all the debts, the sale of the town lots, and that the commons were still left: that 
the complainant's were entitled to a partition of them, or a sale and division of the proceeds, etc., and pray- 
ing for a construction of the will. To this suit Prentiss and others were made parties. Some of the 
defendants answered the bill and concurred in the prayer for division; others concurred generally, and 
prayed that their parts might be allotted to them. But the parties made defendant as cendes, to wit, Pren- 
tiss, etc., demurred to the bill. The cause being set down for hearing on this state of preparation, the 
court, in June, 1842, sustained the demurrer and dismissed the bill, From this decree the complainants 
appealed to the supreme court of the United States. In law phrase, they, Prentiss, ete., demurred to the 
bill, or, in other words, they said, admitting all the bill alleges, it is evident from the face of the will that 
the four sons alone of Newet Vick are entitled to this two-hundred-acre tract, the daughters are not 
at all entitled to it or interested in it, aud that the will had been so construed by the supreme court of 
Mississippi. The reader will perceive, therefore, that the question now presented before the court was 
very different from the one presented in the case heretofore described, although the same elements 
entered into the discussion. There the question was: Did Newet Vick dedicate the commons in his life- 
time, or did Lane do it under proper authority? Both these questions were decided against the city. But 
in this case the naked, bold question was: Did Newet Vick in his will devise this two hundred acres to 
his sons exclusively, or to his sons and daughters? If the latter, then the daughters were entitled to nine 
shares of it. The third clause, as will be seen by reference to it, gives to each of his daughters one equal 
proportion with his sons and wife, of all of his personal estate as they come of age or marry, and to his 
sons an equal portion of said personal estate as they come of age, together with all his lands, all of which 
lands were to be appraised, valued, and divided when Westley arrived at twenty-one years of age; the said 
Westley having one part, and the son William having the other part, of the tracts unclaimed by the wife 
Elizabeth, and the son Newitt to have, at her death, the one she had chosen to occupy. Hartwell was to 
keep the part he already had in possession. Had this clause stood aloue the question would have been 
beyond doubt, but the fourth clause, after appointing the executors, etc., wishes— that is, directs—his 
executors to remember the town lots hereafter to be laid off on the aforementioned two hundred acres of 
land, should be sold to pay his debts or other engagements, in preference to any other of his property, 
“for the use and benefit of all his heirs” (interlined in the will), The fate of the cause hung upon the 
construction of these two clauses. The demurrer was sustained in the court below, and Lane appealed to 
the supreme court. IHfon. Benjamin Hardin, of Kentucky, represented the complainants’ appellants and 
John J. Crittenden the defendants’. The reporter says: “This is one of the cases which was argued 
during his unavoidable absence, and, although he is enabled to give Mr, Hardin’s argument, he regrets 
that he could not furnish Mr. Crittenden’s. Of the eight judges, Story was absent and Nelson had not taken 
his seat. Of the six who presided, four, that is, McLean, Wayne, Catron and Daniel, held that the fourth 
clause entitled the daughters to share equally with the sons in the two-hundred-acre land tract, while two 
of the judges, to wit, McKinley and Chief Justice Taney, held to the contrary. Judge McLean delivered 
the opinion of the court, and. the critical reader will observe that the reasoning of the court is sustained 
in one part by the hypothetical interlineation of the little word “and” before the interlined words in the 
will, “for the use and benefit of all my heirs.” And Justice McKinley, in his dissenting opinion, com- 
ments with cautious words of judicial severity against this hypothetical interlineation, “1 deny the power 
of the court, in such a case as this, to add the word ‘and.’” Ife held that all the lands passed to the sons 
under the third clause of the will, unmodified by the interlined words of the fourth clause, and that the 
will, having been adjudicated by the supreme court of Mississippi, was res adjidecta. The above synop- 
sis shows upon what slight circumstances sometimes hang not only the fate of great cases in law, but also 
the destiny of men. Had Story and Nelson been upon the bench, the court might have stood four to four, 
and thus the Complainant’s cause might have been lost, as it requires a majority to overrule a decision of 
the court below. As it was, the decision of the court below was reversed and the case sent back. 

John Wesley Vick was marvied in the year 1827 to Miss Maria Brabston, a native of 


Mississippi, and a member of a well-to-do family, descendants of which are still living 
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around Vicksburg. She died in 1832, having borne three children—two sons and one daughter: 
Thomas Vick, the eldest, was a graduate of the Military Academy of Kentucky, and of Center 
college of Danville. He became a physician of considerable prominence, and for some time 
.was employed as surgeon on board a United States steamer. He traveled quite exten- 
sively in Europe, and during the great Civil war of this country he first served in the 
capacity of captain of a volunteer company, later as colonel of a regiment, and after- 
ward as brigadier-general of the Louisiana militia. Before and after the war he turned 
his attention to sugar planting in Louisiana, also practicing his profession, and in 1867, 
after escaping the perils of battle, while making a business trip on board the steamer 
Carter, it blew up, and he is supposed to have been killed, as he has never since been 
heard from. He was last seen at about one o’clock at night, reading a paper. Prior 
to the war he had so improved his inheritance as to have a large property, which, for 
the most part, was lost by the business calamities incident to that great conflict. He 
never married. He was very popular and well liked, for his many nobie qualities could 
not fail to win him many warm friends. Hartwell O. Vick, another son, was a planter 
on the Sunflower river, where he resided until 1850, during which year, being overtaken by 
sickness on a business trip, he stopped at Vicksburg, where he died, a single man. Harriet, 
the daughter, a bright and beautiful child, died at the age of nine years. Mr. Vick’s second 
marriage was to Miss Letitia Booker, a daughter of Judge Booker, a prominent politician of 
Kentucky, and to this union one daughter was born, Letitia, who first married James R. 
Downs, of Mississippi, by whom she became the mother of two sons: Alfred and James R., 
both of whom are residents of Chattanooga, Tenn., and were educated in Kentucky, and in 
the law department of the University of Michigan. Alfred is a member of the law firm of 
Marchbanks, Taylor & Downs, and is a very promising young attorney. Both he and his 
brother are married. and each have two children. James R., Jr., is a broker, and he and 
his brother own large tracts of land in Washington county, Miss. After the death of their 
father, their mother was married to Col. John Cowan of Danville, Ky., an ex-lieutenant- 
colonel of a Kentucky regiment of the Union army, that participated in the siege of Vicks- 
burg, where he was wounded in the foot. His wife died in April, 1880. She was a most 
devoted wife and mother, a highly cultured and refined lady, and possessed grand and noble 
traits of character. After the death of his second wife, Mr. Vick was married to the mother 
of the immediate subject of this sketch, her maiden name being Catherine Barber. She was 
born and reared in Danville, Ky., and was a sister of Lewis G. Barber, who is a professor 
in Central university of Kentucky, and James Barber, a prominent attorney and banker of 
Maysville, that state. She bore Mr. Vick six children. Kate, the eldest, is a highly accom- 
plished woman, and is now traveling in Europe. She owns a part of the Anguilla planta- 
tion, on which she has nearly one hundred acres devoted to fruit, which is being added to 
from time to time, fifty acres being a peean orchard. She was the first to attempt fruit 
raising on Deer creek, in Sharkey county, bnt as her venture proved successful, others have 
attempted it, and now the owners of Anguilla have all large orchards, except one. Martha 
D. is the wife of R. Perry, a merchant of Russellville. Ky., by whom she has two children, 
Wesley and Kate. Mary Ellen is the wife of O. S. Robins, a prominent attorney and real 
estate agent of Vicksburg, by whom she has two daughters, Mamie and Ianuie. Amanda is 
the wife of Dr. S. D. Robins, and lives on the old home place in Vicksburg. She has three 
children: Vick, Kate and Amanda. Wesley Vick died at the age of three years, and 
Newet J. is the youngest of the family, and is the only male member of the Vick family 
that is now living. ‘The mother of these children died in 1867, at the age of forty-nine 
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years, a firm believer in the Presbyterian faith, although a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, by mutual consent of the Presbyterian and Methodist Kpiscopal churches. 
Mr. Vick was a leading member of the last named church, and for a great many years before 
the war was Sunday-school superintendent. 

He was a whig in politics, was a strong Union man in sentiment, and was much opposed 
to secession, although after the war was precipitated his sympathies, as was generally the 
case at the South, were naturally on the side of his neighbors and friends, although, per- 
sonally, he took no part in the struggle. His former slaves, having been kindly treated, 
came back home, as they called the plantation, and remained with him, so that being able 
to keep his place under cultivation his losses by the war, though great, were less than with 
many. He was a man with fine perceptions, was just and liberal in his views, was devoted 
to his home and family, and in the domestic circle was a model husband and father. He 
was a model host, for besides being hospitable and cordial, he was uaturally kind, and had 
sufficient tact to at once put at their ease those who entered his presence, and to enable 
them to show themselves at their best. Newet J. Vick, whose name heads this sketch, was 
born at Vicksburg in the year 1858, and was reared in his native town, and at Anguilla 
plantation during the war, but was educated at Russellville and Danville, Ky., and in 
the Southern university of Greensboro, Ala., graduating from the last named institution, 
with the degree of A. M.,in 1877. The same year, and also the year succeeding, he was 
offered the position of principal of the preparatory department in his alma mater, but pre- 
ferred other occupation. He graduated from the law department of the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor with the degree of LL. B. in the class of 1S80, which numbered 
about one hundred and seventy-five, and was licensed to practice in that state. He settled 
on his present plantation in 1881, which, together with other parts of the Anguilla planta- 
tion, he has been managing, until of late he has begun to devote his attention largely to the 
raising of fruit, about ninety acres being vow given to tuis enterprise; and is, moreover, 
engaged still in planting, and is considered one of the thrifty, progressive and successful 
planters of this section. He has an excellent store-building under rent in Anguilla village. 
The village of Anguilla was laid out adjoining his plantation by his father and was named 
after the plantation. The word Anguilla is understood to be derived from an island of that 
name which was early identified with the growth of cotton, and signifies, when translated 
into English, an eel. Mr. Vick is a finely educated gentleman; possesses, in an eminent 
degree, that courtesy for which the Southern people have become famous, and better than all, 
is a gentleman of excellent habits and reputation. He is unmarried, and the greater portion of 
the time makes his home in Vicksburg, where he has hosts of acquaintances and friends. 
Among the other children of the founder of Vicksburg may be mentioned his eldest child, 
Sallie, who married Judge Lane, appointed administrator to carry out the provisions of the 
will, whose descendants are now living at Vicksburg and vicinity; Lucey, who married Mr. 
Erwin, some years speaker of the Mississippi house of representatives; Eliza, the wife of 
Mr. Morse, one of the first merchants of Vicksburg; Matilda, who married Dr. MeCray, a 
leading physician in early times; and among the sons, General William Vick, a popular 
planter and man of affairs, and Newet Holmes Vick, somewhat noted for his fine appearance 
and aptitude for business, who died on his plantation in Yazoo county, Miss., at the early 
age of thirty-six years. 
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GHAPTER XXII. 
BRIEF NOTICES OF PROMINENT PERSONS, W. 


EAR Macon, Jones county, Ga., July 6, 1810, John C. Wade was born. He is a son 

of Micajah and Sarah (McCormack) Wade, both natives of North Carolina, the for- 

mer being born in 1777, and the latter in 1785. Micajah Wade's parents were 

Benjamin and Amy (Jourdon) Wade, his father having been a son of Andrew Wade and they 
came from southern Virginia. Micajah was reared near Oxford, N. C., passing his early 
years on a farm, and, owing to his father’s early death, received only a limited education. 
His father left a family of nine children—three sons and six daughters—all of whom grew to 
maturity. The sons’ names were, Memucan, Charles and Micajah. The latter followed farm- 
ing all his life. He removed to Georgia in January, 1802, stopping in Hancock county, 
where he was married in 1803. About 1808 he removed to Jones county, Ga., and thence 
to Butler county, Ala., in January, 1819. Eleven children were born to him, named: James 
W., Benjamin J., Martha Elleu, John C., Benjamin D., William M., Rebecca E., Charles 
A., Augusta, Susan and Milton. In 1839 he removed to Holmes county, Miss., where he 
purchased a section of land and engaged extensively in planting. He was for a number of 
years a magistrate, serving in that capacity both in Georgia and Alabama. His wife was a 
finely educated woman, and he was thoughtful and studious, and made up for his lack of 
educational training by the acquisition of a wide range of general information. He was an 
energetic, pushing, thoroughgoing wan, and at the time of his death, in 1848, left a con- 
siderable property. His wife died in 1544, both being members of the Methodist church, 
and he was a member of the Masonic fraternity. John C. Wade was reared and educated in 
Butler county, Ala., the schools there affording him a fair English education. Later he studied 
Latin for two years and gave considerable attention tothe higher mathematics. At about the 
age of twenty, he began to read law in the office of James La Fayette Cottrell, with whom he 
remained about one year. In 1854 he was married to Miss Annie EK. ‘Tomlinson, who was a 
native of Mississippi, being born August 31, 1814. She was a daughter of Jacob and Heanor 
(Graves) Tomlinson. Of this marriage were born the following named children: Byron L. 
¥. (deceased), John A. (deceased), Micajah 'T. (deceased), Eleanor (deceased), Annie TV. 
(deceased), Zorada (the wife of A. L. West, of Copiah county), Benjamin (deceased), William 
A. (deceased), Leonora J. (deceased) and Edward T. (a dentist living at Wesson). Mrs. 
Wade died July 24, 1851, having been for many years a consistent member of the Methodist 
church. After his first marriage, Mr. Wade engaged in merchandising at Pine Bluff, Copiah 
county, Miss., in which he continued three years. Later he tanght school in Copiah county, 
until his election to the office of sheriff in 1545, when he located in Gallatin. At the expira- 
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tion of the term for which he was elected he was again chosen to the same office, but he 
declined a re-election and purchased a place upon which he resided, in 1540, and engaged 
in farming. His original plantation contained between two and three hundred acres. He 
has added to it wntil he is now the owner of eight or nine hundred acres. Cotton and corn 
are the principal products. In 1849 he was elected a member of the board of supervisors, of 
which he was president for four years. He was married, the second time, to Miss Sarah 
Wright, the daughter of Elijah Wright and a native of Franklin county, Miss., and born 
May 10, 1818. Mr. Wade and his wife are both members of the Methodist church, of which 
he has been recording secretary. Mr. Wade is still vigorous, though the snows of four-score 
years have whitened his hair and beard. His step is light and elastic and his form is erect. 
He attributes being spared many of the ills of old age to his having led a temperate, careful life. 
He retains his mental] vigor perfectly, his memory being phenomenal. He is of medium 
hight and build, and his eyes are as clear and bright as those of a boy. He has a_ bright, 
well-trained mind, and is strong iu his convictions, and is a good reasoner. In his long career 
he has always enjoyed the esteem and respect of his fellowmen, and he has a wide acquaint- 
ance throughout the state. ; 

W. A. Wade was born near Fayetteville, Moore county, N. C.,in 1816. His father, 
Mark Wade, was a native of this county, and was born May 17, 1776, and was there 
married to Miss Celia Wright, also a native of Moore county. When Mr. Wade was 
about four months old, his father moved to Clarke county, Ala., where he remained about 
four years and engaged in farming. From this county he removed to Copiah county, 
Miss., in 1821, settling about five miles north of where our subject now lives, in what 
was then known as the Choctaw purchase. The country was then in its natural state, 
the nearest seltlement was ten miles distant and the nearest mill was ten miles away. 
The Choctaw Indians were roaming about the forests and were seen almost daily. Mr. Wade 
took up about one hundred and sixty acres of laud, which he improved and added to 
its area, until at the time of his death he owned five or six hundred acres. He had five 
children: Penelope, Nancy, Mary, Elizabeth, and W. A., our subject. Of these, only 
the youngest two are living. Mrs. Mark Wade died some time in the fifties, her husband 
dying in 1866. They were members of the Methodist Episcopal church for many years. 
W. A. Wade was reared and educated in Copiah county, attending school whenever a 
teacher could be secured, at an old-fashioned, pioneer log schoolhouse. At the age of six- 
teen he became a clerk in a store at Gallatin, where he remained seven or eight years, when 
he was elected justice of peace, and served in that capacity about nine years, when he began 
farming. In 1843 he married Miss Elizabeth Carns, who was born in Copiah county in 1826, 
He began his career as a planter where he now resides, which was the homestead of his wife. 
He has added to his possessions here and is now the owner of a large tract of land, the prin- 
cipal productions being cotton, corn and potatoes; and stockraising, including horses, mules 
and cattle, also claims his attention. His plantation, four and one-half miles west of Hoylehurst 
and about one-half mile west of Gallatin, consists of three thousand four hundred and forty 
acres, about seventy-five per cent. of which is under cultivation. Mar. and Mrs. Wade have had 
ten children, of whom the following five are living: Mark; Nannie, the wife of J. W. Richard- 
son, of Texas; Mary, the widow of Capt. A. B. Lowe; William and Walter. Mr. Wade is 
a sensible, matter-of-fact man, strong in intellect and of retentive memory, aud noted for his 
stern and unflinching integrity. In person, he is tall, slender, smooth shaven and is erect 
and as vigorous as a young man. 


Daniel It. Wagner, president of the Bank of Water Valley, secretary and treasurer of 



















— 


see 


oe : 
od fend 1° alti. astute ad of anwodg 
hoyague hon @b2l ab babies od =. 


oll meron hovered sem) bos ow intent 0 rintnoe ue sia 
neo baa sotto) versa besliowd wie ow a gio Yo soarwo oil it f 
noawvinqgoe lo fal od) to wren a ht tioly any at 0 AL ol A uboxy | sag 
Have eatlt of .ocatd hugo weld he Beary me y olf AtAY, wo ol hi bing, 
niod hos wilt .woude nib le ovine baw diyiedl Haji to. vodbgssn 
Hoiiw lo .wlorde teibotiel adi to ey et tiiad om iw eid Due ofan Ww ae 








































riase wel To va otht dyno) xoorogiy Ute al vba VW af tatoos bs nif brever pears 

Jone ai led bow siteelo bos hige eigele etl =. breed baa tind sid Hhoostidw evad #1 
Til Lions vdetequed «hel yrivad eel ob aye hilo To alli oshl MW yan 2 eves ymin mitodiziia 6) oH 
uibeds to ei oH Jenteweonedy gabgd yromed eid .ylineheq aoyiv Isioou aid esiator off 
ila i # ont aH A Xba to ovoid oH tilgirvef ban vadalo an aa ca “a eid f Hos wbligd bua ddgid 

qeemes yeol wid a pouinenet Fierce a) el bitohs widoivacs etd mi yaonest baw hota hauisat toe 

-tniatipos sbtw i led bus ,cotryutlet eid te foociens haa steals ody f hezolas eyawle 88 oe: wl 


vatase vidd drroily snorcld 99) 
redial wl OL of,.0O.Y totes sult yelliveiiorat ued» wrod “enw ‘aha we 4 he 
exo! anw fase JONTE 3 ed rag Pe hive CEL EN olda fo! ovidna a amide wba 3 
enw ofa all codW untae oie te eviews! oala ily We BitoD neil ob hebrun re 
inode booisure: ed esadw all what ola ef bevou sedi eid blo. aiiivent aot dbodn 
“Vinioo a 1400 of hevomey oa verse rst ya) ailt ator ytizatat “iil beysyan bas iad ‘wer 
tos wiv sie te divow esliar evi anodg ails , cet fig Les f, 
lade towieo ai ut usdl an rijegos et) .seadowoc wateodd oat ath it woud todd 








Yaw sti ued vsw tifa Azone add Band Niadeih ealiat is oR dawmestdion ‘deartnont ot 
ahaW alk .yliah taowls user oxow hit elapse? od? dvouls gaiemor wrsiy waitifoual watt sod e t7d 
ot Dofhy bevongai ed deidw bel Wy ioe yizie boa borbowit ‘ea0 tnods qa “Yo Le 
evil bed olf 98 bo bawd zie to svi baawe of ddesb sid Yo. mil ody ‘ba Teter sons alt 
Ylitw ,eeorld 44) Joa{cnae TH Whi  dhledasilf oeonh, eyocin sgolonot wtb lida | 
wisded ied coilit add ot -sostt ond eth whe W ave will. gnivil oe ow} ioganey, 9 
wraey yoru tot dose ley OL daibaveltedt enh sdiasin axow yotT NBL ai ga 
n teveoudw loodor yuibawla tegen: daiguD ni intone bas bersor nw ‘ohn me WwW 
f@ lo oye odd 1A nodoodoe yol oannig banoides)-bio aw ds-,bornose ed biaos Talons t 
uvdw xtnoy jidvie w woven boninaen od eter willalle® ta eo0ts @ ai aelod ouusoyd ail noe } 


god wd codw seone¥ oat 1inads iosye ld abherise ban SonHKy to sertan{ iatoots enw 2 
Bal ai VAMOS Mayo i tiwdeaw oie aap ohtedasnit salt b WTieut ob Shab ur aoe. 


iw anf jo bnoleocol adi saw deihw »alieay woo adeno vondenstley 48 WOT wit 
ae att imal de Jest eres! te. nee yay oihowren ef bare avec ane rinwoeBod, aid. on bobba: a 
fa vertu yoibelot .gaeindeole haw aaeolatoy baw tow Odod ysriorl aarberoeNar 
urdel yall to deaw eulica tlad ooo banal senile aikl \cortwodin alt actinty oe le, aftine Has } 


Ho) boa herhasdaw.ei busasodt send) Qo aeiaaue nitietle® to ew olin tlad snoetwete: Bae 
lad eval obyis" 7 enlf J et A wan wits tof “it et i atalvy 40 Heo Wt ovit- yinover iwoda Leite (4 y 
Lando WV Ao aliw ad? sinanZ odveld >goivil wie evil 2 siwoltol old. tory Yo vsti 09d al 
aisboW lf, asile ¥. bommeilliW bewod A aqua to wohly elt orl ened Yo oe ae 
sid 1) hoton bya ~mouen,eritestes to hae joolintaiat yoore nein dont: hia i or 
torre ei bag aovnde dioome pohgele bet al ort ported ul, Agitgé toi quidintitton ; 

A te Qatioy 
lo sainenend Dan caterpee ,xoilw soda Tal dane add to Juohieer 


964 BIOGRAPHICAL AND ITISTORICAL 


the Yocono mills, and member of the firm of Wagner & Leland, occupies a conspicuous 
position in the business circles of Yalobusha county, and is more than justly entitled to a 
biographical sketch in this record of the leading men of the state of Mississippi. He was 
born in Union county, Penn., in 1840, and is a son of Andrew and Catherine Wagner, 
natives of Wittenberg, Germany. They were married in their native land, and soon after 
sailed for America, settling near Philadelphia; thence they went to Union county, Penn., 
and some years later returned to Philadelphia, where they died in the year 1849. Andrew 
Wagner, the grandfather of Daniel R., was a native of Germany; he immigrated to the 
United States about the same time his son came, and located in Philadelphia, where he 
lived the rest of his life; his death was in 1868. He reared a family of ten children, of 
whom Andrew, Jr., was the seventh. Daniel 2. Wagner is one of a family of eight clildren, 
all of whom lived to be grown, and six of whom are yet living. He passed the greater por- 
tion of his youth in Philadelphia, and at the age of nineteen years he came to Mississippi. 
He first worked in the express office of the railway company, and at the breaking out of the 
‘ivil war he enlisted in company I’, Fifteenth Mississippi volunteer infantry, and went to 
the defense of the stars and bars. Later be was with General Chalmers’ escort. When 
General Price was retreating through Water Valley with his army, Mr. Wagner was taken 
prisoner aud was carried to Alton, Ill., where he made his escape, going thence to Port 
Hudson, La.; there he rejoined the army. He was twice wounded, once at the battle of 
Shiloh, while bis regiment was charging a battery, and on the retreat from Nashville, Tenn. 
After the first wound—a gunshot wound in the ankle—he was transferred to the cavalry. 
After the surrender he settled in Water Valley, where he embarked in the mercantile trade 
on a very small seale, laying the foundation, however, of his future success and prosperity. 
The first tirm was composed of W. H. Brister, W. B. Wagner and D. R. Wagner. Mr. 
Brister soon withdrew from the business, and the Wagner brothers built a fine two-story 
brick, which the firm now oceupies. After several years of business success W. B. Wagner 
died, and D. R. Wagner became sole proprietor of the business, which had grown to immense 
proportions. He has, however, proven fully equal to the demand upon his judgment, tact 
and capacity. In 1887 Mr. Wagner was elected president of the Bank of Water Valley, a 
state institution, chartered under the laws of the state of Mississippi, with a cash capital of 
$35,000. Since he was chosen to fil] this responsible position the business has increased 
from $18,000 to $100,000 per year. To him is also due the resuscitation of the cotton factory, 
which stood idle for several years. The value of this property to the city may easily be esti- 
mated, when it is known that seven hundred and fifty thousand pounds are used annually, 
and that the gross earnings amount to nearly $40,000 yearly. Mr. Wagner was united in 
marriage to Miss Maria G. Young, a daughter of Dr. John Young, a native of North Caro- 
lina and one of the oldest physicians of Water Valley. Mrs. Wagner was boru and reared 
in Yalobusha county. She has had born to her six children: Jobn H., assistant cashier of 
the Bank of Water Valley, is a graduate of the well-known Bingham school, of North Caro- 
lina; Jessie K., Corinne, Calista, George and Eugene. The parents are members of the 
Presbyterian church, and are among the most zealous and liberal supporters. Mr. Wagner 
takes no special interest in polities further than to exercise his right of franchise; he votes 
the democratic ticket. The family are highly esteemed throughout the community. 

George I. Wainwright, a well-known planter and the present treasurer of Clarke county, 
Miss., was born June 28, 1843, at Quitman, where he now resides. He is the third in a 
family of eight children of John V. and Martha (Risher) Wainwright. His father, a native 
of Mobile, was a son of Hastings Wainwright; his mother was a Singleton. The former 














































i 


MOMS. Bz mney tie a Jt Sonk j m r j i, ia vi wee t 
a of beltitie Ment’ und¥ pion at hus “datiae avd lait: te 

naw oll .iqpgiteteail® Yo adn ext) Yo mau gaibunl aft te 
veua YY’ antiedis) tie weibak tw vox # #i Kates. ui anh 7 


tvied? ot baie gene gett gown wyiad rose 


an highs ie wre Wee 1 py J 





nah owiatre nu { laow youll eound cnhibylebwlat waa yutildon ohomd, 1! ali 
prihok SRBt savy elt at hot yodd ody albeit ot bai pin tow sotal e189 BuO, bon 
adi of feteteiniol ed pve to ‘oviter Ww WOW lb Tout Yo srghini gl odd ae 
id lid“ wi iiaol be cho dem wed omit ouana odd. | nude eolade hedint 
Hlido at to vita abe off 20eD aie iiveh eid patil wid Yo dan gil! bovil sf 
i ; ao aiouge WO bom = alaoves alhaow yah swotbak eave a 
“104 sorg ods boaenad of! garevil dey courant Wl lo gis bas wor, ‘ol ob bevil, mrouly \o ihe 4 
qqiaivetlé of omen od ata0y nestonio to ogeml fhe yoicky lof atid ak ddnoy aid to mo 
lt Jo Jno auityerd edd de baw yYoaqmos qawlien gud le. scilto exoxqze odd al fodaow jai ofk 
of joew boa voustai oviasiov iggiaeieaiht § woul ha ie (woo, a hotoiine od 18H livid 


ged’ 7 davsse “wreotedD Inreaet) iiw eave al “ete ered how erate. odd, wo aanotab edd 
neijad saw Teo eV ale Aa ail iliiw rallies ¥ i" wis dy guoads yen tage widow jas Mi ‘opi, Inanaot) 


ho of Yay , aid ebow od opel Hl noilA of: bots enw bop wounnitg 
Yo aliied edd ¢a vows .bobngow osivé aew alt scars onli beitiofay axl aserld ; rad ouby 
~ aao'l .olfivdesY axott Jsovtoet off wo. Loe Cee wii alo ew dar nay Va eid ‘ee. holides ra? 





TBI } t od berrotata wave abalone elb at bonow ole a-—-busow danit ehh wold 
{ grow yotla'Y toda l/ a halides ail. sofmenvene oubt ith 





Oh { OYSoI GOs ft words Ui 
Oraqseny ba ye septot eid to 1080 « foMabanol odd gaigal olaoa it aya. “erm 4 uo. 
wal. wean VP A. Dona eye LW cote GER do. Ba OGAOD. Aw alt dani. ont 
+ yrota-ow! salt & tld meiiiord! temge vi iy tue seoniend odd cwrt worbulbiw woos ralalytl, 
sosga lt “HW saacen® adeatend to tay, ienived 1a _ peiqsisoo. WOE ona oil doishy doit 
axiommli ot awore bad doidw eaoniadd otf To tolengedg lg am noel longs Wa Rem; fonaas both 
don) tt brj sid coqa baameb ot of tae qs mover, povewod! vail oH snoihioqony 
a yollaY via Yo danel ai} Yo dneh  Smtgola wow wage W alt Té8l al. -ytiosqas bane 
ja | Jicgh + ites BR aw, pq ieein iff to sie id Yo wus wild noban Ye rotiads woinlitanl alate 
Iesano1 Bo quand iti Nort "? oleh we t aint ia of oo odo asw ei eomic., 000, it 4 _ 
1{10d08 dhe - strona ar ) anlnoal . wallet u.Rey 19g OOO MM Ne ot G00), Be esond _ 
ijao ed vliane ‘tor gio add at qieqorg wehht ty sis yudt aie ¢ lLareves wt albi oota doidw 
Nisnece hoe ove ebareq boaaddd viii hae fetheait aaver dad) woo ai ji oodw ,bolen . 
ot hotiuy vaw arya TY A hey 000,005 (wae od sonoms artieI1He sony auld badd hue 
usd oo to av4en @ Yano adel. to wwkdgash a gon0Y 2 nivel, 2 ail od eqeivusat . 
jerne i vf 7 eV will = yalla’ son to aasisie~id jesblo edt lo ano bas end 7 
lu yeidexo toad det fio ziw wel of aon bed and ode _..ysatroo adaudola¥ ai 
wp’) rs) » Jour fom aeagecth ay {Lew odd. teetenhay 8 a gallina yols’ H lo amatl eaht 
a} 1 <wdwen ot etastaqg ed 6h yg Lik hoa omer) ,nde bla) aired: , pst siaagl, snail 


raren WW it. ew ort pqeq2 Savedil bag avolsos jeom ads yooaR IA Wrst: ] alowed, naivongdaont — 
sunidoaail To anes ait ais esigaze of nist) wedtesl goitilod.ai trote}ai laioage 0 on eedat , 
“Ginaanes ail) inodguvordt Geamothewdugil ons yiionat od T .dedoid siteroouel,.o w a 
ano pltalD loro messi! tneesig odd baa a rolaatq nvood-lew # jdginwaia Tyree ma “a 
and at of echiast wou od smudy Aatiae ja Rit BS BS aia le asod 5 t ie ie 

iawn V/ oilnidd )-welieelt fom .7 ako’ bad amablide igia do.xtinat 


Hdyerwoin oh} 


ae 


Oy 98u 


ie 
@ oO bord 
eviden « croddet ef ihe 





tT wie ial 





7 oF TH 7 . { 
sonkeh oft cxetolyait © enw 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 965 


passed his early life in the place of his nativity and came to this county about 1834, locating 
at Quitman, where he married. His mother was a daughter of James Risher, one of the 
earliest settlers in Clarke county, who became a prominent planter during the early period of 
the county’s history, dying in 1858, his wife having preceded him in 1532. His father 
was a life-long planter, dying in 1879, his widow surviving him and living at Quitman. The 
father was a member of the Baptist chureh: his mother was connected with the Methodist 
Episcopal denomination. They had five children: Mary J. (who died young), Louise E., 
George I., James J., Sarah A., Green M. George I. Wainwright passed his early life as a 
farmer’s boy of all work—acquiring such an education as was afforded by the public schools 
of the county. Before the war began he enlisted in the state’s service. When war was 
formally declared in 1861, he re-enlisted in company B, of the fourteenth Mississippi regi- 
ment as a private, but was soon promoted to the rank of a sergeant. He participated in the 
battles at Iuka, Corinth, Vicksburg and Franklin, Tenn., where he was wounded in the 
right arm by a shell. He was confined in the hospital only sixteen days, and when the army 
left Nashville he walked from Franklin, Tenn., to Columbus, Miss. Returning to Clarke 
county he found employment at farming work. It was not long before he began planting 
for himself, and he is now the owner of quite a tract of land, located near Quitman. He is 
prominent as a planter; is a useful member of the Farmers’ Alliance; has long been identified 
with the democratic party; is a Knight of Honor and a member and trustee of the Methodist 
Kpiscopal church, of which his wife is also a member. He was elected to the oftice of county 
treasurer in 1882, and has been re-elected at each election since. In March, 1866, Mr. 
Wainwright took unto himself a wife in the person of Mrs. Mary KE. Walker, a daughter of 
Robert and Margins (Ezell) Walker, who is a native of Mississippi, born in the month of 
October, 1844, and who has had the following children: Elyett P., Leona, John A., William 
H., Arthur, Charles E., Edwin and Katie (who were twins). 

P. M. B. Wait has served in the capacity of sheriff of ate county, Miss., since i551, 
which fact speaks volumes as to his ability, efficiency and popularity. He has made a beau 
ideal public official, for, besides being faithful in the discharge of every duty, he possesses 
undoubted courage and pluck, attributes very necessary for his calling. He was born in 
Greenville, 5. C., the third child born to John C. and Jane A. (McCollough) Wait, who 
were born, reared and married in the Palmetto state, from which they moved to Mississippi 
in 1850, locating first in Panola county and in 1S60 in Tate county. The father was called 
from earth in February, 1867, but is still survived by his widow, who bore him seven 
children, five of whom are living. P. M. B. Wait spent his youthful days in Tate county, 
and from here he enlisted in the Confederate service in 1862, being then but fifteen years of 
age. He was a member of company G, Adams’ regiment of cavalry, in which he served 
throughout the entire war, participating in the siege of Vicksburg, the battles of Jackson, 
Champion Hill, Port Hudson, Selma, Shiloh, Guntown, Bear Creek, Port Gibson, Coleman’ s 
Cross Roads, and Oxford, Miss., where he was wounded in the right shoulder by a minie- 
ball. He was mustered ont of the service at Selma, Ala., May 5, 1866, after which he 
returned to Senatobia and engaged in planting, which he followed for some time. He was 
elected to his present position by the democrat party, of which he has long been a member, 
and, as above stated, has discharged the duties of this position in a highly satisfactory 
manner. He was married, in 1870, to Miss Alice Day Fuqua, a daughter of W. Y. and 
Martha (Brown) Fuqua. He Jost his wife in 1878, after she had borne him four daughters. 
His second union took place in December, ISSO, Mrs. Mary Stowers, widow of James Stowers, 


becoming his wife, her maiden name having been Matthews. ‘This union has resulted in the 
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birth of two sons. Mr. Wait is a member of the K. of H., the K. & L. of H., and the 
I. 0.0. F. He and his wife belong to the Baptist church of Senatobia, and are highly 
esteemed in the social circles in which they move. Mr. Wait is a genial, whole-souled gentle- 
man and has many warm friends. E 

Dr. James S. Walker is a gentleman who has become well known throughout the state 
as a practitioner of medicine and surgery, a safe and reliable banker and as a business man 
of sterling principles. He was born in Richmond, Ky., on the 12th of April, 185, being the 
third son born to William Jason and Sarah (Stone) Walker, natives of Kentucky. The 
father was a merchant, planter and banker of note, and spent his entire life in Madison 
county, where he died in 1879, in the sixty-ninth year of his age. He lived a life of useful- 
ness to his country and state, and his death was felt to be a great loss to the community in 
which he resided. His parents were William and Ann (Bates) Walker, who were of English 
descent, their ancestors coming from Hngland and settling in Virginia during the colonial 
history of this country. The maternal grandparents, James and Katie (Harris) Stone, were 
also among the very early residents of Kentucky. Dr. James S. Walker was educated at 
Center college, Danville, Ky., and the University of Missouri, and subsequently graduated 
in medicine from the Jefferson Medical college of Philadelphia, Penn. He began practicing 
in Richmond, Ky., in 1865, but at the end of two years came to Greenville, Miss., and here 
was a very extensive and successful practitioner, until 1890, when he retired from practice 
and became president of the Merchants and Planters’ Bank of Greenville. He was elected 
to this position in 1888, but did not take active charge until 1890. He was chief health 
officer of the county for about six years, but at last resigned the position, having in the 
meantime interested himself in planting. In addition to being a large landowner, he is a 
stockholder in the Delta Insurance company, of which he is also director and treasurer, and 
is the largest stockholder in the bank of which he is president, which has a capital of $150, - 
000. Although his father was a wealthy man, he was compelled io look out for Limself to 4 
considerable extent in his youth, and it is in a great measure owing to this that while he 
was still young he was independent in thought and action and learned to rely upon his own 
resources. Although he has not united himself with any church, he isa liberal contributor of 
his means to worthy enterprises, and is a man of strictly moral habits. Having come to 
Greenville in the days of its infaney, he passed through the yellow-fever scourge of this 
regionin 1878. His first marriage was consummated in 1870, Miss Frances E. Dye, a native 
of Arkansas, and a daughter of William H. Dye, of Virginia, becoming his wife. To them 
one child was born: Frances, who is now residing at home. He was called upon to mourn 
the death of his wife in 1871, and in 1S7S he was warried a second time, to Miss Belle 
O. Blanton, who also died, in 1S81, a native of Washington county, and a daughter of Dr. 
O. M. and Martha R. (Smith) Blanton, for a sketeh of whom see Dr. Blanton’s sketch. 
His second union also resulted in the birth of one child, Sarah Stone, who resides with her 
parents. In personal appearance Dr. Walker is prepossessing, has a fine physique, and 
handsome and intelligent grayish eyes. His conversational powers are excellent, and 
although dignified, he is very easy in his manners and inspires others with ease and conti- 
dence. He is bighly cultured, and his naturally brilliant mind has been broadened and 
strengthened by mingling with the world and by contact with the business affairs of life. 
While a practitioner of the healing art his reputation was most enviable, and his services 
were in demand over a very large scope of territory. As a business man, his honor has 
been unassailable, for any transaction not straightforward is looked upon by him with con- 


tempt. Being of a modest and quiet disposition, he does not seek or desire public notoriety, 
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but nevertheless is deeply interested in the welfare of his county and in the wellbeing of 
his fellow mortals. The bank of which he is the efficient president is a prosperous one, and 
is situated in one of the most desirable locations in the city in a handsome building on Pop- 
lar street, between Washington avenue and Main street. 

Hon. Joel P. Waiker, a prominent lawyer of Meridian, Miss., was born in Lauderdale 
county, of this state, October 3, 1840, a son of John R. and Martha A. (Felton) Walker, ¥ 
natives of North Carolina. His father was a member of the North Carolina legislature and 
some of his ancestry figured quite prominently in the Revolutionary war. John R. and his 


brother Joe] P. came to Mississippi in the year 1836 and located in Lauderdale county, where 


they purchased land near Lauderdale Springs. They were extensive slaveowners and 
everywhere noted for being mild masters. They both died in this county. John R. Wal- 


ker had twelve children—six sons and six daughters—of whom nine are still living. The 
eldest of them was the subject of this sketch, who was reared on a farm, and received his 
primary education in the public schools. In 1858 he entered Chapel Hill college, in North 
Jarolina, and was a student there at the time of the capture of Fort Sumter by the Confed- 
erates. Being fired with a martial spirit, he immediately started for home anda few days 
thereafter joined the Lauderdale zouaves. He was in the fight at Leesburg, where his lieu- 
tenant was killed and succeeded him in that office, and later, through the influence of Colonel 
Barksdale and others, he was commissioned as captain, with a view to recruiting a new com- 
pany, but the conscription act haying come into effect, this design was thwarted. He next 
joined the Second Mississippi cavalry and was elected second lieutenant of his company. 
He was captured at Oxford, Miss., with the majority of his company, and taken to Alton, 
Til., and thence to Camp Chase, and thence to Baltimore, Md., being kept a prisoner for four 
months, when he was exchanged at Petersburg. He rejoined his regiment at Spring Hill, 
Tenn., and was under the command of Generals Armstrong and Forrest most of the time 
until the close of the war, and was himself in command of a body of men detailed to him 
from different brigades. After the surrender he came back to Lauderdale county, and was 
elected a member of the first legislature that convened after the war. He served three suc- 
cessive sessions and was the second youngest man in that body. While a student in college 
at North Carolina he had read law, and after the expiration of his legislative term he 
resumed his study, which be pursued diligently in connection with planting, and being duly 
admitted to the bar began his practice. He was district attorney under appointment by 
Governor Alcorn, and filled this office until the expiration of his term in connection with his 
legal practice, seeking no other official position until, in 1853, he was elected to represent his 
district in the state senate for a term of fonr years, at the expiration of which he was 
re-elected for another term of the same duration, and this oflice he accepted only at the earnest 
solicitation of friends. During all of his active career he figured quite prominently and had 
a strong influence in local and state polities, though he has followed his profession as closely 
as possible and devoted his attention as little as possible to public affairs, except during his 
terms iu office, when he filled the various high positions to which he had been chosen with 
credit, to himself and to the entire satisfaction of his constituents. His name was strongly 
discussed in his distriet at one time as an available one for a congressional canvass. He has 
many warm friends throughout the state. He is prominent in Masonic circles and is a mem 

ber of the Knights of Honor. He was married in 1867 to Miss Mary Johnson, who lived 
but eleven months after their union. April 4, 1871, he married Miss Sallie, a daughter of 
Dr. Joseph M. Reynolds of Hinds county, Miss. By his first marriage he had one daughter, 
who is the wife of I. C. Williams. He has three sons and two daughters living by his see- 
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ond marriage: Joseph P., Hallie C., Wallace R., Paton I. and Sallie R. The family are 
communicants of the Episcopal church. The Jaw firm of Walker and Hall, of which our 
subject is the senior member, stand deservedly bigh at the Mississippi bar, and are the attor- 
neys for the Meridian National bank of Meridian, Miss. 

Hon. John A. Walker, of Walker’s Bridge, Pike county, Miss., is among the substantial 
merchants and planters of this part of the state. He was born in Pike county, near where 
he now resides, May 6, 1843. His father, Hon. Elijah Walker, was a native of Georgia and 
was born in Lincoln county, and there he was educated and passed his early years. While 
yet a young man he came to Mississippi, and was married at Columbia, to Miss Hester 
Adams, a daughter of John Adams, one of the pioneer families. After his marriage he 
located in Pike county, near the present home of our subject, where he improved a plan- 
tation and reared a family, and passed a prosperous and commendatory life, which terminated 
in 1858, his widow surviviug him until January, 1871, when she died at an advanced age. 
Mr. Walker was a prominent member of the Baptist church, with which his wife was also 
long identified. They were consistent Christian people, whose lives were in accordance 
with their professions. Mr. Walker was for a number of years a justice of the peace, 
and filled other local positions creditably to himself and to the satisfaction of his fellow- 
citizens. John A. Walker is the youngest son of a family of two sons and three daugh- 
ters, the fourth child in the order of nativity, born to his parents. His brother, Andrew 
Walker, was a soldier in the Sixteenth Mississippi infantry, and died near Carterville 
in 186], early in the Civil war. Our subject spent his youth in his native county, 
and received his primary education in the public schools near his home. In 1861 he 
enlisted in the Quitman guards of the Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, with which he 
served in the army of Virginia under Generals Lee and Jackson, participating in a nuin- 
ber of engagements, among which were those at Cross Keys and Winchester, Va., the seven 
days’ fight around Richmond, and the second battle of Bull Run. In the last named 
engagement he received a gunshot wound through the leg, which disabled him from further 
service for six months, during which time he was in the hospital. After his recovery he 
returned to his regiment, and participated in the battles of Fredericksburg, Antietam, Get- 
tysburg, the battle of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania Courthouse, Cold Harbor, and the siege 
of Petersburg. He was captured by the Federals at Weldon railroad, and held a prisoner 
at Point Lookout, Md., until the close of the war, when he was paroled. While a prisoner, 
Mr. Walker attended a private schoo] taught in the prison by Professor Morgan, of South 
Carolina, who was also a prisoner of war. Mr. Walker had the advantage of this fine 
‘educational opportunity for about five months before the surrender. After the close of 
hostilities he returned to his home in Pike county, and engaged in planting. In 1872 
Mr. Walker built a store, and engaged in merchandising at his present location. He 
embarked in this trade in a small way, and his progress has been such that he has since 
not only had to frequently increase his stock, but also to build additions to his place of 
business. His sales now reach $75,000 annually. As a matter of historical interest it 
may be stated that he was the first one engaged in merchandising at this point. A busi- 
ness man of superior ability and a skillful manager of affairs, Mr. Walker bas acquired a 
fine property, and now ranks among the wealthy men of Pike county. He has ever taken 
an active interest in politics, and bas always supported the principles and candidates of 
the democratic party. He has held several local offices, having served as a magistrate 
and as a member of the board of supervisors for eight conseentive years and as a delegate 


to the county and state conventions, and to him is given the honor of having cast for Pike 
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county the vote for Governor Stone. At this time, August 8, 1891, Mr. Walker is a candi. 
date for representative of Pike county in the lower house of the legislature. He is a man 
of ability and unquestioned honor, and if elected to represent the county, will do so with 
dignity and credit. Mr. Walker was married in Pike county, in 1866, to Miss Mollie McGe- 
hee, daughter of S. C. McGehee, a prominent and influential man and a member of one of 
the leading families of Mississippi. He is an active member of the Masonic order and of 
the K. of P., in both of which he has been connected officially. 

Benjamin J. Walker was born in Edgetield district, 5S. C., in 1790, and was married 
in Wayne county, Miss., in 1818, to Catherine Huston, who was born in the state of 
Kentucky in 1800. They had born to them eleven children, of whom Henry Walker, the 
subject of this biographical notice, is the eldest. They removed to Simpson county, Miss., 
in 1826, and thence, in 1834, to Newton county, Miss., where they were among the earliest 
settlers. The father engaged in farming, in which he was more than ordinarily successful. 
He and his wife were members of the Baptist church, to which they contributed liberally. 
Henry Walker received a common-school education: he was born in 1820, and in the year 
1841 he engaged in agricultural pursnits. In 1847 he was united in marriage to Miss D. 
Evans, a daughter of Henry Evans, a prominent farmer of the community. Eleven children 
were born of this marriage, eight of whom are living: — Elizabeth (wife of William Pierce), 
Frances C. (wife of Thomas Peoples), Watson F., Mary J. (wife of J. Chapman), H. B., Archie 
K., William E. and JoE. In 1862 Mr. Walker responded to the call for men, and enlisted 
in Captain Carleton’s company for six months; at the end of that time he enlisted in Cap- 
tain Grimes’ cavalry company, Ninth Mississippi. He was captured at Savannah, Ga., 
December 21, 1864, and after his release he returned home and turned his attention to farm- 
ing. He owns about twelve hundred acres of land, the cultivation of which he superintends, 
and runs a cottongin and a gristmill. He is aman of unusual business qualifications, and 
has been prosperous in al] his undertakings. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and 
the family belong to the Baptist church. Mr. Walker is a liberal supporter of all worthy 
enterprises, and is a highly respected member of the community in which he lives. 

Capt. Nelson Simmons Walker is a name that is well and favorably known through 
Claiborne and adjoining counties, and it may with truth be said that he inherits many of 
the characteristics for which the natives of the Empire state have become famous throughout 
the length and breadth of America—enlighted and progressive views, energy, honesty and 
conrage. He was born in Herkimer county, N. Y., August 21, 1835, the fourth of six chil- 
dren whose names are as follows: Mary (deceased), became the wife of a Mr. Murray, a 
planter; Dwight B. was a successful business man of West Wintield, N. Y., and died at the 
age of forty five years; George F. is a prosperous merchant of Melbourne, Australia (he 
first emigrated to that distant land in 1850; was there married and retured to America, after 
which he again returned to Australia, and is there now living); Edward Everett resides at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., where he is engaged in merchandising; Julia is the wife of Horace 
Kinney, of Saginaw, Mich., and Nelson Simmons. ‘The father of these children, Iva 
Walker, was born in York state in 1798, and as a merchant amassed quite a fortune. His 
wife, Julia (Poster) Walker, was also born in that state, and both were educated in the public 
schools, and throughout their lives were patrons of education. ‘Their deaths oceurred March 
7, 1873, and ISS81, respectively. Nelson Simmons Walker received his early edueational 
training in the common schools of New York, after which he entered the West Winfield 
academy of Herkimer county, and took a full English and business course of instruction, 
which admirably fitted him for the practical life he has led. He tinished his schooling in 
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1854, and then commenced the voyage of life for himself at the age of nineteen years 
as a salesman in a general store without any capital whatever, so far as money was concerned. 
He, however, possessed a stout heart, willing hands and a determination to succeed, and has 
kept steadily to this determination until he is now one of the prosperous men of the county 
in which he resides. He remained in business until the opening of the Civil war, when he 
enlisted as a private in a Mississippi regiment, and was promoted through the various stages 
of third heutenant, second lieutenant and was made captain of company HE, after the second 
battle of Manassas, his commission coming direct from the hand of the Southerner’s ideal of 
a chieftain, Gen. Robert EH. Lee, a man whose fame, honor, bravery, integrity and true 
worth will ever be perpetuated in song and story. Mr. Walker took an active part in the 
following battles: All the engagements around Yorktown, Williamsburg, second Manassas, 
Seven Pines, seven days’ engagement around Richmond, Chancellorsville, Fredericksburg, 
Mine Run and the three days’ engagement at Gettysburg. Mr. Walker was in thirty-two 
engagements during the war. He was wounded in the left leg at the battle of second Manas- 
sas, which confined him about one month in the hospital. The retreat from Pennsylvania 
was one continuous fight, and during this time he was in the siege of Petersburg, Burgess 
Mill and the sieges of Forts Baldwin and Gregg. He surrendered with Lee at Appomattox 
Courthouse, and afterward went to Washington, D. C., via City Point, thence to New 
York, and from there to New Orleans. While they were in Washington, on account of the 
intense excitement over the death of President Lincoln, the Southern troops that had = sur- 
rendered and been paroled were arrested and placed in prison at Alexandria, where they 
were confined for thirty days. They were then released, owing to a letter that was sent pri- 
vately to General Grant, and in charge of an oflicer came to New Orleans. 

Mr. Walker once more commenced at the bottom of the ladder as a salesman, but was 
soon after elected to the position of treasurer of Claiborne county, and held the position 
from 1867 until Governor Ames compelled him to evacuate the position to make room for a 
republican. In 1875 he was chosen clerk of the circuit court, but after he had ably filled 
this position for two years, J. P. Briscoe, then chancery clerk, was killed, and he was 
appointed to fill the unexpired term, making him the incumbent of two important county 
offices at one time. In 1878, the sheriff, Dr. Charles FE. Buck, was killed and he was 
succeeded by Mr. Heshp, who died one month later, upon which Mr. Walker was appointed 
to fill the vacaney by Governor Stone, a position he has filled by re-election up to the present 
time, which fact speaks in an eloquent manner as to his efficiency, courage and popularity. 
November 26, 1867, he was married at Port Gibson, Miss., to Miss Frances Kennard, the 
ceremony being solemnized by Rey. J. A. B. Jones. Mrs. Walker was born October 3, 1S44, 
and received her education in the Port Gibson Female academy, from which she graduated 
in June, 1561. She possessed great natural ability, stood remarkably high in her classes 
and would have been selected as valedictorian of her classes, but, on account of her youth, 
her parents objected. Her parents, Joseph L. Kennard and Araminta B. (Palmer) Kennard, 
were born January 22, IS1o, and April 11, 1818, in Queen Anne and Kent counties, Md., 
respectively. The latter was a very finely educated lady, and received her scholastic train 
ing in Baltimore, Md. Her marriage with Mr. Kennard took place at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
November 28, 1837, their Heense being obtained from William Henry Harrison (the grand- 
father of President Benjamin Harrison), who at that time was a justice of the peace. 
Their marriage resulted in the birth of seven sons and seven daughters. Mr. and Mrs. 
Walker have been blessed in the birth of four children: Nettie K. is the wife of W. B. 
Hopkins, of Columbus, Miss., is au exceptionally fine musician and is well educated; 
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Fannie Belle died at the age of twenty-two months, Florence died at the age of six weeks, 
and Nelson, who is a bright little lad of seven years. Mrs. Walker is an ardent member of 
the St. James’ Episcopal church at Port Gibson, and she and her husband are very 
charitable, contributing liberally to all worthy enterprises. 

Mr. Walker is a member of the A. F. & A. M., being worshipful master of Washington 
lodge No. 3, having ably tilled all the subordinate offices of his lodge. He is a member 
of Clinton chapter No. 2, of which he has been high priest twice, has held all the official 
positions of Port Gibson council No. 36, and was one of the charter members of the Coeur 
de Lion commandery No. 13, having been several times eminent commander of the same. 
He was elected grand treasurer of the grand commandery of the state of Mississippi, a 
position he held for several years, and in 1888 was elected grand commander of the grand 
commandery of the state of Mississippi for one year, and at present is a member of all the 
above named lodges. He is also a member of Franklin lodge No. 0, of the I. O. O. F. of 
Port Gibson, having filled all the chairs of his lodge, and at the present time is its treasurer. 
He belongs to the K. of H., the K. of P. and the A. L. of H. He is an earnest worker in 
the Episcopal church, and since the organization of the Sunday-school in 1868, he has been 
its superintendent. It opened with an attendance of three, but now has on an average 
sixty members. He is a director of the Port Gibson bank, the Port Gibson Brick company, 
and in every respect is a public-spirited man, and an honored, useful and influential citizen. 
He is in easy circumstances, financially, and has an income sufficiently ample for all neces- 
sary expenses. During the negro insurrection in 1875, Mr. Walker displayed much coolness 
and courage in quelling the turbulent spirits of the negroes and whites, and bis delibera- 
tion and knowledge of human nature were instrumental in saving the lives of many. 

Dr. W. E. Walker, a successful dentist of Bay St. Louis, was born in New Orleans, La., 
in 1868, and is a son of Dr. J. R. Walker, deceased. ‘The father was born in Tompkins 
county, N. Y., August 7, 1830, a descendant of ancestors distinguished for intelligence, 
learning and integrity. In 1834 the family removed to Michigan, where the son acquired 
the rudiments of a good education. His seventeenth year he spent in teaching and study in 
Dlinois. There he also began the study of dentistry, which he continued the following year 
at Albion, Mich., while he was attending the academy at that place. The next year he was 
under Dr. Foster, of Jackson, Mich., who was one of the best dentists of that day. In order 
to perfect himself further in his profession, he went to the Mastern cities, where he made the 
acquaintance of the finest operators, and familiarized himself with their latest improvements 
and discoveries. He then resumed his literary studies at Antioch college, Ohio, and in the 
year 1854 went to Texas, where for four years he enjoyed a ]ucrative practice. At the out- 
break of the Civil war he enlisted in the Confederate cause. He served until the end of the 
conflict, gaining the reputation of a cool, daring and reliable scout. After the surrender of 
General Lee he returned to New Orleans, where he had taken up his residence in 1858. In 
May, 1861, he was married to Miss Camille Viavant, whose death occurred a few months 
later. August 7, 1865, he was united in marriage to Miss Jeanie Mort, a woman of retine- 
ment and education, who was born of English parents. She is a native of the state of New 
York, but, before the war, came South as a governess. She has made some contributions to 
literature that show much study and natural ability. She is the author of Captain Fry, the 
Cuban Martyr, and Letters from a Mother to a Mother, on the formation, growth and care 
of children’s teeth. She has contributed to and edited departments in various newspapers 
and scientific and dental journals, being well and favorably known to the dental profession 


as Mrs. M. W. J. She is an honorary member of the Southern Dental association and of 
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the State Dental societies of Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi. Vive children were born to 
the Doctor and his wife: Lizzie A., Dr. W. E., Flora C. (deceased), Katie R. and J. Mort. 
In 1866 Dr. J. R. Walker was elected a fellow of the New Orleans academy of science; in 
1870 he became a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and 
in 1875 a fellow of the same body. In 1857 he was made a member of the Mississippi Val- 
ley Dental association, and in 1870-71 he was vice president of the American Dental asso- 
ciation. In 1875 he was president of the Southern Deutal association. He was one of the 
regents of the Maryland Dental college from the foundation of that institution. In 1876 he 
was elected professor of operative and dental surgery in the New Orleans Dental college. It 
will thus be seen that the position he held, both in scientific and professional circles, was no 
inconsiderable one, and that his ability and attainments were highly esteemed. In 1866 he 
became a member of Merchants’ lodge, I. O. O. I’., and soon after joined Hobah encamp- 
ment, passing rapidly through the official chairs of the order to that of grand patriarch of 
the state of Louisiana, in 1871. Closely devoted to his profession, science and literature, 
he took but little interest in polities, although he was a bitter enemy to fraud and corruption. 
He was liberal in his religious views, courteous and genial in his manner, and a general 
favorite with all whom he met. Dr. Walker died June 22, 1887. Dr. W. E. Walker was 
educated in the various schools of New Orleans, and, while a youth, began the study of den- 
tistry. He entered the Baltimore college of dental surgery, and was graduated from this 
institution in ISS, receiving the degree of D. D. S., receiving also a handsome gold medal. 
He began his practice at Bay St. Louis, Miss., and in a short time has built up a patronage 
almost phenomenal. He also has an office at Pass Christian, and is always closely engaged. 
At the annual meeting in 1S91 he joined the Mississippi State Dental association, and was 
elected secretary of that body. He is a young man of unusual intelligence, and thoroughly 
understands his business. While a student in the dental college he gave some time to the 
study of the science of medicine, but did not complete the course. Dr. Walker is unmarried. 

William Henry Wall, merchant, Sardis, Miss., was born near Lynchburg, Va., on the 
29th of June, 1838, and was the eldest of five children born to Charles B. and Henrie A. 
(Davies) Wall, natives also of the Old Dominion. The father was a merchant by occupation, 
removed to Iowa in 1840, and there his death occurred in 1854. He was a suecessful busi- 
hess man, never failed, and never ran in debt. William Henry Wall remained in Iowa until 
eighteen years of age and then received an appointment to the Naval academy at Annapolis, 
Md., and remained there two years. During this service he made one cruise at sea, going 
to the Azore islands on the United States sloop of war, Preble. At the end of two years 
and while on leave he resigned his position, came South, and located in Sardis, Miss., in 
1859. When the war broke ont Mr. Wall enlisted in the Sardis Blues and was made first 
lieutenant of his company. On reaching Corinth the company was formed into the Twelfth 
Mississippi regiment of volunteers under Colonel Griffith and started to the first battle of 
Manassas, but arrived too late to participate in it. Mr. Wall was then made adjutant and after 
serving in that capacity for twelve months was sent as adjutant of Hughes’ cavalry regiment 
to Port Hudson, La., to fortify that point. One month later he was appointed leu 
tenant in the Confederate States navy and ordered to report et Savannah, Ga., for duty on 
board the gunboat, Atlanta. One month later he was detached from the boat and ordered 
to report for duty at Charleston, S. C., on board the Confederate States ironclad Chicora, 
where he remained for two years, participating in all the bombardments of that place. He 
was then ordered to Richmond, Va., to take command of the Confederate States gunboat 
Drewry, and participated in all the engagements there until his vessel was destroyed by the 
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enemy’s battery. Then he and Capt. Charles W. Read were ordered to go to Shreveport, 
La., to take charge of the Confederate States gunboat Webb, and ran her down Red river, 
past New Orleans to sea, to be used as a privateer. In this daring move they went twenty- 
seven miles below New Orleans before they.were captured. They set the vessel on fire and 
then surrendered. In that exceedingly dangerous trip, when the enemy had complete con- 
trol of the Mississippi river and their gunboats were stationed all along its banks, every ten 
or fifteen miles, not once were they fired upon by the enemy until they reached New Or- 
leans. This expedition was regarded as one of the most daring of blockade running of the 
war. After being captured he was taken as a prisoner of war to Fort Warren in Boston 
harbor, and when General Kirby Smith surrendered he took the oath of allegiance and came 
home. In 1869 he was united in marriage to Miss Adelle Coleman, a native of Panola 
county, Miss., and a daughter of Edwin and Amanda (Pope) Coleman, natives of Kentucky. 
‘The six children born to this union are named in the order of their births as follows: Adelle 
B., Nettie C., William D., Charles E., Kate G. and Pope C. Miss Nettie is quite an artist 
and is now teaching art and shorthand in Lexington, Miss. Miss Adelle makes musica 
specialty and has taught music for some time. Mr. Wall has given all his children good 
educational advantages. Since the war Mr. Wall has been engaged in merchandising and 
was for twelve years cashier of the Bank of Sardis. He is now its vice president. At the 
present time he is in the hardware and furniture business in Sardis. He has a handsome 
residence in Sardis, is a stockholder in the Sardis bank and in the American Building and 
Loan Association of Memphis, in which he is also a director. Mr. Wall and family are 
members of the Methodist church and he is steward in the same. He is also a school director. 
He has repeatedly represented the state of Mississippi in the supreme lodge of the Knights 
of Honor. He is also a Mason, an Odd Iellow, a member of the American Legion of Honor 
and the Knights and Ladies of Honor. He is one of the most energetic, enterprising men 
in the county. i 

Of the many prominent citizens of Leake county, Miss., who owe their nativity to the Pal- 
metto state, stands the name of R. L. Wallace, circuit clerk, Carthage, Miss., who was born in 
Chester district on the 14th of June, 1831. His father, W. L. Wallace, was a native of the same 
state and district, born in 1783, and was of Scotch descent. The latter grew to manhood and was 
educated in Chesterville and was a soldier in the War of 1812. He was married in South Caro- 
lina to Miss Elizabeth Love, who was a native of that state, born in York district. After his 
marriage Mr. Wallace moved to Alabama, settled in Perry county in 1833 and there he resided 
a number of years. In 1846 he moved to Mississippi, settled in Leake county, engaged in 
farming and there his death occurred in 1857. His wife received her final summons in 1868. 
The paternal grandfather was a native of the Keystone state, but at an early day emigrated 
to South Carolina. Of the six sons and one daughter born to Mr. and Mrs. Wallace ouly 
two now survive, viz.: R. L. and Thomas A. KR. L. was the eldest of this family, grew to 
manhood and received his education in Leake county, where he has earried on farming ever 
since. In 1871 he was elected clerk of the cireuit court of Leake county for four years, 
was re-elected at the expiration of his term, and has now served for twenty consecutive years 
in that capacity. He has the enviable and merited reputation of being the best circuit clerk 
in Mississippi, and is very popular with the people of the county. He attends strictly to the 
duties of his oflice, is courteous, social and pleasant to all, is the most accommodating of 
men, and has a host of warm friends. He was married in this county in November, 1853, to 
Miss Mary Hall, a native of South Carolina, where she was reared and educated, and the 
fruits of this union were six children, viz.: Irene, wife of J. A. Boyd of Leake county; 
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Sarah F., wife of EH. C. Angling; R. H., married; N. F., also married; Minnie F., wife of 
L. L. Wallace, and Mary A., a young lady. Mrs. Wallace, who was a devoted and consist- 
ent member of the Methodist church, died in May, 1886.9 Mr. Wallace is a Royal Arch 
Mason, and has filled different positions in that organization. He owns a good farm on 
Pearl river, near Carthage, and has followed agricultural pursuits for some time. 

Eric William Wallin is one of the oldest settlers of Vicksburg, Miss., and is now retired 
from active business. He was born in Stockholm, Sweden,in 1822, and was educated in that 
country. Hecame to America in 1839, and having learned the trade of a machinist in his 
native land, he began working in the shops in New York city, but was afterward with the noted 
inventor, Captain Ericsson, and worked on some of his patents. In 1840 he enlisted in the 
United States navy on the ship North Carolina, but three years later came to Vicksburg. 
The following year he returned to Stockholm on a visit, and remained there a year and 
then returned to Vicksburg, and since that time has made a permanent settlement here, and 
has followed various occupations, in which he has been fairly successful. He has held various 
positions of trust and responsibility, and was elected to the honorable position of mayor of 
Vicksburg in the year of 1866. This was the first election held after the reconstruction of 
the state, and the majority he received over his competitors gave abundant proof of his great 
popularity. In 1866, while holding the position of mayor, he introduced the first steam fire 
engine in the city, which the citizens called the E. W. Wallin, out of compliment to his untir- 
ing energy for the success of Vicksburg. He has been most active in advancing the interests 
of the city, and is one of ber most substantial, progressive and respected citizens. During 
the war he was a city officer, and was not in the army. During the siegeof Vicksburg many 
balls passed through his residence, evidences of which are still apparent. He was married 
in 1848, and his wife, Mrs. Barbara Wallin, noted for her Christian charity, died on the loth 
of January, 1891, at the advanced age of sixty-six years. He has a beautiful Southern home 
in the northeastern part of the city calied Springheid, where be resides with his daughter, 
Mrs. Wilhelmina M. Halpin. His other children have long since gone to the silent city of 
the dead. His son Robert Henry died in 1857, Maria Regina died in 1863, and his son 
Gustave William died in 1873. 

Harvey W. Walter. In all human existence there is no blending of virtues so rare and 
admired as those which characterize the true philanthrophist, which eliminate all idea of 
self from human actions, and devote an individual to the service and welfare of his fellow- 
creatures. Such was the character of the Savior of mankind, and one may only look for such 
along the path in which He trod, among those who, like the subject of this sketch, have 
imbibed His spirit, and followed His teachings which enjoin *‘ that greater love than this has no 
man, to lay down his life for his friends.”” Harvey W. Walter was born in Fairfield county, 
Ohio, on the 21st of May, 181"), while his parents, who were natives of Virginia, were 
temporarily residing in that state, and at an early age removed with them to Kalamazoo, 
Mich., where they settled and lived to a venerable age. Both father and mother were noted 
and highly respected for their noble and generous qualities, and it was from this source that 
Mr. Walter imbibed in his earliest youth that noble spirit which adorned his character and 
stamped his life upon the pages of virtue and of fame. During his early years his father 
enjoyed the possession of wealth and afforded bis son every advantage, but having sud- 
denly lost the greater portion of his property by an unfortunate investment be could no 
longer render him assistance. At the tender age of fourteen years young Walter found his 
fate depending upon his own resources, but buoyed up by his genius and ambition, and sup- 
ported by the staff of a virtuous resolution, Le stepped out upon the journey of life, and 
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while no glittering prospeets charmed his view, his destiny was hallowed with the devout 
benisons of a father’s blessing, and the guerdon of a mother’s prayers. These were his only 
patrimony. With them he went forth, and with his energy and determination soon cleared 
away the untoward circumstances that clustered along his youthful pathway. He alternately 
taught and attended sehool, and by this means obtained a collegiate education. Having com- 
pleted his course in college, and seeking for a propitious field for his future labors, he turned 
his attention toward the South, as if impelled by those warm and generous feelings which 
sought the accord and mutuality always vouchsafed by that people with whom his lot was 
destined to be east. About 1838 he joined the throng of emigrants who were pressing into the 
beautiful country which had recently been acquired from the Indians in north Mississippi, 
and having determined upon the profession of law, he taught school two years at Salem, 
in Tippah county, as a means of support while preparing for the bar. In 1840 he obtained 
his license and located in Holly Springs, where every prospect which energy, integrity and 
latent will could engender in a fruitful field smiled immediately upon his career. He soon 
took his position in the front rank of his profession, and achieved pre-eminence at a bar 
which was scarcely excelled by any in the South. His remarkable talents and indomitable 
energy were kindled and fueled by the able competition amid which he began his forensic 
career, and the blaze of his eminence continued in the ascendant. His ability extended in 
every direction of usefulness, and his name became associated with every enterprise for the 
advancement of the interests of his country, and for the promotion of the honor and welfare of 
Mississippi. It was mainly through his exertions that the Mississippi Central (now Illinois 
Central) railroad was projected and pushed to completion, an enterprise which he foresaw to 
be necessary to the development of his section of the state, and to the accomplishment of 
which he devoted his energy and means liberally and unweariedly. 

Mr. Walter was an ardent friend to the interest of education. He took great pride in 
the prospects of the University of Mississippi, and was, at the time of his death, one of its 
trustees. Refined and elevated in his sentiments, temperate in his habits, lofty in his aspi- 
rations, he was a devoted Christian, and the patron of every moral and religious promotion. 
He was long a conspicuous member of the Masonic fraternity, and after having presided 
over its various subordinate bodies, was, in 1S44, made grand master of the state lodge. 
He was a Mason, not only in the mere superficialities of the order, but in heart, in practice 
and in all the walks of life. Mr. Walter was intensely Southern in his principles, yet, as 
a whig, he opposed the doctrines of secession until he considered that measure an inexorable 
alternative to the dishonor and political degradation of his people, and then he was ready, 
as be was in every thing that engaged his sympathies, to sacrifice whatever its promotion 
might demand. No sooner had the toesin of war sounded than he girded himself for the 
struggle, and as lieutenant of a company of infantry he responded to the first call of: his 
state for troops in 1S61. He was ordered to Pensacola, and soon after reaching there was 
transferred to the staff of General Bragg as judge advocate, serving in that position with 
distinguished efficiency until the close of the war. Colonel Walter accepted the conclusion 
of the conflict with the same conscientious and abiding faith with which he had drawn his 
sword, and returning to Holly Springs he resumed the practice of his profession, counseled 
a conservative and dignified policy, and devoted himself to the amelioration of the rigorous 
circumstances of his people. As a lawyer he was well read and profound. His comprehen- 
sion was ready and acute; the succession of his thoughts was logical, aud his argumentative 
powers clear, vigorous and incisive. ‘The versatility of his legal genius was remarkable, and 
ho seemed to be equally qualified for eminence in either branch of the profession. His high 
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sense of duty and devotion to the interests of his clients engaged at all occasions his utmost 
powers. The distinguished jurist, Hon. A. M. Clayton, speaking of Colonel Walter, said: 
“*He possessed to an eminent degree the two most requisite characteristics of a lawyer, 
patience and perseverance. He saw his end clearly, and never grew tired in pursuing it. 
He never saw but one side of a case, and that was his own. He overlooked all obstacles 
that stood in his way, and drove on to the conclusions regardless of their preseuce, and if 
not always successful, he always presented the strongest and most favorable view of the 
case.’? His logical learning and powers of analysis are amply exhibited in bis briefs in the 
reports of the supreme court. These are too well known to the profession to require more 
than a passing reference. His knowledge was ever at his command, and he was never at a 
loss for replication or retort. His stores of preceding were comprehensive, and which the 
quickness and alertness of his memory and mental operations enabled him to call to bis 
support in every emergency. He was a clear reasoner, an eloquent speaker, and possessed 
a mesmeric influence over the minds of juries. As a citizen, Colouel Walter had no superior 
in his sphere of neighborly usefulness. While he was conspicuous in every public assembly, 
he was the center of the social circle and the weleomed and honored guest of every private 
entertainment. Generous and magnanimous in principle, he was courteous and affable to 
all classes, and his opinion was deemed the criterion of propriety and expediency. But the 
crowning gem in his chaplet of exalted virtues was the jewel of charity, which sparkled more 
brilliantly than that which blazed in Diomede’s crest or flamed in the imagination of the 
alchemist. He was at all times noted as a man of good deeds, but it was when that besom 
of death with its ministers of grief and pain swept over his devoted town in 1878 that this 
divine quality of bis nature was exemplitied with more than mortal radiance. When the 
neighboring town of Grenada had fallen into the arms of the inexorable fiend, and its shrieks 
reached the gates of Tlolly Springs, they were flung wide open to its flying. homeless 
people, and Colonel Walter was mainly the author 6f the deed. He opposed all quarantine 
regulations, and opened his heart, his hands and bis house to the terror-stricken refugees, 
and when the fatal malady, lurking in the garments of the strangers, reached forth and 
seized upon his own people, he counseled them all to flee for their lives, but said: ‘‘ As for 
me and my sons, we can not go; we must fight this foe; we must succor our people and 
administer to the sick, the dying and the dead.” 

Col. Walter’s family was a remarkably interesting one. He was married in 1849 to 
Miss Fredonia M. Brown, daughter of Col. James Brown, of Oxford, a lady of rare accom- 
plishments and of an exceedingly amiable character. From this marriage were born ten 
children, nine of whom lived until the visitation of the scourge. He had promptly, at the out- 
break of the fever, sent his family away except his three sons, who partook of the heroie spirit of 
their father and shared his glorious death. © While in the midst of his charitable labors Colonel 
Walter was himself stricken down, on the 19th day of September, 1878, and his three sons 
followed bim within the same week. The noble young men had but recently graduated with 
distinction at the state university, and Frank was a law partner with his father. He and 
Jimmie, who was acting as postmaster, died on the same day, the latter praying that his life 
might be spared for the sake of his mother and little sisters. Avent, who passed away a few days 
before, died rejoicing at the thought of meeting his mother, his father, his brothers and 
sisters in heaven. The pious death of this young man would furnish a theme for a sermon 
that would echo against the walls of eternity. Thus perished this noble family while 
endeavoring to ward from others the shafts more fatal than the arrows of Apollo sent into 


the Grecian camps on the plains of Troy. Amid all these scenes of terror, when the eyes 
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of heaven seemed averted from the doomed people, Colonel Walter still bowed to the will of 
his Maker. On one occasion a young wife who had just lost her husband, and who now saw 
other members of her family dying, half crazed with grief, wandered through the streets in 
desperation at her calamities. Colonel Walter met her and endeavored to soothe and com- 
fort her agonizing distress, but in the bitterness of her grief she cried out against the 
justice of God. His eloquent and only reply was, ‘“Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
him.’? No nobler martyrdom was ever recorded upon the pages of history, or hallowed the 
memory of mortal than that which crowned the death of this good man and his three noble 
and promising sons, but they have their reward. Frank C. Walter was boru October 23, 
1854, and died of the fever on the 26th of September, [S7S.. He was among the most 
prominent of those kind, true, noble-hearted ones who sacrificed their lives during the 
epidemic of Holly Springs in endeavoring to alleviate the sufferings of those who had been 
stricken down with the plague. In the fall of 1S71 be entered the sophomore class at the 
University of Mississippi, and owing to his firmness and great decision of character, bis 
purity of thonght and bis high sense of honor, his integrity and liberality of heart, he soon 
became the favorite of all, both professors and students, and being possessed of an extraor- 
dinary ability, as well as au ambitious energy, a discriminating mind and the power of con- 
centrating thought, he graduated in the summer of 1574 in two distinct courses, the A. B. 
and B. S., in the former with the third honor and in the latter with the second. Shortly 
after his return home he commenced the study of law, under his father, and soon after was 
admitted to the bar in Holly Springs, his native place. As a young attorney he managed 
his cases with wonderful ability, and his argument of them was not only forcible but also 
analytical and logical. His manners toward all, whatever may have been their station in 
life, were kind, polite and refined. His social nature was of aremarkable development, and 
he delighted in making himself pleasant to all around him. Had he lived, he was destined 
to be a leader among men. When refugees from the yellow fever came to Holly Springs 
and were taken sick by that direst of diseases, he was one of the first to offer his services to 
nurse them. After the fever broke out in lis own city, and the people were fleeing from its 
poisoned atmosphere in which death had planted its destroying germ, he was asked if he 
was not going to leave also. His reply was: “No, let my epitaph be duty.”’ How grand, 
how sublime, how noble is the sentiment! With the unswerving energy of a Titan he 
adhered to his motto, ministering to the unfortunate sick and afflicted, burying the dead and 
cheering those who were mourning for loved ones, until at last, he too, after having buried 
his father and brother, was seized by death and ushered into eternity. 

Kdward Cary Walthall, United States senator from Mississippi, was born at’ Richmond, 
Va., April 4, 1831. He received his education at Holly Springs, Miss., studied law in that 
city, and at the age of twenty-one years was admitted to the bar of the state. Establishing 
himself at Coffeeville, his talents soon won recognition, aud in 1856 he was elected attorney 
for the tenth judicial district of the state. Three years after he was reélected, but in less 
than two years resigned the office to take part in defending the property of the Southern 
people against the fanaticism of a powerful minority in the North. In 1861 he entered the 
Fifteenth Mississippi infantry as heutenant, and made such a brilliant record that promo- 
tion followed promotion in quick suecession. “He was a lieutenant-colonel in 1862, and 
commanded the Fifteenth Mississippi infantry at Fishing Creek, Ky., January 19, that year. 
Immediately after he was commissioned colonel of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi infantry, 
and on December 13, 1862, was raised to the rank of brigadier-general. His services in the 


field won general recognition throughout the Confederaey, and his name was not unknown 
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among the legions of the North. Prompt in war as genial in peace, he won the hearts of 

the Southern peopie, and drove those of the North to admire his courage and his methods. 

On June 6, 1864, he was promoted major-general in the western army, and at Missionary 

Ridge undertook the forlorn hope of holding the divide against the Federal mass of eighty thou- 
sand men, until the defeated army was beyond pursuit. From this dangerous position he’ 
led his brigade in perfect order, that night of October 25, 1863, and next day was hailed as the 
savior of the western army. Late in the afternoon of that terrible day three divisions of 
General Thomas’ army, led by Phil. Sheridan, attacked the Confederate center and right on 
this ridge, broke through the Confederate lines, and would have captured or killed the 
defeated army of Hood had not Walthall’s brigade interposed and checked the pursuit until 
night brought relief. This strategic movement rescued a great army for future work in 
1864, when Hood re-occupied Tennessee and fought the territic fight at Franklin. After the 
defeat of Hood there, General Walthall played almost a similar part to that at Mission- 
ary Ridge, for, forming the rear guard of that army, he protected it against the attacks 
of the victors until a secure position was reached. These are only a few instances of the 
brilliant and valuable services rendered by him in the field. 

In 1868 he was delegate at large to the national democratic convention. In January, 
1871, he established himself at Grenada as a member of the bar, and won high honors in 
the profession for the ensuing sixteen years. In 1876 he was chosen delegate at large to the 
democratic national convention; again in 1880 and again in 1884. On the resignation of 
United States Senator Lamar to accept the position of secretary of the interior, in 1885, Gen- 
eral Walthall was appointed to fill the vacancy in the United States senate by Governor 
Lowry, on petition of the people, and in January, 1886, the Mississippi legislature elected 
him United States senator, and in January, 1588, he was elected senator for the term ending 
in 1895, without a dissenting vote. The share taken by the senator in defeating the sectional 
bill, commonly termed the force bill, is recorded by the Washington (D. C.) Post in the 
following language: 

The speech of Mr. Walthall, of Mississippi, against the Federal elections bill, delivered in the sen- 
ate on December 19, 1890, was a clear, logical and dispassionate presentation of the case from a Southern 
standpoint. As acitizen of a state where, perhaps, to use his own language, “the heaviest calamities 
would fall” in case the proposed levislation is enacted into law, his remarks commanded close attention, 
and the keenest partisan scrutiny will fail to detect in them, or even between their lines, a single thought 
or sentiment that does not bear the impress of sincere and patriotic conviction, even though it fail to 
agree in all respects with his conclusions. Hisappeal to the senate and argument to the country were 
characterized by no less candor than force, and an earnest Conservatism, in the presence of which sec- 
tional préjudice must coufess itself practically disarmed. My. Walthall makes no concealment of the 
fact that in times past illegal acts have been committed in connection with elections, nor does he claim that 
even now the elections in Mississippi are wholly free from“ reprehensible practices and lawless methods,” 
but he does insist, with a strenuousness borne out by the record, that the tendency is * away from violence, 
and toward tolerance and justice.” As evidence in support of this position, he produces the statement of Gov- 
ernor Lowry to the effect that during the past five years not a single instance is found in any of the seventy- 
four counties of the state, where anybody has been killed or injured on account of elections or politics. The 
senator’s main point is that under circumstances like these, with the reasons for Federal interference fast 
disappearing, if they ever existed, it would be the hight of unwisdom to resort to measures altogether 
at war with the situation and calculated to retard justead of advancing it. Nothing, he holds, can justify 
an arbitrary and dangerous interruption of the relations which now exist between the whites and blacks 
in the Southern section of the Union, nor can the difliculties of the race problem be worked out by iron 
rules. 

The Machiavellian proposition to enact laws which would crush out the Caucasian race 
in the Southern states owes its defeat largely to the reasoning powers of Senator Walthall 
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and his fellow-senator from Mississippi. The friends they made, in and out of congress, 
aided them in the battle, and won for General Walthall, among his own people, the title, 
the Corinthian Column, and for Senator George, the Gothic Pillar. The same sincerity, 
earnestness, promptness and ability which in 1863 and 1864 distinguished General Walthall, 
were not wanting in this emergency; for as he saved an army then, he saved half a nation 
now from the horror of legalized terrorism. 

In October, 1891, when it was rumored that General Walthall would retire from the 
senate, a distinguished Mississippian, high in the official circle of the United States, paid the 
following tribute to him: 

Mississippi ought not to tolerate fora moment the idea of acquiescing in the retirement of Senator 
Walthall, Of all the splendid men that she has ever presented to the nation, General Walthall is the one 
beyond all competition in moral purity, streneth of mind, heroism of soul,and commanding influence 
among men. | know that the expression of my admiration for General Walthall has been ascribed to the 
enthusiasin of friendship. But no. My friendship is only the effect, not the cause, of my estimate of his 
qualities of mind and heart. I can tell you in this private letter my sober opinion, that all that General 
Walthall lacks of being the first man in America is the highest official station in America. You know 
this is not said for political effect. I heard Gen. Joseph E. Johuston once say, “If the Confederate war 
had lasted two years longer General Walthall would have risen to the command of all the Confederate 


: 


armies.” This remark was elicited by one of my own in his presence, when T was asked who, amoung all 
the distinvuished men, [had known, excelled in strength of mind and moral force of character, I replied 
that, “in vigor of intellect, simplicity of character, and unwavering moral rectitude, 1 regarded Gencral 
Walthall as the greatest man I ever knew.” General Johnston then said, “I am not surprised to hear you 
say that,” adding what I have quoted above. 

This is simply the echo of Mississippi. The same sentiment prevails wherever his 
record is known and it is acknowledged by his political opponents in congress. 

For twenty years Edwin Smith Walton, Sardis, has been engaged in the insurance busi- 
ness in Panola county, Miss., and his principal business at the present time is adjusting fire 
losses for some of the best companies of tue world. His fine business acumen has peculiarly 
fitted him for his present occupation, and he has the reputation of being one of the best 
adjusters of fire losses in the South. Always cool and deliberate, he weighs all business 
propositions with care and discretion. He is another of the representative citizens of the 
county who owe their nativity to North Carolina, bis birth oceurring in Gates county on the 
3ist of March, 1833, audis the eldest of four children born to Benbury aud Aun K. (Mont- 
gomery) Walton, natives also of the Old North state. The father removed to La Grange, 
Tenn., in 1835, and from there, in 1850, to Oxford, Miss., for the purpose of educating his 
children. In 1854 he locatedin Panola county, Miss., aud there died in 1879, at the age of 
seventy-eight years. His wife had died in 1800. He was quite an extensive planter. The 
paternal grandparents, John B. and Esther (Roberts) Walton, were natives also of North 
Carolina, and the grandfather was of English descent. Edwin Smith Walton was reared in 
La Grange, Tenn., and Oxford, Miss., entering the university at the latter place in 1850, and 
graduating with the class of 1853. He remained with his father as manager of the planta- 
tion until the beginning of the war, when he entered the Confederate army, mustered in May, 
1861, into Pettus’ flying artillery, commauded by Capt. Alfred Hudson, with which he 
remained until the close of the war. However, after the battle of Belmont, the company was 
attached to Bowen’s brigade and called Hudson’s battery. After the battle of Shiloh, where 
Hudson was killed, this battery was commanded by Sweeney aud Mr. Walton, alternately, 
‘until the siege of Vicksburg, where Sweeney was killed and Mr. Walton badly wounded. — In 
the winter after thisengagement Mr. Walton was paroled and ordered to report to General Vor- 
rest at Como, Miss. He then took command of the company, and it bore his name until the close 
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of the war. He entered the ranks as a private, was promoted to a lieutenancy, which posi- 
tion he held until after the siege of Vicksburg, when his great ability as a commander was 
recognized and he was singled ont to fill important positions, in all of which he manifested 
great bravery and skill. He participated in all the battles of his army in Mississippi and 
Tennessee, including Fort Pillow, the burning of Johnsonville and the capture of the boats 
there, which was mainly conducted by Mr. Walton. He was in almost constant engage- 
ments from the time of his enlistment until the surrender at Gainesville, Ala. He then 
retnrned bome, resumed his work on the plantation which had been badly wrecked during the 
war, and in 1866 was married to Miss Fannie Shaw, a native of Tennessee and a daughter of 
Wiley and Eliza (Malone) Shaw, natives of Tennessee and North Carolina respectively. The 
result of this union has been one child, Lona, aged twelve years. In 1871 Mr. Walton 
came to Sardis, engaged inthe fire insurance business, but at the same time has continued to 
carry on his planting interests. He is the owner of about one thousand acres of land with 
six hundred acres under cultivation, and he has a neat residence in Sardis, erected in 1888. 
He-and Mrs. Walton are members of the Methodist church, and he has been steward in the 
same for about twenty-five years. Socially he is amember of the Masonic fraternity and the 
American Legion of Honor. He is cultured and refined, a zealous Christian, and is devoted 
to his family, sparing no pains to surround them with all the comforts in his power, but with 
no ostentation or show. He is generous almost to a fault, is liberal in his views and is char- 
itably inclined toward his fellowman. While he is ambitious to fill his mission in life and 
to do something and be somebody, he scorns the idea of being built on another’s downfall. 

J. T. Walton, planter, Acona, Miss., was born in Georgia, as were also his parents, J. 
B. and Mary (Moss) Walton. His birth occurred in 1831, and in 1836 his pareuts moved to 
Mississippi, settling near Lexington, where young Walton received the rudiments of an 
education. He subsequently entered the state university and remained there two years. 
On the 10th of September, 1853, he was wedded to Miss Thurman, who bore him six chil- 
dren: J. B. (died on the Ist of January, 1564), James D., Mattie T., H. W., L. A. and 
Johnnie M. Mr. Walton’s occupation has always been that of a planter, and his fine farm, 
consisting of five hundred acres with two hundred acres wider cultivation, is kept in 
excellent condition. He takes an active part in polities, but has never aspired for office, pre- 
ferring the quiet, steady life he is now following instead. In April, 1862, he enlisted in the 
Confederate service as a private and was taken prisoner at Lookout mountain. He was held 
in Rock Island prison for eighteen months and was then shipped to New Orleans, where he 
was released. He also took part in the battle of Murfreesboro. Returning home after the 
war he resumed his former occupation, which he has continued successfully up to the pres- 
ent time. His father was also a planter, took an active part in political affairs, but, like his 
son, never cared for office. The paternal grandfather, Benton Walton, was born in North 
Carolina but moved to Georgia and there passed the closing scenes of his life. His wife 
died in Mississippi. The maternal grandfather, John Moss, was a native Virginian and was 
a splendid specimen of manhood, standing six feet two inches and being well proportioned. 
His wife was a native of Georgia and in that state both passed the remainder of their days. 

Douglas Walworth needs no special introduction to the inhabitants of Adams county, 
Miss., for he was born here on the 14th of June, 1833, and is now the popular and 
well-known editor of the Denocrat, which is an admirably conducted and ably edited 
journal. He was the second child born to John P. and Sarah (Wren) Walworth, the former 
a native of New York and the latter of Illinois. The paternal grandfather, Judge John 
Walworth, of Cleveland, Olio, was born in Connecticut and was one of the first judges of the 
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Western reserve. He was a very prominent man of his day, and passed from life in Cleve- 
land. He was of English descent, his ancestors having come to America during colonial 
times. John P., Jr., father of the subject of this sketch, was educated in the state of New 
York, and in 1819 came to Mississippi, settling at Natchez, where he at once became a clerk 
in the postoftice, and after a time engaged in business for himselfas a merchant. About 1833 
he began planting extensively on land owned by him in Louisiana and Arkansas, but at the 
same time acted as president of the Planters’ bank of Natchez. He was one of the active 
spirits of his times and was popular, public-spirited and very prominent. At the time of his 
death, in 1883, he was a venerated and respected resident of Natchez. He was married to 
Miss Wren in 1827, she being a daughter of Woodster Wren, a native of Virginia, who came 
to Natchez about ——. Mr. Walworth was active in city improvement, was a man of wide 
experience.and extended knowledge, and through the long term of years that he resided in 
this region he was esteemed as one of its most valuable citizens. His widow, who still sur- 
vives him, is an earnest member of the Presbyterian church, and is in the enjoyment of good 
health. Douglas Walworth attended school in Natchez until 1851, when he entered Harvard 
college, where he remained two years, after which be was in Princeton college for one year. 
He was admitted to the bar of Jackson, Miss., in 1855, having pursued this study in the 
office of General Martin, of Natchez, and here he remained in the active practice of his pro. 
fession until the opening of the war. In 1859-60 he was elected by his numerous friends to 
the state legislature, and while a member of this body displayed mental qualities of a high 
order. At the opening of the war he assisted im raising the Light Guard battalion and was 
elected captain of company I, of the Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, and was sent to nortb- 
ern Virginia, where he served one year inthe infantry. * He was then transferred to General 
Martin’s staff as adjutant-general, and was in the battles of Thompson’s Station, Knoxville, 
Farmington, Chickamauga, and many smaller engagements. After his return from the war 
he resumed the practice of his profession, but also followed planting. He was first married 
in the month of January, 1856, to Miss Rebecca Conner, a daughter of William Conner, a 
member of a prominent old family of this county, but he was called upon to mourn her death 
in 1868, she leaving bim with one son and four daughters, all of whom are living. His sec- 
ond marriage took place in 1873, Miss Jeannette Haddermann, a daughter of Prof. Julius 
Haddermann, becoming his wife. She was reared principally in the city of Natchez, and here 
also received her education. She began a literary life when quite young, and her first book, 
Forgiven at Last, was issued in 1869, and was soon followed by Dead Men’s Shoes. She 
has produced many other books, all of which have become popular, and her magazine 
articles also show power and are very meritorious. After about eight years spent in Natchez 
Mr. Walworth moved to New York city, and during the four years that he resided there he 
was engaged in legal and editorial work. Since 1888 he has been a constant resident of 
Natchez, and has been the able editor of the Democrat. He also edited the Natchez Courier 
in 1868-9. The family are members of the Presbyterian church, and Mr. Walworth is a 
worthy member of Harmony lodge No. 1, of the A. F. & A. M. 

Augustus M. Wansley, Decatur, Miss., was bora in Klbert county, Ga., in 1823, and is 
a son of Thomas and Jemimah (Means) Wansley, natives of Albemarle county, Va., and 
Elbert county, Ga., respectively. He grew to maturity in the county of his birth, and 
received his education inthe common schools. In the days of the whig party he adhered to 
their principles, and cast his first vote for Henry Clay, when he was a candidate for president 
of the United States. Since the war, however, he has been an active democrat, energetically 
supporting all its measures, Jn 1853 he was married to Miss Theresa A. Harris, a native of 
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South Carolina, and a daughter of James S. Harris. In 1857 he located in Newton county, 
.Miss., near Decatur, and in 1867 he removed five miles north of Decatur. There he owns two 
hundred and eighty acres of land, one hundred of which he has placed in a high state of 
cultivation. In 1862 he enlisted in Captain Carleton’s company, and served in the fiyxht at 
Vicksburg, where he was captured; he was afterward paroled and came back home, but did 
not re-enlist. When the war closed he began planting again, and has been very prosperous. 
He has been prominently identified with the Masonic fraternity for thirty-five years, being a 
member of the lodge at Decatur. He and his wife are both members of the Methodist 
Vpiscopal Church South. Mr. Wansley’s farm is considered one of the most desirable in the 
county; it is the product of a long period of thought and labor, and is a satisfactory reward 
for all the effort that has been expended upon it. All his interests being agricultural he is 
naturally astrong Farmer's Alliance man, and is giving that body a hearty support. 

William F. Ward, the father of Dr. Benjamin J*. Ward, physician, Winona, Miss., was 
a native of South Carolina, and was of Irish parentage. He grew to manhood in his native 
state and was there married to Miss Martha Mecklin, also of Trish ancestry, and the daughter 
of Hugh Mecklin. Mr. Ward was one of the honest and successful yeomanry of his district 
aud state, where he passed his uneventful life, dying whea the Doctor was an infant. The 
Wards were nearly all members of the Presbyterian church, one of Mr. Ward’s brothers 
being a minister of that denomination, but he also had a brother a minister in the Methodist 
church. Dr. Benjamin F. Ward, the youngest of five sons and two daughters, was brought by 
his mother to Mississippi in 1546, after the death of the father, and she settled in Cherokee 
county. There the Doctor spent his youthful days and received a primary education in the 
private schools. The Doctor, however, is principally self.educated since reaching years of 
maturity. He went to Carroll county when a young man, taught school, and began the 
study of medicine. He took his first course of lectures in the University of Louisiana and 
his second course at Atlanta Medical college, from which he graduated in 1859. — After coin- 
pleting this course, the Doctor located in Carroll county, where he began the practice of his 
profession and this continued until the breaking out of the war. In 1861 he entered the 
Confederate service as a private, and soon after was promoted to the rankof surgeon and later 
brigade surgeon of Gen. Joseph R. Davis’ brigade. He was made a member of the army 
medical board of health, serving his battalion all through the campaigns of Virginia, Mary- 
land and Pennsylvania. He was taken prisoner at Gettysburg and held five months at Fort 
McHenry at Baltimore. After being exchanged he rejoined his battalion. He surrendered 
with General Lee at Appomattox. After the war he located at Winona, and has been actively 
and successfully engaged in his practice since. He keeps thoroughly posted in his pro- 
fession, is a correspondent for a number of popular medical journals, and he often lectures, 
not only in medical, but other colleges in Mississippi. His reputation as a speaker, writer 
and lecturer is quite extended and he is often solicited to lecture in other states. An article, 
written by the Doctor, and published in 1886, was quite extensively copied and commented 
on both North and South.. It was entitled the Old South, and was conceded to be a 
very able production. The Doctor is not only a physician and litterateur of prominence and 
ability, but isa man of excellent principles, and one who is held in the highest estimation by 
all whom he chances to meet. He is a member of the State Medieal association and the state 
board of health. Although never an aspirant for office, he takes quite an active and promi- 
nent part in politics and is a strong advocate of his party. He was married on the 3d of 
June, ISS6, to Miss Mary H. Hardeman, danghter of William Hardeman, of Tennessee 
in which state Mrs. Ward first saw the light of day. She was left an orphan when but an 
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infant, and was reared in Mississippi by an uncle. She and the Doctor are both members of 
the Presbyterian church. Their union has been blessed by the birth of four interesting 
children. 

Among the professional men of prominence in Leake county, Miss., stands the name 
of Dr. B. N. Ward, physician and surgeon, Carthage, Miss., who was born in Edgecomh 
district, N. C., on the 2d of February, 1829. His father, Needham Ward, who was also a 
native of that state, grew to manhood and was married there to Miss Sallie Beaman, a 
daughter of Noah Beaman, who was also a native of the Old North state. Mr. Ward 
removed to Mississippi about 1833, settled in Noxubee county, and there followed farming 
for several years. In 1856 he moved to Leake county and continued his former occupation 
there until his death in 1858S. His wife survived him until 1872. Their family consisted 
of three children, one of whom is deceased and only one besides our subject now surviving— 
Mrs. Martha Susan Smythe, a widow. Dr. Ward passed the first years of his life in Noxubee 
county, received a good education in the University of Alabama, and then studied medicine 
in Noxubee-county. Later he attended lectures at the Medical College of the State of South 
Carolina, located in Charleston, graduating in the class of 1851. After this he located at 
Macon, where he engaged in the practice of his profession for about a year, and then 
removed to Winston county, Miss., where he remained till 1854, and in 1856. settled in 
Carthage, Miss. His sympathies were with the South, and he enlisted in the Confederate 
army in 1862, fortieth Mississippi infantry, as a private. He was soon promoted to regi- 
mental surgeon and served in that capacity until the close of the war. He served as 
brigade surgeon on the staff of General Featherston during the Georgia campaign. After 
cessation of hostilities the Doctor returned to Leake county, where be had located in 1856, and 
resumed the practice of his profession, and in 1858S he took a supplemental course at 
Tulane Medical college, New Orleans. Since that time the Doctor has practiced in Leake 
county, and has met with flattering success. In connection with his practice he has been 
engaged in merchandising, and is one of the largest merchants of the county. He is also 
the owner of a fine drug store. The Doctor is the chief health officer of Leake county. 
He is democratic in his political views and takes quite an active part in local polities. 
He has served as a delegate to numerous conventions, but is not an aspirant to office. He 
was married on the 18th of May, 1866, to Mrs. Caroline Sharkey, a native of Tennessee, and 
the daughter of Dr. James Dismukes. Mrs. Ward was reared and educated in Mississippi, 
and died here on the 19th of June, 188+, leaving three children: Benjamin N., a graduate 
of the University of Alabama, who after taking one course of lectures in the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Virginia will complete his medical education in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, New York; Sallie Agnes, wife of Dr. Frank D. Smythe, of 
Kosciusko, Miss., who is a young surgeon of tine promise; and Mattie C.,a young lady now 
attending college. Dr. Ward is well read and posted on all subjects relating to the med 
ical profession, and is a superior business man. 

Enoch J. Ward, druggist, of Ellisville, Miss. This gentleman was born in Marion 
county, S. C., August 14, 1860. His parents were Mnoch B. and Elizabeth J. (Gaddy) 
Ward, natives of Robertson county, N. C. They were married in South Carolina and sub- 
sequently returned to Robertson county, N. C., where they now live. They were the parents 
of eight children: Elizabeth K., Susan J., Wnoch J., John W., Florence L., Katie P., Homer 
B. and Annie B. Enoch J. was edueated in the public schools of Moore county, N. C., and 
afterward engaged in the drug and general merchandising business with his father and 
brother, at Rowland, N. C., for a number of years. Ip 1850 he began business for himself near 
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that place, which he continued with considerable success until February, 1886, when he came to 
Ellisville and became a:member of the drug firm of Peacock & Ward, Dr. W. M. Peacock 
being his partner until 1887, when Mr. Ward acquired his partner’s interest and admitted 
J. J. Malady to a partnership in the enterprise. In November, 1888, he bought Mr. Malady’s 
interest, and has since been sole proprietor. His drug store is the largest in the town, and 
he has the reputation of being the ablest and most reliable druggist in the county. Polite 
and accommodating, he has won the esteem of all, and his devotion to his business is such 
that it absorbs all of his time and energy. He was married at Meridian, Miss., January 25, 
1887, to Miss Mollie V. McClain, a daughter of Col. Robert MeClain (deceased), a biograph- 
ical sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. Mrs. Ward was born in Enterprise, 
Miss., June 13, 1861, and is a highly accomplished and most popular lady. She has borne 
her husband two children: Edmund J., March 29, 1889, and Laura, September 11, 1890. 
Mr. Ward’s interest in E}lisville is great, and since his residence here he has done his full 
share toward its development and improvement. In-IS90 he was elected a member of the 
board of aldermen of the town, and as such served to the entire satisfaction of- his fellow- 
citizens until the expiration of his term of office. Mr. and Mrs. Ward are members of the 
Presbyterian church, and contribute liberally toward the support of its several interests, 
doing so with great heartiness and an earnest desire to do their share in helping to make the 
world better. . 

George V. Ward is justly conceded to hold an enviable position among the successful 
planters of Washington county, and the admirable state of cultivation of his land has been 
brought about by his own earnest efforts, for although at the close of the war he was the 
owner of some real estate he had no means of working it, for all his slaves were freed and 
other help was next to an impossibility to obtain. With undaunted energy he commenced to 
build a home out of the wreck of his fortunes and now has a landed estate amounting to 
eight hundred acres, four hundred of which are under cultivation. His present residence, 
worth $12,000, was only saved from being swept away by the river (the land at that point 
caving in in an alarming manner) by razing it to the ground and moving it to another site. 
Mr. Ward was born in Scott county, Ky., April 25, 1832, the third of nine children born to 
Junius R. and Matilda (Vila) Ward, who were also born in that state. The father came to 
the state of Mississippi when quite a young man and located at Natchez, where he engaged 
in merchandising. In 1828 he purchased some land on Lake Washington, and until his 
demise, in 1586, followed the calling of a planter. He was for some time a member of what 
is now called the board of supervisors, and in other ways identified himself with every worthy 
interest of the county. His father, William Ward, was born in Maryland and for a number 
of years was Indian agent to Mississippi for the Choctaw nation. George V. Ward was 
reared in Kentucky and received his edueation in the Western Military institute at George- 
town, one of his instructors being Hon. James G. Blaine. After giving lis attention to his 
father’s business for a number of years he began doing for himself at the age of twenty-five 
years, and has since been one of the leading planters of Washington county. In 1807 he 
was married to Miss Maria L. Williams, a native of Kentucky and a daughter of Minor and 
Mary C. (Viley) Williams, who were also Kentuckians. To Mr. Ward and his wife two 
children have been born: James W. and Junius R., Jr. Mar. Ward is a member of an old 
Kentucky family, but came to Mississippi when a boy, and has ever since made his home in 
this state, where he is highly esteemed and respected. (For further particulars of the Vileys 
see sketch of Merritt Williams.) Mr. Ward is of a social temperament and is a very agree- 


able and pleasant gentleman to meet. 
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Junius R. Ward, planter, Erwin, owes his nativity to Washington county, Miss., his 
birth having occurred on the lake in 1844, and is the sixth child born to Junins R. and 
Matilda (Vila) Ward, the parents originally from the bluegrass regions of Kentucky. The 
father was perhaps the earliest settler on the lake, having located there about 1S26, and 
began farming on avery extensive scale, becoming the owner of a magnificent plantation. 
He passed his summers in Kentucky, but returned to Washington county, Miss., to pass the 
winter months. He opened up several other places and became prominently identified with 
the agricultural interests of the county. He and wife both died in the year ISSI. They 
were of representative families of Kentucky and were upright, honorable citizens. Junius 
Rt. Ward was reared in Kentucky, educated in the schools of that state and at the breaking 
out of the war enlisted in company B, Second Kentucky regiment, under Captain Breckin- 
ridge. He was in the bloody battle of Shiloh, in Morgan’s command, with whom he 
remained for a year and a half. He then returned to his home in Mississippi and there 
remained until 1865, when he went to Kentucky. Shortly afterward he again returned to 
Mississippi and began planting for himself. In 1879 Mr. Ward bought his present plan- 
tation, consisting of six hundred acres, with two hundred acres under cultivation, and is one 
of the progressive men of the county. He is single and resides quietly at home. 

Zack Wardlaw is one of the progressive and leading citizens of Hinds county, Miss., but 
was born in Warren county, of this state, December 22, 1844, the eldest of tive children born 
to Zack Wardlaw, Sr., and his second wife, Falba L., who was the widow of a Mr. Wilkins, 
and the daughter of Thomas 8. Moore, a native of Alabama. Mr. Wardiaw, Sr., was a 
native of Alabama, born in 1804, and devoted his life to agriculture. Although he com- 
menced life with no means, he was industrious, thrifty and painstaking, and prior to his 
death, which occurred in 1854, he had accumulated a comfortable competency. He was a 
great admirer of fine horses and always had some blooded stock about him. He was of a 
modest and unassuming demeanor, and at the time of his death he was an earnest member 
of the Baptist church, in which he had been deacon for a number of years. He was descended 
from an old and well-known Scotch family, his ancestor in America having come here with 
two brothers and settled in South Carolina, in which state some of his descendants. became 
eminent. Among these may be mentioned Judge L. Wardlaw, who was supreme judge of 
Sonth Carolina for some time. Zack Wardlaw, the subject of this sketch, was educated in 
Hinds county, whither his father moved from Warren county, and here he began attending 
the common schools, but his education was ent short by the opening of the war. With the 
enthusiasm of youth he espoused the cause of the Confederacy, enlisting as a private in coin- 
pany B, Twenty-second Mississippi regiment, and served faithfully and well until the last 
gun was fired. At the battle of Shiloh he received quite a severe wound, which confined 
him to the hospital for some thirty days. He rejoined his command at Vicksburg, partici- 
pating in the marine siege of that place, after which he was at Raton Rouge, a.. Deer 
Creek, Baker's Creek, Jackson, Corinth, the Tennessee campaign and the Georgia campaign, 
during which time he was in almost constant service. He surrendered at Greensboro, N. C., 
and, walking about eight hundred miles, reached home on the Sth of May, 1865. He soon 
after began teaching school, but at the end of three months he gave it up to enter a commer- 
cial college at New Orleans, La., graduating in 1566. Jor a short time thereafter he fol- 
lowed the calling of a bookkeeper, then went to Memphis, Tenn., and engaged inthe tobacco 
and cigar business, and also kept a restaurant for a short time. He then returned to Hinds 
county, Miss., and here was married, in 1871, to Miss Laura A. Cook, a native of Missis 
sippi, and a daughter of M. L. and Jenett (Scott) Cook, both natives of North Carolina, To 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wardlaw three children have been born: Falba J., Mary J. and Zack, Jr. 
After his marriage Mr. Wardlaw farmed exclusively for ten years, but in 1882 also engaged 
in general merchandising in Utica, which calling he has continued with excellent success. 
He does an annual business of about $25,000, and has real estate to the amount of eight 
hundred acres, of which five hundred acres are under cultivation. In 1886 Mr. Wardlaw 
erected a handsome residence, and in this lovely and ideal Southern home he and his wife 
dispense a generous and free-hearted hospitality. He is a very congenial and agreeable 
companion, and he, as well as his wife, is highly esteemed in social circles. He has always 
believed that what is worth doing at all is worth doing well, and in the different enterprises 
in which he is engaged no department of his work has been neglected. He also owns some 
valuable real estate in Chattanooga, Tenn. He and his wife are members of the Baptist 
church, in which he is deacon, and socially he belongs to the A. F. & A. M., the Good Tem- 
plars, the A. L. of H., and the K. of P. 

D. Cameron Warren, M. D. The profession of the physician is one which operates 
effectively in time of need in arresting and alleviating the most acute pains and ailments to 
which the human body is heir, and therefore deserves the most appreciative consideration on 
the part of the public. In this profession the gratitude of hundreds is due to the skill and 
talent of Dr. Warren, who is deservedly ranked among the leading practitioners of the heal- 
ing art in Jefferson county. The Doctor is a native Mississippian, and was born in the 
county in which he is now residing on the 6th of February, 1851, his parents being J. J. 
and Sarah J. (Cameron) Warren, the former being born and reared in Windham county.,Vt., 
and the latter a native of Jefferson county, Miss. After reaching his majority, J. J. Warren 
determined to seek his fortune elsewhere than in his native state, and finally found himself 
in the state of Mississippi, and, being pleased with this section, settled in Jefferson county, 
where he met and married Miss Cameron, a daughter of Archibald Cameron, a pioneer 
planter of this county. He soon after opened up a farm in this county, and for a period 
of forty years was one of the honest sons of the soil of this region. He and his worthy 
wife, though quite aged, are still living, and make their home in Franklin county, where 
they are surrounded by everything to make their declining years comfortable and easy. To 
them a family of five sons and eight daughters were born, of whom two sons and seven 
daughters are living: Kugene, a farmer of Franklin county; Dr. D. Cameron; Mrs. F. M. 
MeNair, of Fayette; Mrs. B. D. Knapp, of Harriston; Mrs. A. L. Torrey, of Hermanville; 
Mrs. W. A. Newman, of McNair; Mrs. E. M. Williams, of Meadeville; EK. J.; M. L., a 
teacher at Harriston; and Marquis D., who grew to mature years, married, and moyed to 
Texas, where he died. The other children died in early childhood. Dr. D. Cameron 
Warren grew to manhood in Jefferson county, and spent his youth in attending the com- 
mon and high schools and in learning the intricacies of farm work. After attaining a 
suitable age, and always having had a desire for the medical profession, he began studying 
with Dr. McNair, of Fayette, a sketch of whom appears in this volume. In the winter of 
1873-4 he took his first course of lectures at Tulane university, of Lonisiana, to which 
institution he returned the two following winters, taking three courses of lectures, and 
graduating from the institution in March, 1876. He soon after took up his location where 
he now resides, and has since devoted his time and attention to attending to the bodily 
wants of his fellowman. In this calling his efforts have been blessed with success, and 
he now has all the practice that he can give proper attention to. He was married in the 
month of March, 1871, to Miss Mary I. Torrey, a daughter of R. D. Torrey, of oue of the 
oldest aud best known families of Jefferson county (see sketch of John Torrey). Dr. and 
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Mrs. Warren have four children: Mary, Lucy, Lottie and George. The Doctor, his wife, 
and their eldest daughter are worthy members of the Presbyterian church, and socially he 
belongs to the K. & L. of H., and is examining physician for the lodge at Union Church. 
Dr. Warren bas a pleasant country home, a place he settled and improved, it being situated 
abont two miles from Union Church. 

Dr. N. B. Warren, Marietta, Miss., is one of Prentiss county’s most trustworthy physi- 
cians, and as he has ever had a liberal share of public favor, it is one of the best proofs of 
his skill and care. He was born in Alabama on the 10th of April, 1834, and is next to the 
youngest of twelve children born to John S. and Sarah (Robinson) Warren, the father a 
native of Kentucky and the mother of South Carolina. Jobn S. Warren was married twice; 
first in Kentucky to Miss Gentry. who bore him seven children —three sons and four daugh- 
ters. He resided in the Blue Grass state for several years, and there his tirst wife died. 
His next marriage was to Miss Robinson, their nuptials being celebrated in Tennessee. 
Twelve children were the fruits of this union, Mr. Warren being the father of nineteen chil- 
dren in all. He was a farmer by occupation, and after removing from Tennessee to Alabama 
engaged in the stock business for several years. From there he removed to Itawamba 
county, Miss., located near Fulton, the county seat, and there bought a large tract of land. 
He engaged extensively in farming and stockraising, selling a great many horses and cattle, 
and also ran a distillery on his farm. He was one of the pioneer settlers, and was held high 
in the estimation of all who knew him as an honorable, high-minded citizen. He never 
aspired to any official positions, and was a consistent member of the Primitive Baptist 
church. His death occurred in Itawamba county in 1868. His wife is still living, and is in 
her eighty-seventh year. There are now only six of the nineteen children living. Dr. 
Warren began working for himself when fifteen years of age, and engaged with the firm of 
Rhynic Brothers, of Fulton, Miss., to peddle dry goods and notions. He followed that part 
of a year, and afterward began teaching school and going to schoo! at intervals until he had 
aequired a fair English education. He was educated mainly at the Euclid academy, in Tish- 
omingo county, Miss. In the fall of 1554 he began reading medicine, and in 1855 entered 
the oftice of Dr. Choate in Tishomingo county, with whom he remained one year. In 1856 
he entered the Louisville Medical university, took only one course, and then returned home, 
beginning to practice near Fulton. The following year he went back, took another course, 
and again returned to his practice, locating at NRyanswell, in the same county, where he 
continued to practice for four years. In 1860 he returned to Louisville, took another course, 
and graduated in the spring of 1861. He again resumed his practice at Ryanswell, and 
remained there until April, 1891, when he removed to Marietta, Prentiss county, where he 
is now located. He has an extensive practice and is doing well. He was exempt from 
service in the army on account of being a cripple, and during that stirring period remained 
at home and kept up his practice, being the only physician for many miles around. He had 
frequently to make visits thirty and forty miles away. The Doctor has never married, but 
has two adopted sons, Robert J. and George B. Warren, whom he reared from infaney. 
The former is twenty-four years of age, and is a farmer by occupation. He was educated at 
Fulton, Miss. ‘Lhe latter is sixteen years of age, and was educated at Oakland Normal insti- 
tute. Dr. Warren is one of the directors of Oakland Normal institute. He has never 
aspired to official positions of any kind, but devotes his entire time to his practice and his 
farming interests. He isa large landowner, having nearly twenty thousand acres, embrac- 
ing several farms in Itawamba, Tishomingo and Prentiss counties. he Doctor was engaged 


in the drug business at Iuka for one year, also engaged in the same business at Fulton for 
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two years, and was in partnership with George B. Walker in general merchandising at 
Walker’s Bridge for seven years. He sold that out in 1872 and bought an interest in the 
dry goods business at Pleasanton, continuing there for two years. He was appointed admin- 
istrator of his father’s estate in 1863, and in 1870 he was appointed administrator of the 
estate of his brother. The Doctor is acknowledged by the medical profession as a physician 
of ability and prominence, and as a citizen he is esteemed and honored by all. He has been 
a member of the Masonie fraternity since June, 1857, and an able supporter of schools, 
churches, ete. 

J. W. Waterer, Free Run, has been a lifelong resident of Yazoo county, Miss., where 
he first saw the light of day November 8, 1S48. He is the eldest of the three children born 
to Needham and Louise (McCormack) Waterer. The father was a native of Twiggs county, 
Ga., and there grew to manhood. At the age of tiventy-one vears he left kith and kin, and 
rode seven hundred miles through a comparatively wild country, inhabited by Indians, until 
he came to Yazoo county, Miss. He decided to tarry here a while and finally settled near 
Free Run, where be was employed as an overseer. At the breaking out of the Civil war he 
owned fifteen slaves and fifteen hundred acres of land. He was married in 1546 to Miss 
Louise McCormack, and by this union three children were born, only one of whom grew 
to maturity. Mrs. Waterer died in 1852, and after some time he was again married, his 
second wife being Miss Amanda McCormack, a sister to the first wife. Six children were 
born to them, tive of whom lived to be grown: Needham C., of Texas; Heibunia, wife of Henry 
Gorden; S. F., a planter of this county; Virginia L.; and H. Y., a farmer of Holmes county. 
The father died in August, 1873, at the age of fifty-six years. He was a man of many 
sterling qualities, and by his industry and economy made a success of life. The subject of 
this notice, J. W. Waterer, grew up surrounded by the industry of husbandry, and early 
received a bent in this direction. At the tender age of fifteen years he entered the Confederate 
service in Capt. Ed. Berry’s company of cavalry, and gallantly lent his aid in the defense 
of the Southern cause. After the surrender, in 1865, he went into agriculture, which he 
followed until 1888. During four years of this time he was assessor of the county. His next 
business venture was in the mercantile trade, in partnership with the Hon. D. Bunch, of Benton. 
He now has the entire business in his own name, carrying a stock of $2,500, and doing an annual 
business of $10,000. He owns a well-improved plantation of six hundred acres in addition to his 
mercantile interests. Myr. Waterer was wedded, in 1869, to Miss Ella Reed, daughter of J. H. 
and A. L. (Hurst) Reed, prominent early settlers of Mississippi. Four children have been born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Waterer who lived to maturity, and four died in infancy. Those living are, Nellie 
L., Lizzie, Fannie and J. B. Mrs. Waterer passed from this life September 14, 1590, 
lamented by her family and a large circle of friends. She was an estimable Christian 
wowan, and a devoted member of the Baptist church. Mr. Waterer is a member of the 
Free Run lodge No. 2004, Knights of Honor. He is one of Yazoo's enterprising, progressive 
citizens, and has always contributed tothe support of all public movements that have been of 
general benefit. 

Dr. Benjamin D. Watkins, physician and surgeon for the state and the city Charity 
hospital at Natchez, and a general practitioner, was born in Natchez in 1562, and is the son 
of Rey. William H. Watkins, D. D. The elder Watkins was born in Jefferson county, Miss., 
in 1815, was educated for the ministry (Methodist), and for a number of years was president 
of Centenary college at Jackson, La., a Methodist institution, and was afterward in the New 
Orleans conference. While in that city he met and married Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson, nee 
Jones, who was a native of Liverpool, Mngland, born in ISLS, where she had married her first 
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husband, who was a ship captain. Mrs. Watkins is still living and makes her home among 
her childrep. She is an excellent lady and a devont Methodist. After leaving New Orleans 
Mr. Watkius was placed on the Mississippi conference, aud was stationed at Natchez, Wood- 
ville, Jackson and Vicksburg, continuing in the ministry with unabated success until his 
death in ISS1. His father, Asa Watkins, was born in Jetferson county, Ga., in 1777, and 
at a very early day came to Mississippi, locating in Jefferson county, where his death occurred 
in 1840. He was a planter by occupation and a pronounced Baptist in his religions belief. 
Dr. Benjamin D. Watkins is the youngest of six sons and five daughters, six of whom are 
living, born to his parents. They are named as follows: Dr. William H., a successful 
physician and surgeon of New Orleans; Thomas H., a planter of Louisiana; Dr. John M., a 
physician of New Orleans; Rey. Alex. F., a prominent divine of Jackson and agent for a 
college, and Olive B. Dr. Benjamin D. Watkins was educated at Centenary college, La., 
and then, afer a three years’ course, graduated from the medical department of Tulane 
university at Baton Rouge, La., in the meantime spending a portion of two years in the 
Charity hospital, New Orleans. After finishing his course he at once located in the city of. 
Natchez, where he already ranks among the foremost of his profession. He has an extensive 
and lucrative practice. He is a prominent member of Harmony lodge No. 1, A. F. & A. M., 
and also of Natchez lodge No. 3, of Knights of Pythias. He selected Miss Hloise Reimer, a 
native of Natchez, as his life companion and their nuptials were celebrated in June, 1589. 
She is the daughter of Daniel and Minnie Reimer, early settlers of Natchez, where Mr. 
Reimer died a number of years ago. He was a planter. Mrs. Watkins is an earnest and 
active member of the Methodist church. Dr. Watkins is a publie-spirited citizen and stands 
high in his profession and in social circles. He was pension examiner for about two years 
under the Cleveland administration. 

Erskine Watkins, merchant, of Jackson, Miss. In giving a history of Hinds county, Miss., 
the name of Mr. Watkins deserves honorable mention, for he has always been industrious aud 
public spirited, and has ever aided enterprises which tend to the interests of his city and section. 
He was born in Huntsville, Ala., on the Sth of November, 1838, the fourth of six children born to 
Dr. Miles 8. and Sallie D. (Shelby) Watkins, the former a native of Virginian and the latter of 
Tennessee. Dr. Watkins was brought up in the state of his birth, but about 1820 removed to 
Alabama, and, having graduated from the Jefferson Medical college, of Philadelphia, Penn., he 
practiced his profession in Huntsville until 1S50, when he removed to Mississippi, taking up 
his abode near the city of Jackson, where be engaged in planting until the opening of the war. 


oD te) 


During the great conflict between the North and South all his property was swept away, after 
which he lived a retired life, until his death, in 1866, at the age of seventy-five years. He lived 
the life of a true Christian, having for many years been a member of the Presbyterian church 
and an elder in the same, and although not an aspirant for political favors, be was very 
public-spivited and a very prominent man of the county. He was very successful in business 
until the war swept his accumulations away, possessed decided literary tastes, being an 
omnivorous reader, and was a graduate of Hampton Sidney college, of Virginia. He was a 
model] husband and father, was devoted to his children and gave them all good advantages. 
He was a true and tried soldier of the War of IS12, and in every respect ranked among the 
highest civilians. He was of Scotch descent, and a nephew of his, Benjamin Watkins Leigh, 
was one of the ablest men of his times. Erskine Watkins has been a resident of Mississippi 
since his twelfth year, but the most of his education was obtained in Huntsville, Ala. He 
left school at the age of sixteen years to enter a general mereantile store in Jackson, and 
from 1500 to 1561 he was with the firm of Fearn & Putnam. Upon the opening of the Civil 
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war he enlisted in company K, HKighteenth Mississippi regiment (which was the second or 
third regiment organized in the state), as lieutenant of his company and served until the last 
gun was fired, and made an enviable record as a brave and faithful soldier. He took part 
in the first battle of Bull Run, the first battle of Manassas, and was afterward transferred 
to company I, Thirty-ninth Mississippi, with which he remained until captured at Port 
Hudson. He was a participant in the bluody battles of Vicksburg, Corinth and Baton 
Rouge. He was severely wounded in the engagement at Corinth, and was disabled for over 
three months. He was captured at Port Hudson and kept as a prisoner of war until the 
surrender of General Lee, after which he was released and returned to his home. He soon 
after opened a mercantile establishment, and to this calling has industriously devoted his 
attention ever since. He is the sole proprietor of the house of IZ. Watkins, which is the largest 
hardware establishment of Jackson, and does an annual business of $50,000. In every 
respect he has shown that he is a man of discrimination and judgment, and his upright and. 
honorable business career is a worthy example to the rising generation. He has always 
endeavored to follow the teachings of the golden rule and his many admirable qualities of 
heart and head, and his kindly, courteous and pleasing manners, make him an agreeable and 
desired companion, and one who holds an enviable position in the religious and social circles 
of Jackson. He is extremely public-spirited, and to aid in the improvement of his section 
and to assist and encourage worthy enterprises, he gives generously of his means. He has 
been a member of the board of aldermen for some years, in which position he has used his 
influence for justice and right, and for the good of the city. In addition to managing his 
hardware establishment, he also successfully conducts a fine plantation of one thousand 
acres, and thus finds that his time is fully and profitably occupied. Besides his fine store 
building he owns a beautiful residence in Jackson, which be erected in 1881, and here he 
and his intelligent and amiable wife dispense a generous and free-hearted hospitality. In 
1875 he was united in marriage to Miss Alice Petrie, a native of Jackson, Miss., and a 
daughter of Lemuel W. and Rosa (Farrar) Petrie, the former a native of Maine and the 
latter of Virginia. To Mr. Watkins and his wife three children have been born: Rosa F., 
Marian 8S. and Alice P., all of whom are at home. Mr. Watkins and his wife are worthy 
members of the Presbyterian church. 

Jesse Watkins (deceased) was originally from North Carolina, his birth occurring in Rich- 
mond county in 1813, and he there grew to maturity, receiving acommon-school education. He 
was early trained to the duties of farm life, and it was but natural perhaps that that should be 
his chosen vocation when starting out for himself. He was married in 1835 to Miss Sarah A. 
Morgan, daughter of Richard and Annie (Ewell) Morgan, natives of Virginia and Maryland 
respectively. Vo Mr. and Mrs. Watkins were born four children, three of whom are still 
living: James, Mary A., (wife of M. A. Cooper, of Neshoba county, Miss.) and Edmond (who 
is a prominent business man of Chattanooga, Tenn.) Mr. Watkins eame with his family to 
Neshoba county, Miss., in 1849, located in the woods aud on the exact spot where the old 
home now stands. He began opening up land, and in the short space of two years he had a 
good farm cpened and was making considerable money. At the breaking out of the war he 
owned about two thousand acres of land and about twenty-five slaves. He thought slavery 
wrong, and when he had to give up those belonging to him he never lamented the loss. He 
opposed the ordinance of secession, but when the die was cast went with his people. He 
was an old-line whig in polities, but although active he never sought oflice and never allowed 
his name to come before the people. He died in 1550, after having lived a useful and Chris- 
tian life. His son, James Watkins, was born in Richmond county, N. C., in 1836, and 
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removed with his parents to Neshoba county, Miss., at the age of thirteen years. Here he 
labored on his father’s farm, and was educated in what was then known as Carolina academy, 
near his father’s home. In 1857 he was married to Miss Martha, daughter of Jones Brant- 
ley, a native of Georgia, but who came to Mississippi in 1855. The fruits of this union were 
five children, four of whom are still living. In 1861, when the war between the two sections 
broke out, Mr. Watkins enlisted in company K, Fifth Mississippi regiment, and served until 
the close. He was in the battle of Pensacola, Fla., Farmington, Miss., and Chickamauga, 
where he was wounded in the arm and prevented from further service. Returning bome 
after the war Mr. Watkins followed farming and in 1867 moved to Meridian, where he opened 
a general merchandising store. He was burned out in 1868, after which he returned to the 
farm, where he has since remained. He owns immense tracts of Jand, between ten and fifteen 
thousand acres, and is the largest landowner in the county. He is a devout, religious man, 
and one who gives his liberal support to every worthy enterprise. He believes in educating 
the young, and puts this into practice by giving all his children liberal educational advantages. 
He has the good will and esteem of all who know him. He is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity. Mr. Watkins’ paternal grandfather, Israel Watkins, was probably a native of 
the Old Dominion, but located in North Carolina when young. He was an active Revolu- 
tionary soldier and served his country well. The maternal grandfather, Richard Morgan, 
was also a soldier in the Revolution. 

Among the prominent farmers of Copiah county is William A. Watkins, who resides 
near the eastern border of the county, on the Pearl river, on the plantation upon which he 
was born in 1838. He is the son of Henry and Anna Watkins. His father was born in 
South Carolina, May 4, 1802, a son of William and Sarah Watkins, both natives of that 
state. In 1822, after the death of his father, Henry Watkins came to Mississippi with his 
mother. After a few years devoted to planting interests, he was appointed warden of the 
state penitentiary, at Jackson. Miss., which position he held for eleven years. Upon bis 
retirement be purchased a farm in Copiah county, upon which be located and lived till his 
death, which occurred February, 1878. He was married in 1836 to Mrs. Anna (Carter) 
Young, a daughter of Burrel and ———Carter, of Pike county, Miss. To this couple was 
born one child, a son, William A., the subject of this sketch. Mr. Watkins was prominent 
in the Masonic order. William A. Watkins began life for himself at the age of twenty-one 
as a farmer, which vocation he now follows, owning the farm upon which he first started 
out for himself, and upon which he has lived during that whole period, except two years, 
when he was merchandising in Brookhaven. He was married in 1850 to Margaret Conn, a 
daughter of Matthew and Ada Conn, of Copiah county. They had two children, Benjamin 
A. and Nannie, wife of Francis Barlow. In 1861 Mr. Watkins enlisted in Gray’s battalion 
for the Confederate service, but soon after joined company K, of the Twentieth Mississippi 
infantry, with which he served until the close of the war. He is a member of Charles 
Scott lodge No. 136, A. F. & A. M. Mr. Watkins, although well advanced in life, is well 
preserved, and though somewhat stout is quite active. He is rather tall, quite erect, with 
clear blue eyes and gray hair, and a long gray beard, presenting an appearance no less striking 
than pleasing. His business reputation is of the highest character, and the esteem in which 
he is held by his fellow-citizens would be flattering if it were not deserved, 

Dr. W. W. Watkins, physician and planter, is well known in Monroe county, where he 
was born in 1549, the son of Bryant and Susan (Whitfield) Watkins, the former of whom was 
born in Dublin county, and the latter in Wayne county, N. C. They came to Monroe county 
in 1837, where they were married and passed the remainder of their lives. Mr. Watkins 
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died in 1852, his wife in 1878. They were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South for many years, and Mr. Watkins was an Odd Fellow. The grandfather of our sub- 
ject was John Watkins, supposed to have been born in North Carolina, where he lived till he 
came to Monroe county, in 1537, becoming a well-to-do planter, and dying in what is now 
Clay county, in 1866. He was of Welsh descent, his family consisting of seven sons and six 
daughters, two sons and one daughter of whom are living. Several of his sons, and quite 
a number of his grandsons, did service for the Confederacy in the Civil war. His maternal 
grandfather, Hatch Whittield, was born in North Carolina, and in 1835 also came to Mon- 
roe county, settling near Aberdeen. He engaged in planting with considerable success, 
and died in 1883. He will long be remembered as being a veteran of the War of 
1812, during which he served under General Jackson, at New Orleans. He was of English 
descent, but thoroughly American in his ideas, and active in all matters of public impor- 
tance. He was twice married, and had ten children, nine of them by his first wife. Mr. 
Watkins’ mother was married, a second time, to D. Wiley Howe, now deceased. Our subject 
was the third of three sons and one daughter, named as follows: Amelia, who became the 
wife of Mason Cummings, now deceased, dying in 1858; John H., a planter who served 
during the war in Lander’s battalion of Ferguson’s brigade, and died in Lauderdale county 
in 1882; William W.; Bryant Y., a planter of Monroe county, who died in 1890. Mr. Wat- 
kins obtained a common-schoo] education, but became a practical planter on his own account 
at the age of nineteen, continuing that business till 1870, when he began studying medicine 
with Dr. Thomas B. Elkin, graduating in March, 1572, from the Tulane university at New 
Orleans. He practiced afterward in the vicinity of his birth, for seventeen years, when he 
relinquished the active duties of his profession and again turned his attention to planting, 
with which he combined the merchandise business, being a member of the firm of Mitchell 
& Watkins, of Aberdeen. He owns two thousand two hundred and forty acres of land in 
Monroe county, as well as several other valuable tracts of prairie land in Clay and Monroe 
counties, aggregating about six thousand acres. He was married in 1873 to Miss Anna, a 
daughter of Benjamin and Anna Knowles, who were born, reared and married in Rhode 
Island, and came from there to Monroe county about 1830, where Mr. Knowles died, in 
1866, and his wife in 1869. He was a merchant, and both he and his wife were members of 
the Christian church. They had two daughters and one son. One of the daughters was 
Mrs. Watkins, who was born in Monroe county, but received her education at Wilbraham, 
Mass. She has five children. During the last four years the family have resided in Aber- 
deen. Dr. Watkins 1s of an old and highly respected family. He is known as a successful 
business man, and is perhaps the largest single planter in Monroe county, one thousand eight 
hundred acres of his land being cleared. It 1s crossed by both the main line and the Aber- 
deen branch of the Mobile & Ohio railroad. He gives this place bis personal supervision, 
and under his superb management it is one of the most productive plantations in the whole 
of Monroe county. 

Maj. Augustus C. Watson. In the preparation of this brief outline of the life history of 
one of the most cultured and honorable men who has ever made his home in Jefferson county, 
facts appear which are greatly to his credit. His intelligence, enterprise and integrity, 
and many estimable qualities, have acquired for him a popularity not derived from any ficti-- 
tious circumstances, but are a permanent and spontaneous tribute to his merit. [nu the space 
allotted in this sketch if is impossible to mention in detail all the services he has rendered to 
his wuch-loved South, but they are of much interest and show that he has always been ready 
to identify himself with what be considered justice and right. He was born in the county ia 
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g, on the 14th of July, 1825, but his father, James H. Watson, was 
born in the Old North state, and, after making lis home in that state until he was a young 


which he is now residing 


man, he determined to devote his energies to the accumulation of a competency in a different 
state, and the year 177) found him in what is now Jefferson county, Miss. He was a man 
who possessed intelligence of a high order, and upon the large and valuable plantation which 
he opened near Rodney, be brought all bis native intelligence and knowledge of agriculture 
to bear, and, as a natural result, became wealthy. He was called from life in 1841, and his 
wife, whose maiden name was Anna M. Cable, died a few years earlier. She was born in 
Jefferson county, her father, Fred Cable, being one of the pioneers of the state. Maj. A. C. 
Watson is the youngest of a family of five sons and four daughters that grew to mature years, 
he, his brother, William, a planter of Louisiana, and their sister, Mrs. Anna Hunt, widow 
of George Hunt, a sketch of whom appears in this work, being the only ones of the family 
who are now living. Major Watson attained man’s estate in Jefferson county, and, owing to 
his father’s excellent financial circumstances, he was privileged to devote his time to his 
books, and received a thorough and practical education in Oakland college. After complet- 
ing his studies he was married to Miss Polivia MeGil], in 1850, daughter of Jeremiah McGill, 
but after a married life of two years he was left a widower. Soon after the celebration of 
his nuptials he located on a plantation in Louisiana, and for a number of years was success- 
fully engaged in planting in Tensas parish. Being a firm believer in state’s rights, and 
enthusiastic in his love for the South, he immediately responded to the eall of the Confeder- 
acy for troops at the opening of the Civil war. In 1861 he raised what was known as Wat- 
son’s battery, and, as he was wealthy, he uniformed and equipped his men and furnished 
two hundred head of horses, the entire amount he spent being about $60,000. He went at 
once to the front, and, with his battery, took part in the battles of Belmont, Shiloh, Corinth, 
Baker’s Creek and Port Hudson, his battery being captured in the last named engagement 
in 1863. Major Watson then served with different commands until the close of the war, a 
short time prior to which event he was commissioned by Jefferson Davis to raise aud organize 
a new command in Louisiana, and was following out these commands when he heard of the 
surrender of General Lee. Although the war was at an end, and the North victorious, Major 
Watson returned to his home with the consciousness of having performed every duty faith- 
fully and well, and, although he was considerably impoverished, he did not fold his hands 
and uselessly repine, but set energetically to work to retrieve his fortunes by locating on a 
plantation in Louisiana, his attention being devoted to this calling until 1882, when he sold 
out and bought his present place, known as Woodlawn. ‘This is one of the most beautiful 
and best places in Jefferson county, and is situated about balf way between Fayette and Rod- 
ney. Besides being beautiful and well appointed in every particular, it is a home of true and 
unbounded hospitality, where love, kindness and unselfishness reign supreme. Major Watson 
was happy in his choice of a wife, and in Louisiana was married, in 1865, to Miss Louisa 
Mason, a native of the Pelican state, but who was reared and educated in Boston, Mass., her 
father being a well-known physician, Dr. Josiah Mason. Major Watson became the father of 
two children by his first wife: A. C.,a planter of Louisiana, and Frank, a business man of 
New Orleans. To his last union three children have been born: A. J.,a merehant of Louis- 
iana; Lulie A.,and Albert Sidney Johnston, a prosperous young business man of Louisiana. 
One son, James M., died at the age of fourteen years. Major Watson has all his life appre- 
ciated the liberal education he received in his youth, and has given all his children excellent 
advantages, which they did not fail to improve, being a credit to themselves and their parents. 
Mrs. Watson is a member of the Episcopal ehurch, and, socially, the Major is a Master 
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Mason. His reputation for honesty has been tried and not found wanting. His financial 
ability has been more than once put to the test, but never without credit to himself. His 
social qualities are well known and appreciated, and he has hosts of friends, whose confidence 
and esteem are his highest eulogium. 

Dr. James R. Watson, physician, Lexington, a prominent citizen of Holmes county, 
Miss., was born in that county on the 10th of May, 1848. His father, Joseph H. Watson, 
was a native of North Carolina born in Jones county, in 1818, and was there reared and 
educated. He came to Mississippi in 1837, when a young man, settled on a farm in Holmes 
county and was there married to Miss Ann Eliza James, who died when her son, Dr. James 
R., was but three years old. Myr. Watson served as a member of the board of police for a 
number of years and also as magistrate. He took quite a prominent part in politics. During 
the war he served in the militia for home protection, Confederate service. He was a suc- 
cessful and prosperous farmer and accumulated a nice estate. His death occurred on the 
22d of February, 1870. He had been twice married, his last wife living at the present 
time. Dr. James R. Watson was one of two children, his brother, Dr. J. H. Watson, being 
also a physician of Holmes county. He has one half-brother and three half-sisters. Dr. 
Watson received his education mostly by private tutors, studied medicine in this county and 
took his first course of lectures at the University of Louisiana in 1868 and 1869, graduating 
from that institution in the spring of 1870. He subsequently located in Holmes county, 
twelve miles south of Lexington, practiced his profession there for thirteen years and in 
connection carried on farming. He moved to Lexington in 1881, bought residence property, 
and in connection with farming has given his attention to the raising of thoroughbred Jersey 
cattle, his herd now numbering about thirty head. The Doctor bas been unusually successful 
in all his enterprises, is the owner of several plantations and has a small farm of about one 
hundred and seventy acres near town. He has about seven acres in strawberries and about 
the same number of acres devoted to orchard—peach, pearaad plum trees. His political 
principles are purely democratic and he served as a member of the board of supervisors for 
several years, being president of the same most of the time. He was also a member of the 
city court. On the oth of May, 1870, he married Miss Alice C. Stewart, a native of Holmes 
county, Miss., where she was reared and educated, and the daughter of John M. and. Eliza- 
beth Stewart. There were six children by this union. Mrs. Watson died on the 3Ist of 
December, 1882. The Doctor took for his second wife Miss Fannie L. Dyer, who was born, 
reared and educated in Holmes county, and who is a daughter of Judge J. M. Dyer. Three 
children are the fruits of this union. Dr. Watson is a Master Mason, a member of the 
Knights of Honor and the Knights of Pythias. He is a member of the Methodist church, 
and has been steward in the same for some time. Mrs. Watson is a member of the Presby- 
terian church. The children by his first wife are named as follows: Anna A., John Stewart, 
Bettio Ford, Mattie May, Alice Lee and James Raford, and those by the second union: 
Julia Dyer, Eloise and Joseph D. 

James W. Watson has been a resident of Claiborne county, Miss., since his birth, which 
occurred in Port Gibson in 1824. His father, James Watson, was a Tennesseean, but became 
a resident of Mississippi while it was still a territory. The latter’s father, James Watson, 
was born in the Old North state, but at a very early day removed to Tennessee, and after- 
ward to Mississippi, being among its very earliest settlers. To this gentleman a large 
family of children was born, all of whom grew to maturity and reared families of their own, 
with the exception of two. One of the sons, Isaiah Watson, served in the state legislature 
about 1839 or 1840. The eldest son was James Watson, the father of the immediate subject 
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of this sketch, and was one of the first and leading merchants of Port Gibson, being associ- 
ated with a Mr. Pope. Three months before his son James W. was born, while in New 
York city purchasing goods for his mercantile establishment, he was taken ill, and died soon 
after returning home, in the fall of 1823. After the birth of their son, their only child, Mrs. 
Watson lived only two weeks. Her maiden name was Malinda Crane, the daughter of 
Waterman Crane, one of the county’s earliest settlers and most prominent men. Mr. Crane 
was a member of the first county court, and took an active part in the affairs of the county. 
He became the father of a large family, all of whom were more or less connected with the 
early history of the county, and are now deceased. After the death of his parents, James 
W. Watson, who was at that time two weeks old, was taken to raise by his mother’s sister. 
Mrs. Clarissa (Crane) Young, wife of William Young, and with his uncle and aunt, who 
took the place of his father and mother, he remained until grown. William Young was a 
native of Scotland, and when he was about twenty-one years of age he came to America and 
settled at Port Gibson, where he followed the occupation of a merchant for a few years. 
There he was married to Mrs. Christie, a native of the county, after which he turned his 
attention to planting, at which he has been very successful, becoming wealthy. He was 
very highly educated, and while in his native land became a member of the Presbyterian 
church. He was very benevolent and open-bearted with his means, contributing freely to 
what he deemed deserving his support, and so sound was his judgment and so true his con- 
victions that he did untold good with his means. He was called from life during the war, 
his widow surviving him many years, being an active member of the Presbyterian church 
throughout her life. By a former marriage to a Mr. Christie she became the mother of one 
child, a daughter named Caroline, who became the wife of Rev. S. R. Bertron, by whom 
she became the mother of two daughters, who lived to be grown and married, Mary, the 
youngest, marrying William Hughes, who now resides near Bethel, Miss., and Clara, who 
became the wife of Charles T. Purnell, ter union resulting in the birth of one son. Mrs. 
Purnell is a widow, and is a resident of Virginia. James W. Watson received his early 
training in a country school, after which he entered Oakland college, and still later that 
noted institution of learning, Princeton college, New Jersey, from which he graduated in 
1844, several members of bis class afterward becoming eminent, among whom may be men- 
tioned Representative Hooker and Senator Colqnit. After his graduation Mr. Watson 
returned to Claiborne county, Miss., and commenced planting in the neighborhood of Bethel. 
Several years later he purchased his present home place, which at that time was unimproved. 
but by industry and good management he has succeeded in putting under cultivation ten 
hundred of his eighteen-hundred-acre plantation. On this place is a good steam cottongin, 
but the first gin put up by him was run by horsepower. He was a strong Union man until 
his state seceded, and although he was a member of the convention that passed the ordi- 
nance, he opposed secession with all the strength of his energetic nature, but bowed to fate 
when the ordinance was passed, and went with his people. He has never taken any par- 
ticular interest in political matters, but votes the democratic ticket,and has made speeches 
for his party during the campaigns. He was at one time a trustee of the Chamberlain-Hunt 
academy, and a director in the Grand Gulf & Port Gibson railroad. He was married in 
1848 to Miss Miriam Buck, a daughter of William R. Buck, who served in one of the early 
wars (1812), and for the bravery he displayed in the capture of an Kuglish vessel in the 
Mediterranean sea he was awarded a sword. He was an early settler of Claiborne county, 
and was a very honest, conscientious, kind and modest gentleman. His children are: 
William H., was a captain of artillery in the Civil war, and C. E., was first lieutenant of a 
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company of cavalry. The latter was a graduate of Princeton college, N. J., and of a medical 
college of New Orleans, and William H. was also a graduate of Princeton. C. KE. is now 
deceased. William is residing in Louisiana and is a_ well-to-do planter. Caroline 
resides on the old home place (where the battle of Port Gibson was fought) and is unmar- 
ried. Mrs. Watson, his eldest daughter, was born and reared in this county and was 
educated in the Nazareth college of Bardstown, Ky. She has borne Mr. Watson the follow- 
ing children: James W. was educated in the West Point Military academy, graduating in 
1880 and is now at San Carlos, Arizona territory, held the rank of first lieutenant (he was 
recommended to the war department as captain for bravery, and for gallant and distin- 
guished service while in a fight with the Apache Indians near Salt river, Arizona; March 
7, 1890, he was promoted to the rank of captain of the Tenth cavalry); Samuel D. was 
educated in Nashville, Tenn., and is now a successful planter of Louisiana: William Y. 
was educated at Port Gibson and Oxford, Miss., and is now at home; Maria I’. is the wife of 
Capt. E. P. Briscoe, and was educated in New Orleans; Linda, who was edueated at 
Port Gibson and the Female college of Fairmont, Tenn., is an accomplshed young woman. 
William Y. has a plantation adjoining his father’s, which he is engaged in tilling in con- 
nection with looking after the home place. Mr. Watson has an extensive library and is 
one of the best read men in the county, keeping thoroughly apace with the times. His 
residence, which was erected in 1$4S, is still in good repair and is beautifully situated on 
an elevated tract on the north fork of the Bayou Pierre river. Mrs. Watson is a member 
of the Presbyterian church. 

Hon. John W. C. Watson (deceased). Death brings its sorrowful pangs unfailingly to 
the hearts of those bound to the departed by ties of relationship and bonds of affection, but 
when the icy hand is laid upon a citizen of distinction and widespread influence, the result 
of a Jong and well-spent life which has clustered around it valuable and distinguished public 
services and cherished private virtues, this sorrow is not confined alone to those who mourn 
because of the tender ties of relationship, but brings sadness alike to the citizens of the 
entire community. Hon. John W. C. Watson was born in Albemarle county, Va., on the 
27th of February, 1808, and died at his residence at Holly Springs, Miss., on the 24th of 
September, 1890. His early educational advantages were only such as could be obtained 
in the country schools of the time, but he improved them wel], and afterward graduated in 
the law department of the University of Virginia, then in charge of Prof. J. A. G. Davis. In 
1831, soon after his admission to the bar, Mr. Watson married Miss Catherine Davis, sister 
of Professor Davis, a lady of lovely character who was richly endowed with personal attrac- 
tions. Her companionship was the chief joy of his life for nearly sixty years and her death 
occurred scarcely twelve months prior to his. A short time after their marriage the young 
couple removed to Abingdon, Va., where Mr. Watson continued in the successful practice of 
his profession until 1845, at which time he removed to Holly Springs, Miss., where a law 
partnership had been teudered him by J. W. Clapp, formerly a student in his law office. He 
here assumed, upon the very day of his arrival, the active duties of his profession, which he 
continued to perform with almost phenomenal assiduity and ability until well nigh the time 
of his death. In the resplendent galaxy of legal talent of which Mississippi can boast, his 
name shines with conspicuous luster. ‘The official reports of the supreme judicial tribunals, 
both state and national, indicate the frequency with which he appeared as counsel in the 
most important cases and bear ample evidence of that untiring industry, zeal aud learning 
as a lawyer which frequently elicited high and well-merited encomiums from the bench. 

In May, 1876, Mr. Watson was appointed a judge of the cireuit court of the state by 
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the governor, an office he held fora term of six years. As a judicial officer he was inflexible 
in his adherence to what he believed to be right, and yet, as far as he felt he might do so, 
he tempered judgment and justice with mercy, and always exhibited a conscientious and 
considerate recognition of the rights and feelings of all. His integrity and uprightuess as a 
judge were proverbial, and no stain ever sullied his judicial ermine, nor breath of obloquy 
dimmed the brightness of his official escutcheon. Among his professional brethren he was 
distinguished for his arbanity and sympathetic aid to the younger members of the profes- 
sion, as well as for an honorable bearing aud appreciation of the diguity aud responsibilities 
of the legal profession which his surviving brethren may well aspire to equal. 

In politics Judge Watson was a whig as long as that party had a recognized existence, 
and was active and earnest in his opposition to the secession of the Southern states, pre- 
ceding the late Civil war. But when the die was cast he adhered to the fortunes of his state, 
and was equally active and earnest in his efforts to promote the interests of the South. In 
1863 he was elected by the legislature of Mississippi tothe Confederate senate, and served 
in that capacity until the close of the war. He also, both before and after the war, filled 
various responsible positions, such us delegate to the national convention of his party, 
member of the state legislature and state constitutional conventions, and commissioner in 
behalf of the state to Washington, D. C., with a view to obtaining relief from the arbitrary 
and oppressive measures adopted by the Federal government toward the seceding states 
after the war. This lively and watchful concern in public affairs he continued to manifest 
to the close of his life, as was evinced by the interest he expressed and the suggestions 
he made during his last illness as to the proceedings of the constitutional convention of 
Mississippi, then in session. The moral and religious aspect of Judge Watson’s life is a 
feature deserving especial comment. In his early manhood he professed his faith in Christ 
as his Redeemer, and became a member of the Presbyterian church, and throughout his 
jloug and useful life he was conspicuous for the fidelity with which he maintained his 
allegiance to his Divine Master, and for the interest and zeal which he manifested in the 
cause of religion and good morals. While he cherished a profound reverence and affection 
for the church of his choice and was an ardent supporter of its doctrines, he was tolerant 
toward other denominations, and ready at all times to extend the hand of fellowship to 
all whom he believed to be sincere Christians. Whatever cause or pursuit he espoused, 
whether in matters of state or church, of law or morals, he never entered into it by balves, 
but took hold of it with characteristic energy and ardor. Among other matters of public 
concern and vitally affecting the welfare of society to which he directed his attention, was that 
of the sale and use of intoxicating liquors. He was known as a zealous temperance worker 
for many years, and it was through his invitation that Miss Willard first visited Mississippi. 
He wrote her in 1882 and secured a hearing before the legislature, where she won over men 
who have ever since been stanch allies to the temperance cause. As an advocate he was 
persuasive and logical, not unfrequently rising to the hights of true eloquence and lofty 
oratory. His arguments upon legal propositions before the various courts were analyti- 
eal expositions and enforcements of legal principles which rarely failed to carry convic- 
tions. One of the most brilliant achievements of his career as a lawyer was his success 
before the superior courts of the United States, in what is known as the railroad commission 
cases, argued October, 1885. Judge Watson represented the state of Mississippi by appoint 
ment of Governor Lowry. The railroad corporations were represented, respectively, by the 
ablest legal talent of the country. Chief Justice Waite pronounced the opinion of the 
court, reversed the decision of the United States cirenit court judge, and dismissed the bills 
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of the several railroad corporations, holding, as conteuded by Judge Watson, that the act of 
the Mississippi legislature creating the railroad commission was constitutional. So brilliant 
was this last great argument of Judge Watson before the august tribunal, that the chief 
justice, in a private conversation, attested his profound legal learning and forensic power. 
His unswerving fidelity to truth, his conscientious discharge of duty, from which no temp- 
tation could seduce him, was a characteristic which specially endeared him to all those who 
knew him. Socially, Judge Watson was the courteous, affable gentleman, the faithful 
friend, the conservative, trustworthy public-spirited citizen, and the open-handed sympa- 
thizer with those in distress. Jn domestic life, his home was the haven of repose and hap- 
piness, where his loving nature found fall gratification in the devoted affections of wife and 
children. Of the latter, eight were born as the fruit of his marriage, only two of whom now 
survive: James H. Watson, a prominent member of the Memphis bar, and Miss KE. D. 
Watson, principal of Maury institute, at Holly Springs. Few men have left behind them a 
record more stainless and enviable in all the walks of life than has Judge Watson. A 
friend makes this statement: ‘That those who knew him best loved him most.”’ 

Capt. Robert H. Watson, proprietor of the Inka Springs house. Iuka has over a 
thousand inhabitants and is situated on the Memphis & Charleston railroad, one hundred and 
fifteen miles east of Memphis, six miles from the Alabama line, seven miles from the Tennes- 
see river; upon one of the most elevated sections of Mississippi, readily accessible by the 
Memphis & Charleston and its connections. The country around is hilly and has been 
termed the Switzerland of Mississippi. The corporation is one mile square. Every house 
is surrounded by ample grounds of orchard, park and garden. There are five churches, all 
with active, earnest membership, anda flourishing normal school. Cordial, hospitable, wide- 
awake and energetic, the inhabitants of Iuka are pleasant people with whom to cast your lot. 
The Springs house is a magnificent, four-story brick structure, to which has been added, to 
meet the inereased patronage, a large frame addition, together with a square of neat, cool, 
three-roomed cottages. The open court around which they are built is a beautiful grass- 
covered plot, shaded from the summer’s sun, the place for croquet and other out door games. 
Balconies above and below furnish a cool, delightful place throughout the summer days for 
quiet thought, jolly conversation or social promenade. One steps from the train into the 
entrance of the hotel. In the front central part is the office. On this floor are a number of 
choice rooms. On the second floor is an elegant ballroom, well fitted to the fancy of those 
who worship at the shrine of Terpsichore. Conveniently near is the parlor. The diningroom 
is large and airy, the tables are supplied from the city markets supplemented by the rich, 
fresh store of good things from the country. The manageiment is now in the efficient hands 
of Capt. R. H. Watson, which of itself is assurance to every one of perfect satisfaction. Cap- 
tain Watson has thoroughly refitted and repaired the hotel property from top to bottom. 
Those who have been there before will hardly recognize the place, it has been so much im- 
proved from roof to foundation, new clothed with what of beauty the painter’s haud can 
give. Captain Watson is a courteous, enterprising, successful business gentleman, and his 
name guarantees that no pains or expense will be spared to make Iuka Springs the most 
delightful summer resort of the South. This gentleman was born in_York district, S. C., 
August 5, 1832, a son of Matthew and Eleanor (Love) Watson. His father was a native of 
Ireland and was born in 1778. He came to this country when about twenty-five years old 
and located in Tennessee, whence he removed to Mississippi, where in the early days he became 
prominent as an educator. He was married in South Carolina about 1820, and raised five 
children: Margaret, John I., Catherine, Mary J. and Robert H. His wife was born in South 
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Carolina, in 1797, a daughter of John and Drucilla Love. They were married in South 
Carolina, previous to the removal of Mr. Watson to 'lennessee, and came together to this county 
in 1838. They were both members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Watson died in 
1842, and his wife died in 1852. The former was politically an old-line whig. The early life 
of Captain Watson was spent in Tishomingo county, and at the age of twenty he went to 
Kast Port and became a clerk of R. B. Brown, where he remained for three years. He then 
went to Pleasant Site, Ala., where he became a mercliant, planter and miller, being success- 
ful in each of the three occupations. There he remained until 1S84, when he came to Iuka, 
where he established a mercantile business, which is now managed by his son C. L. Watson. 
In October, 1890, he purchased the Iuka Springs honse and the property connected with it. 

In 1859 he was married to Miss Martha J. Harrison, one of the five children of John 
and Polly (Harrison) Harrison, who was born in Lauderdale county, Ala., in 1836. Of this 
marriage five children were born, the two following of whom are living: John H., and 
Charles L. John H. has, since his father’s retirement from the active management of the 
mercantile business, been in charge of that important interest. John H. married Miss Mary 
William, and lives at Pleasant Site. Ala. Charles L. is bookkeeper in his father’s store. 
Mrs. Watson died January 16, 1878, and in 1879 Captain Watson married again, this time 
to Morilla Cross, daughter of Dr. S. E. Cross and his wife, Margaret (Shelby) Cross, and she 
was born in Lauderdale county, Ala., in 1850. By this marriage he had four children: 
Mattie B., William C., Mary W. and Morella C. Mr. and Mrs. Watson are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Politically Captain Watson is a stanch democrat. He acquired 
his title as captain by gallant service for the Confederate cause during the Civil war. He 
was in command of company B, of the Twenty-seventh Alabama infantry, for a year. For 
two years thereafter he was captain of a cavalry company. He was one of the first to answer 
the call for troops in 1861, and he participated in battles at Port Henry, Fort Douelson, 
Jackson, Miss., Port Iiudson and numerous other engagements and skirmishes. He 
was taken prisoner at Fort Donelson, but an opportunity soon presented, and he made 
his escape. After taking command of his company’s cavalry, he served under General For- 
rest, and took part in the fighting at Tupelo, Cross Roads and Selma. He was paroled at 
Iuka, in 1865. Captain Watson has an enviable record as an honorable and successful 
business man, and is a public-spirited and useful citizen. He is largely interested in the 
improvement and development of the county, and has been especially helpful to schools and 
churches. His political intluence is recognized, and though not an officeseeker, he has 
taken an active part in the public history of his county, and was a delegate to the state con- 
vention when Stone was nominated as governor. 

Wheeler Watson is a native of Monroe county, Miss. He was born about three miles 
from his present residence, February 16, 1847. His father, Asa Watson, was born in Rhode 
Island in 1812, and was descended from colonial ancestry of sterling aud sturdy character- 
istics. They settled, in the latter part of the seventeenth century, on a tract of Jand in 
Rhode Island, which is still owned by a member of the family. They were an energetic, 
industrious, highly educated, honorable family, and stood in the foremost rank of Rhode 
Island’s best people, many of them filling the most responsible positions in the gift of the 
people. Wheeler Watson’s grandmother, on his father’s side, was Mary Peckham, a descend- 
ant of the noted family of Peckhams of New York, so many of whom have adorned the 
bench and the bar of the state. Judge Malborne Watson and Judge Rufus Peckham, both 
judges of the supreme court of New York, are cousins of Wheeler Watson. His father, for- 
merly a merchant in Albany, N. Y., came South and married a cultivated, retined Southern 
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lady, a sister of Hon. John M. Taylor, of Tennessee, and niece of Hon. Christopher Will- 
iams, of ‘Tennessee. His father became a planter, and identified himself thoroughly with 
the people of the South. His qualifications as a man of business were of the highest order, 
and he possessed a comprehensive intellect, boundless self-reliance, unflagging industry and 
energy, and withal was strongly armed with honesty and integrity—a conjunction of 
qualities which, employed in his orderly and exact methods, could not fail to 
bring him into the foremost ranks of honorable and successful planters. | Wheeler 
Watson's boyhood was spent partly in Monroe county, Miss., and in traveling over the North. 
He was educated in Columbus, Miss., at La Grange college, in Alabama. He is a worthy 
descendant of a long line of honorable ancestors, and in him is a happy mingling of the best 
traits of the North and the South, for he has all the genial, courteous kindness and chivalry 
of a Southern gentleman, combining the untiring energy, industry and sterling character- 
istics of his Northern ancestors. He is progressive, hospitable and a good liver. In his 
home life he is indulgent. He enjoys the esteem of his friends, and is an altogether honest, 
useful citizen of whom his neighbors may well feel proud. He has been for years extensively 
engaged in cotton planting. He is now very much interested in planting large pecan groves 
and in seeding a large tract of land in grasses. He is an enterprising and progressive 
planter. In 1571 he married Miss Alice Clay, of Monroe county, a daughter of Thomas 
and Caledonia (Oliver) Clay. In the early part of 1863, when he was only sixteen years of 
age, he entered the army, enlisting in the Seventeenth Tennessee battalion, which consoli- 
dated with Stied’s battalion, forming the Thirteenth Mississippi regular cavalry. His serv- 
ice began below Tupelo, Miss., whence he went into the north Alabama campaign. Later 
he served near Vicksburg, participating in the fights about there, and went thence to Jackson 
and Canton, whence he went to Rome, Ga. Still later he served under Johnston and Hood in 
Georgia. He went from there to Savannah, and later served under General Johnston, in 
North Carolina. After the surrender of Lee and Johnston, he retined with his regiment to 
Greensboro, N. C., waiting for President Davis, with whom the regiment went as a body- 
guard to Washington, Ga., where the members were paid $25 each in specie, and the regi- 
ment was disbanded. He was a gallant soldier and did his duty faithfully and well. Mr. 
Watson is of an inventive turn of mind, and has originated several useful machines. His 
first patent was granted September 25, 1888, on a fruit gatherer: the next, granted January 
20, 1891, was for a plow; another, granted February 3, 1891, was upon a peanut picker. 
These are practical working machines invented as aids in carrying on the work on his home 
plantation. He has never made any effort to bring them into general use, being so deeply 
engrossed in the affairs of his plantation that he has no time to attend to outside business. 
He is thoroughly posted upon current events, and enjoys a wide acquaintance with promi- 
nent men. 

Robert H. Watt belongs to that sturdy, honest and independent class, the planters of 
Mississippi, and is now engaged in cultivating an estate comprising about three thousand 
six hundred acres, of which some one thousand acres are under cultivation, on which are 
annually raised four hundred bales of cotton and three thousand bushels of corn. He was 
born in Warren county, being the second of four children born to Hugh and Naney 8. (Clark) 
Watt, the former of whom was a native of Ireland, and came to America about 1829, settling 
in Pennsylvania, where he met and married his wife. He was a carpenter, and worked at 
his trade in Pennsylvania, and also after coming to Mississippi, but in 1835 opened a car- 
riage, wagon, plow and general repair shop, near where Dr. Naylor is now living, nine miles 


southeast of Vicksburg, where he conducted his business affairs with success for eight years, 








Alb unl batiinebi en weenie Sais "a ita 
hyo iesilghd off 1) new sane 6 Rr eae enoidwoit ttn p tbh, . npr 

hot yoiyyellany eowatisn Ties vite vats eid, tulboint 9 avi sadihe sitio. Sine 
lo vottaniiod »—wingein fas eset diw Dew ulqnowe- enw a! 
of lint don hinéy jhedien: tome few She “ie vid i hove leqcere ere 
islaed'W/ medal Leese Dod aiderwed to aan Janenorot ail? ofai. sai L gah 
Ho mitwro quilevatt ai hae eM pianos enol ni ylhag doeqeenw boul yod wt models 
wwasiéeH comsdalA al syallod eyaa al tn , wail rsdaswlond ot hbalaogbe anew of, 
felt lo gotlgaia vq ee anit ot hee eyotessns oldnoned te nil. guol 8 te tnebas ob. 


é javiily fast eeouherdl enone Dato all Uy aml to) viltnrae! ‘ould bn i tht so oda we ier 

















































a~siortads yoitde boa codnbal ge gaitiiun odt-goisidacooy wouretiaog atarlwoR 
id ul avi! hoog « baw oldstiqzed weinkargory ai oh areteannn, ivadtyoK aid Yo eo) ei 
of todisvgotis as at ben shesidt xid Wo indetes oct avotas 6Hy - dneylobai ei ad oil ened. 
sinvien eHTASY VO) HH { end off ‘Davey | lew Neves hein noddyioa aid moudvyw lo iasitio Im ours. 
es7org nase” oqiel yoltunhy ob beleeyaiet depm yor won el oH ay guttonle nodoo ai bona io 
yriveetgoty hun quiishipeiey OPO! eget on! busl Ye ‘fais oypral Ww guibpos or & 
eamionl aria RK  PiniIes aurnott ar es SY antlhk -2fll botrran ‘on ver al thee 
to easy coedzte yYlno enw el asd BRAL Yo tq yiine altho gal’ (revit) ataobalad ba 18 
jloanoo ioidw .cotlstied woaeneel Wadiaevesd ad? ai yotteiiae 4 earns ould buratuo oul ome 
-ryee ail stovnc elie feqiaeheant WMapetid'? oc} gcianstl inoilatind e‘hoia, tive boas hb 
int .aviecise seoedetA diva achhalel tuew et oooedw rata ofoyn't woled. naged De 
noadoat of esuedt jnow baer edt deods wily od at gaikeqividing , gundadaiT thet Dov iwe 
nt fooll fax noteadol thar bovtwesedwial Ube 2 smo ody wad sowed totus!) ay . 
t ddodeudol latecawd mn boavewa totel baw dsucavatt of een cis0% t duow olf migios 
of husmliyget sid dtiw beoviver ed wohwitel bin wd Jo ohare sdioth? anllad teow 
hod & ee Jue Melt oot alt aiodw wire eived tuebiaord 40? paiinw pda orodansar®) 
a9 Hut hinge paca «Tt ait Ree fyi {on Ww eredinsat ot wren (iD noiguidas¥? of brag 
iM flew bos vilotdtiel veh aid hth ‘bow wihlor tusiiega enw eH Debasdaihanw tiea ~ 
| ‘“idon (risen Imiever Hetenteivo sad haw sbuia. to aot evildewat ae In ei wowte 
rissnel botasry igen il) swede fared a ue B82 AL vw feasentcye Ta bolaary naw trot. seit 
vodvig Uinkeg & aoqs ase <f0Bl Symaded 1 sel ‘sitions ;srolq # or eur EAL {08 
sunod aid oo show wd? oo yoteee nb abn ee hetuevai ectdoam yetdac ve Lactiogue ene bred + 
iqosb o8 gaisd en (renes ohat wedi geisdod hole yas abveeir veven enth oll duoidndsralg 
auiand obieio of bustin of seatt om eat ot dade noiminalep eid ho eins odd wi fozsorpas 
ric fiiw osny rine pon hiv a AYVOLITS ban Sideve doses ton nee uldgnooda ai oH 
7 Mion daa 
Io wtolitnly ail! eealo gashosageboai hin desea ethwnia dnd? ead eyeiolond Hal a nedodl = 
hasaiodl ard Ue gateinquim olatey ne gatlevitiyo at bangs eQOy woe al bas dqginianilt oa 
4g doidw oo .aolievillno reba ew Hain “boaeted? sro sora tioialw Yo 2 sata boabiisd xin 


enw oll wrod to eledeaw’ busarvorly “eels bow acohios to eelsd berebssoed rte} borin ‘Wanaue - 
(dislO) : pout bos gol of ated sethlide 10) lo buobes edt yerie atl “iiasoo avr ot aid . 
“wijitiies G88! trols ssitomsA (} send hay Hostel to oviisa meee cory to soartoY ods he 
jf aati Ww HHS saboo METRO Bf BAW alf wien ai baby rauee hus dow sil evade winnvlye wae 
199 8 haweqd GBBT ui tal \iqepieuteal it ov 2UstatO® vote oala ba " vissscrbynatiod al 
aslidt ooia .poivil won sl tole AC etedw soon gods singe inrouoy frases wolq .av: om gt 
rtiasy, Jdgio tole eodoDe diiw «ists ceoniend bil botonhaos oil ereden yyamledd nV lod anredlit 10% 


om a 
_ a 7 


- 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1001 


the three following years being spent at the same calling near the home of Ninion Klein. He 
then purchased the plantation of Dr. Crawford, which consisted of four hundred and eighty 
acres, and on this plantation resided until his death, which occurred, very suddenly, in 
Vicksburg. His wife was a Canadian by birth, and moved to Pennsylvania when young. 
She died July 3, 1870. He was a whig in polities, and was a strong Union man prior to 
the war. He died February 14, 1862. Robert H. Watt attended a private school until 
seventeen years of age, the two subsequent years being spent in college in Springville. 
N. Y. At the end of this time, on account of his father’s enfeebled condition, he returned 
home to look after the interests of the plantation. In 1862 he dropped his farming imple- 
ments to don the weapons of warfare in defense of his home, and became a member of com- 
pany H., Capt. L. C. Moore’s Forty-seventh Mississippi infantry, army of Virginia, ana 
was in the battle of Seven Pines and other engagements around Richmond, in one of which 
he was wounded in the thigh by a shell, which produced permanent injury. After remain- 
ing in the hospital two weeks he was furlonghed home, and although he made an effort to 
rejoin the Confederate army in April, 1864, at Petersburg, he was rejected, and was com- 
pelled to return home. He was at once captured by a Wisconsin regiment, and was incar- 
cerated at Vicksburg for two months, but was paroled and discharged by General Dana, and 
returned at once to his home, where he set himself to work to improve his mother’s war- 
worn plantation, preparatory to an energetic era of planting. In 1868 he purchased part 
of the Randall Gibson place, and continued to make purchases from time to time, until he 
now owns the entire tract, with the exception of ten acres. In 18/4 he bought the Gibson 
place of over three hundred and seventy acres, and has at different times purchased land 
from the Hilderbrands, the Whittingtons, Stocktons, Hulloms and Stevenses, aggregating 
fully three thousand six hundred acres. On this admirably conducted plantation he raises a 
sufficient amount of stock for his own use. He takes no active part in poltics, much pre- 
ferring to devote his attention to his plantation. He is very highly esteemed in the section 
in which he resides, and is unmarried. 

David 8. Watts, M. D., of Madison county, Miss., was born in Wilkes county, Ga., on 
the 29th of December, 1833, and is the only child born to the union of David 8S. and Martha 
C. (Billingslea) Watts, both natives of Georgia also. The father died one month before 
David 8., Jy., was born, and the latter remained in Georgia until twelve years of age with 
his grandfather Billingslea. The grandfather then removed with him to the Lone Star 
state in 1545, and two years later came to Mississippi. David remained with his grand- 
father until eighteen years of age, received his education in Canton, and subsequently spent 
one session in a medical institution in Louisville, Ky. He then finished his course at 
Georgia Medical college, Augusta, and in 1856 began the practice of medicine in Madison 
county, where he has since, a period of about thirty-tlive years, carried on a successful 
country practice. He was married in November, 1500, to Miss Ana N. Sutherland, 
daughter of P. R. and Louise (Olive) Sutherland, and this union resulted in the birth of 
eleven living children, one having died in infaney, viz.: Mattie L., wife of C. J. Dancey, 
of Greenville, Miss.; Aurelia 8., wife of J. W. Brown, of Sunflower county; Anna Bell, wife 
of O. H. Billingslea, Sunflower county; Walter W., at home; Ollie E., wife H. 'T. Cassell, of 
Canton; David $., of Bolivar county; Charles D., at Mississippi college; Hallie M.; Clifford 
P. (deceased); Bertha M.; Johnson Olive and James Reid. In December, 1S61, Dr. Watts 
volunteered as a private in the state service under Capt. R. B. Campbell, and was detailed 
to the hospital service, but on account of ill health was discharged at the end of one year. 
He is now the owner of about twelve hundred acres of fine land, has ubout six hundred 
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acres under cultivation and three hundred acres in pasture. He raises improved stock of 
all kinds. He takes an active interest in politics, but has never aspired to office, and just 
lately declined the nomination to represent Madison county in the legislature. Dr. 
Watts was master of Camden Royal Arch lodge No. 74 during the time of its greatest activ- 
ity, is a member of the Knights of Honor, and has held numerous offices in the Farmers’ 
Alliance. He and Mrs. Watts are members of the Baptist church of Canton. The Doctor 
has seen the full development of the country, has contributed liberally to all laudable public 
enterprises, and is one of the county’s best citizens. 

Capt. James Watts was born in Wayne county, Miss., May 1, 1829, a son of John 
and Elizabeth (Chapman) Watts, the former of whom was a North Carolinian by birth and 
came to Mississippi when a boy, where he grew to manhood and married. He became a 
prominent and well-known citizen of Wayne county, filled the position of district attorney 
for a number of years and was circuit judge for twenty-five years. He was also a 
member of the state senate for some time and throughout his life was a warm personal friend 
of Judge Sharkey. He was a local preacher of the Methodist Episcopal church, of which 
he had long been a member, and died in full communion with that church at Newton, in 
Newton county, Miss., in 1870. He was a son of Josiah and Margaret (Kvans) Watts. 
His wife was a South Carolinian by birth and a daughter of Thrashley and Catherine 
(Edwards) Chapman, with whom she came to Mississippi when a child of six years. Her 
marriage was celebrated in Wayne county in 1826, and resulted in the birth of ten children: 
Josiah, James (the immediate subject of this sketch), John B.,'Thomas, Julia, Cornelia, Olcott 
S., William S., Mary and Elizabeth A. The early life of Capt. James Watts was spent in 
Jasper county, his education being obtained at Paulding academy, but left school in 1846 
and began the study of law, being admitted to the bar of Mississippi in 1550. He com- 
menced practicing at De Kalb, Kemper county, but during 1866-8 he was one of the ablest 
lawyers of the city of Meridian. He is nowa resident of Scooba, Kemper county. He was 
marriedin 1851, to Miss Eleanor Bell, adaughter of Dr. Samuel Bell, of Kemper county, of which 
he became a resident in 1844. Her mother, Jane Parke, was a native of England. Mrs. Watts 
was born in North Carolina in 1832 and has borne her husband four sons and six daughters: 
Elizabeth, wife of B. F. Ormond of Meridian: Ella W., wife of W. H. Ormond, of Meridian; 
John B., at Lauderdale; Clifford H.: Mamie L. wife of J. W. Brooke, of Meridian; Julia B. ; 
James E.: Hallie A., wife of J. P. Lipscomb: Florence C. and Samuel T. Mr. Watts and 
his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and although he was formerly an 
old line whig, he is now a member of the democrat party. Socially he belongs to the I. O. 
O. F., of which he has been a member since he was twenty-one years of age, and he has 
attained the thirty-second degree in the A. I. & A. M. fraternity. In 1862 he organized 
what was known as company A, of the Thirty-fifth Mississippi infantry, commanded 
by William S. Berry, of Moore’s brigade, Maury’s division, Price’s command, army of the 
West, and one of the principal engagements in which he took part was the battle of Corinth, 
Miss. He afterward resigned and returned to his home on account of ill health. 

John B. Watts, the third child born to Captain James and Eleanor (Bell) Watts, whose 
sketch appears above, was born in Kemper county, Miss., in the month of April, 1856. He 
began life for himself at the age of sixteen years (after he had obtained a fair education), as 
a clerk in the store of B. F. Ormond & Bro., at Lauderdale, Miss., with whom he remained 
four years. At the end of this time he entered the University of Mississippi, at Oxford, and 
after remaining in that institution for one year he returned home and engaged in farming, 
which calling he followed with fair success for three years. He then went to the Lone Star 








































lo dooht havoupl west oH, food ied 
aut fae .soite, of betiqes seven, odd ese vidilog 
1 dataige? eld ai ane wail a .. ot 
-vilon deateaty. att lo auitd add yall, +7 OE amghool sland rie i, a ; ae 
vreorm< adi oi aie enovenne ‘Aled sed dee aoaok to widpinad ald o vodiaom oi. adit — 
rood adT ....c0lus? to donde deitquel 4 do sedation om. eta! «ill boa olf won 
oildar oldabual ila od yllazedil betediaites riiil wttonioo odd Jo duseqolavel Ma} 9d noom endl ... 
eatesiTiy deol «' yinnoe on) toed et baw: ‘an 
aol to non a SAE f yolt ae ures ote. at ored aoe ait We wocmab deqitd 5 
hun sthid yd gamilowD dino ps eaw aadiy YW sousol odd, ,2lta Wh, (aamqaul) dhedosilit Suma 
n saroed off bwriaw boe headin oF wong od exvodw. ycodiw aedvye qytaried of onan 
ceriis joriaab Yo noitieog od) bell alagoe pave Vo.cesitio supond-liew bas: Javaimorq: mt 
« cela atw etl  siaey evil yieow? se wybsj timers agw. bua, smey orsdana-a sot 
Diwitt Lnroeied araw e xa? otil acd deoipsoutt bas ult omen 20) edenes aise cdi to sederous © 
doidw lo dorde laqonaiqt dethodtehtvad) to ‘soil norey laodl 4 enw oH  .yodtade. egbol lo. 
at ,aojwa do dowedo todd sitiw noimrEpiOS {int ai fell, bow, viodngen & maod gaol ad odd an 
aiieW (acavd) tmaywlt ben datol to ove a caw oH) GYRE ath tai ghor99, aotwoWh 
earodis ban qulilenid’? to oahiiganh # baw divid yd oainilowsO. dinot, &. raw olin- all 
wH essy zie to blido » nedw iqgineneeill of em0o ae moderddigy paqed. (elaawbot) 
:nevblidts ced to dtd odd of belong daw 28) oi ooo onys Wont botardoles aan garam 
itootO unilowioD silat xamodt fh ndol (detede.aidd to —— obsihourent ald) rome dnieols 
ni tueqe caw atiaW aeual iqgaOIooWl yime od lA eda bas yal ,.2 mailliW & 
MEL aj foouvlo» sel duu scennbnte gaiblon) ts bauintde yaied noltaaghe aid .yjamoo veqanl 
00 9H LOd6T ai ig¢giveteeiif to wih salted hobioha gated: wal to vhate ant anged bow - 
aida ed} te ao eaw od 2-008! gengh ded ortnwon vaqeaede LL ote yuivitonsa or ‘i 
vew wt: oyiostoo reqgeedl sdooe? tyduebiaeee wor abe. _naibisell lecginwdste 
doit to qiavos vq ane to od oom aM to votdauebs led, xonnelt ail of 1GES oibebstiat ‘ 
sie! atl baalgad to oviiso » epmyeiiel sunt sodjoo weH ibhel ab daehivey megmoad of ~~. 
wisiituveh xe bos aoox wo) basdant ved eas esd bee S86! ob sailotsD. dion atwodeaw |) 
paathrelt lo .boowrO0 HV to atiw » 0 all jonrhivell to booant) 2 £L to'etiw dbedarilt 3 
: tL nilob papibiveli to ,oloosel HA lo otiw al einen ; HID slebrebaad tn othadob | 
hi stteW alt .T -foscna® bap Ovepessol') pdomoseqhd Fb to.ahiw,. A oiligh ; Hh eomel _ 
nn qivenrot sawed dyuodila bas (dowmds, iaqoosiqd JseibodteM. odd. to medaiearnwa alin eid 
J ert of egrofed ed yllaine® opiraq: tomomel edd le sedmems won # od «gidw-enil blo >» 
esl sd bos ya to macy sao-pinews eew ed ante aedarene i aood. esd od. tloidw to. oO a 
—— od SO6L of vtiusedent MAB OM A odd wb wegob haoseedidt adt hesinthes a 
fabancimos jythimtol iqqivaiall dttMighiitt, oft to A ymnqaroo as awomd wow dandy 
od to Yunis baste a‘sond nolivibwyuwel shagid a'ewold 16 emi if oilli'W xa 
dino. To alhiad oat enw Jacq dood ed doiiw sti sucotagngnelagionig od Yooan fae deo W > an 
ilaod (li to saneoos ao emod aid of Howmet bon heagive: brave wai 
eroilw ita (ott) vomaelll bos esmal oisiqn) of ated flido fais odd ae AL ado. —_— 
oH 0681 dingA lo dtaou od ni eet ytawoo veqawll ui ato enw evods empaqqn dotinle’ 
#6 (aoitsosba siet & Deniside had af silo) muay, nomtzie to ege ont te Heauid tol oti aaged z= 
fonians: of wow diiw wei olthwbnal te,.onl tebaownO 4 lnarae adi npdyeloa 
Lop ,brotxO an jiquinsia®ilt to yiietovia wd betoiae od oui) aidt to bared Ah .etagy 1002 
vice) ot begegie bas eciodl boomer od tas, 900 10) noitmitent dad al gaioinmm soils 
Tat actos odd op taum aod) olf en Davwollot ¢ 


MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1003 


state and worked for the Texas Pacific railroad company for nearly two years, returning to 
Lauderdale county, Miss., in 1882, and for some time thereafter kept books for J. L. Simmons, 
whose daughter he married in 1882. They have two sons and two daughters: Kitty B., 
Eleanor, John and James. Mr. Watts began the mercantile business for himself in Lauder- 
dale in 1887, and by honest toil, persistent endeavor, upright methods of conducting his 
affairs and desire to please his patrons, he has established for himself a lucrative business. 
In 1891 he was elected mayor of Lauderdale, but respectfully declined the position, as his 
business occupied his time and attention. The stock of goods that he carries amounts to 
about $6,000, and he does an annual business of $20,000, besides which he owns four hun- 
dred acres of good land near the town of Lauderdale, of which one hundred and fifty acres 
are improved and under cultivation, and some good and valuable residence property within 
the corporation. He is superintendent in the Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, of which 
church he is an active member, and he is also one of the working members of the A. F. & A. 
M. and the K. of H. His wife is a member of the Presbyterian church, and they are highly 
esteemed in the social circles in whichthey move. They are hospitable, generous and liberal 
and are among the worthy, useful and substantial citizens of the county. 

Capt. 8. B. Watts, a prominent lawyer of Lauderdale county, Miss., residing at Meridian, 
was born in Jasper county, Miss., April 13, 1848, a son of Samuel B. and Mary A. (Mayers) 
Watts, natives of Mississippi. His paternal grandfather was one of the pioneers of Wayne 
county, Miss., where he became a well-known and successful planter and merchant. He died 
in 1843, leaving two sons, Maj. A. B. Watts and Capt. 5. B. Watts, both of whom are now 
residents of Meridian. Captain Watts, who was but an infant at the time of his father’s 
death, received his primary education in the private schools in Jasper county, and later 
attended a school at Brandon, Miss. In 1861, when but eighteen years of age, he enlisted 
in the Rankin rifles, with which organization he served until the reorganization of the army, 
when le entered the Confederate service and served until the close of the war. He entered 
the struggle as a private and rose to the rank of captain. At Franklin, Tenn., he was taken 
prisoner and surrendered his sword to Captain Knapp, of Martin, Ohio. He was confined at 
Johnson’s island, Ohio, until June, 1865, about six months altogether. Twenty-two years 
after the war, while he was visiting in Ohio, his sword was returned to him by Captain 
Knapp’s daughter. He participated in the battles of Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Mumfordsville, 
Resaca, Jonesboro, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge and Franklin. He was three times 
wounded by gunshot at Mumfordsville, Chickamauga and near Marietta. After his 
return home he began reading law and was admitted to the bar at Brandon, Miss. He 
located at Meridian, Miss., in 1867, and there he has been engaged principally in the 
practice of his profession. He was United States commissioner for about fifteen years, and 
is now candidate for the office of state senator. He has been a member of the city council 
of Meridian, and has otherwise taken an active interest in the growth and development of 
the city. He has been for many years president of the board of trustees of the Mast 
Mississippi Female college, which he was largely instrumental in founding. He is also 
president of the board of trustees of the state insane asylum, which is located at Meridian. 
Politically he is a democrat. He is a communiecant of the Methodist Episcopal church, a 
member of the I. O. O. F., of the Knights of Honor and of the Knights and Ladies of 
Honor. He was married in 1868 to Kate McLaurin, of Rankin county, Miss., by whom he has 
five children: A. M., Sadie Z., Kate Mcl., Mary I. and Louise L. 

Hiram I. Weatherbee is a leading merchant of the town of Greenville, and has, by his 


keen business foresight, built a business second to none within the limits of Washington 
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county, Miss. He was born in Boone county, Ky., December 31, 1842, to Tarable W. and 
Sally A. (Woodberry) Weatherbee, both of whom were born in the state of New York, the 
former being a mechanic by trade. He moved to Kentucky in 1844, and of this state he has 
since been an honored, industrious and esteemed resident. The paternal grandfather, Oliver 
Weatherbee, and the grandmother, formerly Miss Willard, were bora in some of the New 
England states, the paternal great-grandparents having come from England in the pioneer 
days of America, taking up their abode in New England. Hiram E. Weatherbee was reared 
principally in Indiana and Illinois, but his schooldays were very munch broken up on account 
of the war, which was in full progress at just the time when he should have been devoting 
his attention to his studies. Since that time, by close application, he has become one of the 
most intelligent and best informed men in the county. He began the battle of life for him- 
self at the age of eighteen years, but his capital consisted solely of a good constitution, 
pluck and a knowledge of the tinner’s trade, which he followed closely for six years. He 
then opened an establishment of his own in Greenville, Miss., and since that time has been 
one of the leading hardware merchauts of the place and is doing a thriving business on Wal- 
nut street. He is the owner of about three thousand acres of land in Washington, Sun- 
flower and Bolivar counties, six hundred acres of whieh land are under cultivation, and 
besides this he is the owner of a considerable amount of real estate in the city of Greenville, 
including three of the best business houses in the place. He carries a stock of goods valued 
at about $1,200, his annual sales being large and netting him a handsome profit. He 
erected a handsome residence in Greenyille iu 1882, on Washington avenue, and in this pleas- 
ant and comfortable home he and his estimable wife dispense hospitality with true Southern 
liberality. In 1862 he enlisted in the Union army, becoming a member of company FH, 
One bundred and Twentieth Illinois regiment, for he believed that the Southern states had 
no right tosecede, and remained true to the stars and stripes until the war closed. The 
most important engagement in which he took part was the siege of Vicksburg. He was in 
Memphis, Tenn., when the news reached him of the surrender of Lee. Miss Dora McCoy, 
a native of Illinois, became his wife in 1874, she being a daughter of Job W. and Eliza 
(Richey) McCoy, the former a Virginian and the latter a native of Tennessee. Mr. McCoy 
was a merchant. To Mr. Weatherbee’s union two children have been born: Harry L. and 
Edna, both of whom are at home with their parents. The town of Greenville has been Mr. 
Weatherbee’s home since 1867. He is interested in the banks of the place, the Street Rail- 
way Compress company, and, in fact, all worthy enterprises have received encouragement 
from him. Notwithstanding the fact that he commenced life a poor boy, be has made a com- 
fortable fortune and is considered by all a leading and substantial citizen of Greenville. He 
is a nan of whom it might well be said he has not lived in vain, but with a purpose ever 
before him, and with a full knowledge of the fact that one has a mission in life, he has not 
passed his days in idleness, or, like Micawber, waited for something to turn up, but has man- 
fully put his shoulder to the wheel, and as areward has become possessed of an ample income 
and has a kindly and charitable feeling toward all men; while he has been diligent in 
business, and is, as are also his wife and son, a zealous member and worker of the Presbyterian 
church, socially he also belongs to the A. F. & A. M., the K. of P. and the K. of H. In 
personal appearance he is above medium hight, is of graceful and easy address, and is an 
intelligent and entertaining conversationalist. He was the fourth of nine children born to 
his parents, all of whom attained maturity, five of whom are now living in different parts of 
the Union. He lost two brothers during the yellow-fever epidemic of 1578. 

Albert G. Webb, Columbia, Marion county, Miss. John H. Webb, deceased, was born in 
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the state of Georgia about the year 1SO1, but in his youth removed to Mississippi, where he 
grew to manhood. He settled in Marion county, and there married Miss Elizabeth Ham- 
mond. They reared a family of ten children, seven of whom lived to maturity: Mary 8. 
married Thomas /dmonson, a prominent man, and at one time sheriff of Marion county (he 
died and she married Thomas Allen); Walter B., the eldest son, died a few years since; Will- 
iam T., M. D., who became captain of company D, Seventh Mississippi infantry; Courtney 
A. married W. J. Sones, of Lawrence county; Henry W., who was killed in the battle of 
Murfreesboro; Albert G., the subject of this notice: and Louie E., who married W. J. Bass; 
the other three children died in infaney, and all of this family are dead except Mrs. 
Mary S. Allen, who is now a widow, and Albert G. Webb, the subject of this notice. The 
maternal grandparents, Benjamin and Mary (Cooper) Hammond, were both natives of Ten- 
nessee, and were among the early settlers of Marion county; they reared a family of twelve sons 
and one daughter; Gordon and Jackson Hammond are still residents of this county. Albert 
G. Webb, son of John H. Webb, was born in Marion county, Miss., October 23, 1843. 
When the Civil war broke out, he enlisted in the first company that went from Marion 
county, and served until the surrender. He was in the battle of Shiloh, and went through the 
Kentucky campaign with General Bragg. When the war was ended he returned to his home 
and embarked in the mercantile trade as bookkeeper and salesman. This he continued six 
years, in the employ of W. B. Webb and A. E. Foxworth, taking a course of instruction in 
the business college at New Orleans, from which he was graduated. In 1874 he was married 
to Miss Nannie H. Regan, and taught school that year in the original Pearl county. For 
three years, from 1875 to 1878, he served as clerk of this county, but at this time its exist- 
ence as a county ceased. Captain Webb then removed to Marion county, and took charge 
of the clerk’s office at Columbia, as deputy. He discharged the duties of this position until 
1879, when he was appointed clerk of the county to fill the unexpired term of Paul L. Gus- 
man. In the autumn of the same year he was elected to the office, and has held it continu- 
ously since that time. In the summer of 1890 he was elected a delegate to the constitu- 
tional convention. He is a man of excellent business ability, and has always worked for the 
success of his party. As a citizen he is loyal and public-spirited, and has contributed both 
his means and influence to those enterprises which have tended to the growth of the county 
and its general development. Captain and Mrs. Webb have a family of six children—tive 
daughters and one son. He is a member of the Masonic order, and of the Knights of Honor. 
The family belong to the Methodist Episcopal church. 

W. 8. Webb, president of Mississippi college, was born in Le Roy, N. Y., on the 
14th of November. 1826, the youngest of fourteen children born to Benoni and Betsey (Phil- 
lips) Webb, natives of Massachusetts, the father’s ancestors being Welsh and the mother’s 
German. The father, who was a blacksmith and farmer, died in 1867. After attending the 
common country schools until he was eighteen years of age, W. 5. Webb left home to takea 
course of study in Kingsville academy, preparatory to a college course, after which he entered 
Colgate university in central New York, where he spent four years, graduating in 1849. He 
then went to Tennessee to engage in teaching in Stewart’s Creek academy, near Murfrees- 
boro, and after remaining there two years was elected president of a female college in Gre- 
nada, Miss., taking upon himself the duties of this position in the fall of 1851, where he 
remained six years. While at that place the present large and commodious brick building 
was built under his direction and the attendance was built up from seventy-five to one hun- 
dred and eighty pupils. He left this institution in a flourishing condition, to take a position 
in the Starkville high school, but after two years spent in this place he removed to West 
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Point, where he became pastor of the Baptist church. Six years later he removed to Craw- 
fordsville, remaining pastor of the church at that place for fourteen years, during which time 
he took a prominent part in organizing the Confederate Orphans’ Home, located at Lauder- 
dale Springs, Miss., about 1864, and was corresponding secretary of the board of trustees. 
On the Ist of January, 1872, he came to Clinton to act as pastor of the Baptist church and 
to deliver lectures to the theological students. About one year after coming hither, Dr. 
Hillman, then president of the college, resigned and Mr. Webb was elected to fill his place 
and continued in the successful discharge of his arduous duties till July of the present year 
(1891), when he resigned the presidency of the college and was appointed emeritus professor 
of psychology and ethics. This is considered an honor and most worthily bestowed. There 
are, it is thought, but four such professorships held in the world and this is the only instance 
on record where such an honor has been bestowed by a Baptist institution of learning. In 
1882, the title of D. D, was conferred upon him by the Mississippi State university at Oxford, 
and also by the Howard college, Marion, Ala. Dr. Webb’s struggles to build up the college 
while it had no endowment, in the midst of pestilences, political revolutions and financial 
crises, have been nothing less than heroic, and his success has been wonderful. Hehas proved 
to be the right man in the right place, and under his able and efficient management the col- 
lege has come to have a national reputation. During his administration about $60,000 has 
been secured toward an endowment fund for the college. President Webb possesses the 
entire confidence of the people, for, besides being an admirable disciplinarian, he is a talented, 
thorough and well-posted educator. The course of instruction is thoroughness itself, and 
‘the college seems now to have entered upon an era of unusual success. The grade of 
scholarship is being constantly raised, requiring a higher degree of proticiency to enter the 
institution. The present number of students attending the institution is about two hundred 
and fifty, which greatly increases their need of better facilities, and this fact is coming to be 
recognized and work in that direction is being pushed forward. President Webb was mar- 
ried in Tennessee, in 1850, to Miss Adelphia Wheeler, of New York, and their union resulted 
in the birth of two children: C. W., and Fannie A., wife of Rev. R. A. Venable, pastor of 
the First Baptist church of Memphis, Tenn. Mrs. Webb died in 1855, and in 1857 Mr. 
Webb married Miss Mary McMath, by whom he became the father of two children: Mrs. H. 
R. Granberry, whose husband is chancery clerk of Copiah county, and Mrs. S. M. Dodds, 
wife of Senator Dodds. The mother of these children was called from earth in West Point 
in 1863, and two years later President Webb’s third marriage was celebrated at Marion, Ala., 
Miss M. J. Sherman, a sister of Professor Sherman, of Howard college, becoming his wife 
and the mother of his six children: Maggie, W. S., Thomas L., Myrtle, Henry D. and Nel- 
son G. The eldest daughter is teaching in Kelhie college, Louisana. Sherman attended 
medical college in Lonisville, Ky., and upon graduating took the highest honors in his 
class, keing now a successful practitioner in the hospital. Thomas L. is in Coleman, Tex., 
and Henry is captain of the Mississippi College rifles. 

I. M. Weed, agent for the Louisville & Nashville railroad at Ocean Springs, Miss., is 
a native of New England, born in the state of Vermont in 1850. He is a son of Judge IF. 
A. Weed, of Burlington, Vt. Believing the West afforded greater opportunities for the. 
rising generation, our subject went to Texas in his early manhood and engaged in cattle and 
sheepraising. Finding the frontier life extremely severe, he determined to return to his 
home and re-enter school. This he did, and was graduated from the high school of Hines- 
burg, Vt. He then secured a situation with a railway company, and has since been 
devoted to this business. For fourteen years he has beon in the employ of the Louisville & 
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Nashville railroad company, stationed during this period at Ocean Springs, Jackson county, 
Miss. No higher tribute could be paid to him than the fact of his being kept in charge of 
the business at this point for so great a length of time. He has been faithful to the inter- 
ests of his company and has never shirked a duty. He is a master of all the details of the 
business, and is well worthy of the confidence which his employers repose in him.  Polit- 
ically he is an uncompromising democrat. He was chairman of the last county convention, 
and is chairman of the present senatorial convention, comprising Hancock, Jackson and Har- 
rison counties. In all the deliberations of that body his counsel is sought and his opinions 
carry conviction. He is one of the most promising men in political circles in Jackson 
county, and a bright future is predicted for him. He is a prominent member of the Knights 
of Pytbias, in which he holds a high official position. Myr. Weed was united in marriage to 
Miss Alice A. Lyon, of St. Albans, Vt. 

Robert S. Weir, Vaiden, Miss. Among the pioneers to settle in Carroll county, Miss., 
was the family of Dr. H. H. Weir. The Doctor was a natrve of Virginia, and was educated 
in his native state, graduating from the Washington college, now Washington and Lee uni- 
versity, and from the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania. He was married 
to Jane T. Steele, also a Virginian. He settled in Carroll county about the year 1834, when 
Indians were numerous, and wild animals roamed at will. The tavern at which he boarded 
was not graced with a door, and at night a barricade was made of tables and other furniture 
to keep out the beasts of the field. When, finally, the Doctor built a residence with the lux- 
uries of planed floors and doors, some of the settlers said he was stuck up and was putting on 
airs. The territory in which he practiced covered many miles. He was very successful in his 
practice, and won many warm friends. He was an active member of the Presbyterian church, 
and served as an elder in the same. He was very liberal in his support of the church, and 
gave generously to all charitable purposes. He died in Carroll county, Miss., in 1858. His 
wife survived him many years; her death occurred in 1881. 

Robert S. Weir, son of the above, is one of a family of five sons and oue daughter. One 
brother died just as he reached maturity; one died at the age of fifteen years. Of the living 
members, one brother, William Weir, is a merchant in Texas; Rush C. is a successful drug- 
gist at Vaiden; the sister, Ophelia, is the widow of Samuel T. Lockhart. The two brothers are 
unmarried, and they, with the widowed sister and her daughter, constitute a happy famiky. 
They have a beautiful home in Vaiden. Robert 8S. was educated at the University of 
Oxford, and was graduated from that institution in the year 1805. He entered the Confed- 
erate army in 1861, enlisting in the First Mississippi cavalry as a private. After a year and 
a half he was transferred to the commissary department, in which he served until the close of 
the war. He then returned to Carroll county, and in 1865 he engaged in the drug business 
in Vaiden. In a few years he disposed of his interest, selling to his brother, who still con- 
tinues the business. He then embarked in the general mercantile trade, and carries a large 
and well-selected stock of goods. He is one of the solid, substantial men of Carroll county. 
He is generous and accommodating to his patrons, is of the highest mora] character, and is 
justly esteemed one of the leading citizens of the county. 

William S. Weissinger, M. D., Hernando, Miss. Inreviewing the lives of those wen 
in the three great professions, ministry, medicine and law, none command greater respect 
than the members of the medical fraternity. It may well be doubted if any one enters so 
fully into the soul life of another as he whose care is for its vehicle, the body. Williain S. 
Weissinger, one of the most honored physicians of the state of Mississippi, was born in Car- 
roll county, Miss., June 17, 1847, and is the third of a family of ten children, His parents, 
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Alexander aud Cordelia (Strong) Weissinger, were born and reared in Perry county, Ala. 
The father came to Mississippi about the year 1546, and located at old Middleton. In the 
latter days of his life he engaged in planting. Before the war he was a large owner of slaves, 
and hired his negroes out. He enlisted in the Confederate army in 1861, being a member 
of the Fourth Mississippi regiment. He served until the close of the conflict, and passed 
from this life in 1S—. His father was a very wealthy planter, and for thirty-three years 
was a member of the legislature of Alabama. He and his two brothers emigrated froin Ger- 
many to thiscountry, landing at Charleston, 8S. C., near which point they settled. The 
maternal grandparents were George J. and Caroline (Nall) Strong, natives of Georgia and 
North Carolina, respectively. Theirs was a family of agriculturists, and commanded vast 
wealth; they were of English extraction. Dr. Weissinger was reared in Carroll county, 
Miss., and there received his education. In 1863 he enlisted in the service of his country, 
and served until the declaration of peace. He was a member of Captain Dun’s company of 
state troops under Gen. J. Z. George, and was afterward in the Vaiden artillery, First 
Mississippi regiment. He was at Meridian at the time of the surrender. When the oppor- 
tunity came to settle to more peaceful occupations the Doctor began teaching school, reading 
medicine during his leisure hours. After pursuing this plan for two years he attended a 
course of lectures at Louisville, Ky., and in 1869 he began the practice of his profession in 
De Soto gounty. After two years he received the degree of M. D. from the Tulane Med- 
ical college, of Louisiana. He has devoted bis efforts to a thorough understanding of the 
science, and has been a close student of all advanced methods of treatment. He has built 
up a large and profitable practice, aud takes a front rank among his brothers. He is the 
first vice president of the Tri-State Medical association of Mississippi, Arkansas and Ten- 
nessee, and is now serving his second term in this office. During three terms he was presi- 
dent of the De Soto County Medical association. The Doctor was united in marriage in 1872, 
to Mrs. L. A. Holmes, a native of Teanessee, and a daughter of Raiford and Harrict (Boone) 
Whitley. Her father was from Kentucky, and the mother, a descendant of Daniel Boone, 
was born in North Carolina. Dr. and Mrs. Weissinger are members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. He belongs to the Knights of Honor, and is the medical examiner of the 
fraternity at Hernando. In addition to his professional duties he conducts a considerable 
amount of planting; he owns eleven hundred and eighty acres of land, eight hundred of 
which are in a high state of cultivation. He also owns his residence and oftice. The Weis- 
singer family is well known for the strict integrity and uprightness of its members. Many 
have been men of talent and ability, notably George J. Weissinger, an uncle to the Doctor, 
who was junior editor of the Louisville Journal with George D. Prentice, and who wrote 
some of the ablest articles that ever appeared in that publication. Two of the Doctor's 
brothers were faithful soldiers in the late war. Although Dr. Weissinger has made a 
great deal of money in his practice, he has been a liberal supporter of all worthy enterprises, 
and is exceedingly benevolent. The poor and needy and less fortunate always tind in him 
the most generous aid aud sympathy, and he is beloved both by his patrons and the citizens 
of his county. 

John Kt. Weissinger, one of the selfmade men and a prosperous planter of Coahoma 
county, Miss., was born in Carroll county, Miss., December 4, 1857, being the eighth of ten 
children born to Alexander and Cordelia 8. (Strong) Weissinger, both native Alabamians. 
Alexander L. Weissinger became a resident of the state of Mississippi about the year [S49, 
and in Carroll county was engayed in planting until his death, in 1865. © He was of German 


descent and a worthy and respected citizen. John R. Weissinger was reared in Mississippi, 
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and was educated in the public schools of this state and at Oxford, and upon leaving school 
he began for himself as a planter in Montgomery county, later in Le Flore county, and then 
in Coahoma county. In 1889 he opened a hardware house in Clarksdale, and has since 
done an annual business of about $35,000, his stock of goods being valued at about $15,000. 
He owns his business house, which is one of the best in the city, and in addition to his 
mercantile establishment operates three hundred and seventy-five acres of land. Upon 
starting out to make his own way in the world he had no means, but through his own per- 
severance and industry he has been very successful, and is now wealthy. He is eminently a 
selfmade man, for in addition to earning his own living and caring for his mother, he has 
educated himself, and is a remarkably well-informed and intelligent gentleman. His prop- 
erty has not been the result of speculation, but has been the result of hard and persistent 
endeavor, and the accumulations of many years. Notwithstanding his success as a man of 
business, he is modest and unassuming, but possesses sufficient confidence to at all times 
rely upon his own judgment and to think for himself. Sdécially he belongs to the K of H. 
and the KX. of P., in both of which organizations he holds official position. He was married 
in 1886 to Mrs. Julia Stone, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of John J. and Matilda 
W. (Allen) Fort, both of whom were born in Tennessee. T'o Mr. and Mrs. Weissinger three 
children have been born: John Fort (deceased), John Robert and Julia Cordelia. Mr. 
Weissinger has cared for his mother for a great many years, and is a devoted son as well as 
a faithful and considerate husband and father. His father, with three brothers, served in the 
Confederate army until the close of the war; were gallant defenders of the Confederacy, 
the former being an officer of rank. 

Dr. Jacob P. Welch. The earliest member of the Welch family of whom authentic history 
is known, lived near the Welsh border in England over two hundred years ago. Jacob 
Welch, the great-great-grandfatber of Dr. J. P. Welch, was born in England in 1662 in sight 
of the Welsh mountains. He was the first of the family to attempt a settlement in the new 
world, but his religious belief was very dear to him and on account of the persecution he 
was compelled to undergo he sought a home for himself and family in the, then, wilds of 
America, locating near Richmond, Va., about 1690. He reared five sons, of whom Dempsey, 
the youngest, was the great-grandfather of Dr. Welch of this sketch. Dempsey Welch was 
born on the old homestead in Virginia and his posterity, aud that of his four brothers, are 
residents of the Western and Southern states. He was married to Miss Priscilla Perry, a near 
relative of Oliver Hazzard Perry and James Lawrence of naval fame. After his marriage he 
moved to South Carolina and later to Georgia, where he passed the remainder of his life, his 
death occurring in 1792. Together with his sons he fought throughout the Revolutionary 
war, willingly offering his life for the country he loved. He left a family of five sons and 
two daughters, Jacob Welch, who was probably his eldest son, being born about 1740 and 
died about 1807. He was of very handsome and commanding presence, possessed elegant 
and courtly manners, being, in fact, a gentleman of the old school. He has three sons and 
five daughters. His son Warren was born in 1780 in Johnson county, N. C., and was 
exceptionally gifted in the use of the violin, handling the king of instruments with a skill 
that was the admiration of all. He was married to Miss Mary McCullers on Christmas day, 
1800, after which he settled in Burke county, Ga. When the War of 1812 came up he 
enlisted in the service, and after it was over he removed to Warren county, Ga., later to 
Lawrence county of the same state and finally to Wilkinson county, Ga. In 1815 he removed 
his family on packhorses to Montgomery, Ala. (then called New Philadelphia), and after- 
ward floated on a barge to Monroe, Ala., where he remained a few months, afterward 
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removing to Amite county, Miss., and years later to the state of Louisiana. In January, 
1821, he returned to Alabama in order to make arrangements to remove to that state. 
His wife was a noble woman of rare attainments, was a model wife, mother and friend, 
and was a devoted Christian. She died in St. Francisville, La., in 1821, only a few days 
after the departure of her husband for Alabama. Her children soon found homes with 
different families throughout the neighborhood and after the death of their father, which 
occurred in Monroe county, Ala., in 1832, they were compelled to fight the battle of life 
for themselves single handed. Dr. Jacob Perry Welch, the eldest child, was born in 
Burke county, Ga., in 1807, and with the seven other members of his parents’ family, 
was given the advantages of the common schools in his youth, and was reared on-a farm. 
Dr. Welch has inherited his father’s taste for music, and in early lfe was quite famous 
as a violinist. In 1836 he entered the medical department of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, after first studying with Dr. Wimberly of Twiggs county, Ga. After finishing 
his medical studies he began practicing in Jefferson county, Ga., and was soon after 
invited by Dr. Stokes, of Cool Springs, Ga., to engage in a copartnership, which lasted 
one year. Dr. Welch then located in Washington county, Ga., and during the year and a 
half that he remained there he built up a good practice. He next went to Saundersville, 
of the same county, where he also obtained a good practice and remained until 1851], since 
which time he has been a resident of Lauderdale county, Miss., a period of forty years, 
having during that entire time been a resident of his present homestead. He successfully 
followed his profession until age and its attendant infirmities demanded his retirement in 1870. 
He has been an agriculturist the most of this time also and has, at different times, owned 
over four thousand acres of good land. He arose to eminence in his profession, for he believed 
in the old saying that what was worth doing at all was worth doing well, and this seemed to 
have been his motto through life, for he showed sound judgment in everything in which 
he engaged. He was married July 14, 1840, to Miss Martha 8S. Whitaker of Georgia, 
by whom he has had twelve children: Mary C., Warren P., William Thomas, George W., 
Sarah C., Jacob W., Martha S., Samuel W., Wugenia A. and James M. Two children 


died in infancy. Four children are married and five are living. The Doctor is a Mason 
of over fifty years’ standing, in which he has attained to the chapter. He has been a 


member of the Missionary Baptist church for thirty-seven years, being baptized with his 
daughter, Mary C. Dr. Welch was at one time a candidate for legislative honors, and was 
defeated by only one vote, although he was prevented by sickness from making the canvass. 
He is benevolent, charitable, and has always been a patron of education. He is in every 
sense of the term a selfmade man, and throughout life has been the soul of honor, never 
owing a cent that he did not pay. 

James N. Welch was born in Covington county, Miss., and there grew to maturity. He 
is the only child born of the nnion of Caleb and Susan (Robertson) Welch. Caleb Welch was 
born in Covington county, Miss., near the plantation he oceupied for so many years, in 1829. 
He received a limited education, and was trained to the vocation of farming. When the Civil 
war broke out he enlisted, but was soon discharged on account of disability; he re-enlisted 
twice afterward, but with the same result. He was then commissioned to look after the 
families of soldiers. This office he performed faithfully, and with the greatest eonsideration 
and kindness. In 1870 he was appointed treasurer of the county, as a democrat, and held 
the position until the impeachment of Governor Ames. After that he was elected for one 
term. He died in 1885. His parents, James and Martha (Hill) Welch, were natives of 
Soath Carolina and Georgia, respectively. bey reared a family of twelve children, aud 
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lived to a ripe old age. ‘Their last days were spent in Covington county, Miss. Susan 
(Robertson) Welch was a daughter of Norval Robertson, a native of Georgia, born in 1797, 
He removed to Mississippi at an early day, and was one of the pioneer ministers of the 
gospel. He was a preacher for forty-five years, and for forty-four years was pastor of one 
chureh. He died in Lawrence county, Miss., in the eighty-second year of his age. He was a 
man of unusual ability, and of marked force of character. He wrote a little work on parliament- 
ary law, and was the author of a little work, entitled The Chureh Member’s Hand. Book 
of Theology. The latter had @ wide circulation, and reached a second edition. James N. 
Welch, at the age of twenty-two years, was married to Miss Anise Rogers, a daughter of 
Timothy Rogers, of Covington county. Since his marriage he has devoted his time to farm- 
ing and milling. He owns eleven hundred acres of Jand. He has been a member of the 
Missionary Baptist church from his twenty-fourth year, and a deacon since 1880. He has 
four living children, and is highly in favor of progress in education, and all other progressive 
moves. 

B. R. Wells has been a resident of Hinds county, Miss., all his life, for here he was born 
on the Sth of September, 1838. He is the fourth child born to William and Mary (Wade) 
Wells, the former of whom was born in the Old North state in 1806, and came to Mississippi 
about 1832, purchasing and entering land in Hinds county. He accumulated a considerable 
amount of real estate, which he has since divided among his children. He is residing on 
a good and valuable plantation, and is in the enjoyment of a comfortable competency 
and a hale and hearty old age. The Wells family is of Euglish descent. B. R. Wells 
obtained his first knowledge of the world of books in the common schools, but at the age of 
sixteen years he entered Mississippi college at Clinton. in which institution he remained two 
years. He then engaged in planting and managing his father’s affairs, coutinuing until he 
attained the age of twenty years, when he was married and began tue battle of life for him. 
self. His father kindly gave him five hundred and eighty-seven acres of land and all the 
slaves on it, and his prosperity has been such that since the war, although at that time he 
lost a great deal of valuable property, he has added at different times about six hundred 
acres, and now cultivates four hundred acres, averaging about one hundred and thirty bales 
of cotton and twelve hundred bushels of corn yearly. He raises cattle for the market, and 
also sells quite a number of horses each year, in fact, he is a wideawake, progressive and 
enterprising man of business, and has a valuable plantation which he is constantly seeking 
to improve. In 1885 he took an interest in a stock of general merchandise at Bolton, 
which he continned to hold for three years, but the most of his attention has since been given 
to his plantation. In 1862 he enlisted in company I, sixty days’ troop, but when this time 
expired he re-enlisted, and went to Virginia with company I, Eighteenth Mississippi infantry. 
After remaining with this command for about five months he returned to bis home, and 
joined the Twenty-eighth cavalry, in which he served during the remainder of the war. He 
was a participant in the engagements at Malvern hill, Savage station, the Atlanta campaign, 
and was with Hood at Franklin. He was then furlonghed home for thirty days, after which 
he became a member of Chalmers’ division at Columbus, Miss. He was paroled at Gaines- 
ville, Ala., after which he returned to bis home to resume the management of his plantation and 
to build his fortunes anew. He was married in 185%) to Miss Robertson, of South Carolina, 
and by her has had a family of twelve children, nine of whom are living: B. H. (a lawyer, 
of Raymond), Ida C., Sudie, W.S., Eva, Maggie, Cecil, Clifford and Sidney. Mr. Wells is 
amember of the A. F. & A. M. and the K. of H., socially, and is quite active in local 
politics. 
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William M. Wentworth (deceased). This yentleman was well and favorably known to 
the majority of the residents of this section, for he at all times identified himself with the 
interests of this county, and it is but just to say that his good name was above reproach and 
that he won the confidence and esteem of all who knew him. He was born in Franklin 
county, Miss., on the 24th of April, 1816, and on a plantation on Dry bayou, in the western 
part of this county, be was reared to manhood. His entire schooling amounted to only about 
three months, but, notwithstanding this fact, he became a well-informed man and took an 
active part in the affairs for the progress and development of the county. He was married 
here to Miss Lucretia Atkins, and here followed the occupation of a planter until 1849, when 
he removed to Meadville, where he spent the rest of his life, seventeen years of his life 
being spent as sheriff of the county, with but one intermission. At the commencement of 
the reconstruction period he resigned this position and for a few years held the office of 
justice of the peace, being elected in 1876 chancery clerk and ex-officio recorder, the duties 
of which office he was ably discharging at the time of his death, December 20, 1889. He 
filled this position in a most able manner. As a public servant he was eflicient, honest, 
punctual and industrious, and to all with whom he came in contact he was uniformly cour- 
teous. He was a stanch Union man during the war, and at first worked earnestly for its 
preservation, strongly opposing secession, but during the latter part of the war served a 
short time in the Confederate army, although exempt from service. He was in every respect 
a selfmade man, and by his honesty and the moral courage which he displayed in at all 
times expressing his views, he became very popular throughout this region and wielded 
considerable influence. Although he was not identified with any religious creed, he was a 
liberal supporter of the church, and all measures of morality, education, ete., received from 
him a hearty support. His parents were early settlers of the county, and here his mother 
‘passed from life, the father dying in the state of his birth while there on business, this 
being when William M. was a boy. Mrs. Wentworth was born in Franklin county, Miss., 
and was called from life on the 18th of May, 1888, being at the time of her death a devout 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Her father, John Atkins, came from South 
Carolina, and died in Franklin county many years ago a well-to-do planter. Wilham M. 
Wentworth was the eldest of two sons and one daughter, the other members of the family 
being Rowan, who died in Lauderdale county, Miss., and Nancy (deceased). After 
the death of their father their mother married again, becoming the wife of Benjamin 
Dorsey, by whom she reared a family, all of whom are now deceased. To William M. 
Wentworth and his wife ten children were born, five of whom survive: Naney (wife of E. 
L, Middleton, of Natchez), William J. (a planter, of Concordia parish, La.), Wiley M., 
Ernest H. and Anthony D. Ernest H. was born in Meadville in 1857, was given a good 
education in his youth, and after becoming competent became his father’s deputy, remaining 
so until the latter’s death. In January, 1890, he was elected to fill the unexpired term, and 
is making a very creditable official. He was married on the 20th of December, 1886, to 
Miss Lula A., daughter of Rutillias K. and Margaret Scott, from Alabama, who became 
residents of Franklin county since the war, Mrs. Scott dying here in April, ISVO. Mr. 
Scott is still living. Mrs. Wentworth was born here and has borne her husband one child. 
They are the owners of eight hundred acres of land in different tracts, and are well caleu- 
lated, by temperament and inclination, to enjoy their prosperity. Mr. Wentworth is a mem- 
ber of Ben Franklin lodge No. 11, of the A. F. & A. M., which he joined in 1886, and is 
now secretary in and a wember of the Methodist Episcopal chureh, his wife being a Presby- 
terian in faith. Mr. Wentworth’s long experience as his father’s deputy made him very 
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familiar with the duties of that office, and to say that he has followed in his father’s foot- 
steps is bestowing upon him the bighest praise. He is courteous and genial in disposition, 
aud by the many people whose acquaintance he has made in his public capacity he is uni- 
versally esteemed and admired. 

Gen. Absolom Madden West was born in Alabama in 1S!S. His parents were natives 
of the Palmetto state, and his grandparents were from North Carolina. His grandsires 
were both Revolutionary soldiers, one of whom fell bleeding at King’s mountain and was 
earried from the field by a young woman, who took him home to her parents, where she 
nursed him back to health. After the war they were married, and from this union General 
West is descended. The family, however, were Americanized about 1613, when John West, 
brother of the then governor of Virginia settled in the colonies, and from whom imost of 
the name descend. It is nota little singular that of all the colonial governors Thomas 
West (Lord Delaware) alone impressed his name upon an American state. West Point still 
preserves the family name, and Delaware the title. He died at the mouth of the bay which 
bears his name. General West received a limited edueation in such schools as were pro- 
vided by private enterprise in a new and undeveloped state. His irregular educational 
advantages ended in his fourteenth year, but, impelled by a love of knowledge, he read 
much, and being an ardent patriot, most of his time was devoted to works bearing upon the 
origin and structure of our government and the wants and necessities of the people. In the 
year 1837 he settled on a farm in Mississippi, and has continued his identification with an 
interest in agriculture to the present day, and by his success has shown himself to be one of 
the most practical and efficient farmers of his adopted state. In 1845 he married Miss 
Jarrie O. Glover, of Alabama, a young lady of superior mind and rare literary attainments, 
who proved a helpmeet indeed in all the relations of life, and to her the General is great] 
indebted for his gradual advancement in public usefulness and confidence. In polities he 
was a Union whig. In 1817 he was elected to the legislature by an unprecedented majority, 
where he soon took rank as a thinker and debater with the leading members of the house. 
He was twice elected to the senate in a democratic district over a worthy and honorable 
opponent. After secession, and under order of the state, he was appointed a brigadier-gen- 
eral and ordered to organize a brigade, which he did with great alacrity. His practical 
usefulness rendered necessary the employment of his services by the state, and indirectly by 
the Confederate States, in various departments. He was appointed quartermaster-general, 
paymaster-general and commissary-general, holding all three offices at the same time. He 
was also charged with the duty of providing salt for families of Confederate soldiers and the 
indigent farnilies of the state, and putting the works under a skillful manager, manu- 
factured salt with great rapidity. 

No man in the state shared so largely the contidence of the governor for practical 
usefulness as did General West, notwithstanding they had always been on opposite sides 
in politics. At the instance of General West the legislature provided for the appointment 
of a commission, consisting of one lawyer and two practical business men, to examine and 
andit the books and papers of his several officers. General West made a final settlement 
with the state in accordance with the report of the commissioners, squaring up his accounts 
with the state. His was the only final settlement made during the war by any state officer. 
In 1864 General West was called to the presideney of the Mississippi Central railroad com. 
pany. This road was used and destroyed alternately by the belligerent armies during the 
war, and at its close the road bed was a wreck.” General West, with that will-power which 


has always characterized him, brought all his energies to bear to rebuild the road bed and to 
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re-equip the same with sufficient rolling stock, etc. His success was regarded as the crown- 
ing glory of his life. Without his solicitation the people elected him to congress over two 
able lawyers, but congress refused to seat him and his colleagues, as it did all others at that 
time. In 1876 he was appointed by Governor Stone to deliver an address upon the growth 
and history of the state of Mississippi at the International exhibition at Philadelphia. The 
address, which was one of the ablest productions of that memorable occasion, was delivered 
July 10. In the same year he was an elector for the state at large on the Tilden and Hen- 
dricks ticket, and his speeches, founded in the great idea of reform, were able, convincing and 
eloquent. After the purchase of the Mississippi Central railroad by the Hlinois Central railroad 
company, General West retired from active life, but was soon after elected to thestate senate by 
an unanimous vote of the people of his district. The national party in convention assembled at 
Indianapolis, Ind., on May 29, 1880, unanimously nominated him for vice president of the United 
States and the anti-monopoly party nominated him for the same high office in 1884. It is a note- 
worthy fact that during his eventful life his integrity has never been questioned nor has he 
ever been sued. In 1876 he identified himself with the National Labor union, and has ever 
since held to its principles and objects with unfaltering fidelity. He has always been the 
friend of the poor, and a bold, fearless defender of the rights of the people. His views are 
broad and natural, with no sectional animosity or race hatred. In 1837 General West set- 
tled in Holmes county, and at the close of the war removed to Oxford for school privileges. 
In 1870 he located in Holly Springs, Marshall county, and there he has since resided. Since 
being a resident of this county he has represented it in both branches of the state legislature 
and served as chairman of the committee of state and Federal relations in the house of 1890. 
He declined to be a candidate for the constitutional convention, continued farming from choice, 
and declined all professions to devote himself to planting, of which he is very fond. He has 
ever been the farmer’sfriend. The family homestead is one of the handsomest in the state; 
seventeen acres surround it, on which he raises fruit and flowers, a large space being devoted to 
the latter, of which he has many choice varieties. His chief occupation since moving to 
town has been of a literary character, writing on politics, and studying history and biography. 
He has a large plantation of twenty-five hundred acres in Holmes county, seven hundred 
acres cleared and occupied by his sons, Benjamin G. and Charles. Mrs. West died July, 
1889; she was a member of the Methodist church. ‘To General and Mrs. West were born 
four sons and two daughters living, and two died in infaney: Olivia is the wife of W. T. 
McCarty, lawyer of Kansas; A. M., Jr., professor of chemistry in the Medical college at 
Memphis; Edgar, a prominent citizen of Grenada, having represented that county in the 
legislature; Benjamin G., now stationed in Memphis as the business agent of the State Alli- 
ance of Mississippi; Mrs. Carrie W. Smith; Charles, on the place near Durant, and Sidney 
Y., deceased. A. M., Jr., and Edgar are both graduates of the State university and the 
former of the University of Virginia. He also graduated at the Philadelphia Medieal college, 
closing his collegiate career with high honors. He is now a practicing physician of prom- 
inence in Memphis, Tenn. General West’s father, Anderson West, removed to Tennessee 
early in the century and from there to Alabama in 1817, where he was engaged in planting 
near Marion. On the organization of Perry county he was elected its first sheriff 
and later held various other county offices. In connection with his planting interests he 
was also engaged in merchandising, and was a man of great energy and business qualitica- 
tions. He was quite an active politician, was a state’s rights man in 1836 and later a whig. 
He died a well-known man. General West is a natural orator, generous to a fault, impul- 
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sive and sanguine in temperament, a selfmade man and also self educated. He has always 
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been prominent in all things for the good of Holly Springs or the state or nation. He has a 
distinguished and commanding appearance, possessing strong mental as well as physical 
powers. His complexion is rather dark, bis eyes bright and piercing, and he has a broad, 
intellectual looking head. 

M. M. West, a native of Copiah county, Miss., was born in 1544, a son of James M. and 
Mary A. (Simms) West. The father was born in Georgia December 25, 1801. He was left 
an orphan at an early age, and was reared partly in Georgia and partly in Mississippi. He 
was twice married; first toa Miss Taylor, by whom he had five children, two of whom are 
now living: Eleanor, wife of Clinton Atkinson, and Nancy E., wife of Belltield Simmons. 
Mrs. West died in 1836, and in 1839 Mr. West again married a Miss Mary A. Simms, a 
native of Louisiana. This lady was born in 1826, a daughter of Jose and Sarah Simms, 
both of them being natives of the same state in which their daughter was born. Five 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. West by this second marriage: Maud, Phillip, Matthew 
M., Albert, Sarah, wife of A. B. C. Patrick, and Jose. The father was a farmer and a prac- 
ticing physician of the botanical school. He was not a graduate of any college, but he was 
a diligent student and a firm believer in the efficacy of nature’s remedies. He was a suc- 
cessful practitioner of more than fifty years, principally in Copiah county. He and wife were 
both members of the Methodist Episcopal church, of which he was for a number of years a 
steward and trustee. He died February 12, 1889, his wife following him August 22, of the 
same year. Matthew M. West waseducated in the common schools, and at the age of seventeen 
years enlisted in company D, of the Twelfth Mississippi volunteer infantry, in which he 
served until the close of the war, participating in the battles of Seven Pines, Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Spottsylvania Courthouse and in the fighting before Peters- 
burg and just preceding the surrender at Appomattox, taking part also in many minor 
engagements. At the battle of Seven Pines he received a gunshot wound in the neck which 
disabled him for seven months. At the battle of Gettysburg he received a weund in the leg. 
Returning home after the war he engaged in agricultural pursuits and in milling. Locating 
on his present place he began with eighty acres for a farm; he has now increased his landed 
possessions until he has a plantation of foar hundred and eighty acres. He plants corn and 
cotton and raises stock sufficient for all domestic use. At the time of locating here he became 
the owner of a steam saw and gristmill, which he still operates. In 1871 he married Mary 
E. Simms, a native of Louisiana, who was born in 1856. They have eight children living, 
and have lost two by death: Olivia, Walter, Margaret, Verner, Allsie, Pierce and Payne 
(twins), Mary, Martin and Dudley C. Mr. and Mrs. West are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, Mr. West being recording steward and superintendent of the Sunday- 
school. Mr. West isa member of the Smyrna Sub-Alliance, of the .Farmers’ Alliance, of 
which he is lecturer. He is of medium hight, strongly built and of a fine personal appear- 
ance. Politically heis a democrat, and has always taken an active part io all political ques- 
tions, and his social standing is high. 

Ricbard D. West, horticulturist, Durant, Miss., was one of nine children born to his 
parents, Nathaniel and M. A. (Sanders) West, his birth occurring in Pickens county, Ala., 
near Bridgeville in 1837. The father was born in the Palmetto state in 1803, was reared and 
educated there, and was there married to Miss Sanders, also a native of that state. By 
occupation Mr. West was a farmer, although in connection he earried on the carpenter's trade, 
and at an early date he moved to Alabama, then in 1807 to Mississippi, settling in Carroll 
county. He there engaged in farming and died in 1889. Mrs. West had died in IS7Y. 
Their family consisted of seven sons and two daughters, all of whom grew to mature years, 
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and all of the sons were in the Confederate army: W. J. was first lieutenant of the 
Forty second Mississippi and was killed at the battle of the Wilderness; N. C. was in the 
Thirtieth Mississippi, and is now a planter of Carroll county; B. I’. served in the Forty- 
second Mississippi with his brother, was wounded at the battle of the Wilderness and 
died from his wounds two months later; G. W. was brigade surgeon in the trans- 
Mississippi department; J. D. was a private in the Fifth Alabama, and was killed at the 
battle of Chancellorsville; and F. B. was in the Thirtieth Mississippi and was killed 
in the battle of Murfreesboro in January, 1862. The two daughters are: Miss J. F. West, 
residing with our subject, and Mrs. W. Boon (deceased wife of John W. Boon). Qich- 
ard D. West passed his youthful days in Carroll county, where he received his educa- 
tion, and first enlisted in the Fourth Mississippi infantry in 1861, serving in that for two 
years. He was in the fights at Vieksburg, Forts Henry and Donelson, and was taken pris- 
oner at the last named place. He was held for seven months at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, 
and after being discharged rejoined his regiment, participating in the battles of Baker's 
Creek and Vicksburg. At the last mentioned place he received a flesh wound in the 
shoulder, which disabled him for six weeks, after which he joined the Twenty-eighth Mis- 
sissippi cavalry and was with that until the close of the war. He was in the fight 
with General Iorrest at Kenesaw mountain, was also at Atlanta and received a scalp wound 
in that engagement, but was not disabled. He was discharged at Lexington, Ala., and 
retired to Carroll county, Miss., where he followed planting for several years. He moved 
to Durant in 1877 and settled on his present property. He engaged in cotton planting up 
to 1884, opened up his place, and in that year began strawberry culture in a small way. 
He now has twenty acres devoted to berries and has a fine pear orchard of five hundred and 
fifty four-year old trees. He also has out some choice plum, apple and peach trees. He culti. 
vates other small fruit and vegetables and is making a success of this business. He has 
eighty-seven acres, nearly ail in a fine state of cultivation, and has a good residence. He 
was married in Holmes county, in 1876, December 20, to Miss Mary HE. Lockhart, a 
native of Holmes county, and the daughter of Thomas Lockhart. She died on June, 1, 
1890, leaving two children: Cora Belle and Vernon R. Mr. West is a Master Mason, a 
member of the Knights of Honor and the Alliance. He and sister are members of the 
Baptist church. 

Judge R. R. West, Hernando, Miss., who has been closely connected with the political 
history of De Soto county for many years, was born in Perry county, Ala., January 16, 1S1S, 
and is the son of William and Mary (Howard) West. There were eleven children in the 
family, of whom he is the sixth. His father moved from Alabama to Mississippi in 1837, 
and Jocated in Marshall county, where he engaged in planting, and spent the greater portion 
of his remaining days. He died in White county, Ark., at the residence of his son, W. C. 
West, in 1856. The paternal grandfather was Wilham West, who was of English lineage. 
John Howard, the maternal] grandfather, was of Irish extraction. Tbe Judge passed his 
youth in Alabama, and there received his education; his advantages in this direction were 
meager enough, but a life of varied experience has developed his many qualifications. He 
remained with his father, assisting in the support of the family, until he was twenty-one 
years of age. He then started out in life for himself. He has been engaged in many 
different occupations, and his career has been dotted with many changes. He was first a 
clerk ina dry goods store for Dr. J. D. McCray for one year. He then went to eastern Texas, 
and worked for a company of civil engineers for two years. At the end of that period he 
returned to Mississippi, and was united in marriage to Miss N. J. Roberts, a native of North 
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Carolina, and a daughter of John and N. J. (Jeffress) Roberts; her father came from 
North Carolina, and the mother was born in Virginia. Of this union nine children have been 
born, only two of whom are living: Johf B. is editing the 7'ute County Record at Senatobia, 
Miss.; Mary E., is the wife of A. M. Lauderdale, of Hernando, a teacher by profession. 
After his marriage Judge West dealt for a time in livestock, and then had the charge of a 
blacksmith shop. He had some experience in bookkeeping, and when in 1855 he was elected 
to the office of clerk of the probate court he discharged his duties with great efliciency for 
five years. He was then elected judge of the same court, and acted in this capacity for three 
years, and for two years he was engaged in general practice of law. He next invested in a 
mercantile business, but disposed of this and gave one year to agriculture. At this time he 
returned to Hernando, and was elected clerk of the chancery court in 1876, and is the present 
incumbent of that office. The Judge belongs tothe Masonic order. In all the public offices 
which he has held he has preserved the strictest integrity of character, and no man stands 
higher than he in the estimation of the people of De Soto eounty. His first wife, Mrs. N. J. 
(Roberts) West, died in 1878, and in 1879 he married Miss America (Mecca) C. Clark, who is 
still living, and is a consistent member of the Christian church, and a superior woman. She 
was the daughter of Thomas C. and Sarah Clark. Her father was of English and Trish 
extraction, and his forefathers were Virginians in Revolutionary times, and removed thence 
to Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi, in the order named. 

Thomas J. West, Water Valley, Miss. The gentleman whose history is here outlined is 
the senior member of the firm of T. J. West & Co., and has a business career older than that 
of any other business man in the city. He hassurvived the shock of Civil war, and the still greater 
strain of the confusion of the financial crisis that swept over the country by the famous policy of 
the government in resumption. He has steadily maintained a reputation for strict business 
habits, and deep integrity of character. Mr. West was born in Madison county, Tenn., in 
1827, and is a son of George West, a native of Maryland, whose parents came from Scotiand 
to America before the Revolutionary war. The father was a soldier in that conflict, and died 
in the service, leaving a wife and one child, George West. The mother was married, a second 
time, to a Mr. Hubbard, by whom she had two children. George West passed his youth in 
North Carolina, and received his education in the common schools. He was apprenticed to 
learn the tailor’s trade, which he followed until his marriage. He then engaged in farming 
and in 1827 he removed to Tennessee, locating in Madison county. In 18+! he came to Missis- 
sippi, making his home in Lafayette county until his death, which occurred in 1860. 
Politically he affiliated with the whig party. He did service in the War of 1812. He was a 
meinber of the Baptist chureh, and a man of considerable means. He was married to Lucre- 
tia Childress, who was born in Georgia in 1789, and died in 1847. She was a daughter of 
Thomas Childress, who served in the Revolutionary war, and was one of a family of ten 
children. She became the mother of ten children, four of whom are still living: John M., 
Holman F., James H. audThomas J. (the subject of this notice.) In the beginning of his 
business life he was a clerk in a country store, where he remained until 1S5S8; he then 
removed to Water Valley and engaged in the mercantile trade. At the present day few 
young men would have the courage to make the beginning which he did. His first 
year’s salary was only $100, but he managed to save the most of that, and with this 
capital he embarked in business. By energy and close attention he soon gained a foothold, 
and is now doing a business of $40,000 a year, handling upward of twelve hundred bales 
of cotton. Mr. West was marriedin 1855 to Miss Telitha Boydston, a native of Yalobusha 
county, Miss,, anda daughter of the Rev. John P. Boydston. The father was a native of Ten- 
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nessee, and removed to Mississippi at an early day, where he followed the ministry; be died 
in 1871, at the age of seventy years. His wife’s maiden name was Wilson, and to her were 
born four daughters and two sons. Mrs. West is the fourth child, and was reared in Yalo- 
busha county, and educated at the Oakland academy. Mr. and Mrs. West are the parents 
of six children: Eva 8., Nellie T., Fred M., Alice M., Wilham Thad. and Hugh J. When 
there was a call for men to go to the defense of their country Mr. West was found willing 
and ready to leave his family and home interests. He enlisted in January, 1863, in the 
Sighteenth cavalry, under General forrest. He had charge of the provisions and wagons; was 
in the battles of Fort Pillow, Harrisburg, Selma, Ala., and other smaller engagements. He 
and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh South, of which he has been 
steward since its organization at this place. He is a member of the Masonic order, and has 
been high priest of his chapter for a number of years. In addition to his commercial 
interests he finds time to give to agriculture, and he is one of the directors of the Water 
Valley bank. é; : 

Judge Thomas Jesse Wharton. Itis a fact clearly established that a man’s language 
is a part of his character, that his speech is an index to his mind and heart. It opens his 
character to the light and discloses his disposition, his temper and modes of thought. The 
Greeks were correct in their teaching, that as a man lived so would he speak. Ben Jon- 
son has said that no glass renders a man’s form and likeness so true as his speech. His dis- 
course is an open window through which his soul can be seen. So it can be said of Judge 
Thomas J. Wharton, that distinguished citizen and eminent jurist of Mississippi, whose name 
stands at the head of this sketch. No person can pass an hour in conversation with him 
without feeling that he is inthe presence of a gentleman of deep culture, pure thoughts and 
noble aspirations; one who is broad in his humanity, charitable and merciful. Judge Whar- 
ton was born at Nashville, Tenn., May 18, 1817, and is the son of Jesse and Elizabeth (Rice) 
Wharton, who were natives of Virginia, from Albemarle county. The elder Wharton was a 
lawyer by profession, and a highly educated man. He took a prominent part in the political 
affairs of Tennessee, to which state he removed in 1795, locating in Nashville. In fact, he 
was one of her leading and most honored citizens. He was a member of both houses of the 
state legislature, also both houses of congress, and retired from public life at the age of 
forty. This was when he was in congress, and during James Madison’s administration. 
During his active professional life he had the largest practice of any lawyer in Tennessee, 
and accumulated a large fortune. He died in 1834, his widow surviving him but a few 
months. The Whartons were of Welsh descent. Judge Wharton attended the primary 
schools of Nashville and then entered the University of Nashville, where he was graduated 
with high honors in the fall of 1834. He began the study of law and was admitted to the 
bar of Mississippi, before the supreme court, in January, 1537, soon after opening a law 
office at Clinton, where he remained for six years, meeting with marked success in his pro- 
fession. From Clinton he removed to Raymond, where he continned his practice for six 
years, after which he located at Jackson, his present home. His younger brother, Francis 
A. R. Wharton, who studied law with him, was a partner from the time he was admitted to 
the bar (1842) until 1882, when Judge Wharton was appointed to the bench. He is now in 
practice at Raymond, Miss. In 1857 Judge Wharton received the nomination from the dem 
ocratic party to the position of attorney-general and was elected. — In 1861 he was re-elected 
without opposition, and served until he was removed by Federal authority in the spring 
of 1865, under the reconstruction measures. He then resumed his practice, which he con- 
tinued with distinguished success until 1852, at which time he was appointed judge of the 
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circuit court, of the ninth judicial district, by Governor Lowry. Before the expiration of 
his term the legislature passed an act retiring three circuit judges and five chancellors. The 
ninth district was merged into the eighth, which retired Judge Wharton, and he returned 
to his private practice. He was a believer in the right of the states to secede, and supported 
the Confederate cause with all the earnestness of his character, but when the cause went 
down and the Federal authority was again established he was active in the reconstruction of 
his state, and recommended strongly the adoption of the reconstrnetion measures. He was 
appointed by Governor Clarke one of the commissioners to Washington in behalf of the state 
to accept the reconstruction measures of the government. The reconstruction government 
adopted by the state was rejected by the Federal government and she was put under a pro- 
visional government. Judge Wharton regards the assassination of President Lincoln as the 
greatest calamity that could possibly have happened tothe South next to the defeat of its 
cause. He was a great admirer of President Lincoln, and believes that in his death the 
South lost her best friend. 

The Judge was. married at Nashville, Tenn., June 15, 18387, to Mary T., daughter of 
Rey. Jobn T. Edgar, D. D., who for thirty years was pastor of the Presbyterian church of that 
city. Her mother was Mary Todd, of Kentucky. The children born to the Judge’s mar- 
riage, who are living at the present time, are: Thomas J., Jr., assistant postmaster at Jack- 
son; Iva, wife of J. J. Hampton; Margaret E., wife of George S. Green; Louisa HE. and 
Sallie G. In hight Judge Wharton is about five feet eleven inches, thin and straight in 
form, exceptionally dignified in carriage. His well-shaped head is ornamented with a 
liberal growth of gray hair, and a mustache is the only adornment of his intellectual counte- 
nanee. His eyes are blue and expressive, and although he is well along in years his mind is 
still vigorous and his step elastic. He is courteous and warm in his manner, especially to 
his acquaintances, and his generous heart is filled with the milk of human kindness for all. 
To a man possessed with these qualities it is hardly necessary to add that his hospitalities 
have made many persons happier and better, that his domestic relations have been and are 
of the best order, and that he is a devoted and affectionate husband and father. He has 
given much time and study to subjects outside of his profession, and often lectures to 
delighted audiences. His historical and biographical paper of Mississippi, from 1801 to 
1890, has won for him the applause of thousands. He is a gifted orator; his language is 
choice, rich and full of thought, his sentences well rounded, and delivered in a clear, culti- 
vated voice. There are few men of to-day so well versed in the history of Mississippi, or so 
well qualified to discuss it as he. He has witnessed the erection of her capito] at Jackson, 
attended every convention held there, and has heard every speech of importance that has 
been delivered within its walls. He has also been a member of almost every democratic 
convention held there, and could have had, unquestionably, any political position within the 
gift of the people of his state, had he sought it. The dying advice of his distinguished 
father was never to aspire to or hold any political office, and this advice he has faithfully 
kept. It is in the legal forum that Judge Wharton is at his best, for bis learning is pro- 
found and complete, and is greatly enhanced by a natural gift or an intuitive perception of 
law. He rarely, if ever, becomes entangled in any case, however intricate, but takes up the 
most difficult problems of law, and with his clear analysis goes to the bottom of them. The 
vast resources of his mind are always at his command, and in the discussion of a cause he 
is never at a loss for ideas or words to give force to his arguments or authorities to sustain 
them. He is possessed of a rich and varied elocution, and in his arguments is ever respect- 


ful to the court and courteous to his opponents. While he dignified the ermine of justice 
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it was thought that no just cause could fail. His integrity, ability, learning and calm. 
equipoise of head and heart were assurances that the cause before him would be tried and 
adjusted upon its own merits. As a judge he combines some of the best elements that have 
been united in that office. Among these may be mentioned.his deep learning, his knowledge 
of the fundamental principles of law, his calm, dispassionate mind, his ceaseless endeavor 
to get at the truth, and his fervent zeal for justice, as the end and intended fruit of 
all law. 

William B. Wheatley is a substantial resident of Washington county, Miss., but is 
especially well and favorably known in the vicinity of Arcola, in which place he keeps a well 
patronized hotel. He was born in Wheeling, Va., in 1837, being the second of four 
children born to Warren Wheatley, a native of Westmoreland county, Penn., which was once 
a part of the Old Dominion. He later resided in Illinois and Missouri, and died of cholera 
in St. Louis in 1849. The maiden name of his wife was Johanna Cool, a daughter of George 
Cool, a Pennsylvanian, and a millwright by trade; he was in the War of 1812, under Gen. 
Authony Wayne. The paternal grandfather, George Wheatley, also a soldier in 1812, was 
born in Virginia, was also a millwright, and was called from life in the city of St. Louis, Mo., 
in 1845. His wife was a Miss Leggett, of Va., of which state, his father, William Wheatley, 
was also a native shipearpenter, a millwright by trade, and was one of four brothers who settled 
at Red Stone, now McKeesport, Penn., who built the first model keelboats there, and started 
the first shipyard. They were Revolutionary soldiers. They came west of the Alleghany moun- 
tains after the war and bought land with their land warrants issued by the state of Virginia to 
‘her soldiers. They built and ran flatboats and keelboats to New Orleans, when Louisiana 
belonged to Spain, our subject’s great grandfather dying on a trip to New Orleans on one of his 
boats, and being buried at or near Ellis cliffs, near Natchez, Miss. Their names are as follows: 
Isaac, Thomas, John and George. George Wheatley, the grandfather of William B., was one 
of a large family of children: George, Samuel, John, William, Elijah, Nancy, Sarah, Mary 
and Margaret, being the only ones remembered. The sisters of William B. Wheatley are as 
follows: Sophia, the wife of Thomas Griffith, resides in Monroe county, Ohio; Sarah, is the 
wife of McKinley Blayney, of Washington, Penn., and Elsie R. Amos, who died in 1880, 
leaving four children. William B. was reared in Pennsylvania and St. Louis, Mo., and was 
educated at West Alexandria, Penn. In the winter of 1853 he began life for himself as a 
cabin boy on board a vessel called the Allegheny Clipper. He remained on the river for about 
twelve years steamboating, and in 1861 opened a hotel at Cape Girardeau, Mo. At a later 
period he engaged in the produce business in Memphis, from which place he moved to Vicks- 
burg, and in 1866 he took up his residence at Greenville, where he conducted a hotel until 
1881, since which time he has been a resident of Arcola, the most of his time being given to 
merchandising. He was married in 1863 to Miss Fmma Holt, a native of Missouri, and a 
daughter of Thomas Holt, of Virginia, a successful architect. To Mr. Wheatley and his 
wife three children have been born: Colin, who died in 1864; Belle Lee, who died in 1868, 
and William W., who now resides at home, and is the agent at the Grand Pacitie depot. Mr. 
Wheatley has always been a democrat in polities, and socially belongs to the Masonic order. 
He and his wife are worthy members of the Baptist church, and in the different localities in 
which they have resided have won many friends. Mr. Wheatley has been quite a traveler, | 
especially in the central and western states, and as he was of a rather restless disposition he did 
not settle down permanently until 1865. He has journeyed up the Mississippi river above 
Minneapolis, Minn., the Missouri river from its mouth to the head of navigation, the Ohio 
from Cairo to Pittsburgh, the Red river from its mouth to the northern part of the Indian 
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territory, the Ouachita river as far as Camden, Ark., the Arkansas river to Fort Smith, and 
the White river to Batesville. He was also on the Gulf of Mexico for six months, on the 
Morgan line of steamers, from New Orleans to Galveston, ex. His anecdotes of his travels 
and adventures are very interesting, and are made doubly so, for Mr. Wheatly is a fine con- 
versationalist, and relates a story well. He has seen many sides of human life, but his 
experience has not hardened his heart or made him forgetful of the wants of his fellowmen. 
In personal appearance he is decidedly prepossessing. He weighs one hundred and seventy- 
five pounds, is five feet seven inches in hight, has brown hair, and dark gray eyes full of 
intelligence and kindly humor. As a host he is careful of the wants and wishes of his guests, 
and at all times endeavors to make their stay with him comfortable and pleasant, and that 
he does so is testified by the many who patronize his house. He owns his home and several 
business houses in the town, and in all is worth about $5,500. 

George W. Wheeless. The history of every community is made up, so far as its more 
interesting features are concerned, of the events and transactions of the lives of its leading 
representative citizens. In any worthy history of Claiborne county, Miss., an outline of the 
career of Mr. Wheeless should not fail to be given. He was born in this county on Septem- 
ber 18, 1846, his youthful days being employed in obtaining an education which is a 
decidedly practical and useful one. His parents, G. B. and Ehzabeth (Davis) Wheeless, 
were born in Georgia February 10, 1804, and Claiborne county, Miss., in 1826, respectively, 
their union taking place in the mother’s native county in 1843. Mr. Wheeless followed the 
noble and independent calling of an agriculturist, and by his upright, manly and consistent 
life, did much for the elevation of that calling. Although not an active or bitter politician 
he favored democratic principles, and always supported the representatives of that party with 
his vote and influence, which was considerable. He invariably tried to do as he would be 
done by, and although he expressed his mind freely when occasion so demanded, he was 
not in the least disputatious, but was careful of the feelings of others. His life was daily 
illustrated with deeds of kindness, and it may be truly said of him that he never violated a 
friendship or willfully wronged one of his fellowmen. He lived toan advanced age, dying July 
3, 1889, and his remains now rest in the cemetery in Port Gibson. The homestead is still the 
abiding place of his widow, a kindly, Christian lady. The family that in time blessed their 
union are as follows: Henry 8., a promising young business man of Port Gibson, died dur- 
ing the yellow-fever scourge of 1878; George W.. the immediate subject of this biography, 
comes next in order of birth; Martha, is the wife of 5. P. Patterson, a successful planter of 
the county; Mary died of yellow fever in 1878; Sallie is the wife of Sanford Bloomquist, 
who is head engineer and superintendent of the oilmills at Port Gibson; G. B. is a planter 
of the county and is unmarried; Joseph D. is also a resident of this county; Samuel died in 
1876, at the age of fourteen years; Charles F. is unmarried and is the proprietor of the 
Wheeless hotel, a popular hostelry in southwest Mississippi; Lizzie is the wife of P. L. 
Shaifer, a planter of Claiborne county, and John A., the youngest of the family, makes his 
home in this county also, but is at present attending Mississippi college in Hinds county; 
Frank is deceased. In the family cemetery is erected a beautifnl monument sacred to the 
memory of the dearly loved father, brothers and sister. George W. Wheeless, being the 
eldest living member of his father’s family, remained with and cared for his parents until 
he attained his twenty-fifth year, then began making his own way inthe world, and to his own 
well-balanced, active intelligence and unswerving perseverance he owes his present prosperity. 
His first work was as an agriculturist, but after some years given to this work he determined 
to engage in more congenial employment, and accordingly opened a mercantile establish- 
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ment, a calling to which he devoted his attention with undeviating attention for a period of 
two years. He has been one of the pushing business men of the place up to the present 
date, and his sterling honesty and superior capability have long been well and justly noted. 
In his daily walk and conversation his kindness of heart and liberality are manifested, in both 
of which he is eminently deserving of mention as above the average of mankind. He was 
married on May 23, 1888, to Miss Irene Watkins, their union being solemnized at the home 
of Mrs. Wheeless’ parents in Jefferson county, the ceremony being performed by Rey. J. 
P, Hemby of the Baptist church of Tayette, Miss. Mrs. Wheeless was born in Jefferson 
county, being the eldest of three daughters born to her parents; Leota, wife of Fred L. 
Schoeber, a bookkeeper of Adjer, Ala., and Laura, aged eighteen. Their parents, B. F. and 
Anna (Le Gette) Watkins, were bornin Mississippi in 1842, and South Carolina, respectively. 
Mr. Watkins is a planter, owning four hundred acres of land, and is a finely educated 
gentleman, being a thorough scholar in Latin and Greek, having obtained his education in 
Oakland college. His father was a Georgian and his mother came of old Virginia stock. J. 
N. Le Gette, Mrs. Wheeless’ grandfather, was a native of France and she inherits much of 
her beauty, intelligence and vivacious manners from her Huguenot ancestors. She was 
educated at home by private tutors and was also for some time a student at Port Gibson 
Female college, where she acquired an education which has admirably fitted her for the 
enviable social position she is filling. She is noted for her grace and beanty, and the nobil- 
ity of her character and the kindly and generous impulses of her heart and mind are reflected 
in her face, which is of almost perfect contour and expression. Mr. and Mrs. Wheeless 
oceupy a high social position, and in their beautiful home make an agreeable and gracious 
host and hostess. Mr. Wheeless is a warm democrat, and socially is a member of Franklin 
lodge No. 5, of the I. O. O. F. 

John Whitaker (deceased) was a native of North Carolina, born in the town of Enfield, 
December 13, 1798, and was one of a large family of sons and daughters born to Eli B. 
Whitaker. The latter was the son of John Whitaker, who was born in Warwick county,Va., 
and who was the son of Richard Whitaker, who came from England to America about the 
time Cromwell was beheading a number of the leading citizens of England. Richard Whita- 
ker, on coming to this country, settled in Warwick county, Va., bringing his wife and two of 
his cousins with him. In Warwick county they reared large families, many descend- 
ants of whom afterward settled in Tennessee. Richard had a small family, lived to be 
quite old, and died before the Revolutionary war. His son, John, when a young man, left 
the paternal roof, going to North Carolina, where he entered land in the vicinity of Enfield. 
He was the first settler in that district. He entered very large tracts of land in that vicinity, 
where he reared his family. One of his sons. Eli B., father of the subject, was brigadier- 
general of the militia of North Carolina, and served in the Revolutionary war in that 
capacity. His wife was a sister of Gov. John Branch, of North Carolina, who was one of 
its most prominent politicians and citizens. ‘To Eli B. and wife were born nine sons and 
six daughters, all of whom but one lived to be grown. Several moved to Alabama, others 
to Florida, and still others to Louisiana, and the father to Mississippi in 1818. Only two 
of this family are now living: Lizzie and Martha, who live in Oswichee, Ala. Eli, the 
youngest son, was in the Confederate army during the war, and was captured in the battle 
of Gettysburg and died in some Northern prison. The otbers followed planting and were 
leading and representative citizens in the counties where they settled. The father of these 
children died at an advanced age in Tallahassee, Fla., and was a very earnest worker in 
the Methodist- church. John, the subject of this sketch, attended the college of Chapel 
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Hill, N. C., and in 1818 came overland to Mississippi, bringing about forty slaves with 
him. One of the negroes, Phil Branch, is still living on the home place. He claims to 
have been born in 1796, and is a smart old fellow, and used to be the carriage driver of the 
family. Mr. Whitaker, when he first arrived, camped where Mrs. Lewis now lives in 
Woodville, but from there he soon went to Louisiana, settling near Laurel Hill, where be 
purchased a plantation and remained until 1838. He then came to the present place, 
where he remained the rest of his life, devoted to his family and home. He was a stanch 
Whig, and a man of broad views and noble principles and was well posted in the public 
affairs of his day. He was a liberal contributor to all charitable institutions, and was an 
active worker and supporter of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. He was a class- 
leader and steward in the church, and died in 1807, a just and good man and a good neigh- 
bor, loved by all. He was an ardent follower of the chase, and while out so carried the 
respect of his associates that even the most profane would not swear in his presence. He 
was married to Mrs. Rodgers (nee Verbenia Stewart), a descendant of one of the oldest resi- 
dent families in the state. By this union was born one child, Nolans. Mr. Whitaker’s next 
wife was a Miss Caroline Saunders (the daughter of Augustus Saunders, who was auditor of 
public accounts at Jackson, Miss., at his death), who was educated at Sharon, Miss., and at 
Nashville, Tenn.,a graduate of both institutions. She had a superior intellect and a finished 
education, was highly cultivated and refined, and died in 1851, having been a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and a devoted Christian. By this union were born seven chil- 
dren: one, Elizabeth, died in infancy; Anna Augusta, another, is now the wife of Dr. W. D. 
Wall, of Jackson, La.; James W., was reared on the home place and was educated in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, where he remained for three years. Returning home he was married to 
Salle Robert, sister of Dr. Robert, of Centerville, Miss. By this union were born nine 
children: James, Robert, Joseph, Anna, Rebecea, Sally, Esther, William S. and Eloise (who 
is deceased). James entered the Coufederate army at the age of fifteen yours, and served 
until the close of the war; he now resides on his farm, and is engaged in planting; Martha 
R. (now deceased) was the wife of Dr. J. C. Robert, of Centerville; Eli B. is traveling and 
prospecting in the mining districts of the West; James owns the old homestead and married 
Miss Lizzie I’anver, and is engaged in planting; Richard is a merchant and planter at Whit- 
aker Station, ou the New Orleans & Texas railroad, in Wilkinson county. He was born in 
1854 and educated at Trenton, Ark. In 1872 he began for himself at planting on the home 
place, and was married in 1877 and Jocated on this place, where he remained one year, then 
moved to Louisiana, where he engaged in planting and merchandising in Hast Ieliciana par- 
ish. He located at the present place in 1851 and engaged in planting and merchandising, 
and in 1888 at Whitaker Station, of which place he is the founder. He is also engaged in 
sawmilling, ginning, ete., and has about two thousand five hundred acres of land well under 
cultivation. He was married to Antoinette Mitchell, of Amite county, where ske was born 
and reared, the daughter of Antoine and Henrietta J. (Dunn) Mitchell, natives of Louisiana 
and Mississippi, respectively. They were early settlers of Amite county. Her grandfather, 
Henry Dunn, was one of the very early settlers of that region, and entered the land upou 
which Clinton is now built, and was very prominent in social and public matters. Mrs. 
Whitaker was educated in Clinton, her home and birthplace. To Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Whitaker were born three sons and four daughters: Antoiuette, Antoine M., Anna H., Mar- 
tha R. and Mary (twins), John, and a baby boy, born January 20, 1891. Mr. Whitaker is 
a member of the K. of H. and K. of P., and is a Democrat in polities. He devotes his 
time and attention to his plantation, and is one of the largest planters of this portion of the 
county. 


oa 
= 

















































mas. 
peal 

i} ; - raise 
é wwinlo | 
anit lo wiih sone aud . 

; : ; 7 oye . Ps ry _ 

ii geil won krWA PM oie) hogs A fausy ii 1A i ait noi Iw 0d wii byroligers 
ed. erady At initial weu Ane iiddn HRI wpghane h anh) Parr on f aa 90 di axort dev 

onla duseow: off of saras ood} oH BERD liven hvcriomnay bea‘ wottatuahy bose : 
iomale a Buy ri oietiagl forts tlinaal eral OV feels ph hil wid lo, Sarvs, ‘ogll. howinwer 9 iw a, 
vif edt oi betsoy How caw ban. aslgigning wllom bus wwnty ford Yoo pac ahag nil W te 


a 


OA RAY » syollatitentd aitaiivede Ue of wahaditiaes Lriedil «sew all unt aid to erate. 








alo seow off .dito® dowd)? [nqoosiq’. ethudtet oll to sadgogqqsa doa, yhow sviton 
igien heey « bus sam bhouy ban ies Tae! ai beth base doe edt ot finwete bas rabeol 
eit hairiss oe by elidw barge est alt i wratiot 4c ght a Saw alt Als. ad parol, aod a's 
.H  .sunseetq ail ol weswe joa blnow oapiowy deoin alt agze tad), ea $aiooe A wid lo dooqaon ‘ 
iad lo add Jo ong to Jashusseob » head gimadieT al) aroyboft 8 alt, pf Troi-rseven, aow 
tron eeiatidW alk saslo .blide awo aed eee powie add yl odpta eld oF eaili jit, dah 
aw odw evehanse spiesynA to wabehgeafy od) ay wbane® onions) aeilt a anw oliw 
de Eve fi ,awia f vbe asw odw Advieb sid te ..2aill wont onl, ib ahanos at oildng., 


bedeial 2 haw josifesiai wolteqsa a baad od aquititiiwal tod to.9 seubary, 6, mung? pllivden, 

































i lo sedenoad a i i 221 of beth bee beoier boa balavithoe tale a Yh notson be 
-lido «as ayy a Tere id ¥ agin? bujoreb a bra dessa leqooeigit taih wilted, 
TW 2 to olive of! wou ao} slings aaniry WA aad ; oumluk ai bail dod asilat asto, cnath. 
iba ot hatsepbe saw hue soeiq emod od) ao Bornes aww , W aactal 4.0L Goadoal io. lie W Z 
of bebysact sav od ocood watrwiell se0% seydt tot boaiadot of ound basal 208 dgard 
ia ind ota ior aid vt aol whloeiasD Wo trsdoil 11 16 vans _ybesdodl silat 
fst) asiolal } a ivy 4 Mm vis sevarherh Bia itodoad woe sagthfite 
hovise fue ait? to a iris adil yedt bewine —— {boas aonb at wl 
adi. iMosly at begayes 1s ariel ahd go abieot woul ye vuaw adi to. on ify en) tite: 
hua wailstsi ef $f UM j:ollivaetagD to dredlefl O 4 a to ative edd eaw + (boanoouh wea) if 
hai ae rs i blo ad? eawo excaal ciaeW edt to etorieih yoinin alin pais aso 
tid’ és teataalg bus do frendoi ;yattasig an be it) vi baa woven vixshl « cM : 
i ome ] , alli i fimowdins T & 4imoliO wert £ ont. 89 J anol ote toabin, 
mod sl ao veritual loaatidd onged ol STEAL al dité vodaarl: odacaring hus ‘beet 
nt “sev gow | votaees. Gul opod ASBuUY naa yo atin | ga Trek ret be olen (iy ana fism 2 Pe ey ia, 
ey aunsioie'd das of yuisibandersin haw gortasle at bopenns ad arotly 80 siainad at davoge | 
viethaedquem fe gainaly of begayne a ; i? Bi pi aonly, dogagrg. odd dai byinsal ol, jai 
fowweue oles wl aehasot edd ei od onlay dom to solisi@ sodatidW ie ei aL at bre 
But aw tisl bs ion betborl oh bewauoutt egnt dacs BB bon, pres esl “Qui tik dl 
nod enw ade evedw.viaues otiaA te Jlodedilt, otteniotnA of baiecgen ‘waw. oh dotwiiigs, 
saaieits vara dfedotild (wautl) | ettemosh ban enioi 40 raidgnah elt bases bira,, 
sodiaibusry wH. .iagoo siimA to avelise yim asew You Tr yle yijooqes., iq qizaiaailt ban . 








joqu. bash odi bevdas bus waeiget bell be enolites. 4 yinwe yiov adi to neo, 2am aon, 
alt veretiant oilduq bue Isiooe af Jaguio ey ener aa Dans tind wou, a nosail: aoidw 
oil alt Sas all oT  »oalqdinid bea, omod rod nota, af botpouba, nam sodatid 


fa 


If ,.H eonk ,. soiotast wtdeniosad sretiforshs ei hoa aioe peat, wid mow odaiid 


YS ce a? Lid : 
ai solasid ali £021 08 riaoual, aod .yod qdedvs ban. anahole cy heme has J 
| Ae 





pal 





-ait extoveb eH .mpitilog aileron ni: it at, ne 





and to node aidd Te aypaenyileg ae 


— 


S 





1024 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


John J. White was unanimously elected president for the third time of the Yellow Pine 
Lumber association, which held its meeting at Montgomery, Ala., March 6, 1891, was born 
in Anderson county, S. C., April l, 1830, a son of William Moore White. The organization 
which insists that he stand at its head, has for its range on membership sawmill men in 
the states of Georgia, Florida, Alabama and Mississippi, and represents an aggregate capital 
of immense proportions-—that which is operating an industry now conceded to be one of the 
most important of what is popularly termed “the great South.” Mr. White is also vice pres- 
ident, for the state of Mississippi, of the Southern Lumber Manufacturers’ association, which 
embraces the principal manufacturers of lumber in the states of Missouri, Arkansas, Louisi- 
ana, Texas, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. His father, William Moore White, was born 
in Ireland in September, 1803, and came to America at the age of eighteen years. Locating in 
Charleston, 5S. C., he engaged in carpentering for a time, having first served an apprentice- 
ship at that trade inthat city. He afterward went to the northern portion of the state and 
indentified himself with the milling business, later associating himself with his brother in the 
manufacture of cotton fabrics and a general line of cotton goods. There he met and married, 
about 1828, Miss Elizabeth J. MeMurtray, of Scotch descent and a native of South Carolina. 
In 1838, having lost his factory by fire, Mr. White moved with his family to Mississippi, 
locating in Madison county and engaged in the manufacture of lumber. His mill, which was 
operated by water power, was a primitive affair, but his business for those days was an exten- 
sive industry. There he sawed the most of the lumber used in the construction of the first 
houses erected at Canton, Miss. He afterward turned his attention to farming, in which he 
was engaged until his retirement from business. He now lives near Camden, within a few 
miles of his original settlement in the state, and although at the advanced age of eighty- 
eight years, is quite active for one of his years. Mrs. White died in Madison county at the 
age of forty-three, in 1847. Mr. White afterward married, and his second wife is now liv- 
ing. To Mr. White and Elizabeth J. MeMurtray White, were born four sons and three 
daughters, of whom the first born is the subject of this sketch, John J. White, who was about 
eight years of age when his father moved from South Carolina to Mississippi. His educa- 
tional advantages were good, however, and he received a thorough training in the public 
schools of his neighborhood. He passed his boyhood days upon the plantation, growing to 
maturity in Madison county, and remained with his parents until after he attained his 
majority. A particular incident of his boyhood is the following: The sebool which he attend- 
ed was quite large and of a high grade for the time and locality. Young White took great 
interest in his studies and with characteristic energy directed all his efforts toward a mastery 
of the highest branches, and was soon so far*advaneed as to be chosen his teacher’s assistant, 
and afterward there being a vacancy, caused by the death of the former teacher, he was 
placed in charge of the school which he had previously attended and continued for 
several years as its teacher. His push and determination to make a place for himself in the 
world were such that he could not think of remaining for an indefinite time in such employ- 
mont; and in partuership with his brother, Robert KE. White, he soon branched out in the saw- 
mill business near Sumuinit, Pike county, Miss., where he had removed in 1859. The war 
came on tio yerrs later and cut him off, temporarily, from the hope of the fruition of the ambi- 
tious desires which were, no doubt, cherished in the heart of the young man. During the dark 
days of “61” when the question of secession was paramount in the minds of the people of 
the South, Mr. White was an eirnost an} eonststent Union min and opposed secession in all 
its forms, but when his state decided to withdraw from the mother government, he felt his 


first allegiance due to her and he at once became her earnest supporter. 
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Robert E. White, his brother, enlisted in 1861 in the McNair rifles, which were mustered 
into the Confederate service and attached to the Thirty-eighth Mississippi regiment. He 
was stricken with brain fever at Murfreesboro and died in a tent on the field before he could 
be removed to the hospital. The withdrawal of his brother from the business caused its 
entire responsibility to fall upon the shoulders of John J. White, who conducted it success- 
fully for some time, and supplied a considerable amount of timber used in the construction 
of Confederate gunboats, but in 1S62 he laid aside his peaceful pursuits and enlisted in the 
Wilson guards, and was mustered into service as a member of company H, of the Thirty- 
ninth Mississippi regiment. He was soon commissioned lieuteuant of bis company, and par- 
ticipated in the fights at Corinth and elsewhere. With his regiment he was at the siege of 
Port Hudson after the taking of Vicksburg, and fell a captive into the hands of the enemy 
and was carried to Johnson’s island, near Sandusky, Ohio, where he was confined as a prisoner 
of war until the close of hostilities. Undaunted and unflinching, he shouldered his musket 
and fought gallantly for the Confederate flag, taking part bravely in some of the hottest bat- 
tles. Mid whistling bullets and flying missiles of death, blinding smoke and horrifying 
scenes, he endured to the end, having risen from the ranks to the proud position ofa com- 
missioned oflicer. Returning to his home in Pike county, he began with redoubled energy to 
re-establish his ruined business and re-engaged vigorously in the manufacture of lumber. He 
began making money, and has been remarkably successful up to the present time, though he 
has bad several very destructive fires, by which he has sustained losses amounting to nearly 
$100,000. In 1881 he was completely burned out, but rallied again, and at that time supplied 
himself with a new outfit throughout, consisting of improved modern machinery, dry kilns, 
etc. His sawmill is of the steam-feed kind, and has a capacity of fifty thousand feet per day, 
aud his planingmill has a capacity of thirty thousand feet, and he uses four Sturtevant dry 
kilns. He has fourteen miles of railroad equipped with iron and steel rails, and two loco- 
motive engines. His present plant is loeated on the main line of the I]inois Central rail- 
road, one mile south of Macomb City, Miss. He owns about fifty thousand acres of timber 
Jand in Pike and Marion counties, and has a kind of little city under his feet, as it were, 
everything being under his control, which is called Whitestown, in contradistinction to 
Macomb City. He employs nearly two hundred operators, the inhabitants of his place num- 
bering between five and six hundred persons. Mr. White has taken an active interest in educa- 
tional matters, and at his little place near McComb City he has two pubhe schools, one for 
white and one for colored children, which are maintained by him principally. He has also 
erected a large Union church building, in which Christians of all denominations are priv- 
ileged to hold meetings. Mr. White’s residence sets well back in the distance, perhaps half 
a mile, but not so far off but that he can hear the whistles of his own locomotives of his own 
road, and at the same time listen to the hum and buzz of the sawmill, or to the continuous 
sound emanating from the planingmill (all of these, no doubt, being music in the ears of the 
average sawmill man), and watch the even tlow of bis business, as each employe goes forth 
attending strictly to his own duties. Thus the mind grasps the entire scene: bustling busi 
ness, without which the wheels of progress can not be made to turn, and by which a liveli- 
hood is earned; schools and education—that which is so necessary to the upbuilding and 
refinement as well as success of any community of people; churches and religion—that which 
is indispensable in cultivating that high moral sentiment necessary to insure future safety 
and happiness. In 1570 Mr. White married Miss Helen FE. Tyre, who has borne him seven 
children. Mr. White is one of those quiet, unassuming men who accomplish magnificent 
results without ostentation or effort. Publie-spirited and generous to the last degree, he is 
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conceded to be one of Pike county’s most universally respected citizens, and in his business 
relations he is known widely and favorably’ throughout the entire lumber sections of the 
United States. Mr. White stands pre-eminent amongst his fellowmen. Every movement 
tending to elevate those about him, every movement for the public good, finds in him not only 
an earnest advocate but a liberal supporter. Mr. White is strong and active, and though 
time has tinged his hair with gray, it is but the silver crown of a life well spent. 

Col. Thomas W. White was born in Elbert county, Ga., January 8, 1S24. He was a 
son of William and Concord H. (Brown) White, natives of Virginia and Georgia respectively. 
William White removed to Mississippi about the year 1845, and settled in De Soto county, 
where he resided until his death, which occurred in 1864. He was highly esteemed, and was 
one of the most substantial merchants of Hernando. Colonel White received his early educa- 
tion in Georgia, and was afterward graduated from the law school of Harvard university. 
He then taught for a short time, and in 1847 he opened an office in Hernando, where he 
practiced his profession up to the time when the hand of death fell upon him, July 26, 1SS9. 
He was a democrat, and took deep interest in political affairs. He was a member of the 
legislature before the war, the only time he was induced to accept public office. His last 
public service was as president of the board of levee commissioners of the Yazoo ( Miss.) 
delta. He came to Mississippi a young, modest, studious lawyer, and grew with the pass- 
ing years until he was long since recognized as the foremost of the community. He was a 
wise, prudent man, noted for the justice of his dealings and the integrity of his conduct. He 
was highly cultivated in his tastes, well read, and widely traveled. He was possessed of a quick 
and ready sympathy, which won him the allegiance of all who came within the charmed 
circle of his acquaintance. He loved home and family, and few men bad more friends. In 
1861 Colonel White built an elegant residence in Hernando, where bis wife, formerly Miss Mina 
Meriwether, of Georgia, and family still reside, surrounded by all the comforts which his 
loving forethought could suggest. . 

W. H. White, M. D., Brandon, Miss., was born at Steen’s creck, Rankin county, October 
17, 1848. His father, Thomas S. White, was descended from Scotch-Irish ancestry and 
emigrated to Alabama when it was a territory, and later to Rankin county, Miss. He was a 
man of local prominence, and an old line whig, who represented Rankin county in the legis- 
lature one term, having been elected in the memorable campaign in which H. 8. Foote 
defeated Jefferson Davis. Although a slaveholder he doubted the righteousness of slave- 
holding and was opposed to the war and secesssion. Dr. W. H. White received the best 
education the schools of his section afforded, and by dint of assiduous application, aided by a 
strong native talent, he acquired a wide range of practical information. In 1869 be matricu- 
lated in the University of Louisiana (now Tulane university), from which institution he 
received the degree of M. D. in 1873, after baving attended four consecutive courses of 
lectures. Dr. White located in Brandon in. 1885, where he has built up a large and 
devoted patronage. He is thoroughly imbued with a love for his profession, is a hard 
student and keeps well up with the advance of medical science. He is an honored meim- 
ber of the Mississippi State Medical association, of which he has been vice president; has 
been a delegate to the American Medical association; has been a frequent contributor of 
essays which have been read to the state association, and has oecasionally contributed 
articles for the medical press. Dr. White is at present health officer for Rankin county, 
having received his appointment in [S84 from the state board of health. Socially, as well 
as professionally, he is deservedly popular with all classes. He loves his friends and holds 


that, like the king, “they can do no wrong.’? Toward his oppouents he is tolerant, and 
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toward his enemies indifferent. His highest ambition is to merit the confidence and esteem 
of his patrons, to prove himself worthy of the high regard entertained for him by his friends, 
and to do his whole duty in the sphere of life in which his lot is cast. In religious views 
he is, as were his ancestors, a Methodist and a zealous worker in his church. In polities he 
is a modern democrat. He is a close student of political economy, and an interested observer 
of the current history of his country. He has been an ardent Free Mason for many years 
and occupied the chair of worshipful master of Evening Star lodge for several terms. Dr. 
White was married, in 1874, to Miss Mary KE. Allen, a daughter of Col. Daniel Allen, a man 
of sterling character and influence, and a veteran of the War of [S12. The Doctor’s home is 
a model of domestic happiness, and it is there that he receives inspiration and courage for 
the arduous duties of life. 

Among the most reliable and substantial merchants of Lee county, Miss., is W. R. White- 
sides, Nettleton. He is a native of Mississippi, born March 8, 1852,and is a son of Thomas and 
Martha A. Whitesides. His father was a native of South Carclina, born Mareh 20, 1824, and was 
a son of James and Sarah Whitesides. During his infancy his parents removed to Alabama, 
and there he received his education. When he was sixteen years of age they went to 
Itawamba county, Miss., and he engaged in planting. In 1549 he was married to Martha A. 
Keys, a daughter of James and Susan E. Keys, born in Lawrence county, Ala., March 30, 
1830. They had born to them six children, one of whom died in infaney: Susan H., deceased; 
James K., who married Sallie E. Simonton; Lou Ollie, wife of I. E. Sykes; and Annie M., 
wife of W. G. Francis. The father continued farming until the Civil war broke out, and in 
March, IS61, he enlisted under Capt. James Bullard in the Tenth Mississippi regiment. 
When his time expired he organized a company of state troops, went out as captain, but was 
soon elected colonel. He served until the surrender. He was paroled May 1, 1860, after 
which he settled with his family in Itawamba county. In 1869 he removed to Lee county, 
and located at Shannon, where he embarked in the mercantile trade in connection with his 
agricultural interests. In 1883 he was elected treasurer of Lee county, and held the office 
{wo terms. He was a democrat in his political opinions. In 1871 he received injuries from 
falling out of a wagon, and never fully recovered. He died April 7, 1891, at. Shannon... He 
was a Mason of high degree, and a deacon in the Missionary Baptist church. 

W. R. Whitesides assisted his father on the farm, and attended the common: schools 
during his youth. He was united in marriage to Miss Alice Borum, a native of Mississippi, 
born August 20, 1853, and a daughter of Richard M. and Emeline Borum. Three children 
were born of this union: Joseph B., was born October 13, 1875, and died November 3, 1875; 
Arthur W., was born December 12, 1887; Daisie Emma, was born May 29, 1851, died October 
2, 1SSo. Mr. Whitesides continued farming until JSS2, when he engaged as a clerk for W. B. 
Redus of Shannon; he was employed in this capacity until October, 1SS7, when he took 
charge of astock of goods at Nettleton, the firm being W. B. Redus & Co. August 1, 1SSY, 
Mr. Whitesides and E. R. Wiygul bought out the business, which they have since conducted. 
They carry a well-selected stock of goods, and have built up a prosperous business. Mr. 
Whitesides 1s a democrat in his political opinions, and cast his first presidential vote for 
Samuel J. Tilden. He is a member of the town council and is also town treasurer: he is 
treasurer and trustee of Providence college of Lee county, and belongs to the Knights of 
Honor. Tor many years he has been a member of the Missionary Baptist church, and like 
his father, has been a generous contributor to all religious and educational movements. He 
is a man keenly alive to the public needs, and a citizen who would not disregard his duty 
to his fellowman. 
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North Carolina has contributed many of her sons to distant states who have shed luster 
and honor on their adopted home. But the Old North state never contributed one more 
universally liked and respected than the subject of this sketeh. At White Hall, Wayne county, 
N. C., on the 6th of June, 1822, was born Dr. N. H. Whitfield. His father, Maj. Edmond 
Whittield, was no stranger to the legislative halls of North Carolina, but his sturdy, inde- 
pendent spirit would never permit him to be an office holder, though more than once his 
native state endeavored to honor him with an office of high trust, the state treasurership 
being among the honors tendered him. Major Whitfield married Miss Penelope C. Holmes, 
of Clinton, Sampson county, N. C. Through the vems of Miss Holmes coursed the blue 
blood of aristocracy; she was a granddaughter of the distinguished General Clinton. From 
this union was born Dr. N. H. Whitfield. The early ancestors of Dr. Whitfield were con- 
spicuous cavaliers, who refused to bend their necks to Cromwellian tyranny. They took refuge 
in the untrodden wilds of America, and the colonial history of New York, Virginia and 
North Carolina attests the valor, the energy and the intelligence they displayed in carving 
out the fortunes of America. Under the United States government they have always been 
bravely aggressive, ready to defend her liberty aad advance her prosperity. As an evidence 
of the aid they have extended their country, William Whitfield, a great-uncle of Dr. Whit- 
field, contributed one hundred and twenty sons and grandsons to the American cause during 
the last war with England; they were conspicuous in expelling the foreign foe from the soil. 
The Whittfields have always been successful in the financial world, and honorable and upright 
in their business relations. Many of them have accumulated fortunes. William Whitfield, 
from whom the Doctor is a lineal descendant, came from England about the eighteenth cent- 
ury. He married a Miss Goodman, and settled in Nansemond county, Va. When North 
Carolina was still in its virgin state, and the Indian roamed unmolested through its unbroken 
wilds, a descendant of William Whitfield moved hither from Virginia, and settled on the 
Neuse river. He named his home White Hall. This spot is now designated as a flourisl 
ing town, and around this town have lived and flourished for two hundred years the descend- 
ants of this brave and progressive pioneer, who, like Boone, knew no fear and acknowledged 
no master. It is noteworthy to state that though five generations have come and passed 
over the river of death, the Whitfields still own the place settled by their honored forefather. 
On December 9, 1793, was born at this place Edmund Whitfield, the father of Dr. Whit- 
field. Jdmund Whittield, inheriting the pioneer spirit of his early ancestor, moved West in 
1840, with his family, and settled at Aberdeen, Miss. At that period railroads were an 
unknown factor, and transportation was effected by wagons. But Major Whitfield safely 
made the trip through dense forests and an unbroken wilderness until he reached the home 
of his adoption. Major Whitfield was a large and successful planter, and an honor and a 
credit to the society of Aberdeen. He lived quietly and happily in the midst of his ample 
possessions until September 14, 1867, when death ended his existence. He died as he had 
always lived, an honorable Christian gentleman. His career had never east one blot on the 
escutcheon of his distinguished family. The mother followed her departed husband January 
6, 1875. Six children were the result of this union, two of whom are now living, the subject 
of this sketch, and Mrs. Mary A. Holmes, a true wife, a loving mother and an earnest culti- 
vated Christian. One of the sons, O. H. Whitfield, achieved distinetion in the legal world, 
not only carving his way to the top of his profession, but was appointed chancellor judge of 
his district, which office he filled with distinguished ability and with honor and eredit to him- 
self and family. Dr. N. H. Whitfield was educated in North Carolina. He isa fluent and 


interesting conversationalist, and his striking and well-rounded poriods clearly show the care- 
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ful and classical training he received. At the age of twenty-one he developed a taste for 
materia medica, and began the study under a private tutor, Dr. B. L. Hatch, an able prac- 
titioner of Aberdeen. Untiringly and with energy did he pursue his profession as a science 
for two years. He here laid a foundation on which he built his eminent success in future 
years as a surgeon. Being carefully prepared be entered the University of Pennsylvania, 
where he graduated with the first honors of his class in 1546-7. He began the practice of 
medicine near Aberdeen, and his ability being quickly recognized he rapidly built up a lucra- 
tive practice. His devotion to his profession soon caused his health to fail, and he reluct- 
antly turned his attention to agriculture, being compelled to give up medicine. In this new 
field his natural ability and common sense soon asserted itself, and he rapidly made money 
for seyen years: but longing for the social amenities of town life, he sold out his farming 
interest, moved to Aberdeen and embarked in the mercantile business. His genius of success did 
not desert him here, for until the war broke out he was known asa suecessful merchant. When 
the South, in 1860, was convulsed with excitement over the warsoonto burst forth, Dr. Whitfield, 
with heroic courage and with prescient knowledge, fought the dismemberment of the Union. “It 
will bring,’”’ said he, “nothing but ruin and destruction in its wake, and inevitable calamity 
will be the portion of the South.” How truthful and prophetic were his words! He said 
slavery was doomed, that our so-called free government was the laughingstock of all Europe; 
why not abolish slavery, and why shall we plunge this beautiful Southland of ours in a destruct- 
ive war’ But like his native state he fought manfully the war issue until the ordinance of 
secession was declared, when he offered his services and his talents for the protection of bis 
people. He first entered the Confederate service as a quartermaster, with the rank of major. 
This position being distasteful to him he resigned and was immediately appointed surgeon, 
and was ordered to take charge of a large number of hospitals at Grenada, Miss. This duty 
was ably and efficiently discharged by him. : 

When General Grant made his first attack on Vicksburg, the Confederate service recog- 
nizing the eminent fitness of Dr. N. H. Whitfield as a surgeon, ordered him to report thither 
immediately, when he was appointed chief surgeon on Gen. M. L. Smith’s staff. This posi- 
tion was filled with perfect satisfaction to the Confederate service, and with distinguished 
credit to himself. As an evidence of the importance and magnitude of the post held by Dr. 
Whitfield it is only necessary to state that it was connected with the second largest division 
in Lieutenant-General Pemberton’s army, which embraced eight thousand privates, besides 
the various commanding officers, twenty-seven surgeons and a large number of hospitals 
filled with the sick and wounded. In the thickest of the fray, when death aud destruction 
stared every one in the face, and when the tenure of life was slight to both friend and foe, 
we find this heroic surgeon ever at his post of duty. No danger was too great for him, no 
duty too severe. After a destructive siege of forty-six days, Vicksburg was forced to sur- 
render to an overpowering force, and the enemy were in possession of the city. Dr. Whit- 
field was invited by a friend to call on General Grant, at his headquarters. ‘As soon as we 
arrived we sent in our cards by the servant, who immediately invited us into General Grant’s 
sittingroom, who met us and gave us a cordial weleome. We soon engaged in a pleasant 
conversation. During this time we conferred freely about the war. He regarded it as a 
great calamity, and manifested a strong desire to see it terminated and peace and harmony 
restored to the country. J could not fully realize that I was conversing with General Grant. 
He was so very plain in conversation and in his manners. He did not seem to be aware of 
his own power, or the influence he would have or exert in controlling and shaping the future 
destinies of this country, either for good or evil, if he lived. The more I saw of him and 
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became acquainted with him, the more I became thoroughly impressed with the very extra- 
ordinary combination of rare elements of character which he exhibited. He manifested a 
strong sympathy for the South, and thought the South had made a very great mistake in 
withdrawing from the Union.” After conversing for some time the Doctor thought he had 
trespassed too long upon General Grant’s time; he arose and bade the General good-bye, at 
which time the General handed him the following order, written and signed by himself: 
TTeapQuartreRs DEPARTMENT, VICKSBURG, MIss. 
TO TILE COMMANDING OFFICERS OF THE UNrrib STAVES GOVERNMENT AND ARMY: 

Please allow Dr. N. H. Whittield to pass in and out and through our Jines at the Various posts; to travel 

on all government railroads and steamers; to visit my headquarters at discretion, free of charge. © 
Very respectfully, 
ULS. Grant, General Commanding. 

Dr. Whitfield carefully and deliberately read the order. He calmly looked at the Gen- 
eral and said: ‘General Grant do you mean to attack my loyalty, or do you give me this 
simply as a matter of courtesy aud kind feeling, and to protect me against the casualties of 
this war? If the latter I accept it with pleasure.” Such acts of kindness endeared General 
Grant to all who met and knew him. ‘A more noble, generous foe I never met. It was cer- 
tainly very fortunate the South had such an adversary. J regarded him as a true, sincere 
patriot, and I believe that whatever he did was for the good of his country.” After the sur- 
render of Vicksburg he reported to General Pemberton, at Demopolis, Ala., for hospital 
work, but was soon transferred to Enterprise, Miss., where he was assigned to conscript duty, 
which office he held until the death of the Confederacy. Haying been paroled at Gaines- 
ville, Ala., with General Forrest and others, he returned to Aberdeen, Miss. At the close of 
the war the Doctor found himself a financial wreck, without a home to retire to, but still in 
possession of his untiring and dauntless energy. By close economy and judicious manage- 
ment he rapidly recovered from his financial embarrassments, and is to-day in possession of a 
handsome income and a beautiful home. The rapid recovery of his wealth the Doctor attrib- 
utes to the faithful and loving assistance of his cultured and amiable wife, to whom he was 
married in 1849. She was at all times faithful and true, and she followed his pathway 
through life knowing no higher duty than to administer to the wants of him who was her 
guide and helpmeet. Her death, which was a sad blow to the Doctor, took place in LS67. 
She was a Miss Anna Hill, and was descended from a family prominent in politics, social posi- 
tion and wealth. Dr. Whitfield is a brilliant, aggressive writer, and the journalistic world, 
both North and South, has felt the effect of his cold, persuasive logic. During the political 
struggle of Mississippi, when negroism and carpetbagism were grinding the existence out of 
his beloved state, he came boldly to the front a second time, and defended her rights and 
liberties with his pen. He is a prominent member of the Presbyterian church, and a Mason. 
Dr. Whitfield has a very social disposition, and nothing delights him more than to entertain 
his numerous friends. He dispenses his hospitality in a brave and liberal manner. From 
the quiet haven of rest in his beautiful home at Aberdeen, he looks back over his eventful 
life and quietly awaits the time when his Creator shall call him to partake of the joys of an 
eternal happiness. 

Hon. J. J. Whitney, attorney, of Fayette, Miss. From his early manhood Mr. Whitney 
has given to Jefferson county the very best energies of his life and in bis career at the bar he 
has achieved an excellent reputation. He is a native of Jefferson county, Miss., where he has 
resided all his life. His father, John M. Whitney, was born in South Carolina, and when a 
stripling of sixteen years old came to Mississippi, in the year LSO8, and located at Green- 
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ville, or what is now called Old Greenville. After his marriage, in 1815, he engaged in farm- 
ing and became one of the most successful and prosperous planters of the county. His 
strong intellect and excellent judgment soon became known and he was elected to the posi- 
tion of probate judge, in which capacity he served ten years, and through his whole life 
enjoyed the highest confidence and esteem of the people. He was married in Jefferson 
county to Miss Clarissa Montgomery, a native of this county and a daughter of Alexander 
Montgomery, a pioneer of the county, and on his fine plantation near Fayette he resided 
until his death in 1867, his widow surviving him until 1871, when she, too, passed away. 
Six sons and three daughters were born to them, three sons and one daughter being now 
deceased. The eldest son, Rev. Alexander Whitney, was a minister in the Methodist Epis- 
copal church and died in Louisiana. John was a lawyer and died in Decatur, Ill. F. S. was 
a planter and died in Claiborne county, Miss. Of the living sons Dr. P. IX. Whitney is a suc- 
cessful practitioner of Fayette; C. W. is a merchant and planter of Louisiana, and Capt. 
J. J. is an attorney and planter of Fayette. The latter attained manhood in his native 
state and county, and as his father was in good circuinstances he had plenty of time to devote’ 
to the acquirement of an education and graduated from Oakland college, Miss., in the class 
of 1853. He then began following in his father’s footsteps, that is, he engaged in planting, 
and this calling received his attention till 1862, when his love for the South and his sympathy 
with the cause of secession caused him to enlist in the Confederate army. He became a mem- 
ber of the Fourth Mississippi cavalry and was elected lieutenant of company H, after which 
he was promoted to the rank of captain, in which capacity he served until the close of the 
war. He participated in numerous battles and skirmishes and surrendered at Gainesville, 
Ala., after which he returned home, changed his sword into a plowshare and once more 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 1574 he was elected treasurer of Jefferson county, and 
with the efficiency, faithfulness and honor which have ever marked his career he discharged 
the duties incumbent upon this office. in i582 he was honored by an election to the state 
legislature, and at the end of two years was chosen state senator and held the office four 
years. Later he was once more elected to the legislature, serving in all eight consecutive 
years, and having always the confidence of the people. In 1873 he was admitted to the bar 
and has been one of the leading attorneys of the Jefferson county bar. In the month of 
February, 1858, he was married to Miss Josephine Darden, daughter of John P. Darden. 
She was born and reared in this county, liberally educated and in all respects is eminently 
worthy of the old and honored family of which she is a descendant. Her eldest brother, 
Capt. Put Darden, was a brave and distinguished Confederate soldier, being commander dur- 
ing the whole war of the Jefferson artillery battery from this county. After the war he 
engaged in farming, and at an early day enlisted in the order of Patrons of Husbandry. 
With untiring energy and great ability he devoted his life to the cause, soon rose to eminent 
distinetion, and at his untimely death, July, ISSS, was master both of the state and of the 
national grange. Her surviving brother, Hon. T. L. Darden, is treasurer of the Mississippi 
State Alliance and represents his county in the state legislature. Mr. and Mrs. Whitney have 
five children: Annie; C. C., a railroad agent at Leland, Miss.; Lena, Della and Eula. The 
family move in the best social circles and are attendants and members of the Christian chureh. 
William HW. Whittle, a prominent physician and surgeon of Clarke county, Miss., was 
born in Kemper county, February 12, 1860, a son of William J. and Mahala (Flora) Whit 
tle. His father was a native of Mississippi and son of Richard Whittle, who was an early 
settler of Ketaper county. He had a family of three children: Winnie J., James and Will 
iam J. The paternal grandfather died in Smith county, Miss., and the mother in Kemper 
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county, near De Kalb. His father removed from Kemper county to Smith county, where 
he died in March, 1865. He served as a soldier in the Confederate army during the war. 
He was a prominent Mason and was a member of the grand lodge of Mississippi. He was an 
active, selfeducated and selfmade business man and prominent farmer, who was also inter- 
ested in other important enterprises. His wife, mother of our subject, was born in South 
Carolina, about 1830, a daughter of E. Flora, who moved to Kemper county probably about 
1836. She was one of seven children, of whom Lawson N., is a planter of Kemper county; 
Richard A., also is a planter in the same county; Minnie T. is now Mrs. Coolidge, of Noxubee 
county; William H. is next in order of birth; James J. is a dentist in Gholson, Noxubee 
county; Winnie J. is living in the old home in Kemper county; John N. is a teacher of this 
county. Mrs. Whittle, mother of the above, is living in Scooba, Kemper county. She is 
a devout member of the Primitive Baptist church. Our subject passed his youth in Kemper 
county. He was educated at Cooper institute at Daleville, Lauderdale county, and gradu- 
ated in medicine at Baltimore, Md., in 1882, and entered upon the practice of his profession 
at Coffadeliah, Neosha county, where he remained two years, removing to Peden, Kemper 
county, where he practiced successfully until 1890, when he came to De Soto, where he con- 
tinued his medical practice in connection with the mercantile business, starting a general 
store in the year just mentioned. He is also half owner in a mill and turpentine distillery, 
the output of the last-mentioned establishment being about five hundred barrels per year. 
He was married November 16, 1856, to Miss Anna B. Wright, of Lake Burnside, Neshoba 
county, a daughter of Col. A. R. Wright and Mary L. (White) Wright, natives of Georgia, 
in which state Mrs. Whittle was born in 1864. They have two children, Clara H. and Mary 
L. The Doctor is a member of the State Medical association and is very prominent in the 
County Medical association. Politically, he sides with the democratic party. He is a mem- 
ber of Chickasaw lodge, A. F. & A. M. Besides his other interests above mentioned, he 
has a fine farm in Ciarke county and other interests in the town of De Soto. His partner in 
the milling business is Joseph McGee, and Lee Ethridge is his partner in the turpentine enter- 
prise. The Doctor is a young man of much public spirit and he has made his own way in 
the world with marked success, not only professionally but socially and commercially. He 
and his wife are both members of the Episcopal church and contribute largely to its various 
interests. 

Whittington Brothers. Among the pioneer families to come to Amite county, Miss., and 
engage in planting were the Whittingtons, who were led by Moses Whittington, a Georgian, 
who took up his abode here in the early part of the present century. His son, William J. 
Whittington, was born in this state and county March 16, 1818, and was here saat in the 
bonds of matrimony to Miss Permelia Evelyn Bolin, a native of this county, and a daughter 
of William Bolin, who was a Jefferson county Mississippian, born in 1793. He was a soldier 
in the War of 1S12, and was in the engagement at New Orleans with General Jackson. He 
removed from Jefferson to Amite county in an early day, became well known here, and here 
spent his declining years. After his marriage, William J. Whittington was engaged in 
planting near Liberty for a number of years, and there lost his wife, in Franklin county, 
May 4, 1SS7, after which he moved to Gloster, where he now resides. Notwithstanding the 
fact that he is now seventy-three years of age, he is in the enjoyment of fairly good health, 
his mental vigor being also unimpaired. To himself and wife a family of six sons and two 
daughters were born, all of whom are living at the present time. N.C. Whittington, his 
son, is a member of the firm of Whittington Brothers, and was born near Liberty September 
8, 1841. He was given the advantages of the schools of this county, but finished his educa- 
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tion in the New Orleans Commercial college. In the early history of the Civil war he 
responded to the call for troops, and was a member of the Seventh Mississippi infantry, Con- 
federate States army, and took part in a number of important engagements, among which 
may be mentioned Shiloh, where bis clothing was riddled with bullets; Murfreesboro, where 
he was wounded in the leg by a gunshot; Chickamauga, where he was seriously wounded in 
the shoulder and hand and permanently disabled, and one or two other engagements of less 
importance. Soon after this he returned to his home, and was here married in 1869 to Miss 
Anna M. Robertson, a daughter of Joseph Robertson. Mrs. Whittington was born and reared 
in Jackson, Miss., and upon her marriage to Mr. Whittington removed with him to Natchez. 
The latter was engaged in merchandising at this point for about one year, then moved his 
goods and established a country store in Jefferson county, four years being spent here. At 
the end of this time his establishment was destroyed by fire, and he then turned his attention 
to farming, near Mount Zion, in Franklin county. Since L885 he has been a resident of 
Gloster, and has been associated in the mercantile business with his brother, their house 
being one of the first to be established in the place. Mr. and Mrs. Whittington are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. J. Monroe Whittington, the other member of the firm, 
was born in Amite county, August 24, 1S46. His youth was spent in obtaining an education 
and assisting on his father’s plantation, where he learned lessons of industry, patience and 
economy, which have since stood him in good stead. He was first married in Jefferson 
county, in 1S74, to Miss Ollie A. Fowler, a daughter of Col. Gabriel Fowler. His wife was 
born, reared and educated in Jefferson county, and was an intelligent, accomplished and 
amiable lady. She died August 23, 1S7S, leaving three children: Lucien N., Gortie M. and 
Anna C. Mr. Whittington married his present wife in Rodney in LSS1, she being Mrs. Sallie 
Haley, a daughter of Dr. HE. R. Manuels. Mrs. Whittington was brought up and edueated 
in Fayette, Miss., and has borne her husband two chifdren: Melenium Eloise and James 
Monroe. Mr. Whittington has followed merchandising since quite a young man, and from 
Fayette removed to Franklin county, locating near Meadville, where be sold goods and also. 
earried on a farm, continuing for about nine years. In 1885 he moved to Gloster, and here 
has since been associated with his brother in the mercantile business. Their stock of goods 
is well chosen, is extensive, and as they dispose of the same at reasonable rates, are honest, 
and endeavor at all times to please their patrons, they now command a very large trade. 
They are public-spirited, enterprising gentlemen, and are very social, cordial and agreeable, 
qualities that are very essential for success in any calling. The latter named member of the 
firm erected one of the finest residences in the town, but sold out recently and purchased 
other property. He and his wife are members of the Baptist church. They have a brother, 
Rey. J. R. Whittington, who is a minister of the Methodist Mpiscopal church. He is a man of 
superior intelligence and education, and in addition to attending to the spiritual wants of his fel- 
lowmen, he has, in times past, looked after their physical welfare also, being a graduate and a 
practitioner of medicine. Another brother, Walter W., is a farmer of Franklin county; Alex- 
ander is a merchant of Roxie, Miss.; Thomas L. is a farmer of Jefferson county; Indiana is 
the wife of Alexander Thomas, of Franklin eounty, and M. E. is the wife of LL. J. Imes, an 
agriculturist, of Jefferson county. 

John Lawrence Wiggins, attorney, of Rosedale, Miss., was born in Ashley county, Ark., 
in 1859, and was the third son born to the union of Samuel B. and Mary G. (Wade) Wig- 
gins, the father a native of South Carolina, and the mother of Tennessee. The father moved 
to Mississippi in 1536, followed farming and speculating, and later became a prominent 
planter and slaveowner in Louisiana. He subsequently moved to Arkansas and there fol- 
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lowed the same occupation successfully. The town of Hamburg, Ark., was built up on his 
place, and his old residence, the Wiggins home, is historic in Hamburg at the present time. 
His death occurred in 1871. His wife had died in 1862. Both were church members, he of 
the Baptist and she of the Methodist persuasion. The paternal grandfather was a native of 
North Carolina, and the grandmother, whose maiden name was Ricks, was a native of the 
Palmetto state. The maternal grandfather was a native of Tennessee and of an old and prom- 
inent family. John Lawrence Wiggins is practically self educated, having clerked and 
worked at other occupations to obtain the means to educate himself. He came to 
Mississippi in 1872 and first clerked for Nance Bros., of Bolivar, for a few months. He 
followed this business at other places for a number of years, and in 1879-SO attended the 
University of Oxford. After this he engaged as clerk and bookkeeper, and also carried on 
planting until 1886, when he entered the Louisville Law school. Tinishing the study of law 
in 1887, he at once entered upon the practice of his profession at Rosedale. On the Ist 
day of January, 1S91, he formed a partnership with W. B. Roberts. In the spring and sum- 
mer of that year the state witnessed a very warm political fight in the democratic party, the 
alliance of Bolivar county indorsing Mr. Roberts for the state senate on the sub-treasury 
platform in opposition to the views of his partner, Mr. Wiggins, who favored the renomina- 
tion of George and Walthall for the United States senate, in opposition to the sub-treasury 
and the alliance candidates, and in consequence thereof, Mr. Wiggins ran for the state legis- 
lature and was successfully nominated by the county democracy, the result of which was a 
defeat for Mr. Roberts and a final dissolution of their partnership in July. Mr. Wiggins 
enjoys a good practice and is keenly alive to the interests of his chents. He is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and is also a member in good standing in the Knights of 
Pythias organization. He is alive to progress and improvement. 

George M. Wilburn, Pickens, was born in Yazoo county, Miss., May 14, 1856, andis the 
third of a family of six children. His parents, William W. and Blizabeth (Crutcher) Wil- 
burn were natives of Virginia. The father emigrated from his birthplace to Yazoo county, 
Miss., in 1832, and was engaged in planting there until the time of his death in 18S. He. 
was a son of James and Sallie (Wyche) Wilburn, also natives of Virginia. The mater- 
nal grandfather of George M. was Reuben Crutcher. Young Wilburn was reared in the state 
of his birth, and attended both the public and private schools. After leaving school he gave 
his energies to planting, and now owns six hundred and forty acres, three hundred being 
under cultivation. Later on he embarked in the mereantile trade, and carried a stock of 
$1,200. He has been very successful in his business, and has given generously of the means 
he has accumulated for the aid of public works and the needs of the less fortunate. Polit- 
ically he affiliates with the democratic party. He is a member of the board of supervisors of 
Yazoo county, having been elected in LSS9. He has proved a very efficient and able mem- 
ber, and has given entire satisfaction to his constituency. Mr. Wilburn was married in LS7S 
to Miss Alice Pepper, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of A. G. and Amanda (Stuhle- 
field) Pepper. They have had three children born tothem: William W., Carrie and Gwin Pep- 
per. They are worthy and consistent members of the Missionary Baptist chureh, in which 
they are zealons workers. The Wilburn family is of Irish and Enelish origin, and is among 
the older settlers of Mississippi. 

R. H. Wildberger, banker, Clarksdale, Miss., the efficient cashier of the Clarksdale Bank 
and Trust company and an energetic and reliable gentleman, was originally from Tennessee, 
his birth oceurring in Memphis in 1852. His parents, John and Caroline (Cheek) Wildberger, 
were natives of Switzerland and Virginia respectively. The father came to the United States 
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in 1830 andthree years later made a permanent settlement at Memphis, where he was engaged 
in the clothing business, which he carried on until the outbreak of the war. He then enlisted 
in the Confederate army and served as lieutenant of an artillery regiment for two years, after 
which he was discharged on account of poor eyesight. He died in 1866. The mother is 
stil] living and makes her home in the Blue Grass state. R. H. Wildberger was reared to 
mature years in Memphis, educated at the Kentucky Miltary institute near Frankfort, and 
was for two years steamboat elerk on the Mississippi river. After this for eight years he was 
professor of natural sciences and commandant of cadets at the Kentucky Military institute. 
Tn 1S8S2 he was engaged in planting near Memphis, continued this for two years and in 1884 
moved to Clarksdale, where he became secretary of Sunflower Oil company for four years. 
In ISSN he was one of the organizers of the Clarksdale Bank and Trust company and was 
elected to his present responsible position as cashier. He is president of the Yazoo Delta 
Investment company, director of the Clarksdale Brick and Manufacturing company, and is 
also a director in the Clarksdale Compress company. He is a member of both the Masonic 
and Odd Fellow fraternities. He is notary public and insurance agent for fifteen companies, 
being the only agent in this part of the country. Insurance has of late years assumed such 
a degree of importance as to now constitute an important factor in commercial pursuits, and 
Mr. Wildberger adds efficiency in this line to his many other business accomplishments. He 
is a leading spirit in every enterprise looking to Clarksdale’s future greatness. He is an 
unusually busy man and one of the shrewdest business men in Mississippi. He bas been the 
life and spirit of every enterprise of Clarksdale and is an ofheer or a stockholder in every 
corporation of the town. He is tall and dark and is gentlemanly and courteous in his 
manner. 

One of the most efficient members of the board of supervisors of Adams county and its 
present president is Capt. Oliver N. Wilds, who comes of one of the oldest families of the 
state. He was born in Natchez on the 18th of August, 1539, the youngest of a family of 
four children born to Richard and Mary (Myers) Wilds, the former of whom was born near 
Manchester, Hngland, and the latter in West Virginia. About [S34 the father came to the 
United States, and after a short time spent in New Jersey he came to Natchez, and here in 
1836 he started a foundry, the first in the city. The works stood near the site of the old, or 
first, cottonpress under the hill, where he did a good business. He died in 1866. His wife 
died in 1839, soon after the birth of the subject of his sketch, after which Mr. Wilds married 
a Mrs. Gipser. Oliver N. Wilds was reared in Natchez, at which place he attended the 
public schools and the institute, the latter being under the management of Messrs. Gaines 
and Cornish, under whom he graduated. He learned the trade of a machinist and engi- 
neer, serving an apprenticeship of four years, after which he worked at the same for the 
same length of time. He finished his trade in Cincinnati, after which he studied draughting 
for some time, and was there at the opening of the war. He returned to Natchez early in 
ISG1; for sixty days was a member of a company, after which he joined the Natchez 
Southrons under Capt. Richard Inge, and was at the battle of Shiloh, where he was badly 
wounded, and was afterward discharged from the service, being unable to enter the sexvive 
again, In 1862 he was married to Miss Barbara Koerber, a native of Natchez, and a 
daughter of Lewis Koerber, an early pioneer of that city. After his return from the army 
Captain Wilds began planting in Adams county on a small seale, and although he nly 
raised six bales of cotton the first year he rapidly extended his business until he beeame on 
of the most extensive planters in the county, his crop of cotton amounting to three thousand 


five hundred bales one year. He is now the owner of four plantations in Louisiana and one 
MMM. 
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in Adams county, of which one thousand nine hundred acres are under cultivation. In 1876 
he bought his fine residence in the suburbs of Natchez, a beautiful place of some twenty- 
five acres in extent. The residence is beautifully situated and surrounded by majestic oaks, 
making it one of the loveliest places of the city. In IS76, in partnership with A. G. Ober, 
he purchased a number of fine plantations, and was very extensively engaged in farming 
until ISS7, when he sold out to Mr. Ober. In 1876 he was elected a member of the board of 
supervisors, and upon the death of Mr. Pollock was made its president, and has been the 
presiding oflicer of that body ever since. He has been instrumental in making many improve- 
ments in the way of roads and bridges in the county, as well as reducing the tax rate and 
advancing the county’s credit. To Captain Wild’s union ten children have been born: 
Lena Marcella, who died ip infaney; Mary Virginia, the wife of Dan Reagan, now residing 
in Terre Haute, Ind.; Richard S. is now the manager of his father’s plantation; Stella is an 
accomplished and popular young lady, and was educated in the convent near Mobile, Ala. 
(the Mississippi river steamer, Stella Wilds, was named in her honor); Oliver K. is attend- 
ing a college of Bay St. Louis; Aurella; Louisa, who died in infaney; Albert J.; Edna, who 
died in infancy, and Eva Hillary. Mrs. Wilds and all of her eldest children are members of 
the Catholic church. Mr. Wilds is one of the wideawake business men of Natchez and has 
always been an active citizen and an enthusiastic supporter of all things for the good of 
Adams county. He is popular and well liked wherever known, and in the bosom of his 
family is a model husband and father. 

L. and N. Wilezinski, wholesale dealers in dry goods, groceries, ete., and cotton com- 
mission merchants at Greenville, carry a stock of goods valued at $100,000 and do an annual 
business of $500,000, This business was started in Greenville in 1868, under the firm title 
of L. Wilezinski & Co., general merchants, aud their annual business was very large 
from the very start. Since then this has steadily increased, and the firm is now the largest 
in the Yazoo delta. They began exelusively in the wholesale business in 1887. Leopold 
Wilezinski, senior member of the aboye mentioned firm, was born in Germany and came to 
America when a boy. He resided for some time in Tennessee and Louisiana, where he mainly 
followed planting and merchandising, but in 1S6S he came to Greenville and at once formed 
the present business. In 1585 the firm erected their storehouse, a large two-story brick, 
and in 1889 they erected the finest block in Greenville, at a cost of 350,000. This firm is 
the only one on the delta that own their cotton yard and fireproof cotton warehouse, the lat- 
ter haying a capacity of ten thousand bales, and they also own several plantations, consist- 
ing of ten thousand acres with four hundred acres under cultivation. Leopold was married 
in 1876 to Miss Levenson, a native of the Blue Grass state, of a very prominent family, and 
three children have been born to tis union: Joseph, Junius and Louis. Mr. Wilezinski is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity. In 1S72 and 1S76 he was mayor of Greenville, and started 
the first improvements ever instituted. During the time he was in office the first railroad 
(the Georgia Pacific) was commenced and Mr. Wilezinski did all in his power to promote 
that and to attract foreign capital to Greenville, besides taking a leading part in all other 
enterprises of a laudable nature. His partner and brother, Nathan Wilezinski, was married 
in 1880 or 1881 to Miss Levenson, of Kentucky, a sister of Leopold's wife, and the fruits of 
this union were two children: red and Hortense. There were five brothers of the Wilezinski 
family who came to Washington county, Miss., abont the same time. One resides on a plan- 
tation in the country and the others are living in Greenville. When they tirst loeated in this 
town it was a hamlet of perhaps five hundred people, and no one has Gone more in yarious 
ways to advance and develop her resources than the members of this family. Their new 
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building, Wilezinski block, is a most tasty edifice, and their large two-story office building, 
consisting of oftices and storerooms, with its highly ornamental and artistic tower, adds much 
to the looks of the town. A few years ago they laid out part of Greenway plantation, which 
was one of the finest in the state. and which adjoins the town of Greenville, into five hun- 
dred city lots, and this they called Wilezinski’s addition to the city of Greenville. A number 
of tasty residences have already been erected, and from present indications many more will 
undoubtedly soon be built. A line of street cars passes through this addition and terminates 
in a beautiful park on which there is a large, handsome grove, the only one in the county. 
Streets are being laid out and graded and it has been only a year or so since it was a pro- 
ductive cotton field; its prospects for building up and improving from now on are very great 
indeed. 

Col. Drury D. Wilkins, planter and merchant, Duck Hill, Miss. The Wilkins family is 
of English descent, and among the earlier settlers of North Carolina was the Colonel's grand- 
father, who was an officer in the Revolutionary war. The Colonel’s father, A. S. Wilkins, 
was born in the Old North state on the ISth of Mareh, 1812, and was the youngest of a 
family of nine sons. He attained his growth in his native state, and was married in Lincoln 
county of the same to Miss Levina Warlick, who was born in the Palmetto state in 1514, and 
who was of German parentage. In 1838 Mr. Wilkins moved to Tennessee, settled in Ham- 
ilton county, near Chattanooga, where in connection with planting he followed the blacksmith 
trade, conducting a general wagon and repair shop. He left there during the war, but 
returned after peace was declared and continued bis former business there until his death in 
May, ISS89. His wife survived him only a few months and died in 1890. They were the 
parents of seven children—four sons and three daughters—all of whom lived to be men and 
women; one son, W. W., was a soldier in the Confederate army and held a comumission, 
dying in the service of his country in 1865. Another son, L. B. Wilkins, was also a soldier 

‘and heid a commission; he was killed at Fort Doielson. The other two sons, Dave A. and 
Drury D., are in partnership in the mercantile business at Duck Hill. The latter, the 
youngest in order of birth of the above mentioned family, was born in Cleveland county, N. C., 
on the I1Sth of March, 1834. He secured a fair common-school education and remained with 
his father until nearly grown, when he engaged in railroading with Gray, Dent & Co., con- 
tractors. Mr. Wilkins was their manager of construction until 1860, working on the Tlinois 
Central road, and the following year he enlisted in the Confederate army, Brand’s battalion. He 
was under Colonel Dent the first year and in 1862 he was detailed to the quartermaster depart- 
ment, where he was engaged in the manufacture of salt for the army in the Tennessee Salt 
works until the close of the war. After returning from the war, Colonel Wilkins took his family 
to Tennessee in a wagon while his wife went the entire distance, two hundred miles, on horse- 
hack. In the fall of 1865 Mr. Wilkins returned to the West and located in Montgomery 
county, Miss., where he has since been extensively engaged iu planting. He is the owner of 
several plantations and is one of the largest landowners in the county, having about twelve thou- 
sand acres of land in Montgomery,Carroll and Grenada counties. In1867 Mr. Wilkins embarked 
in merchandising in connection with his planting interests, and he carried on a large mercantile 
establishment at Winona for a few years. He now has a large brick store at Duck Hill, and 
is doing a general mercantile business. He resides on one of his plantations, about four miles 
from Duck Hill, and devotes his time to the mavagement of the same. He is an excellent 
business manager, has aecumulated a large estate and is one of the wealthiest men in Mont- 
gomery county. He is well known and respected for his many excellent qualities as a busi- 
hess man, citizen and member of society. The Colonel was married in Montgomery county 
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on the 9th of April, 1861, to Miss Mary R. Eskridge, a native of Montgomery county, Miss., 
and daughter of Tolive and Sophia (Butler) Eskridge, who were formerly from South 
Carolina, and who were of an old and prominent family. Mr. Wilkins’ marriage resulted in 
the birth of seven children: Lula, wife of D. R. Branch; Waddie, wife of Thomas A. Will- 
iams; William, Emma, attending school; Belle, also attending school at Winchester, Teun. ; 
Drew and Erne BE. The Colonel. his wife and most of the children are members of the 
Baptist church. Colonel Wilkins is a Knight Templar in the Masonic fraternity and is also 
a member of the Knights of Honor. 

Charles Williams, proprietor of the Pearl river foundry in Jackson, Miss., was born in 
England in 1827, the youngest of three sons born to Paul and Elizabeth (Norham) Williams, 
the former of whom was a machinist by trade. He came with his family to America in 1829, 
and settled at Philadelphia, where he built the first worsted machinery in the United States. 
He continued in business in the city of Brotherly Love until his death, in 1834, his widow 
surviving him until 1862. Charles Wiliams was educated at Manayunk, near Philadelphia, 
and learned the machinist’s trade at Reading, Penn. At the age of twenty-one years he had 
completed his trade, and became an engineer on the Philadelphia & Reading railroad, and 
the next year (1849) was engaged as master mechanic of the Illinois Central railroad, the 
construction of which was then begun, and six months later he was made superintendent. 
After serving in this capacity for one year he returned to Reading on account of sickness, 
and again became engineer on the Reading railroad, running a locomotive for a few months. 
At the end of this time he was engaged by the Pennsylvania railroad to take charge of the 
railroad shops at Miflin, Penn., remaining in their employ until 1853, when he was engaged 
by the Mississippi Southern railroad to come to Jackson and become superintendent of the 
road. Three years later he became general superintendent of the combined line from Vicks- 
burg to Meridian, and was the youngest general superintendent of a railway in the United 
States. in that capacity he served until he resigned of his own accord, in 1559, to enter 
other business. During the war he ran a gristmill for the Confederate government, five 
miles east of Jackson, and at the close of hostilities he at once started the Pear] river foundry 
on the west bank of the beautiful Pearl, which he christened with the name which its pel- 
lucid waters suggested. He and his enterprise were among the pioneers in an undeveloped 
forest, and although obstacles which invariably beset the pioneer and explorer strewed his 
pathway, they were courareously met. and successfully overcome. This enterprise, in every 
respect, breathes the spirit of energy and intelligence that animated the veteran proprietor, 
Mr. Williams, which attribuies have characterized his course throughout an honorable and 
successful business career of over a quarter of a century. The following article was pub- 
lished in the Jackson Clarion on December 12, 1567, and was written by the now Hon. Ethel 
Barksdale: ~ 

This establishment deserves a more than passing notice. Its founder and proprietor, Mr. Charles 
Williams, belongs to that class of men who are destined to become famous as the architects of the future 
material prosperity of the South, if it be recorded in the book of fate that she is ever to arise from the 
dust and ashes of her defeat in her strugele for independence, 

This class embraces the stanch, solid, laboring men of the country who have apprehended the 
requirements of the times, and consequently addressed themselves to the task of supplying what is 
needed. 

Noman deserves more credit than the avriculturist who, nothing daunted by the destruction of the 
labor system of the Country, gathered courage from adversity, and entered upon the hard task of wresting 
from the bosom of mother earth her fruits with the poor materials that were left him. For itis from her 
undeveloped resources, at least, that the elements of a restored prosperity must be secured. 

But not less deserving of reward is the manufacturer, who, amid the wreeks whieh surround him, 
essays to build up such enterprises as the one over which Mr. Williams presides. 
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The farmer will toil iu vain to restore the prosperity of the country if he is wholly at the merey of 
foreign interests and dependent upon them for the implements with which he works. The great object 
of our people should be to make what they need at home, and the money which is expended to supply 
their wants will circulate amony themselves. Last season tens of thousands of dollars were sent outside 
of the state for agricultural tools. It went to enrich the people of Louisville, Pittsburgh and other com- 
mrutities, and hundreds of thousands were expended in the Western markets for provisions. [In meet- 
ing these expenditures the cotton crop of the state hits been almost wholly absorbed. 

The Pearl River foundry is a complete establishment. By reference to his advertisement it will be 
seen that the proprietor has determined to leave no pretext for purchasers to seek other markets in order 
to supply themselves with the various descriptions of articles which are manufactured there. They are 
very numerous and are afforded at lower rates than usual. A thoroughly practical man, he has aceumnu- 
lated all the latest labor-saving improvements by which work can be done expeditiously and at the lowest 
cost, and has gathered around him a corps of experienced and skillful craftsmen. The best evidence of 
his success is found in the fact that at the recent exhibition at Kosciusko his plow (which he offers at from 
$5 to $7) took the prize from six other manufacturers, and his ornamental work has been purchased by 
some of the most imposing buildings that have been erected iu Vicksburg, as well as this city, since the 
close of the war. When the superior facilities of Vicksburg for cheap river transportation from the 
largest establishments of Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and other Northern cities are considered, it will be 
imagined what a triumph Mr. Williams has achieved by his success over other competitors in that city. 

We need not doubt the success of this enterprising and thoroughgoing citizen. It is an assured 
result, if our beautiful and glorious land is not forever lost in gloom and darkness, and this sad fate will 
not overtake her if other classes of our countrymen will display but one-half of his energy, skill and 
courage in useful undertakings. 

In 1873 he erected his present building, oceuapying some four acres on South State 
street, and from this establishment turns out annually a large number of plows. His plow, 
called the Pearl River, has taken the premium wherever exhibited. He makes all kinds 
of agricultural machinery, at which he is an adept, and in his establishment, which is the 
largest of the kind in the state, he does all kinds of repairing, and also makes machinery to 
order. He has been very successful financially, and is the owner of a fine tract of land 
in Jackson, on which are erected seven houses, and he also owns a farm of eighty acres near 
the city. He is very courteous and kind to his employes, and is very thoughtful of 
their comfort, his factory being supplied with everything for their convenience. When run- 
ning full force he employs about forty men, the majority of whom are skillful and prae- 
tical mechanics. Mr. Williams is very tasteful and imethodical in all his ways, and is a 
very desirable gentleman with whom to have business dealings, for he believes in and prac- 
tices the teachings of the golden rule. He is a stanch democrat of the Jacksonian type, but 
has never been an aspirant for public office, although he was a member of the city 
council fora number of years. He was at one time appointed mayor of Jackson by Governor 
Ames, but respectfully declined the office. In 1857 he was married to Miss Rosa Spang- 
ler, a daughter of Joseph Spangler and a native of Vicksburg. She died in 1886, without 
issue, an earnest and worthy member of the Catholic church. 

C. C. Williams, president of the Meridian Sash, Door and Blind factory, one of the lead- 
ing manufacturing concerns of the city and the largest of its kind in the South, was born in 
Hawkins county, Tenn., February 12, 1826, a son of George Williams, who was a native 
of the same county, having been born at Red Bridge, Tenn. He was reared, educated and 
died in his native county, and was regarded as one of the best planters in that part, of the 
state. His wife was Sarah Moore, who bore him eight sons and three daughters, who grew 
to maturity, four sons and two daughters surviving until the present time. Of this 
large family of children the subject of this sketch was the fifth in the order of nativity. He 
was reared and educated in Hawkins county, Tenn., completing his studies at the Emory 
and Henry college. He came to Mississippi in IS49, and located at Okolona, Chickasaw 
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county, and there engaged in planting. In 1562 he enlisted in company C, of the 
Twelfth Mississippi cavalry, and served until the close of the war. He came to Meridian, 
Miss., in 1S71, and bought an interest in a small sash, door and blind factory. This con- 
cern, largely through Mr. Williams’ management, has developed into the present great Merid- 
ian sash, door and blind plant. It has always been recognized as the leading manufactory of 
this class of goods in the South. This being a distributing point, the products of this con- 
cern reach all of the surrounding states, and they have been sent as far as Cairo, TI, on the 
north, and to Texas, on the southwest. The gentlemen composing the company which owns 
this large plant are thoroughly conversant with their business, and keep constantly in stock 
-the very best material inthe country, their ample capital enabling them to carry a large sup- 
ply of Jumber which is not manufactured until it is thoroughly seasoned, and for this reason 
gives the very best of satisfaction. Their main factory building is 112x210 feet, being two 
and three stories high, while their brick warehouse is over two hundred feet long, with over 
forty thousand feet of floor space. Their planing department has a eapacity of about fifty 
thousand feet of dressed lumber daily, and the concern carries over two million feet of lumber 
in stock, and is prepared to execute unlimited orders. Its work can not be surpassed for 
beauty, style and finish, and is made from designs which are models of taste and elegance. 
The company manufactures and keeps in stock sash, doors, blinds, moldings, newels, balus- 
trades, brackets, stairs, and all kinds of inside finish, as well as office and bank furniture of 
the most tasteful character; in fact everything that the building trade demands which can be 
manufactured out of wood. One hundred and twenty-five men are employed, and about sev- 
enty-five machines are in operation. Mr. Williams, besides being the president of this con- 
cern, owns stock in nearly every enterprise in the town. He was married in 1861 to Miss 
Ardenia Pullen, of Giles county, Tenn., and they have four children living: F. W., E. C., 
Mrs. Lillie Smith and Mrs. Daisy Weems. Mr. Williams is a deacon in the Meridian Bap- 
‘tist charch. 

Charles D. Williams, one of the most substantial and progressive citizens of Hinds 
county, Miss., was born near Auburn, Ala., May 18, 1S48. His father, the late Samuel Moore 
Williams (born 1805, died 1889), was a native of South Carolina, an architect; he planned 
and erected many of the courthouses of his own state and in Georgia. Tn the latter state he 
married Emeline, daughter of Dr. Pleasant Philips, whose-ancestors were English. The 
subject of this sketch is the eldest of their seven children, and until he was thirteen years old 
he attended school, but on the outbreak of the Civil war the school was closed and his education 
was practically finished. Shortly before his eighteenth birthday, he enlisted in the Georgia 
cavalry as amember of Cheatham’s staff. Three days later a severe scalp wound disabled 
him, and before he was again able to be in the saddle, General Lee had surrendered. His 
parents, who had been wealthy at the beginning of the struggle, now found themselves poor, 
and with their family they came to Mississippi where they engaged in farming. This they 
pursued until 1868, when they removed to Texas. Charles, having obtained a situation as 
clerk in Raymond, remained behind. For his first year’s services he was paid his board and 
$6.25 per month. But he had made himself the trusted friend of his employer, who raised 
his salary a few dollars the ensuing year. This he divided with his mother. Four years 
thereafter, he was engaged by Messrs. Harrison & Lewis, of Edwards, where he was joined by 
his younger brother, Philips, who was employed by the same firm. Together they saved 
suflicient money to buy a farm in Texas, which they presented to their parents, who were 
thereby rendered independent. They remained in Edwards until 1878, when with a capital 
of $400 each they formed a copartnership with C, Ju. Robinson, of Bolton, to conduct a 
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general furnishing business. Here they prospered, and at the expiration of two years they 
dissolved the partnership with Mr. Robinson and carried on the business in their own name 
and according to their own ideas. In 1SSo J. M. Black was admitted as a partner. The 
following summer, the interest of P. P. Williams (who removed to Vicksburg) was purchased 
by his brother. In December, ISS), he also bought the stock owned by Mr. Black, and now 
conducts the business under the firm name of C. D. Williains & Co. (the company is nominal). 
He earries a stock of general merchandise, the inventory of which is $6,000; with this he does 
annually a business of $125,000, During thirteen years his business has grown from 3400) 
the first year to $150,000 at the present writing (1891), and from handling fifty bales of 
cotton in [S78 to three thousand five hundred in 1890. He owns stock in two of the best 
banks in Jackson and one in Vicksburg, besides a liberal share of life insurance. Hach year 
he retires from $1,000 to $5,000 for outside investments, and expends a great deal in charity. 
His landed estates to the amount of fifty-five hundred acres are under his personal super- 
vision and are growing in beauty and value. His plantations are furnished with the latest 
‘and best farming implements and are excellently stocked. He expects soon to retire from 
mercantile life and devote his attention to the management of his plantations. He belongs 
to several fraternities, the Masons and the Knights of Honor among them. He is also a 
member of the Methodist church. In 1890 he married Miss Lula Bates, whose father, F. 
A. Bates, was one of the first physicians of Alabama. 

Hon. C. W. Williams, a prominent citizen of Aleorn county, and one of the oldest settlers 
of northeast Mississippi, was born in Marshall county, Tenn, in 1818. His father, William 
Williams, was a native of the Old North state, aud came to Tennessee in 1798, setthug on 
Mill creek, near Nashville. From there he moved ont on an old Indian trail, about fifty 
miles south, near the Nashville & Huntsville road. He had been previously married in 
Granville county, N. C., to Miss Elizabeth Allison, a native of that state and the daughter 
of Robert and ——~ (Oglesby) Allison, also of North Carolina, the father of Scotch descent. 
Mr. and Mrs. Allison lived to be old people, he dying at the ave of ninety-six years, and she 
at the age of ninety. They were the parents of nine children, the youngest one living to 
be sixty years of age before a death oceurred in the family. The father of our subject fol- 
lowed farming after coming to Tennessee, although in his early life he had followed mer- 
chandising. He started with a small stock of goods early in the present century, and grad- 
ually increased his business until he became a very successful merchant. He also engaged 
in the same business at what is now Inown as Belfast, in about 1831; was succeeded by his 
son, Robert Williams, who in turn was succeeded by his sou-in-law, Joseph Orr, who was 
succeeded by his widow, Mrs. Orr, the latter now carrying on the business. Thus the busi- 
ness has been conducted by some member of the family since its foundation. Mr. Williams 
died where he settled in Tennessee in 1842 or 1845, at the age of sixty-eight years, and was 
a consistent member of the Methodist church. His father was of Welsh descent, and preb- 
ably a native of Wales. His wife died in Marshall county, Tenn., at an advanced age and 
was also a member of that chureh. Their family consisted of ten children, seven of whom 
lived to be grown, but only C. W. Williams now living. They were named in the order of 
their births as follows: Mrs. Naney MeCrory, the mother of Mrs. Dr. Price and Mrs. Dr. 
Taylor, ef Booneville; Benjamin, died in Mississippi; Robert, died at Belfast, Tenn. ; Will- 
iam, died in Mississippi; C. W., subject: John, died at Louisburg, Tenn.; Mrs. Sarah Now- 
lin, died in Mississippi; and Alfred O., died in Tennessee. The others died young. C. W. 
Williams was reared in his pative state, educated in the common schools, mostly in log cabins, 


and received a civil engineering education from a Scotchman by the name of James R. 
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Brown, a man of education. Mr. Williams was aw inveterate reader, and was devoted to his 
books. In 1834 he commenced for himself, and came to Pontotoc, Miss., where he sold 
goods for some time. He then sold out, and having a knowledge of surveying, was engaged 
in looking after land for some time. In June, 1837, he married Miss Mary L. Boone, the 
only daughter of Col. R. H. Boone, and sister of Judge Boone, of Booneville, Miss., and 
afterward settled on his present property, where he has resided since. He purchased his 
land from a Mr. J. N. Niles, and this was all unimproved, there being only a small cabin on 
it. Mr. Williams constructed a log house and continued to live in that after additions were 
added. Until the war Mr. Williams was engaged in farming and selling goods, and founded 
a manufacturing establishment that was burned before it was well under way. He was a 
heavy contractor inthe building of the Mobile & Ohio railroad, by which he lost a large 
amount of money, and followed merchandising until 1859. He was elected to the legislat- 
ure in 1861, but is not an ofticeseeker, and takes only a fair amount of interest in political 
watters. He was elected county surveyor of Tishomingo county at the first general election 
after 1837, and was the second surveyor of that county. He held that office many times, 
but since the division of Tishomingo county he has not held any office. However, he has 
been engaged as surveyor in the several counties, and has surveyed many of the towns in 
northeast Mississippi, including Corinth, Luka and Booneville. Mr. Williams’ wife died in 
December, 1859, leaving four children, three of whom are living: William L., county sur- 
veyor of Alcorn county; Charles W., Jr., and Walter, who resides in Rienzi, Miss. Reuben 
B. was in the Twenty-sixth Mississippi regiment, afterward attached to another Mississippi 
regiment, and was killed at Petersburg, near Richmond, Va., on the 22d of April, 1865, while 
on a retreat, not being able to hold the fortifications. Mr. Williams’ second marriage was 
with Mrs. Fannie R. Martin, nee Moores, the widow of Dr. Martin, who was a native of 
Williamson county, Tenn., and who died with cholera in Lincoln county, Tenn. One child 
was born to Dr. and Mrs. Martin, C. B. Martin, who is now residing near Rienzi, Miss. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams were born five children, three now living: James H., married and 
resides at Memphis: Julia A., and Hetty, now attending school at Staunton, Va. Those 
deceased were: M. F., who died at the age of seventeen years, and Robert, who died at the 
age of one year. Mr. and Mrs. Williams are members of the Methodist church, and in 
politics he is a stanch democrat. He was the first postmaster at Rienzi, while Hon. Amos 
Kendle was postmaster-general. 

John R. Williams, planter and stockraiser, Williamsville, Miss. Mr. Williams belongs 
to one of the earliest and best known families of Grenada county and is now one of the 
largest planters of the same. He was born in Yalobusha county, Miss., in 1435, and is the 
son of Major John and Lurana (Lowry) Williams, the father born in the Palmetto state in 
1800 and the mother in Georgia in 1809. The parents were married in the last named state 
and about 1833 moved to what is now Grenada county, where the father farmed asa tenant for 
a number of years. They then moved to Yalobusha county and about L838 or 1839 removed 
to the farm on which their son John R. now resides. There the father died in IS42. He 
was, in his younger days, a successful merchant in South Carolina and Mississippi, but 
he finally engaged in planting and became quite rich. He was major of the militia in the 
Palmetto state and was «a member of the Masonic fraternity. When he first settled in 
Grenada county the country was a vast canebrake teeming with bears, panthers, deer and 
wolves, and he and family experienced all the hardships incident to pioneer life. Mrs. 
Wilhams was left a widow in 1542 and all the care and responsibility of this family fell 
on her shoulders, She was equal to the task, and, although diffienlties and privations 
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beset her way, she reared her little family in the wilderness and was honored and highly 
esteemed by all. She was a member of the Baptist church for many years and died in 1873. 
The paternal grandfather, Robert Williams, was of Scotch-Irish parentage and was born m 
North Carolina. He was a planter and died in South Carolina. The maternal grand- 
father, Rey. James Lowry, was a native of Georgia, where he spent his entire life and was 
aminister in the Methodist church. He reared a large family. The six children born 
to the above mentioned union are named in the order of their birth as follows: James died 
in youth, Ann Eliza also died when a child, Tobitha F. is the wife of J. J. Andrews, John 
R., Mary (deceased), and Elizabeth (deceased) was the wife of O. H. Perry. John R. Williams 
received his primary education in the common schools and at Grenada and finished at the 
University of Mississippi. In 1861 he assisted in organizing a company of which he was 
made lieutenant, but he was not called into service. The company was disbanded and Mr. 
Williams went to Kuoxville, Tenn., where he served as-an independent in the Vifteenth 
Mississippi infantry. He was wounded at Fishing Creek in January, 1562, and then 
returned home, where he raised company G, Twenty-ninth Mississippi, and served as lieu- 
tenant in General Bragg’s raid until December of the same year, when he was compelled to 
resign on account of the effects of his old wound. From that time he acted as scout for 
General Forrest in Mississippi, Tennessee and northern Alabama. He had many thrilling 
adventures and hair-breadth escapes and was wounded once while serving as a scout. He 
was paroled near Vicksburg, and at once returned to the old farm, consisting of about four 
thousand acres, all, with the exception of about two hundred and forty acres, the result of 
his own exertions. From the eight hundred acres cleared he raises from one hundred to one 
hundred and twenty bales of cotton annually and corn and hay to supply the place. He is 
also quite extensively engaged in stockraisinv. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
a charter member of Graysport lodge No. 289 (now defunct). Mr. Williams is well known 
all over the county and has many associates and friends. He frequently engages in the 
chase, of which he is very fond. 

John Williams, merchant, Philadelphia, Miss., son of Samuel and Jane (Slaughter) 
Williams, was born in Kemper county, Miss., in 1836. The same year his parents removed 
to Neshoba county, Miss., located near Philadelphia, and there John passed his youthful 
days. He received a common-school education and then read medicine with Dr. J. S 
Smythe, of Gholson, after which, in the winter of 1859-60, he attended medical college: 
at New Orleans. He selected as his companion in life Miss Lavinia Lewis, daughter of 
James and Katie Lewis, and their nuptials were celebrated in January, 1861. The same 
year Mr. Williams enlisted in company K, Fifth Mississippi, under General Bragg, but 
immediately after the battle of Shiloh he was discharged on account of disability. When 
he first entered the army he was made lieutenant, in which capacity he served until the 
close of his service. He subsequently went to High Hill, Leake county, engaged in mer- 
chandising, and there remained until 1879, when he sold out and went to Meridian. 
There he embarked in business and continued for eight years, when he came to Phila- 
delphia, where he has since been engaged in merchandising. He carries a good stock of 
general merchandise, and low prices and superior goods have assured him one of the 
largest trades in the city. He has a family of three living children: Louie V., who has 
recently graduated at the University of Tennessee; Katie and Gertrude. Mr. Williams 
is an affiliating member of the Masonie fraternity and American Legion of Honor. He 
is a member of the Methodist Churebh South, as are all his family. His father, Samuel 
Williams, was a native of Pendleton district, S$, C., born in IS10, Tho latter removed 
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with his parents to ‘Tuscaloosa county, Ala., and at the age of sixteen years located in 
Pickens county, where he remained until after his marriage in 1852 to Miss Jane Slaughter. 
In 1836 he located in Neshoba county, Miss., and there reared his family. When he first 
settled in the county the nearest mill was in Winston county, twenty-five miles from 
his home, and he had to pay $2.50 per bushel for corn. Game of almost every kind 
abounded, and the people had little trouble in providing a plentiful table. Myr. Williams 
was but a child when his parents died, and he was reared by strangers, never seeing a 
blood relative from the time he was six until twenty-six years of age. He was an ener- 
vetic man, and before the war had accumulated considerable property. Both himself 
avd wife are still living and are in comfortable circumstances. ; 

Merritt Williams was born in Scott county, Ky., on the 24th of August, IS41, being the 
seventh of eight children born to Miner B. R. and Mary C. (Viley) Williams, who were also 
born on bluegrass soil. They continued to make their home in Kentucky until 1853, when 
they removed to Missouri, where they continued to reside until Mr. Williams’ death, which 
occurred in St. Louis in 1870, his life having been devoted to the occupation of planting. 
His parents, Charles P. and Hhlzabeth (Reed) Williams, came from England in the early his- 
tory of the colonies and settled in Maryland. George Viley, the mother’s father, was of 
Scotch-Irish ancestry and was a native of Maryland. Merritt Williams was reared in Ken- 
tucky and Missouri, and while attending William Jewell college, of Clay county, Mo., the 
war opened and he dropped his books to take up arms in defense of the Confederacy, enlist- 
ing, in 1861, in company I’, Third Missouri regiment, participating in the battles of Lexing- 
ton, Springfield, Pea Ridgé and both battles of Corinth, in fact was in all the engagements 
that occurred in Mississippi. At the time of Lee’s surrender he was at home on furlough, 
so he immediately began tilling the soil on the plantation on which he is now residing on 
Lake Washington. Like numerous others at the close of the war, he began hfe anew with 
some land but no means whatever of working it, for all his slaves were emancipated and beip 
was hard to obtain. By honest industry he has acquired his present large property, and he 
now has land to the amount of seven thousand four hundred acres, one thousand two bundred 
acres being in Louisiana and the rest in Washington county, Miss. Besides this valuable 
property he owns real estate in Superior, Wis., valued at $40,000. © By his own efforts he has 
opened up about one thousand two hundred and fifty acres of land, and on his place has put 
about $40,000 worth of improvements, erecting his present elegant home in 1885. On 
account of the flooding of the Mississippi river one thousand eight hundred acres of his land 
were washed away. On account of the continual caving in of the land on the river, near 
where his residence stood, he was forced either to move it or eventually lose it, so he took the 
initiative and moved it to its present site, which is a most beautiful one. His residence is 
beautifully fitted up with furniture that was hauled in wagons years ago from Pennsylvania 
to Kentucky, and in this typical Southern mansion is extended a hospitality for which those 
of Kentucky birth alone are noted. He was married in 1876 to Mrs. Trene Bullitt, a native 
of Mississippi and a daughter of Austin and Caroline (Ruth) Williams, of Natchez. His 
bridal tour was a trip to Mississippi im a two-wheeled rockaway or gig. Mr. Williams has 
one stepdaughter, Fannie Bullitt, and one son, Charles P. Williams, the latter of whom is 
now attending school in England, the daughter being the wife of Dunbar Marshall and a 
resident of Boston, Mass. Mr. Williams has always taken great interest in his children and 
has spared no pains to give them all the educational advantages possible. His wife is an 
earnest member of the Christian church and is a cultured and refined lady. Mr. Williams 
has been a member of the leyee board for several years, 
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Nehemiah Williams, of Summit, was born in Pike county, Miss., August 25, ISI4. He 
is the eldest of four children born to Reuben and Elinder (Waldin) Williams, natives of 
South Carolina. His father came to Mississippi in the pioneer days and was one of the 
earliest settlers here. He died in 1817. Mr. Williams was born within a mile of his present 
home, to which he removed with his parents when he was but six months old, and where he 
has lived continuously ever since, being now seventy-seven years of age. He is one of the 
oldest men of the county who were born here. He is a well-to-do fsterter, owning six han- 
dred acres of land, one hundred of which are cultivated. He served a short time in the Con- 
federate army during the Civil war. He was married in 1837 to Miss Mary A. Hart, who is 
still living, being now seventy-four years of age. She is a daughter of James Hart, a native 
of South Carolina, who has borne her husband seven children: Jackson, Martha, James, 
Isaacher, Robert, Haseltina and William. Mr. Williams and his family are members of the 
Missionary Baptist church. Mr. Williams has been for forty years connected with the 
Masonic fraternity. He has always been an active, industrious man, and even at his present 
advanced age he does a great deal of work on his plantation, frequently boasting that he can 
accomplish about as much work now as he could in his younger days. He enjoys in an emi- 
nent degree the respect of his fellow-citizens of all classes. 

R. P. Williams is noted as one of the most capable members of the bar in Lauderdale 
county, Miss., for he has been eminently successful in practice and is known as a conservative 
and prudent counselor, whose advice can safely be relied upon. He is a member of the firm of 
McIntosh, Williams & Russell, which has an excellent reputation in legal circles. © He was born 
in Chickasaw county, of this state, April 14, ISo7,a son of Dr. U.S. Williams, who was a 
Kentuckian, and at an early date became a resident of Mississippi, becoming one of the earliest 
settlers and finest medical practitioners of Chickasaw county. He was a graduate of the med- 
ical college of Philadelphia, Penn., but gave up the practice of his profession before the war. 
Of six sons born to him the subject of this sketch is third to the youngest. He was brought 
up in his native county and received his initiatory training at the Gathright school, after- 
ward graduating from Emory and Henry college of Virginia, in 1S7S. He afterward entered 
the law department of the University of St. Louis, graduating in 1881], after which he entered 
upon his practice in Nebraska. Eighteen months later, or in 1882, he returned to Missis- 
sippi and located in Okolona, where he formed a partnership with Col. J. R. MeIntosh, which 
was continued harmoniously and profitably until the latter’s removal to Meridian in 18S4, to 
which city Mr. Willams also came the ensuing year. The firm of Woods, McIntosh & Will- 
lams was then organized and continued until 1887, when Woods & Williams continued 
alone the following year. Mr. Woods was then called to the supreme bench and the present 
partnership was formed. In 1889 Mr. Williams was elected city attorney and was re-elected 
in IS9O1. He is an able lawyer and he has every reason to be proud of the practice he has 
gained. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., the I. O. O. F., the K. of P., and has passed 
all the chairs in the last named fraternity. December 13, 1583, he was married to Miss Alice, 
daughter of Col. J. R. McIntosh, and by her is the father of two children: Robert S., and 
Thomas W. He and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church. He is a stockholder 
and director of the First National bank, a stockholder and director 1n the Meridian Land and 
Industrial company, a stockholder and director in the Meridian Fair and Uxposition associa- 
tion, besides owning stock in numerous other enterprises. 

S. B. Williams, senior member of the mercantile firm of Williams & Elliott. of Magnolia, 
is a Mississippian in everything except nativity. He was born in Connorsyille, Ind., October 
4, 1841, Ho isa son of John Williams, who was a native of Kentucky, but who removed to 
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Indiana when a young man, aud there met and married Ada N. Reid, a native of South Car- 
olina, who had come to Indiana with her parents. In 1842 John Williams moved to Mis- 
sissippi, locating in Amite county, where he lived until LS60, when they removed to Pike 
county, and settled on a plantation near Summit, where Mrs. Williams died in L867, at the 
age of sixty-five years. Soon after his wife’s death, Mr. Williams retired from the life of a 
planter, and took wp his residence in Summit, where he died in 1887. S. B. Williams is the 
seventh child in order of birth, in a family of five sons and three daughters, born to John and 
Ada (Reid) Williams. He was a diligent attendant at the public schools until in his seven- 
teenth year, when he entered upon a course of study at Franklin college, at Franklin, Ind. 
His studies were interrupted by the outbreaking of the Civil war, which necessitated his leay- 
ing college.and returning home. In 1862 he enlisted in the Confederate service, as a mem- 
ber of company D, of the Tenth regiment of Mississippi volunteers. He participated in 
engagements at Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Franklin, Mumfordsville, 
Nashville, Jonesboro and in several minor battles and skirmishes. At the battle of Mur- 
freesboro he was severely wounded, a fragment of shell striking him in the face. He served 
until the close of the war, at which time he had attained to the position of second lieuten- 
ant of the company. Retarning to Mississippi, be became a teacher in the public school, 
and later he begau the study of medicine. He attended lectures at the New Orleans School 
of Medicine, and when about to graduate, turned his attention to the mercantile pursuits, 
accepting a position as salesman and bookkeeper. In 18583 he established himself in the 
mereantile business at Magnolia. In 1887 J. W. Elliott, his brother-in-law, became asso- 
ciated with him in the business, and the firm has since been known as Williams & Elliott. 
Mr. Williams was obliged to begin business en a small scale, with a very limited capital, but 
by good management and close attention to all of the details of his enterprise he has placed 
it among the leading mercantile concerns in this part of the state. In 1886 Mr. Williams 
was married to Miss Eliza J. Elliott, a daughter of Wiley and Caroline E. Elliott. Only one 
child has been born to them, a daughter, who died in infancy. For many years Mr. Will- 
iams served as a member of the board of aldermen of Magnolia. At present he occupies the 
oflice of secretary and treasurer of the city. Mr.and Mrs. Williams are recognized as among 
the leaders of society in their present place or residence. Their home is one of the most 
hospitable, and they are universally respected. Mrs. Williams is a constant member of the 
Baptist church. Mr. Williams is interested in everything pertaining to the public welfare 
and he has probably done as much for the upbuilding of his city as any one man thereabout. 

Dr. Sidney H. Williams, physician, Carthage, Miss. Rev. John P. Williams, a minister 
in the Cumberland Presbyterian church, was born in Tennessee in 1S18, and in 1839 removed 
to Mississippi, locating in Leake county. He was a man of education, and was one of the 
pioneer preachers of Leake and adjoining counties. He was also engaged in farming. He 
came to Mississippi when a young man, and was married in Leake county to Miss Hlizabeth 
Boyd, daughter of Hon. Jobn P. Boyd, one of the pioneers of Leake county. Rev. Williams 
made his home in Leake county, reared his family there, and there his death occurred about 
1S81. His wife died several years previous (1872). Dr. Sidney H. Williams was one of a 
family of four sons and three daughters born to the above mentioned union, all of whom grew 
to mature years. The eldest brother, D. I., was a soldier in the Confederate army, and died 
in 1863, while in service. Finis E., the second son, is the proprietor of the Arlington hotel, 
at Carthage. He married Miss M. A. Jordan, daughter of Isaae Jordan, and a sister of John 
L. Jordan, Sr., of an old and prominent family. To this union were born seven children. 
Dr. Sidney H, was the third in order of birth. J. D., the fourth son, is a merehant at Car. 
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thage. There is only one sister living, Mrs. 1. H. Jones, wife of E. H. Jones, deputy sheriff 
of Leake county. Dr. Sidney H. Williams reached years of discretion in his native county 
(Leake), and received a good Knglish education in that and Attala county. He then studied 
medicine at Carthage with Drs. Plunket and Ward, and took his first course of lectures in the 
medical college at Mobile, Ala., in the class of 1874-5. Dr. Williams then began practicing 
in Leake county, continued there a short time, and in 1878S he returned to Mobile, where he 
took his second course, graduating in the class of 1879. He then returned to Leake county, 
and resumed the practice of his profession. In 1883 he moved to Carthage, and has prac- 
ticed his profession there since. His patronage has been constantly growing, and he is 
counted among the successful professional men of the county. Although he started a poor 
man, he has met with success, and is in very comfortable circumstances. He is a man of 
superior character, pleasant and agreeable, and has many warm personal friends. In 1SSY 
the Doctor formed a partnership with Dr. B. B. Ward (see sketch), and has continued the 
practice with him. Both these gentlemen are prominent and successful physicians. They 
have recently also engaged in the drug business. Dr. Williams was married in Carthage 
December 23, 1876, to Miss Hattie Allen, daughter of J. I. Allen, one of the pioneers of 
Leake county, and one of the esteemed citizens of Carthage. Mrs. Williams died in April, 
1890, leaving five children: Alice E. (a young lady), John E., Albert F., Sidney H. and 
Allen B. Dr. Willams is a member of the Knights and Ladies of Honor, is examining 
physician for the lodge, and also for the New York Life Insurance company. He is secretary 
of Leake County Medical association. 

Dr. Uriah S. Williams is a well-known physician of this county, but in addition to sue- 
cessfully looking after his extended practice he is also engaged in merchandising and plant- 
ing, being quite successful in all three occupations. He was born in Pulaski county, Ky., in 
1812, a son of Smith and Sarah Williams, who were born, reared and married in the Old 
North state, the maiden name of the latter being Ashbrook. To their union eight children 
were born, of whom is living Sarah (De Hoof), of Somerset, Ky. His father died while a 
resident of the Blue Grass state in 1846, the mother’s death occurring some two years later, 
both having been worthy members of the Baptist church, in which he was a deacon for some 
time. Dr. Uriah S. Williams was educated in the schools of Pulaski county, Ky., but his 
medical education was obtained in Transylvania university, of Lexington, Ky., from which 
institution he graduated in 1537. His career while there was marked by earnest application 
and rapid advancement, so that upon leaving that college he was well calculated to enter at 
once upon a successful career as a medical practitioner. After practicing two years in Ken- 
tucky he came to Houston, Chickasaw county, Miss., at which place he followed his calling 
successfully for about five years. At the end of this time he came to Buena Vista, and in 
1846 built the first house where the town now stands. He was the first postmaster of the 
place, chosen the same year, and discharged the duties of this position for some fourteen 
years. He has a good general mercantile establishment in Buena Vista, but gives much of 
his attention to planting also. Although he has almost reached the eightieth milestone of bis 
life and is somewhat feeble physically, his mind is as clear and active as in days of yore, and 
being well posted on all the topics of the day, and possessing original and practical views, 
his counsel and advice is often asked by those who know him. He was married in IS44 to 
Miss Martha B. Pulliam, of Houston, by whom he has eight children, the names of those 
living being as follows: John C., Homer l., Robert P., U.S., Jr., Charles B. and Dixie. 
Dr. Williams is a member of the Presbyterian church. 

W. B. Williams, a planter of Strong’s station, Miss., was born in Alabama on October 
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5, 1844, a son of Moses and Mary (Smith) Williams, both of whom are natives of Alabama, 
the former born in February, 1822, in Jefferson county, the son of Lightfoot Barton 
Williams, a Georgia planter, who, though not a politician, was prominent in his state. 
Moses Williams received his common English education in Pickens county, and as soon as he 
attained to manhood engaged in farming. He was married in 1S4l to Mary Smith. a native 
of Pickens county, Ala., by whom he had two children, of whom W. B. Williams was the 
eldest, the other, Mary Vernon, becoming the wife of John Appling, of Le Flore county, 
Miss. The mother died in 1547, having lived a consistent Christian life, and having been 
for years a member of the Baptist church. Mr. Williams married a second time, in IS45, 
Mary Hollimar, of Pickens county, Ala., becoming his wife, and bearing him one child, 
Thomas A. Williams, now a planter of Monroe county, Miss. She died in 1850. In 1858 
My. Williams again married, this time to Mrs. Sarah R. Coker. The union resulted in the 
birth of five children: Fannie H., Myrtle L. (who married Cary Tucker, and has died), 
Henry N. (now residing in east Tennessee), Matthew and Moses. Eugene lives in Birming- 
ham, Ala. Moses Williams, Sr., died in February, 1888. He had long been a member and 
was for some time a deacon in the Baptist church. He was a member of the Vinton lodge, 
A. F. & A. M., and of Palo Alto chapter, R. A. M. He was a democrat in polities, but never 
sought nor accepted office. W. B. Williams entered the army at the age of sixteen, thereby 
losing all the opportunities he might otherwise have possessed of acquiring an education, 
He joined company C, of the Second Mississippi battalion, in 1861, and served until 1864, 
when he was severely wounded, after which, though he remained in the service, he took no 
active part in it. He took part in the battles of Yorktown, Seven Pines, Cold Harbor, 
Gaines’ farm, Malvern Hill, Manassas Junction, Harper’s Ferry, Sharpsburg, Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the Wilderness, Locust Grove and Spottsylvania Court- 
house. The wound mentioned above he received at Sharpsburg, and he received two severe 


wounds at Spottsylvania Courthouse. He was paroled at Columbus, Miss., in May, 15065, 
and returning home was married in the following year to Miss Eliza Burrett, a daughter 
of James and Mary (Davis) Burrett, of Monroe county, Miss. He has five children living 
and has lost two by death. Those living are named Thomas B., Mary V. (wife of P. W. 
Strong, of Strong’s station), John M., Moses and Hliza. The names of those who died are 
Julia and Hdwin. Mr. Williams is a member of Vinton lodge, A. F. & A. M., of which he 
has been senior warden for a number of years. He is a member of the Baptist church and 
is superintendent of the Sunday-school at Pain’s chapel, while his wife is connected with the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh. He is a modest, unassuming man of sound judgment, pro- 
gressive, public-spirited, eminently sensible. and very highly esteemed by all who know him. 
He is a true citizen in all that the words imply, a zealous worker in the ehureh and gen- 
erous and indulgent husband and father. 
Dr. William G. Willams, one of the leadin 
county, was born in Philadelphia, Penn., July 


and prominent citizens of Claiborne 
ISl4, a son of William Williams, a 
native of New York, who married Miss Mary Dorsey, who was born near Richmond, Va. Of 
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this union two sons were born: George W. and the subject of this biography. The former 
graduated in medicine from Transylvania university, Lexington, Ky., in IS44, after which 
he went West and practiced his profession until his death, which occurred in Sacramento, 
Cal., in 1505. Dr. William G. Williams also graduated in medicine from Transylvania 
university, in 1530, and in June, 1836, came to Rodney, Miss., where he was in the active 
practice of his profession until 1561. He continued to make his home in Rodney until 
November, 1568, when be was united in marriage to Mrs. Catharine S. Daniell, nee Freeland. 
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After his marriage the Doctor removed to the Bethel neighborhood, where he has since made 
his home, his time and attention being given to planting. In 1860 he made the race for 
the legislature us a Union man (this being in Jeiferson county), but was defeated by nine 
votes. He is conservative in all his views, and although not a member, is a strong supporter 
anda prime mover of the Farmers’ Alliance. His leading characteristics are extreme frankness, 
integrity, honesty of purpose and indomitable will, and as he is free from selfishness he is 
ever ready to sacrifice his own convenience to give comfort and pleasure to others. He is 
highly esteemed in social life. He is an able newspaper correspondent, and as his style is 
smooth, eloquent and convincing, weight and power accompany the articles he has contrib- 
uted to the press. His wife, who was formerly Miss Catharine Freeland, was born in Clai- 
borne county in 1830, and was educated in the Bishop Elliott school of Georgia. She was 
married in 1839 to Smith C. Daniell, of Mississippi, a native of Claiborne county, who received 
his education in that admirable institution of learning, Oakland college, from which he grad- 
uated, later graduating from the law department of the University of Virginia. Being a 
very extensive landholder, his planting interests occupied his time to the exclusion of the 
law. He died in 1861, leaving a large estate. The palatial residence which he erected on 
what is now the Windsor plantation was planned by the architect, David Shroeder, and was 
erected at a cost of $140,000, This magnificent home, together with the library and all else 
it contained, was consumed by fire in February, 1891. During the war this place was used 
as a hospital for General Grant’s army, and over thirty deaths occurred in the house, out of 
some four hundred men that were quartered there. A part of General Grant’s army stayed 
all night in the house and on the grounds, the dead being buried on the place, but were 
afterward moved to Vicksburg. & 

Hon. C. M. Williamson, attorney at law of Jackson, Miss.. was born in Marshall county, 
this state, in the year 1856, being the eldest of three children born to A. S. and Mary (Meek) 
Williamson, both of whom were born im the Palmetto state. A. S. Williamson settled in 
Panola county upon first coming to Mississippi, but afterward located in Marshall county, 
where he remained for some time, then returned to Panola county, where he resided until the 
year of his death, 1869, His wife died in 1862, both being earnest members of the Presby- 
terian church at the time of their deaths. The father was an extensive planter, was an active 
man of his day, and wherever known was highly esteemed. He was twice married, the first 
time in South Carolina, and by this wife became tbe father of three sons and a daughter, all 
his sons serving in the Confederate army during the Civil war, two of whom held the rank of 
captain and were in many hard-fought and bloody battles. C. M. Williamson was edueated 
in the state university of Mississippi, graduating in the literary department in 1875, after 
which he taught school for two years, during which time he also read law during his leisure 
moments, and in December, 1877, was licensed as a lawyer by the supreme court, after which 
he at once entered upon his practice at Raymond. Here he remained successfully and profita- 
bly employed until 1587, when he moved to Jackson, which city has since been his home, and 
where he has built up an excellent reputation as a legal practitioner. He is an attorney for 
the British and American Mortgage company, and is successful and promising in his ealling. 
He has been quite active in politics, and was for two years the eflicient and popular mayor of 
Raymond. He was a member of the house of representatives in INSG6, and of the state senate 
in ISSS, during which time he was one of the authors of the local option bill, and made a 
faithful, intelligent and incorruptible legislator. He has been re-elected to the state senate. 
He is in good financial cireumstances and is one of the stockholders of the Jackson Grocery 
eompany. In 1887 he married Miss Mamie Robinson, of Jackson, Miss., daughter of John 
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W. Robinson (deceased), at cne time «a prominent merchant of that place. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Williamson the following children have been born: Elise and Chalmers, both of whom are 
bright, interesting and handsome. Mrs. Williamson belongs to the HMpiscopal church, and 
Mr. Williamson is a Presbyterian in faith. Socially, he is a member of the A. F. & A. M. 
and the K. of P. 

Dr. Lea Williamson, physician, Como, is one of the most successful physicians of Pa- 
nola county, Miss., and, although his birth occurred in York district, S. C., on April 6, 1837, 
he has identified himself with the interests of Panola county since early childhood. His 
parents, James S. and Jane M. (Hicklin) Williamson, were natives also of the Palmetto state 
(see sketch of S. Z. Williamson). Dr. Williamson came to Panola county with his parents in 
1846 and received the principal part of his education in the University of Virginia, where he 
also took a course of medical lectures. He subsequently attended Bellevue hospital, New 
York, and graduated from Jefferson Medical college, Philadelphia, in 1559. The following 
year he began practicing at his home in Panola county, and at the breaking out of the war 
he enlisted as private in Bartlett’s regiment and was soon afterward made assistant surgeon 
of his regiment in General Alcorn’s brigade, remaining with his regiment one year. Upon 
the reorganization, he attached himself to the Fourteenth Mississippi artiliery battalion, with 
which he continued as surgeon until the close of the war, first under Major-General Van 
Dorn till the siege of Vicksburg, next under Major Preston, of South Carolina, who was killed 
in the battle of Peach Tree creek, and finally under Major Truehart, who was captured at. 
Nashville, Tenn., December 16, 1864. Afterthis the battalion, being without horses or guns, 
was ordered to rendezvous near General Hood’s army at Columbus, Miss. In February, [865, 
his.battalion went to Mobile, Ala., to defend that place, and there they remained till April 9, 
when all of them that could escaped at the fall of Spanish Fort and retired to Mobile and 
thence to Demopolis. Ten days later they were removed to Meridian and were there paroled on 
May 11, 1865. Dr. Williamson returned home and resumed the regular practice, which he 
has continued ever since with more than usual success. He is no dishonor to the medical 
profession, and stands high both as a citizen and a physician. In connection with his 
practice he has planted to aconsiderable extent and is now the owner of about four thousand 
acres of land in Mississippi and Arkansas, with nearly twelve hundred acres under cultiva- 
tion. Miss Helen Howard, who became his wife in 1868, was born in Grenada, Miss., and is 
the daughter of Col. Nat. Howard, who was at Winthrop, Me., in 1805, and descended from 
the John Howard who came to the new world in that well-known historical ship, the May- 
flower, as one of this country’s first settlers. Being well educated, he went to Nottoway 
county, Va., in [S24, and teaching there two years, removed to West Tennessee, and in 1828 
from there to Vicksburg, where he made friends of such young men as 8. 8. Prentiss, Henry 
S. Foote, Robert J. Walker and Wilham Sharkey, who afterward became men eminent. in 
law and national politics. In 1882 Colonel Howard bought in Cincinnati a boatload of 
goods which were keeled from Mississippi river, near Helena, down the Yazoo pass to Cold- 
water river, thence down Tallahatchie to Yalobusha and up that stream to the canebrake 
where Grenada now stands. Colonel Howard pitched the first tent and opened the first store 
in what afterward became a somewhat noted town. Colonel Howard was a man of very 
extensive reading and information, of superior colloquial power, fond of his friends and dis- 
pensed a generous hospitality, and was one of the projectors, and, until his death, a director 
of the Mississippi & Tennessee railroad. Dr. Williamson’s marriage resulted in the birth 
of three children: Howard, now in the University of Mississippi; Louise and Lea. Dr. and 
Mrs. Williamson are worthy members of the Presbyterian church. The Doctor is railroad 
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surgeon for the Illinois Central railroad, and is a member of the A. M. Railroad association. 
He is a Mason and the trustee from the second congressional district of the Industrial insti 
tute and college for girls at Columbus, Miss. He comes of a representative family and has 
done credit to it. 

One of the most promising young men of De Soto county is Hon. Lucanus W. William. 
son of Pleasant Hill, Miss., who was born in this county April 24, S56. He is the second of 
a family of seven children of Charles W. and Ann (MeMillan) Williamson, natives of South 
Carolina and Alabama respectively. The father came to Mississippi in 15843, aud is still 
living in De Soto county. Lueanus W. received his education in the private schools of his 
native county. and enjoyed more than ordinary advantages. Atthe age of eighteen years he 
secured a position as clerk in a store at Pleasant Hill, and with the savings of two years’ work 
he went to school for some time longer. He is a planter, stockraiser and merchant, and owns 
considerable landed estate. He and his brother, J. C. Williamson, are engaged in the mer. 
cantile business and they carry a large stock of goods and are doing a large and profitable trade. 
In 1883 he was united in marriage to Miss Ora L. Webber, a native of Tennessee, and a 
daughter of John and Linnie (McAlexander) Webber. The father was a merchant in Mem- 
phis, Tenn. Mrs. Williamson died in 1844. Our subject is a member of the Methodist 
Kpiseopal church, belongs to the Masonic order, and also to the Knights of Labor and the 
Knights and Ladies of Honor. He has been a liberal supporter of all movements tending 
to the growth and advancement of the county. Although a young man, he has twice repre- 
sented his county in the state legislature—in 1558 and in 1S90—and has just been elected to 
serve a third term. He has represented his constituency with honor and credit, and has dis- 
charged his duties with great zeal. He is considered one of the political leaders of the 
county. In consideration of the disadvantages under which Mr. Williamson has labored from 
his youth, too much can not be said in praise of his efforts and the strides he has made 
toward success. He was needed by his father to assist on the farm until he had arrived at 
mature years, and when he came to enter the struggle for a place in the world, he was illy 
prepared, and had no capital to fall back upon. But with courage worthy a Spartan he 
went to work, and the reward has been a generous one. He occupies a position in the com- 
munity which has been won through a life of the strictest integrity, and his name is honored 
where it is known. 

Judge R. W. Williamson. In no profession do men attain greater prominence than that 
of law. The amount of good accomplished is a subject we will leave to the discussion of 
others. R. W. Williamson was born in Rutherford county, Tenn., January 11, 1832. His 
father, George W. Williamson, was a native of Virginia, born in 1804, and he was the son 
of Ludi Williamson, also a native of Virginia; the latter removed with his family to Tennes- 
see about the year 1811, and was one of the pioneers of Rutherford county. There George 
W. grew to manhood, and married Edna De Jarnatt, a native of Tennessee, and a daughter 
of James De Jarnatt, another of the pioneers from Virginia. George W. Williamson 
removed to Mississippi in 1534, and settled in Carroll county, where he was engaged in 
planting. He was located in that portion of Carroll that is now embraced in Grenada county. 
There he reared his family, and resided until his death, which occurred in 1SS4, his age being 
eighty years. His widow still survives, and is aged eighty-two years (IS91). Judge Will- 
iamson is one of a family of two sons and four daughters who grew to mature years. He 
received a liberal education at Union university, a Baptist college at Murfreesboro, ‘lenn., 
being graduated in the class of 1852. The following year he was engaged in teaching at 


Grenada, and the next year was devoted to the study of law at Carrollton. He was admitted 
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to the bar in 1854, and until 1870 he was closely identified with the legal profession in Car- 
roll county. At that time he removed to Winona, where he practiced for six years. In 1876 
he was appointed chancellor by Governor Stone, was reappointed by Governor Stone, and 
was once so honored by Governor Lowry. He filled this responsible position for twelve years, 
exhibiting that decision of character that has marked his administration of public office. In 
1855 the Judge removed to Greenwood, where he has resided since that time. He was 
appointed judge of the fourth judicial district by Governor Stone in 1890, and is now serv- 
ing his first term in this capacity. He is an able and efficient lawyer, and a just judge, and 
in the discharge of his duties has given the greatest satisfaction throughout the entire district. 
He was united in the holy bonds of marriage in De Soto county, Miss., in 1866, to Mrs. Mary 
KE. Howze, daughter of Robert and Ann White, and a native of Rutherford county, Tenn. 
The Judge and his wife have had born to them five children: George W., a clerk in the town 
of Greenwood; Annie, the wife of F. Barksdale; Edna, the wife of James A. Howze, of Den- 
ver, Colo.; Mary W. and Robert W. Mrs. Williamson has one son by her former marriage, 
Arthur R. Howze, amerchant of Winona. Judge Williamson and family are active mem- 
bers of the Baptist church. April 19, 1561, our esteemed subject enlisted in the Eleventh 
Mississippi volunteer infantry, and went to the service of the Confederate cause. He was 
promoted from the oftice of sergeant to that of captain at Corinth, Miss., and remained with 
the Eleventh Mississippi one year. He then returned home and joined the Thirtieth Missis- 
sippi volunteer infantry, was transferred to the Twenty-ninth, and was again elected captain, 
and was afterward made colonel of the Twenty-fourth, a consolidated regiment, serving in 
this position until the close of the war. He participated in a number of important battles, 
the most noted being Perryville, Resaca, Nashville and Murfreesboro, where he received a 
slight wound. At Resaca he was shot through the bocly, and was in a dangerous condition 
for some time. He did gallant service in the cause of the South, and has every reason to be 
proud of his war record. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, being a Royal Arch 
Mason. 

Robert Patton Willing, of the firm of Willing, Ramsey & Willing, lawyers of Hazle- 
hurst, Miss., was born in Copiah county in 1836. He is a son of William J. and Malinda A. 
(Patton) Willing. His father was born on the eastern shore of Maryland, in IS10, his 
mother in 1817, in Claiborne county, Miss. Mr. Willing received a liberal education, and 
came when a young man, about 1830, to Mississippi, and engaged in merchandising at 
Gallatin, the old county seat of Copiah county. Afterward he became a planter, and con- 
tinued to be one until his death in 1870. He was a suecessful business man, active and 
helpful in all public matters. He was one of a large family of children born to Phillip M. 
Willing, who died in Maryland. The Willings are of English descent, and as a family 
became quite widely known and influential, some of them haying been prominent in Phil- 
adelphia. His wife was a daughter of Francis Patton, who came from Georgia at an 
early date to Claiborne county, where he became a planter and reared a large family. One 
of his daughters married Justice Ephraim G. Peyton, one of the most distinguished judges of 
Mississippi in his day. Mr. Willing was for many years a member of the Methodist church, 
and was a prominent Mason. He married his wife in 1835, Robert P. Willing is the 
eldest of ten children who were born to his parents, two sons and four daughters of whom 
are living. From an early age he rendered his father such assistance as was in his 
power in the management of his plantation affairs. He received a creditable rudimentary 
education in the common schools near bis home, and graduated from the state university in 
1856. Immediately after he began the study of law, but had been only a short time 
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engaged in the practice of his profession when the war commenced. He joined the Pettus 
relief, which was attached to the Twelfth Mississippi regiment, and which formed a part 
of the regiment. He reached the seat of war soon after the first battle of Bull Run, and took 
part in the battle of Seven Pines and in many others, including those at Chancellors- 
ville and Gettysburg. Just prior to Lee’s surrender he was captured near Petersburg, and 
taken to Washington, and thence to Johnson’s island, where he was kept a prisoner until 
July, 1865, when he was released after four years of hard service as a soldier. He held the 
rank of lieutenant, but was in command of his company in several engagements. In 
1862 he returned home on a furlough, and in October of that year he married Mary <A., the 
daughter of Michael M. and Carrie Durr. Her father was a native of South Carolina, 
but removed to Mississippi when a young man, and was married in Simpson county. He 
became a well-to-do planter, and reared a large family, each of whom received a good educa- 
tion in the colleges. He died in Simpson county. Mrs. Willing was born in that county, 
and educated partly at Clinton and at Holly Springs, graduating at Memphis with high hon- 
ors. She has borne her husband nine children, seven of whom are living: Robert Pat- 
ton, Jr., graduated with distinction from the state university in 18835, and is now a member 
of the firm of Willing, Ramsey & Willing (he taught school for a while at Jackson, 
Miss., and was later for three years principal of the public school at Fort Worth, Tex. He 
married Miss Wilhe I. Flowers, who was born in Copiah county, and who was educated 
at Stanton, Va., and at the Ward seminary of Nashville, Tenn.); Carrie is the wife of J. 5. 
Ramsey, who, with her father and brother, comprise the firm of Willing, Ramsey & 
Willing; (he was born in Copiah county, and educated at the Mississippi college at Clinton); 
Mary was educated at the Newton seminary at Crystal Springs; Lizzie is the wife of John C. 
Ryan, a capitalist at Fort Worth, Tex.; Myra and Nellie are unmarried. After the war Mr. 
Willing located at Gallatin, and engaged in the practice of law. Not long after he was 
elected district attorney, in which office he served with eredit for eighteen months, when he 
was reconstructed out of office. In 1869 he removedto Crystal Springs, and thence, in 1855, 
to Fort Worth, Tex., where he was attorney for the Fort Worth & Denver railroad com- 
pany, having besides a considerable private practice. In 1591 he returned to Copiah county, 
and with his son and son-in-law organized the present firm of Willing, Ramsey & Will- 
ing. He is the oldest legal practitioner in Copiah county, and one of its oldest and most 
prominent citizens. His standing at the bar is high, and his son, Robert Patton, Jr., 
is one of the most promising youne lawyers in this part of the state. Mr. Willing is a mem- 
ber of the order of Knights of Pythias. 

C. O. Willis is a member of the firm of Willis, Moore & Co., cotton factors of Vieksburg, 
and he has also been president of the Merchants’ National bank since its ineeption, he 
being one of its organizers. He was born in Maryland, May 1, IS4S, being the youngest 
of five children that lived to maturity, born to Thomas and Mary (Mace) Willis, who were 
also born in Maryland, the father being quite an extensive farmer. He died in ISSO, and 
his wife in 1850. ©. O. Willis was edueated in Mechaniesville, Penn., and in IS70 came to 
Mississippi and located in Warren county, where he engaged in planting until ISSO, at that 
date removing to Vicksburg, where he began dealing in cotton. In 1SSY he established him- 
self in business with the father of his present partner, and the same year assisted in organiz- 
ing the Vicksburg Compress company, and was for some time its president. In LS#0, when 
the two compresses were combined, Mr. Willis was elected president of the new corporation, 
now known as the Vicksburg Cotton Compress association, and he is also one of the directors 
of the Vicksburg Hotel company. He is one of the active younger business men of the city, 
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is a reputable and valuable citizen, and is a thoroughly selfmade man. He has proved him- 
self a successful financier, and is now the owner of about two thousand acres of land, one 
thousand of which are under cultivation. He was married in 1877, his wife being Miss 
Mary B. Hogan, of New Orleans. She died in 1890, leaving five children: Florence 
Keene; Ethel Miles; Lucille Moore; Rosalie. and Hazel Cameron. Mr. Willis is prepos- 
sessing in personal appearance, is rather portly, and is of fair complexion. 

La Fayette Willis, of Aberdeen, Monroe county, Miss., was born in February, 1823, less 
than one mile from where he now lives, and isthe only son now living of Austin Willis. His 
father was born in Virginia, and lived there until his marriage with Miss Wood, by whom he 
had six children. After her death he married Hyalina Wood, her sister. This family of 
Woods were of German and English descent, and traced their ancestry back to George ITT, 
of England. Mr. Willis came to Mississippi in 1816, and located in Monroe county in 1823. 
He was a veteran of the War of 1812, and had one son, Austin W., Jr., who served in the 
Mexican war. He was a strong democrat, of the old Andrew Jackson style; a man of strong 
physique, enjoying unusually good health almost to the day of his death. La Fayette Willis 
now owns and lives on the plantation formerly owned by his father. It consists of some of 
the best land in the Tombigbee river bottoms, there being four thousand acres in the plan- 
tation. His father died when he was about fifteen years old, and, while his education is 
somewhat limited, it is yet sufficient to enable him to transact the business of life with a 
success that has been more than flattering. In 1847 he married Fannie Quarles, of Ala- 
bama, who is connected with the Butler family, of South Carolina—one of the best of the 
many distinguished families of that state. At the outbreak of the Civil war he was fired 
with the patriotism which moved the Southern heart at that period, and equipped a company, 
which he turned over to Captain Baker, but before the close of 1861 he was found in active 
service. He participated in the Georgia campaign, and, among other engagements, took 
part in the fighting around Atlanta. His health became impaired, and he was sent home a 
few months before the close of the war. Though he was long in active duty, and a partici- 
pant in many closely contested engagements, he was never wounded nor taken prisoner. 
Before the war he was a whig, but since that time he has been a democrat. His plantation 
is in a high state of cultivation, and there are living and engaged upon it in work about 
three hundred negroes, many of whom he owned before the war. Mr. Willis is a natural 
born sportsman, and from boyhood has taken part in the sports so much enjoyed by Southern 
gentlemen. He owns one of the finest packs of hounds in the state, and, although now 
somewhat advanced in life, has frequent foxhunts upon his plantation, m which he takes 
great interest, and which are an attraction to many of the best citizens round about. Mr. 
Willis is of a cheerful, contented disposition, and, although he has always lived childless, he 
has by no means been friendless, for, it is safe to say, there are few more popular men in his 
part of the state. He is, in the highest degree, hospitable, and his home is open to all 
comers. Mrs. Willis, of whose high personal character and many admirable social qualities 
her husband is justly proud, is a lady of education and refinement, and yery popular among a 
large circle of acquaintance. 

Dr. William T. Willis, father of R. B. Willis, planter and stoecktrader, Graysport, 
Miss., was born in Orange county, Va., and was a worthy son of that state, having inherited 
the enlarged views of government, liberty and law from those ancestors who sought out 
homes in obedience to impulse prompted by lofty ambition and sineere desire to benefit their 
race. When a young man he went with a brother to Alabama, and was there married to 
Miss Frances E. Starke, a native of South Carolina. About 1532 he and family immigrated 
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to Mississippi and settled in the eastern part of what is now Grenada county, on the farm 
where R. B. Willis now resides, when the country was a perfect wilderness. He was truly one 
of the pioneers of the county and was a man of noble character, kind disposition, generous 
and progressive, but did not live long to enjoy the home he had established in the wilderness. 
He died about [S41, leaving a large tract of land —about two thousand acres. He was a mau 
of considerable literary ability and was a graduate of both the Jefferson and Philadelphia 
medical colleges. He practiced with suecess for some time in Alabama, but abandoned his 
practice after coming to Mississippi. His father, William Willis, was born in Fredericks- 
burg, Va., and there passed his entire life as a wealthy planter. This was one of the 
prominent families of the Old Dominion. The maternal crandfather, Turner Starke, was 
a native of South Carolina, but an early settler of Alabama, where he received his final 
summons. Mrs. Frances BE. (Starke) Willis, wife of Dr. William T. Willis, and the mother 
of our subject, died in 1879. She had been a member of the Methodist church for many 
years. Their family consisted of four children, the eldest of whom died when quite young. 
The second in order of birth, Amanda B., became the wife of Robert H. Golladay, a promi- 
nent attorney of Coffeeville; R. B., our subject, was third in order of birth, and the fourth 
was John W., who was a planter and died in Sevier county, Ark., about 1888. He served 
as a private in an Arkansas regiment, Confederate army. R. B. Willis was born where 
he now resides, in Grenada county, in 1836, received the rudiments of an education in 
Grenada county and then entered Union college, at Murfreesboro, Tenn. After this he 
attended the state university, at Oxford, but left that institution when about sixteen years 
of age to take care of his mother’s estate. This he did until the breaking out of war, 
‘when he joined the Mobile cadets, Third Alabama, as a private, serving in that command 
uutil the spring of 1862, in the army of northern Virginia, and fought at Seven Pines 
avd many other places. In the spring of 1862 he joimed the Forty-second Mississippi, 
company H, and remained in the Virginia army untii the battie of Gettysburg, when he was 
severely wounded. This disabled him from further service and he was in the hospital at 
Baltimore for probably two months as a prisoner. He was then exchanged and spent some 
time with his relatives in Virginia, after which he returned home. In 1870 he married a 
cousin, Miss Rosalie Willis, danghter of Richard Henry and Lucy A. Willis, her father being 
a brother of Dr. William T. Willis. Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Willis were natives of Orange county, 
Va., where they spent all their lives. He was a very progressive planter and au excellent 
citizen. Mrs. Willis, subject’s wife, was also a native of Orange county, Va. To this union 
were born three children. Since his marriage Mr. Willis has lived on the farm of his birth, 
six miles east of Graysport, and now owns over two thousand acres. He raises annually two 
hundred bales of cotton and plenty of corn and hay to supply the plantation, and is one of 
the leading planters of the county. For about six or eight years he was engaged in mer- 
chandising on his plantation, and then for about two years he followed the same business in 
Graysport, but the fall of 1890 he sold out. He has never aspired to oflice, but has led a 
quiet, industrious life. He was a charter member of Graysport lodge, A. F. & A. M., No. 
289, and was once junior warden. He and his estimable wife are Episcopalians, holding 
membership in All Saints’ church, Grenada. He is a whole-souled gentleman, noble, gen- 
erous, and one of the most practical and successful planters in the county. He spares no 
pains to make his home pleasant and cheerful. Mrs. Willis is a lady of culture and taste 
and has many warm friends. 

Born on May 5, 1858, near Union Church, Rankin county, Miss., Edgar Stewart Wilson 
spent his early boyhood on his father’s farm. Descended on both sides from Scotch-Irish 
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ancestry, his father, Joseph Wilson, being a native of Ireland, and his mother, Elizabeth 
Ellen Evins, a native of Tennessee, his home surroundings were in keeping with that sturdy 
stock. When he had reached the age of eleven the family moved to Brandon, the county 
seat, to secure for the younger members such educational advantages as the troubled eondi- 
tion of the state could then afford. The death of his father, in 1876, not only took him from 
school, but also threw him on his own resources, and he began in earnest the battle of life. 
Determined to learn the printer’s trade, he commenced as “devil” in the office of the Hast- 
ern Argus at Brandon, where he remained until he found employment with Col. Fleet Cooper, 
on the Meridian Gazette (soon to become the Comet), and continued to work on that paper at 
Brookhaven and at Jackson. Upon its removal to the latter place, young Wilson took a 
position on the editorial staff, which he retained until 1880. In that year, after a temporary 
envagement with the Grenada Sentinel, he bought the Walthall Pvoneer, aud went into busi- 
ness for himself. In ISS1I he was elected secretary of the Press association, at its meeting in 
Aberdeen, and in January, 1882, he was elected, after a close and spirited contest, clerk of 
the Mississippi house of representatives, over some of the most popular gentlemen in the 
state, being the youngest man ever chosen to that important and lucrative place. On March 
1, 1882, Mr. Wilson was married, at Jackson, Miss., by Rey. Dr. Galloway (now Bishop Gal- 
loway), to Miss Elizabeth Buckley, daughter of Hon. James M. Buckley, and the wedding 
was so numerously attended by members that the legislature was left without a quorum. 
Toward the close of the legislative session Mr. Wilson attempted to buy the Comet, the paper 
with which he had been so long, and which he had helped to build up. Failing in this, he 
established the New Mississippian, its first issue appearing March 1, 1882, and marking an 
era in the journalism of his state. The new venture met with phenomenal success, and 
attracted wide and favorable comment from the progressive press of the South. The New 
Orleans Picayune pronounced it the most serviceable engine of independent journalism in 
the state. Its conservatism and candor commanded the respect of the public, and it speedity 
attained the honor of being the home organ of that progressive, unsectional and constitu-. 
tional democracy of which Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, then in the senate, now on the supreme 
bench of the United States, was recognized as the foremost leader in the South, and which 
in Mississippi had come to bear his name. True to the policy he announced, Mr. Wilson fear- 
lessly assailed the abuses which he saw in his own party, and severely eriticised and steadily 
opposed the state administration of that day as extravagant and violative of its pledges. 
This course led, subsequently, to his defeat by the unsparing use of administration influence, 
when he became a candidate for reélection as clerk of the lower house of the state legislature; 
yet the result was barely accomplished, the vote standing, just before the decisive ballot, 
fifty-one for Wilson, fifty-two for his successful competitor and two for a gentleman uot im 
the race. Inthe fall of 1SS4 Mr. Wilson was called to Washington, to become private secre- 
tary to Senator Lamar, and remained with that distinguished statesman until he accepted a 
position in Mr. Cleveland’s cabinet. Mr. Lamar tendered Mr. Wilson the choice of Federal 
positions in Mississippi, but Mr. Wilson desired to see something of the Northwest, and 
asked for an appointment in Wyoming. He was appointed receiver of public moneys at 
Evanston in June, 1885, but after visiting Wyoming in September of that year, declined the 
position, and asked for the registership of the United States land office at Cheyenne. He 
was immediately appointed, and entered upon his duties October 21, ISS5, being the youngest 
register in the service. As prior to taking up his official residence in Wyoming, Mr. Wilson 
had been appointed aunual orator of the Mississippi Press association, he returned to fulfill 
cagement, and at the annual session of that body at West Point, in May, [SS6, delivered 
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an oration more widely quoted and highly eulogized by the newspapers of the state, Memphis 
and New Orleans, than any similar effort before or since. It was also freely copied with 
favorable comment by the Wyoming press. In the administration of his office, Register 
Wilson discharged its importaut and difficult duties in such a manner as to receive merited 
commendation from President Cleveland, Secretary Lamar, Commissioners Sparks and Stock- 
slager and the Wyoming public, irrespective of party, and to provoke the criticism only of 
those whose hostility attested his personal integrity aud absolute fidelity to official trust. 
Upon this subject the Laramie Sentinel, the oldest republican paper in Wyoming, said: 
“Register Wilson possesses to an eminent degree the courage of bis convictions. In 
the fearless discharge of duty it is natural that he should offend the landgrabbers and their 
organs; but the people will the more admire him for the enemies he has made, and if he is 
the man we take him to be, he is proud of his enemies. He is just the man for the place. 
Honest, intelligent and courteous, upon his induction to office he saw his way clearly laid down 
before him, and has pursued it, through criticism and slander, with a step that has never fal- 
tered and a courage that has never failed. And he is right—all honest men indorse an honest 
administration of the land laws.” 

Commenting on the changes incident to the election of a republican president, the 
Platte Valley (Wyo.) Lyre used the following language: 

“Tn the ease of Mr. Wilson, the man was found for the position, not the position for the 
man. Eminently capable, perfectly fearless, and always vigilant, the register of the Chey- 
enne land office has been a shield and buckler to the threatened rights and interests of the 
bona fide and honest Wyoming settler. Unhesitatingly accepting the gage of battle so 
impudently and aggressively thrown down by the powerful land robbers who had entrenched 
themselves on Wyoming soil, he has met and completely worsted them. To-day the name of 
Edgar 5. Wilson is a terror to the Wyoming land sharks, however high their estate or masked 
their designs. For pubhe duties well performed and public interests well defended, Mr. 
Wilson reaps throughout the territory the grand reward of grateful appreciation and hearty 
thanks. In accordance with the powerful decree of political preferment, Mr. Wilson may 
step down and out of the Cheyenne land office, but the memory of his name and works will 
forever abide in the heart and home of the Wyoming settler.” 

Upon the induction of President Harrison, Mr. Wilson, under date of March 4, ISS, 
notified the President by letter of his desire ‘‘to relinquish the official trust confided to me 
as a democrat by a democrat.” His resignation was accepted subject to the appointment 
and qualification of his successor, which did not occur until the following September. Mr. 
Wilson immediately returned to Mississippi, where he re-embarked in journalism at the state 
capital. This new paper, the Commonwealth, at once became one of the leading journals of 
the state, exhibiting all of bis early pluck, enthusiasm and devotion to the true principles of 
democratic government, coupled with a riper judgment and, perhaps, a more forceful and 
pungent style. He made of it all that could be expected or desired as an earnest, elevated 
and able champion of the public good. Its record was never stained by even the suspiciou 
of a job, nor its columns prostituted to the purposes of selfish favoritism. Aithough respect- 
ful to opponents, it was always bold, and the divinity that doth hedge a king was no protec- 
tion against the scorpion lash it laid upon official misdoing. On November 4, 1890, the Com- 
monwealth was consolidated with the New Mississippian, Mr. Wilson’s old paper, the title 

of the new paper being the Mississippian. Its management purchased the subscription list 
and good-will of the New Farmer of Winona, then the official journal of the state Farmers’ 
Allianee. Of the papers thus merged, Mr. Wilson became, and is now, the editor-in-chief, 
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and he has made the Mississippian’s name so widely known, and its pubiie usefulness so fully 
recognized, that it hardly needs further mention. It was made the official organ of the 
Farmers’ Alliance of the state, with the understanding, however, that it would suffer no dic- 
tation from that body touching its political course us a democratic paper, and when it became 
evident that the alliance leaders were going to insist upon an active support of the sub-treas- 
ury scheme and other heresies set out in the Ocala platform, the managers of the paper 
promptly severed all official connection with the alliance. In the stirring canvass of the pres- 
ent summer (1S91) for the seats in the United States senate to become vacant on the expira- 
tion of the terms of Hons. J. Z. George and E. C. Walthall, it has been a tower of strength 
to the opponents of the wild and visionary schemes of financial reform by which the people 
are sought to be allured from the plain teachings of common sense and experience, and for 
the victory won it is entitled to credit in no small degree. On this subject the Raymond 
Gazette, the oldest and most conservative journal of the commonwealth, while the senatorial 
campaign was at its hight, said: “The Mississippian was the first paper in the state to 
assault the sub-treasury, and it never quailed under circumstances that would have blanched 
the cheek and struck dumb the heart of many a journalist. It declined to be coerced into a 
support of the sub-treasury by a powerful secret organization, assuming a political phase, 
stating it would speak its conscience, ‘though hell itself should gape, and bid it hold its 
peace.’ No braver words were ever spoken, especially when it is considered that it staked its 
very existence in defense of its principle. In the fight now raging, its white plume ever 
nods in the forefront. It is the idol of the state democracy. Edgar 8. Wilson is a brilliant 
Mississippian. His devotion to democracy is a passion. His hostility to the sub-treasury is 
as sincere as his opposition is powerful.” As a paragrapber, Mr. Wilson is particularly 
strong and incisive, and his political adversaries know the danger of this sharpshooting no 
less than that of the general aud more sweeping onslaught of his leaders. The response by 
Mr. Wilson on behalf of the press to the address of welcome at the press convention in Yazoo 
city, in May, 1891, has been widely commended for strength of thought and elegance of dic- 
tion. As a speaker his manner is forcible and impressive, but by no means lacking in grace. 
Mr. Wilson is a man of wide general reading, as well as practical information, and is a 
constant student. His acquaintance with the best authors, particularly Shakespeare and the 
other great English classics that have enriched and molded that noblest of tongues of men, 
is particularly full and accurate. His personal acquaintance with the public men of the day 
in his own state and the country generally is large, and the estimation in which he ts 
held commensurate with his force of character, influence and knowledge of governmental 
affairs. In person he is large and sturdy of frame, with a massive head and a large, bright, 
steel-gray eye, expressive of every passing emotion. He is a devoted family man and domes- 
tic in his tastes, devoting much of his leisure to the culture of his young olive branches, of 
whom there are four—two boys and two girls—named respectively: Elizabeth, Edgar S., Jr., 
Joseph Buckley and Bethany Craft. 

Samuel J. Wilson, Anding, Yazoo county, Miss. Joseph Wilson was a native of east 
Tennessee, and was there married to Lucinda Cook. He removed to Lawrence county, Ala., 
and thence to Mississippi in 1836, and settled in Kemper county. At the end of one year he 
went to Neshoba county, Miss., where he was engaged in agriculture until his death im 1S64. 
His son, Samuel J. Wilson, is the eldest of nine children. He was born, June 26, 1S31, in 
Lawrence county, Ala.; went fo Mississippt with his parents in 1836. When he had arrived 
at (he age of twenty-one years he bade adicu to the roof that had shielded him through ehild- 


hood, and went out into the world for himself. He had a sioallamount of capital, and by judi- 
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cious investments he has accumulated a considerable estate. He owns six hundred and twenty 
acres of land and has placed under cultivation two hundred and fifty acres. He was united 
in marriage, January 0, 1So4, to Miss Caroline Kelly, a native of Alabama, and a daughter 
of Albert and Permelia Kelly, of Tennessee. Three children are the result of their union: 
Francis P., Joseph B. and Albert K. When the late Civil war broke out Mr. Wilson, with 
the loyalty of true citizenship, went into the service. He enlisted in company A, Thirty- 
seventh Mississippi volunteer infantry, and was with this regiment until 1S64, when he was 
captured; he was carried to Camp Douglas, Chicago, IIL, where he was held until the decla- 
ration of peace. He participated in the battles of Iuka and Vicksburg, and was in several 
engagements in Georgia. After the close of the war, a large part of his property having 
been invested in slaves, by their freedom his financial condition was wrecked, like that of many 
others. He then removed to Yazoo county, where he has since lived. He and his family are 
members of the Missionary Baptist chureh. Politically he affiliates with the Democratic 
party, and he is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. He is one of the men who have helped 
to make Yazoo county what it is to-day, and his record as a citizen is above reproach. His 
maternal grandparents are of Irish birth. Their names are James and Margaret J. Cook. 
Rey. William Winans, D. D. (deceased), was one of the most illustrious divines in the 
entire South. He was born near Braddock’s grave, Penn., November 3, 1788, and at two 
years of age he was left to the sole care of his mother, having three sisters aud a brother, all 
older than himself. The sisters were Elizabeth, Martha and Asenath, and the brother 
Obediah, all of whom married and reared families. From his autobiography and from a diary 
kept by himself from 1508 are gleaned the following facts: “My mother was poor and depend- 
ent upon the labor of her own hands, with the slight assistance of her older children. She 
was, I beheve, the most industrious human being I ever knew. I scarcely ever saw her 
unoccupied, day or night. She usually lulled me to sleep at night with the sound of her 
Seotch wheel, and aroused me in the morning with the bustle cf housckeeping oceupations. We 
never wanted bread to eat nor raiment to wear; and, besides this, our careful mother taught, or 
had us taught, to read. By some means, I do not knowhow, my brother, four years older 
than myself, learned to write, and from him I learned enough, by dint of ‘persevering 
application, to write in a plain, artificial manner. This is the amount of the education I 
received, except that, when I was about eighteen years old, I received instruction in arith- 
metic during fifteen and a half days. This enabled me to return the obligation conferred 
upon me by my brother in teaching me ealigraphy, as I initiated him in the science of 
figures and calculations. AVhen I was two years old my mother removed to Ten-mile creek 
in Greene county, Penn.. where she remained some seven years, and then removed to George’s 
creek, Fayette county, Penn., near Union Town. Here we continued until I was sixteen 
years old and then removed to Clermont county, Ohio, where I remained until I entered the 
itinerant ministry in the Methodist Episcopal church. While in this county I united with 
the church. My excellent mother was sincerely pious, long before I was born, and she dili- 
gently imparted pious and moral instruction to her children as soon as their minds could 
receive it. There were, however, quickenings and accessions to the strength of the impression 
so made upon my mind by the preaching of the gospel at sundry times and by various 
nnisters. When eight or nine years old I heard Valentine Cook and James Smith and was 
deeply impressed, so that I earnestly desired to bea Christian. But during the following six 
or seven years my associations were as bad as any out of the infernal regions, and led me 
into many vicious habits. Dancing, Sabbath breaking, card playing, and even drunkenness, 
were vices in which | frequently indulged with keen and inereasing relish. I lived in the 
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vicinity of large iron works and was employed in them; and in those days, the characters of 
those employed were perhaps unparalleled for wickedness. In 1808 or 1504 a young man, 
named Davidson, came to my mother and proposed to make her house a preaching place on 
the circuit. He prayed with us with great fervor and unction and left an appointment to 
preach; but severe affliction prevented him from doing it and I never saw him again. His 
‘manner, his conversation and his prayer made a deep and lasting impression upon my mind 
and heart. Soon after Simon Gilespie, James Hunter, William Knox, Thornton Fleming 
and Anderson Hemphill successively preached at my mother’s honse, and formed a small 
society, of which I was a member. In 1805 we removed to Ohio, and I took with me the 
proper voucher of my membership in the church. But the dissipating infiuence of immigra- 
tion and a protracted separation from the ordinances of religion had brought me into so care- 
less a state, that when I had an opportunity to claim my membership in the church I declined 
doing so, under a conscientious presumption that I was unfit for the relation. My love to 
the church and my desire to become a Christian continued, however, and I was, perhaps, as 
punctual as any member in attending the means of grace, including love feasts and class 
meetings. This continued till Christmas day, 1806, when I was shut out of love feast by 
John Collins, a preacher whom I revered more than all others. Determined that I would 
not again be excluded from love feast, my certificate of membership being a nullity, I joined 
the church that same day on trial. I was sincerely desirous to be a Christian, but not very 
earnest in my efforts to that effect till March, 1807. Then I became truly penitent and 
sought diligently in the bitterness of soul for pardon. On Easter Sunday, March 29, at a 
prayer meeting at night, and when I was leading in prayer, God spoke peace to my soul and 
wrought a wonderful change in my whole moral nature, shedding His love abroad in my heart. 
J was soon after appointed elass leader, and on the 29th of Aucust received license to exhort. 
J first made an attempt to preach in a private house, my mother and all the rest of her family 
in the congregation, on, I think, the 6th of June, [SOS. The presence of my family, my mother 
especially, embarrassed me more than would that of the president and congress have done. 
IT have not dared to preach on the same text again, though I have written a sermon on it. 
It was Ephesians v: 8. On the 27th of Au 
immediately entered upon the work of the itinerant minister, though not formally admitted 


gust, ISOS, I received license to preach, and 
into it till the following October. My first regular appointment was the Limestone cireuit, 
including Augusta, Washington and Marysville, and, before the year expired, by a uniting 
of the Limestone and Fleming circuits, Flemingsburg in Kentucky.” He preached his first 
funeral sermon at Washington, that of Mrs. Mary Magruder, daughter of Eliza and John 
Dunbar, son of Joseph Dunbar, Esq. His first marriage ceremony was performed while on 
this circuit, May 16, 1810. “My second appointment was to the Vincennes cireuit, Indiana. 
This circuit included all the settlements on the Wabash and White rivers, from the Indiana 
line to the Ohio river. I went to this cireuit October 17, 1SO9, and left it October 23, 1810. 
1 was the second preacher appointed to this circuit, and during the whole year never saw 
an itinerant preacher, and had but little assistance from local preachers, of whom there were 
three on the circuit. Here my acquaintance with President Harrison commenced, and I was 
enjoying his hospitality at the time of his council with Tecumseh, which met on the lawn before 
Harrison’s door. This council was held between two men, than whom few have lived who 
were more patriotic, wise or brave. They viewed the matter in debate (a late land sale to 
the United States by the Miami tribe) from different standpoints, and both honestly believed 
they were defending the right. Tecumseh had spoken very ably from 10 a. om. till 2 p.m. 
(his speeches being twice interpreted), and Harrison had spoken by way of introduction ten 
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minutes, and had entered upon the merits of the dispute in a second speech, when, upon the 
interpreter translating it into the Indian language, Tecumseh, who was sitting on the ground, 
sprang to his feet and said fiercely, “That’s a lie.’ Immediately the Indians who were of his 
party also sprang up and as fiercely assented to his negative. I happened to be standing at 
the back of General Gibson’s chair and heard him whisper to the officer in command of a 
guard of fifteen men, ‘Have your men ready. Those fellows intend mischief.’ (He had lived 
twenty years among the Shawnees.) The men were brought immediately in front of Tecum- 
seh and his confederates, with arms presented and ready for instant action. Had the Indians 
attempted violence all their chiefs would probably have fallen, as the guards were not 
more than five paces from them aud covered them with their muskets. But for the presence 
of the guards I have no doubt there would have been a horrible massacre of the whites, as 
few of them had any arms, and as the Indians were well armed for close conflict, though 
without firearms. The ‘Life-of Harrison’ does my gallantry more credit than it is entitled 
to. It represents me as going to the door to defend the women and children, whereas, in 
fact, I do not know that I thought of them. I had seen a musket, with a fixed bayonet, 
standing at the door, and thither I went that I might arm myself if a conflict eusued. The 
door was within a few feet of where the council was held. I came to Mississippi on horse- 
back from Vincennes via Shelbyville, Ky., the seat of the conference that year, and arrived 
at Port Gibson December 5, 1810. My fields of labor have been as follows, viz.: Claiborne, 
Wilkinson, Natchez and Claiborne, two years; New Orleans, 1813 and 1814; Natchez, Clai- 
borne and Wilkinson; local, five years, on account of ill health; Natchez cireuit, 1S21; Mis- 
sissippi district, four years; Washington station, Washington district, three years; missionary 
agent, three years; superannuated, 1833; New Orleans district, one year; Wilkinson, super- 
numerary, one year; Woodville station, one year; agent from New Orleans church, 1857; New 
Orleans district, one year; Natchez district, four years; New Orleans district, three years; 
agent for Centenary college, 1846; Natchez district, two years; Woodville district, agent for 
Centenary college; superannuated, four years. I bave been a delegate to the general confer- 
ences nine times, and a delegate to the convention which organized the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South.” While in attendance at the general conference at New York city he was the 
guest of Harper Brothers, and soon after 1846 was presented with a fine large family Bible, 
with their kind wishes. This work was profusely illustrated and a masterpiece of topography. 
A. B. Hyde, D. D., professor of Greek in the University of Denver, speaks of Rev. Will 
iam Winans, D. D., in the story of Methodism as “the greatest of the Methodists of the 
Southwest. His gifted mother taught him to read well the two books, the Bible and Pilgrim’s 
Progress. In the Southwest he was the right man for the region, and here for forty-five 
years he employed his wonderful energies of mind and body. His personal appearance was 
striking. In his later years he became feeble, yet when he could hardly sit upon a saddle, 
he would preach with wonderful power. A delegate to the general conference, on the sepa- 
ration of the Southern Methodists, he took a lively interest, being himself aslaveholder. He 
was very negligent of his dress, his collar without stock or cravat slouching about his neck. 
Tn this shellbark interior was a mind of strange energy, grasping and molding the most 
difficult of subjects and uttering itself in a rhetoric equal to that of our best writers.” As a 
writer he issued a wide and choice cirele of Biblieal literature, including a volume of Discourses 
on Fundamental Subjects, an enduring monument (large octavo, about seven hundred and fifty 
pages), besides many fugitive publications. He would go miles to get a book he wanted to 
read, though his own library was large and comprised many rare and yaluable works. ‘They 
were of a choice selection and said tobe one of the best in the South. He received the degree 
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of D. D. first from Baton Rouge college, La., and afterward from Randolph, Macon, Ga., 
Dr. Winans was the second Methodist preacher in New Orleans, going there during the 
struggle for hberty and renting a small room in which he taught school and held religious 
service evenings and Sundays. The firing of a gun for the cock fight was the hour his 
services on Sunday were to commence. He was afterward very intimately associated with 
Judge Edward McGehee in the building of the Carondelet Street church. He was also 
engaged jn schoolteaching in Wilkinson county near the place of this settlement, where he 
taught for several years with a large attendance. In his diary kept by himself, dated 1SO%, 
is the system of shorthand used by him in taking notes and writing his sermons. He was 
the first elder commissioned in Mississippi, by Bishop R. R. Robert, bearing the private seal, at 
Pine Ridge, Miss., October 13,1816. In the same diary are found the number of volumes he read 
and re-read, some of them as high as ten times, numbering one thousand three hundred and 
ten, with the number of pages one million three hundred and forty-four thousand tive hundred 
and five, the Bible ninety-seven times, and the New Testament one hundred and ninety-four 
times up to within a short time before his death, well preserved on the fly-leaf of his Bible, 
with date of each reading, now in the hands of his son’s family at Columbia, Mo. The 
number of miles traveled by him, mostly on horse-back, up to within five years before his 
death was one hundred and thirty-nine thousand eight hundred and fifty two, and the 
number of marriages performed one hundred and thirty-three, for which he received 
$1,853.25; the number of chapters read by him before he commenced the ministry of the gospel, 
from October 22, 1SO8, to 1811, was eleven thousand one hundred and seventy-two. He 
performed the marriages of many of the leading families of this county: Noland Stewart (of 
Louisiana), Judge Henry Cage (of this county), Judge H. F. Simrall, Judge McGehee (second 
marriage), J. W. Burruss, Hon. B. H. Drake, Judge James Walker and many others. He 
came to Wilkinson county in 1814 and settled the present home place, where he reared his 
family. Here he was married September [4, 1515, to Martha Du Bose, a native of South 
Carolina, born at Darlington April 20, 1797, and died March 22, 1862. She was a daughter 
of Daniel and Mary (Nettles) Du Bose, natives of the same place. Daniel was the son of 
Isaac of Dieppe, Normandy, and came to South Carolina in 1689, with his six sons and one 
daughter, the youngest of whom was Daniel, by whose union with Mary Nettles was born 
Martha, who became the wife of Dr. Winans. Elias, the living brother of Daniel, married 
Lydia Capers, by whose union was born Elizabeth, who married Stephen Miller, afterward 
governor and United States senator from South Carolina. “Martha, the wife of the subject, 
was of a family of five children—four daughters and one son-—all of whom erew to maturity 
and married. Elizabeth married Robert A. Shackleford, Margaret married John C. Richard- 
son, Mary N. married Dr. William Langley, and Martha married the subject of this memoir. 
Samuel Du Bose, the eldest child, married Jane Dick and settled in Alabama. Martha, wife 
of Dr. Winans, came to this territory with her mother in 1SO9 (she being a widow) and settled 
in the Midway neighborhood, where she reared and educated her daughter. She was a woman 
of sterling integrity and very devoted to her family,a good Christian mother and noble woman. 
She was beloved by all and very highly esteemed. By this union were born six children, four 
of whom lived to be grown, two of whom are yet living. The eldest, Mary 8., married Mr. 
Isaac Wall, and is now living in Clinton, La., the mother of nine children, five of whom are 
yet living. The eldest daughter of Mrs. Wall, Sarah C., married W. F. Kernan, a prominent 
awyer of Louisiana, and now an ex-circuil judge of one of the judicial districts of that state. 
Mrs. Kernan was the eldest grandchild of Dr. Winans, and on one oceasion, when he intro- 
duced little Sallie Wall to Henry Clay at Baton Rouge, he said: “This is my eldest grand- 
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child.’ Henry Clay smiled and said: ‘ He is very particular to say eldest; he doesn’t want 
to be thought old.” Margaret L. C. married W. P. Dickson,of Teunessee, but reared in Missis- 
sippi; by this union were born six children, three of whom are deceased. W. P. Winans was a 
lawyer of prominence in Louisiana, and married Jane Harper, by whom he had four daughters, 
all in Columbia, Mo. His widow became the wife of Dr. G. W. Riggins. W. P. Winans was 
killed at Missionary Ridge, Tenn., November 23, 1563, and at the time of his death held the 
commission of colonel in the Nineteenth Louisiana regiment; he was a man of fine ability 
and education. The fourth child born to Dr. Winans is Annie E., born in 1828.) She was 
reared in this county, and finished her education in Shelbyville, Ky., and is a woman of 
fine attainments, hospitable and kind. She and her sister, Mrs. Wall, are the only surviv- 
ors of Dr. Winans’ family. She was married, January 4, 1S49, to Nolan 8. Dickson, a native 
of Tennessee, by whom were born three children: Mary L., who died at fourteen years of 
age; Lucy W., at home, and William A., the present representative of this county, born and 
reared on the home place, and educated at Centenary college and at Vanderbilt university, 
Nashville, Tenn. He was married to Lucy B. Hampton, of Tennessee, where she was born 
and reared and educated at Hopkinsville. By this union they have one son, Stewart H. Mr. 
Dickson is one of the county’s most enterprising young men. He was elected to the legislat- 
ure in 1888, which office he still holds, having succeeded himself for the second time. Mr. 
and Mrs. Dickson resided on the home place, where they kindly cared for Dr. Winans dur- 
ing his last feeble years, and until his death, August 31, [S57. Nolan S. Dickson died June 
9, IS70, and was one of the county’s representative planters. Mrs. Dickson is one of the 
county’s most noble women, a Christian mother and a faithful worker of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. She has a son of her niece-in-law Anna Dickson, Wall Henry, whom 
she has reared from an infant since the death of lis mother, a bright lad of twelve summers. 
The New Orleans Christian Advocate, speaking of the death of William Winans, D. D., 
said: ** Dr. Winans is dead! We are slow to realize the faet with its annonneement. The 
church mourns, not as for a servant, but a father, and the county for one of its greatest 
citizens. ; 
“Servant of God, well done! 
Rest from thy loved employ, 
The battle fought, the victory won, 
Enter thy Master's joy.” 


J. W. Winborn, sheriff of Benton county, was born in what was at the time Marshall 
county, in 1840. His parents were Richard W. and Rebecca (Floyd) Winborn, natives of 
North Carolina. His father was born in 1806, and grew to maturity in the state of his birth, 
moving to Marshall county, Miss., in 1836, and locating twelve miles east of Holly Springs, 
where he lived for many years, and reared a family of eight sons and two daughters, only 
five of whom are living at the present time, all within the boundaries of Carroll, Holmes 
and Benton counties. He died in ISSS — Sheriff Winborn was reared in this county, and 
received as good an education as the public schools afforded. In the beginning of the 
war he enlisted in eompany K, of the Thirty-fourth Mississippi volunteers, under Capt. 
D. B. Wright, and served until the close of hostilities, taking part in the engagements 
at Parmington, Prairieville, Chickamauga, Resaca and Atlanta, receiving a wound in the 
latter engagement which necessitated his being placed in the hospital, but he had no sooner 
recovered than he again reported for active duty. He was married in 1860 to Cornelia 
M. Hoover, an estimable lady, who has borne him nine children, eight of whom are living. 
On the Ist of January, 1592, he will have held the oftice of sheriff for fourteen years, 
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having been re-elected at election after election, which indicates more clearly than any- 
thing else could do the fidelity with which he has discharged the trust reposed in him by his 
fellow-citizens, and he has been nominated for another term of four years. He has been a 
Mason since 1875, and all of his friends who are Masons testify that he is a Mason in principle 
as well asin name. The career of Mr. Winborn shows what may be achieved by an intelli- 
gent, honest, industrious and ambitious young man, not only in Mississippi, but in any other 
of the states of our glorious Union. 

W. D. Windham is a native of Jasper county, Miss., and was born September 15, 1839, 
His father was James Windham and his mother was Christiana McLeod, the former being a 
native of Georgia and the latter of North Carolina. They moved with their respective fami- 
lies to Mississippi at an early day. They were married in Perry county, Miss., coming thence 
to Jasper county about the year 1833. © Mr. Windham was a man of considerable prominence 
in his day, especially in connection with the old state militia.- He died at Columbus, Miss. 
His wife still lives, residing in Jasper county. They were the parents of ten children: 
Murdock, William D., Jared C., James 8., George, Susan, Effa, Hlizabeth, Caroline and one 
daughter who died very young. W. D. Windham was educated at the public schools of Jas- 
per county. He began life for himself at the age of eighteen years, but was able to get 
only a fair start before the war, being obliged after the war to start anew. In May, 1862, he 
enlisted in company A, of the Fortieth Mississippi infantry, in which he served until near the 
close of the struggle. Returning to Jasper county he interested himself in agriculture. In 
August, 1869, he was married to Miss Colen V., daughter of William and Elizabeth (Moss) 
Hossey. Shortly after they located upon the plantation which they now occupy, and which 
Mr. Windham has operated successfully ever since that time. He owns in all about six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, of which nearly one-half is in the highest state of eultivation. 
Mr. and Mrs. Windham are members of the Baptist church, and Mr. Windham is a useful 
and in every way a highly respected citizen, who commands the esteem of the entire com- 
munity. 

Col. William Winston, a hardware merchant of Columbus, Miss., was born in Boone 
county, Ky. (near Cincinnati, Ohio), June 20, 1839, a son of Robert P. and Rebecca (Pollard) 
Winston, both of whom were born in Hanover county, Va., and relatives of Patrick Henry. 
The paternal grandfather, William Winston, was in the War of 1S12 and by oecupation was 
a planter, following this calling the latter part of his hfe in Kentucky. Robert P. Winston 
was likewise a planter, and at the time of his death, which oceurred of cholera in Louisville, 
Ky., in 1549, he was an extensive coal merchant and owned what is now known as the Mul- 
ford mines, which he purchased from ex-President Tyler. His wife also died in Louis- 
ville and was buried at Cave Hill. Of four children born to them, the subject of this sketch 
is the only survivor. He was reared principally in the Old Dominion, being an attendant of 
Hampton-Sidney college, in which institution he completed his studies. His health was very 
poor at this time, but with the determination that has ever characterized his career he 
entered upon the study of law, but his body failed to uphold the burden which the brain 
imposed apon it, and he was compelled to abandon his legal studies. He then embarked 
in the hardware business as a clerk in Riehmond, Va., but came West before he had attained 
his majority and entered into business with his brother, Thomas P., continuing with bim for 
some time. In IS61 he enlisted in company D, Third Kentueky regiment, and after serving 
a short time was made aid-de-camp on General Tillman's staff, but afterward took charge of 
an independent company between the Cumberland and Ohio rivers, stationed at Princeton, 
Ky. He was but twenty years of age at this time, and after he had lost all his men at the 
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battle of Fort Donelson he went to Virginia, where he was made leutenaut-colonel under 
General Floyd, who commanded the state line when the state troops were turned over to the 
Confederate service. As Colonel Winston was in very poor health at this time he came West 
and acted on General Wheeler’s staff, notwithstanding the fact that he was exempt from 
service on account of his health. Upon recovering his health to some extent, however, he 
enlisted as a private in the Hignth Kentucky regiment, serving about thirty days, when he 
was put upon the staff of General Lyon, with whom he served until the surrender in 1865 at 
Columbus, Miss. In the latter part of the same year he opened business in Columbus 
and has continued the same up to the present time, being now the oldest resident mer- 
chant of the town. He is well to do, and besides the valuable property which he owns in 
Columbus he is extensively engaged in the stock business and is interested in an orange 
grove in Florida and in several other places. In 1565 he was married to Miss Lucy A. 
Harris, by whom he has two children: William, attending military academy at Huntsville, 
Ala., and Corinne. In 1887 he was married to his present wife, formerly Miss Virginia S., 
daughter of Col. Joseph Taylor, of Alabama. Colonel Winston is a member of the A. F. & A. 
M., and he and his wife are members of the Episcopal church. 

Within the limits of Jefferson county, Miss., there is not a man of greater personal pop- 
warity than Hiram L. Winters, a man of recognized worth and substantial and progressive 
spirit. He was born in Ohio county, Ind., May 4, 1823, but his father, Levi Winters, was 
born in the Keystone state, where he also grew to manhood. After reaching manhood he 
went to Vermont and in that state was married to Miss Pheebe Clark, and afterward removed 
with his bride to what was then the wilds of Indiana, and became one of the pioneers of Ohio 
county. There he was called from life in 1827, his widow surviving him several years. Hiram 
L. Winters, their son, spent his youth at Rising Sun, Ind., and at that place began 
learning the tinner’s trade, and as his employer and instructor was engaged in running a flat- 
boat on the Ohio river and down the Mississippi river to New Orleans, selling his wares, Mr. 
Winters may be said to have learned his trade on these rivers, several years of his life being 
spent at this work and in this manner. In 1853 he located at Grand Gulf, Claiborne county, 
Miss., with the purpose of following his trade, but the first year was taken with yellow fever, 
and although very ill, his time had not yet come and he gradually recovered and once more 
took up the burden of life. He was one of a very few that survived that dreaded scourge, for 
in the little village of Grand Gulf there were sixty-four deaths. In 1857 Mr. Winters 
removed to Rodney, then a thrifty little town of five hundred souls, and there commenced 
business with a very small capital, but pushed his venture to a suceessful issue and accumu- 
lated property very rapidly. Unfortunately he lost the most of it during the turbulent times 
of the war, and in 1864 removed with his family to Indiana, two years being spent in his 
native state. In 1866 he returned to Rodney to once more engage in the tin business, and 
although he has met with severe loss by fire on three different occasions and has been, each 
time, left in reduced circumstances, he has, with undaunted determination, resumed business 
each time and has succeeded in bending cireumstances to his will, By shrewd management and 
devotion to his business he has recovered his losses, and with renewed strength and courage 
looks forward to a prosperous future. Tn 1875 he put in a small stock of general merchan 
dise in his hardware establishment, and this has increased from time to time, he now being a 
prosperous general merchant with a bright outlook for the future. He was first married in 
Indiana, July 21, 1S50,to Miss Elizabeth Schofield, a native of England, who came to the 
United States with her parents when a child of ten years, meeting and afterward marrying 
Mr. Winters. She died in ISSO, having borne a family of eleven children; six are still living: 
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Arabella P., wife of John Mackey; Henry L., married, and a merchant of Rodney; Rosa W., 
wife of Samuel J. Schofield, of Madison, Ind.; William S., married, anda prosperous mer- 
chant of Alabama; Joe S., a successful physician of Rodney; and Hannah L., who is at 
this writing (spring, 1S91) attending school in Madison, Ind. Mr. Winters married his pres- 
ent wife, Miss Victoria Harper, in May, 1888. She was born in Mississippi to Rev. Miles 
Harper and wife, the former being a minister of the Methodist Kpiscopal church. Mr. Win- 
ters is a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which order he has held a nmimber of important 
offices, and he also belongs to the I. O. O. F. and has represented his lodge in the vrand 
lodge of the state. He and Mrs. Winters are members of the Presbyterian church, and 
although he has reached his sixty-eighth year he is yet in the enjoyment of good health. He 
has made his way through life by his native talents and deserves much credit and honor for 
the position he has attained, for it is truly an enviable one. 

John Wise, from 1840 to 1856, sixteen years, justice of the peace at Quincy, Mon- 
roe county, Miss., and one of the prominent planters of this section, was born in Bed- 
ford county, Tenn., June, 1811, the son of William and Katherine Wise, and came to Monroe 
county with his father’s family in 1S18, when only five years of age, his father being 
one of the first white men to locate permanently on the present site of Quincy, and, in fact, 
one of the earliest settlers thereabouts. His location was then covered with dense forests, 
and very little was in a fit state for cultivation, and in the end of the year following his 
arrival there provisions became so scarce that he was compelled to make the journey back to 
Tennessee after corn and other necessaries. Before he completed the journey, he was killed 
and robbed, his assailants supposed to have been Indians. The burden of the family’s sup- 
port fell upon his widow and children. Our subject remained with his mother until he 
was twenty-five years of age, helping to rear and educate his younger brothers and sisters. 
In 1836 he married Margaret, daughter of John und Margaret Tucker, and has since 
been engaged for the most of the time in planting on his own account. in 1561 he was com- 
missioned by the government officers to take care of the women and children residing 
within the boundaries of the county during the war, a position he filled during all that event- 
ful period from that date to 1865, discharging his duties in a manner that commanded 
the admiration of all classes of citizens. Mrs. Wise died in 1870, having borne him three 
children, as follows: aura (deceased), Catherine, and Martha I. (deceased). In S72 Mr. 
Wise was again married, to Hlizabeth Dillingham. She is a daughter of James and Mary 
Dillingham. Politically Mr. Wise is a democrat. He is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, and contributes liberally to its support. He is a kind husband and _ father, 
and ranks high as a business man and citizen. 

Capt. Albert Q. Withers, farmer, Victoria, Miss., is a member of a well-known and highly 
esteemed pioneer family of Marshall county, Miss., was born in Sussex county, Va., April 
6, 1819, and his parents, Sterling and Elizabeth (Moyler) Withers, were also natives of the 
Old Dominion. The paternal grandfather came over from England with Governor Dinwiddie, 
colonial governor of Virginia, and was his private secretary. The maternal grandparents 
were of French descent. The parents of our subject were married in their native state and 
remained there until all their children, four in number, were born. They were named in the 
order of their births as follows: Albert Q.; Emily (deceased), was the wife of Jesse M. 
Tate; Mary E., wife of C. C. White, and Sterling A., deceased. The parents removed from 
Virginia to Alabama in 1835, remained there one year engaged in farming, and then, in IN37, 
removed to Marshall county, Miss. The father bought land, erected houses and he and his 
two sons opened up a large estate. He was an honest, upright citizen, aud was noted for his 
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hospitality, that being a predominant characteristic of the Withers family. He and Mrs. 
Withers were members of the Methodist church. She died in 1846 and he in 1862. There 
are now only two of the family living, one besides our subject, Mrs. White. Capt. Albert Q. 
Withers received his literary training in the state of Virginia, and when nineteen years of 
age engaged in merchandising at Raleigh, Tenn., continuing in business there for five years. 
He returned to Mississippi in 1845, located on the farm where he now lives, and was married the 
same year to Miss Matilda Caroline Jones, daughter of William and Phalba C. (Howard) Jones. 
The Howard family were from the same county in Virginia that the Withers family hailed 
from, and they were old acquaintances. To Captain and Mrs. Withers were born seven children: 
Emile Q., William L., Elizabeth P., Mary H. (deceased), Lulu T., (wife of William H. 
Cannon), Sallie M. and Cora M. Captain Withers owns nine hundred and sixty acres of land 
and has six hundred acres under cultivation. He was elected a member of the legislature 
from Marshall county in 1859, and re-elected again in 1861, making four years’ service 
in that capacity. He was a member of that honorable body when the ordinance of seces- 
sion was passed and strongly opposed that measure. However, be acquiesced and bent 
his energies in support of the cause of the South, enlisting in the service in 1863. He 
raised a company of cavalry, was elected captain of the company, and was on detached duty 
mostly in the state of Mississippi, under General Wright. He remained in the service until 
the close and was paroled at Grenada, Miss. Returning to Marshall county he remoyed 
his family to Holly Springs. for his houses, fencing, ete., were destroyed by the armies, and 
his loss was at least $150,000 worth of property. At the breaking out of the war he had one 
hundred slaves, and was reputed to be worth at that time $300,000, having an annual 
income of $12,000 besides the ordinary increase in property. While a resident of Holly Springs 
-he engaged in merchandising, remained there until 1875S (the time of the yellow fever 
scourge), and then returned to his farm, where he bas since resided. His estimable wife and 
family are members of the Presbyterian church, and move in the best circles of society. 
The Captain is well known throughout the county as one of its very best citizens, and is noted 
for his hospitality and marked individuality. He educated his children in the best schools of 
the country. He has been a member of the Masonic fraternity for many years, and has 
taken al] the degrees in that order. He was largely instrumental in inducing the building 
of railroads in the state. The Mississippi river bottom and other abandoned lands were 
allowed to be redeemed, and the same held free of taxation for fourteen years; and he 
drew up the bill that passed both houses of the legislature, and became a law, allowing this 
bonus and at the same time replenishing the treasury. 

John P. Withers, Blythe, Miss. In the early settlement of the state of Mississippi 
members of the Withers family settled within its borders, and with that bravery and 
courage characteristic of the pioneer, made homes in Marshall county, in the midst of the 
wilderness. From these good people is descended the subject of this biography, John P. 
Withers. He was born in Marshall county, Miss., July 20, 1So0, and is one of a family of 
four children. His parents, Sterling A. and Emily C. (Caruthers) Withers, were natives of 
Virginia. The father, the son of Sterling Withers, was a planter, and one of the early set- 
tlers of De Soto county. He died in Marshall county in 1852, when John P. was two years 
old. The maternal grandparents of John P. were John P. and Ann C. Caruthers, natives of 
Virginia; they were also early settlers of Mississippi. John P. Withers was brought up in 
De Soto county and received a good edueation in the private schools of the neighborhood. 
When he had reached man’s estate he left his mother’s home, and started out in life for hin- 


self. He had a small amount of capital to sow for the future, and an unusual amount of 
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native energy and pluck. He is now farming on his mother’s place. He was married in 
1874 to Miss Adda B. Thompson, of Mississippi, a daughter of Benjamin F. and Camilla J. 
Thompson, natives of Tennessee. Six children have been born of this union: Camilla G., 
Sterling A., Frank T., Emily C., deceased, Ada B. and John P. Mr. Withers is a member 
of the K. H. 8. In 1858 he was appointed a member of the Yazoo Mississippi levee hoard, 
and still holds that position. He has been president of the board of supervisors of De Soto 
county for one year and a member of said board for four years. He has always been actively 
interested in politics as a democrat, and has given much attention to the issues which have 
most affected the welfare of the people. His broad, publhe spirit and his generous support 
of all philanthropic measures have won for him the respect and honor of the entire commu- 
nity. 

R. 8. Withers, a prominent Mississippian, was born in Jackson, May 27, 1557, a son of 
William T. Withers, and the fourth of his family of ten children. His father, a native of 
Kentucky, came to Mississippi about 1848, and being a talented attorney, he became a part- 
ner of Judge Wiley P. Harrison, with whom he remained associated for about seven years, 
after which he returned to Lexington, Ky. He then abandoned the profession of law to 
engage in the raising of blooded horses, and his fine stock farm near the city of Lexington 
he named Fairlawn. Although he began on a small scale, he had an aptitude for the work 
and did it well, being at one time the owner of Almont and Happy Medium, paying for the 
former $15,000, and for the latter $20,000. Some of his finest animals were sold to King 
Humbert, of Italy, to the king of the Sandwich islands and to the khedive of Egypt. When 
Mr. Withers came with his wife to Mississippi they were among the first settlers of the old 
town of Grand Gulf. R.S. Withers first attended the common schools, but finished his 
education in the acadeinic department of the University of Kentucky, but left this institution 
in 1874, and spent two years in California. He then returned to Kentucky, but being of an 
adventurous disposition. he was not yet disposed to settie down, so made a trip to the Sand- 
wich islands, taking with him some of his father’s finest horses, which he disposed of to the 
king, whose guest he was for one year. The latter gave him a sinecure on board an emi- 
grant ship, whereby he secured a good fee, although he had nothing to do, and visited many 
of the most important islands in the Pacific ocean. When King Kalakaua was on a visit to 
this country he visited the Kentucky home of Wilham T. Withers. KR. 5. Withers has also 
traveled throughout Mexico and the Central American states. When his desire for travel 
had become somewhat satisfied he returned to his home in Kentucky, where he remained 
until 1886, when he launched his canoe and drifted down the rivers to Vicksburg, Miss. In 
this state he has since made his home, and is now the owner of five thousand acres of land, 
about two thousand of which are under cultivation, which he devotes to the raising of cotton 
and corn, exclusively. He has four hundred and ninety acres in a stock farm, which he 
stocked with horses he brought from his Kentucky home, they being of the Hambletonian 
and Mambrino breed. In 1890 he opened a large general mercantile store on his planta- 
tion, in order to simply supply his own tenants, and from his $8,000 stock of goods, which 
he keeps constantly on hand, his annual sales amount to $75,000. In June, 1890, he was 
married to Miss Minnie Robb, a daughter of R. B. Robb, a native of Treland. Mr. Withers 
is a wideawake, pushing and enterprising man, and expects soon to drop planting altogether 
and devote his time and attention to the raising of stock, and should he do so he will no 
doubt be remarkably successful, for he has been brought up to the business. He has some 
valuable papers in his possession which were written by Geueral Johnston to his father dur- 
ing war times, asking for a statement of faets concerning the battle of Baker's Creek. 
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William T. Withers enlisted in the Confederate army at the opening of the war, enlisting in 
the First regiment of Mississippi light artillery, with which he remained until the surrender 
of Vicksburg. He was then paroled and stationed at Blakely, Ala., on Mobile bay, until the 
war closed. He was on Pemberton’s staff, and participated in all the battles in and about 
Vicksburg. After the war he opened a law office in Jackson, as above stated. 

E. H. Wiygul is a well known planter, whose postoffice address is Boland, Itawamba 
county, Miss. He was born December 9, 1827, a son of Alfred and Nancy (Mayfield) Wiygul. 
His parents were natives of Tennessee, and both were members of the Methodist church. Of 
their eleven children the subject of this notice was the eldest.. He got his education over 
pine, as he was denied the privilege of school facilities, and by perseverance obtained a good 
business education, and was married July 3, 1857, to Miss Elizabeth C. Conwill, who was 
born in South Carolina October 22, 1832, a daughter of J. G. and Mary (Shumpert) Conwill. 
She was one of twelve children who lived to maturity. Joseph A. was educated in Missis- 
sippi and has taught school since 1479. He was married October, 1883, to Miss Tabitha 
Monts, who was born March 25, 1S66, and has had five children, three of whom are deceased. 
Mr. Wiygulis located on a farm near his father’s plantation. He is a Mason and a member 
of the Farmers’ Alliance. Politically he is of the democratic faith, and his first vote for 
president was cast for Samuel J. Tilden. He and his wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. William E. was elected county treasurer of Itawamba county in 1883 
and held the office two terms. He took the place of his recently deceased brother, E. R. 
Wiygul, in the mercantile firm of Wiygul Brothers, general merchants, and lives in Net- 
tleton, Miss. J. A. Wiygul now lives in Nettleton, Miss., and is interested with his brother, 
W. E., in business. Elbert Riley, a merchant of Nettleton and a member of the firm of 
Wiygul Brothers, died recently at his residence in Nettleton. His death was a gloriously 
victorious one, and he said he was going home to glory, and besought his family and friends 
to meet him in the sweet bye and bye. Starting a poor boy, he had accumulated a good 
property for a young man, for he was yet in his twenties and single. Dora A. married J. D. 
Springer, of Itawamba county, and has three children. John P. married Miss Lillie M. 
Tally, daughter of M. Tally, of this county. Naney M. graduated at the industrial institu- 
tion of Columbus, Miss., and with James M. and Isaac G., is a member of her parents’ 
household. Mary E., Amanda M., and J. M. and Henderson Bb. are deceased. Mr. Wiygul 
is a democrat, politically, but has never aspired to any official positions, though he has been 
offered offices of honor, which he has declined, preferring to be with his family on the farm, 
teaching them the importance of an agricultural life, though his children have been so well 
educated as to prepare them for any walk of life. He cast his first presidential vote for 
Martin Van Buren. He is a Royal Arch Mason and a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. 
He and his wife are communicants at the Methodist Church South, upon the services of 
which his children are regular attendants. He has lived on his present homestead since 1834. 
He located in this county at a time when the playmates of his boyhood were Indians and the 
country was full of wild game. He lived through the period of settlement and development 
to see civilization firmly planted where, at his coming, the wilderness covered a large extent 
of territory. He is honored as the oldest settler of this part of the county. To the work of 
development he has been a liberal contributor, both of his inthuence and of his means. No 
man in the county is more deserving of the high respeet which is paid him than is Mr. Wiygul. 

Hon. Thaddeus A. Wood, an attorney of Clarke county and a well-known resident of 
Quitman, was born in Lauderdale county, Mareh 13, 1802. He was the fourth child in 
a family of six children born to James H. and Mary (Smith) Wood. His father was a native 
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of South Carolina, and was born about 1512, being a son of Reese Wood, and he 
removed to this state about 1552, locating at Lauderdale county, having previously married 
in South Carolina, and to him were born the following named children: James D., Mar- 
tha J., John R., Francis and Lee. Before coming to Mississippi Mr. Wood located for a time 
in Alabama. He died in Smith county in 1867, where he had been for some years a resident. 
He was a planter, a Free Mason, a democrat and a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. The mother of our subject was born in Sonth Carolina, in 1807. She was a daugh- 
ter of Dempsey Smith, a well-known planter and slaveowner of that state. Before her 
marriage to Mr. Wood she had beeu married to Mr. Hill, by whom she bad six children, the 
eldest two of whom died in infancy; the others were: Thomas T., Elam, Wilham H. H. 
and Mary. She died in Pulaski county, Ark., in ISS7, having been long a consistent mem- 
ber of the Baptist church. William H. H. Hill was a prominent physician of Sylvania, 
Smith county, and a graduate of the New Orleans medical college, who had a_ successful 
career and amassed a considerable fortune. Lee Wood, brother of T. A. Wood, is also 
a successful and well-known physician of the same place, and is a graduate of the Nashville 
Medical college. James is a wealthy planter residing in Arkansas. The boyhood, youth and 
young manhood of our subject were spent in Smith county. In IS67 he removed to 
Arkansas, where he lived till 1877. He was educated at Jacksonville college in Arkansas, 
and was a student there in 1873. In 1874 and 1875 he attended the Sylvania institute, and 
in 1876 he was again a student at Jacksonville college. Later he entered the South- 
western university at Georgetown, Tex., where he remained during the years 1877, 1S7S and 
1879. Returning to Mississippi in the last mentioned year, he taught school at Sylvania in 
1880, and at Quitman in 1881. He studied law under Maj. Samuel Terral, of Quitman, 
in 1881-2, and was duly admitted to the bar. Mr. Terral having been appointed judge, Mr. 
Wood remained in his oflice and took charge of his large practice. September 29, 1SS6, Mr. 
Wood was married to Miss Anna L. Hassell, a daughter of John and Mary (Hunter) Has- 
sell, who was born in Choctaw county in 1867. Her father and mother were natives of Ten- 
nessee, the Jatier being a graduate of Columbia college, Tennessee. Her family moved to 
Mississippi in 1888, and located at Heidelberg, in Jasper county. Mrs. Wood was educated 
at Martin college. She has borne her husband two children: Mary, who died in infancy, 
and Florence, who is living. Mr. Wood’s career as a legal practitioner, which has extended 
through the past nine years, has been a markedly successful one. In 1SS7 he was elected to 
the state senate of Mississippi. In addition to his legal and miscellaneous practice he has 
upon his hands the legal business of the Enterprise Manufacturing 


g and Development com- 


pany, having been appointed attorney for that corporation. He is a man of great public 
spirit, and has done his full share toward the advancement of the general welfare of the 
community. He is a member of the Baptist church, and his wife is a member of the Presby- 
terian church. 

Hon. Thomas H. Woods, associate justice of the supreme court of Mississippi, is a 
native of Kentucky. Born in the quiet town of Glasgow, Ky., in 138, the first ten years 
of his life were passed there. In 1IS4S his father, Rey. Hervey Woods, removed from Glas- 
gow, Ky., to Kemper county, Miss., where Justice Woods received a common-school educa- 
tion, and where he resided until the winter of IN71I—2, when he removed to Meridian, Lauder- 
dale county. The promise of his youth warranted his father in sending him to Williams 
college, Massachusetts, and during his term of two years in that college he dtmonstrated 
clearly his strength of mind and endurance of physical powers. On returning to Mississippi, 
he turned his studies direetly to law and in the winter of 1850-60 was admitted a member 
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of the bar. With all the hope and pride of a young lawyer he determined to begin profes- 
sional life awong a people who knew his father and himself, and accordingly established 
his office at De Kalb, the seat of justice of Kemper county. Little time was given to 
assert his claim to prominence among his seniors of the bar. Within a year he was chosen 
a representative of Kemper in the historic convention of IS61. Within a year the Confed- 
eracy of the Southern states called all men to arms, and among the very first to respond to 
this loud, deliberate, daring call, was the young advocate of De Kalb. No commission 
urged him to enter the army, for his military career commenced as private in the first 
military company raised in Kemper county for the Confederate service. | He did not sub- 
sequently seek promotion, but as virtue brings its own reward, slowly but certainly his per- 
sonality rose above influence, and by gradual promotion he attained the rank of captain in 
his old company before Appomattox decided the fortunes of war. Singularly fortunate in 
being permitted to carve his own way upward in the military scale, he was equally fortunate 
in escaping the prison and the soldier's grave. A serious wound, received at Malvern 
Hill during the terrible combat at that point, is the reminder of the perils through which 
he passed and of the manner in which he answered the bugle calls to battle for rights and 
customs which he believed inalhenable. He was earnest in the constitutional convention of 
1861—he was the youngest member of that body—earnest in following the lessons which 
the convention inculcated, and earnest as a soldier of that western army which it brought 
into existence; he was always and everywhere faithful. It is not a matter for surprise to 
learn of the esteem and honor which waited on him in the years since the war. Jmmediately 
after his discharge from the army he was chosen attorney for the Third Mississippi district 
to fill a vacancy, and in IS66 was elected for a full term. His administration was forcible 
to such a degree that no guilty man escaped, criminals feared the law for that reason and 
good men learned to admire its rigorous administration. ‘The rule of the carpetbaggers now 
commenced, the zealous attorney was ousted under their forms of law, and a reign of legalized 
terror instituted. The victors claimed the spoils in word and deed. In 1869, when he was 
nominated for the state senate by the unanimous democratic yoice of his district, the new 
forms of law militated against his election and he went down with the other democratic can- 
didates. Everywhere the Federal bayonet and the negro enforced the law after the system 
of the Moors and Saracens. They were evil days in Mississippi, but the shadows were pass- 
ing and intolerance was marching toward its end. He was elected district attorney in 
1871, for the full term, and eclipsed his record as such in 1865 and 1866. The district 
was cleared of ruffians and desperadoes and the law, as administered by him, taught men to 
control their tempers and observe the rules of civilized life. In IS75 he was re-elected dis- 
trict attorney and the record of exact justice was not only maintained, but also extended 
until 1576, when he resigned the office to devote himself to his practice. Suecess followed 
success, and a few years brought him to that high position which his day dreams as a young 
Jawyer in 1S60 pictured for his future. In 1SS2 he was chosen representative in the legisla- 
ture almost by acclamation. From the point of view of himself and friends, it was an honor 
dangerous to accept, and during the session he every day denounced his own folly in aecept- 
ing the honor. In 1SS85 he declined the office of United States district attorney, offered by 
President Cleveland, and in other affairs showed a decided disinelination to seek public 
office. In ISS9 Governor Lowry appointed him judge of the supreme court, to fill an unex 
pired term, and he became chief justice on going on the bench by operation of law. In ISI 
Governor Stone reappointed Judge Woods for the full term of uine years. Since 1SS9, in 
common with his associates on the bench, he has bent his energies to reflect the glories of 
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the great old bar of Mississippi and present to the Union opinions and decisions equaling in 
words and logic any ever delivered in the English tongue. He it was who delivered the 
opinion in the Hemingway case in 1890, a production as literary as it is legal, abounding in 
beautiful ideas of justice and in language strong and irrefutable. =A yolume could be 
written on the life of this Mississippi jurist, each page of which would portray a man of 
intense convictions, well ordered ideas, logical, learned, soldierly, and withal genial and 
beneficent. 

Dr. A. V. Woolverton, a practicing and prominent physician of Enterprise, Miss., was 
born in Broadalvin, Fulton county, N. Y.,in 1828. He is a son of Dr. Asher and Jane 
(Kennedy) Woolverton. His father was born on the Hudson river in New York in 1779 and 
served inthe War of 1812. He became a practicing physician, finally locating at Rochester, 
N. Y., where be died in 1851. He reared a family of eight children, of which our subject 
was the last in the ofder of birth. The mother was born inthe same town as her hus- 
band, and died in Rochester about 1854. The children were named Dennis, Thomas, 
Stephen, Asher, Servius, Orpha, Samantha and Almira J. Dr. A. V. Woolverton’s early life 
was passed in Rochester, N. Y. He received his early education in the state of his birth, 
and in 1851 came to Mississippi and located at Enterprise, Clarke county. In 1853 he 
entered the Medical college of the state of Louisiana at New Orleans, at which he grad- 
uated in 18054, establishing himself in the practice of his profession in Enterprise during 
the same year. He was married in 1858 to Miss Cornelia E. Hand, of Clarke county, 
and a daughter of John F. Hand, who was one of the pioneers of the county, on one of 
the original purchases of land. Mrs. Woolverton was born in this county in IS41, and is 
one of a family of ten children. The maiden name of her mother was Sarah Everett, 
and one of her aunts was the first wife of Commodore Vanderbilt. Her parents were 
early settlers in this part of the county, where they became extensive planters and where 
they ended their days. Dr. and Mrs. Woolverton have had three children, whose names are: 
Walter, who died in ISSO at the age of twenty-one; Stella, now Mrs. J. W. Dyes, of Enter- 
prise, and who has had children. whose names are: Christopher R., Almira and Walter; and 
Almira, who is living at home with her parents. In 1861 the Doctor became connected with 
the surgical department of the armies of the Confederate States, and served as assistant sur- 
geon in the hospitals during the war. He was at the siege of Vicksburg, and his duty called 
him often to the. field of battle. He located in Enterprise after peace was declared and 
engaged in the practice of his profession, with which he combined, however, the duty of 
bookkeeper. He is everywhere recognized as a successful medical practitioner, who has the 
confidence of his patients and the respect of the general public. He is generous in his sup- 
port of public enterprises, and takes a special interest in schools, churches and all kindred 
institutions. He and his family are members of the Presbyterian church, of which he is an 
official. He is a Royal Arch Mason. He has a pleasant home, about two miles south of 
Enterprise, which is one of the most hospitable in the country. 

Thomas Worthington, planter, Leota Landing, was born in Leota, Miss., in 1855, and of 
the twelve children that blessed the union of Jsaue and Ann (Taylor) Worthington he was 
the youngest in order of birth. The father and mother were originally from Kentucky and 
the paternal grandfather was also a native of that state and of a distinguished family. The 
maternal grandfather, Ben. Taylor, was lieutenant-governor of Kentueky and of a prominent 
family of that state. Isaac Worthington was educated in his native state, where his birth 
occurred in 1792, aud was a soldier in the War of IS12. | He came to Mississippi in IS25 and 
with his negroes made a permanent settlement at Leota, which he named himself, in [S2%, 
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He had about fifteen hundred acres, but afterward bought more and cleared one thousand acres. 
He then bought an adjoining place with five hundred acres cleared. He was quite a prominent 
man and was elected to the oftice of judge of the county court. He died in 1555, an active mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church and the organizer of the same near Leota. His wife 
received her final summons in 1882. Their children were named as follows: Macie (married 
Cyrus R. Johnson), Theodocia (married Judge L. B. Valliant of St. Louis, Mo., now cireuit judge 
in that city); William H. (married Miss Baldwin and lived and died at Enterprise, Miss.), Ben. 
T. Qnarried Miss Mary Elly and both are now deceased), Isaac M. (married May Johnson 
and now resides in Chicot county, Ark.). The remainder of the children died in infaney. 
Thomas Worthington was reared in Washington county and graduated from the University of 
the South at Sewanee, Tenn., in IS77. He subsequently went to St. Louis, Mo., studied law 
for one year, but in 1S7S began planting on his present place. He was married in 1883 to 
Miss Rosine Adams, of New Orleans, daughter of R. W. Adams. a merchant of that city. In 
1886 Mr. Worthington erected his fine residence on his place and has now twelve hundred acres 
with nine hundred acres cultivated. He has a steam gin and all the modern improvements. He 
has a small orchard, but raises a good variety of fruit. He has a fine Percheron stallion, one of 
the best horses in the country, and is aiming to raise a good breed of stock. Onhis place the 
town of Leota has been built and the first merchants, Mott & Scarey, began business there 
in 1867. There are now twelve stores, postoffice, ete., and it is quite a thriving place. In 1858 
Mr. Worthington’s mother built a splendid brick mansion, which Jater, with six hundred 
acres of cleared land, caved in the river. To Mr. and Mrs. Worthington have been born three 
beautiful and interesting children: Annie, Henriette and Thomas, Jr. Mr. Worthington 
has been a member of the board of supervisors and has been active in the welfare and 
improvement of the county, and is amember-clect to the legislature. His father and uncles 
were pioneers of the Lake Washington country and did much to develop Washington county in 
its early day. Their children, Mr. Worthington and his cousins, are among the prosperous 
planters and prominent citizens of the county at the present time. My. Worthington is a fine 
looking and intelligent gentleman: 

EK. H. Wray, who is engaged in the sawmill industry at Huntington, Bolivar county, 
Miss., is the son of Levi Wray, who was a native of Halifax county, Va., and who came to 
Madison county, Miss., when a young man. There he was soon married to Miss Julia 
Eleanor, a native of North Carolina, and the fruits of this union were seven children, E. H. 
being the second in order of birth. The father planted extensively, became very prosperous 
and his plantation on Bogue Chitto is still known as the Wray place. He moved to Law- 
rence county in 1858, and there his death occurred on the 9th of February, 1865. After 
this the family moved back to their former place of residence, and the mother died in Hinds 
county in 1879. She was a worthy and exemplary church member. The father was a Mason 
of high standing. The maternal grandparents of KE. H. came to Madison county, Miss., in 
1841, followed planting, and there both passed the remainder of their days. E. H. Wray 
bevan life for himself in 1879 by coming to Washington county, Miss., and engaging in the 
timber business for Edward Richardson. In ISS2 he contracted to furnish pilings for the 
Mississippi river commissioners, and was thus engaged for three years, making considerable 
mouey in that time. In February, [SS6, he came to Huntington, erected a first-class saw- 
mill, thoroughly equipped in every way, and has followed this business ever since. This 
mill has a capacity of twelve thousand feet daily, and saws principally for local trade and 
for most of the buildings erected in Huntington. In ISSS Mr. Wray bought his present 


residence, one of the many neat cottages of Huntington: also owns a business house and lot, 
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and a house and lot in Moores. In April, 1858, he was married to Miss Lela Atkinson, 
daughter of William Atkinson, of Madison county. She is a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. Mr. Wray has served as mayor of Huntington, and filled that position in a 
creditable and satisfactory manner. He is pleasant and accommodating, and a very agree- 
able person to meet. ; 

G. L. Wrenn, planter, Gunnison, Miss., the youngest of six children born to Theodore 
and Elizabeth (Kirk) Wrenn, was originally from the Palmetto state, his birth occurring at 
Waxhaw settlement in 1858, and is of Danish extraction. The parents were natives of Vir- 
ginia and South Carolina, respectively, and the father came to South Carolina with his parents 
when but a child. He followed: the occupation of a planter, and received his final summons 
in that state in 1838. He and wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal church. The 
paternal grandfather, with others, established one of the first Methodist Episcopal churches 
. in South Carolina at Waxhaw, and it was called Wrenn’s Wesleyan chapel. It is now called 
Waxhaw church. G. L. Wrenn came to Mississippi in 1855, made his home with his uncle, 
J. C. Kirk and Mrs. N. R. Simmons until 1858. when he entered La Grange college, Tennes- 
see, and there remained until 1860. He enlisted as a private in McGehee’s rifles, in June, 
1861, was in the battles of northwestern Virginia with Generals Floyd and Lee, and then in 
the western army, under Gen. A. 8S. Johnston. He was captured at Fort Donelson, taken to” 
Chicago, Il., and there kept in confinement for seven months. He was exchanged at Vicks- 
burg, and afterward joined his command at Grenada, Miss. He was in all the battles around 
Atlanta, and was in the’ Tennessee campaign. He was taken sick at Tupelo, Miss., and was 
home on a furlough at the time of the surrender. The ensign of the regiment was killed at 
Fort Donelson. Mr. Wrenn served as color-bearer the remainder of the war. He was capt- 
ured the second time at Port Gibson, sent to Alton, Hl, and after being exchanged, joined 
the army at Resaca, Ga., to participate in the concluding engagements, as above’ stated. At 
the death of his aunt, Mrs. Simmons, in 1863, Mr. Wrenn inherited an interest in the Wax- 
haw plantation, and after returning from the war he bought other property. He purchased 
Hudson plantation in 1876, and this fine property, consisting of one thousand acres, with 
eight hundred acres under cultivation, he has cleared and otherwise improved until it is now 
called one of the finest in the delta. In April, 1886, Mr. Wrenn was united in murriage to 
Miss Nora W. Cousar, a native also of the Palmetto state, and whose people now reside at 
Chester, 8S. C. To this union was born one child, who died unnamed. Mw and Mrs. Wrenn 
aremembers of the Methodist Church South. He is a member in good standing in the Masonic 
fraternity, has been a member of the levee board and the board of supervisors. He is rather 
large and fair, and is pleasant, genial and courteous. Mrs. Wrenn is handsome and refined, 
and one whose graces and virtues are well known. Mr. Wrenn is a thorough and most successful 
planter and his clean and well-improved fields, with the many neat tenant houses, remind 
one of the suburb of some large city, while his beautiful residence, erected near Gunnison in 
1890, at a cost of $14,000, is built in artistie villa style, and with its graceful minarets and 
towers, attracts and pleases the eyes of all. The twenty commodious rooms are furnished in 
the best of style and with exquisite taste, and are finished in the natural wood and oil. 
They are well lighted from many large windows, the grates are ornamented with tile, and 
the highly polished halls reflect every object. This home is all that the heart of nan could 
desire or that a refined and educated taste could wish. Aside from his large farming 
interests, Mr. Wrenn is the owner of a good steam gin and sawmill. 

J. H. Wright, vice president and manager of the Meridian National bank, Meridian, 
Miss., since its opening, is a native of New York state. His ancestors were among the early 
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settlers of New England. His parents, John Sheldon and Amoret (Moses) Wright, are resi- 
dents of Palmyra, N. Y. His mother was a daughter of Zebina Moses, of Marcellus, N. Y. 
(See ‘John Moses, of Plymouth,” pages 70-71. Ed.) This Moses family are descended from 
John Moses, who came from Wales in 16-40. Possessed of a liberal education, Mr. Wright 
began his business career in the employ of the United Pipe lines, in Olean, N. Y., and Brad- 
ford, Penn., where for years his characteristic signature was seen on the face of orders for oil 
certifying the same as authentic and good iu the market. In 1881 he married Mattie Wal- 
ler Hersee, of Buffalo, N. Y. He removed to Meridian, Miss., in 1854, and opened the Merid- 
ian National bank for Eastern and locdi capitalists. This is a strong concern, capitalized at 
$100,000, with a surplus and undivided profits aggregating $75,000. Its officers are: T. 
Wistar Brown, of Philadelphia, president; J. H. Wright, of Meridian, Miss., vice president; 
E. B. McRaven, cashier; and J. M. Jameson, assistant cashier. The directors are: T. Wis- 
tar Brown, J. H. Wright, B. F. Ormond,-I. Marks, George 8. Covert, A. B. Wagner, G. Q. 
Hall, W. W. Lowry and J. A. Wetherbee. Under Mr. Wright’s management this institution 
has grown in favor from day to day. The history of the bank since its organization has 
been the history of Meridian, which it has certainly done more to develop than other similar 
agency. A critical investigation of the financial standing of the list of stockholders will 
show it to be the most responsible bank in the Southern states, without exception. Backed 
by ample capital and anlimited resources, both eastern and local, with an officiate and direct- 
torate comprising the best business elements of Meridian, and others with national reputa- 
tion, the city is certainly to be congratulated upon the possession of such an able and enter- 
prising institution. The bank occupies its own building, at 2313 Fourth street, one of the most 
imposing in the city. The interior of the bank itself is maguificent, the furniture being of 
the most modern style, well fitted for a metropolitan concern. In its enterprise and its influence 
on Meridian and its indomitable spirit we find a revelation of the genius and the impress of 
the personality of Mr. Wright. 

O. P. Wright (deceased) was born near Lawrence, 8. C., in 1810, the eldest of twelve 
children born to Gen. Thomas Wright, a native of the Palmetto state. The latter was mar- 
ried to Miss Simpson, of South Carolina, an aunt of Chief Justice William Simpson. O. P. 
Wright came to Mississippi at the age of twenty-one years and settled in Hinds courity, 
where he was engaged with his aunt as manager of her planting interests for about ten 
years. In [S52 he married and moved to a plantation two miles west of Jackson, and to 
himself and wife, who was formerly Miss Kate Barrett, a native of Hinds county, and the 
adopted daughter of Richard Cordell, seven children were born, the follewing of whom are 
living: T. C., Mary W. (Mrs. Winslow), Katie B. (Mrs. Holland), Sallie C. (Mrs. Ballew, 
of South Carolina), Daisy L. (Mrs. Dorsey). Mr. Wright, by honest tou, became quite 
wealthy before the war, but during that time he lost everything but his land, but afterward 
managed to retrieve his losses to some extent. He was not a partierpant in the Civil war. 
He died in August, LS76. His widow is the owner of four hundred aeres of land, has one 
hundred and fifty acres under cultivation and two hundred acres in meadow land, on the 
former of which she raises both cotton and corn. She is interested to some extent in the 
raising of Jersey and Ayrshire cattle for dairy purposes, her meadow land thus proving quite 
profitable. Mars. Wright is a devoted mother and endeavored to give her children the advan- 
tages of a good education. All of her daughters have attended Central Female college of 
Clinton, are accomplished and intelligent young ladies, and are now engaged in teaching 
school. 'T. C., the son, is in the government service in the United States marshal’s office in 


Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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Dr. William Wright, physician, Sardis, Miss., the fifth in order of birth of seven chil- 
dren born to Dr. John and Sarah (Dunn) Wright, was originally from Greensboro, Ala., bis 
birth occurring on the 25th of March, 1833. The parents were both natives of the Old North 
state, the father born on the 21st of December, 1801, and both were reared in their native 
state. The father received his education there but graduated in medicine at New York city 
in 1822. He then practiced in North Carolina until about twenty-five years of age, when he 
married and removed to Greensboro, Ala., where he practiced several years. In 1835, having 
previously bought land at the Choctaw land sales, he removed with his family and effects to 
Grenada, Miss., and in connection with a large and suecessful practice, was engaged in farm- 
ing, accuunwating considerable property before his death, in 1S48, when in the prime of life. 
He was a charter member of the Masonie lodge, No. 31, at Grenada, Miss., one of the oldest 
in the state, having been organized in 1836. The paternal grandparents, David and Sarah 
(Hall) Wright, were natives of Maryland and remoyed to North Carolina in 1756. He was a 
bnerchant and planter. His father came from England about 1750 and loeated in Maryland. 
The maternal grandfather, James Dunn, was a native of Maryland and of Scotch descent. 
Dr. William Wright attained his growth in Yalobusha county, Miss., and received his edu- 
eation in the high schools of the same. He subsequently graduated in medicine from Louis- 
ville, Ky., (in 1857) and in 1858, after having made a trip to Texas and North Carolina 
prospecting, he located in Grenada, Miss., where he remained one year. He afterward came 
to Panola county and there he has since made his home. In 186] he entered the Confederate 
army as surgeon of the Fifteenth Mississippi regiment, in which capacity he remained until 
cessation of hostilities. After cessation of hostilities he returned to his farm and resumed a 
large and lucrative practice. In 1870, having built a handsome residence in Sardis, he 
removed to that town and there has since made his home. He first engaged in the drug busi- 
ness, Which he conducted until 1880 under the firm name of Kinchloe & Wright, and was 
very successful in this venture. After the death of bis partner in 1879, he closed out part of 
his business and has devoted his time wholly to his profession. He was married in 1858 to 
Miss Mary B. Walton, a native of Tennessee and a daughter of Benbury Walton, who was 
born in North Carolina. She was a graduate of the Wesleyan Female college, Macon, Ga., 
one of the oldest female institutions in the United States. T’wo children were born to this 
marriage: Ellen (deceased), and Dr. Edwin Wright. The latter received his literary train- 
ing in Virginia Medical institute of Lexington, Va., graduating in 1SS4, and his medical edu- 
cation in Tulane university, New Orleans, La., from which he received his diploma. 
He is now practicing in partnership with his father. Dr. Wright is the owner of four hun- 
dred acres of Jand, has two hundred acres under cultivation, also owns his oftice and ten acres 
of valuable lots within the corporation limits of Sardis. Dr. and Mrs. Wright are members 
of the Methodist church, and he is a Knight Templar in the Masonie lodge, is a member of 
the I. O. O. FY, the Kuights of Honor and Knights and Ladies of Honor. He is a member of 
the state board of health. The Doctor is an excellent physician and is well posted on all 
points of his profession. 

William M. Wroten, a physician and surgeon of Magnolia, Pike county, Miss., was 
born near Magnolia, May 15, 1S47, a son of Hon. V. J. Wroten, M. D., who was born 
in Copiah county, Miss. He chose the medical profession for his life work, and, after 
receiving his education, began the practice of his profession, in which he continued with great 
success for more than half a century. He is still an active man, but has retired from the 
practice of medicine. He represented Pike county in the legislature in IS72. He is a meim- 
ber of the Masonie order arid of the Methodist Episcopal church. He was married in this 
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county to Elizabeth Quinn, who was born here, a daughter of Colonel H. Quinn, formerly of 
South Carolina. William M. Wroten, M. D., was reared and educated in this county. He 
read medicine with his father, and after two courses of lectures graduated from the medical 
college at Louisville, in 1872. For several years, until the retirement of his father, he was 
his professional partner. He has a large and lucrative practice, and enjoys the reputation 
of being one of the most suecessful physicians and surgeons in this part of the state. 
For a number of years he was a proprietor of a drug store which did a very large trade, 
but his professional duties were so numerous that he had to relinquish that business. He is 
a wember of the board of health, and has acted as surgeon for a railroad company. He is 
also a member of the board of aldermen of Magnolia. In August, 1562, he enlisted in com- 
pany I, ofthe Fonrth Mississippi regiment, as a private, and served until the close of the 
war, participating in the engagements at Springfield Landing, La., at Harrisburg and in 
Forrest’s campaign. He was married in Liberty, Amite county, Miss., November 21, 1872, to 
Miss Eleanor Lea. a daughter of Robert Lea, of St. Helena parish, La. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wroten have three children: V. J., Lillian and Hugh. They are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and the Doctor is an Odd Fellow, Knight of Pythias and Knight of Honor. 
He is the medical examiner for his lodge of the Knights of Honor, and is noble grand of 
his Odd Fellows’ lodge, having served the last named order as district deputy. The business 
and professional standing of the Doctor is deservedly high, and his family move in the best 
social circles. 

I. A. Wyatt, farmer, Tehula, Miss., is in every way worthy of being classed among the 
prosperous planters of Holmes county, Miss. He is the owner of five hundred acres of excel- 
lent land near Tchula lake, and he also owns residence property in Lexington, where he 
makes his home. He is a native Mississippian, born in Yalobusha county ou the I4tb of 
April, 1S41, and is a son of J. R. Wyatt (see sketch of Capt. T. J. Wyatt). F. A. Wyatt 
came to Holmes with bis parents, passed his youthful days in assisting his father on the 
farm, and received a good practical education in this county. During the late unpleasant- 
ness between the North and South, his sympathies were with the Confederate States, and in 
1861 he joined company A, Twenty-eighth Mississippi cavalry, and served until the final 
surrender. He participated in a number of engagements and skirmishes—those around Vicks- 
burg, fighting the gunboats on the Mississippi river during the entire summer of 1562, the 
raid at Grenada that drove General Grant back from that place, and the charge at Franklin, 
Tenn., in 1863. Mr. Wyatt was then ordered back to Mississippi to reinforce Johnston, who 
was back of Vicksburg. Mr. Wyatt received a gunshot wound in the knee at Barr creek, 
July 38, 1863, was disabled from further duty, and was obliged to use crutches for several 
years after the war. Returning home to Holmes county, be engaged in planting in connec- 
tion with his brother, Capt. T. J. Wyatt, and he has followed that pursuit in the county ever 
since. He is a thriving, industrious citizen, and is considered one of the substantial men of 
the county. He was married, in Holmes county, on the 12th of December, 1867, to Miss 
Lydia Ann Walton, who was born, reared and educated in Holmes county, and who was the 
daughter of Jesse Walton. Her death occurred on the 17th of February, 1SS2, and was a 
great blow to her afflicted family. She was a noble woman, and her virtues were many. She 
left three daughters and ason. On the Ist of February, [SS9, Mr. Wyatt was married to 
Miss Georgia Cole, a sister of his former wife. Mr. Wyatt is a member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, Tehula lodge. He was elected a member of the board of supervisors of Holmes 
county in [8S9, and is a member of that body at the present time. Mrs. Wyatt is a member 
of the Presbyterian church. 
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Capt. Thomas J. Wyatt, farmer, Tchula, Miss. Among the early families to settle in 
Holmes county, Miss., was that of James Wyatt, who moved to this state about 1820, settled 
in What is now Holmes county and opened up a plantation near Tehula lake. There his 
death occurred, near old Fort Rankin. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary war and lost 
a leg in the service of his country. His son, J. R. Wyatt (father of subject), was born in 
Tennessee in 1816, and when but a child came to Mississippi with his parents. The state 
was at that time almost a wilderness, wild animals abounded and the Indian children were 
his playmates. He was married in Yalobusha county, Miss., to Miss Phebe Natious, a native 
of that county and the daughter of Capt. James Nations, one of the pioneers of Yalobusha 
county. After his marriage Mr. Wyatt removed to the Lone Star state, accumulated much 
wealth and was one of the prominent men of that state. He died in 1856, in the prime of 
life, and two years later Mrs. Wyatt followed him to the grave. This union was blessed by 
the birth of five children, all sons, who grew to mature years: The eldest brother, W. W., 
joined the Confederate army, became lieutenant of company A, Twenty-eighth Mississippi 
regiment, and was killed in the battle at Pulaski, Tenn., on the 25th of December, 1864. The 
second son, I’. A., was also a soldier (see sketch). Robert N. served in the same company 
and regiment and was badly wounded in the same engagement in which his brother was 
killed (his death oceurred in 1872); the next in order of birth was Capt. Thomas J. (sub- 
ject), and the youngest, W. R., grew to manhood and died in 1873. Capt. Thomas J. Wyatt 
attained his growth in Holmes county and received a good education at the Kentucky Military 
institute, completing his studies there in 1870. He then returned to Holmes county, engaged 
in planting in partnership with his brother until 1SS1, when the partnership was dissolved 
and he bought the plantation where he now resides. He has a fine place and everything 
about it indicates the enterprise and thrift which have ever characterized his efforts. He eul- 
tivates about eight hundred acres of land and for the last two years has worked state and county 
convicts, from thirty-five to forty annually. He has good houses, which are kept in a clean 
and healthy condition for the convicts, the food is good and wholesome and every precaution 
is taken in regard to their sanitary condition. Captain Wyatt is a democrat in politics, and 
was elected sheriff and collector of Holmes county in 1855. So efficiently did he fill tbat 
position and so prompt was he in the discharge of the duties of that office, that he was 
re-elected and made a model officer. He was faithful, honest and fearless in the discharge of 
his duties, and his many friends speak very highly of his official record. After serving four 
years in that capacity Mr. Wyatt retired from public life and returned to his plantation. He 
is a Royal Arch Mason and a prominent member of Tehula lodge No. 122. 

Prof. Lewis A. Wyatt, the efficient founder of the Capital Commercial college, of Jack- 
son, Miss., was born in Grayson county, N. C., March 5, 1S50, the fourth of eight children 
born to Solomon and Caroline (Maxwell) Wyatt, both of whom were also born in the Old 
North state. Solomon Wyatt was reared in the state of his birth, and about 1851 removed 
to Jackson county, Mo., where he is now residing at the advanced age of eighty-two years. 
He has had a prosperous career as a farmer and is now in the enjoyment of a hale and 
hearty old age. He is a son of William Wyatt, a North Carolinian of Trish descent. Caro- 
line Maxwell was deseended from Seottish ancestors, her grandfather, Alexander MeMillan, 
having been born in the land of thistles and oatmeal. He represented North Carolina in the 
United States senate before the late war. being elected by whigs. In the state of Missouri 
Prof. Lewis A. Wyatt was reared, but his education has been acquired by his own efforts 
and since he was grown. He obtained is commercial traiming at Spalding’s English and 
Commercial college of Kansas City, completing his course in 1870, from which time until 
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1880 he was engaged in teaching in literary and business schools in Missouri. In 1850 he 
removed to the Lone Star state, where he was employed in expert accounting in Dallas and 
Fort Worth for three years, after which he came to Jackson and established the college of 
which he is now senior principal, Prof. J. M. Sharp, formerly of Mississippi college, being 
associated with him at present. This is one of the best colleges of the kind in the South, 
and under Professor Wyatt’s able management has prospered from the beginning. Professor 
Wyatt is purely selfmade and certainly deserves great credit for what he has accomphshed, 
and the pluck and energy he has manifested in building up an institution that is not only 
prosperous and a great credit to the city, but has afforded opportunity for Mississippians to 
educate their sons and daughters in the business branches without having to go out of the 
state. The institution was opened to the public and to the reception of students November 
3, IS84, and from a small beginning it, in time, passed the experimental stage, and becoming 
established in the confidence of the people, it was incorporated in ISS6 under the laws of the 
state of Mississippi to award diplomas and confer degrees. Since then it has increased in 
efficiency, and consequently in patronage, and is now in a very prosperous condition. The 
aim of the management is to furnish a course of study directly adapted to the exigencies of 
the times and the necessities of its patrons, complete in all its appointments, and 
having advantages and facilities unexcelled for practical and substantial training for 
business and in carrying out this purpose, Professors Wyatt and Sharp recently revised 
and improved the course of study and increased their facilities for educating the 
young and middle-aged of both sexes for a successful start in business life. Besides 
the regular business course shorthand, typewriting and telegraphy are also taught by eflicient 
and competent instructors. Professor Wyatt is attentive to his business and is always found 
at his post of duty, hence his success. He was married in I8SS to Miss Lelia Bureh, a daugh- 
ter of S. D. and Frances (Jones) Burch. The Professor and his wife have one child, John C. 
Professor Wyatt and his wife are worthy Christians, but the former is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and the latter of the Christian church. 

Japt. Benjamin L. Wynn, a planter of Tallahatchie county, was born near Coffeeville, 
Yalobusha county, in 1839. He is the son of Hon. Robert Edward and Mary (Will 
iams) Wynn, born in Virginia and South Carolina, respectively. Myr. Wynn was the youngest 
of his family, and was left an orphan at an early age. His youth was passed on a farm, and 
his education was only such as was afforded him by the common schools. While yet little 
more than a boy he came with an elder brother, Col. William T. Wynn, to Mississippi, 
and when but eighteen years old was married in Yalobusha county, and located tive miles 
south of Coffeeville on a small improyement. He lived in Grenada during the war, and 
afterward returned to Yalobusha county, where he died in 1866, aged about forty-five, having 
been successful and become a well-to-do planter. He was a man of no little ability and 
influence, and in 1804 was a member of the legislature, to which he was again elected in 
1862. His father, Lyttleton Wynn, was a native and life-long resident of Virginia, where 
he died when Robert E. was a small boy. Mr. Wynn’s paternal grandfather, Benjamin Will- 
iams, was a native of South Carolina, who, some time early in the thirties, came to Yalobusha 
county, where he became a planter, and died while our subject was yet in bis teens. His 
wife died in Yalobusha county also. Captain Wynn’s mother died in 1863, being for man) 
years amember of the Methodist church. She had ten children, of whom our subject was 
the eldest. Robert I., a planter of Tallahatchie county, was educated at La Grange, Tenn., 
and fought during the Civil war in the Fifteenth Mississippi infantry under Gen. EB. C. Wal- 
thall. William TY. was a planter and superintendent of education in Yalobusha county. He 
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was educated at the University of Virginia, where he was a student at the breaking out of 
the war. He joined the Vicksburg Southrous and served until the end of the struggle, being 
assigned, after the battle of Seven Pines, to the signal service, in which he was useful until 
the close of the war. He was with Gen. Stonewall Jackson at the time of his death, and 
was one of the two who carried his body from the field. John Wynn died when a young man. 
Kershaw, a merchant of Cass county, ‘Tex., was educated principally at Charlotteville, Va. 
Watkins was also educated in Virginia, and was a resident of Yalobusha county. Mollie died 
young, but had, in her life, attended a female college at Columbia, Tenn. Susan, who was 
a sister of St. Mary’s order in Memphis, Tenn., was educated by a private tutor. Katie, now 
Mrs. Gordon, of Phillips county, Ark., received her education at Jackson, Tenn. Maud, who 
resides at Coffeeville, was also educated at Jackson. Our subject attended the public schools 
at Coffeeville, and later was a student at the Kentucky Military school near Frankfort, but 
did not graduate on account of the opening of the war. As several of his brothers had 
done, he also offered his services to the Confederate government, and enlisted in the Vicks- 
burg Southrons, fighting in the army till 1862. After the battle of Seven Pines he was 
transferred to the signal department, in which he served till the close of the war under Gen- 
eral Jackson and Gen. Jubal A. Early in the Second army corps. The only really hard 
engagement in which he participated was the battle of Seven Pines. He was captured in 
October, 1862, by General McClellan’s body guard, and taken to the General’s headquarters. 
He was sent to Washington, D. C., and was there kept a prisoner about two months, when he 
was paroled and sent to Petersburg, and then to Richmond, where he was soon after exchanged 
and joined his command at Fredericksburg. At the close of the war he surrendered at 
Petersburg and returned to Mississippi. 

Tn 1866 and 1867 be was in the commission business for about fifteen months and was 
in the firm of Edmondson & Wynn, of Memphis, Tenn., and during that time, 1867, married 
Fannie ii., daughter of Armstead and Fanny E. Leigh, both natives of Amelia county, Va. 
Mrs. Wynn’s parents were reared im Virginia and were there married. In 1843 they came to 
Yalobusha county and Mr. Leigh was engaged in the practice of law in Coffeeville until his 
death in 1554. He was a graduate of the University of Virginia and was a very eminent 
attorney. His wife died in 1508, having been for a long time a member of the Episcopalian 
church. She was a daughter of John Lane, a native of Buckingham county, Va., who passed 
all of his life in that state. Mrs. Wynn’s grandfather, Johu Leigh, also a native of Amelia 
county, Va., moved to Mississippi about 1833 and died in Yalobusha county, now Grenada 
county, about twenty years later. Hehad been a prominent man in Virginia and had served 
for many years as a clerk in Amelia county. Mrs. Wynn was the eldest of three children— 
two sons and a daughter. She was born in Yalobusha county and edueated at Staunton and 
Richmond, Va. She has four childrea—two sons and two daughters. In 1868 and 1869 
Captain Wynu lived on his farm, but afterward returned to Yalobusha county and resided 
there for some years. Then he again removed to his farm. He has about two hundred acres 
of land, about two-fifths of which are under cultivation. In 1875 and 1876 he represented 
Yalobusha county in the legislature and was a member of the committee on printing, ete. 
He was one of a committee of two members of the house appointed to go to Washington, D. 
C., and bring back the remains of Judge Sharkey. He is a member of the lodge of 
A. If. & A. M. at Coffeeville, of which he has been warden and secretary. Captain Wynn 
was for some years justice of the peace in Yalobusha county. He received his title of 
captain through his appointment as captain of the militia company by Governor Humph- 


reys during the troublesome times that are fresh in the memories of the citizens of this 
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section. Mr. Wynn is of good family, and his standing as a citizen is deservedly high. 
His natural ability is above the average. He is exceptionally well informed. He has taken 
a deep interest, not only in the education of his children, but in education generally. Mrs. 
Wynn, who is a member of the Episcopal church, is also of a prominent family and is widely 
known as a lady of much culture and high literary attainments. 

Capt. W. T. Wynn, Coffeeville, Miss. The subject of this sketch is the present superin- 
tendent of the public schools of Yalobusha county, having been once elected to the office, and 
twice appointed to it. He was born in this county, December 20, 1543, and is a son of Robert 
E. Wynn, a native of Sussex county, Va., born February 2, 1S20. The latter immigrated to 
Mississippi in the year 1836, having been left an orphan, and for a time lived with his 
brother-in-law near Coffeeville; when he became of age he started out in life upon his own 
responsibility, settling on the place where B. R. Winters now lives; there he remained until 
1856, and then went to Grenada, where he reared and educated his family. He was elected 
to the legislature, from Yalobusha county, in 1854, and re-elected, in 1862. He was an 
ardent whig, and a man of great breadth and strength of character. During the late war he 
was a member of the home militia, and was exempted from active duty. He was a man 
strictly temperate and moral in his habits, and universally honored and respected. He died 
in 1866. He was united in marriage, in February, 1838, to Miss Mary Williams, a native of 
South Carolina, and a daughter of Benjamin Williams, one of the early settlers of this county. 
A full sketch of Mr. Williams will be found on another page of this volume. Mrs. Mary 
Wynn was born in 1822, and was but sixteen years of age when she was married. She 
had born to her eleven children—six sons and five daughters. All but one lived to be 
grown, and eight are still hyving: Benjamin L., William T., Robert E., John (deceased), 
Kersha, Watkins, Mary I. (deceased), Susan A., Kate G., Maud, and Martha (deceased). 
Willian T. was educated in the common schools of Grenada and in the University of Vir- 
ginia. He was graduated from the latter institution in iS6i, and went immediately to 
Richmond, Va., where he enlisted in the Vicksburg Southrons, company A, Twenty-first 
Mississippi regulars. He served as a private until after the siege of Richmond, when he 
was put on Stonewall Jackson’s signal staff. His experience during that fearful conflict 
was not unlike that of thousands of other brave sons. He participated in many engagements, 
and distinguished himself by gallant service. He was recommended to a captaincy by Jack- 
son, but the General died before the order was issued. His brothers, Robert FE. and Benja- 
min L. Wynn, were also in the service, and the former was wounded and they were both taken 
prisoners. After the surrender Captain Wynn returned to his home, and remained with his 
parents a year. He was then married to Miss Judith M. Jones, a Mississippian, and a daughter 
of William S. Jones. She was born in 1845, and died in 1872, leaving one child, William 
T., who was educated at Oxford and is a very bright young man. Mr. Wynn was married, a 
second time, to Miss Sally M. Cock, a native of Virginia, and a member of one of the most 
distinguished families of that state. Her father was a man highly educated and of very pol- 
ished manners. He was descended from the French Huguenots, and was regarded as the 
Chesterfield of his age. The Captain and Mrs. Wynn have had born to them three children: 
Juria, Roland Hdward, and Helen Archer (deceased). The mother died in ISS7; she was a 
member of the Baptist church, and was a most earnest Christian, honored and loved by all. 
Captain Wynn affiliates with the democratic party. As before stated, he is the present super- 
intendent of the public schools of the county, and he has made a most efficient officer. ‘To 
him must be attributed the suecessful reforms inaugurated, which place the schools among 


the best of the state. Yalobusha county is to be congratulated upon the possession of so able 
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a superintendent. He was appointed by President Cleveland to compile the commercial and 
agricultural statistics of the state of Mississippi. He has held the office of chief magistrate 
of district No. + for a period of twelve years, his election being unanimous. The black peo- 
ple in this district outnumber the whites ten to one, and Captain Wyun has always been 
their choice. In his official capacity he has always discharged his duties with a rare fidelity, 
and with an ability quite out of the ordinary. He has won for himself a host of friends and 
admirers, and made a reputation second to none in the state. 

Judge James Harper Wynn. This gentleman is one of the most brilliant and talented 
lawyers in the state of Mississippi. He is a man of advanced ideas, liberal and progressive, 
and while pursuing the practice of his profession takes an active interest in every move forthe 
development of his state. He was born in Tallahatechie county, Miss., to Wiluam T. Wynn 
and wife, the former having come from his native state of Virginia to Mississippi when a 
young man, locating in Jackson, where he became connected with some of the leading banks. 
He was very successful as a business man, became possessed of considerable wealth, and at 
his death, which occurred in his native state in 1805, he was in good cireumstances. He was 
married to Coralie, daughter of Maj. J. N. Harper, who is still a resident of Tallabatchie 
county, although born in the state of Georgia. The latter’s wife was a Miss Jones, of Georgia, 
and her father, Col. William Jones, won his title in the Revolutionary war, and was a native 
Georgian. Judge James Harper Wynn attained manhood in Tallahatchie county, but 
was educated in the University of Mississippi at Oxford. In 1873 he began teaching school, 
and after following this occupation for two years, and in the meantime studying law, he 
began practicing the latter calling in Charleston, Miss. Two years later he moved to 
Friar’s Point, Miss., at which he continued his practice until 1886, when he was appointed 
judge of the circuit court of the delta district, a position he filled until 1889, proving 
himself a most eminent jurist. Being full of charity and generosity, he rarely suspected 
others of sordid motives, and his criticisms, when provoked, were tempered with mildness 
and forbearance. Since 1889 he has been a practitioner of Greenyille, and as he gives 
every attention to his business, he never permits the interests of his clients to suffer. He was 
elected mayor of Greenville in 1889, and has discharged the duties of this position very 
creditably up to the present time. He was married in June, 1880, to Miss Mattie Kin- 
man, a native of Memphis, Tenn., but a resident of Newport, Ark., being a daughter of 
Captain Riley and Mattie (Hooker) Kinman, the former a planter and the latter a native of 
Nashville, Tenn. To Judge and Mrs. Wynn three children have been born: Robert 
Harper, Mattie Kinman and William Thomas. Judge Wynn is the owner of one thousand 
acres of land. Jn IS8SS he erected him a residence in Greenville at a cost of $5,000, which 
is a handsome, commodious, substantial and very pleasant residence. He has the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that he is not beholden to any man for the property of which he is now 
the owner, for he began life with limited means and has earned it all by bis own efforts. 
He inherits English and French blood of his parents, and in his religious views is a 
Presbyterian, his wife being an earnest member of the Catholic church. Socially he 
belongs to the K. of P., the K. of H. and the American Legion of Honor. He is one of 
the ablest lawyers in the Yazoo delta, if not in the state, is intelligent, highly educated, 
and bears au enviable reputation as a citizen and jurist. Since becoming mayor of Greenyille 
he has been diligent in his efforts to rid the city of the moral vampires that have infested 
it, and has done much to raise the standard of morality in this section. He has at all 
times manifested a spirit in keeping with Christian principles, and as he possesses very superior 
natural endowments, strengthened and enriched by the highest culture, he is eminently 
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capable of filling any position within the gift of the people. In social life he is highly 
esteemed for his conversational powers, and for the ease, grace and dignity of his manners, 
and in the domestic circle he is a model husband and father, making the happiness and com- 
fort of his family his chief aim and object in life. His many admirable qualities of head and 
heart have won him many warm friends, and when once won they are rarely lost. He has 
achieved an excellent reputation, both professionally, socially and as a citizen, and it may 
with truth be said that no one has gained more fully the confidence of the people, and cer- 
tainly no one has been truer or more loyal to public trusts. 


GHAPMER XXIV. 
io mG 
CONCLUDING INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY NOTICES, Y. 


ONNECTED with his practice, which he has made a complete success, Dr. A. S. Yar- 
brough, Como, Miss., is also engaged in farming, and is possessed of those advanced 

ideas and principles which can not fail to place him in the front ranks as an agri- 

culturist. He was born in Marshall county, Miss., on the 12th of October, 1840, 

and is the son of Charles and Sallie B. (Anderson) Yarbrough, the father a native of Frank- 
lin county, N. C., and the mother of Lunenburg district, Va. The Yarbrough family is of 
English extraction, and the first immigrants to this country made their appearance here prior to 
the Revolution. Many descendants now reside in North Carolina. Charles Yarbrough was 
reared in North Carolina, was married in Tennessee to Miss Anderson, and in 1839 he moved 
to Marshall county, Miss., where he followed the occupation of a farmer. He became 
quite wealthy, and died in Marshall county in 1875. The mother is still living, and is’ 


seventy-eight years of age. Seven of the eleven children born to this union grew to 
mature years, and are named as follows: Martha G., wife of James Sims of Holly 


Springs; Beatrice (deceased), was the wife of the late Dr. W. M. Compton; Charles G., a 
farmer of Marshall county; Dr. A.S.; G. W. and J. Henry, both farmers of Marshall county, 
and John W. (deceased). Dr. A. S. Yarbrough spent his boyhood days on his father’s farm 
in Marshal] county, and when eighteen years of age, owing to ill health, be went to Texas, 
where he spent a year with the cow boys. He then returned to Missis ippi, studied medicine 
under the late Dr. William M. Compton, and took a course of lectures in the medical college 
at Nashville, Tenn. At the commencement of the late war he entered the Confederate army 
as a private in company I, First Mississippi infantry, commanded by Captain Milams. Soon 
after, on making an application to be examined in medicine and surgery, he was appointed 
surgeon in 1862. He was in the engagement at Fort Donelson, was captured and taken 
to Mound City, Il., where be was left with the wounded of his command. Subsequently, 
fearing that he should be taken farther north, Dr. Yarbrough made his eseape, crossing the 


Ohio river when it was eight miles in width, (this was before it was agreed upon that 
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physicians should not be considered prisoners of war), and then reported to his colonel, who 
was at Shannon, Miss. He was granted a furlough. He joined his regiment as soon it was 
eochanged, was a participant of the siege of Port Hudson, and was again captured. Upon 
being released he reported to Gen. Joseph I. Johnston, who was near Jackson, Miss. His 
regiment was soon exchanged, and his command joined the army of ‘Tennessee, taking part 
in all the fights around Atlanta, Ga., and being with Hood in the Tennessee campaign. He 
was in the battles of Franklin and Nashville, and after retreating from the latter place to 
Vernon, Miss., he was given a furlongh. He was on the way to join his command when he 
met Jefferson Davis on his retreat from Richmond, near Washington, Ga. Dr. Yarbrough 
was then paroled, and returned to the peaceful pursuits of farm life. In 1865 he wedded 
Miss Texana J. Wilbourn, daughter of Elijah and Mliza Wilbourn, and to them were born three 
children, all daughters: Mattie B., wife of J. B. Davis, of Nashville, Tenn.; May B., wife 
of J. B. Wardlaw, of Como, Miss.; Minnie L., at home,.single. Dr. Yarbrough lost his 
estimable wife in 1873. His second marriage was to Miss Hmma McGee, daughter of Edward 
and Sarah (McGee) McGee, a very prominent pioneer family of Panola county. By his last 
union the Doctor became the father of one son, Archie. Dr. Yarbrough has been a resident 
of Panola county since 1865, and of his farm for about ten years. He was elected to the 
state legislature by the democratic party,in 1889. He has one of the largest and best 
improved plantations in the county—two thousand three hundred acres, with one thousand 
tive huudred acres under cultivation, and has all the latest improved machinery for conduct- 
ing the same. He stands high in the estimation of all who know him. 

Daniel T. Yates was born in Hinds county, Miss., January 14, 1838, the youngest of 
nine children born to Daniel and Mary (Dyson) Yates, natives of the Old North state. The 
father was born in 1795, and was reared in the state of his birth, there receiving only 
such advantages as the common schools afforded. He was a man of great will power, and 
engaging in agricultural pursuits, by industry and good management he accumulated, prior 
to the war, a fortune of $150,000 in slaves, land, stock, ete., most of which was swept 
away during the terrible struggle between the North andthe South. He was not a political 
aspirant, and lived a quiet and uneventful life upon his plantation. Upon his removal 
to Mississippi, in 1816, he located in Covington county, but afterward removed to Hinds 
county, where he spent the rest of his days, dying in 1875. He was a son of Luke 
and Heien (Flowers) Yates, of North Carolina, the Yates family being of English aucestry. 
He gave all his sons a collegiate education. He and his wife belonged to the Christian 
church. Daniel T. Yates was reared in Hinds county, and was educated in Bethany 
college, of Bethany, Va., graduating from this institution in 1858, following which he clerked 
in a general mercantile store for about one year. In 1861, at the beginning of the 
war, he enlisted in the Confederate army, attaching himself to company A, of the Twelfth 
Mississippi regiment—-Raymond fencibles—and served until the close of the war, participat- 
ing in the battles of Spottsylvania, the seven days’ tight before Richmond, Chancellorsville, 
Seven Pipes, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Sharpsburg, the second Manassas and Peters- 
burg. He was wounded in the head at Gettysburg, and in the side at Seven Pines, but not 
dangerously either time, and in the seven days’ fight near Richmond he lost a finger. He 
surrendered at Meridian, Miss., and returned home in April, 1865, where he almost imme- 
diately began planting and merchandising, notwithstanding the facet that the country was 
desolated by the war. He began anew with the same courage that had upheld him in many 
battles and throughout the long period of the war, and by undeviating effort he soon began 


to accumulate means, and in time his broken fortunes were mended. ‘Through his own busi- 
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ness ability he has become the owner of thirteen hundred acres of land, of which about six 
hundred acres are under cultivation, devoted to the raising of the usual Southern products. 
This plantation is admirably conducted, and everything about it indicates that a man of 
thrift, intelligence and enterprise is at the helm. Added to all the advantages of a college 
education, Mr. Yates’ experience as a soldier, and his subsequent contact with the world, 
were excellent teachers, and had their uses, for they taught him to think and act for himself. 
He is a refined and intelligent gentleman, a pleasant and instructive companion, and a 
fluent and interesting conversationalist. He is a member of the Knights of Honor, and 
is insured in the New York Life Insurance company, also in the New York Mutual Life 
Insurance company, and be and his wife and children worship in the Christian church. In 
December, 1866, Mr. Yates was married to Miss Maggie Murchison, a native of Mississippi 
and a daughter of John and Catherine (Evans) Murchison, the former a Virginian, and the 
latter a native of Mississippi and a graduate of Brashedr academy, Mississippi. To Mr. 
and Mrs. \.:tes the following children have been born: Alexander, a teacher; Natie, a grad- 
uate of Wood’s seminary, Nashville, Tenn.; Daniel T., Jr., a commercial traveler; Johu KR., 
a teacher; Mary H., at the Convent of Mercy, Vicksburg, Miss.; Simon M.; Dan Voorhees, 
and Alonzo Lewis. Simon M., Dan Voorhees and Alonzo Lewis are at home attending 
school. The Yates family stand socially among the best people of the county. 

Rucks Yerger, attorney, Friar’s Point, Miss., was born in Bolivar county, Miss., Novem- 
ber 22, 1859, and was the youngest child that reached maturity born to Alexander and Eliza- 
beth B. (Rucks) Yerger, the father a native of Tennessee, and the mother of Mississippi. 
Alexander Yerger was a man of thorough education, and was very prominent in the politics 
of Mississippi. Many members of the Yerger family, an old and prominent one, have been 
eminent attorneys, and have held high legal offices in the states of Mississippi and ‘Tennessee. 
Mrs. Yerger was a native of Washington county, Miss., her father being the owner of the 
plantation on which the town of Leland now stands. ucks Yerger, who was named after 
his grandfather, Judge James Rucks, was mainly educated at home, and for a time was clerk 
in the law office of Charles Scott, of Rosedale, Miss. In June, 1882, he graduated in Jaw 
from the University of Mississippi, graduating second in his class. He soon formed a partner- 
ship with W. 8. Farish, locating at Mayersville, Miss. Two years later he took a summer 
course at the University of Virginia, and in July, ISS4, located at Friar’s Point, where he 
has since resided. Mr. Yerger is one of the most prominent legal lights of Coahoma county, 
and for soundness of views and clearness of intellect he stands second to none. In 1556 he 
formed a partnership with George Winston. This continued under the firm name of Winston 
& Yerger until 1S89, when Mr. Winston was appointed circuit judge. Mr. Yerger is a stoek- 
holder in the bank of Friar’s Point, and in the Friar’s Point Box and Woodwork factory. He 
is attorney for the Friar’s Point Building and Loan association, treasurer of the Friars Point 
Land, Loan and Improvement company and president of the FPriar’s Point Packing company. 
He was married November 13, 1889, to Miss Hyacinth W. McGuire, a native cf Mississippi, 
and daughter of Charles L. and Hyacinth MeGuire. Mrs. Yerger was principally reared in 
New York. From there she moved to New Orleans, where she resided at the time of her 
marriage. One child, Charles Alexander, has been born to this union. Mr. Yerger owns a 
large quantity of wild lands in Coahoma county, and is a firm believer in the future of the 
Mississippi delta. He is a member of the K. of P., Coahoma lodge No. 49. The family are 
members of the Mpiscopal chureh. 

Hon. William Gwin Yerger, senior member of the well-known firm of Yerger & Perey, 
lawyers of Greenville, Miss., was born in Vicksburg on the 22d of July, 1840, and was the 
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fourth in a family of nine children born to Judge Jacob Shall and Mary H. (Bowen) Yerger, 
the father a native of Pennsylvania and the mother of Tennessee. Judge Yerger was one of 
the most prominent men of Mississippi, and so great was his popularity that he could have 
been elected to any oftice to which he aspired. The following is taken from the Bench and 
Bar of Mississippi: ‘‘ Judge Jacob Yerger was born in the town of Greensburg, Penn., on 
the 11th of January, 1S16, and removed with his parents to Lebanon, Tenn., where he was 
reared and educated. He was one of eleven children, and in consequence of the poverty of 
his father his educational advantages were sparse and limited. Full, however, of the work- 
ings of an innate genius and the ambition of conscious talents, on attaining his majority he 
selected the profession of law, and began its study in the office of his brother, George 8. 
Yerger. Having, after a thorough preparation, obtained his license to practice, he located 
in the city of Nashville and entered at once upon his prosperous and brilliant career. In 
spite of the most flattering prospects he removed to Vicksburg in the winter of 1837, and 
there, among some of the brightest legal lights of the state, he was soon recognized as fully 
equal to the task before him, and the expectations which his reputation engendered. He 
was one of the most profound lawyers at the bar of Mississippi, and practiced in the Federal 
courts, in the high court of errors and appeals, and in the superior court of chancery, being 
perhaps the largest and most lucrative in the state and which he retained until his election 
to the cireuit bench in 1855. As a judge, he was a wise and faithful expositor of the law, a 
stern and unswerving vindicator of justice, and upright arbiter before whom the weak and 
oppressed found an ample and sure redress of their wrongs. He possessed the unbounded 
confidence of the bar and the people, and his decisions were received as emanations from the 
fountain of wisdom and justice. His addresses to the grand jury were models of legal 
expositions and moral commentary and the dignity and decorum which he maintained in his 
courts were elevating to the bar, admonishing to the people, and an honor to judicature. At 
the expiration of his first term as circuit judge of the then third judicial district of Mis- 
sissippi, he was re-elected and continued in that office until his death, on the 14th of July, 
1867. In every sphere of life, Judge Yerger maintained the same high character which 
embellished his career on the bench. He was a true patriot, and though widely differing 
from a majority of his fellow-citizens on many vital issues of his day, so lofty was his 
integrity, so firm were his convictions and so sincere were his motives that they commanded 
respect from the fiercest opposition. In polities he was a whig, and his services to that party 
both in Tennessee and Mississippi were great and lasting. He was twice elected to represent 
the city of Vicksburg in the legislature of the state, and while a member of that body, in 
1841, he moved to reject the measure of Governor McNutt, which suggested the policy of 
repudiation. He was convinced that the payment of the bonds of the Union and Planters’ 
bank was legally binding on the state, aud advocated the payment. At this same session he 
introduced a bill for funding the indebtedness of the state, the wisdom of which was exem- 
plified in the gradual recall of a large amount of outstanding warrants from a depucelate 
circulation and consequently to a speedy restoral of the credit of the state. 

“In 1845 Judge Yerger removed to Washington county, Miss., and was soon restored to 
the legislature. In 1852 he was sent as a delegate to the whig convention at Baltimore, Md., 
and on his return was made one of the electors-at-large from the state. In the canvass which 
followed, his vigor and eloquence added greatly to the strength of his party and increased 
his reputation for consummate ability. On taking his seat on the bench Judge Yerger dis- 
carded all his party enthusiasm and carefully avoided all participation in polities, but when 


the question of secession began, in 1S6V, to assume a serious aspect, he used all his abilit y 
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and influence in opposition to that measure. He considered it unnecessary, impolitic and 
ruinous, and in the March convention of IS61 he stemmed almost alone the revolutionary 
tide that swept over that body. While he deeply felt the wrongs of his people, he loved the 
Union and was willing to rest satistied with the obtaining of further constitutional guarantees 
of equality within its foids. But when the die was cast and the fatal consequence thrust 
upon the country, he sent three of his sons to answer the call for troops of his state, in 1861, 
and afterward, as soon as he became of proper age, he buckled on the armor of a fourth son 
who was killed in battle in 1864. Tu 1865 Judge Yerger was unanimously elected as a del- 
egate from his county to the convention for reorganizing the state government, and was 
chosen president of that body, over which he presided in a manner dignified and satisfactory. 
In private life his conversation was enlivening and entertaining, his manner attractive, and 
he possessed a rich vein of humor. He was popular among all classes of people, and to such 
an extent that at his re-election to the bench, in 1861, he is’said to have lacked but one vote 
of being the unanimous choice of the district, and that one vote was not cast against him. He 
was the friend of the widow and orphan, and his charity was large and open handed. The 
Judge was married in 1833 to Miss Mary H. Bowen of Smith county, Tenn., and to them 
were born nine children. He died of congestion of the brain while holding court in Vicks- 
burg.”’ Hon. William G. Yerger was reared in Washington county, Miss., and received his 
literary education at Lebanon, Tenn., and Princeton, N. J. He began the study of law before 
the war, and in April, 1861, he entered the Confederate army as aid-de-camp to General 
Alcorn. He subsequently resigned and went to Virginia, where he enlisted in company K, 
Kighteenth Mississippi infantry, as a private, and served in that capacity until after the 
battle of Manassas, when he was elected second lieutenant, mainly commanding the company 
for a year. He then came to Mississippi and enlisted in Washington cavalry, company D, as a 
private, but was elected heutenant. He surrendered with General Forrest on the 12th of May, 
1865. While in Virginia he was in the battles of Bull Run, Manassas, Leesburg and Will- 
iamsburg, and in the West he was in the battles around Atlanta. He then returned home, 
was admitted to the bar at Greenville in 1865 and at once began practicing in this county. 
In 1565 he located at Greenville, and here he has since resided. He was in partnership with 
W. L. Nugent for six years, and then with Colonel Percy for sixteen years. At the latter’s 
death he continued the firm with his son as Yerger & Percy. Mr. Yerger was mayor of 
Greenville at an early day; was elected state senator of Washington county in 1886, being 
convention in }SVO. The firm of Yerger & Perey are counsel for the board of levee commis- 
sioners, general counsel for the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas Railroad company, and 
counsel in the western part of Mississippi for the Georgia Pacitie Railroad company. Mr. 
Yerger was married on the 6th of December, 1866, to Miss Jeanie Hunter, a native of this 
state, and daughter of Ambrose and Jane Hunter, of Aberdeen, Miss. The fruits of this 
union were five children, two sons and two daughters living: Mary Louise, William Nugent, 
James Allen and Jennie. Annie died in infancy. The family are members of the Episcopal 
church. Mr. Yerger is a member of the Masonic, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias and 
Knights of Honor fraternities. He is a selfmade man, having started with nothing after the 
war; he has risen to the front ranks in his profession, and is held in high estimation by all. 
A. F. Young, planter, Sessumsville, Miss., was born in Columbus, Miss., on the 4th of 
July, 1S46, receiving the principal part of his education in that city, and then spent one 
year in the University of Alabama. When in his eighteenth year he was adjutant of a post 
at Meridian, Ala., and served in that capacity for eleven months, or until the close of the 
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war. Afterward Mr. Young followed farming for a year, and then he attended Washing- 
ton college, at Lexington, Va. (now Washington and Lee university), where he took one 
course. Returning then to Lowndes county he again began farming, and this has continued 
to be his chosen occupation since. He was married on the loth of November, 1877, to Miss 
Emily M. Fox, a native of Monroe county, Miss., born in 1546, and the daughter of Henry 
A. and Emily M. (Gay) Fox, early settlers of Mississippi. 3oth are now deceased. In 
August, 1878, Mr. Young removed to Oktibbeha county, Miss., to his wife’s homestead and 
is engaged in general farming. He also raises a good grade of livestock. His marriage 
resulted in the birth of one child, Hampton Gay, who is now attending school at Artesia, 
and is eleven years of age. Mr. Young is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, is president 
of the sub-alliance and also of the county alliance. He is chairman of the dem- 
ocratic executive committee and is captain of Oktibbeha rangers. He has never 
united with any church, although a strong believer of the Presbyterian doctrine. In 
all his ideas and tendencies Mr. Young is progressive and enterprising, a useful member of 
society, personally and -in business circles. His parents, A. F. and E. L. (Davis) Young, 
were natives, respectively, of Tennessee and South Carolina, the former born on the 27th of 
March, 1809, and the latter on the dth of May, 1817. A. F. Young, Sr., was reared in his 
native state, and when grown came to Mississippi. He received merely a common education, 
for he was left an orphan when quite young, and although he was a lawyer by profession 
he followed the occupation of a planter. He met and married Miss E. Li. Davis, a daughter 
of John Davis, who was one of the earliest settlers of Columbus, and who built the first brick 
house in that city on the 7th of March, 1835. A. F. Young, Sr., purchased a large tract of 
land (two thousand acres), in the southwest portion of Lowndes county, and after engaging 
in farming he abandoned his law practice. This he continued until his death, on the 3ist 
of August, 1862. His wife only survived him six months, dying February 7,1863. To his 
marriage were born three daughters and two sons, who are named in the order of their births 
as follows: Ella Wright, wife of E. J. McGavock, of Nashville; Lelia A., wife of J. H. 
Sykes; Laura V., wife of Henry B. Whitfield, of Columbus; Alexander Frank (subject), and 
John Davis (deceased). The father of these children was a prosperous farmer and amassed 
a considerable fortune in land and negroes. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity 
and still takes a deep interest in the workings of the order. He and wife are members of the 
Presbyterian ehurch. 

A native Mississippian, Dr. J. W. Young, physician and surgeon, Grenada, Miss., was 
born in Carroll, now Montgomery county, Miss., in October, 1546, and was the son of Samuel 
H. and Kate (Small) Young, the father born in Albemarle county, Va., in 1821, and the 
mother in Tipton county, Tenn., about 1826. The parents were married in Carroll county, 
Miss., in 1845, and there Mr. Young passed the remainder of his days, his death occurring in 
1861. He was a planter and bookkeeper and was once mayor of Old Middleton. He was 
an elder in the Presbyterian church. Mr. Young had two brothers, John O. and Dayid Lucian, 
both of whom came to Carroll county, and there the former spent the balance of his days. 
John O. was a successful merchant at Middleton and held the office of sheriff for seven years. 
His death occurred in 1866. David Lucian is now living and is engaged in merchandising 
at Winona. He was postmaster there under Cleveland. Grandfather Harry Small was 
probably born in Montgomery county, Tenn., and died in Tipton county of that state when 
Mrs. Young was but six years of age. The latter came at once to Carroll county, Miss., 
with her uncle, Maj. John J. Brown, and there she grew to womanhood. She now makes 
her bome with her son, Dr. J, W. Young. She was one of the pioneers of Carro]] county 
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and has seen its development from a wilderness to its present prosperous condition. She is a 
devout member of the Presbyterian church and a lady highly esteemed. To her marriage 
were born six children—three sons and three daughters—who are named in the order of their 
births as follows: Dr. J. W.; Samuel H., of the firm of Gauss & Shelton, of St. Louis; 
Harry $., now a prominent attorney of Covington, Tenn., was educated at Davidson college, 
N. C.; Mary J., wife of James W. Green, a planter of Tipton county, Tenn.; Elizabeth A., 
wife of John McCain, the present sheriff of Carroll county. and Nannie W. Dr. J. W. 
Young was educated at Old Middleton, and in 1S64 he jomed Armstrong’s brigade, First Missis 
sippi cavalry, and joined Johuston’s army at Rome, Ga., fighting all the way to Atlanta, and 
was sent back with Hood. He was left on detached service in northern Alabama and was 
afterward captured at Selma, of that state, but was soon after paroled at Columbus, Ga. 
He then returned home and assisted his mother, who was left a widow with several small 
children to provide for and no visible means of support, as the property was all destroyed. 
The Doctor being the eldest, the means of support devolved upon him, and but for his inde- 
fatigable will and good management he would have given up in despair, for it was a hard 
strugele for many years. Hesucceeded in educating the children and keeping them together, 
and in the meantime studied medicine with an uncle, Dr. W. W. Lidell, of Carroll county, 
graduating from the medicai department of the University of Louisiana, at New Orleans 
(now Tulane university), in 1S69. He practiced at Smithville, in Carroll county, for a year, 
and then at Teoc until February, 1890, after which he removed to Grenada for better educa- 
tional privileges. There he formed a partnership with Dr. G. W. Trimble, which at once 
brought him into prominence and a good practice. He is a leading member of the State 
Medical association and is a man of energy and enterprise. He is a man of good habits, is 
moral and upright, has made a success of life and is very popular in the community. He is 
the owner of a fine plantation of about one thousand five hundred acres in Carroll county 
and is devoted to stockraising, principally Jersey cattle. He was married in 1873 to Miss 
Mollie L. McCain, daughter of N. H. and Jane (Topp) McCain, born in Mecklenburg 
county, N. C., and ‘Tennessee, respectively. Her parents came to Mississippi and were mar- 
ried in this state. The father followed planting in Carroll county and there died in 1881. 
Soon after he came to this state he was for a number of years teacher in the Female school, 
at Columbus. He was a fine scholar. His wife lives at Teoc, in Carroll county. Mrs. Young 
was born in Columbus, Miss. ‘To the Doctor and wife have been born eight children, one 
son and six daughters living. He and wife are members of the Presbyterian chureh, in 
which he is an elder. He is a member of Ivanhoe lodge No. 8, Knights of Pythias, and is 
also a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. He has always been active in politics and has fre- 
quently been solicited to run for office, but as often refused. He is the present chairman of 
the state senatorial democratic committee, was chairman of Carroll county democratic central 
committee, also of prohibition executive county committees, and isa member of the congres- 
sional committee. He has been a delegate to state conventions several times and represented 
his congressional district in the democratic national convention at St. Louis in LSSS. 

Robert Semple Young, planter, Natchez, Miss. Mr. Young’s father, Dr. Benjamin 
Farar Young, was born in Philadelphia, Penn., in 1709S, although the home of his parents 
was in Pointe Coupee parish, La., and he received an academic education at the University 
of Pennsylvania. He also graduated in physic from that institution, but did not practice his 
profession, preferring rather to devote his time and attention to his large planting interests 
in Louisiana and Adams county, Miss. He was married in Wilkinson county, Miss., in S24, 


to Miss Catherine Semple, who was originally from West Teliciana parish, La., born in 1806. 
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The fruits of this union were two children: Jane Semple, who became the wife of James W. 
Metcalfe (deceased), and Robert Semple, the subject of this sketch. Mrs. Young, who was 
a consistent member of the Episcopal church, died in 1533, and soon after Mr. Young mar- 
ried Miss Martha J. Wade. In 1835 they came to Adams county, Miss., and settled on the 
Beaux Pres plantation, where he made a lovely and attractive home. He died in 1560 and 
was also a member of the Episcopal church. He was a man of positive character, clear, 
intellect and excellent business ability, and was fitted in every way to make life a success. 
He was quiet and unassuming and never aspired to office. He left a handsome property. 
His father, Hon. Samuel Charles Young, was born in Philadelphia, Penn., in 1771, was 
educated and married there, and in 1795 removed to Pointe Coupee parish, La., thence to 
New Orleans, where he died in 1832. He was educated as a lawyer, but inherited a large 
estate and for about fifteen years was engaged in planting in Pointe Coupee parish, but 
afterward devoted his attention to his profession, becoming a very successful lawyer in New 
Orleans. He was at one time an alderman of that city and while in that office was sent as 
a special commissioner to Washington city in behalf of his adopted city, to obtain from con- 
gress the grant to the city of New Orleans of all the public property within the city limits, 
including the public grounds, wharfs, ete. He was afterward sent to Europe in behalf of 
the city to whose interests he was devoted, greatly to the neglect of his own. He was a 
leading attorney and was well known and esteemed. He was the son of Samuel Young, a 
native of Philadelphia, who there spent his entire life as a successful merchant, and who in 
turn was the son of John Young, a native of England. The last named when a thild came 
to America and very successfully pursued the business of ship chandler at Philadelphia, 
where he spent the remaining years of his life. Mr. Young’s grandfather, Robert Semple, 
was a native of Carlisle, Penn., and began life as an ensign under Gen. Anthony Wayne 
in his northwestern Indian campaign. He afterward came to the Southwest as adjutant of 
the First United States infantry and was located at Fort Adams, where he died. He was a 
wealthy planter and was prominent in public affairs, having held various local offices. He 
was county magistrate and captain in the mounted cavalry, ete. His wife died at Fort 
Adams also. She was formerly Isabella Turnbull, a native of Mobile, Ala> and was a 
daughter of John Turnbull, who was a Scotch adventurer connected with the English army 
in west Florida for a number of years. The latter passed the closing scenes of his life in 
Baton Rouge as an extensive land speculator and Indian trader and became very rich. The 
father of our subject had four children by his second marriage: Margaret A. died in 1575. 
Samuel Charles, now district judge at St. Joseph, La., an able lawyer and well-to-do planter, 
was educated at Oakland college and at the University of Pennsylvania. He was a soldier 
in General Forrest’s cavalry. | Wade Ross was educated in the University of Virginia and is 
now a lawyer and planter of Vicksburg. He was a soldier in the Virginia and Tennessee 
armies. William Conner is the present sheriff of Tensas parish, La., which position he has 
held for ten or twelve years. He was a lieutenant in the Second Louisiana cavalry in the 
Tennessee army and was afterward on Red river. Robert Semple Young was born in 
Wilkinson county, Miss., in 1832, graduated from Yale college in 1853, and began life as a 
planter on his father’s plantation in Louisiana, making that his principal occupation through 
life. At the breaking out of war he joined the Jeff Davis legion and served one year in 
the Virginia army, being in many of the principal engagements. He then served one year 
with Adams’ cavalry in the Tennessee army and was captured during the siege of Vicks- 
burg as a spy. He soon escaped, however, and although he was captured several times 


after this, he escaped soon after. After his service of one year in the Tennessee army he 
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served about a year on Red river in the Second Louisiana cavalry. During Cleveland's 
administration Mr. Young served as inspecting officer in the surveyor’s department of the 
customhouse at New Orleans. He is still a resident of the old Beaux Pres plantation, 
eight miles southeast of Natchez, which consists of five hundred acres. Mr. Young is an 
intelligent gentleman whom it is a pleasure to meet. He is single. 

The following sketch was received too late for alphabetical insertion: 

Dr. Robert J. Lyles, Byhalia, Miss. The subject of this sketch is the fifth son of 
Archibald M. Lyles, of Baltimore, Md., and Harriet Feaster Lyles, of Virginia, who moved 
to Kentucky in 1831. Locating in Logan county, the father engaged in the practice 
of law, where continuous suecess elevated him to the position of district judge. Every 
worthy enterprise won his earnest, liberal support, and his generosity and hospitality 
amounted almost to prodigality. He was a devout Christian, a member of the Presbyterian 
church, and much of the success that attended his long, happy life, reflected the Christian 
influence of his amiable wife. Dr. Robert J. Lyles was born near Russellville, Ky., in 1842. 
Here his education was begun, and even at an early age gave evidence of the genius that 
marked his career in later years. When the vicissitudes of the Civil war came on he joined 
Colonel Hunt’s Fifth Kentucky regiment, General Hanson’s brigade, Breckinridge’s division, 
and followed the changing fortunes of the South till the close of the struggle, bearing 
home the proud consciousness that he had done his duty, and a wound in the side to attest 
his valor for the lost cause. After graduating at the School of Physicians and Surgeons in 
New York, with the class of 1868, he located at Triune, Tenn., where he remained until 
1870. In 1871 he married the accomplished Mrs. 8. C. Parr, a daughter of Joseph Aber- 
nathy, a prominent lawyer and member of the legislature of Missouri, who moved to Ten- 
nessee prior to his daughter’s marriage. The Doctor then located at Byhalia, Miss., where, by 
his social magnetism and superior qualifications, he has built up an extensive practice. Thor- 
oughly devoted to his profession, and happily blending the practical and theoretical, we find 
in him all that pre-eminently characterizes the true physician. Indeed, in all that pertains to 

‘the progressive steps of his profession, he is a leading spirit and an active worker in its asso- 
ciations. To courteous manners, a candid, fearless spirit, and high intellectual attainments, 
he joins the lavish generosity of his worthy father, and his home, blessed by an entertaining, 
hospitable wife, a fascinating daughter and two sons, offers a hearty welcome to hosts of 
friends. 

Errata, Omissions, Additions, Ete. 

Page 22. In line three read “ Liberia’’ instead of ‘“ Siberia.”’ 

Page 24. “ Amos B. Johnston ’’ should be ‘* Amos R. Johnston.”’ 

Page 29. ‘‘H. N. Yerger’’ should be “KE. M. Yerger.’’ 

Page 235. The word “ Okolona’’ is misspelled. 

Page 243. ‘‘Marsckalk’’ should be “ Marschalk,’? and ‘I. F. H. Claiborne’’ should be 
“ J. F. H. Claiborne.” 

Page 245. ‘John J. McRae’’ should be ‘‘ John J. MeRae.”’ 

Pages 246 and 249. “Samuel D. Harper’’ should be “Sam D. Harper.” 

Page 247. The date in the top line should be 1866 instead of 1S70. 

Page 248. “J. M. Partridge”? should be “I. M. Partridge,’ “E. W. Yerger”? should be 
“i. M. Yerger’’ and “J. L. Powers’’ should be ‘J. LL. Power.’’ 

Page 249. “JT. M. Howry’’ should be “J. M. Howry’’ and “L. W. Garrett’’ should be 
‘“. M. Ganrett,’? 

Page 250. In line nine from the bottom there should be no comma after ‘“ Miss.’ 
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Page 251. 
Page 273. 


Page 310. 
Page 315. 
Pago 316. 
Page 323. 
Page 325. 


Page 329. 
Page 332. 
Page 334. 
Page 344. 
Page 3.46. 


Page 347. 


Page 395. 
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“A.B. Hurst”’ should be “ A. B. Hurt.”’ 

Vol. I. Although the name came from the War Department as “ Capt. James 
Kemps” the publishers think the name should be ‘‘ Kemper.”’ 

The date in line twelve should be “1833”’ instead of ‘‘1883.’’ 

Third line from the bottom read “ union school’”’ instead of ‘‘ university school.’’ 

Third line from the bottom read ‘‘ four’’ instead of ‘‘ forty.’’ 

Jn lines four and five read ‘‘ Early in 1848 ’’ instead of ‘‘In January, 1848.”’ 

In ninth line from the bottom read ‘‘ Confederate States army ”’ instead of ‘‘ Con- 
federate States of America.”’ 

In line fourteen ‘‘ LL. B.”’ should be “ B. L. U.”’ 

Tn line three from the bottom read ‘“ Lipsey’’ instead of ‘* Tipsey.”’ 

In line ten from the bottom read ‘‘ Featherstun’’ instead of ‘‘ Featherston.’’ 

In line twelve read “ William W. Rivers’’ instead of “‘ Rev. William Rivers.’’ 

In line twenty-two read “ Lexington Normal college’’ instead of ‘‘ Lexington 
Normal school.’’ 

At the close of the chapter it speaks of ‘‘two’’ chapters on education and of a 
‘corresponding ’’ chapter in Volume I. The two chapters were united in 
one in Volume IT. 

In line nine from the bottom the word ‘‘Manor’’ should follow the word 


“ Saunders.’’ 


Pages 399-400. The given name of the mother of the Marshall brothers was given diorontly 


. Page 423. 
Page 427. 
Page 430. 
Page 682. 


5 49 
Page 762. 


Page 769. 


by them; the publishers could not reconcile the discrepancy. 
In the sixth line read “ Mayers’’ instead of “ Myers.”’ 
Read “Mrs. Dona Meeks ’”’ instead of ‘“ Miss Dona Meeks.’’ 
Read ‘‘ Merrill’ instead of ‘‘ Merill.”’ 
The date of the birth of Reuben J. Right should be 1834 instead of 1584. 
In line twelve read “fifth’’ instead of “third’’ and in line thirty-one read 
“ Lida ’’ instead of ‘ Lydia.”’ 
“ John M. Simonton’ should be followed by a comma. 


” 


The ep, in Vol. I. entitled ‘‘ Map of the Mississippi country in 1764’’ should be entitled 


‘*Copy of a map of the Mississippi country made in 1764.” 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INDEX FOR VOLUME I. 


The matter indicated below for Volume J, was, much of it, received or returned revised 


too late to be indexed in its due order; hence this supplementary index. 


PAGE. 
Addenda, Errors and Omission............. 1247 
Alcorn; WilliaiitAy Drs... 1 1ee Bee as 291 
Allens Daviddhwise..af i Miwa st LESS oo: 300 
Anderson, William W.................. 000. 306 
Berry, Rev. W. E. and the Berry family..... 1159 
Buck, Edward Jefferies, Nathaniel Jefferies 
and Walliam: Henry... . 0 dcceseinesdes oe 453 
BUCK EY, Jame Su Mice gs spestaspeue cis ale, a arta eneenesiae 1163 
Campbell, William Ri... cess ees eewe seen ac 498 
Campbell, William R.,Sr.,and William R., Jr. 499 
Carmack, Dr Prank, "Docs... ucne. saceme omers 512 
CarrSJobn We. 2 2s0 sss wG ansabtonsac ce eager ere oe d14 
NON PED CWA e.g casc ce1e5r5,0 ec eeu eaya acim aye gorreee cote 533 
Cauthen, Joh mBe 2g oh 3.4 pelo sneaeede 55 
Chalmers, Gen. James R...............000. 935 
Cochran, M. D., Thomas J...............0205 560 
GONIWS sHSWA, Perc civics cs oes a erteeaere vec snedbiacneasyiae 574 
Cowan Captis I ced) ise <ce-svere eiersncwere varas'aue eerenege ere 596 
ORM anys GeOTGC DD so acces. suas speneis afensuontnsics oesyslels 758 
Foxworth, John and Eugene E............. 765 
Ger AGGO 17D g Ma see ho -aaien tperens aves wes caenee ores stexbeis 808 
Harrison, LL. D., M. D., William H.......... 832 


PAGE, 
Harvey, Wear Eleven Sy fiaas tetera sini. dee nieetese 888 
Hill, Robert Andrews.................0000. 922 
Hudspeth, George W..........02-2---eeeees 970 
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JOWMSOM se) Es 6d chs excess ate wieivardaorerarerandiie eaten 1036 
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Johnson, Matthew F.... cl... cee. eee eee 1029 
Johnson, Samuel M..................2.200. 1037 
Lemly family, Percy, Samuel, Col. Samueland 
William Steele Lemly............. 1118, 1119 
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McCarty, Michael, isc acu ceesiss tag sa toe seks 1175 
McFarland: Baxter... . 22 agen. cece beeen os 1088 
McGehee, Hon. J. Burruss.................. 1203 
MeGehee, M. D., Thomas W.............-.. 1203 
Niclieod. JOWmIWe::. os. o8.atOteecea vet dalgee oe 1227 
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POPULATION OF MISSISSIPPI BY MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS.* 


Department oF THE JyNreRion, 
Census OFFICE, 
Wasuinaton, D. C., October 13, 1891. 

This bulletin gives the population of the state of Mississippi in detail by counties, beats, 
cities, wards of cities, towns and villaves according to the official count of the returns made 
under the eleventh census, taken as of June 1, 1590; also the population of the same divisions 
according to the census of 1880, in order to show the increase or decrease during the decade. 
The population of the state under the census of ISSO was 1,131,597; under the present census 
the population returned is 1,289,600, an increase of 155,008, or 13.96 per cent. Since 1S80 
Pearl River county has been organized from parts of Hancock and Marion counties. The 
name of Sumner county has been changed to Webster. Of the seventy-five counties in the 
state eleven show decreases. ‘The summary which follows gives the population of each county 
according to the censuses of 1590 and 1880, and the increase or decrease in number and per 
cent. : 




















| POPULATION, INCREASE. 
COUNTIES. | ( 1] 
| 1890. 1880. , Number. | Per cent. 
ned et As AA al Se (es eae, DIME: Sa a 
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PS CTMLOMPBS Ae: oas chicissi ic suse leap epatee phe ee eR CER nT OG 10,585 11,0238 a438 a3.97 
IBOWV rahe cen oss +0, faa va-atiooatas each RE eee 29,980 4), US, 652 4.11328 | 60.73 
CO abn at ahs oo gik Kote: vdladish igblae dosle care netb ines oN | 14,688 13,492 1,196 8.86 
OR TeRO! IT <P a re eter aie gene enh) See 18,773 17,795 978 5.00 
Whickasawetate co. oo es cece us nuit cian he eo iar ess | 19,891 17,905 1.986 11.09 
(O)ivale te 2 EL ES 10,S47 9,036 1,811 20.04 
CHAD ONNG Peps 5 os SSs% Oxia caermeae ee eames Oe 14,516 16,768 «"@2.252 al3.45 
aK CMe eerrcee tose s ccc Gi Geass Gye) Cotas sein Soa 15,826 15,021 SO5 0.86 
CTA aA ERNE oso on, oe ies Ses oma AeA. LOGO E 17,367 1,240 | 7.14 
GOA OMNAM MN «cc 0cc. yg sycees deexaraenmeees woes ale FL CooL 13,568 4774 | 35.19 
Cte Mewes: oo. seo. yai2 2 4 bd neneexsiancnorer nopere tine ls 80,2383) 9,927, 552 2.68 1 9.73 
SO HiAU I BG A gs se '50d 6) on 0gSh2 ha syousvos'steecacdloeé askew KORRSNA Pah j+» 8,299 5,993 2,306 BS.48 
IDYS" S010 Oo 5 Seana a ne resi ean Me ee nee rs ame RM SET 34.183! @.922, 924 1,259 d.49 
incur Mi eon anne: Sick Siglo say fe cehavolatay kdmrc as em aroTe9. LO,424 9729 695 7.14 
(CEROCT CPM M RT eee co eer cs oy RR AE de tee 3,906 3,104 elle 22.29) 
Girenad Aikawa cies cite Oy Ge Cocoa OE Onsen 14,974 12071 2903 24.00 
AA COCK wewiai ocr cs se CaN aoe a OCIS CO Teak 0 8,318 GAB 1,879 29.18 


* Special report to the Goodspeed Publishing Company. a Decrease. 
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POPULATION. INCREASE. 
COUNTIES. feos es : a 

| 1890. 1880. | Number. | Per cent. 
PAE USO Maven ooh accel cenie ie Geta ene ahs ago 12,48] 7,895 | 4,586 | 58.09 
EMC Spars a8 ol os. costae ebare aya eae ees eel raed be 3,908 at,679 alo.64 
NONE Shag tts as eee ene Macc ee emote Gace wdc | 30,970 27,164 3,806 14.01 
Mee ARORA ach katte 3 asgn ovae wceuie “ete ened anche emer oe Sie gree 12,318 10,004 2,314 23.13 
IRINA Aeoracs © acyare. tare’ a ta Sareea wis aan setae ae! oe 11,708 10,663 1,045 9.80) 
ACES OM fein ous Me ces Siaeesaie ee ie BERR ear ae eeN ae  cree Peet Lede 7,607 3,644 47.90 
SVS OM leet Recht tr wis -xy a es oak oy ori Sree ome esha See em eee | 14,785,1°- 12,126 2,659 21.93 
Se ae i a bade lites bond ok Cloke | 18,947 | 17,314) 1,633 9.43 
ee ee ee eee Pg gag Peg goal 505°)" - 117.60 
BMOMNDOR srs ocd es uo etatd ct te NG a hh aee emi ea Bas 17,961 15,719 2,242 14.26 
WV OULC srt: so2da's goa ear alee cenniommateweteneh a n« 4 20,503 , 21,671 al,118 ao.16 
MAMA OTAALE. fice eee dis cc anes ce tue Sieane svatvere ater « 29 661 21,501 8,160 BID 
Wawrence. 2. 5) he BOLeeh SHAME By Mew ink Jie 12,318 9,420 2,898 30.76 
eae. Megk, te. ercFohlcprte acs cee eel See ate nk eal 14,803 13,146 1,657 12.60 
1 ESS) SAA ep I SUP ry 20,040 » 20,470 a430 a2.10 
COL Ocwwin, Vass Me Se oe eee ee ES 16,869 10,246 6,623 64.64 
BIR ENC NEN rhc an NG tcl weet cS ues tia eas Mee Ra ealiel nad |-- 44,94.2 13,547 4,363 B2en, 
rp AN CS eotbe tices cx Nee nee Gye metiha ci as OO « | 27,047 | 28,2441 al soy a4.24 
MAGS OM colsct Nertia. ects aves ahs ee. Sete ee ee eS Zane | D732 25,866 1,455 5.63 
gEUOM scien a arn «gern ne Som meee ate tes < | 9,532 6,901 2,631 38.12 
IWiarshallic.ccccs cere Te tee tee eae 26,043 29,380 | «3,287 a11.21 
NCQ OMOG ye face Satay hc oe Vo Meme tose ae gas aed 30,730 | 28,553 2,177 7.62 
ROME MOMICTY no swan e ae Pee meee se ee bo ext 14,459 13,345) 1,lii 8.32 
INGSMOD A ich you ace e oR A cena eae acd wae «cat tte 8,741 2,405 27.01 
INGINLOMNS os. aie race oh o's wattage wee af gee ee cd 16,625 | 13,436 3,189 23.73 
IN OMUIDEG ac ccc cs tnerans ore APRN STEN fo eleatoiee s | (27-3838 | -+99:874549'"'@ 2,586 a8.49 
Ohtibbeh ae cic tiocas bee Ape eee cel 17,694 15,978 1,716 4 10.74 
OU Meets oe sgh sen Sash eee eee Renee RIA eee iS 23, 977 pe al,375 at.85 
peer RVC ania ars sik ac cues, Mee ont ie women ue tee § 2.957 : 2.957 aoe 
TROUT Ve sS.heie see te erry A ome earn eae ont ek 6,494 a 427 3,067 89.50 
IOP aR revos co scice wine as eran Gee Meme en hence cane ot 21,208 If i 388 4,515 27.06 
IROMLOtOC pee) cama «08 6 oR epbaaccer tee oe be ter 14,940 13.8 S58 | 1,082 7.81 
ROM SS cis) en ces ac hae, sastan Pancha eytus erase ccsto n puae 13,679 12 2, 108 1,521 12.51 
CD ee teats OR. Italie aie aa 3,286 1407 1,879 133.55 
Rei a ited eile mn Nentrreceeheale tent F 17,022 46-752 | 1,170 6.98 
SCOltigs oeiPge ach Soe ais os Aero us me et 11,740 10,845 SYD 8.25 
SRC botany st 2 wesc ayo MED eecseabariar oh ap eee tee hs 8,382 6,306 2,076 32.92 
UMA SOM cs cus ser ae cna vena sie PRM Mca wt Aeee le fence 4 « 10,1388 8,008 30 26.60 
SMUG ecy cea arcana aoe ee me rear creas oles 10,6385 8,088 2047 i 31.49 
SHUMmLOWelnan kee nk ook Ee I ee oe ee ne 9,354 4.661 4,723 101.33 
MAN AMACCHIC cr ynicdenrcce.s to Gace concerts clasts 14,361 10,926 3,435 BLA 
UR UG aay Sees ecrnesesra ails Soltero emma rnsenectine 19,2 a3 18,721 3B? 2.S4 
{ier T edt so NN aM yh RRR Ee ot ARN OR 12,951 ' 12,867 84 0.65 
MIG INO UNUM Mea oe avd ieee actin creates eta mafssaetcs. «8.5 as 8 9,302 8,774 528 5.02 
IN UIIN Celt easy a erent ae a Cea gu NCI ERE OES Oy eCN So shict sila 12,158 S461 3,097 43.69 
Wim Ori epee ned ee Te cree SON RN RIL RS oie ar Sessa 10,606 13,080 2,976 19.77 
Warren RS EMS J. RAS trsilG Ra: SSO Ove GO Ce IEEE ae 33,164 3BLe 238 1,926 O.17 
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1096 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 
SUMMARY BY COUNTIES—Conrinuep. 
| POPULATION. INCREASE. 
COUNTIES. : 

1890. | 1880. Number. | Per cent. 
WISE LOM ses cere as crews wave ye, teabeta etrRAaNG Ie oles 40,414 | 25,367 | 16,047 59.32 
Viniymlere:... Raia PRR as soe SEAVER EOE Ce ot OSriey* “B74i OTE. 12.31 
\WYVGLOSUIGIC G5 0 Bits GEESE polo CRA Lae St Cu aia, os di neering Hie een are TP22060:("" 9584" 2275265) 26.49 
\ WAG Usa yS%o5 TR 2 oe co ae a 17592") L815" | a223 | al.25 
Wimnstom ite... Meeps Bic. «kn ne sd web atneee 12,089; 10,087 | 2,002 | 19.85 
WCCO) OUTS) Na seg toys'c 0, 6 der ae ER LN RAL Siete et iba 16,629 = 15,649 | 980 | 6.26 
PYUZ OO Nee arc MN Ue se Lae conse a eae HON 36,394 | 33,845 | 2,549 | 7.53 

















The population of the nineteen cities and towns having 2,000 or more inhabitants, in the 


order of their rank, is as follows: 








CITIES AND TOWNS. 


COUNTIES. 














Wicksburegcityes. 2... 2.03 ves ees Warrena 20 
Meridiankeity =. 3.4... pilbauderdale: +2. 0225 2.) 
INatehezieitygcn sa s..0ten.ta.a2 «2 cee ACARI Vp ¥e ls) PPS ss | 
Greenville towils.j.. 3. si 0sis +... Washington y.. %.).. | 
DIBCKSOMMCIE VINE, «oe oie 2.2.0 5s etree Hinds sci vated tee 
ColumbusrCltys... 5265. .2. 4s Lowndes rs 2.0.2.4 561 
Abberdeenrcity geayach shyly. «eo. Monrocenen es tes fT 
Wazoo Citiyg 05 ated. cs week Wazoo Wks c's. ie oe 
MBO CIV EEE: 6 6 ost oe eee Harrison ess cer efi". | 
Wesson: fowmy 2: 62:0 Genie wiles Copiahy.ceehwt fo... | 
Water Valley towme-.2.:...... \Yalobushawen.%. ... | 
Wrest Roimeghowm. i. casi. caverta (Cl aiverem tebe wars eae 
Grenada stoywaaye .aat:5 aloes \Guerladdat cle. lr. 5". 
MeComb City town............| Pikes seems ioe | 
Holly Springs city............ Marshall... | 
Brookhavenitowilesys. . seb -..|imeolny. sa. a. tes). 
Canton; citys ess tana erates See Madisoneeeee. 22. : | 
C@orinthycity: .) vaio tis ask. « « Alcorn seta coke 2: 
Okolonastope nye ts) a5. eks a Chickasaw. 822. :.. 








POPULATION. INCREASE. 
1890. 1880. |Number.| Per cent. 
| 13.373 | 11,814 | 1,559 | 13.20 
10,624 | 4,008 | 6,616 | 165.07 
10,101 | 7,058 | 3,043 | 43.11 
6,658 | 2,191 | 4,467 | 208.88 
5,920 | 5,204} 716 | 13.76 
4,559 | 3,955 | 604) 15.27 
3,449 | 2.339] 1,110] 47.46 
9,286 “'2:542') 744) 20.97 
8,234 | 1,540 | 1,694 | 110.00 
3,168 | 1,707'| 1,461 85.59 
2:839"| “2.9900 “"B19"| oa an 
9.762 | 1,786 | 976] 54.65 
ZATG™ |S OTs: | 502") “26:23 
9388 | 1,982) 401; 20.23 
2,246 | 2,370 | al24!  @d.23 
Dd | 6L5ah “527° | . BRG8 
2,181 | 2,088 48 | 2.30 
2 At 2.2715"! @l64 | sated 
2,099 | 1,858 | 241 | 12.97 
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The following table gives the population of each county in detail by minor civil divisions; 
also the population of all incorporated places, and of all unincorporated places having two 
hundred inhabitants or more, as far as it has been possible to make the separation from the 
returns of the enumerators: 























MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 1890. | 1880. 
DANS GODIN Ss kL, SERRE 2 Se 3a, o) 2,3) oy cpmuey eS onse eee maine, hws 26,031 | 22,649 
BeavalpincludinerNatchez: city. 65.08 pled eee ec cote cade ne bts | 15,3893 | 12,058 
PIN AGC OZ IGN hs sires hace st SON MI oe esc) Peony gS treainrs novewiere viata LOEOL | GOS 
WATE EE cree tiie pene mens Sudbce puke Kee eer? 2,351 | 
Warde Gao ie oe Sa eiteie AE ANS bik ee 2 bx nang weed 4,329 | 
Wien ESWC aM LOIN SS Ce ei itt pelciouliog a oe <a ee tee Be 1,736 | | 
Wandelt sev olame Ta) id Hee Able. hesiins. . ok cee eee ba es 1,685 
BEGUM nes RON A curds Sionddss clas ogo) PSMA eso duly Ad Sule gad ah eb ay aay eye she we 2,074 2,600 
BeAr Oe NS, LITE ON | eae Gee Minb'é eas ww ee ewes deen ed eed 1,930 | 1,834 
IDentel ee SN Sey Eni Ken ck MERER SE Me CES ke Oe. KE ak eee eesepeeee 2,850 | 2,679 
Beattooicuine: Chan tietan. wel Sey Ree oe oan ene oe ee eewe sags of 8,284 3,478 
re aera : , | 
NTEOORM IG OUNIVer ca atid, a,ctyeeise ene ea Gh ek be dads ooaL pee ES EES 13,115 | 14,272 
Beat 1, including Corinth city and Wenasoga town (a)...............-. oll | 4,074 
Sore Melitta nas a See ia Pea eligi akan a teal Leveg Lal 2,275 
Weil TIS PRIMING, PARI ACD, Sol gers earepecivecbute lacesaye meses pasepaye cepeunye 270 | 
AV in occas highs x/4ehs choot aaa e es So a Sips tok cheese 952 
War Owolenen Aewae Sion Solas abil es kets ans 193 
AGE Ss (Se ss ee reams ert re 8) tn Oe a ee do4 
PVA CO te gee aiid at we Se ces sti as his yh 4 rare ay mane 142 
CMe s ee en ee wat eG bMS CMe Goalie se 20d4.de c008 CSS Hea 2,634 2,567 
Beatidinchidine Rienzi town. (@). .oss0 55.0 s005'a se cneeeney vane ged ok 2,136 2,713 
Beata. uneluding, Kossuth. towMs i vps cee whi owen. abe eaves oeer mer’ | 2,884 | 2,938 
SOGSUL I COMIN tease a acs nce on tt HUE Mia a aie Sta bee Aas ann Sawa ee eee 165 132 
Oat ORM Mn. © MN AN Ae nim sara a Oe RE Gk es a 6 ea Roses eee | .2,150 | 1,880 
AMMUPEMCOUN TY sta bola. «st dead Boke whe Uh aG4 eGR yea oe ys eke | 18,198 | 14,004 
iBeatiehncliidine tuierty ow (@)ieinessecsunee esse. ed oeete a epneds od 34,162 -) On8,823 
SOR UCN MORN ath 8 BA Yon cious sip ot eMail a as ome 4, 2 a8 Se wa anv ereg wd eee 3,483 | 2,648 
Beats, including Gloster town is sen eases bee e ea wes edaes 4,779 2,798 
GEOSUCE MUON © :58-5ch-£sdck aon ROR LPR aoe Sei cio. echali ewtetisece eed ED IRD TAZ th Aas o's 
IB OAL RAM MNURIREe TAAITOMNED SINWEIR SSS cs cgcleuene oy «ajssinseleaigtsdys tee. olecngs, eqesevavacdeyart a | 3,183 | 2,586 
Beapooimeludine-Gillsburc towne. a. a. 8S es. 2 OT ae eae wane aes jy 2,592 | ..2,149 
CES OUI OREO WHI ASIN. os adc uc Neneh nek urearks soiwieantioee bot owe wall pe eee 2 | YD}... eee. 
AS SACARCOUNTSAMA SOWA wircclemeta wr ee bas See e ee Pag RES Sole de 22,213 | 19,988 
Beat lini<esciusko, including’ Kosciusko town... 2... eed sey eee sees eek 4,968 | 4,230 
WKOSCiUSKO OWL . VHS it Thur Levers (46) occ clade ae aare oh» oth | 1,894 1,126 
Beat 2. Northeast, including McCool town.............. 0000 eeee ee een | 3,752 | 3,122 
Mic@ool towne is, «sats ed lice casos ates we wielacsess By ets DOG? | Pg ees 
POL ON WICC HO MNS s 4.5 he Sarr stonstg a sp dtd rho sienna 0) Somiare ay oon AE | 3,766 |. 3,166 
Beat 4. Newport, including Newport and Sallis towns.................| 5,172 | 5,724 
INGiy ORL OMAN Ty aw NRRL REY Stites sisic, a etaigan eigrotarntyra'y oh inte 52 | 107 
Sallie tte: € en a ie lnc Se te lerene Se a eawares ewe «oh 156 132 
Bonito: CONLar arent x ei ii eects Gd oi e's ope a tae Owe ea che eas | 4,555 3,746 








a Not separately returned, 
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MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 1890. | 1880. 
BRINTON RC OUN DM Steet te cit aitit ia) sara ays giana aint hie s\binta donate ad's 4 a Sd om | 10,585 | 11,023 
Seah sews, AMIR So le. + fo oy tem AOR tue Pala Aitaha ty slaa th teal tele Nataly tates as [7 2h toa 2 (82 
Beat 2, including Lamar town (a) and Michigan City.................. | 3,095 3,803 
MCh aN @itiy AAPM Me ssh. ¥ tattanok. Dot PM on tent Ta ates! tees ofa a ‘ee lee le’s's ele | 129 91 
Beatie. ancludine Ashland townid:..042 i252 tharstiiaici doce dace 8 2,227" 2,557 
PTS MAM GRLO WANs). 5 hoctsrats ree bats taret AGRI SS Rae So Re Lee So ote } 138 | 174 
Gate ie Sime e eee ieee te hee ee este ees eho scged cal | LAWS 1,242 
Beates, including dielsory! Plat town: +42. ters. tran ale (ate Pele ela lale a ee ale o's a's | 1,967 + 1,889 
Hickorye Wlatttown seedings dase eee deasess Peed fee een ghseite. | PAS ol ee ere 
———_ | | 
BOUDVARFCOUNTY 82.22. oh 5yadks-oene test eee seed ee ats adi aelre es! | 29,980 | 18,652 
SCAM tc ee eNT, ABORT SADE MOE Coat ek bag ke eb weed bid a20r" | 2286 
Beat 2, includine/Conecordia town (a)...%260.0% eee a eee ot totais See 6,817 | 3,956 
Beat 3, including Cleveland (a) and oecdale HOWNSE Fer hen Oe eee | 7,809 3,980 
TICES Velo. es 7nd. a eh eee SHOP ek x aoe 
Beate include Bolivar townk 270 WATE e. POY PS ee eet rebate, 4,159 | 4,086 
SOlWAPtOWM Ath cece dees Rese PAS APSE 2 Chea kde doe bes lide Gids | TO i 5 as «sche 
Beat 9, including Huntington and Shaw towns...................--4- | 6,916! 4,404 
Huntington UO WAM pee tte sts eze, eyotere atest eAte Gh wihhaal ate Gobi eras. ware Ghte ad | TOD 2 hs ea amass 
SNe MES IN pen cn eh wan enn cee eed d asta re ye these taaaneh ZOPN. d avant 
WATHOUNVCOUNDE Ars . 5 OMY, DOW Rina otter a bate catelala a! vlglal ola'atetetstss | 14,688 13,492 
Beat including Pittsboro town (@) sarc sceci cide oe oe ieee eee Le | 3,070) 2,915 
IGai 2B Se ee eee a ee ee ee ee i2,ob | 2.207 
Beats, including, Banner town (@)::er/ cece cgecee rec ccc eae etl asses | 2,939 | 2,803 
BOAR MD oe cht. ctor a hehe ate S baw EPP OR MEERA eer ahs tees eset tee! | 8,409°|° 3,108 
Benim Risen an. a. oak Gb RR eho eae aed Gee Sea ee gs | 2,753 | 2,454 
| | 
0/6310) 6 C005 a 18,773: | 17,795 
Beatie es. MARA ETAL, SAU MON ese scr cd ab ke ce bad Shao a bee | 2,132, 1,948 
Beat Jo .22% 2.21 Lom h SER AES hs RAE SERS SA taal tata Bee Pee: | 2,411 2,002 
BORG). ve ARONA OUR OMRON AL MONT sae esate Wk ak babe Sab eels oe eles | 4,026 | 3,690 
Beat 4umnicluding Carrollton town .:::..25s225's2ss.scseecessgionses F5865"0 | 5.122 
Carrollcomeowi sy Meae OWS so beaewhasecsesegthrieteiass | 7488 | 394 
Beat o,menrdine Warden tw 000 cit tetet tele beale eeldel ele! ele o oe'ela’. | 4,839 5,033 
Watdenifowie 222542 (asks hen tu eeeReeheesadsaa ahi aseaesss whale | 033 526 
WrmeRAsMWACOUNTY ::.:isrrnr.segsedereasesaiatesariciniteditéis | 19,891 | 17,905 
Beatll inclicine Wowtstom town. PRO, NP sce ccag elec hie. | 8,108 | 2,425 
ELOuUStOMMCOWnE..eertat opens LE iy, ARR IU RE PVRS LO), ADE NN ORNS. | 893 480 
Beat, 2, eluding wWHoulka, towni.o~...426shesare ds cise ba bk eee NSS be ee | 3,382 d,413 
BLOT OWA Nee rer ee orek tat aeer Fatal Daten tatsnate! utote"eta'els'e ales ales’ ae ole ES ioe RA 
Beates; wacluding Okolona town'.::.ie tt oir ete ale ee ale ele elelele eee o wes’ | 4,694 3,023 
Okolowartianuy Crvsial Springs, Wye. sansa sie e | 2,099 1,858 
Beat 4, including Buena V ista and Heyvpt towns-(@)'.. 02.4. S42 84 tke | 4,325 3,S60 
Beat 9, including VLAN DA: LOW) crentaa ee So.g-das +o +See mae ow wo anwe | 4,382 2,684 
we | 
FHOOTAWACOUNDY as 4 fals 5 44.ce tA td ot oa meet e Pe oe | 10,847 9 O86 
Beavelt incladine Chester-town (@)i 2.02000 fotetat ot hell ola alah 2,290 1" 2,327 
Bodbene te MRO CPIM cs ccc win cee G5 sae seestasceetctetcratate atetatet atetatet eters? 2,400" | 1,854 
seattos including Prenely Campy village .j.:.-..:c. cote ls ns alee as wlele o's 2,214 1L,S62 
French Camp village. RR RRP RE P.859, 9290.5 COON A SOS Fete e 8) 267 420 - 
Beat 4, including Weir town (a) isd Soto ncae eee LLU Sei ie e oe 1,335 1,341 
Boat ¢ do, including Ackerman | town (a). 0 5 OS Oe ERE PO SOIC Loe Nc ee | 2,015 1,652 





a ‘Not sepa wately re turned. 





oet.|. ae ab o lees pate 
ieee = paren Aenea wen eras 
SSO, LE 686,01 sic ebowes v idhiteé dy ness Sad oe a (theme 
£20, ha Oe lee ueeeteh see oot rr Ot So wie Ute eae ei 

ROW, § ae eae Stet tecmmcteelcloecone! > 
rig iger8 | 
pee | PEes [iscacses ens eyanas esas SND BARI 
Ber NOBEL. Npcasin esos a aa Rie aR G49 05 FY 





























= SRS aN eae lak 


ee owe i eh ees 


Get | thd... 7 
aes! | PORT ly eb avtnie vive oie e Gs Whee ape aD eS wos tall aii Ek yeh ina ee 


aw eee Depa ee aires te eriee ee 


{ EUS See craw cbs Fiabe eesss> (eceereliee seein 
} ji — : a 
60,61 en, as Pui. d wale a pilin Male piemieiao 110 Seige Rene Cee m Anes "RR 
“ores | GST bh ees = ip es inline += nn SE aa “ 
DORR | PIBR fos. ic ew eee twee Gees sess es .. 40) aot siisooator 
ey Peep ea Seay | ev ekenro? olaboroSh ban (9 ils 
pms ve t's ot on 1 
HE0,db =) UGTA | 
ray Sot re » Sein se sare oS Oe Oe de ee An 
por =| O18 Lies eauweoleaecha nea ‘anwot wade bas A ge 
. ao! ! na ‘ . ; adhd Tessie Oral see 


+ . 
ie siete 6 
NG: Seamatin Chit} ae 
| B20,e0 vc ke yn ddeee Navas ei) €9 40 open Ooms ae CES at ee 


io! * Ny 
eb eee he eae ore et oem * epee bee enews lat inlaw ae ae ae 


ee heb iahis Ss  anrne 


ah ed & 


oles OTOB }.... 6. ses aie cc pewneceeveeseves(@) wot oxodasy 
yiss Tras y. 


cee oder ee ® ‘ae Mane owrese ee ee re da ee mn 
H06,8% | UO |... Seo a 
eOr Sf 0048 | ove pe ee pede he ey pee eee yee edhe ote Pe ee! x ey Saee eane® 
sda f | Rav E Va eer reese a wine el ee ree « cauale since Rlbllyechac act: Guan 


os ed mS 
GOT VE | 8y7T8F wedues ay case Mba eaen + eaes «babel ea ca he Re e 
Bk, | S648 rere sores 208 A 7 oN nee yh ie 
ae } Libs ’ P| - Rive eee ae ¥ 4% wieeee naive sk a ~ a ‘ 


WE | BEOA |. cnve rare ae eee ev akawilly nb pe balaas pees be oii 
eset GORG jenna ee neue seonenen Jeg esta nolan a 


LPS BBR |) aes dees seem Maga ede neds iow pe tae? 
ERG6 UG4 + | ry ee es <cn ePeapeseeeeeee at *» err) ‘asbint 


UEG BEG [ond diem one eee ier eee ae 
if 


ater | 1B AT 
GEE BUT B: focssenans Lear. 
Geb 9 PERS pecs www es ee eee ee 
SIRS Set i Se eee ee lee adnan  adtnall malts 
taceceer WG . g cwwalhs ane #05 sREr eg Ot £35k BGR wena ee rc ; 
REGS a0 Se ere eee oe etal pla > 
(68,0 | -a00,S len wens Pre a ee er re aL We AZadd = ee . J 
OGRE » | WES | se ew ee ee cee ee ees MO) Reo! iegysgl be ale econ 
"EBB Se RBBB |e cacea wate cone iain a ate ote 9 HONG ooh) ava want a 


—— 


TEES  O8E,S seca vuw ivan Sana MODORs Aare supe oe 
toa, [ (ye4,S Ory ee. 
cages | Ses bir vhbws-m uss Sova me decmieeg 
Oey TOs «lhe gocealelig wales wtetnon AAS aiRehIAA Dares esh = mecneer 
ree GBS, SURNCCURE MR on. ore rE 
cd,t | oes ngappanenmreine =). teen” 


ae Me ed 


DBO” Be came , 10! waxoon) 
, 








MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1099 




















MINOR CIVIL, DIVISIONS. | 1890. | 1880. 
" shoes a a 
CUMPORNEM COUNTY pia ate rane rE on ira rose Sona se biaeie we Seto des | 14,516 | 16,768 
Beattl sincluidinesrore Gibson tOwlnc- +l o e's. sep oes a ee core cree ogee s | 4,954 | 4,790 
Opn sOMM LOM r we ttas Me ee Na ee tya he cha ae aces wane Marie 6 ore ee 3) Se ere 
ISS2IE 2) sseNego, ‘Bue bake cebeniaties pllenties riche aun tee ait) oi late Sphere ans i En Nera aa aE | 2,866.) 2,180 
TEASE, Bd.n01000-6 6 Seo EROS OS ONAL eh ies te Y  2s600!° 2.466 
Bio tend oo prninlawne yas ata lac elie ll gh eee Ae ee ae | 2,616} 4,198 
Beat omnmenidimomVlaArtun townie. Gee nuns Sel ginko ecls wile dard wo Gone wie os Y 2220n * Salsa: 
JUNTA HONRTION ete I Mil le yee 2 4' k R  e | 7 
CARRE MCOUNEN 0S ester Oe ee one hk See eS Ae Cw siaee | 15,826 | 15,021 
Beat. Quitman, including Quitman tow. .....2...2- 442i eee eee wus | 2,492 | 2,521 
niin nUONUMee ets Sire aa Velie St 2 n/t 5550s oa eset e git ete | 395 | 410 
eat. wuubuta including Shubuta tOwM.......2 2s. .0e cece wee eee PATS | =A Be 
Slay tea vO wee onh ony Mahe bran On cis Tes wT arate bao a wag cheiaec DSO | 154 
Beat 3. Enterprise, including Enterprise town (a@)-.............:..6-- | 4,690 | 4,226 
CAL ee LMCLON per Cet cscs ae Rahs teas eas bees awd eld one |} 1,750) 1,050 
edumcomm Vrcxilos nas fre. a oNyae yc Meme ane earch, ales i'n bre kes Ba. erargiaheteos 2,779 | 2,900 
: OS TPASTAG GUN ENGrra el etepons) sek nike Roe ep acetic cy Goole a's ee ee em UE OS 18,607 | 17,367 
PSO ciall Pen ree tan, Say GS ARR siege cad gee Seed we ws eae § 3,006 | = 2,921 
beat wincluaine West Point town. 2/0. ie de a”. sea ee eee ace seas ee eee 5,913 | 5,251 
Wiest OlmUMbONyies: sn sccnact ors cote ite tye ctl cine aop oss fais gus “d mussoonee ne | 2,762 | 1,786 
LEYS Gi gaaecha als way oi aR 2 a 3,786 | 3,668 
Seater eMMMEE A ia Poave'k so aoa Ws A PEGA Recetas ke ees bibles Saw we ein 2,979 | 38,237 
FBG BS. vase. cacea pat a a ee ete 1 he 2,923 | 2,290 
CO ONRLONU AEG OMNI Macuser Mette a Oia cw ose e ald ava dee ratelecs | 18,342 | 13,568 
Beam eReE ere ne cae re eee eee asa os sles be pees tes a a | 2,480 1,744 
Beatyaincludine tM riar Point tows. sett 2.2L. dave eee eek | 4,456 | 3,333 
FTP 2:3 ERGY TOUT AO) 70 eNO eae sl ea Pe ec 674 | 676 
Beato, includine Jonestown Owls ii. aot ons. Ses kes whee XO ede bee oe | 3,908 | 2,919 
CIOS HONG IAIN WON 0 ees ie PR a lc) a | 286 | 147 
Bea inciudimoesClarksdale tOwilacs cee coe Ove dhe s < celave sone seta wees | 4,743 | 4,060 
Clank dalleatonmien Vani. od cdtiaes Wk Ee Mus seN ales A 2ee soak Oe emaracnl 1c ee 
JS EEH Ds-c:a 0 cls ages Old dig Oe Oe Re ORCS a Oe ere 2,750 | 1,512 
(CLORIVATE?: CLOUUDSTEIT asa arene ee ano a AR I | 30,233 | 27,552 
Beat 1, including Gallman and Hazlehurst towns (a)..............2.4. 6,237 | 7,518 
Beat 2, including Beauregard (a), Hewitt Springs (a), and Wesson towns. 6,030 0,023 
NWVCSSOMBLOWIDEP Ine tos Meade er em ene cece os wa ce tdee fee | 8,168 1,707 
CNR ee CE Ee Ls ye ene irre Le cay bene dalek fee adie edie | 4,659 | 3,882 
5 Cate Ee er crm. on at rsa ane oS oleae La aeee as cules  OAeOh, An) 
Beat/o; including!Crystal Springs! village. 0.25... 2. 2 ee ee oe | 7,880 |) «6.458 
Crycralmopmings: Villareia s\n cece hbo 0c tee wees als opel g97" | lo 

| | 

Y ONAIN CONIC OUINILYGHE ate tenes earache ee tice syns os lotsa A odo eos eal reser | 8,299 9,993 
Beat ela alias ULM. if 4 - eit tereery asc cists tials sree nis ee es pits feta | 1-830 1,164 
Bye 22.» WAV aRS Se Sk Mis te ah id, i A a 1.155 SYS 
Beate een Onod ave CLCCk, = pict waar yh cies nee ke he soe tte es Seems | 1,508 Vit 
dpternticd APN [rove irana Ofetsere c= 4 lien Ns ce tac th Oe His bel he nites |g er) 4255} 9) 1,913 
Beaty MO COMGmer ay ha terse ina acts vias c octetineae wenenis it aia! er 1,567 1,044 


a Not separately returned. 
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1100 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 
=a EN : 7 
MINOR CIVIL. DIVISIONS. | 1890. 1880. 
meaceeie tis 
DERSOLOLCOUN TY pe. einige on ohn eee aie e's, U8 5 Ok kl wrt sraunie ayy gaan ' 24.183 22,924 
Beat 1'(6), including Olive’ Branch villaget.0. (000 es eae 2h. ee | 5,960 6,956 
Olivenbranchevillgocees enema cee eer res eee ee ie eae ical a aee 199 13 
Beat 2; including Pleasant Hill’ towny(@jaas soo bs ate pied boo. Lee ee | 4,247 3,430 
Beato eterna tie ce Re er rae ear the Sate acer | 4,819 3,475 
Beat 4, including Eudora town............ ST crete at Mea we the MON Me _ 38,483 3,013 
1 OKO KOVAL WALCO Na clean CO ec Sallnteding aia Bo 2h chy coe ee aie Gg gaa a RIN LOG oe sis 
Beat 5, including Hernando city, Love (a), and Nesbitt towns........... 0,674 5,450 
VC TMU ONL Ve coh a A ee Ae ete te caeee eee eg oee ; 602 a53 
INGSDitt COW. ce Cee ee Oe SRS Y Pee A ess NN 152 V7 
| 
| BR SSUIS IDES SCG 0) 0 Dy ER MMMRMMRU Re cRNcE tc 3. ocean e | 10,424 9,729 
Beat 1, including Knoxville and Roxie (a) towns..............-- 02005 3,314 2,965 
LECOYEN AA NIT ON 0 ag re eR RO oe MERCY 4 A ea in renee | Oi cle eee 
Beat 2 including Hamburs town.(@) fiofaee i soho eo acc Tei c esse. | 4,626 2,040 
beat o,,1ncludine Meadville towm(@)titosa. i236 idee cool dade bole eS: ' 1,790 1,791 
Dean, BES Bastarache orem elie el acerca: a: ll oad a a ee ee | 1,847 1,592 
SO(n degra ee bap orem tinea tk a | 1847) - 1,84] 
GREENE COUNTY. cc sn. ccates Det te ONCE ch can eee eae et Os | 3,906 3,194 
Bedstead sonvillicss ci! meant Amen MO RS 0k ot sn ae rte ss eT d84 455 
Beate OAveuaiMe.. at. ct ok eee ee Tee os es ee oe eet Abe 940 942 
Beats. Wes NO vOMins, st att hoe Geese ieee, oh 1 Gluten bah Sow both he ea 957 672 
BeAU A a Vetmblee scar aurte Motwani ka aa cas ides aes Caden ete 845 649 
BCA Os SAM ton i eee eee EB ee Ett as on amet | 580 476 
Gumnamaycousty coho etek ae ee er eed tees tec oe TATA! | 12,071 
Bert 1 including Grenada town... .. oc. 5 sues becca ses cosa seule eeeae 5 | 0,005 4,567 
CEROMAGIE LOW ee oe cea cpt oie Ae MAS 8S Sn td aS lee SF 2,416 | 1,914 
LSet, ge, Rise tera enna et enaorcateeia tet sd Sansa N tk A a aetie : SeabaO haa eo 3,405 2,476 
BES TA Giese ccs, sarah bade sek Sita anda ind a8: ae er a a RP eae | 1,916! 1,604 
Beat 4, including Hardy Station ‘town'(@)-.. 5.0.7 LU | 2,058 1,634. 
IBGE Dy ts obeyed ds id hee RRO vi | cu) A RN OR ee Pe 1,942 1,440 
HENCOCK COUNTS (@)c tacit ante te ante loi tacedeee these cas | 8,318 6,439 
Beat 1. Pearlington, including Logtown village............ eee. cece ees | 1,598 BO] 
LE(GYeA won GaoNAA HII] lod Sarg teenie d enlace ns Bt A ae Ae ea a | 3538 50 cee 
Dene AGMINGEVNGh eens nase See cmt ress ot ee Se ete eta ehh bene Lee 1,295 
BOA ies iAcian A CHA acy Aecles cucpdice orkid ARM Eee Pe wba os Bude wardedualee ae wel 1,069 o9g 
Beata a OLOanenIvOl sso ace ih ce eens 2 Ne Se en eS ke Lene ee 1,143 SOY 
Beat 5. Bay St. Louis, including Bay St. Louis and Waveland cities... .. 3,095 2,430 
ay, Sl, OUISNClUY soos | NO ee ee Sha eLetter aE 1,974 1,978 
NIT I UPR ele ete Fifi i Pek 9h 0 id ae 452 
NATE Did, Srewts ulmi arte tio, we! soc al ee a a ra Arte 884 
NICD OLN aoe Merci tabla grit Sh: a i i A 442 
INVA RL SES Ste ad fs Fb) ROR sr 196 
NV GvOlanc Cli veweer tat etn Pete Nets SME Rt * + 9> one ina s A849 @8 2 328 
TUAHRISON {COUNTS Settee oir crance eh eee et Ste es 2 tt 12,48] 7,895 
Begin.) Biloxi, inchiadine? DUOxi“eltystietk thle soe SAE oN 3,539 2.061 
BiLOKINCIUVne Mee so trae eR SALES Fale hie he Pa ae Re #88. 3,234 Lodo 
AED GUS Bao ech ics GREY CRCA NERC Nee oN Ee eR RN tere 708 


a Not separately returned, 
b Pleasant Hill town returned as in beat 1 in 18so, 


ec Not separately returned; returned as in beat bin Isso, 
d Part taken to form Pearl River eounty ia 1s9o, 
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MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1101 
MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 1890. | 1880. 

oe ty 2 a | 

AVEO OAs reeds eran Serie nyimeere ocd: Lilhuai a 4S tena rR RI ae 1,074 | | 

Witt pe eee rae eters Met eee EERE se seis ve woe 6 hate 8 oe 489 | 

\iiiernicca ets Se sad tcc Pedra Ear ao chil ee ene eee oa Pe aa 963 | 
Beat 2. Mississippi City, including Handsboro and Mississippi City towns, 2,699 1,989 
an Gs POLOMOWIic sey cece Se eR gis oc Genie eo ain en noens esqoa| @ ABOeL aly 
IMGSSissiiopl Clty OWA cag ter PE MNRAS ac8% aha. 5 seinss cig ede Sle dy niw ets | od4 265 
Beat 3. Pass Christian, including Pass Christian and Wolf towns....... | 3,654 2,702 
Passa MEISUIAM LOWY. ie otters Map PN scosere’ Sibel ckieta, 4s atendiedie ac ~a ote le eee | 1705 | 1,410 
WVOLEStO Wants rae Bevan eects PPP SMC ea) t)sichehs ei ciswelierscs ony havens the | ATL Wess taniacone 4 
NBG atr eeu es tay at oe 2a aemareetene ee tee Ua st, a ipig a Pare ae baie cease eae | 606 
BCateOo erence so ents stata ate aie eeg ea teish aha onee bala ag demas be oes ake 927 | 537 
Cat) Deer, and Ship islands (€) 004 wos cece cca tte ce cone Sra Shera aweeete AD! 1 naps gages 
ReELINIDS COUN cee tess stash LEN eS, Coca 4.0 ee ous wa bd ane Gee | 89,279 | 43,958 
Beat 1 meludime Clinton towa (@)i. ace ec age essa es oa eareaee weg la Old Path) 
Beat 2, including Bolton and Edwards towns (a).......:...----.-++-6- 8,624 8,334 
Beate piace Utica LOW. Hae Sree: ctlaw ac fs cei seo se wea cea sell 6,327 | 8,237 
LOGICS ON eR sae tes a een a aE | 370 230 
Beat 4, including Learned and Raymond (a) towns................--+- | 6,403 9,121 
Meanned tows oh oko cee eciet w ce . RE DEY eRe nee RS. He | ba | aise es 
Beat 5, including Byram town (a), Jackson city, and Terry town (a@)..... | 12,164 | 11,093 
DAC KSOU MEM, Mam aastocyleciie een eens et D8 0 aals-« nw wine 9 Oae oalee | 5,920 5,204 

WAY Net Soars cn auaice veel VOR Aa a> 40. oes ees ale are'ee.o 1,298 | | 

To tame elalag te it ea a ee ed 2,098 | 

I/F o6 ate elena ea teaeeneThs AN Sn? r  rn a rree 1,126 

BV AEUB OL aed se cnn, Seen hu tsi iaahe MAUR Teel to Wire 'o ch dard asp 8 Shes WR 1,273 | 
EVO RMSE COUNDM AS aon cet Sister eia oe «= # os ebdustioragetey'h oom are eters | 30,970 | 27,164 
Beat 1, including Franklin (a), Gray Mill (a), and Lexington towns... .. 6,127 | 5,497 
NB SXAM LOM LOVIN oe eke creo ORM Rees Aa oka toca. 644i) boa eles Saeenase deh wee 1,075 | 798 
Beat 2, including Durant, Emory (a), and West Station (a) towns....... 5,813 | 5,044 
VT eMA VO NGM © ake neces eo ae ice ee a. aces arts cide alee te oe acta eke 1: A259 | 724. 
Beat 3, including Ebenezer, Goodman, and Pickens (a) towns........... 8,679 5,583 
Mi bom 6Z Gusto willie syeuen 7 pes Ee hoes clan sabc ood re 4 ee B.sidSilawie ae Vos piel. | oy dered 
GOO GM ANGLO Wilierates teases re un ete AES 5) 5.4% hw vce. 0 testo a. Han Rie web wee we She | ea | 378 
Beat 4, including Mileston and Thornton towns (a)............-222005 ig GO0l | « 4294 
Beat 5, including Howard Station and Tchula towns (a).............-- | 8,470 | . 6,746 
SSA Q MEINE COUNT: cy Neues Eta Me Suey sia 24 cine wees eney eos | 12,318 | 10,004 
Tien, Ihe ye adie opennetty Ree trend 5 5 ae erie ene AF | 2,258 | 1,400 
1EXOG Pheu csuty Bvt Anak tee Ranta Geet al ot hi a a rr SI 1,402 Lato 
JERSE PB ane 8 0 Ge Oc HPIG EIA Cone eo iO ope a a | 1,958 2,156 
Bears, Including, Maversville town (Q)e cas. s.s cess sacks sce anew oats | 2,084 | 2,189 
Beato, include Duncansby town (@).5.0°506¢ 0238 ite lle cade leke ; 4,171 | 3,199 

| | 
ASD AN ZAIIB Acs COU NG ial rash ie eee mere Gy cdots a tarchict eveasacl hs chiens’ sugncbor bec | 11,708 10,663 
BRUM etter et Wancoate ast dane heme rh nce Clie che trae oan aye bl eOLO | « eglos 
LOLS hakes SAAR ho Se UNUM aia Cee PAS ER A 3 sec cl gOS | a eeaoe 
LOXEFW 9) oe AB) O'S AY ARR rls vB Say Slater RSS RRR RR Sites at a 2,113 2,160 
IG Sipe nee ase Aor de ge Ba AG IRA AD |< oh gd A ETN Nn ANA 1,916 1,769 
UB Gali) ca tactic rac Yeas Suan aes iS coat amen Siac Us Ss 3 cia AG Croke ateonrmelclaeice « Ses 2,258 2,022 





a Not separately returned. a a 
é Not loeated to beats, 
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a Not located in beat, 
6 Not separately returned. 


1102 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 

Z = ‘ 
MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 1890. | 1880. 
| 

ACKSONSCOUNDVGEY he spas ane ae eter cw Se iaty ots 30e ah nds aunts we eat 11;251.,'' «7,807 
BoatelmiNortmoast yr ca he fee eae e at cleo esha atc'e baw comecits 1,156 d712 
Beaty Centralcg he. ce cls Mee ee ees a oe te ee eee Mune Mee 7dd 813 
Beatis: southeasty including Scranton town: 2:82.06 0 Sooo oe. od ce eae 5,228 | 3,604 

ICL AMLOMELOW artemis ee at eiecey Memmereneny oe ten NTL Sota aa Gate oe 1,308 1,002 
Beat +. Southwest, including Ocean Springs town..............-...-. 3,466 | 2,208 

OE ma OPUS) LOWE. Se tae ace mae eee Save fect ais. bth s Slipte ain sa etayar 1,148 S49 
IB SA tRO NOTE Vestry en ttn rt oannnde mre oc TN TT ee 635 360 
Hann Say) sasaetern ts neateps tetas eer eee a bess ecne sca bircesas harm no ater | |Log Galatea eras 3 

GG : | nan, 

SCENE MCOUNDY§ Tht tae ta eon Aenea tee Se er he ee eS 14,785 | 12,126 
[BOAt men Omer ts toe FRA MARR A TH Ss tote tte hee SR | 3,048 | 2,790 
Beat’ 2 "Northeast. of 63)2 3.2 BO Nels tinich Ace ed RR Rol ae ee A | 2,660 9.452 
Beat moOnmNOnthwesbtar ses Sia ee eee et caer sss sae oh! | 1,633 1,412 
IS CAURA ROOM MARESt eels sh! site cialetg emer aeieltys a Yala Sin 4.8 a'oe'e a Baie SoC ea 6 Ba | 2,940) 1,939 
Beat 5. Southeast, including Heidelberg town..................-.--2- 42,0087) 3.5383 

EicidelbercatOwn4 tats helmet eee oc Sansa sete Shed NS RE eed | 7h 0 ae ae 

| 
= == REA ae | 

TEEMERSON COUNTY 5 LAI SIR MOM ONE EE Arcee ek ts Re Pe | 18,947 | 17,314 

IN ee ees eee mee 3,409 

BUUE Ee Meee Ae ONS tT ee NA ete ee eo en ee Elis 4p¥29"|  -3is44 
Beat 3, including Fayette and Harriston towns (b).............0...-205) d,064 4,036 
TBXOEN Ba avscaast seer Rhine pragma Orne 1 ae yak a a I 25825 2,411 
Beato, including WhoOdvey OWN: cow. Me eee cecal ddac a lidlibial! | 38,953 | 3614 
NUOGIOV ECON MMC ett S a rs at ee i Se ead Le os aiaavn awe e aeeaes rh 4fO2.:) 733 

; ene t - | | 

TONESECOUNT Yee cece CoS NAR BNR PITS 6 fs Sark ht oo A Ek # tes | 8333} 3,828 
Beat Hilisyviile including Mllisville towm::2iiii:i..ili.i222biisiii ih) 7738" 381 

PllisvillentOwinn 1 t - et t A EAR rate fies tes TSS hes SE a 961 | 37 
Beato. waurel, meluding Maurelttown (0)... ...-.2.-isc6seliactialé: 2,963 1,297 
ned meUinalaern Serta tte ee ee aT eos Cre tree sed eek | 1,460 795 
Beate OOULNGASb: «ooo. a a tae vein nme mows 6s ede ant k dau oat wbecn O97 465 
Renta SOUnAWCStE Giat na | eRe ARM R es 2s fk PF ke Sess ae te tae t 1940 | 890 

KEMPER COUNTY ........ at Mere arte hee BD sais wenn rain GR .| 17,961 15,719 
Beat. Scooba, imeluding Scooba town"): i..i22 0.2.2 liiscal 4,663 4,362 
IBeRty gC ainosNilG as actas Sheen wee CMR NTS ot PE See Sf 3,516 ; 2,766 
Bemis NUCSCON EE eres Maran ae AN Sag ts se wee ches 3,412 2,860 
Beate apNGlis Stoney s ty tie ft Se ee EN Ee ste to ee ARE te 2,972 2,080 
Beato. We lWalb, meluding De'Walbtowas 2.002656 2 0020262 3,898 | 3,146 

Dewitalimtowiecei etek e tke Sees aA See ees kt PE a Re ae 

en | 

LTAD AE TRERC OUND Vamctiy.) 5 eater ER eT en” ENO 88 AS oN A Ae | 20,553 | 21,671 
Berta siarclucine*Oxtord! erty + stir en tee st A Ne to sae a 8s ase 4,953 6,121 
4 ala (ONUNAF ic: cP Oia SLID DEERE ENG Oc: OOOH RE a ee a Pl a 1,546 | 1,534 

(ib FP ¥5 o'tpn wheat coe hyena cal eh Se a la a ia le ate ea 2,321.) -2,796 
Beat 3, including Abbeville town (b)..........-......... 00. see ee 4.996 | 5,618 
Beat 4, including Ray lor towinG)e on tro ARR OICRRY RONDE RIO te ih 4,018 3,662 
Beato emeliidinote sis tOWM (Own tke. ch Atk kee eee ee ees 4,65 3,474 
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sath ns 2 su ce oa anon iene peak : 
MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. | 1890. | 1880. 
ald tice Ne ice aesiee MA elS beanie z th st sis io fee a eased 
HAUDERDAUELCOUNTYG PO ean er coe tet ee teed eRe ee eh 29,661 21,001 
Beat 1, Meridian, including Meridian city.-....... ATE AS Mr t ane ee ae 16,925 9,110 
Wenidianveitye 2 jcc Ntraminnicae ae Se BNA Runs Sade Sy Ren eA Pt 10,624 , 4,008 
Wiatcolrlirrcccrr. cu Restate AIR ek ees ee flak tse ed ean tana a hi see Dahon 2 S47 | 
Ur 1 NPR CNE Che Ker AONE ante ea 3h a oa, yak So) 2,141 
ANUP La A oie Si aaah th be 3h Ao ar a A 3,078 
NV ATUL rn rec DOR ee ee ERE TNE EAs hae 1,815 | 
NILES SY le Ase aga a elt or 0 nA A ae al a 1,243 
Beat 2. Lauderdale, including Lauderdale town...................... | 3,071 3,980 
PAM On@ Alem COW sce feiss ee maa ts Oe anole hanes ake wise was Sake 322 | 266 
1 Byeeeito pa bea DPR UCI Ve rae Reem le a uy 2 RL 3,341 ; 3,080 
[Been fee i einer ayes TG Te See tae! RP ead ea ea eH a | 2,610] 2,650 
iBeatiorelurricameOreekes ei cle E at Si thet ohc iia oe ade | 38,214 | 3,081] 
MGANVRENCE aCOUNTSIIN. ck eos, cca eee eee ee aed Lond h des ae oe vit2sr8 i) 9,420 
TBYOUEE TL cst osha a a SO i tt Sh reg Re en eR | 2193 | 2,088 
IBGE 2 a oli sR CR RR a Te a LA | 076.1 852 
TBO Bie ace, cuchict BUR a pam Nat oes 7 ot a eo a A | 2,020] 1,468 
TBE 2g le eg oR Se OE SR iho 4,480 3,008 
Beattie een er ct! os ee Rt er te Eek: Sok chee. | 2549 | 2,014 
WGBAKE COUNTY « 5 <aja c%s siakytleacsote nls hoe Oe Rhee hess te ae. en ae mm SRA | 14,803 13,146 
Beat 1. Edinburg, including Edinburg town. .................... 3,465 2,392 
RIGO MLO NVM te an, 20 wreente wat al tee tne 5 ew L Oe ene ee | 123 vere: 
Beat’ 2° Carthage, including ‘Carthage town... 2.2... ce ee ee css] 83890 3,897 
Ce NEVES WO 8 a ©) | 322 | 285 
Beata e MUM OMASTOW I. .(.-0) 5S iscets scien sleuc.d bends se save} ob tee yew so | 2,276 2,066 
eae ae COOMEELOME er ers Me oN eet Vis Se aay ale ON seer PEW ee 1,980 1,800 
Beat 5. Walnut Grove, including Walnut Grove town................ |: 35692 3,031 
DValnutverkOve LOW.) cca tecttnc Net enh ess ba Sas Pilon eae ea obsassl 166 Soran 
GTEC OUND Nps ci. eck ahs eae Se eee dete So) tte lahate on et ath waar oaths | 20,040 | 20,470 
Beat 1, including part of Baldwyn town (c) and Guntown (b)........... | 3,641; 3,717 
Beat 2, including Birmingham and Saltillo towns (b).................. | 3,015 3,064 
Beato sncludiney Dipele: tOWMs 0 icc ca ir ween ee ee geen Sed awed oa ae | 5,095 4,692 
A Dwjaredlay tranny She I Aca eat ae ee | Lavi 1,008 
Bede lnc lui eV Croma COW: vy as eis clsle e's s/s 's‘als's's esl e'o'slu olelhe's ieews | 4,053 Gt 
AV/STOM A SCONE eee acetates Sena MI) SUS SNM FOE Te ah ee | 465 | a9 
Beato, mcludineswanuon town 2/0. ei fjels ates e's ca'e's we wete eel as ee a 4,236 3,820 
SUM ORELONVIaee meet LR SM AO tb ott + nl a Bi Go ety | 329 232 
IEEE HORED COUNTY Oh oc Steet ee eae at oan ats a alee atoniane Suate chatey' 16,869 | 10,246 
Pe ater in rasce sree iced... 5 eat ahem this Gila! dials dae ahd Blwelacd ¢ Sghwie dd eae 3,241 1,S64 
SERN cn ARR? 6 fo AF ae ORR RE Os aka a a 3,537 23213 
Beaters, mcluding Greenwood tOWl.f.0 0. Coote oo bel ale eee oe ss 3,954 2,117 
GirecunnOOU Ow mnt. (eeniits enn, te ares MYR PE AS Xo PA ts phe eens 1,055 308 
LICE Ct 56s 0 0 BEM ar ra a MRR crt Ei leg aM Rl aga IR Se aE RDS te ee 2,875 1,065 
Beateincindine tordonwtowm. /42). 02208 22525 28S) oo esas seek 3,262 2,02% 
SCLOMMCOWII rte einai seers Soksls eee SNS SE Peasy Temstataenee titre | WOE cts Shee 





6 Not separately returned. 
¢ Not separately returned; in beat 1 Lee county, and beat 3 Prentiss county. 
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MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 1890. 1880. 
MIN COUN COUNDY: Birnicde SARE Lettie s Giais.c oo eee e oe ee Sel ee Me eels | 17,912 | 13,547 
Beat 1, including Bogue Chitto and Brookhaven towns ..............-. TATA 5,733 
iBoruerChitto towns Wa Cw secs ss lease oa eed weirs ayeeled 300 | 143 
STOO AVOMPHOM DN... Uses os steiner ee LO aah ae wie uerelsl edge aden a plioveas | 2,142 | 1,615 
IBedtae dt: ty wits Cie eb in erat Ee che howe dOs a baka eaees | 2,064 )° 1,821 
Beat aaet « tepd Asa Rath latars. aaa uscd AV atonlird ows {622+ él 2,4237\%\ 1,455 
BGAN rise rene re heey acc ahr Oey Ae ete lc Us ENE ace Sd, hitachi eel bg Sb G's wa e's 2,181 | , 1643 
TEX SE OS a, Gi SAR in Oe EIRP OREN PA on er A a 4,119 | 3,395 
MSOWNDESECOUND Yaat So ance ee eae nis eos SA opin a ts ta wok Mahone 27,047 | 28,244 
Boaters es crits (i sa os st Be et ANd pire aes ( 4,762 
Beat.2,imeluding Columbus. city. 2.68 ee ieiye kus as eae e euewas || 5,519 
Columbus, city, (@) tacp Rainy: ata s co yiosis ot 4 oe sd ee ee tae 4,559 [| | 
NV Gas CUsl pes citer 2 Se ok ok OE RS ds hay Bou ga5s 716, | | | 
Vic Lee csene oe cate hh seek ape ee Deis CS Ue tea 2 605 || ee 
Wie OMe hake tere: (IMME oe ony oy 5 goa pte fe { 
NIM CETCG NAL 3 Dia ee SER Rg er a 1,579 | | 
VAM OE gah cree Gate an tee eee Oe Bias Siaace de els ds 3038 
VSM OMM (osteo hod ou Mten e he oak d Bachata 552 | 
Meat LOR ae Mee cto s tes coals Me Say Sigal am Ate ws eiae os eae oeee 3,649 
Beata imcludime Crawford, town «<< 2)2cjs,0.0,0eghceceis bo le4 3,0 ofe.6.s,3a0e, eoscice ae 5,080 | 6,056 
OraWOT GLOW Ih cee oe ret Re eat a Ec oo a aoe 225 | 304 
Beat 5, including Artesia and Mayhew towns.............. ae ee 6,764 | 8,258 
Aaitesiastownn, -tocnteaclte ge Wace tae cess cb bse woes kn cadencacdle, “SLBM 150 
INT etal ipa O Wiplhgerng. 5 555) es oe oapone co ny aeripapect gets rk povestes Osa ils aU B ean ns 6 dd. Beas LOGS. -. 19% 
AMMAN ES ONG OU UMass lok als Se es okey cee Ss. se, aah ae uated 27,321 | 25,866 
Beatals moeludime;Cantonyeitya dy. teagye VO f-- ase os oie o dee k a echece me | 8,647 | 8,597 
CantOnncibypal a... <4 <s25.0050 20 PP He eh a als kts eee | 2,131 | 2,083 
Beaty2s Nermonsineluding Flora town. <.).je.5.2.0<0deea.0, 00 ej ae techn eee es | 3,615! 2,978 
BEMB oe nto vo Tn ee ah ee Sea, Ag Nee AGS np caaicd oe ba Gua MY ate eae I ah oO care eer: 
Beats bln IMSS VOM ctor! oD cies .- so ayederse oeecdcar acute Beedle sn Je tive eee ineceeeoeaysl. Oka aao 6,002 
1 BIG REI 4b PISO VG Oh akc es Oe ER Se PS cy do | 4,018 3,360 
BSE VOY (CET 0 MaRS IN Sno hhc a ee | 5,262 | 4,929 
————— | 
PVT ONMCOUN EN £ (C0) Sr ou Sit on Mee RRR Ne oo i suena asbaue usps | 9,532) 6,901 
Beata including Columbia town (0) 150.25... c.6- cee h eae cseasaawaewus | 2,058} 1,659 
ACE Re Mere beret aes occ on eae eee OSE e.g ia ls wands and he eaten | 2,061 | 1,267 
IB eAt 4d. Seeweyore cities a. <eiseloig eke oes abu e das s «oboe oe kde Rew | 14g, 1,167 
TRACES, tA GINS ae Are Fe | 1,825 | 1,447 
Beaotinciuding Purvis town... :cee séee es ecw dace scees ewes Sage) , alee 1,361 
nis COW. ous Gta ectip Sal QB «cee cte 
= | 
NAR SHATE COUNTY. ccc. soe Se aes oo Slee kod OEAeH Reds | 26,048 | 29,330 
Beaty inciudine Holly" Springs) (Cityerhateeres 22 See Ae es ee we bebe a dels | 7,859 8,823 
LOMAS EMU UOKPVAE Sco Vcr tains Jit ansisheluias Giylan 4 id's ea eM ewe twa c | 2,246 2,370 
Vad DERG: JU ats ecto neg Sees ee ARE Res Bis 5S ee ga 486 | 
BVAAT ic. spe neroree Cock cee MS OI re CRE BOA te ay en 377 | | 
WiardhorAtan Meacrrt tani tvi sss oS ates Ch oboe eda eceals 366 | 
NIN es AY 0h Rel gn ue a Of a 452 
Wierd Oty dinoe Stoncttai CONE eis 2 «is eas oe cd wee ails signe 565 | 








b Not separately returned, 
d Population in 1880, 3,055. 
@ Vart taken to form Pearl River county in 1890, 
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URMOTRS OF MISSISSIPPI, 1105 
MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 1890. 1880. 
Sl EN sae ete ads 13 
Boat ec includinesMounbePleasamt towl. ..2. J... ..0-s0g0cers sees ees « 4,135 6,393 
NMountwrleasamt cowl sar a8 srecetisyoh oon es ti 2 3 o's ste bes eee ee Gs 110 135 
Beatro, imelndine Byhalia towiiec ued isc cu es ce su hse dw lee ars sea we ses 9,926 6,028 
sal QA tonite tnl aero mie ae e at eee hcl ain oe side sa enoysiatislave aie aoe es 474. 3465 
Beat 4, including Chulahoma and Wall Hill towns (b)................. 4,797 4,546 
Beat 9, including Bethlehem, Potts Camp and Waterford towns (b)...... 3,726 3,040 
NIGH OLMCOUNDN «Nesta cen ER Nat cae Raat, cot asda bee eee 30,730 28,553 
Beat 1, including Amory and Cotton Gin Port (6) towns............... 4,208 3,098 
PAULL OR MEOW as Sant nd ate a VE Meat ine Sina cw an Sie wa ies glare & TOO. Vaionds ees 
ECAR Serato ah cela, ky onan RMP EON IM aes aicate bis La HiE te te Sat | 3,285 3,092 
| BREE: 3c Sapa mR er aca en Sh Saran br 4,374 3,517 
Beata wincludine, Aberdeen City.) 2 iiinculec sc fen cube. eee es vee bene deus | 12,576 12,456 
ENS SY SIO KSLETIN (OTHE RES Ml 2 PO | 3,449 2,339 
Ry Nicrclmlers Weta oie tapes are eM cey nee oak ate aes 22 wees wie «nee wears 410 | 
VEER! Zeek a SENS USO PA ta 1 ete 320 
NVicun Cee Tae RS ae Oey Ee ee Rs Ses ara aa se ges wate 4 738 
IVa Gh estan ete ice aici att nie ener tS Mare Soi stsae dg he Se 582 
NITE 20) SSE SRR Re CR nN ee aan 622 
AY LAG) a Pas «aio HR Pm Tit | 
Cate Pete crete ayy ome e aa ee LR Ca Se Oe ah 6,242 5,935 
IMONTCOMERN COUNEW Ain 1 vas iemibaus at sap oe aie se tee deere kes | 14,459 13,348 
Beat i, Winona, ancluding Winona town... ee 0,482 4,496 
WWAMOMURLOMM Sins fa oa oie maa eis Gem ot cea bees a eieoe beets 1,648 1,204 
Beat 2. Duck Hall, including Duck Hill town. 0.006000 Je ede ee eb. 2,661 2,187 
Deleon acc sath eae MOG aw An eee ok em ee eee LS 332 1] 
Beabo. Wodi, mcludimp Lodi ‘town (b). 2.0000 0020 i Se ek 2,128 2,046 
edie ome aval: gt. ana aeons cece Ns oro ee tae, a eeind te 2,098 1,666 
Dede mh Oplan Oreck nn gach ener aver week essen ea sceueemeeey 2,090 2,393 
INE SHOBAR COUNT Wercariac anjce esa toryeeersils: cay cee a tine Daa e es Lites 11,146 8,741 
etal ewe RG eH OMG. pect A go Ge ta ssa eve een goatee eta. 2,390 1,602 
Came MC OSE eer ete ae ac 200 te A cea pe ein Oo nee A oe a eR 1,427 992 
iBearome MOcwelesas sions cc came nee neces peeme dees Cee e hs | 2,345 2,051 
Teen bl VTE Rais 0 Ae” eh a CIs |e oko a a | 38,408 2,698 
De App OMI OVEN A 6 Fan ccs ota Cr ee ahr crteasiens 2c GSO e ee Sete es | 1,576 1,898 
INTE NYEO NiACOUINEDY, otc! a stetta ates M AMMOMPRES, Mode one rcs apc cus! et ane Seis esse GME deouslsiedites 16,625 138,436 
LGVORRAA IL aca hd eel SPR es RRO NN CAP ag Re 3,157 2,596 
DS Gallia epee et aan ete peighrn ss eee eos RS as. vias pie: nlcare nerey einen ee Nara wate 2,798 151 
Caine meaner ever emer sete sins tee Ma oa 6, a seo. Sian ts Bae WE Sale 3,362 2,744 
[BSE GA APE ORs PER c: Big ROPE Regn SP NEMSREG Bee ee et a i 4,107 2,995 
IBIGERIE 1D) NTE BRS 5 ee) ESR haa een dea ah | 3,241 2,950 
ee | 
IMO INE CONN Bea ce ee ener Gass sete sts a's ob tise andicull 27,338 | 29,874 
TST I te Sea A ere eR Rielle teat eane ty al Aaa ae Ee ARAN AA | 7,684 8,609 
LOVEETE 2 oie so SIUM Soret MRI ASP en hs SO a ie eaten ale rete Aare 4,533 L531 
Bea omIMoluGimne: Macon TOWN i.e yi. et ale. va ee oe os wes steele ce sw 5 5,009 6,351 
INATGVGOVON TOK NAN “cue ot Bacchi or ee Gite 2 a RT PRR a RR nen sieecenE 1,565 2,074 
SO Ale ULC NIG on SRC AL OUR CONIN fr iakaiaoi. wpe ays chs Wid a) b tees crvileyal ays emia a 4,509 4,938 
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1106 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 
MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 1890. | 1880. 
| s 
SHUM LOW ML acc seen O ery vamlstans ole ald sire hae hae Soka Adele dee 601 | 3D2 
ibeat.o. tacludmmo Brookwlle towa soca .awewn vse css ceasarasrahe 2. | 4,803; 5,439 
IBmOOLVINO WOM DPD ats Ae terete eatadenis ey ec halay dala Yate Atle Ad BANS I uzeod | 284 
OXTIBBEHAs COUNDN agi abe Natyies cha ciget en ioe ne was be oa Mal en eee 117,694 | 15,978 
Beat w including Starkville tOWN .(Aliarcciac te oct oea eed od yee es | §,429 | 4,105 
SLALK Ville stO ws. ive hts. Sk Eee REC RPO ciacet areal Pace ao eles id, i2oat 1,500 
NUR career Ua Secor vie ts ese ew ey ey Aloacon es dpronty am babs aN era ale bah stots areled | 8,174 | 3,506 
J EYEE BN) SUR RRND REISER. PaMraar WEED ONE RFA nh ea ad cuseae Hans reNicteten rate tne LCA | 2,685) 1,871 
Beate IMOMGIN Ge SbUE GES: CLOWN «i secee sian; cxsstenrtceersanenadercrartstote tata a els. < ob | 2,885 | 2,161 
SUL O CR NLOWMl i. chev ace c.tend SMM So Sk Ga doe ee 44a 4 bees ase ZOBn is: = sexe 
HES A ee ec ca is Pre ce eT rag pes eat weds, Sedan oty vaeicl TOGA Cats 's 4,021 | 4,835 
skh = | 
DEVAN OAC CO WINT epee ee rot al pete ere eee CL Say coy. aaun shu Ratcushenent ta tatte ool 26,977 | 28,352 
Beit: i eincluding \COMOtOWN..... ccuageivencn ce sceenesatexvarehetde | 6,508 7,867 
COMO LOW a onege ts  SR ACPA AN Ee netomat ee tee SSE ET 178 | 149 
Beat 2, includime“Longtowm, town (O)s. a6... eee eed oe gc a celle 4,484 | 3,627 
Beat 3, including Courtland and Pope towns (b)................0.24-- 4,328 | 4,177 
Tekan, 255 Conse ena he panei ee age ee 2 Sea a ns 4.1Deal | D,dat] 
Beat 9, including Batesville and Sardis towns... 2055.2... .0.c.sc eee 6,905 8,010 
Batesville tOwa. 5 isso sans Coy he ese treet eat ON | 705 | 442 
Sunchs tO wale MeN Avesta wis OM ERIS Mok Gai HASLER ESE Lees 1,044 | 986 
PERU AVIV ER COUNDY (C)i. cunuus ayeeesns code rneetardase diets: | 2,957 
Beste ineuding Poplarville tOWi.ccouqcsns seeds tecdesantiratsds J | DOG whe ate ean 
Roplarvalle: COwnl i. ota, utiacedm umes siete oak an rd PERSE eee DOS sete Beatstesees 
1 SKS NE As Eee ae RE er Re” ee ee BOGvla et. cogs 
TESCO BS os Sees ae Rae RN OA CNA ee ERE ee eis tay (')5 70 ene 
TEYSEB Caprese AAR, a Ra an ERE scp SIN he ea aR RD 2Gaw\eese cia. 
BORO ee tensions ins Seach cab ycyare PRY RSET MN ans ooras cn sraycratetehe'alelea lalate a e's! e's OSs e- ae « 
IESE WAC OLINIEN 6 6 & coat 0 a8 e.0.% icin du egnidg buseca over antee te Linens totatars te tate tatete eats 6,494 3,427 
Beata MUOUSTA chitin. tin chndppen PA et ee LOW Recs. cccer se ceissen 1,204. | 885 
Beat 2: Monroe, including Hattiesburg town......<s<.-éssienbodiis.: 2,375 90 
Hates PULSE LOWIN so op 6 ity t OMA ec ek Geek nese ante SR Ub ERT SLO! ae alae Ms 
Bedteon PANAMA ime ahcleare a 45k 2 5.0 WARRIOR as as awe ba Ka Sea Gawd or | 690; 1,005 
Beat amnOMpsOMe reel. 2 oc race puree Meee eee oa net eeSe Ree St: | * 2,122 | 670 
Beato, Black Creek xi... flaotarniiee See. eames VEO e ssc cccls ELLOS als 
IP TREC COUNT NAS OMB aC ah cus OMA MOC ee eieroa So Snes AA Rae oak | 21,203 | 16,688 
TEicait, Iden; Lataes pattie tA Rn Neen) 12-7) em eee A | 3,807 | . 2,961 
PCat rs ee ah Es oo ices cans y pea eRe SS. 3,605 | 2,608 
Beale Orr sak Reve Ota, Ae AR oct inka earree het ete ae. 2,458 | 2,084 
Beat 4, including McComb City and Summit towns. ................. 7,210 5,863 
ME cComnly City eons, tas yh tha orate CBE bapoj ous, snarsees oy cecs sranetarer tenet detains ele ae ss | 2,383 1,982 
UTM LOW Mc cette ices naa nh us PNRM an os Sold Eo aida ce seine ses s| DGG wee 1,008 
Beat 5, including Magnolia and Osyka towns............. 000. ec ee eees | 4,123 3,172 
PVT, LONGING cals otis desegcurucyscens sped ve Aovsuciucueecdeaevet onsite hehs te tens ohana ts “OnGe} 567 
DS Vbe LOMA atte das npc tar CONE EEG ek RAE HAUS. EMRE LS A | 742 42 











b Not separately returned. 
¢ Organjzed in 1890 from parts of Hancoek and Marion counties. 
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MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. | 1890. | 1880. 

nn =o x —e — —— ___—— eee ecaare e | 
IP ONTOLO CEC OUND Yc. pine een ery eens Sia cutie ca a Se ES Bee, | 14,940 | 13,858 
Beat 1, including Sherman town............... 002.0005 ee ae roe | 1,933 2,379 
ISL OVEN IUMEED MA TON WALD URE aeY Wises oll mei sitet He ie eR a eT Ro es | 49} AGT S 
Beate e Wee PRR Sc Reon ROSA ROE tie ee LN Ae Ee hak buts, | 2,416 | 1,932 
Beat imeluding); Voccopola towms a... cu. oeiec csc om meee os Ree eee ad ~ (ty 8086 |i 2IAT? 
Migccopclaiouacee er een eee et ecis on heed OO! 1.2 2eEh 
Beat 4, including Chesterville (6) and Pontotoc er ae a oe 3,812 | 3,801 
ontatoe tomes a's ce Me beat net okes ses sacetaedl 53d | 447 
Beatio, uncluding Troy town. ...:. acne vohels eos oe PEAS: See 3,693 | 3,269 
HER OW IRONVIRN cle Guia nc) ae ine oar erase ese raeeh aloe ow goeleSnlats kiln ake bate a S 1D | Lhe. 
PRENDISS COUNTY: Qi.c cut alee hs bol ode a ols e's e's she sks vtotaters’t ns « PRO ROaD’ | 112858 
Beaty including Booneville ‘tows... cece tee 2 eae eee hele te eee alain 23710 | | 223827 
BCIOCIEN/ AIT 2oh\-a 0k 2 a aaa ee oe a asa, © ae: | 603 
Beabiey town, Lary Mes bP yc on sank daisy Gtlcs bo bob diss slo's Aisle eles oP mgg823 | 4, O22725 
Beat, 3, including part of Baldwyn town (a) .2..0.6 00. oe ee ee Sd ee | 8,808 2,939 
Beatits including Manietta town (0) 0.00... eee eek d ba ee were bees ede | 2,401) 1,911 
ee mnie Mnrriiien dave teh elec laren cts bathEh RELA tho 2,449 | 1,756 
OUINAN JOOUNTY oh. arc e hee sane eng cane nae aie ell alte oh wed 3,286. | 2, 417407. 
I eee ss teyae te aos quest tid eth 8, Sat pad yds Prcapenei alls Bown Eiiobt aspen eee Buen es 445 | 194 
beates, including Belen town. <<. 0.a.cuas avdewies Seeder ee teat eas s aly CARZ2D | 834 
Pelen OW Ms Oe ce soe ate e Men 4 cei gise 24s suka Be eee eae hd 184 (2, 1d7... 
SCG, UE ee enn Reel Sb ale oe ne Sea re ee Ee Bt ee 700| = 487 
TEASE AUR ae a og Re a mR PC)  C a eere E 22 0 | 242 
Oat pie eter ee oe ido eRe eis wind ate Fea Le Rohs DE eee | 473 | 200 

a, | 
US)RIS SIN 60310) 0 1 Sg on eA GR a ee | 17,922 | 16,752 
PCat MPM tems Orel t cer 8 ergo. dis-si-diw dsyerdiw boone seis eed yk wl be be Mie Be | 4,885 | . 3,549 
Beat '2, Brandon, including Brandon town.........-.. 000s cece eee ees | 4,025 | 4,195 
Brandon Cowitotig: tryyasce Sad eaceaeecsdi el lel ied siaiasstevs | 885 | 864 
eae LATINO: ois oc he ee tate cw tet eoetteeusse & | 2,831 2,926 
Beat 4, Pelahatchie, including Pelahatchie town.... 2... 0.2.0... 000005) 287 13. | 982.574 
Pelanatehie TOW iss a1. cede nee ne entactsattl kéges tee Se BA 139 | 117 
iBedvior Catowincluding. Cato town.(b). .. 2 2.02 6a ce ele ee cs ee ee eda 3,858 3,508 
SCORMRCOUND Mee ty dtee ines oa ed aR Me wate d wade ese lal AOE MEE EG oon 11,740 | 10,845 
Beat 1, including Forest, Harperville and Hillsboro villages ............ 3,230 | = 2,787 

Honesty Wage. Me witaie bec faba wicca acca she ys hehe bet hasteteens ed SAT | AAT. 

iHManpenville: village... cu. Soke a sees teed odds gi testi sree aon | 138 TAG... 
MN SbOnOpvittae Bet cok we ate ay gases ke Js oe elo ee es tae ae a ie: ae 
Best cep eigen oG sain o Raa eee el. hades Cateiadeass shud | 1,998 | 1,614 
Beattdineluding Morton village (6) \..... 0.000 ceee nner esse cceens 2,838 | 2,829 
SC aS NIN Artes Berycys coc cs so chun aina éfone sm babante nea b eee s ht dhne He D044, 7 141,982 
eat wynncluding, Lake village (db)... .e.. 0. RELL D ib kee anak we oe 1,820 | 1,683 

-— | 
SOEUABIGE WAM GOUN INTO 5 <loaiaucie'sicue’ Geis orc fajave Sic ies wise eae anda seh tatlat On ecules 8,382 | 6,806 
Bef, DES ene GOL rae te Ge Mes TC WY, eS te ER a ee | 851. | o43 
Bea On sek anne eer tio) RUE rene een i }1,241 | 749 
Beat 3 ae | 1,185 
eee (Gass REET re Ee EE ARETE TITY 3,200 | Pa 
Beat 6 NI MN char cres tere Ton I Mer cddi's aSrensgosevmasrinee stems Geo meee 3,090 L574 


~ aNotse pi arately ‘returne ls “tn ‘beat. 3 Prentiss | c sounty, and beat 1 Lee county, =. 
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MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. | 1890. | ‘1880. 

fF ‘eelgans | 
SSCs TE EEK OP) LOGIN Te Og 10,138 | 8,008 
Beat*Pasien sou cc AB TEARS ae ee Komi) dates cig Soc RE A a a | 2,042 | = 1,488 
TESTED Macatee et oak Has UIE eR sti tases Peas Se I} 136022'> — 1,067 
Bee ie Pee: WRN Wnibe arn e F ONT | 3246} 2454 
Beate eee ea MON esse wach or alert viet A CMe bea ace u dia saded Swale Sas |; 1,255%} 1,209 
Beat 5 He ue. HME SMP Erte ates ss cs. desi be eistameeiy Ayeeor |; Let00 
SME COUNT N get Gcucerc ee are ee RUM mea beim ore foe eg ave, a ace © Bade 10,635 8,088 
Beam lnpe mem at centetrs seottianth ial aia a \eemne pas te, a wos es oe Min Ss Wieinje Gigi Ah. BROMO 2,603 
TRG Phas! fio SiR cro 5 ne Ran ere ERR ELE rea er | 1,441, 1,054 
eae OMe Greeters oe a hee < hiz cei ee ee oR e oalaee aca eie | 1,970 | 1,439 
TBrern, o as St aoe edit i RnR RPA HALE 2h ty ae ge oC | 1,863, 1,784 
eataomee ce ba ater. ey, OMA en OS ed eS Pais 1,785 | 1,258 

ae oT | 
SUNFLOWER NCOUNTTA(C) RT STRN iN ROE ee a ce eek nace eeede's | 9,384 | 4,661 
Hnaianala tow mam beatia)asgs2.cr ashe Phe Thiat ili .ci lee ede a saoes DIT ceaihes sais 

| 

| 
MUA ATIA CHIE MOCOUN TY... c0.xs0.8s cane? Nahterettete elaecs es oie s'2 6 oh ae on kolo Bes 14,361 | 10,926 
peat jneludinemanrison town4{O)e PIS ee cc ee eee wees 2,497 | = 2,282 
Beatecsncludine Charlestom town. fc. 00002 66 ee ce oe ee ee ee | 8,070). 2,407 
RO DAVIES COM, POW Misasnex-eccestiaatorete'stahettatttee slots ess a's eae 8 8's 6 5 04 6 a) se%e 08 | 412 | 368 
Torah: ho Sah aghge aioe As che ee Re SE OR a At cr a eee 3,729) 2,957 
TERE Ae oi Gey lee ar ee eee UR PO Rea a en S113") | 2.167 
PCat ROMP eee te Gs ones Ee nee en LA w+) oaal's w 4.0 SAS wa NESE | 1,952} 1,118 
MABE COUNT VE acco hx, 50,8 Ge Ue RE REO Niels a ae oo eis a ele ee aa deed ale 19,2537) 18,721 
pi Game IE ey Recs i Laan e a on at Ree tas ot oh a ok s fos nee) Stew aie Galea 3.0192 3,163 
Beaty2, anelug@uno,Avkabutla town S.. 2.000280. ee kee ce ee es |, 8,073 | 2,648 
AG abu laghOW MMi. <n eave ste PROP Ii iat ccc teee es oe (\ PASO sh 
Beato, ieludine, Coldwatertown ss: i252 0020062 l oe ee ee este c ee ee | 4,081 4,106 
COldALCREC OMNI «erict mn tm wt te Se a ce ok pyle bobo oes gee we 518 397 
Beas meludine Senatobia towns +... i. wet es wee wee cee ee ee ses 4,161 4,457 
SC ALO ALONG re ew swy cise 5 meme erat ce Care he sh Saqieianady ate | 1,077 935 
Beat: dae iets MeyENEN, sow wae ates Ne aid ko aie a ee ea 4,219 | 4,347 

are | 
DTP PAH ROOLN TY WW MRHOEY) VILE bho SLI Sle od ke sa cew es ee | 12,951 | 12,867 
Gate mapa GAUGE cao choses PAMPER I ode Cece d soba evinnd « | 2835 | 3,047 
Beatecsimeluding Ripley towm::::222¢$0¢ $5550 Lib li lll cece cee | 3,923 3,687 
LEU ON AAUONV I pg Ag bsvonapatinc nA or staReM SOLAR MUMO haha at ert Sig's ss 4-01 @.0ro-9. ener Siwae » «8 | 574 | 637 
Beat.o,including Blue Mountain town: (6)... oe ee ee es | 2,762 2,642 
SCAR a ON Re tied Oo oc Cb bee Reise Sens OS's PRG ae ew waa emiae 2h OOD 1,741 
Beato: Waynes eevee 1 wn ete sR Gd Oi ine suisse rac maintain Meenarece | A788hho 1,750 
FETS EOMUENGOHO@ UNDG 9 a on se shot staat Sat Sy Ree eS yo ssi sia.o. 8 en wes eS es Se | 9,302.) 8,774 
Berti, meludmio-pnaka, town. <s02: se ete Stilt wack ce seewad wes | 2,946; 2,932 
AAC ONE PRM eck chcn vce. cise ech te NS Ow ta wea ie suave ole meritiae | 1,019 845 
BeateZunclicdunowisurnsville, towns. chi eae cee ce eee doe eee | 1,848 1,999 
PUCHSVULSTLON MME. «22 bsrts he fo h4 2 ESE L535 Boise ka sr ae oe waren eel 318 240 
1 BYE I CMe Nt Gan 0 Conca. io CRELSCOLALOL LLL hur apt ub ie iewdbi gh SO 1,150 
Ga fee acuta Roe nroNcetaret meee me ene crsyetc c's «cis ae 6» Spe‘ dendguaaaadatreon aia | 1,732 | 1,388 
Cait yaa aranaeeee ee PMMA. Ts eee ie lreda meses lah 6 cob ase wiachin wide’ Siete too © | 1,587 | 1,359 
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MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 


1890. | 1880. 





—<s — | —| —-——___—_— ef 

FINUNTGABCOUNTM cc eer MUR dag oie bcp aha Siler w ce bya lave s aol Gia os 12,158 8,461 
TRXORIE Tho Sih dae Reels ae ae eae le ne) 70h a ae aa 2,867 | 2,060 
Beate-mincludime Lumica tows 4c vasisutecie ise Kayes Sek Slee wee 2,102 | S49 
MUI Se hOW. Mats cc ran ote a: ae RR Ryd Kyles a) outyal'g Sys 4,0, 5,5 de wr ain na ees | NOS cs cc B92 
Beatmowincluding Atustin' town (6) tes adkea deste gee enue cee n ew ee ee 2,018 | 2,581 
TBS eth: 4 Gio a ait Na eA Sar eee ce a Pe | 2,577 2,321 
1 BYSEI GD) oo oho BE a ais eR PSE RS LAO pc cy3 5 sr 1,436 | TOO 

—_— --————— ! | 

WINTON COUNTY cee en cet UN No ite eddie! gang late ware a brace | 15,606 13,030 
Bodtel mere oper ete ais aie 2 5 GE te ORM Gee atic, Sui wits Gigs eo Siaie elelec ck Avete | 2,482: 1,985 
Cate Pr Pees as nce SED PAM RRR A gone a SON; wPdwle sulle a 4 5 | - 2.972 1,668 
Beatgoincludine New Albany town's aac veetencias «66:2 ¢aee ph ele we wee ne | 4,431 | 4,208 
Newall bamvatowins-- 22° 2224% a ee Rk mie oud ec ee bbs RG s edn Sere Bates | d45 | 250 


Beat 4, including Blue Springs and Poplar Springs towns (b) 


Pils Uh eee | 4,064} 3,548 





TBXB ENE sae oe ee Sh ae OR Et a 1,657 | 1,621 

IVVPARRE Nan COUNTY: oro aes RM ME ya PN hE ois af pct Sp Seasn, avlelighavarene:acdia suai or | 88,164. 31,238 
Beat: ik (coextensive with Vicksburg city)... 66..60605 0.002 ener een 13,873 | 11,814 
TEXOPEY. 2, ol BRR DE so RWG Ma Eg Pe ON ashe ea -2./, 8286 | 8,197 
eae Oe ies eek Ce ee hi ot Nahe Gar ean es bie Bae Pte saates 4,311 5,640 
SO ae eR: ae cee ee ad NOMA Hie Vln Welt, «Gas ie wie d ape See 3,908 4,861 
JERSE ID ietelie Weaaies Lk nek RMS enpPE e TE eP C 3,686 3,726 

WWIASHING TONS COUNILY 2): (cte2 havea terete aide Gow vs wel vieiiges. aad a oh eed wee | 40,414 25,367 
Bea aI eee ee eee AON Bl ais Saw Se aw bans etna Pad, aaron 4,403 | 5,968 
He eet eee Ae ety 20. 3cch 5 ccrsny. SOOM Nc tee ced eha-cha a «anal pa nleeten OG 8,121 | 4,566 
heat 3, amoliawmo Greenville LOW. .csieioiedisies seed, ta ce ae een ede wees es 8,902 7,451 

Greenville Cow vot ac oe eee ee. SOUPS Betts fb TSE ee | 6,658 2,191 
Beate ncludime deland town: 22.04 00hneees shale wey eee been wale 8 | 14,520 4,381 

PL INGCERLONG ME ce orare ste Ue oe oa". aia UD le ern Ws cine Guidi ajncns oldiahavediraia ove A attete ig BOO. cane es 
CM ROME EE ef. Oe Skat An Ta aeeW ms Gees sie Am poesia ele ee so 4 Saye | 4,468 3,001 

DWAVINEROOUNDY C0 oon haa ata ARM ook a5 eo ais) ene own se SORE r 9,817 8,741 
eaten e ry ete a fac ad he © Ave MARORS sais idle 'y igi pis. eRe evelet a Hee & | 1,644 1,760 
iBeatyc, mncludine Waynesboro village. in iis ne eeitee eee wees oleae ed | 1,981 | 1,597 

NE MES DORON ARO” acta celal ate Ral ss oi Se aad eas ok owes a es | 468 156 
SCARS ER Me sn ie uals 3 EDN NGM cc selec oe dee ee a ee sone | 2,690 2,682 
FS ete eM RE ek sc WR SEG Bde og Ae ave Scheels abt sida < | 2512] 1,948 
CALORIE ay cre te ES Soe ewes Wiame Daneh Aaters eee or oo) eee 990 | Tot 

IWiEBSRERS COUNMDY UG). 6.0: csi, & Qu eeeeereinte me ad afar ladter a pata oat ee | 12,060 9,534 
Beat 1, Walthall, including Eupora and Walthall towns... 2.2.2.2...) 2,955 2,098 

J BATS OLNEY ONS At Ne Pe A i, ee ee oer oe | QE (3 vtec artes 

Wiel Clnanlleto wanker ke: osu euaiscncieeset ee Peres. oral si hloac ethno ck yainye Bakara Boa 122 101 
[Brot (ts (ORCI NTU ia Seana Reenter rse ena cs aes |. 2,054 1,820 
1BXSmHING),, (GREENE! OYE) LON Gey o RRO Dee CDSS CxO SCOR CI- RRR oa een Ree a | 2,430 2,070 
CARA ES MOV BL OVae ts aecis us anaheim odin uc Rie bow Safes RG oe oo 1,956 1,488 
Beat 5, Cumberland, including Cumberland town (b).................. 2,165 | 2,058 
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MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS, 





1890. | 1880. 














AWAITAGIN'S © Nin COUINI Vveeccvans itinn ohare a EN oss Heir sac aslstsceins aay cr Gite ee pnanm emesis! S | 17,592 17,815 
Beat i, ancludime: Woodville town. ::s:costsis eysve, 5 0. Ses e.6ca fey ave cavayn ev'eh ve leleveneaaiieis's | 6,013 d,008 
AWOO chvalllGRGe wanes. ae ey epee sin roteneg tac wR an ay ne. ced Sous v6, by doa eecteitiue 8 950 | 965 
TEXOPRIG: 2A gids Sieh cigetitnigl CART a Ue ot res aie a ln i 3,789 3,311 
Boat 3, mcludine Centerville town: (0) 0). oo ocjeis ie ee ee ese ceeenesceel, 4,649.) 4,501 
TEke EY toe nla a aM EOE . OLN IR etna 8, Se re ro ae ere 1,483 949 
1BYEENG, Diabe Opp tal ey ene eae On NRPS SEe et Aiea 7 MAME ton GLb Ba a8 lM ar ek ee 1,658 | 1,676 
AWAINSTONTCOUNDY ca uit cou cies caren eee Tee eae | 12.089 10,087 
Beatid, Louisville; includingsLouisville town... 22) 2 ee. oe eee. 3,433 2,467 
Moursvaillestowmeyent, G0, Hue Pe Chee... AMAIMET EAE By een BRS AEESS | | 484 | 418 
ID Gate MES OUUIMEASE A Ho's ies ramet a kunen GARSON caine eS at ais hae hee eee 2.643" 1. 21083 
Beatsomivieoster aasiiis SPANK <i. ak Me ethics sinless bea wee eed deaee 2,540 | 2,123 
neat WNorthoast wars iar SwNRe Al: . 4 caktedes PE EIE cooagee see es§ poor | 912 
IBeatFO Np lapis DUT GAVEL, LONE. smu Mtns tel wists tee 2,499 | 2,542 

Meares | | 
VA OBUSHAG COUNT UINIMY PIMINOE oc nced oA Meet oe UIT Gey pete ye 16,629 |. 15,649 
Beat pucludine'Coffeewleitowne. 0 2... sO PO pees es 3,340 | 3,062 
Coffcevallentiowinarray Lice Wb ocacccc CA eee oe ARE YP PMO 2 MOSHE | 465 | 749 
Beaty2,jineluding (Water alleystown,..+. 18)... DPI OS seca eke a I 5,783" "Bib 
WALEH UVa tO Wines BAHN yc crs canes atte « ete Te IR Ot cee | 2,832: | #25220 
Beato, nmcluding Oakland towne... seu... OMS Ic cee cea oa | 3,065 | 2,506 
me Oalslands tow incraseet. BU os a aeccars coe e ee so PU cae ote USER SL Do 327 | 288 
Beat.4,uncluding Garner: Station town i...) SIMRO oe ceeds Valet et | 8,112 | 2,565 
Garnenistationy town Mes wth...cca skies. . ERE J nrc. wekee bia. 124 | 166 
Beato, uneluding Air Mountutown (6)... 00. . Lee Gee ee ca eet. 1,379 | 1,961 
RVIAZ COW COUNTY ceeWSIe?, MNS OEMR vsoeanccoss aistete « Ame TE PN PEP ERT | 36,394 33,845 
Beat 1, including Anding, Bentonia and Satartia towns (b)......... 0.2.) 7,333 | 6,264 
Beaty2,,including’ (Bentonrtowne(b) «0... 20. WO Fe ON sete ee te ee | 8,608 8,315 
Beaty pimeluding MazoorCitye Mae... ous ae. cS OS SS 11,297 10,604 
Niaz Oo AC ibyi-k. eerste MILE. oss 5 anor, gO a. ote STUN E BOE OBE os | 3,286 | 2,542 

NVA ule oh (Seve ie POH. caine cette, Me 3 UU, GDI ow 8 1,438, | 

AVEC PA aR CLE. On aR ct eee: nk Sc 1,848) | 
Beatrestes rat iiy. of, bist tices SUADL AR ecco ancraeene ie « oR SUE ts oh lee 6,213 | 5,746 
Beato eiastica: ot Sesnnen WAsiReees «cts Ae: . Boats 1. Woecaanks aa ou 5,948 d,916 














b Not separately returned. 
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Act for the encouragement of agriculture..... 20 
Act for the government of insurrectionary 
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Academies of the various counties ........ 
Administration of Governor Sargent .......18, 127 
Adininistration of Governor Claiborne...... 18, 127 
Administration of Governor Williams ...... 18, 127, 
Administration of Governor Holmes .......19, 127 
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302-347 


Administration of Governor Leake......... 19, 129 
Administration of Governor Brandon....... 19, 129 
Administration of Governor Scott ............ 19 
Administration of Governor Fountain ........ 19 
Administration of Governor Runnels ......... 19 
Administration of Governor Lynch ........... 19 
Administration of Governor MeNutt....... 19, 150 
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Administration of Governor Foote......... 20, 133 
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Administration 
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Adininistration of Governor Alcorn ........ 20, 138 
Administration of Governor Powers .......... 20 
Administration of Governor Stone............ 20 
Administration of Governor Lowry. .......... 20 
Africans, what to do with them. .............. 22 


Agricultural and Mechanical college....... 20, B41 
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